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It may be doubted whether Justinian's immediate
sbjects derived any very great benefit from the Corpus
- Juris. Most of it was in Latin, whereas the butk of
them spoke Greek, and some Syriac or Arabic. Tt was
repeatedly and capriciously aliered by the lepiclator
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himseH during the last thirty years of his reign. And
there are other reasons for supposing that the Imperial
enactments of this period seldom made themselves felt
much beyond the chief centres of administration,
and that in the outlying districts of the Eastern
provinces the regular tribunals were less resorted to
than clerical arhitraf-::-rs, the bishops and presbyters

of the different sects, whose legal notions were derived
at second or third hand from the older Roman law

sources with an admixture of other elements.
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