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Introduction

The following short book discusses the Story of the Holy Prophet Musa,
peace be upon him, & Khidr, may Allah be pleased with him. This
discussion is based on Chapter 18 Al Kahf, Verses 60-82 of the Holy
Quran:

“And [mention] when Moses said to his boy [i.e., servant], "I will not
cease [traveling] until | reach the junction of the two seas or continue for
a long period." But when they reached the junction between them, they
forgot their fish, and it took its course into the sea, slipping away. So
when they had passed beyond it, [Moses] said to his boy, "Bring us our
morning meal. We have certainly suffered in this, our journey, [much]
fatigue." He [the young man] said, "Did you see when we retired to the
rock? Indeed, | forgot [there] the fish. And none made me forget it except
Satan - that | should mention it. And it took its course into the sea
amazingly." [Moses] said, "That is what we were seeking." So they
returned, following their footprints.” And they found a servant from
among Our servants [al-Khidr] to whom We had given mercy from Us
and had taught him from Us a [certain] knowledge. Moses said to him,
"May | follow you on [the condition] that you teach me from what you
have been taught of sound judgement?" He said, "Indeed, with me you
will never be able to have patience. And how can you have patience for
what you do not encompass in knowledge? [Moses] said, "You will find
me, if Allah wills, patient, and | will not disobey you in [any] order." He
said, "Then if you follow me, do not ask me about anything until | make
to you about it mention [i.e., explanation]." So they set out, until when
they had embarked on the ship, he [i.e., al-Khigr] tore it open. [Moses]
said, "Have you torn it open to drown its people? You have certainly
done a grave thing." [Al-Khidr] said, "Did | not say that with me you
would never be able to have patience?" [Moses] said, "Do not blame me
for what | forgot and do not overwhelm me in my matter with difficulty.”



So they set out, until when they met a boy, he [i.e., al-Khidr] killed him.
[Moses] said, "Have you killed a pure soul for other than [having killed] a
soul? You have certainly done a deplorable thing." [Al-Khigdr] said, "Did |
not tell you that with me you would never be able to have patience?"
[Moses] said, "If | should ask you about anything after this, then do not
keep me as a companion. You have obtained from me an excuse." So
they set out, until when they came to the people of a town, they asked its
people for food, but they refused to offer them hospitality. And they
found therein a wall about to collapse, so he [i.e., al-Khigr] restored it.
[Moses] said, "If you wished, you could have taken for it a payment." [Al-
Khigr] said, "This is parting between me and you. | will inform you of the
interpretation of that about which you could not have patience.” As for
the ship, it belonged to poor people working at sea. So | intended to
cause defect in it as there was after them a king who seized every
[good] ship by force. And as for the boy, his parents were believers, and
we feared that he would overburden them by transgression and
disbelief. So we intended that their Lord should substitute for them one
better than him in purity and nearer to mercy. And as for the wall, it
belonged to two orphan boys in the city, and there was beneath it a
treasure for them, and their father had been righteous. So your Lord
intended that they reach maturity and extract their treasure, as a mercy
from your Lord. And | did it not of my own accord. That is the
interpretation of that about which you could not have patience."”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:



“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.
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“And [mention] when Moses said to his boy [i.e., servant], "I will not cease
[traveling] until | reach the junction of the two seas or continue for a long
period."

But when they reached the junction between them, they forgot their fish
and it took its course into the sea, slipping away.



So when they had passed beyond it, [Moses] said to his boy, "Bring us our
morning meal. We have certainly suffered in this, our journey, [much]
fatigue.”

He [the young man] said, "Did you see when we retired to the rock?
Indeed, | forgot [there] the fish. And none made me forget it except Satan -
that | should mention it. And it took its course into the sea amazingly."

[Moses] said, "That is what we were seeking." So they returned, following
their footprints.”™



“And [mention] when Moses said to his boy [i.e., servant], "l will not
cease [traveling] until I reach the junction of the two seas or continue
for along period." But when they reached the junction between them,

they forgot their fish, and it took its course into the sea, slipping
away. So when they had passed beyond it, [Moses] said to his boy,

"Bring us our morning meal. We have certainly suffered in this, our
journey, [much] fatigue." He [the young man] said, "Did you see when

we retired to the rock? Indeed, | forgot [there] the fish. And none
made me forget it except Satan - that | should mention it. And it took
its course into the sea amazingly." [Moses] said, "That is what we
were seeking." So they returned, following their footprints.””

As confirmed by a Hadith found Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3149, the Holy
Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, was seeking a man to learn knowledge
from. Allah, the Exalted, informed him that at the place he loses the fish he
will find this man.

A muslim should never believe they possess too much knowledge so
therefore they do not need to seek or gain more. In addition, they should
never be too shy in gaining useful knowledge from anyone irrespective of
their age, social status or anything else. The Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be
upon him, is one of the highest ranking Holy Prophets, peace be upon
them, yet he still journeyed to learn from someone who possessed a lower
rank than his own. A person who rejects the truth when it is presented to
them because they believe they are superior to the one who is imparting
the knowledge has clearly adopted pride. This is confirmed in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 265. In fact, this same Hadith warns that an
atom’s worth of pride is enough to take someone to Hell.



Unfortunately, this attitude is commonly observed in this day and age as
muslims often ignore the advice and knowledge given to them by those
who are younger than them. This is often seen in parents who reject what
their children advise claiming parents always know best. As proven by this
great event a person should never be embarrassed or ashamed to accept
the truth from anyone.

Put simply, the muslim who believes they do not need to gain knowledge
from others is a truly ignorant person even if they possess much
knowledge. Whereas, the person who possesses little knowledge which
they act upon and are always open to gaining more beneficial knowledge
from anyone is a truly knowledgeable person.



“And [mention] when Moses said to his boy [i.e., servant], "l will not
cease [traveling] until I reach the junction of the two seas or continue
for along period." But when they reached the junction between them,

they forgot their fish, and it took its course into the sea, slipping
away. So when they had passed beyond it, [Moses] said to his boy,

"Bring us our morning meal. We have certainly suffered in this, our
journey, [much] fatigue." He [the young man] said, "Did you see when

we retired to the rock? Indeed, | forgot [there] the fish. And none
made me forget it except Satan - that | should mention it. And it took
its course into the sea amazingly." [Moses] said, "That is what we
were seeking." So they returned, following their footprints.””

As confirmed by a Hadith found Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3149, the Holy
Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, was seeking a man to learn knowledge
from. Allah, the Exalted, informed him that at the place he loses the fish he
will find this man.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever
follows a path seeking knowledge Allah, the Exalted, will make the path to
Paradise easy for them.

This indicates both a physical path someone takes seeking knowledge,
such as attending lectures and classes, and a path whereby someone
seeks knowledge without a physical journey. It encompasses all forms of
knowledge, such as listening, reading, studying and writing about
knowledge. The path to Paradise has many obstacles preventing a muslim



from reaching it. Only the one who possesses knowledge of them and how
to overcome them will reach Paradise safely. In addition, it easily
understood that a person cannot reach a city in this world without
knowledge of its location and the route which leads to it. Similarly, Paradise
cannot be obtained without knowing these things about it, such as the path
leading to it.

But the important thing to note is that a muslim’s intention to seek and act
on knowledge must be to please Allah, the Exalted. Whoever seeks
religious knowledge for a worldly reason, such as showing off, will end up
in Hell if they fail to sincerely repent. This has been warned in a Hadith
found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 253.

In addition, a muslim must strive to act on their knowledge as knowledge
without action is of no value or benefit. This is like the one who possesses
knowledge of a path to safety but does not take it and instead remains in
an area full of dangers. This is why knowledge can be split into two
categories. The first is when one acts on their knowledge, which leads to
piety and an increase in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. The second is
when one fails to act on their knowledge. This type will not increase one’s
obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in fact, it will only increase them in
arrogance believing they are superior to others even though they are like
donkeys which carry books that do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah,
verse 5.

“...and then did not take it on (did not act on their knowledge) is like that of
a donkey who carries volumes [of books]...”



“And [mention] when Moses said to his boy [i.e., servant], "I will not
cease [traveling] until I reach the junction of the two seas or continue
for along period." But when they reached the junction between them,

they forgot their fish, and it took its course into the sea, slipping
away. So when they had passed beyond it, [Moses] said to his boy,

"Bring us our morning meal. We have certainly suffered in this, our
journey, [much] fatigue." He [the young man] said, "Did you see when

we retired to the rock? Indeed, | forgot [there] the fish. And none
made me forget it except Satan - that | should mention it. And it took
its course into the sea amazingly." [Moses] said, "That is what we
were seeking." So they returned, following their footprints.””

As confirmed by a Hadith found Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3149, the Holy
Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, was seeking a man to learn knowledge
from. Allah, the Exalted, informed him that at the place he loses the fish he
will find this man.

This verse is connected to chapter 47 Muhammad, verse 7:

“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and
plant firmly your feet.”

This verse means that if one aids Islam then Allah, the Exalted, will help
them in both worlds. It is strange how countless people desire the help of



Allah, the Exalted, yet do not fulfil the first part of this verse through the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. The
excuse most people give is that they do not have time to perform righteous
deeds. They desire the help of Allah, the Exalted, yet will not make time to
do the things which please Him. Does this make sense? Those who do not
fulfil the obligatory duties and then expect the aid of Allah, the Exalted, in
their moment of need are quite foolish. And those who do fulfil the
obligatory duties yet refuse to go beyond them will find that the aid they
receive is limited. How one behaves is how they are treated. The more time
and energy dedicated to Allah, the Exalted, the more support they will
receive. It really is that simple.

A muslim needs to understand that the majority of the obligatory duties,
such as the five daily prayers, only takes a small amount of time in one's
day. A muslim cannot expect to barely dedicate an hour a day to offering
the obligatory prayers and then neglect Allah, the Exalted, for the rest of
the day and still expect His continuous support through all difficulties. A
person would dislike a friend who treated them in such a manner. How then
can one treat Allah, the Exalted, the Lord of the worlds, like this then?

