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FOREWORD

Certainly the ultimate goal of every Muslim iIs Paradise. As with ah
-'  fthe unseen, It can only be imagined through analogy, yet its realities

teyond description in any human language. Allah (subhanahu wa ta'ala)
repared for His servants "what no eye has seen and no ear has heard and

never occurred to a human heart."l This eternal home Is not limited to what
+ described here of material and spiritual enjoyments, for it includes "all the soul

has longed for" and finally, the greatest and most complete pleasure beyond all

Imagination - the presence and nearness of the Creator Himself.
Who are the Iinheritors of such blessing? Who are the souls worthy of

such reward?

It Is common belief among Muslims today that anyone who professes
‘La Haha ill-Allah" and "Muhammadun Rasoolullah” will enter Paradise. Yet
this testimony Is more than a statement of the tongue. It Is an oath, a
commitment that must be fulfilled. It has conditions and requirements which

affect all aspects of life. It concerns authority - what actually governs our
behavior and deeds. The Arabs of Quraish who refused to pronounce this
kalimah did so because they fully understood its implications. Yet Muslims
repeat It today without a second thought, their actions and life styles bearing
witness to something totally different. And they expect Paradise!

In the Qur’aan, Allah (swt) has warned against complacency In religion
like that of the Jews and Christians who mistakenly claim that God has favored

them over others and that Paradise Is theirs alone: "It is not by your wishes, nor
the wishes of the People of the Scriptures. Whoever does a wrong shall be

punished for it, and he will not find other than Allah as protector or helper.'2

Yet many of today’s Muslims consider themselves a chosen people,
while neglecting the commands of their Lord, turning their backs on the sunnah

of their Prophet (peace be upon him) and insisting on a secular life far from the
lessings of divine law... perhaps even going so far as to deny certain aspects of
that law. Customs and traditions, materialism, man-made social systems,

national leaders and even their own inclinations are now sharing the authority

1 Nanated by Bukhaari, Muslim and others. —

Soorah Al-Nisaa), 4:1'm
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THE CREATION OF PARADISE

which rightfully belongs exclusively to our Creator, Owner of the Day of
Judge ent

The reward of Paradise Is too great not to have a price. That price IS
true faith which 1s proven by obedience to Allah and His Messenger. The

Qur’aan states, "And whoever desires the Hereafter and exerts the effort due to

It while being a believer - those are the ones whose effort is appreciated [by
Allah]."3

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
"When Allah created Paradise and Hellfire, He sent Gabriel to
Paradise, saying, ‘Look at It and at what | have prepared
therein for Its Inhabitants.” So Gabriel went to it and looked at
It and at what Allah had prepared therein for Its inhabitants.
Then Gabriel returned to Allah and said, ‘By Your glory, no
one hears of it without entering it.” So Allah ordered that it be
encompassed by forms of hardship,l and He said, ‘Return to It
and look at what | have prepared therein for its inhabitants.’
So Gabriel returned to 1t and found that It was encompassed by
forms of hardship. Then he returned to Allah and said, ‘By
Your glory, | fear that no one will enter it.” Allah said, ‘Go to
Hellfire and look at it and at what | have prepared therein for
Its Inhabitants.” Gabriel found that it was In layers, one above
the other. Then Gabriel returned to Allah and said, ‘By Your
glory, no one who hears of it will enter it.” So Allah ordered
that It be encompassed by lusts. Then He said, ‘Return to It.’

And Gabriel returned to it and said, ‘By Your glory, I am
frightened that no one will escape from entering It."?2

manner, but with a sense of instruction for obedience and action. We must find
out what kind of people Allah has asked us to be and then become as such. This
IS the road to Paradise.

Masruuqgsaid:
"We asked [or | asked]3 ‘Abdullah [lbn Mas'ood] about this

verse: "And do not regard those who have been killed in the
cause of Allah as dead, rather, they are alive with their Lord
and being provided for."4 He said, ‘We asked about that and
the Prophet said, "Thelr souls are In the insides of green birds,
having lanterns suspended from the Throne, roaming freely In
Paradise where they please, then taking shelter In those
lanterns. Their Lord cast a glance at them and said, ‘Do you
wish for anything?’ They said, ‘What shall we wish for when we

1The Arabic word used here is makaarih, literally, "things that are disliked." In this context it

refers to positive and negative forms of religious discipline that one often finds difficult.
"Related by At-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawood and An-Nasaa'l.

3An alternative reading.

3 Soorah Al-lIsraa\ 17:19.
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THE CREATION OF PARADISE

THE GATES OF PARADISE

roam freely In Paradise where we please?” And He did that
with them three times. When they saw that they would not be
spared from being asked [again], they said, ‘Oh Lord, we would
like for You to put our souls back into our bodies so that we

might fight for Your sake once again.” When Allah saw that
they were not in need of anything, they were let be.""5

"Gardens of perpetual bliss m they shall enter them, as well as
the righteous among their fathers, their spouses and their

offspring. And angels shall enter upon them from every
gate.”c

"This I1s a reminder. Verily, for the righteous is a beautiful

place of [final] return - gardens of eternity, whose doors will
lalways] be open to them."7

"And those who feared their Lord will be led to the Garden In
crowds, until behold, they arrive there. Its gates will be

opened, and Its keepers will say, ‘Peace be upon you! Well
have you done, so enter it, abiding [in 1t] eternally.”8

Sahl bin Sa‘d reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

"Paradise has eight gates, and one of them Is called ar-Rayyaan,
through which none will enter but those who observe fasting."9

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Whoever spends two things In the way of Allah will be called

°Soorah Al-Ra'd, 13:23.
ASoorah Saad, 38:49-50.

ASoorah Al-Zumar, 39:73.

ASoorahAali ‘Imraan, 3:169.
5Related by Muslim, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasaa'i and Ibn Maajah.
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THE GATES OF PARADISE THE GATES OF PARADISE

from the gates of Paradise and will be addressed, ‘Oh slave of
Allah, here Is prosperity!” So whoever was among the people

who used to offer their prayers will be called from the gate of Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
the prayer; and whoever was among the people who used to "The gates of Paradise will be opened on Mondays and on
participate in jihad will be called from the gate of jihad’, and Thursdays, and every servant [of Allah] who associates nothing
whoever was among those who used to observe fasts will be with Allah will be forgiven, except for the man who has a
called from the gate of ar-Rayyaarr, and whoever was among grudge against his brother. [About them] it will be said, ‘Delay
those who used to give In charity will be called from the gate of these two until they are reconciled. Delay these two until they
charity."” Abu Bakr said, "Let my parents be sacrificed for you, are reconciled. Delay these two until they are reconciled.”12

Oh Allah’s Apostle! No distress or need will befall him who
will be called from those gates. Will there be anyone who will

be called from all these gates?” The Prophet (peace be upon
him) replied, "Yes, and | hope you will be one of them."10

‘Ugba bin ‘Aamir said:
"We were entrusted with the task of tending the camels. On my
turn, when | came back In the evening after grazing them in the
pastures, | found Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) stand
and address the people. | heard these words of his, ‘If any
Muslim performs ablution well, then stands and prays two
rak'ahs, setting about them with his heart as well as his face,

Paradise will be guaranteed to him.” | said, ‘What a fine thing
this 1s!” A narrator who was before me said, ‘“The first was even
better than this.” When | cast a glance, | saw that it was ‘Umar
who said, T see that you have just come and observed. If
anyone among you performs the ablution, completes the
ablution well and says, "l testify that there is no god but Allah
and that Muhammad I1s the servant of Allah and His

Messenger,"” then the eight gates of Paradise will be opened for
him and he may enter by whichever of them he wishes."11

"Related by Al-Bukhaart.
10Related by Al-Bukhaart.
"Related by Muslim.

Related by Muslim, Maalik and Abu Dawood.
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PARADISE - THAT WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN IMAGINED
BY A HUMAN BEING

"Be foremost [In seeking] forgiveness from your Lord. And a

garden [of bliss], the width of the heavens and the earth,
prepared for those who believe in Allah and his messengers -

that I1s the grace of Allah, which He bestows on whom He
pleases, and Allah is the Lord of abounding grace."13

Abu Hurayrah reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said

that Allah said:
"I have prepared for My righteous servants what no eye has

seen and no ear has heard, nor has It occurred to the human
heart. Thus, recite 1f you wish, ‘And no soul knows what joy
has been kept hidden for them.’”’14

Sahl bin Sa‘d narrated that Allah’s Apostle (peace be upon him) said:
"A place In Paradise equal to the size of a lash Is better than the

whole world and whatever iIs In 1t.""15*

ASoorah Al-Hadeed, 57:21.
14Related by AJ-Bukhaari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Maajah. The Qur'aanic quote Is from

SoorahAl-Sajdah, 32:17.
"Related by Al-Bukhaari.

