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ABSTRACT

This study discusses the role of 1zz Ad-din Ibn Al-Athir (d 630h /1233ad) in
writing history. It tries to explore his plan, his main concerns, his sources
and finally his research method.

Ibn Al-Athir wrote four books which can be classified as a history works.
These books are: ALLubab fi Tahtheeb Alansab, Usd AlGhaba fi Marifat
Assahaba, AlBahir fi Tarikh addawla alAtabikiyah, AlKamil fi'ttarikh, on
which this study concentrates because Ibn Al-Athir's research methods are
best seem.

The study concluded that Ibn Al-Athir maintained in Al-Kamil the unity of
subject within the achronological sequence of events. In this case, he wrote
down events within a continuous historic context to form complete image
about them.

Ibn Al-Athir had a variety of interests. Even though his writing -in general-
had a nature of political and military history, part of them included different
cultural, economical and social aspects. These aspects had his concern
because they had much influence on people's life and the stabilility of

society.

Ibn Al-Athir had his own vision of his sources and issues. He was critical of
his sources, and often expressed his opinion.
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