Some only dedicate extra time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, when they
encounter a worldly problem then demand Him to fix it as if they done
Allah, the Exalted, a favour by performing voluntary good deeds. This
foolish mentality clearly contradicts servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. It is
amazing how this type of person finds time to do all their other leisurely
activities, such as spending time with family and friends, watching TV and
attending social functions yet finds no time to dedicate to pleasing Allah,
the Exalted. They cannot seem to find time to recite and adopt the



teachings of the Holy Quran. They do not seem to find time to study and
act on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him. These people somehow find wealth to spend on their
unnecessary luxuries yet seem to find no wealth to donate in voluntary
charity.

It is important to understand that a muslim will be treated according to how
they behave. Meaning, if a Muslim dedicates extra time to please Allah, the
Exalted, then they will find the support they need to journey through all
difficulties safely. But if they fail to fulfil the obligatory duties or only fulfil
them without dedicating any other time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, then
they will find a similar response from Allah, the Exalted. Put simply, the
more one gives the more they shall receive. If one does not give much they
should not expect much in return.



“...And none made me forget it except Satan - that | should mention
it...”

It is important to understand that no matter how much religious knowledge
one obtains or how much worship and righteous deeds they perform they
will never be safe from the attacks and traps of the Devil. This is because
the Devil attacks each person according to how much knowledge they
possess and how much righteous deeds they perform. For example, he will
try to convince the muslim who is strict in offering their obligatory prayers
not to offer them in congregation at the Mosque or by convincing them to
delay their obligatory prayers beyond their starting times as he knows he
will not be able to convince them to completely abandon the obligatory
prayers. Whereas, in respect to the muslim who is struggling to establish
their obligatory prayers he will attempt to convince them that they are too
difficult to establish therefore they should only offer them when they are
completely free. He tries to convince those who perform many voluntary
righteous deeds not to gain and act on Islamic knowledge in order to
improve their character so that they continue to destroy their good deeds
through bad characteristics such as, lying and backing.

The Devil aims to prevent a person from a reaching a higher level if he
cannot convince them to fall in rank through disobedience to Allah, the
Exalted. Therefore, muslims should always be on guard against his attacks
and traps by persistently striving to increase in rank, improve their
character and avoid acts of disobedience which is all achieved by gaining
and acting on Islamic knowledge.



“...And none made me forget it except Satan - that | should mention
it...”

This verse is connected to chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 38:

“...And Satan had made pleasing to them their deeds and averted them
from the path...”

As mentioned in this verse the Devil fools people into committing sins and
making wrong decisions by beautifying the incorrect choice for them. This
occurs in situations when a person must make a choice between two or
more options. It also occurs when the choice is between the lawful and
unlawful and even between two lawful options. If the Devil cannot guide
someone to a sin then he attempts to guide them to the inferior option,
even if it is lawful, hoping it will lead to some sort of a sin, such as a person
complaining about life and destiny. The Devil beautifies a choice by
causing one to focus on its apparent benefit to such a degree that they lose
focus on the bigger picture and the consequences of the choice. An adult
then behaves like a child who makes choices without reflecting over the
consequences of their actions. This is one of the main reasons why people
commit sins. In reality, if one truly reflected on the punishment of sins they
would never commit them.



Something which helps in situations like this is to mentally take a step back
and assess the options by comparing their long-term benefits and harms.
Only when the lawful benefits of something outweighs the harm should a
person proceed. The other thing which helps is to deeply reflect on the
consequences of the potential options. Some choices might be lawful but if
one goes ahead with them it may make their life difficult in the long run. For
example, sometimes people rush into marriage with someone they
apparently love. They base their decision solely on their feelings instead of
reflecting on other more important aspects, for example, if their potential
future spouse will make a good life partner or a good parent and if they will
help them in their obedience to Allah, the Exalted. Many marriages have
ended in divorce because the couple did not reflect on the long term
implications of a potential marriage. Many people often claim their spouse
was very different before they got married but in most cases they have not
changed at all. The truth is that before marriage they did not spend so
much time with them so they did not observe certain characteristics which
became obvious after marriage.

Some often rush into action and later have regrets as their choice caused
them more trouble and in many cases the issue was not a big deal in the
first place. This type of action can only be avoided when one reflects on the
situation and observes the bigger picture meaning, the wider and long-term
implications and consequences of taking a step forward.

One should not only assess if something is lawful or unlawful before
making a decision. Even though, this is the most important thing to
consider yet, it is not the only thing. As many lawful incorrect choices,
which are beautified by the Devil, can lead to trouble further on in life.



To sum up, before making any choice a person must take a step back and
reflect deeply over its lawfulness and its potential long-term benefits and
harms under the guidance of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Whoever acts like
this will rarely make a wrong choice they later regret.



“So when they had passed beyond it, [Moses] said to his boy, "Bring
us our morning meal. We have certainly suffered in this, our journey,
[much] fatigue. He [the young man] said, "Did you see when we
retired to the rock? Indeed, | forgot [there] the fish. And none made
me forget it except Satan - that | should mention it. And it took its
course into the sea amazingly." [Moses] said, "That is what we were
seeking." So they returned, following their footprints.””

Even though the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, was physically
and mentally exhausted he did not criticise the young man serving him at
all for his mistake.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2701, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the
Exalted, loves gentleness in all matters.

This is an important characteristic which must be adopted by all muslims. It
should be used in all aspects of one’s life. It is important to understand that
being gentle benefits the muslim themself more than anyone else. Not only
will they receive blessings and reward from Allah, the Exalted, and
minimize the amount of sins they commit, as a gentle person is less likely
to commits sins through their speech and actions, but it benefits them in
worldly affairs also. For example, the person who treats their spouse gently
will gain more love and respect in return then if they treated their spouse in
a harsh manner. Children are more likely to obey and treat their parents
with respect when they are treated gently. Colleagues at work are more
likely to help the one who is gentle with them. The examples are endless.



Only in very rare cases is a harsh attitude required. In most cases, gentle
behaviour will be much more effective than a harsh attitude.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
possesses countless good qualities yet, Allah, the exalted, specifically
highlighted his gentleness in the Holy Quran as it is a key ingredient
required to affect others in a positive way. Chapter 3 Al Imran, verse 159:

“So by mercy from Allah, [O Muhammad], you were lenient with them. And
if you had been rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they would have
disbanded from about you...”

A muslim must remember that they will never be better than a Holy
Prophet, peace be upon them, nor will the person they interact with be
worse than Pharaoh yet, Allah, the Exalted, commanded the Holy Prophet
Mosa and the Holy Prophet Haroon, peace be upon them, to deal with
Pharaoh in a kind manner. Chapter 20 Taha, verse 44

‘And speak to him with gentle speech that perhaps he may be reminded or
fear [Allah]."



Therefore, a muslim should adopt gentleness in all affairs as it leads to
much reward and affects others, such as one's family, in a positive way.



“So when they had passed beyond it, [Moses] said to his boy, "Bring
us our morning meal. We have certainly suffered in this, our journey,
[much] fatigue. He [the young man] said, "Did you see when we
retired to the rock? Indeed, | forgot [there] the fish. And none made
me forget it except Satan - that | should mention it. And it took its
course into the sea amazingly." [Moses] said, "That is what we were
seeking." So they returned, following their footprints.””

Even though the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, was physically
and mentally exhausted he did not criticise the young man serving him at
all for his mistake.

All muslims hope that on Judgment Day Allah, the Exalted, will put aside,
overlook and forgive their past mistakes and sins. But the strange thing is
that most of these same muslims who hope and pray for this do not treat
others in the same way. Meaning, they often latch on to the past mistakes
of others and use them as weapons against them. This is not referring to
those mistakes which have an effect on the present or future. For example,
a car accident caused by a driver which physically disables another person
Is a mistake which will affect the victim in the present and future. This type
of mistake is understandably difficult to let go and overlook. But many
muslims often latch on to the mistakes of others which do not influence the
future in anyway, such as a verbal insult. Even though, the mistake has
faded away yet these people insist on reviving and using it against others
when the opportunity presents itself. It is a very sad mentality to possess as
one should understand that people are not Angels. At the very least a
muslim who hopes for Allah, the Exalted, to overlook their past mistakes
should overlook the past mistakes of others. Those who refuse to behave
in this manner will find that the majority of their relationships are fractured



as no relationship is perfect. They will always be a disagreement which can
lead to a mistake in every relationship. Therefore, the one who behaves in
this manner will end up lonely as their bad mentality causes them to
destroy their relationships with others. It is strange that these very people
hate to be lonely yet adopt an attitude which drives others away from them.
This defies logic and common sense. All people want to be loved and
respected while they are alive and after they pass away but this attitude
causes the very opposite to occur. While they are alive people become fed
up with them and when they die people do not remember them with true
affection and love. If they do remember them it is merely out of custom.

Letting the past go does not mean one needs to be overly nice to others
but the least one can do is be respectful according to the teachings of
Islam. This does not cost anything and requires little effort. One should
therefore learn to overlook and let the past mistakes of people go perhaps
then Allah, the Exalted, will overlook their past mistakes on the Day of
Judgement. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22:

“...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should
forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.”



Chapter 18 - Al Kahf, Verses 65-70
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“And they found a servant from among Our servants [al-Khidr] to whom We
had given mercy from Us and had taught him from Us a [certain]
knowledge.

Moses said to him, "May | follow you on [the condition] that you teach me
from what you have been taught of sound judgement?"



He said, "Indeed, with me you will never be able to have patience.

And how can you have patience for what you do not encompass in
knowledge?

[Moses] said, "You will find me, if Allah wills, patient, and | will not disobey
you in [any] order."

He said, "Then if you follow me, do not ask me about anything until | make
to you about it mention [i.e., explanation]."”



“And they found a servant from among Our servants [al-Khidr] to
whom We had given mercy from Us and had taught him from Us a
[certain] knowledge.”

Even though Allah, the Exalted, blessed this man with a high rank and
special knowledge, as the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, came to
seek knowledge from him, yet Allah, the Exalted, refers to him as a servant
from amongst His servants and not even the servant from amongst His
servants. This should remind muslims that irrespective of their level of
knowledge they should never believe they are superior to others in any
way. Instead, they should see themselves as just a servant from amongst
the countless servants of Allah, the Exalted.