THE RIVERS OF PARADISE

‘[Here 1s] a parable of the Garden which the righteous are
promised. In It are rivers of water, incorruptible; rivers of

milk of which the taste never changes; rivers of wine, delicious
to those who drink; and rivers of honey, pure and clear. In it
there are for them all kinds of fruits and forgiveness from
their Lord. [Can those In such bliss] be compared to such as
shall dwell for ever In the Fire? [Those to whom shall] be
given boiling water to drink, [it will be so hot that] 1t cuts up
their bowels [to pieces].”16

As for the righteous, they will be In the midst of gardens and
rivers, In an assembly of truth, In the presence of a Sovereign
Omnipotent17

"Verily, Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous
deeds to gardens beneath which rivers flow. While those who
reject Allah will enjoy [this world] and eat as cattle eat The
Fire will be their abode."18

Abu Hurayrah reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"The Salhaan, Jaithaan, Euphrates and Nile are all among the

rivers of Paradise."19 £

Soorah Muhammad, 4TAS.

Soorah Al-Qamar, 54:54-55.
ASoorah Muhammad, 47:12.
1-Related by Muslim.




THE FOUNTAINS OF PARADISE

THE FOUNTAINS OF PARADISE

"As for the righteous, they shall drink from a cup In which is a

IXt f kaafoor-6 - a f In f hich th Igh
"The righteous will be amid gardens and springs. [They will mixture of kaafoor-6 - a fountain from which the [righteous]

be greeted], 'Enter here in peace and security? And We shall servants of Allah drink, causing it to burst forth [simply by

remove from their hearts any lurking sense of injury. [They their will] "27
will be] brothers facing each other on thrones."20
"Their thirst will be slaked with pure wine, sealed. The seal
will be of musk. For this, let the competitors compete. With it
[will be given] a mixture of Tasneem,2l a spring from which
those nearest to Allah drink."22
lili JL|
"A fountain there, called Salsabeel.”23
"Therein will be a flowing spring.''24*
"In them [i.e. each garden] will be two springs, flowing
[freely] .b25
20Soorah Al-Hijr, 15:45-47.
The highest spring in Paradise.
"Soorah Al-Mutaffifeen, 83:25-28.
ASoorah Al-Insaanf 76:18.
Soorah Al-Ghaashtyah, 88:12. agoaHMMm

ASoorahAl-Rahmaan, 55:50. Soorah Al-Insaan, '1&.5-G.

cool and refreshing drink.



THE FOUNTAINS OF PARADISE

THE FOUNTAINS OF PARADISE

"As for the righteous, they shall drink from a cup Iin which is a

"The righteous will be amid gardens and springs. [They will mixture of kaafoorb - a fountain from which the [righteous]

be greeted], ‘Enter here in peace and security.” And We shall servants of Allah drink, causing it to burst forth [simply by

remove from their hearts any lurking sense of injury. [They theirwill].“27

will be] brothers facing each other on thrones."20

1Y,

"Their thirst will be slaked with pure wine, sealed. The seal

will be of musk. For this, let the competitors compete. With it
[will be given] a mixture of 7asneem,21 a spring from which

those nearest to Allah drink."22

fife, > *>
t)

'v

"A fountain there, calledSalsabeel, "

IpI Lt

"Therein will be a flowing spring.'24

"In them [i.e. each garden] will be two springs, flowing
[freely].”25 X -

20Soorah Al-Hijr, 15:45-47.

The highest spring in Paradise.
ASoorah Al-Mutaffifeen, 83:25-28.

ASoorah Al-Insaan, 76:18.

Soorah Al-Ghaashiyah, 88:12. 27§oorahAI-Insaan e
NSoorah Al-Rahmaan, 55:50. , 10:9-0.

cool and refreshing drink.



THE GARDENS AND TREES OF PARADISE

"Verily, for the righteous there will be attainment of security -

gardens enclosed and grapevines.'28

"In them will be two pairs of every fruit."'29

"They will recline on carpets whose linings will be of rich
brocade. The fruit of the gardens will be hanging near [and In

easy reach]. Then which of the favors of your Lord will you
deny?"3®

"In them will be fruits and dates and pomegranates.'3l

"The companions of the right hand - what are the companions
of the right hand? [They will be] among lote trees without
thorns, among tath22 trees with flowers [or fruits] piled one

above another, and In shade long-extended, by water flowing

[constantly] and fruit In abundance whose season Is not
limited nor [supply] forbidden."33

"And I1ts shades will come low over them, and the bunches |of

““Soorah Al-Naba', 78:31-32.

Soorah Al-Rahmaan, 55:52.
ASoorahAl-Rahmaan, 55:54-55.

NSoorah Al-Rahmaan, 55:68.

Said to be a banana, but Allah knows best.

ASoorah Al-Waagi‘ah, 56:27-33.
10

THE GARDENS AND TREES OF PARADISE

fruit] will hang low In compliance."34

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"In Paradise there Is a tree under the shadow of which a rider

can travel for a hundred years." [Through another chain of

transmitters the following words were added], "He will not be
able to cover this distance."35

Sahl bin Sa‘d reported that Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"In Paradise there Is a tree under the shadow of which a rider

can travel for a hundred years without covering [the distance]
completely.”

Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudri narrated that Allah’s Apostle (peace be upon him) said:
"In Paradise there 1s a tree under the shadow of which a rider

of a fine and swift-footed horse can travel for a hundred years
without covering the distance completely. There will be the
pleasure of Allah for the inhabitants of Paradise, and he will
never be annoyed with them."37

Anas bin Maalik reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him)said:
"There Is a tree In Paradise [which iIs so large that] If a rider
traveled In its shade for one hundred years, he would not be
able to cross it."38

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"There Is a tree In Paradise [which Is so large that] a rider could

travel In Its shade for a hundred years. And If you wish, you

ASoorah Insaan, 76:14.
"Related by Muslim.

"Related by Muslim.

37Related by Muslim.
"Related by Al-Bukhaari.

11
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can recite” o grextended?3a A of tHE shade of paradise
O an arrow c eq: 0
Eo an arrow bow «—>» Sig _ . |
earth] on which the «.» 2vSH€ *f you & petter |a= 22 Paradise the Garden which the righteous are promised -
sun rises and se”-w tan (the -The parade of t tua| I1s the enjoyment thereof and
beneath It A°w N ¥ the end of the righteous. The end
— > Fire-
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4. riffnteous, they shall be amid [cool] shades and

of water! and fruits, all they desire. ‘Eat and drink
L_et’s content because ofwhat ymt used to do.” Thus

d0 We certainly reward the doers of good.

*And Its shades will come low over them, and the bunches |of

fruit] will hang low In compliance."43

bilp

"[They will be] among lote trees without thorns, among talh
trees with flowers [or fruits] piled one above another, and In

shade long-extended, by water flowing [constantly] and fruit
abundance whose season Is not Ilimited nor [supply

forbidden."45 X

Soorah Al-Ra'd, 13:3s5.

2soorah Al-Mursalaat. 77:41-44
HBI * hoorah Al-Insaan, 76:14.

ﬁgoorahAl-Waaqi'ah, 56:30. Said to be a banana, but Allah knows best.
Related by Al-Bukhaari.
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THE GARDENS AND TREES OF PARADISE

THE SHADE OF PARADISE

can recite: "In shade long-extended."39 A place In Paradise
equal to an arrow bow of one of you Is better than [the whole "The parable of the Garden which the righteous are promised -
earth] on which the sun rises and sets."40 beneath it flow rivers. Perpetual is the enjoyment thereof and

the shade therein. Such Is the end of the righteous. The end
of the unbelievers Is the Fire."41

"As for the righteous, they shall be amid [cool] shades and
springs [of water] and fruits, all they desire. ‘Eat and drink

to your heart’s content because of what you used to do.” Thus
do We certainly reward the doers of good.*42

"And Its shades will come low over them, and the bunches [of
fruit] will hang low In compliance.”43

"[They will be] among lote trees without thorns, among talh44
trees with flowers [or fruits] piled one above another, and In
shade long-extended, by water flowing [constantly] and fruit in

abundance whose season Is not Ilimited nor [supply]
forbidden."45

ASoorah Al-Ra'd, 13:35.............

ASoorah Al-Mursalaat, 77:41-44.

tyoorah Al-Irtsaan, 76:14.
NSald to be a banana, but Allah knows best.