The servants of Allah, the Exalted, have understood that anything good
they possess is solely because Allah, the Exalted, granted it to them. And
any evil they are saved from is because Allah, the Exalted, protected them.
Is it not foolish to be proud of something that does not belong to someone?
Just like a person does not boast about a sports car which does not belong
to them muslims must realize nothing in reality belongs to them. This
attitude ensures one remains humble at all times. The humble servants of
Allah, the Exalted, fully believe in the Hadith of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 5673, which declares that the righteous deeds of a person will not
take them to Paradise. Only the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, can cause this
to occur. This is because every righteous deed is only possible when Allah,
the Exalted, provides one with the knowledge, strength, opportunity and
inspiration to perform it. Even the acceptance of the deed is dependent on
the mercy of Allah, the Exalted. When one bares this in mind it saves them
from pride and inspires them to adopt humility. One should always



remember that being humble is not a sign of weakness as Islam has
encouraged one to defend themself if necessary. In other words, Islam
teaches muslims to be humble without weakness. In fact, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2029, that whoever humbles themself
before Allah, the Exalted, will be raised by Him. So in reality, humility leads
to honor in both worlds. One only needs to reflect on the most humble of
the creation to understand this fact namely, the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. Allah, the Exalted, has clearly ordered
people by ordering the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, to adopt this important quality. Chapter 26 Ash Shu’ara, verse
215:

“And lower your wing [i.e., show kindness] to those who follow you of the
believers.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, led a
humble life. For example, he happily carried out the domestic duties at
home thereby proving these chores are gender-neutral. This is confirmed in
Imam Bukhari’s, Adab Al Mufrad, number 538.

Chapter 25 Al Furgan, verse 63, shows that humility is an inner
characteristic that manifests outwards such as the way one walks. This is
discussed in another verse chapter 31 Lugman, verse 18:



“And do not turn your cheek [in contempt] toward people and do not walk
through the earth exultantly...”

Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that Paradise is for the humble
servants who possess no trace of pride. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 83:

“That home of the Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire
exaltedness upon the earth or corruption. And the [best] outcome is for the
righteous.”

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1998, that
whoever possesses an atom’s worth of pride will not enter Paradise. Only
Allah, the Exalted, has the right to be proud as He is the Creator, Sustainer
and Owner of the entire universe.

It is important to note, pride is when one believes they are superior to
others and rejects the truth when it is presented to them as they dislike
accepting the truth when it comes from other than them. This is confirmed
in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4092.



“And they found a servant from among Our servants [Al-Khidr] to
whom We had given mercy from Us...”

Allah, the Exalted, is the Most Merciful according to His infinite status. This
attribute means that Allah, the Exalted, bestows countless favours on the
creation and is always extremely kind to them. This same characteristic has
been attributed to others such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 128:

“There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves.
Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned over you [i.e., your
guidance] and to the believers is kind and merciful.”

When used in reference to the creation merciful means soft-hearted and
compassionate. A muslim must adopt these qualities by looking at the
creation through the eye of mercy and by treating them with mercy and
compassion whether they are obedient or sinful. Many Hadiths such as the
one found in Sahih Muslim, number 6030, indicate that the one who does
not show mercy to others will not be shown mercy by Allah, the Exalted. So
it is vital for muslims to show mercy to all through their actions such as
financial and physical help and through their words such as supplicating for
them. Islam in fact rewards a muslim who shows mercy to all living things
such as animals. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu
Dawud, number 2550. In addition, the mercy they show should not be
selective or occasional instead they should strive to demonstrate mercy at
all times with all of creation.



“And they found a servant from among Our servants [i.e., al-Khidr] to
whom We had given mercy from Us and had taught him from Us a
[certain] knowledge.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised
in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2645, that when Allah, the
Exalted, desires to give someone good He provides them with Islamic
knowledge.

There is no doubt that every muslim irrespective of the strength of their
faith desires good in both worlds. Even though many muslims incorrectly
believe that this good which they desire lies in fame, wealth, authority,
companionship and their career this Hadith makes it crystal clear that true
lasting good lies in gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. It is important
to note a branch of religious knowledge is useful worldly knowledge
whereby one earns lawful provision in order to fulfil their necessities and
the necessities of their dependents. Even though the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has pointed out where
good lies yet it is a shame how many muslims do not place much value in
this. They in most cases only strive to obtain the bare minimum of Islamic
knowledge in order to fulfil their obligatory duties and fail to acquire and act
on more such as the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Instead they dedicate their efforts on worldly things
believing true good is found there. Many muslims fail to appreciate that the
righteous predecessors had to journey for weeks on end just to learn a
single verse or Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, whereas today one can study Islamic teachings
without leaving their home. Yet, many fail to make use of this blessing
given to the modern day muslims. Out of His infinite mercy Allah, the



Exalted, through his Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, has not only pointed out where true good lies but He has also
placed this good at one's finger tips. Allah, the Exalted, has informed
mankind of where an eternal buried treasure is located which can solve all
the problems they may encounter in both worlds. But muslims will only
obtain this good once they struggle to acquire and act on it.



“And they found a servant from among Our servants...Moses said to
him, "May | follow you on [the condition] that you teach me from what
you have been taught of sound judgement?””

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever
follows a path seeking knowledge Allah, the Exalted, will make the path to
Paradise easy for them.

This indicates both a physical path someone takes seeking knowledge,
such as attending lectures and classes, and a path whereby someone
seeks knowledge without a physical journey. It encompasses all forms of
knowledge, such as listening, reading, studying and writing about
knowledge. The path to Paradise has many obstacles preventing a muslim
from reaching it. Only the one who possesses knowledge of them and how
to overcome them will reach Paradise safely. In addition, it easily
understood that a person cannot reach a city in this world without
knowledge of its location and the route which leads to it. Similarly, Paradise
cannot be obtained without knowing these things about it, such as the path
leading to it.

But the important thing to note is that a muslim’s intention to seek and act
on knowledge must be to please Allah, the Exalted. Whoever seeks
religious knowledge for a worldly reason, such as showing off, will end up
in Hell if they fail to sincerely repent. This has been warned in a Hadith
found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 253.



In addition, a muslim must strive to act on their knowledge as knowledge
without action is of no value or benefit. This is like the one who possesses
knowledge of a path to safety but does not take it and instead remains in
an area full of dangers. This is why knowledge can be split into two
categories. The first is when one acts on their knowledge, which leads to
piety and an increase in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. The second is
when one fails to act on their knowledge. This type will not increase one’s
obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in fact, it will only increase them in
arrogance believing they are superior to others even though they are like
donkeys which carry books that do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah,
verse 5:

“...and then did not take it on (did not act on their knowledge) is like that of
a donkey who carries volumes [of books]...”



“And they found a servant from among Our servants...Moses said to
him, "May | follow you on [the condition] that you teach me from what
you have been taught of sound judgement?"”

These verses also indicate the importance of good companionship.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 5534, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference
between a good and bad companion. The good companion is like a person
who sells perfume. Their companion will either obtain some perfume or at
least be affected by the pleasant smell. Whereas, a bad companion is like a
blacksmith, if their companion does not burn their clothes they will certainly
be affected by the smoke.

Muslims must understand that the people they accompany will have an
effect on them whether this affect is positive or negative, obvious or subtle.
It is not possible to accompany someone and not be affected by it. A Hadith
found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4833, confirms that a person is on
their companion’s religion. Meaning, a person adopts the characteristics of
their companion. It is therefore important for muslims to always accompany
the righteous as they will undoubtedly affect them in a positive way
meaning, they will inspire them to obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience. Whereas, bad companions will either inspire one to disobey
Allah, the Exalted, or they will encourage a muslim to concentrate on the
material world over preparing for the hereafter. This attitude will become a



great regret for them on Judgment Day even if the things they strive for are
lawful but beyond their needs.

Finally, as a person will end up with those they love in the hereafter
according to the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, a muslim
must practically show they love for the righteous by accompanying them in
this world. But if they accompany bad or heedless people then it proves
and indicates they love for them and their ultimate destination in the
hereafter. Chapter 43 Az Zukhruf, verse 67:

“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the
righteous.”



“And they found a servant from among Our servants...Moses said to
him, "May | follow you on [the condition] that you teach me from what
you have been taught of sound judgement?" He said, "Indeed, with
me you will never be able to have patience. And how can you have
patience for what you do not encompass in knowledge?"”

These verses indicate that seeking and acting on useful knowledge
requires patience and determination. In addition, they will be moments one
will not able to understand the wisdom behind the knowledge but this
should not prevent them from persevering until these wisdoms become
clear to them.

This verse is connected to chapter 47 Muhammad, verse 7:

“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and
plant firmly your feet.”

This verse means that if one aids Islam then Allah, the Exalted, will help
them in both worlds. It is strange how countless people desire the help of
Allah, the Exalted, yet do not fulfil the first part of this verse through the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. The
excuse most people give is that they do not have time to perform righteous
deeds. They desire the help of Allah, the Exalted, yet will not make time to



do the things which please Him. Does this make sense? Those who do not
fulfil the obligatory duties and then expect the aid of Allah, the Exalted, in
their moment of need are quite foolish. And those who do fulfil the
obligatory duties yet refuse to go beyond them will find that the aid they
receive is limited. How one behaves is how they are treated. The more time
and energy dedicated to Allah, the Exalted, the more support they will
receive. It really is that simple.

A muslim needs to understand that the majority of the obligatory duties,
such as the five daily prayers, only takes a small amount of time in one's
day. A muslim cannot expect to barely dedicate an hour a day to offering
the obligatory prayers and then neglect Allah, the Exalted, for the rest of
the day and still expect His continuous support through all difficulties. A
person would dislike a friend who treated them in such a manner. How then
can one treat Allah, the Exalted, the Lord of the worlds, like this then?

Some only dedicate extra time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, when they
encounter a worldly problem then demand Him to fix it as if they done
Allah, the Exalted, a favour by performing voluntary good deeds. This
foolish mentality clearly contradicts servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. It is
amazing how this type of person finds time to do all their other leisurely
activities, such as spending time with family and friends, watching TV and
attending social functions yet finds no time to dedicate to pleasing Allah,
the Exalted. They cannot seem to find time to recite and adopt the
teachings of the Holy Quran. They do not seem to find time to study and
act on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him. These people somehow find wealth to spend on their
unnecessary luxuries yet seem to find no wealth to donate in voluntary
charity.