39Soorah Al-Waagi‘ah, 56:30.
"Related by Al-Bukhaarl. 13
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THE SHADE OF PARADISE

THE ATMOSPHERE OF PARADISE

“They and their spouses will be In [cool] shade, reclining on "Reclining on raised thrones, they will see therein neither

thrones. [Every] fruit [i.e. enjoyment] will be there for them, [burning] sun nor [freezing] cold."48
and they shall have whatever they call for. ‘Peace!’ * a word

[of salutation] from a Lord most merciful."46

"Faces that day will be joyful - pleased with their striving - In a
garden on high, where they shall hear no bad speech."49

"But those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, We

shall soon admit to gardens with rivers flowing beneath -

abiding there forever. Therein they shall have pure "They will say, ‘Praise be to Allah who has removed from us

companions. We shall admit them to shades, cool and ever- |all] sorrow, for our Lord Is indeed oft-forgiving, appreciative,

deepening."'47 who has settled us in the house of lasting residence out of His
bounty. No toil nor sense of weariness shall touch us
therein.™50
ASoorah Al-Insaan, 76:13. *
"SoorahAl-Waagi'ah, 56:28-33. ®Soorah Al-Ghaashiyah, 88:8-11. What has been translated as "bad speech” includes:
ASoorah Yaa Seen, 36:56-58. falsehood, harm, immorality, pointless talk, etc. Ir *o
Soorah Al-Nisaa, 4:57. ASoorah Faatir, 35:34-35.
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THE MARKET OF PARADISE

Anas bin Maalik reported that Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said:

"In Paradise there Is a street to which they [the Inhabitants of
Paradise] will come every Friday. The north wind will blow and
will scatter fragrance on their faces and on their clothes. This

will add to their beauty and loveliness. Then they will go back
to their family after having an added luster to their beauty and
loveliness, and their family will say to them, ‘By Allah, you have
been Increased In beauty and loveliness after leaving us.” They
[the ones who had been scattered with fragrance] will say, ‘By
Allah, you have also Increased In beauty and loveliness after

us.”d1 7F

51Relatcd by Muslim.

16

THE BOUNTY OF THE PEOPLE OF PARADISE

"But after them52 there followed a posterity who neglected

prayer and followed after lusts.
destruction - except those who repent, believe and work

righteousness. These will enter the Garden and will not be
wronged In the least - gardens of eternity, those which [Allah],
Most Merciful, has promised to His servants In the Unseen.
His promise must come to pass. They will not hear therein
any vain discourse, but only salutations of peace. They will
have therein their sustenance, morning and evening. Such Is

the Garden which We give as an inheritance to those of Our
servants who are God-fearing."'53

"He that works evil will not be requited but by the like thereof.
And he that works a righteous deed - whether male or female,
and Is a believer - such will enter the Garden. Therein they

will have provision without measure."54

"But give glad tidings to those who believe and work
righteousness, that they will have gardens beneath which
rivers flow. Every time they are provided with fruits

"Refers to the prophets and their righteous followers.
tyoorah Maryam, 19:59-63.

ASoorah Ghaafir, 40:40.

17



THE BOUNTY OF THE PEOPLE OF PARADISE

THE FOOD AND DRINK OF PARADISE

therefrom, they say, ‘Why, this is what we were provided with "Such will be the Garden which you have inherited because of

before/ for they are given things In resemblance. They have what you used to do. You shall have therein abundance of

therein pure companions, and they abide therein forever."55 fruit from which you shall eat."58

"And We shall provide them with fruit and meat, anything they

"But the sincere [and devoted] servants of Allah, for them is a shall desire. They shall exchange with one another a cup free
sustenance determined - fruits [i.e. delights] and, they shall be offrivolity, free of sin."59

honored in gardens of felicity."'56

"As for the righteous, [they will be] In a position of security
among gardens and springs, dressed In fine silk and In rich
brocade, facing each other. And We shall join them to

companions with beautiful, big and lustrous eyes. There they

such will be Our bounty [to you], ft will never cease."57 can call for every kind of fruit, in peace and security."60

"[Every] fruit [il.e. enjoyment] will be there for them, and they
shall have whatever they call for."61 djh

"As for him who will be given his record In his right hand, he
will say, ‘Ah here! Read my record! 1 certainly knew that |

ASoorah Al-Zuktauf, 43:72-73.

ASoorah Al-Tuur, 52:22-23.
$$Soorah Al-Bagarah, 2:25. 1 ®Soorah Al-Dukhaan, 44:51-55.
S"Soorah Al-Saaffaat, 37:40-43. |
ASoorah Saad. 38:53-54. |

19
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THE FOOD AND DRINK OF PARADISE

would be meeting my account!* So be will be in a life of bliss,
In a garden on high, the fruits banging in bunches [low and
near]. ‘Eat and drink with full satisfaction because of t
|[good] that you sent before you In the days past.”’62

€

determine the n

They will be given a cup In which Is a n
from a fountain called Salsabeel.

perpetual [freshness] will serve.
think they art

Paradise], you

them64 will be green garments of fine silk and heavy brocade.
They will be adorned with bracelets of silver, and their Lord

will give them a pure drink. “Verily, this Is a reward for you,
and your endeav or has been appreciated.""”65

61%00roA Km Seen, 36:57.

ASoorah Haaqgah, 69:19-2A.
AGinger.
6”"Tbe people of Paradise.

Soarah Al-Insaan, 76:15-22. 50

THE FOOD AND DRINK OF PARADISE

lie companions of the right hand - what are the companions

of the right hand? [They will be] among lote trees without

thorns, among talket trees with flowers [or fruits] piled one
above another, and In shade long-extended, by water flowing
[constantly] and fruit In abundance whose season Is not

limited nor [supply] forbidden. And [they will be] on thrones
[of dignity] raised high."67

'As for the righteous, they shall be amid [cool] shades and

springs [of water] and fruits, all they desire. ‘Eat and drink

to your heart’s content because of what you used to do.* Thus
do We certainly reward the doers of good.*68

"As for the righteous, they shall drink from a cup in which Is a
ixture of kaafoor. ™7

"Therein will they recline [at ease]. Therein they can call [at
pleasure] for fruit in abundance and [delicious] drink.*

66Said to be a banana, but Allah knows best.
hoorah Al-Maagi‘ah, 56:27-34.
®Soorah Al-Mursalaat, 77:41-44.

®Soorah Al-Insaan, 76:5. Kaafoor is a cool and refreshing drink.
ASoorah Saad, 38 51.
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THE FOOD AND DRINK OF PARADISE

THE FOOD AND DRINK OF PARADISE

"The companions of the right hand - what are the companions

of the right hand? [They will be] among lote trees without

would be meeting my account!” So he will be in a life of bliss,

in a garden on high, the fruits hanging in bunches [low and thorns, a ong talk66 trees with flowers [or fruits] piled one

near]. ‘Eat and drink with full satisfaction because of the above another, and In shade long-extended, by water flowing

[good] that you sent before you in the days past!"'62 [constantly] and fruit In abundance whose season Is not
limited nor [supply] forbidden. And [they will be] on thrones

[of dignity] raised high."67

"And among them will be circulated vessels of silver and

glasses of crystal - crystal-clear, made of silver which they will
"As for the righteous, they shall be amid [cool] shades and

determine the measure thereof [according to their wishes].
springs [of water] and fruits, all they desire. ‘Eat and drink

to your heart’s content because of what you used to do.” Thus
do We certainly reward the doers of good."68*

They will be given a cup in which is a mixture of zanjabeet!
Around them, youths of

ITf you see them, you will
When you look there [i.e.

from a fountain called Salsabeel.
perpetual [freshness] will serve,

think they are scattered pearls.
Paradise], you will see bliss and a magnificent realm. Upon
them64 will be green garments of fine silk and heavy brocade.

They will be adorned with bracelets of silver, and their Lord
"As for the righteous, they shall drink from a cup In which is a

will give them a pure drink. ‘Verily, this I1s a reward for you,

and your endeavor has been appreciated.’65

mixture of kaafoor."'"

"Therein will they recline [at ease]. Therein they can call [at
pleasure] for fruit in abundance and [delicious] drink."70

66Said to be a banana, but Allah knows best.

67/Soorah Al-Waagi'ah, 56:27-34.

ASoorah Al-Mursalaat, 77:41-44.
Al-Insaan, 76:5. Kaafoor is a cool and refreshing drink.

™Soorah Yaa Seen, 36:57.
ASoorah Haaqggah, 69:19-24. ®Soorar
63Ginger. Soorah Saad. 38:51.

64The people of Paradise.
65Soorah Al-Insaan, 76:15-22. 20



THE FOOD AND DRINK OF PARADISE

THE VESSELS AND PLATES OF PARADISE

"As for the righteous, they will be In gardens and feel
happiness, enjoying what their Lord has given them. And
their Lord had [already] prevented them from the penalty of
the Fire. [To them i1t will be said], ‘Eat and drink with

"Around them will circulate eternal youths with goblets,
beakers and cups [filled] from clear-flowing fountains - no

after-ache will they receive therefrom, nor will they suffer

satisfaction because ofwhat you used to do?"71 Intoxication.”73

"To them will be passed dishes and goblets of gold. There will

be all that the soul could desire and all that the eyes could

Abu Sa‘eed narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: delight in, and you shall abide therein eternally.”74

"The first meal which the people of Paradise will take will be
the caudate [extra] lobe of the liver of a fish."72

"And among them will be circulated vessels of silver and

glasses of crystal - crystal-clear, made of silver which they will
determine the measure thereof [according to their wishes],"75

"Verily, for the righteous there will be attainment of security
gardens enclosed and grapevines, companions of equal age

ASoorahAl-Waagi'ah, 56:17-19.
ASoorah Al-Zukhruf, 43:71.
ASoorahAl-Insaan, 76:15-16.

NSoorah Al-Tuur, 52:17-19.
16Soorah Al-Naba, 78:31-34.

"Related by Al-Bukhaari.
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THE DWELLINGS OF THE PEOPLE OF PARADISE

THE DWELLINGS OF THE PEOPLE OF PARADISE
It Is reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"While | was asleep, | saw myself in Paradise, and there |

beheld a woman making ablution beside a palace. | asked, ‘To

homes in gardens of everlasting bliss. But the pleasure of whom does this palace belong? Somebody said, ‘“To ‘Umar bin
Al-Khattab.’ Then | remembered ‘Umar’s ghairah®

Allah is greatest. That is the supreme triumph."77
[concerning women], and so | quickly went away from that

palace." [When ‘Umar heard this from the Prophet (peace be

upon him)], he wept and said, "Do you think it is likely that |
feel ghairah because of you, Oh Allah’s Apostle?"82

"Allah has promised to believers, men and women, gardens
under which rivers flow to dwell therein eternally and good

On the authority of his father, Abu Bakr bin Abu Moosa bin Qals narrated that

Allah’s Apostle (peace be upon him) said:
"There will be a tent made of a pearl whose height towards the

sky will be sixty miles. In each corner, there will be a family of
the believer, out of sight of the others."83

"Companions restrained [as to their glances] in pavilions."78

Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudri reported that Allah’s Apostle (peace be upon him) said:
"The Dbelievers, after being saved from the Hellfire, will be

stopped at a bridge between Paradise and Hell, and mutual
retaliation will be established among them regarding wrongs
they have committed in the world against one another. After
they are cleansed and purified [through the retaliation], they
will be admitted Into Paradise. By Him In whose hand

Muhammad’s soul is, everyone of them will know his dwelling
In Paradise better then he knew his dwelling in this world."79

Abu Bakr bin ‘Abdullah bin Qalis reported on the authority of his father that

Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 'S3
"In Paradise there will be a tent made of a single hollowed

pearl, the width of which will be sixty miles from all sides.
There will live a family in each corner, and the other will not be

able to see the believer who goes around to them."84

‘Abdullah bin Qais Al-Ash‘ari narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him)

saild:
"A tent [In Paradise] is like a hollow pearl which is thirty miles

In height. On every corner of the tent the believer will have a
family that cannot be seen by the others."” [Narrated Abu
‘Imraan In another narration, "(The tent 1s) sixty miles (in

height)."180 |
"Related by AJ-Bukhaaril.

NJealousy.
NeRelated by Al-Bukhaari.

Soorah Al-Tawbah, 9:72.
"Related by Muslim.

ASoorah Al Rahmaan, 55:72.

"Related by Al-Bukhaart. "Related by Muslim.
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THE THRONES OF THE PEOPLE OF PARADISE

THE THRONES OF THE PEOPLE OF PARADISE

brocade. The fruit of the gardens will be hanging near [and In
"Therein will be thrones raised on high, goblets placed easy reach],*91

[ready], cushions set In rows and rich carpets spread out'85

"But on this day the believers will laugh at the unbelievers. On

thrones they will command a sight [of all things]. Are the
"Truly, the righteous will be In bliss. On thrones they will unbelievers not rewarded [finally] for what they used to do?"92

command a sight [of all things]. You will recognize In their
faces the beaming brightness of bliss."86

"They will recline [with ease] on thrones arranged In ranks.

We shall join them with companions with beautiful, big and
lustrous eyes."8788

"Reclining on raised thrones, they will see therein neither
[burning] su nor [freezing] cold.

"They and their spouses will be In [cool] shade, reclining on
thrones."89

[ They will be] on thrones encrusted [with gold and precious
stones], reclining on them, facing each other.”90

"They will recline on carpets whose linings will be of rich

““Soorah Al-Ghaashiyah, 88:13-16.

Soorah Al-Mutaffifeen, 83:22-24. ®Soorah Yaa Seen_, 36:56.
87500raA Al-Tuur, -52:20. "Soorah Al-Waagi'ah, 56:15-16.

ASoorah Al-Rahmaan, 55:54.
ASoorah Al-Mutaffifeen, 83:34-36.

88'Soorah Al-Insaan, 76:13.
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THE RECEPTION OF THE PEOPLE OF PARADISE

"And those who feared their Lord will be led to the Garden In
crowds, until behold, they arrive there. Its gates will be

opened, and Iits keepers will say, 'Peace be upon you! Well
have you done, so enter It, abiding [in 1t] eternally.’l'93

"Gardens of perpetual bliss - they shall enter them as well as
the righteous among their fathers, their spouses and their
offspring. Angels shall enter unto them fro every gate [with

the salutation], ‘Peace unto you for what you endured In
patience! Now, how excellent is the final home!’"9%4

"But those who believed and worked righteousness will be
admitted to gardens beneath which rivers flow to dwell therein

forever by per ission of their Lord. Their greeting therein
will be, ‘Peace!’95

"Their salutation on the day they meet Him will be ‘Peace!/
generous reward."96

ASoorah Al-Zumar, 39:73.
94500raA/4/-1&7'4 13:23-24.

90$Soorah Ibraaheem, 14:23.
OASoorahAl-Ahzaab, 33:44.
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"No frivolity will they hear therein nor anything sinful - only
the saying, ‘Peace! Peace!’97

"I[Every] fruit [i.e. enjoyment] will be there for them, and they
shall have whatever they call for. ‘Peace!l’ - a word [of
salutation] from a Lord most merciful!''98

CNuinly, those who believe and work righteousness - their
Lord will guide them because of their faith. Beneath them will
flow rivers In gardens of bliss. Their prayer therein will be,

'Subhaanak Allahumma’ (‘Glory be to You, Oh Allah’), and

their greeting therein will be, ‘Salaam’ (‘Peace’). And the last

of their prayers will be, ‘Praise be to Allah, Lord of the
worlds!’"99

Soorah Al-Waagi'ah, 56:25-26.
ASoorah Yaa Seen, 36:57-58.

ASoorah Yoonus, 10:9-10.
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THE PEOPLE OF PARADISE

"You will recognize In their faces the beaming brightness of
bliss."100

"Some faces, that day, will beam [In happiness], looking at
their Lord."101

"The righteous will be amid gardens and springs. [They will
be greeted], ‘Enter here In peace and security.” And We shall
remove from their hearts any lurking sense of injury. [They
will be] brothers facing each other on thrones. There, no

sense of fatigue shall touch them, nor shall they [ever] Dbe
evicted."102

"Faces that day will be joyful - pleased with their striving - In a
garden on high, where they shall hear no bad speech."103

Abu Hurayrah reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, created Adam in His own
Image with his length being sixty cubits. As He created him,

He told him to greet that group (a party of angels sitting there)
and listen to the response that they gave him, for it would form

his greeting and that of his offspring. He then went way and
sald, ‘Peace be upon you!” They [the angels] said, ‘May there

NSoorah Al-Mutaffifeen, 83:24.

Soorah Al-Qiyaamah, 15:22-23.
102Soorah Al-Hijr, 15:45-48.
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be peace upon you the mercy of Allah, they made an
addition of ‘mercy of Allah ™ So all those who enter Paradise
will be In the form of Adam, his length being sixty cubits. Then

the people who followed him continued to diminish In size up
to now."104

Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah’s Messenger peace be upon

"There enter Paradise people whose hearts will
those of the hearts of birds."105

Sahl bin Sa‘d narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

"Seventy-thousand or seven-hundred thousand of my followers
[the narrator I1s In doubt as to the correct number] enter

Paradise holding each other till the first and the last of them

enter Paradise at the same time. Their faces will have a glitter
like that of the moon at night when 1t is full."106

bm Sa‘'d reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Verily, 70,000 or 700,000 of my followers will enter Paradise
altogether so that the first find the last among them v  enter at

the same time. Their faces will be glittering like the
moon."1?77 l -

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said
"The first batch [of people] who enter Paradise will be

103Soora/i Al-Ghaashlyah, 88:8-11 \what has been translated as "bad speech* includes: insult

falsehood, harm, immorality, pointless talk, etc.
104Rclated by Muslim.