It is important to understand that a muslim will be treated according to how
they behave. Meaning, if a Muslim dedicates extra time to please Allah, the
Exalted, then they will find the support they need to journey through all
difficulties safely. But if they fail to fulfil the obligatory duties or only fulfil
them without dedicating any other time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, then
they will find a similar response from Allah, the Exalted. Put simply, the
more one gives the more they shall receive. If one does not give much they
should not expect much in return.



“And they found a servant from among Our servants...Moses said to
him, "May | follow you on [the condition] that you teach me from what
you have been taught of sound judgement?" He said, "Indeed, with
me you will never be able to have patience. And how can you have
patience for what you do not encompass in knowledge?"”

These verses also indicate that the key element of faith namely, patience,
cannot be adopted until one strives to gain and act on Islamic knowledge.

A great distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of
every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would
never commit them. This refers to true beneficial knowledge which is
knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all knowledge which is not acted
on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in
this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries
books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, verse
)

“...and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) is like that of a
donkey who carries volumes [of books]...”

A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins
intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of



ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which results in
them sinning.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once
highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world is
cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is
connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of knowledge.
This means that all the blessings in the material world will become a curse
for the one who is ignorant as they will misuse them thereby committing
sins.

In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it
prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all of
which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The ignorant
commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid a sin if they
do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes one to neglect
their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if they are unaware of
what their duties are?

It is therefore a duty on all muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all
their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in
Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224.



“And they found a servant from among Our servants...Moses said to
him, "May | follow you on [the condition] that you teach me from what
you have been taught of sound judgement?" He said, "Indeed, with
me you will never be able to have patience. And how can you have
patience for what you do not encompass in knowledge?"”

These verses also indicate that the key element of faith namely, patience,
cannot be adopted until one strives to gain and act on Islamic knowledge.
Failing to behave in this manner leads to weakness of faith.

A great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is weakness of
faith. It is a blameworthy characteristic which gives rise to other negative
characteristics, such as failing to act on one's knowledge, fearing others,
placing the obedience of people above the obedience to Allah, the Exalted,
having hope in forgiveness without striving for it and other undesired
characteristics. The greatest affliction of weakness of faith is that it allows
one to commit sins, such as neglecting the obligatory duties. The root
cause of weakness of faith is ignorance of Islam.

One should strive to gain knowledge in order to strengthen their faith. With
time they will eventually reach certainty of faith which is so strong that it
safeguards a person through all tests and trials and ensures they fulfil their
duties both religious and worldly. This knowledge is obtained when one
studies the teachings of the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Specifically, those
teachings which discuss the promises of reward for those who are obedient
and the punishment for those who are disobedient to Allah, the Exalted.



This creates fear of punishment and hope of reward in a muslim’s heart
which acts like a pull and push mechanism towards the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted.

One can strengthen their faith by reflecting on the creations within the
Heavens and the Earth. When done correctly this clearly indicates the
Oneness of Allah, the Exalted, and His infinite power. Chapter 41 Fussilat,
verse 53:

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...”

For example, if a muslim ponders over the night and day and how perfectly
in sync they are and the other things linked to them they will truly believe
that this is not a random thing meaning, there is a force which ensures
everything runs like clockwork. This is the infinite power of Allah, the
Exalted. In addition, if one ponders over the perfect timing of the night and
day they will realise it clearly indicates that there is only one God namely,
Allah, the Exalted. If there were more than one God each god would desire
the night and day to occur according to their own desires. This would lead
to utter chaos as one God might desire the Sun to rise whereas the other
God might desire the night to continue. The perfect uninterrupted system
found within the universe proves there is only one God namely, Allah, the
Exalted. Chapter 21 Al Anbiya, verse 22:



“Had there been within them [i.e., the heavens and earth] gods besides
Allah, they both would have been ruined...”

Another thing which can strengthen one's faith is to persist in righteous
deeds and abstain from all sins. As faith is belief supported by actions it
weakens when sins are committed and strengthens when good deeds are
performed. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, once warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai,
number 5662, that a muslim is not a believer when they drink alcohol.



“And they found a servant from among Our servants...Moses said to
him, "May | follow you on [the condition] that you teach me from what
you have been taught of sound judgement?" He said, "Indeed, with
me you will never be able to have patience. And how can you have
patience for what you do not encompass in knowledge?" [Moses]
said, "You will find me, if Allah wills, patient, and | will not disobey
you in [any] order."”

The Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, came to this man with the
correct attitude. Muslims must adopt a similar attitude in respect to the two
sources of knowledge if they desire to be rightly guided in both worlds. This
Is an aspect of being sincere to them.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him.

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love for
the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one fulfils the
three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly and
regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a reliable
source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of the Holy
Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere muslim gives
priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their desires which
contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on the Holy Quran is
the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the Exalted. This is the



tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number
1342.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity
towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.
This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions.
These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form
of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter
68 Al Qalam, verse 4:

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7:

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from..."

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the



Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3
Alee Imran, verse 31:

"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins..."

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through
actions not just words.



“And they found a servant from among Our servants...Moses said to
him, "May | follow you on [the condition] that you teach me from what
you have been taught of sound judgement?" He said, "Indeed, with
me you will never be able to have patience. And how can you have
patience for what you do not encompass in knowledge?" [Moses]
said, "You will find me, if Allah wills, patient, and I will not disobey
you in [any] order." He said, "Then if you follow me, do not ask me
about anything until I make to you about it mention [i.e.,
explanation]."”

The man’s final reply was a test the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon
him, was put through. In addition, as he was divinely guided he was in a
position to make this condition. One should note that this cannot be used
as evidence by a spiritual guide to convince their students to obey them
without question. These spiritual guides are not divinely guided and can
therefore be questioned with respect and with the correct intention.

In addition, the thing to learn from this is that one should not ask
unnecessary and irrelevant questions in both matters of faith or the world.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 3257, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned against asking too
many questions as this led to the destruction of the past nations. Muslims
should instead do what they have been commanded according to their
capacity and refrain from what they have been prohibited from.



Muslims should not adopt this mentality as people who have a habit of
asking too many questions often fail in fulfilling their duties and acquiring
beneficial knowledge as they are too busy asking and researching about
less important and sometimes irrelevant information. This mentality can
inspire a person to argue and debate over these types of issues also.
Unfortunately, this attitude is quite widespread amongst muslims today as
they often argue about non obligatory and less important issues instead of
concentrating on fulfilling their obligatory duties and the established
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, correctly meaning, fulfilling them with their full etiquettes and
conditions.

A muslim should instead research and query about topics which are
relevant and important to understand for both worldly and religious matters
otherwise they will follow in the footsteps of the people mentioned in this
Hadith and only make their own lives more difficult.



Chapter 18 - Al Kahf, Verses 71-78
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“So they set out, until when they had embarked on the ship, he [i.e., al-
Khidr] tore it open. [Moses] said, "Have you torn it open to drown its
people? You have certainly done a grave thing."

[Al-Khigr] said, "Did | not say that with me you would never be able to have
patience?"

[Moses] said, "Do not blame me for what | forgot and do not overwhelm me
in my matter with difficulty."

So they set out, until when they met a boy, he [i.e., al-Khigr] killed him.
[Moses] said, "Have you killed a pure soul for other than [having killed] a
soul? You have certainly done a deplorable thing."

[Al-Khigr] said, "Did | not tell you that with me you would never be able to
have patience?"

[Moses] said, "If | should ask you about anything after this, then do not
keep me as a companion. You have obtained from me an excuse."

So they set out, until when they came to the people of a town, they asked
its people for food, but they refused to offer them hospitality. And they
found therein a wall about to collapse, so he [i.e., al-Khigr] restored it.
[Moses] said, "If you wished, you could have taken for it a payment."

[Al-Khidr] said, "This is parting between me and you. | will inform you of the
interpretation of that about which you could not have patience.”



“So they set out, until when they had embarked on the ship, he [i.e.,
al-Khidr] tore it open. [Moses] said, "Have you torn it open to drown
its people? You have certainly done a grave thing." [Al-Khidr] said,
“"Did | not say that with me you would never be able to have
patience?" [Moses] said, "Do not blame me for what | forgot and do
not overwhelm me in my matter with difficulty."”

Even though the reason behind his action is discussed later on none the
less the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, objected to his behaviour
as outwardly it contradicts the behaviour of a true muslim and believer.

In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a true
muslim and a true believer. A true muslim is the one who keeps their verbal
and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all people
irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and physical sins
which can cause harm or distress to another. This can include failing to
give the best advice to others as this contradicts sincerity towards others
which has been commanded in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number
4204. It includes advising others to disobey Allah, the Exalted, thereby,
inviting them towards sins. A muslim should avoid this behavior as they will
be taken account for every person who acts on their bad advice. This has
been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2351.

Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood,
committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these
characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided.



A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the one
who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others. Again,
this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes stealing,
misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others. Whenever
one is entrusted with someone else's property they must ensure they only
use it with the owner’s permission and in a way which is pleasing and
agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasali,
number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone else's property,
through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a tree will go to Hell.

To conclude a muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with
actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be needed
in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a muslim
should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah, the Exalted,
and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to people is to
simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people, which is with
respect and peace.



{Moses] said, "Do not blame me for what | forgot and do not
overwhelm me in my matter with difficulty.””

Some always strive to extract their full rights and more from others. In this
day and age due to ignorance it has become more difficult to fulfil the rights
of people, such as one's parents. Even though a muslim has no excuse but
to strive to fulfil them it is important for muslims to be merciful with each
other. As advised by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6655, Allah, the
Exalted, shows mercy to those who are merciful to others.

One aspect of this mercy is for a muslim not to demand their full rights from
others. Instead, they should use the means such as their physical or
financial strength to help themself and make things easy for others. In
some cases, when a muslim demands their full rights from others and they
fail to fulfil them it may lead to their punishment. In order to be merciful to
others they should therefore only demand their rights in some cases. This
does not mean a muslim should not strive to fulfil the rights of others but it
means they should try to overlook and excuse the people they have rights
over. For example, a parent can excuse their adult child from a particular
house chore and do it themself if they possess the means to do so without
troubling themself, especially if they child returns home from work
exhausted. This leniency and mercy will not only cause Allah, to Exalted, to
be more merciful to them but it will also increase the love and respect
people have for them. The one who always demands their full rights is not
a sinner but they will lose out on this reward and outcome if they behave in
this manner.