105Related by Muslim. This hadeeth beautifully sums up the qualities of the people of Paradise.

Just as the hearts of birds are free from every tint of jealousy, In the same way the hearts of the
people of Paradise will be free from jealousy, rancor, deceit and hatred. Secondly, just as birds
are always alert and cautious of any danger, In the same way the hearts of the people of Paradise
will also wakeful. Thirdly, just as the birds trust in Allah for their food, in the same way the
people of Paradise will have complete trust in Allah regarding their sustenance, rather, their

very existence. (Paraphrased commentary of'Abdul Hamid Siddiqi) xx
106Related by Al-Bukhaari.

107Relatcd by Al-Bukhaari.

.
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[glittering] like the full moon, and the batch next to them will smell like musk."110

be [glittering] like the most brilliant star in the sky. Their
hearts will be as the heart of a single man, for they will have
neither enmity nor jealousy among thernselves. Everyone will
have two wives from the houris [who will be so beautiful, pure
and transparent that] the marrow of the bones of their legs will
be seen through the bones and the flesh."108

Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudri reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Paradise and Hellfire disputed together and Hellfire said, ‘In

me are the mighty and haughty.” Paradise said, Th me are the
weak and the poor.” So Allah judged between them [saying],
‘You are Paradise, My mercy. Through you | show mercy to
those | wish. And you are Hellfire, My punishment. Through

Abu Hurayrah reported that Allah’s Apostle (peace be upon him) said: you | punish those | wish, and it is incumbent upon Me that
"The first group [of people] who will enter Paradise will be each of you shall have its full.™111
[glittering] like the moon when i1t is full. They will not spit or
blow their noses or relieve nature. Their utensils will be of gold Haarithah bin Wahb narrated that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
and their combs of gold and silver. In their censers, the said
aloewood will be used, and their sweat will smell like musk. "May | tell you who the dwellers of Paradise are? [They are]
Everyone of them will have two wives. The marrow of the every person who is considered weak and is despised, and who,
bones of the wives’ legs will be seen through the flesh because if he takes an oath of reliance upon Allah, will fulfill it. Now
of excessive beauty. They [the people of Paradise] will neither may | tell you who the people destined for Hell are? [They are]

have differences nor hatred among themselves. Their hearts everyone who is ignorant, impertinent, proud and arrogant.'112

will be as one heart, and they will be glorifying Allah In the
orning and In the evening."109

Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah’s Apostle (peace be upon him) said:
"The first batch [of people] who will enter Paradise will be
[glittering] like a full moon, and those who will enter next will
be [glittering] like the brightest star. Their hearts will be like
the heart of a single man, for they will have no enmity among
themselves. Everyone of them shall have two wives, each of
whom will be so beautiful, pure and transparent that the
marrow of the bones of their legs will be seen through the flesh.
They will be glorifying Allah In the morning and evening. They

will never fall i1ll, blow their noses or spit. Their utensils will be

of gold and silver and their combs will be of gold. The matter

used In their censers will be the aloewood, and their sweat will

“Related by Al-Bukhaari.
ARelated by Al-Bukhaari. mRelated by Muslim, AI—-Bukhaari aTnd At-Tirmidhi.
_ "Related by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim.
109Related by Al-Bukhaari.
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THE WOMEN OF PARADISE

companions of the right hand/118
"But give glad tidings to those who believe and work

righteousness, that they will have gardens beneath which
rivers flow. Every time they are provided with fruits
therefrom, they say, ‘Why, this Is what we were provided with "Companions restrained [as to their glances] in pavilions.”119
before,” for they are given things In resemblance. They have

therein pure companions, and they abide therein forever.”113 five

"Verily, for the righteous there will be attainment of security -

gardens enclosed and grapevines, companions of equal age
and a cup full [to the brim].""'120

"And [there will be] companions with beautiful, big and Abu Hurayrah reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
lustrous eyes - likened to well-guarded pearls, a reward for "The [members] of the first group to enter Paradise will have
what they used to do."114 faces as bright as the full moon during the night. The next

group will have faces as bright as the shining stars In the sky.
Every person will have two wives, and the marrow of their
shanks will glimmer beneath the flesh. There will be none

"And beside them will be -chaste women restraining their _ B _
without a wife In Paradise."121 ° |

glances, (companions) ofequal age."11"

After Haarithah had been martyred by an arrow thrown by an unknown person

on the Day (of the battle) of Badr, his mother came to the Prophet (peace be
"In them will be chaste [maidens] restraining their glances, upon him). She said:

whom no man orjinn before them has touched."116 "O Allah’s Apostle, you know the position of Haarithah in my
heart [I.e. how dear he was to her]. So if he Is In Paradise, | will
not weep for him. Otherwise, you will see what | will do." The
"In them will be fair [companions], good and beautiful."117 Prophet (peace be upon him) said, "Are you mad? Is there
only one Paradise? There are many Paradises, and he Is In the
highest Paradise of Firdaus." The Prophet (peace be upon him)

"We have created [thelr companions] of special creation and added, "A forenoon journey or an afternoon journey in Allah’s

made them virgins, loving [by nature] and equal in age for the Soorah Al-Rahmaan. 55:70

"Soorah Al-Waagi'ah, 56:35-38.

-Soorah Al-Bagarah, 2:25. "Soorah Al-Rahmaan, 55:72.
"SoorahAl-Waagi'ah, 56:22-24. ™Soorah Al-Naba\ 78:31-34.
1 Saad, 38:52.
NSoorah Al-Rahmaan, 55:56. 35
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THE WOMEN OF PARADISE

cause IS better than the whole world and whatever is In it. A
place equal to an arrow bow of anyone of you or a place equal
to a foot In Paradise Is better than the whole world and
whatever is in it. If one of the women of Paradise looked at the
earth, she would fill the whole space between them [the earth
and the heaven] with light and would fill whatever is In between
them with perfume. The veil of her face is better than the
whole world and whatever Is In it."122

121Related by Muslim.
122Related by Al-Bukhaari.
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"Allah will admit those who believe and work righteous deeds
to gardens beneath which rivers flow. They shall be adorned
with bracelets of gold and pearls, and their garments therein
will be silk. They have been guided [in this life] to good

speech, and they have been guided to the path of Him, the All-
praised."123

"For them will be gardens of eternity, rivers flowing beneath
them. They will be adorned with bracelets of gold, and they
will wear green garments of fine silk and heavy brocade,

reclining on raised thrones. How good the reward! How
beautiful a place ofrest'124 A\ -

"As for the righteous, [they will be] In a position of security

among gardens and springs, dressed In fine silk and In rich
brocade, facing each other. And We shall join them to

companions with beautiful, big and lustrous eyes."125

"Gardens of eternity they will enter. They will be adorned

therein with bracelets of gold and pearls. Their garments will

123SoorahAl-Hajj, 22:23-24. AVANRNIg =
ASoorahAl-Kahf, 18:31. *
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THE GARMENTS OF PARADISE

cause Is better than the whole world and whatever Is In it. A "Allah will admit those who believe and work righteous deeds
place equal to an arrow bow of anyone of you or a place equal to gardens beneath which rivers flow* They shall be adorned
to a foot In Paradise Is better than the whole world and with bracelets or gold and pearls, and their garments therein

whatever is In It. If one of the women of Paradise looked at the

earth, she would f:l|| t_he whole space _between the_m_ [the earth speech. and they have been guided to the path of Him, the All-
and the heaven] with light and would fill whatever Is In between oraised."123

then with perfume. The vell of her face is better than the
whole world and whatever is in it."122

will be silk. They have been guided [in this life] to good

"For them will be gardens of eternity, rivers flowing beneath
them. They will be adorned with bracelets of gold, and they
will wear green garments of fine silk and heavy brocade,
reclining on raised thrones. How good the reward! How
beautiful a place of rest!”124

"As for the righteous, [they will be] In a position of security
among gardens and springs, dressed In fine silk and In rich
brocade, facing each other. And We shall join them to
companions with beautiful, big and lustrous eyes."125

el

"Gardens of eternity they Wil enter, They will be adorned
therein with bracelets of gold and pearls. Their garments will

123Soorah Al-Hajj, 22:23-24.
WSoorah Al-Kahf, 18:31.

~Related by Muslim.
"Related by Al-Bukhaari. 37



THE GARMENTS OF PARADISE

be of silk. They will say, ‘Praise be to Allah who has removed
from us [all] sorrow, for our Lord is Indeed oft-forgiving,
appreciative, who has settled us In the bouse of lasting

residence out of His bounty. NoO toil nor sense of weariness
shall touch us therein.’"'126

"Upon the will be green garments of fine silk and heavy
brocade. They will be adorned with bracelets of silver, and

their Lord will give them a pure drink. ‘Verily, this Is a
reward for you, and your endeavor has been appreciated.’"12?

Al-Baraa’'h bin ‘Aazib said:
"Allah’s Apostle (peace be upon him) was given a silken
garment, and Its beauty and delicacy astonished the people. On

that, Allah’s Apostle (peace be upon him) said, ‘No doubt, the
handkerchiefs of Sa‘'d bin Mu'aadh In Paradise are better than

this.*128

Soorah Al-Dukhaan, 44:51-54.

NSoorah Faatir, 35:33-35.
NSoorahAl-Insaan, 76:21-22.
128Rclated by Al-Bukhaart.
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"Allah will admit those who believe and work righteous deeds
to gardens beneath which rivers flow. They shall be adorned
with bracelets of gold and pearls, and their garments therein
will be silk. They have been guided [in this life] to good

speech, and they have been guided to the path of Him, the All-
praised."129

Jjlj-'-Ay JyJ JILAK] e

"For them will be gardens of eternity, rivers flowing beneath
them. They will be adorned with bracelets of gold, and they
will wear green garments of fine silk and heavy brocade,
reclining on raised thrones. How good the reward! How
beautiful a place of rest!”130

"Upon them will be green garments of fine silk and heavy
brocade. They will be adorned with bracelets of silver, and
their Lord will give them a pure drink. ‘Verily, this Is a
reward for you, and your endeavor has been appreciated.’’131

INSoorah Al-Hajj, 22:23-24.
1XSoorah Al-Kahf, 18:31.




THE BRACELETS OF THE PEOPLE OF PARADISE

"Gardens of eternity they will enter. They will be adorned
therein with bracelets of gold and pearls. Their garments will
be of silk. They will say, ‘Praise be to Allah who has removed
from us [all] sorrow, for our Lord is indeed oft-forgiving,
appreciative, who has settled us In the house of lasting
residence out of His bounty. No toil nor sense of weariness
shall touch us therein.*"132

T0

kF

I"Soorah Al-Insaan, 76:21-22.
MSoorah Faatir, 35:33-35.
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THE YOUTHFUL SERVANTS OF PARADISE

"Around them will circulate eternal youths with goblets,
beakers and cups [filled] from clear-flowing fountains - no
after-ache will they receive therefrom, nor will they suffer

Intoxication; and [also] with fruits, any that they may select;
and the flesh of fowls, any that they may desire."133

"Around them will circulate [devoted] youths resembling well-
guarded pearls.'"134

VLA ™ -

"Around them, youths of perpetual [freshness] will serve. If
you see them, you will think they are scattered pearls."135

lyiISoorah Al-Waagi'ah, 56:17-21.
ASoorah Tuur, 52:24.
ASoorah Al-Insaan, 76:19.
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THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PEOPLE OF PARADISE
"They will say, ‘Praise be to Allah, who has truly fulfilled His

"Verily, the companions of the Garden are in occupations they promise to us and has made us inherit the earth. We can
enjoy. They and their spouses will be in [cool] shade, dwell In the garden where we will. How excellent a reward for
reclining on thrones."136 those who work [righteousness]!'*140
PN ")’//'./'
S S \\/ Pl pesr

"Then those who have believed and worked righteous deeds
will be INn a garden [of happiness], honored."137

{0

"IThey will be] facing each other on thrones. Passed around
to them will be a cup from a clear-flowing fountain, crystal-
white, of a taste delicious to those who drink [from 1t It is]
free from headiness, and they will not suffer intoxication from
IT Beside them will be chaste women, restraining their

glances, with big eyes [of wonder and beauty], as If they were
[delicate] eqggs, closely guarded.138

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

ey WAEMRRISN & dhehdirSttpWhdagihgviH meitadmaHeditp
A RABEI5G WV Idhave /ENRIECES dse PFGRILRS [ UNIIBIPORNEUNNG
heniahitent] NavioMdl dieitpespiplt Bat AUHBRN neatasEBn N oMote
eXCERTaC s Tdey/ aiddage that WERNSHSNANG tBeItheoREsromeeg
ofigeldTaod, sieetisanddhalfusbf khairderazeersrvill, br adoes
ame thahearat fiedhthenem bk cahd! &éryone of them will have

two spouses [so beautiful] that the marrow of their shanks will
unbelievers not rewarded [finally] for what they used to be visible through thJe-ﬁ‘fé’é'h:j‘ﬁJ]ergwill be no dissension among

"But on this day the believers will laugh at the unbelievers. On

thrones they will command a sight [of all things]. Are the

do?"139 them and no enmity in their hearts. Their hearts will be like
one heart, glorifying Allah morning and evening.142
Al-Mutaffifeen, 83:34-36.
Soorah Yaa Seen, 36:55-56. Soorah Al-Zumar, 39:74.
Soorah RUUM. 3015 WSoorahAl-Tuur> 52:25-28.
rSoorah Al-Saaffaat, 37:44-49. "Related by Muslim.
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THE RANKS OF PARADISE

"Those who believe, emigrate and strive with might and main
INn Allah’s cause with their wealth and their persons have the
highest rank in the sight of Allah. They are the ones who will
achieve [salvation]. Their Lord gives them glad tidings of a
mercy from Himself and good pleasure and of gardens for

them wherein iIs lasting enjoyment. They will dwell therein
forever. Verily, with Allah is a great reward."143

sifon

"Look how We have bestowed rmore on some than on others.

But verily In the Hereafter Is 'greater difference In rank and
preference.''144

ri 1SI

"O you who believe! When you are told to make room |[B
assemblies, |[spread out and] make room. [Ample] room will

Allah provide for you. And when you are told to rise up, rise
up. Allah will raise those of you who believe and who have
been granted knowledge in rank. Allah is well-acquainted with

all you do.""14S

[pr—* &*1"

THE RANKS OF PARADISE

live. But he who comes to Him as a believer who has <
righteous deeds, for them are ranks exalted - gardens

eternity, beneath which flow rivers, dwelling therein forever.
Such iIs the reward of those who purify themselves [from
evil],"146

vifc?2.l1 | $ kol >

It Is narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:;

"Whoever believes Iin Allah and His Apostle (peace be upon
him), offers prayer perfectly and fasts the month of Ramadan
will rightfully be granted Paradise by Allah, no matter whether
he fights In Allah’s cause or remains In the land where he Is
born." The people said, "Oh Allah’s Apostle! Shall we acquaint
the people with this good news?" He said, "Paradise has one-
hundred grades which Allah has reserved for the mujaahidoon
who fight In His cause, and the distance between each of two
grades Is like the distance between the Heaven and the earth.
So when you ask Allah [for something], ask.-for al-Firdaus
which Is the best and highest part of Paradise."” [the sub-
narrator added, "l think the Prophet also said, ‘Above it [a/-
Firdaus] Is the throne of the beneficent [i.e. Allah], and from It
originate the rivers of Paradise.”]|147

Sahl bin Sa‘'d reported that Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said:

"The people of Paradise will look to the upper apartment of
Paradise In the same way as you see the planets in the sky."148

Tt

"Verily, he who comes to his Lord as a criminal |[at

judgement], for him iIs Hell, wherein he shall neither die nor
Soorah Al-Mujaadilah, 58:11.

~Soorah Al-Tawbah, 9:20-22. 14250|0ftardTbaaAHla§’ 207476
Related by Al-Bukhaaril.