Muslims should make things easy for others and hope Allah, the Exalted,
will make things easy for them in this world and in the next.



“So they set out, until when they met a boy, he [i.e., al-Khidr] killed
him. [Moses] said, "Have you killed a pure soul for other than [having
killed] a soul? You have certainly done a deplorable thing." [Al-Khigr]
said, "Did | not tell you that with me you would never be able to have

patience?" [Moses] said, "If | should ask you about anything after

this, then do not keep me as a companion. You have obtained from
me an excuse."”

Even though the reason behind his action is discussed later on none the
less the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, objected to his behaviour
as outwardly it appeared evil.

The true servants of Allah, the Exalted, respect all forms of life. They obey
the teachings of Islam which clearly prescribes that mercy should be shown
to all of creation. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim,
number 6028, that whoever does not show mercy to others will not be
shown mercy by Allah, the Exalted. Islam not only advises the kind
treatment of people but also prescribes it for animals. This is confirmed in a
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2550. No other religion places
such value on human life. The Holy Quran compares the killing of one
iInnocent person to the Kkilling of the whole of mankind. Chapter 5 Al
Ma’idah, verse 32:

“...Kkills a soul unless for a soul or for corruption [done] in the land - it is as if
he had slain mankind entirely. And whoever saves one - it is as if he had
saved mankind entirely...”



This verse alone is enough to deter those people who claim to be killing
innocent people in the name of Islam. This verse proves that their real evil
intention is to gain wealth and power which has nothing to do with Islam.

Not harming others is so important that the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sunan
An Nasai, number 4998, that a person cannot be a true muslim until other
people irrespective of their faith are safe from their tongue and actions. If
this is the case for only harming others how can Islam permit the killing of
innocent people? In fact, this is answered in this same Hadith. The Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warns that a
person cannot be a true believer until the lives and belongings of others are
not safe from their actions.

Those who claim to follow the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, should know that he never harmed
another person unless it was in self-defence against a male soldier. He
never harmed a woman, the elderly or a child. In fact, he never took
revenge for himself and only applied the punishment ordained by Allah, the
Exalted, as the head of state to those who crossed the limits. This is
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6050. This is how
muslims must behave under all circumstances if they claim to be the
followers of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him.



A muslim has been given permission to defend themself, their families and
belongings. But all of this has limits. In no way does a muslim have
permission to strike first and take the life of an innocent person. Muslims
should therefore treat others how they wish to be treated meaning, with
respect and mercy.



“So they set out, until when they met a boy, he [i.e., al-Khidr] killed
him. [Moses] said, "Have you killed a pure soul for other than [having
killed] a soul? You have certainly done a deplorable thing." [Al-Khigr]
said, "Did I not tell you that with me you would never be able to have

patience?" [Moses] said, "If | should ask you about anything after

this, then do not keep me as a companion. You have obtained from
me an excuse."”

Even though the reason behind his action is discussed later on none the
less the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, objected to his behaviour
as outwardly it appeared evil.

A pure soul for other than a soul refers to legal retribution. This verse is
connected to chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verses 178-179:

“O you who have believed, prescribed for you is legal retribution for those
murdered - the free for the free, the slave for the slave, and the female for
the female. But whoever overlooks from his brother [i.e., the killer] anything,
then there should be a suitable follow-up and payment to him [i.e., the
deceased's heir or legal representative] with good conduct. This is an
alleviation from your Lord and a mercy. But whoever transgresses after that
will have a painful punishment. And there is for you in legal retribution
[saving of] life, O you [people] of understanding, that you may become
righteous.”



Prior to Islam the person who committed murder could force someone else
to be punished in their place e.g. a slave their owned. But Islam makes it
clear that the one who commits murder will face the consequences of their
crime and it cannot be shifted to someone else. Meaning, the free person
who commits murder will be the one who faces the consequences i.e. the
free for the free, the slave who commits murder will be the one who faces
the consequences i.e. the slave for the slave and the female who commits
murder will be the one who faces the consequences i.e. the female for the
female.

These verses also encourages forgiving as it describes the murderer as
one’s brother in faith and/or being related to them through the Holy Prophet
Adam, peace be upon him, and his wife, Hawa, may Allah be pleased with
her.

The good conduct mentioned in these verses refer to both parties fulfilling
the legal agreement made.

In legal retribution there is life as many killers are not deterred from killing
further by any punishment less than execution. There have been countless
examples where a killer has only served some years only to commit murder
again after being released from prison. So the execution of one person
leads to saving the lives of others.



In addition, this legal retribution can also aid the mental state of the victim’s
relatives as knowing the killer has paid for this crime with their life is a way
of helping the victim’s relatives move on with their lives. But when the killer
is only put in prison and in many cases is eventually released the distress
of remembering the murder can prevent the victim’s relatives from moving
on and living in peace. Preventing this mental torture is giving life to them.
Similarly, When the government makes a decision regarding an offender
the victim’s relatives often feel that justice was not served. This is the
reason in cases of intentional murder the victim’s relatives are given the
choice to either execute the killer or pardon them with/without financial
compensation. When the decision is placed with the victim’s relatives it will
reduce the chance of mental stress which would be caused if the
government decided the outcome. This again allows the victim’s relatives to
move on with their lives instead of living a life full of resentment, which in
reality is not living at all. Legal retribution by execution also saves lives by
preventing revenge killings which can span generations. So executing one
killer prevents many killings.

Legal retribution by execution also acts as a strong deterrent for the
general public, which is indicated by the final part of these verses. When
they witness murderers being executed it will prevent those who desire to
kil someone to withhold their hand out of fear of losing their own life
thereby giving life to themself and others. This can apply to all types of
crimes. If the punishment for crimes, such as rape, was more serious then
it would deter many potential offenders from committing crimes. Having soft
laws is one of the main reasons why crime rates do not decrease in most
countries.



An aspect of legal retribution is forgiving the killer. This act of kindness can
encourage the killer to sincerely repent from their life of crime. In addition, it
can encourage other potential victims and their relatives to forgive their
oppressors also, which spreads peace and mercy in society.

It is important to note, that these are all true when Islamic law in legal
cases are followed and applied correctly. Convicting someone for murder
requires genuine and strong evidence, which must be beyond all
reasonable doubt. In addition, this is easier to obtain in this day and age
where CCTV footage, DNA testing and other scientific procedures have
been produced which can correctly convict offenders to a high degree of
certainty. All this minimizes the chance of convicting an innocent person.
Even if non-Islamic countries enforced legal retribution correctly in only
these certain cases it would reduce crime significantly. In these cases the
excuse of avoiding execution out of fear of executing an innocent person
does not apply as there is no doubt the correct person has been executed.

But as indicated by the verses under discussion only those who apply their
thinking correctly will understand this. For example, the one who lacks
understanding will refuse to amputate a body part in order to save their life
as they only concentrate on one aspect of this statement, meaning,
amputating a body part. They do not reflect on the bigger picture meaning,
saving their life, and as a result they refuse to amputate a body part.
Whereas, the one who thinks clearly will agree that amputating a body part
IS very serious but leaving it will lead to something worse namely, death. So
they reflect on the bigger picture and decide in favor of amputating a body
part. This can be applied to the verse under discussion also. Executing a
member of society for murder sounds harsh but if it leads to many benefits
for the rest of society including the victim’s relatives then it makes sense as



a government must consider the bigger picture meaning, the wellbeing of
the entire society over the life of a convicted murderer or in very rare cases
the single life of a wrongly convicted person.

A government can only minimize crimes within the society when two
principles are adopted by the people. The first is legal retribution meaning,
a strict law which punishes crimes appropriately in order to deter potential
offenders from committing crimes. It is common sense to understand that a
potential offender is less likely to commit a crime when the legal
consequence and punishment is more serious. The softer the law, the
increase chance the potential offender will commit a crime.

The second aspect is adopting the fear of Allah, the Exalted. This is
because crimes and sins occur as a person feels they will either face no
consequences for their actions, such as prison, or they will somehow
escape them for example, by fleeing the country. But the person who
believes that no matter what action they perform, whether open or secret,
big or small, and no matter what tricks they attempt a day will undoubtedly
come where they will be held accountable for all their deeds will always
think twice before committing a crime or a sin. If this belief is strengthened
through gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge it will deter one from
committing crimes and sins. If people acted in this way peace and justice
would spread across society. The crime rate would decrease and the times
would closely match the times of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, and his rightly guided Caliphs, may Allah be
pleased with them. This fact alone indicates the importance of faith and
strengthening it through gaining and acting on knowledge within society.
Chapter 16 An Nahl, verse 90:



“Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving [help] to relatives
and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He admonishes
you that perhaps you will be reminded.”



“So they set out, until when they came to the people of a town, they
asked its people for food, but they refused to offer them hospitality...”

Aiding others according to one’s means is an aspect of being sincere to
them.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards the general public. This includes desiring the best for
them at all times and showing this through one’s words and actions. It
includes advising others to do good, forbidding them from evil, to be
merciful and kind to others at all times. This can be summed up by a single
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 170. It warns that one cannot be a
true believer until they love for others what they desire for themself.

Being sincere to people is so important that according to the Hadith found
in Sahih Bukhari, number 57, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, placed this duty next to establishing the obligatory
prayer and donating the obligatory charity. From this Hadith alone one can
understand its importance as it has been placed with two vital obligatory
duties.

It is a part of sincerity towards people that one is pleased when they are
happy and sad whenever they are grieved as long as their attitude does not



contradict the teachings of Islam. A high level of sincerity includes one
going to extreme limits to make the lives of others better, even if this puts
themself in difficulty. For example, one may sacrifice purchasing certain
things in order to donate the wealth to the needy. Desiring and striving to
always unite people on good is a part of sincerity towards others. Whereas,
dividing others is a characteristic of the Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 53:

“...Satan certainly seeks to sow discord among them...”

One way of uniting people is to veil the faults of others and advise them
privately against sins. The one who acts in this way will have their sins
veiled by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 1426. Whenever possible one should advise and teach
the aspects of religion and the important aspects of the world to others so
that both their worldly and religious lives improve. A proof of one’s sincerity
to others is that they support them in their absence for example, from the
slander of others. Turning away from others and only worrying about
oneself is not the attitude of a muslim. In fact, this is how most animals
behave. Even if one cannot change the whole society they can still be
sincere in helping those in their life, such as their relatives and friends.
Simply put, one must treat others how they desire people to treat them.
Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 77:

“...And do good as Allah has done good to you...”



“So they set out, until when they came to the people of a town, they
asked its people for food, but they refused to offer them hospitality...”

Aiding others according to one’s means is an aspect of being sincere to
them.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave some key pieces of
advice. The first is that whoever relieves the distress of a muslim Allah, the
Exalted, will relieve a hardship from them on the Day of Judgment.

This shows that a muslim is treated by Allah, the Exalted, in the same way
they act. There are many examples of this within the teachings of Islam.
For example, chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 152:

“So remember Me; | will remember you...”

Another example is mentioned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi,
number 1924. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, advised that the one who shows mercy to others will receive mercy
from Allah, the Exalted.



A distress is anything which causes someone to fall into anxiety and
difficulty. Therefore, the one who eases such a distress for another whether
worldly or religious for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, will be protected from
a hardship on Judgment Day by Allah, the Exalted. This has been indicated
in different ways in many Hadiths. For example, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a Hadith found
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2449, that the one who feeds a hungry muslim
will be fed the fruits of Paradise on the Day of Judgment. And the one who
gives a drink to a thirsty muslim will be given a drink from Paradise by
Allah, the Exalted, on the Day of Judgment.

As the difficulties of the hereafter are much greater than those found in the
world this reward is held back for a muslim until they reach the hereatfter.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that Allah,
the Exalted, will continue helping a muslim as long as they are helping
others. A muslim must understand that when they strive for something or
are aided by another person to complete a particular task the outcome may
be successful or end in failure. But when Allah, the Exalted, helps someone
with anything a successful outcome is guaranteed. Therefore, muslims
should, for their own sake, strive to help others in all good things so that
they receive the help of Allah, the Exalted, in both worldly and religious
matters.



“So they set out, until when they came to the people of a town, they
asked its people for food, but they refused to offer them hospitality.
And they found therein a wall about to collapse, so he [i.e., al-Khidr]
restored it. [Moses] said, "If you wished, you could have taken for it a
payment."” [Al-Khidr] said, "This is parting between me and you. | will
inform you of the interpretation of that about which you could not
have patience.””

Khidr, peace be upon him, did not demand payment for restoring the wall
as he did it in order to please Allah, the Exalted.

One of the main reasons why people who do good things, such as buying
gifts for others, do not receive the same level of respect and love from
people than some who do not do these things is because of their intention.
When these people perform righteous deeds in respect to people, such as
visiting the sick, they do so either for the sake of people meaning, to please
them or they mix this intention by also aiming to please Allah, the Exalted.
First of all, the one who acts for the sake of people will gain no reward from
Allah, the Exalted. They will be told to gain their reward from the people
they acted for on Judgment Day. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154. Scholars are divided on whether those who
mix their intention by aiming to please Allah, the Exalted, and people will
receive a partial reward or none at all. In order to be on the safe side a wise
muslim should only act for the sake of Allah, the Exalted.

On the other hand, the other people who gain more respect and love from
others do so because they solely act for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted.



When they treat others kindly they do not do it for the sake of people.
Because of their sincerity Allah, the Exalted, places more love and respect
in the hearts of the people compared to those who do more acts of
kindness to people but are less sincere in their deeds.

So if people desire reward from Allah, the Exalted, and respect from people
they should correct their intention and only perform righteous deeds for the
sake of Allah, the Exalted. One sign of this correct intention is that this
person will aim to please Allah, the Exalted, even if it displeases people.
Meaning, they do not pay attention to the attitude and reactions of people.



“So they set out, until when they had embarked on the ship, he [i.e.,
al-Khidr] tore it open. [Moses] said, "Have you torn it open to drown
its people? You have certainly done a grave thing." [Al-Khidr] said,
"Did | not say that with me you would never be able to have
patience?" [Moses] said, "Do not blame me for what | forgot and do
not overwhelm me in my matter with difficulty." So they set out, until
when they met a boy, he [i.e., al-Khidr] killed him. [Moses] said, "Have
you killed a pure soul for other than [having killed] a soul? You have
certainly done a deplorable thing." [Al-Khidr] said, "Did | not tell you
that with me you would never be able to have patience?" [Moses]
said, "If | should ask you about anything after this, then do not keep
me as a companion. You have obtained from me an excuse.””

Even though the reason behind his actions are discussed later on none the
less the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, fulfilled his role and duty
by objecting to, which outwardly appeared, evil.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
advised the importance of objecting to evil things in a Hadith found in
Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4340. This Hadith clearly shows that it is a duty
on all muslims to object to all forms of evil according to their strength and
means. The lowest level, as mentioned in this Hadith, is rejecting the euvil
with one's heatrt.

This shows internally approving evil actions is one of the ugliest of those
things which are forbidden. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu



Dawud, number 4345, that the one who is present when an evil is
committed and denounces it is like the one who was not present. But the
one who was absent and approved the evil deed is like the one who was
present when it was committed.

The first two aspects of objecting to evil, mentioned in the main Hadith
under discussion, are through one’s physical actions and speech. This is
only a duty on a muslim who has the strength to do so for example, they
will not be harmed by their actions or words.

It is important to note, objecting to evil with one's hand does not refer to
fighting. It refers to correcting the evil actions of others, such as returning
the rights of someone which have been unlawfully violated. The one who is
in a position to do so yet, refrains from doing so has been warned of a
punishment in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4338.

The Holy Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, has advised muslims
In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2191, that they should not
fear the creation in respect to speaking the truth. In fact, the one who
allows the fear of the creation to prevent them from objecting to evil things
has been described as the one who hates themself and will be criticized by
Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in
Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4008. It is important to note, this does not refer
to the one who remains silent out of fear of being harmed as this is an
acceptable excuse but it refers to the person who remains silent because of
the status people hold in their eyes.



A Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4341, advises that a person
can give up objecting to evil things through their actions and speech when
others obey their greed, follow their incorrect opinions and desires and
when they prefer the material world over the hereafter. It does not take a
scholar to conclude this time has arrived. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 105.

‘O you who have believed, upon you is [responsibility for] yourselves.
Those who have gone astray will not harm you when you have been
guided...”

But it is important to note, a muslim should continue with this important duty
in respect to their dependents as this is a duty on them according to a
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2928, and in respect to those
they feel physically and verbally safe from, as this is the superior attitude.

Objecting to evil things which are apparent is what the main Hadith under
discussion refers to. Meaning, it does not grant permission to muslims to
spy on others in order to find evil things to object to. Spying and anything
associated with it in this respect are forbidden. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse
12:



“O you who have believed...do not spy...”

It is important to note, that a muslim must object to evil according to the
teachings of Islam and not their on desires. A muslim may believe they are
acting for sake of Allah, the Exalted, when they are not. This is proven
when they object to evil in a way which contradicts the teachings of Islam.
In fact, what is considered a good deed may well become a sin because of
this negative attitude.

A muslim must object to evil in a gentle and fair way preferably in private in
accordance to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. The opposite
of these characteristics will only push people away from sincerely repenting
and may lead to further sins as a result of angering them.



Chapter 18 - Al Kahf, Verses 79-82
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“As for the ship, it belonged to poor people working at sea. So | intended to
cause defect in it as there was after them a king who seized every [good]
ship by force.

And as for the boy, his parents were believers, and we feared that he would
overburden them by transgression and disbelief.

So we intended that their Lord should substitute for them one better than
him in purity and nearer to mercy.



And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the city, and there
was beneath it a treasure for them, and their father had been righteous. So
your Lord intended that they reach maturity and extract their treasure, as a

mercy from your Lord. And | did it not of my own accord. That is the
interpretation of that about which you could not have patience."”



“As for the ship, it belonged to poor people working at sea. So |
intended to cause defect in it as there was after them a king who
seized every [good] ship by force.”

Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verse 71.:

“So they set out, until when they had embarked on the ship, he [i.e., al-
Khigdr] tore it open. [Moses] said, "Have you torn it open to drown its
people? You have certainly done a grave thing."”

Often when muslims receive blessings especially, beyond their need, it
distracts them from the hereafter and instead focuses their minds on this
material world. So in this respect, the wisdom behind a difficulty is to
refocus a muslim’s attention on what is truly important which is preparing
for the hereafter. This is like a person who is so preoccupied with their
phone that they cross a road without seeing an oncoming vehicle. Another
person violently pulls them away from the oncoming car which causes them
distress yet, saves their life. Even though being pulled violently causes
distress and even pain but it is only done in order to refocus their attention
on the life threatening danger namely, the oncoming car. Similarly, a
muslim faces emotional and physical difficulties in order to refocus their
attention on more important things such as the hereafter. If a muslim was
left to only face times of ease without difficulties there is no doubt that they
would become lost in enjoying the excess of this material world. This
neglect in the long run would be disastrous for them. So they face a small
difficulty in order to protect them from greater difficulties namely, the
difficulties of the hereafter. Therefore, muslims should remember this truth



every time they face a difficulty so that they leave the difficulty refocused on
more important things and act correctly over this blessing instead of
demonstrating impatience and heedlessness to this vital benefit. This is in
fact one of the biggest favours of Allah, the Exalted.



“As for the ship, it belonged to poor people working at sea. So |
intended to cause defect in it as there was after them a king who
seized every [good] ship by force.”

Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verse 71.:

“So they set out, until when they had embarked on the ship, he [i.e., al-
Khigdr] tore it open. [Moses] said, "Have you torn it open to drown its
people? You have certainly done a grave thing."”