NSoorahAl-lIsraa, 17:21.
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live. But he who comes to Him as a believer who has:

righteous deeds, for them are ranks exalted - gardens

"Those who believe, emigrate and strive with might and main

: : : : ternit neath which flow river welling therein forever.
in Allah’s cause with their wealth and their persons have the eternity, benea ch 1o ers, dwelling therein toreve

Such I1s the reward of those who purify themselves [from

highest rank in the sight of Allah. They are the ones who will evill "146

achieve [salvation]. Their Lord gives them glad tidings of a
ercy fro Himself and good pleasure and of gardens for

them wherein is lasting enjoyment. They will dwell therein
forever. Verily, with Allah iIs a great reward.''143

| ail itJ| y

It Is narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Whoever believes In Allah and His Apostle (peace be upon
him), offers prayer perfectly and fasts the month of Ramadan

"Look how We have bestowed more on some than on others. will rightfully be granted Paradise by Allah, no matter whether
But verily in the Hereatfter Is 'greater difference in rank and he fights in Allah’s cause or remains in the land where he is
preference. born." The people said, "Oh Allah’s Apostle! Shall we acquaint

the people with this good news?" He said, "Paradise has one-
hundred grades which Allah has reserved for the mujaahidoon

"0 yon who believel When you are told to make room in who fight In His cause, and the distance between each of two
assemblies, [spread out and] make room. [Ample] room will grades Is like the distance between the Heaven and the earth
Allah provide for you. And when you are told to rise up, rise So when you ask Allah [for something], ask.-for al-Firdaus
up. Allah will raise those of you who believe and who have which Is the best and highest part of Paradise.” [the sub-

been granted knowledge in rank. Allah is well-acquainted with narrator added, "I think the Prophet also said, ‘Above It [al-
all you do."145 Firdaus] 1s the throne of the beneficent [Le. Allah], and from it

originate the rivers of Paradise.]147

Sahl bin Sa‘d reported that Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said:

"The people of Paradise will look to the upper apartment of
Paradise In the same way as you see the planets in the sky."148

"Verily, he who comes to his Lord as a criminal [at

judgement], for him is Hell, wherein he shall neither die nor45
ASoorahAl-Mujaadilah, 58:11.

ASoorah Taa Haa, 20:74-76.

NSoorah Al-Tawbah, 9:20-22.
147Rclated by Al-Bukhaari.

NSoorahAl-lIsraal, 17:21.
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Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudri narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: THE LOWEST RANK IN PARADISE

"The people of Paradise will look at the dwellers of the lofty
mansions [l.e. a superior place in Paradise] in the same way as
one looks at a brilliant star far away In the East or In the West
on the horizon. That Is because of their superiority over one
another [in rewards]."” Because of that, the people said, "Oh
Allah’s Apostle! Are these lofty mansions the prophets
mansions which nobody else can reach?" The Prophet replied,

"By Allah, In whose hands vy life is, some men who believe in
Allah and trust His Apostles [will be able to reach them]."149

‘Abdullah said:
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘I know the person
who will be the last to come out of the Hellfire and the last to
enter Paradise. He will be a man who will come out of the
Hellfire crawling, and Allah will say to him, "Go and enter
Paradise." He will go to it, but he will imagine that it has been
filled, and then he will return and say, "Oh Lord, | have found it
full.” Allah will say, "Go and enter Paradise, and you will have
what equals the world and ten times as much [or, you will have
as much as ten times the like of the world]." On that, the man
will say, "Do you mock at me [or, laugh at me] though You are
the King?'"” | saw Allah’s Apostle [while saying that] smiling

that his premolar teeth became visible. It iIs said that that will
be the lowest In degree among the people of Paradise."151

Anas bin Maalik reported that Umm Ar-Rubaa’l bint Al-Baraa’h, the mother of
Haarithah bin Suraagah, came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) and said:
"Oh Allah’'s Prophet! Will you tell me about Haarithah?"
Haarithah had been killed [i.e. martyred] on the day of Badr
with an arrow by an unidentified person. She added, "Ifhe iIs In
Paradise, | will be patient; otherwise, | will weep bitterly for
him." He said, "Oh mother of Haarithah! There are gardens In

Paradise, and your son got the Firdaus al-A'laa [i.e. the best
place in Paradise]."1"0

Abu Hurayrah said:
"Some people said, ‘O Allah’s Apostle! Shall we see our Lord
on the Day of Resurrection? He sald, ‘Do you crowd and
squeeze each other on looking at the sun when it Is not hidden
by clouds?’ They replied, ‘No, Allah’s Apostle.” He said, ‘Do
you crowd and squeeze each other on looking at the moon
when 1t 1s full and not hidden by clouds? They replied, ‘No,
Allah’s Apostle.” He said, ‘So you will see HimJyour Lord] on
the Day of Resurrection similarly. Allah will gather all the
people and say, "Whoever used to worship anything should
follow that thing." So he who used to worship the sun, will
follow It; and he who used to worship the moon will follow It;
and he who used to worship false deities will follow them. And
then only this nation [i.e. Muslims] will remain, Including their
hypocrites. Allah will come to them in a shape other than they
know and will say, "I am your Lord." They will say, "We seek

« refuge with Allah from you. This is our place [i.e.,we will not

follow you] till our Lord comes to us, and when our Lord
""Related by Muslim.

149Related by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim. delated by Al-Bukhaari.

"Related by Al-Bukhaari.
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comes to us, we will recognize Him."

the
will say, "[No doubt] You are our Lord," and they will follow

Him. Then a bridge will be laid over the Hellfire.” Allah’s
Apostle added, ‘I will be the first to cross it. The invocation of
the apostles on that day will be, "Allaahumma sallim, sallim!
|Oh Allah, save us, save us!]" Over that bridge will be hooks
similar to the thorns of as-sa'daan [a thorny tree]. Didn’t you
see the thorns of as-sa‘'daanT The companions said, ‘Yes, Oh
Allah’s Apostle.” He added, ‘So the hooks over that bridge will
be like the thorns of as-sa‘'daan, except that their greatness In
size I1s only known to Allah. These hooks will snatch the people

according to their deeds. Some people will be ruined because
of their evil deeds, and some will be cut into pieces and fall

down In Hell, but will be saved afterwards when Allah has
finished the judgements among His slaves and Intends to take
out of the Fire whoever He wishes to take out from among
those who used to testify that none had the right to be
worshipped but Allah. He will order the angels to take them
out. The angels will know them by the mark of the traces of
prostration [on their foreheads], for Allah banned the Fire to
consume the traces of prostration on the body of Adam’s son.
So they will take them out, and by then they will have been
burnt [as coal]. Then water, called maa'ul hayat [water of life]
will be poured on them, and they will spring out like a seed
springs out on the bank of a rainwater stream. There'will
remain one man who will be facing the Hellfire and will say,
"Oh Lord! Its [1. e. Hell's] vapor has poisoned and smoked me,
and 1ts flame has burnt me. Please turn my face away from the
Fire." He will keep on invoking Allah till Allah says, "Perhaps,
If 1 give you [what you want], you will ask for another thing."
The man will say, "No, by Your power, | will not ask You for
anything else.” Then Allah will turn his face away from the
Fire. The man will say after that, "Oh Lord, bring me near the
gate of Paradise." Allah will say [to him], "Didn’t you promise
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not to ask for anything else? Woe to you, oh son of Adam!
How treacherous you are!™ The man will keep invoking Allah
till Allah will say, "But 1f | give you that, you may ask me for
something else." The man will say, "No, by Your power, | will
not ask for anything else." He will give Allah his covenant and
promise not to ask for anything else after that. So Allah will
bring him near to the gate of Paradise. When he sees what Is In
It, he will remain silent as long as Allah wills, and then he will
say, "Oh Lord! Let me enter Paradise."” Allah will say, "Pidn’t
you promise that you would not ask Me for anything other than
that? Woe to you, oh son of Adam! How treacherous you
are!" On that, the man will say, "Oh Lord! Do not make me
the most wretched of Your creation,"” and will keep on Invoking
Allah till Allah will smile. When Allah smiles because of him,
then He will allow him to enter Paradise. When he enters
Paradise, he will be addressed, "Wish from so-and-so." He will
wish until all his wishes are fulfilled. Then Allah will say, "All
this [i.e. what you have wished for] and as much again therewith
are for you."" Abu Hurayrah added, "That man will be the last
of the people of Paradise to enter [Paradise]."”

‘Ataa’ narrated [while Abu Hurayrah was reporting]: "Abu
Sa'eed was sitting In the company of Abu Hurayrah, and he did
not deny anything of his narration till he reached his saying, ‘All
this and as much again therewith are for you.” Then Abu
Sa'eed said, ‘| heard Allah’s Apostle say, "'This 1S’for you and
ten times as much.” Abu Hurayrah said, ‘In my memory It Is as
much again therewith.’"152

Related by Al-Bukhaatril.
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Abu Hurayrah reported that Allah’s Apostle (peace be upon him) said:
"But those who have faith and work righteousness, they are "He who gets Into Paradise [will be made to enjoy such an

companions ofthe Garden, abiding In it eternally.”153 everlasting] bliss that he will neither become destitute nor will

his clothes wear out nor will his youthfulness decline."158

Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudri and Abu Hurayrah both narrated that Allah’s Messenger
(peace be upon him) said:

_ "There will be an announcer [in Paradise] who will make this
"There, no sense of fatigue shall touch them, nor shall they . ‘ . . .
. . +  Nfannouncement, ‘Verily, there 1s In store for you [everlasting]
[ever] be evicted."154 _ _ e
health. You will never fall ill, and you will live [forever] and
never die. You will remain young and never grow old. You
will always live In affluent circumstances and never become