This includes using unlawful wealth, using items which are unlawful and
eating unlawful foods. It is important to note, that the specific things which
have been labelled unlawful by Islam such as alcohol are not the only
things which are unlawful. In fact, even lawful things can become unlawful if
they have been gained through unlawful things. For example, a lawful food
can become unlawful if it is bought with unlawful wealth. Therefore, it is
important for muslims to ensure they only deal with lawful things as it only
takes one element of the unlawful to ruin someone.

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
once warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2346, that the one
who utilises the unlawful will have all their supplications rejected. If their
supplications are rejected by Allah, the Exalted, can one expect any of their
good deeds to be accepted? This in fact has been answered in another



Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1410. The Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, clearly warned that Allah,
the Exalted, only accepts the lawful. Therefore, any deed which has a
foundation in the unlawful such as performing the Holy Pilgrimage with
unlawful wealth will be rejected.

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3118, that this type of
person will be sent to Hell on Judgement Day. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse
188:

“And do not consume one another's wealth unjustly or send it [in bribery] to
the rulers in order that [they might aid] you [to] consume a portion of the
wealth of the people in sin, while you know [it is unlawful].”



“As for the ship, it belonged to poor people working at sea. So |
intended to cause defect in it as there was after them a king who
seized every [good] ship by force.”

Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verse 71.:

“So they set out, until when they had embarked on the ship, he [i.e., al-
Khigdr] tore it open. [Moses] said, "Have you torn it open to drown its
people? You have certainly done a grave thing."”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression will
become a darkness on the Day of Judgment.

This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness are
unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be provided a
guiding light will be able to do this successfully.

Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions. Even
though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted, it will
cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both worlds.



According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4244, whenever a
person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual heart. The
more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed by darkness.
This will prevent them from accepting and following true guidance in this
world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next world. Chapter 83 Al
Mutaffifin, verse 14:

“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were
earning.”

The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not
fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the form
of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The greatest of
which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened through
gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge.

The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the
Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’s victim forgives them
first. As people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then justice
will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor's righteous
deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim’s sins will be
given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being hurled into
Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number
6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish to be treated by
people. A muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if they desire a
guiding light in this world and in the next.



“And as for the boy [who was killed], his parents were believers, and
we feared that he would overburden them by transgression and
disbelief. So we intended that their Lord should substitute for them
one better than him in purity and nearer to mercy.”

Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verse 74:

“So they set out, until when they met a boy, he [i.e., al-Khigdr] killed him.
[Moses] said, "Have you killed a pure soul for other than [having killed] a
soul? You have certainly done a deplorable thing."”

Islam teaches muslims that they should never compromise on their faith in
order to gain something from the material world. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse
135:

‘O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice,
witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and
relatives...”

As the material world is temporary whatever one gains from it will
eventually fade away and they will be held accountable for their actions and
attitude in the hereafter. On the other hand, faith is the precious jewel



which guides a muslim through all difficulties in this world and in the
hereafter safely. Therefore, it is plain foolishness to compromise the thing
which is more beneficial and lasting for the sake of a temporary thing.

Many people especially women, will encounter moments in their lives
where they will have to choose whether to compromise on their faith. For
example, in some cases a muslim woman may believe that if she removed
her scarf and dressed a certain way she would be more respected at work
and may even climb the corporate ladder more quickly. Similarly, in the
corporate world it is considered important to mingle with colleagues after
work hours. So a muslim might find themself being invited to a pub or club
after work.

In times like this it is important to remember that ultimate victory and
success will only be granted to those who remain steadfast on the
teachings of Islam. Those who act in this way will be granted worldly and
religious success. But more importantly their worldly success will not
become a burden for them. In fact, it will become a means for Allah, the
Exalted, to increase their rank and remembrance amongst mankind.
Examples of this are the rightly guided Caliphs of Islam. They did not
compromise on their faith and instead remained steadfast throughout their
lives and in return Allah, the Exalted, granted them a worldly and religious
empire.

All other forms of success are very temporal and sooner or later they
become a difficulty for its bearer. One only needs to observe the many
celebrities who compromised on their ideals and belief in order to obtain



fame and fortune only for these things to become a cause of their sadness,
anxiety, depression, substance abuse and even suicide.

Reflect on these two paths for a moment and then decide which one should
be preferred and chosen.



“And as for the boy [who was killed], his parents were believers, and
we feared that he would overburden them by transgression and
disbelief. So we intended that their Lord should substitute for them
one better than him in purity and nearer to mercy.”

Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verse 74:

“So they set out, until when they met a boy, he [i.e., al-Khidr] killed him.
[Moses] said, "Have you killed a pure soul for other than [having killed] a
soul? You have certainly done a deplorable thing."”

Since the passing of the righteous predecessors the strength of the muslim
nation has weakened dramatically. It is logical that the greater the number
of people in a group the stronger the group will become yet muslims have
somehow defied this logic. The strength of the muslim nation has only
decreased as the number of muslims have increased. One of the main
reasons this has occurred is connected to chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 2 of
the Holy Quran:

“...And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin
and aggression...”



Allah, the Exalted, clearly commands muslims to aid each other in any
matter which is good and not support each other in any matter which is
bad. This is what the righteous predecessors acted on but many muslims
have failed to follow in their footsteps. Many muslims now observe who is
doing an action instead of observing what they are doing. If the person is
linked to them for example, a relative, they support them even if the thing is
not good. Similarly, if the person has no relationship with them they turn
away from supporting them even if the thing is good. This attitude
completely contradicts the traditions of the righteous predecessors. They
would support others in good irrespective of who was doing it. In fact, they
went so far on acting on this verse of the Holy Quran that they would even
support those they did not get on with as long as it was a good thing.

The other thing connected to this is that many muslims fail to support each
other in good as they believe the person they are supporting will gain more
prominence than them. This condition has even affected scholars and
Islamic educational institutes. They make lame excuses not to aid others in
good as they do not have a relationship with them and they fear their own
institution will be forgotten and those they help will gain further respect in
society. But this is completely wrong as one only needs to turn the pages of
history to observe the truth. As long as one's intention is to please Allah,
the Exalted, supporting others in good will increase their respect within
society. Allah, the Exalted, will cause the hearts of the people to turn to
them even if their support is for another organisation, institution or person.
For example, when the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, departed this world Umar Bin Khattab, may Allah be pleased
with him, could have easily challenged for the Caliphate and would have
found plenty of support in his favour. But he knew the right thing to do was
to nominate Abu Bakkar Siddique, may Allah be pleased with him, as the
first Caliph of Islam. Umar Bin Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, did
not worry about being forgotten by society if he supported another person.
He instead obeyed the command in the verse mentioned earlier and



supported what was right. This is confirmed in the Hadiths found in Sahih
Bukhari numbers 3667 and 3668. The honour and respect of Umar Bin
Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, within society only increased by
this action. This is obvious to those who are aware of Islamic history.

Muslims must reflect on this deeply, change their mentality and strive to aid
others in good irrespective of who is doing it and not hold back fearing their
support will cause them to be forgotten within society. Those who obey
Allah, the Exalted, will never be forgotten in both this world and the next. In
fact, their respect and honour will only grow in both worlds.



“And as for the boy [who was killed], his parents were believers, and
we feared that he would overburden them by transgression and
disbelief. So we intended that their Lord should substitute for them
one better than him in purity and nearer to mercy.”

Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verse 74:

“So they set out, until when they met a boy, he [i.e., al-Khidr] killed him.
[Moses] said, "Have you killed a pure soul for other than [having killed] a
soul? You have certainly done a deplorable thing."”

Even though Khidr, peace be upon him, was divinely guided when he killed
the boy yet he attributed this action to himself out of respect for Allah, the
Exalted.

Even though it is a fact that nothing in creation occurs without the will and
choice of Allah, the Exalted, which includes difficulties and hardships, it is a
sign of true servanthood not to attribute these things to Allah, the Exalted.
The Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, did the same thing when he
attributed good things to Allah, the Exalted, yet attributed illness to himself
even though illnesses only occur through the choice and will of Allah, the
Exalted. Chapter 26 Ash Shu’ara, verse 80:



‘And when | am ill, it is He who cures me.”

This attitude is important to adopt as it makes one’s mentality positive
rather than negative. The one who adopts a negative mentality will only
ever observe and mention their problems instead of observing the
countless blessings they still possess which leads to impatience and further
difficulties. Whereas, the one who possesses a positive mind-set will only
ever observe and mention the countless blessings they possess in all
situations which leads to patience and true gratitude. It is important to firmly
believe that the glass is half full not half empty.



“And as for the boy [who was killed], his parents were believers, and
we feared that he would overburden them by transgression and
disbelief. So we intended that their Lord should substitute for them
one better than him in purity and nearer to mercy.”

Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verse 74:

“So they set out, until when they met a boy, he [i.e., al-Khidr] killed him.
[Moses] said, "Have you killed a pure soul for other than [having killed] a
soul? You have certainly done a deplorable thing."”

It is important for muslims to understand a simple thing which can aid them
with patiently facing destiny and the difficulties it brings. A person happily
takes a bitter medicine which their doctor prescribes fully trusting in their
knowledge, experience and choice all the while believing that their doctor
knows what is best for them. This is true even though they are only human
and prone to errors. Yet, many muslims fail to place this same level of trust
in Allah, the Exalted, even though His knowledge is infinite and His choices
always the wisest. Muslims should try to accept destiny and the troubles it
brings just like they take the bitter medicine without complaining knowing it
Is best for them. They should understand that the troubles and difficulties
they face are best for them even if they do not understand or observe the
wisdoms in them just like they do not understand the science behind the
bitter medicine they happily take. Even though in most cases, they will
never understand the science behind the bitter medicine they take a time
will certainly come, whether in this world or in the hereafter, when the
wisdom behind the bitter difficulties they faced will be revealed to them. So



a muslim should anticipate this time patiently knowing all will be revealed
shortly. Pondering deeply over this can increase one's patience when
dealing with difficulties. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



“And as for the boy [who was killed], his parents were believers, and
we feared that he would overburden them by transgression and
disbelief. So we intended that their Lord should substitute for them
one better than him in purity and nearer to mercy.”

Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verse 74:

“So they set out, until when they met a boy, he [i.e., al-Khidr] killed him.
[Moses] said, "Have you killed a pure soul for other than [having killed] a
soul? You have certainly done a deplorable thing."”