"They will not taste death therein, except the first death, and | fc destitute.” [This Is explained in] the words of Allah, the Exalted
He will preserve them from the penalty of the blazing Fire. [It and Glorious, ‘And it will be announced to them, This is the

2 will be] a bounty from your Lord. That will be the supreme Paradise you have been made to inherit for what you used to
achievement!155 do.””"159

Abu Sa'eed reported that Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Death will be brought on the Day of Resurrection In the form
of a white-colored ram." [Abu Kuraib made, the addition,
"Then 1t will be made to stand between Paradise and Hell." So
far as the rest of the hadeeth Is concerned, there Is perfect
agreement between the two narrators]. "It will be said to the

people of Paradise, ‘Do you recognize this?’ They will raise up
their necks, look towards It and say, ‘Yes, It Is death.” Then a
command will be given to slaughter it, and it will be said, ‘Oh
people of Paradise, there Is everlasting life for you and no
death.” Then [addressing] the people of Hellfire, it will be said,
‘Oh people of Hellfire, there iIs everlasting life for you and no
death.” Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) then recited

"As for those who believe and work righteous deeds, they will

have the gardens of Paradise as hospitality. Eternally therein,
they will not desire any other [place],"156

“"Their Lord gives them glad tidings of a mercy from Himself

and good pleasure and of gardens for them wherein iIs lasting
enjoyment.."157

ASoorah Al-Bagarah, 2:82. Soorah Al-Tawbah, 9:21.
ASoorah Al-Hijr, 15:48. “Related by Muslim.
150 | o . g
Soorah Al-Dukhaan, 44:56-57. Related by Muslim. The Qur’aanic quote is from Soorah Al-A'raaf, 7:43.
156500ra/i 18:107-108. "Related by Muslim. The Qur’aanic quote Is from Soorah Maryam, 19:39.

50 ol



EVERLASTING LIFE IN PARADISE

EVERLASTING LIFE IN PARADISE
Abu Hurayrah reported that Allah’s Apostle (peace be upon him) said:

"But those who have faith and work righteousness, they are "He who gets Into Paradise [will be made to enjoy such an
companions of the Garden, abiding in it eternally."153 everlasting] bliss that he will neither become destitute nor will

his clothes wear out nor will his youthfulness decline."158

Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudri and Abu Hurayrah both narrated that Allah’s Messenger
(peace be upon him) said:
"There will be an announcer [in Paradise] who will make this
* announcement, ‘Verily, there Is In store for you [everlasting]
health. You will never fall ill, and you will live [forever] and
never die. You will remain young and never grow old. You
will always live In affluent circumstances and never become

"There, no sense of fatigue shall touch them, nor shall they
[ever] be evicted."154

"They will not taste death therein, except the first death, and destitute.” [This Is explained in] the words of Allah, the Exalted
He will preserve them from the penalty of the blazing Fire. [It and Glorious, ‘And it will be announced to them, "This is the
will be] a bounty from your Lord. That will be the supreme Paradise you have been made to inherit for what you used to
achievement!"'155 do.""159

Abu Sa‘eed reported that Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
"Death will be brought on the Day of Resurrection In the form
of a white-colored ram." [Abu Kuraib made,, the addition,
"Then 1t will be made to stand between Paradise and Hell." So
far as the rest of the hadeeth Is concerned, there Is perfect
agreement between the two narrators]. "It will be said to the
people of Paradise, ‘Do you recognize this?” They will raise up
their necks, look towards It and say, ‘Yes, It Is death.” Then a
command will be given to slaughter it, and it will be said, ‘Oh
people of Paradise, there is everlasting life for you and no
death.” Then [addressing] the people of Hellfire, it will be said,
‘Oh people of Hellfire, there is everlasting life for you and no
death.” Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) then recited

"As for those who believe and work righteous deeds, they will

have the gardens of Paradise as hospitality. Eternally therein,
they will not desire any other [place].""156

"Their Lord gives them glad tidings of a mercy from Himself

and good pleasure and of gardens for them wherein Is lasting
enjoyment.''157

"SoorahAl-Bagarah, 2:82. WSoorah Al-Tawbah, 9:21.
"SoorahAl-Hijr, 15:48. "“Related by Muslim.
Soorah Al-Dukhaan, 44:56-51. Related by Muslim. The Qu”aanic quote is from Soorah Al-A*raaf, TA3,

"Soorah Al-Kafif, 18:107-108. ~Related by Muslim. The Qur’aanic quote is from Soorah Maryam, 19:39.
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the following verse pointing with his hand to this [material]

world: "Warn them of the day of regret, when their affairs will
be decided. They are unmindful, and they do not believe."160

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

"It will be said to the people of Paradise, ‘Oh people of
Paradise, eternity [for you] and no death!” To the people of the

Fire [it will be said], ‘Oh people of the Fire, eternity [for you]
and no death!"161

THE GREATEST THING IN PARADISE

"Say, ‘Shall 1 bring your attention to things far better than
those? For the righteous are gardens in nearness to their
Lord, with rivers flowing beneath, eternal therein, with pure
companions and the good pleasure of Allah. For within
Allah’s sight are [all] His servants ¢ [especially] those who
say, "'Our Lord, we have indeed believed, so forgive us our sins
and protect us from the agony of the Fire." - those who are
patient, are truthful, who worship devoutly, who spend [in the

way of Allah] and who pray for forgiveness in the pre-dawn
hours.™'162

"Allah has promised to believers, men and women, gardens
under which rivers flow to dwell therein eternally and good

homes In gardens of everlasting bliss. But the pleasure of
Allah Is greatest. That is the supreme triumph."163

"Those who believe, emigrate and strive with might and main
IN Allah’s cause with their wealth and their persons have the
highest rank in the sight of Allah. They are the ones who will

|&Soorah Aall Imraan” 3:15-17.

ASoorah Al-Tawbah, 9:72.

“Related by Al-Bukhaari.
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the following verse pointing with his hand to this [material]

world: "Warn them of the day of regret, when their affairs will
be decided. They are unmindful, and they do not believe."160

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

"It will be said to the people of Paradise, ‘Oh people of
Paradise, eternity [for you] and no death!” To the people of the
Fire [it will be said], ‘Oh people of the Fire, eternity [for you]

and no death!’"161

Related by Al-Bukhaari.
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"Say, 'Shall | bring your attention to things far better than
those? For the righteous are gardens In nearness to their
Lord, with rivers flowing beneath, eternal therein, with pure
companions and the good pleasure of Allah. For within
Allah’s sight are [all] His servants - [especially] those who
say, "Our Lord, we have indeed believed, so forgive us our sins
and protect us from the agony of the Fire." - those who are
patient, are truthful, who worship devoutly, who spend [in the

way of Allah] and who pray for forgiveness In the pre-dawn
hours.”1162

"Allah has promised to believers, men and women, gardens
under which rivers flow to dwell therein eternally and good

homes In gardens of everlasting bliss. But the pleasure of
Allah Is greatest. That is the supreme triumph."163

Al Tif>K

"Those who believe, emigrate and strive with might and main
IN Allah’s cause with their wealth and their persons have the
highest rank in the sight of Allah. They are the ones who will

ASoora/tAa/il/nraan, 3:15-17.
NSoorah Al-Tawbah, 9:72.
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achieve [salvation]. Their Lord gives them glad tidings of a
mercy from Himself and good pleasure and of gardens for
them wherein iIs lasting enjoyment. They, will dwell therein

forever. Verily, with Allah iIs a great reward."164*

*T*
SINS>S>1>

>*.| HJbI 113 n 5"

"Theilr salutation on the day they meet Him will be ‘Peace!;/
and He has prepared for them a generous reward."16"

Peace!* - a word [of salutation] from a Lord most
merciful!''166

"Some faces, that day, will beam [In happiness], looking at
their Lord."167

Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudri reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Allah will say to the inhabitants of Paradise, ‘Oh inhabitants of
Paradise!” They will say,’ ‘Oh our Lord, we present ourselves
and are at Your pleasure, and goodness rests In Your hands.
Then He will say, ‘Are you contented?’ They will reply, ‘And

1MSoorah Al-Tawbah, 9:20-22.
16”"500raA 33:44.

166<SooraA Yaa Seen, 36:58.
167500raA Al-Qlyaamah, 75:22-23. This ayah is used as proof by ahl-us-sunnah that the people

Paradise will actually see their Creator.
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how should we not be contented, oh Lord, when You have
given to us that which You have give to no one else of Your

creation?” Then He will say, ‘Would you not like Me to give
you something better than that?” They will answer, ‘Oh Lord,
and what thing Is better than that?” He will say, ‘I shall cause
My favor to descend upon you and thereafter shall never be

displeased with you."'168

Related by Al-Bukhaari, Muslim and At*Tirmidhi.
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