These verses indicate that Khidr, peace be upon him, was in fact a Holy
Prophet, peace be upon him. Even though non-Prophets can receive
inspiration yet this can be misinterpreted and even affected by the Deuvil.
Whereas, divine revelation given to Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, is
divinely protected and so are the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them,
themselves. The fact that he killed a boy based on a divine command
indicates that he received divine revelation and not divine inspiration as the
latter is not good enough to justify his actions.

Scholars have debated for many generations whether he was a Holy
Prophet, peace be upon them, or not. Both sides have presented proofs
supporting their views.



But the important thing to note, is that Muslims should never fall into
arguments over this and similar issues to the point that it creates enmity
between them. In addition, believing one way or the other will not affect
their faith and obedience to Allah, the Exalted. Neither will this be
guestioned about on the Day of Judgement by Allah, the Exalted, otherwise
the Muslim nation would have been informed of this. So spending countless
hours arguing, debating and publishing books discussing this issue does
not make sense. Muslims should instead concentrate more on the things
which when clarified will increase their sincere obedience to Allah, the
Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and
concentrate on those things which will be questioned about on Judgement
Day, such as fulfilling the rights of people. Unfortunately, arguing and
debating over these types of issues has distracted Muslims from
concentrating on more important things and issues and this is one of the
reasons why the general strength of the Muslim nation has declined over
time.

This issue is connected to a Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, which is found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2518. It advises that a Muslim should leave a thing which creates doubt in
them and act on the things which create no doubt in them. The vast
majority of Muslims are aware of the obligatory duties and the majority of
the unlawful things, such as drinking alcohol. So these things create no
doubt within Muslims therefore they should act accordingly meaning, fulfil
the obligatory duties and abstain from unlawful things.



All other things which are not obligatory and create a doubt in society
should therefore be avoided. Allah, the Exalted, will not question why
someone did not perform a voluntary deed on Judgement Day. Instead, He
will question why they performed a voluntary deed. Therefore, leaving the
voluntary action will have no consequences in the hereafter whereas
performing a voluntary deed will namely, punishment, reward or
forgiveness. It is important for Muslims to act on this short but extremely
important Hadith as it will solve and prevent many problems and debates.
In fact, this is the advice given in another Hadith of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which is found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 1205. It advises that both the lawful and unlawful things in
Islam have been made clear to mankind and all other matters of voluntary
actions which create doubt should be left aside. This attitude will protect
one’s religion and honour.



“And as for the wall [he fixed], it belonged to two orphan boys in the
city, and there was beneath it a treasure for them, and their father had
been righteous. So your Lord intended that they reach maturity and
extract their treasure, as a mercy from your Lord. And | did it not of
my own accord...”

Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verse 77:

“So they set out, until when they came to the people of a town, they asked
its people for food, but they refused to offer them hospitality. And they
found therein a wall about to collapse, so he [i.e., al-Khidr] restored it.
[Moses] said, "If you wished, you could have taken for it a payment."”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised
in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2516, that if a muslim
safeguards Allah, the Exalted, He in turn will protect them.

Allah, the Exalted, will even safeguard the family of the one who
safeguards His limits. The Holy Quran explains how Allah, the Exalted,
safeguarded the buried treasure of two orphans as their father was
righteous. As their father safeguarded the limits of Allah, the Exalted, He in
turn safeguarded his orphan children.



If one safeguards the limits and commands of Allah, the Exalted, they will
be protected by Him. One can simply achieve this by fulfilling the
commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by
facing destiny with patience. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 112:

“...and those who observe the limits [set by] Allah. And give good tidings to
the believers.”

There are many aspects of safeguarding one’s duty to Allah, the Exalted.
One of the greatest duties to safeguard is the pacts and promises made
with Allah, the Exalted, and people. The greatest pact the entire mankind
took with Allah, the Exalted, was accepting Him as their Lord. Chapter 7 Al
A’raf, verse 172:

“And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from their
loins - their descendants and made them testify of themselves, [saying to
them], "Am | not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have testified."...”

This means one must obey Allah, the Exalted, and those which lead to His
obedience. But if one obeys someone which results in the disobedience of
Allah, the Exalted, then they have broken their promise and taken another
as their Lord. Chapter 45 Al Jathiyah, verse 23:



“Have you seen he who has taken as his god his [own] desire...”

Another example is safeguarding the obligatory prayer. This has been
mentioned repeatedly throughout the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This duty is
so significant that a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 425,
advises that whoever fulfils this duty correctly has been promised
forgiveness. But the one who fails to safeguard their obligatory prayers has
no guarantee of forgiveness.

Safeguarding the obligatory prayers has been indicated in another Hadith
found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 277. The Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has advised that only a true believer
safeguards their ablution, which is the key to the prayer.

An aspect of safeguarding the limits of Allah, the Exalted, is discussed in
another Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2458. The Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has advised muslims to
safeguard their head and stomachs. This includes using one’s eyes, ears,
tongue and thoughts in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. Protecting the
stomach involves refraining from obtaining and utilising unlawful wealth and
food. Safeguarding the tongue and one’s passionate desire has been
commanded in many different places. For example, one Hadith found in



Sahih Bukhari, number 6474, advises that whoever safeguards these two
things is guaranteed paradise.

A fundamental Islamic principle teaches muslims that how they act is how
they shall be treated by Allah, the Exalted. For example, the Holy Quran
advises muslims that whoever supports Islam will be supported by Allah,
the Exalted. Chapter 47 Muhammad, verse 7:

“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and
plant firmly your feet.”

Another example is found in chapter 2 Al Baqgarah, verse 152. The Holy
Quran declares that whoever remembers Allah, the Exalted, will be
remembered by Him.

“So remember Me; | will remember you...”

In fact, whoever safeguards the limits of Allah, the Exalted, will find that
Allah, the Exalted, gives them a way out of every difficulty in both this world
and the next. Chapter 65 At Talaq, verse 2:



“...whoever fears Allah - He will make for him a way out.”

In some cases Allah, the Exalted, averts things from His righteous servant
which outwardly seem to be good, such as getting a new job, yet there is a
hidden evil or difficulty which Allah, the Exalted, desires to protect His
servant from. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”

The greatest thing Allah, the Exalted, protects is a muslim’'s faith. Allah, the
Exalted, saves His servant from doubts, evil innovations, sins and anything
else which could corrupt their faith. This ensures they leave the world with
their faith intact.

The overall teaching of the first advice given in the main Hadith quoted at
the beginning is to safeguard all the limits of Islam by utilising the blessings
one possesses in ways which are pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. Whoever
safeguards the limits of Allah, the Exalted, will be safeguarded by Allah, the
Exalted. They will find that all difficulties and tests become bearable and
they will be guided to travel through them safely while obtaining blessings
in both worlds.



“...That is the interpretation of that about which you could not have
patience."

Often when muslims receive blessings especially, beyond their need, it
distracts them from the hereafter and instead focuses their minds on this
material world. So in this respect, the wisdom behind a difficulty is to
refocus a muslim’s attention on what is truly important which is preparing
for the hereafter. This is like a person who is so preoccupied with their
phone that they cross a road without seeing an oncoming vehicle. Another
person violently pulls them away from the oncoming car which causes them
distress yet, saves their life. Even though being pulled violently causes
distress and even pain but it is only done in order to refocus their attention
on the life threatening danger namely, the oncoming car. Similarly, a
muslim faces emotional and physical difficulties in order to refocus their
attention on more important things such as the hereafter. If a muslim was
left to only face times of ease without difficulties there is no doubt that they
would become lost in enjoying the excess of this material world. This
neglect in the long run would be disastrous for them. So they face a small
difficulty in order to protect them from greater difficulties namely, the
difficulties of the hereafter. Therefore, muslims should remember this truth
every time they face a difficulty so that they leave the difficulty refocused on
more important things and act correctly over this blessing instead of
demonstrating impatience and heedlessness to this vital benefit. This is in
fact one of the biggest favours of Allah, the Exalted.



“...That is the interpretation of that about which you could not have
patience."

Parents often take away things or prevent their children from obtaining
certain things such as unhealthy food in order to protect them. This
behaviour often causes the child to become sad or angry as they are
completely unaware of the wisdom behind the actions of their parent. This
parental behaviour is something which is widely accepted in society and is
rightfully believed to be a characteristic of a good and responsible parent.
Similarly, in life people often lose or are prevented from obtaining certain
worldly things by Allah, the Exalted. A muslim must understand that the
same way parents keep harmful things away from their children even
though their children do not understand the reason behind their choice
similarly Allah, the Exalted, acts in this manner according to His infinite
wisdom and knowledge in order to protect His servants even if people do
not understand the wisdom behind His choices. Therefore, every time a
muslim finds themself in this situation they should reflect on this simple
example, which no one would reject irrespective of their faith, so that they
are inspired to remain patient and show gratitude for the divine protection
Allah, the Exalted, has granted them. They should not act like an immature
child by becoming angry and impatient as adults are meant to behave
better than children. In fact, children are excused from behaving in such a
manner as they lack knowledge and experience whereas adults should not
lack this and will therefore be held accountable for their behaviour in both
worlds.



“...That is the interpretation of that about which you could not have
patience."

It is important for muslims to understand a simple thing which can aid
them with patiently facing destiny and the difficulties it brings. A person
happily takes a bitter medicine which their doctor prescribes fully trusting
in their knowledge, experience and choice all the while believing that
their doctor knows what is best for them. This is true even though they
are only human and prone to errors. Yet, many muslims fail to place this
same level of trust in Allah, the Exalted, even though His knowledge is
infinite and His choices always the wisest. Muslims should try to accept
destiny and the troubles it brings just like they take the bitter medicine
without complaining knowing it is best for them. They should understand
that the troubles and difficulties they face are best for them even if they
do not understand or observe the wisdoms in them just like they do not
understand the science behind the bitter medicine they happily take.
Even though in most cases, they will never understand the science
behind the bitter medicine they take a time will certainly come, whether
in this world or in the hereafter, when the wisdom behind the bitter
difficulties they faced will be revealed to them. So a muslim should
anticipate this time patiently knowing all will be revealed shortly.
Pondering deeply over this can increase one's patience when dealing
with difficulties. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”
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