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{Part No. 18; Page No. 5)

Marriage

{Part No. 18; Page MNo. 6)

The second question of Fatwa no. 21359

0 2: I want to delay marriage until I finish my studies as I am now in the last year of high
school. I heard that it is Makruh (reprehensible) to delay marriage. I can not afford
marriage at the proper age. I know a teacher who can afford marriage but he rejects it.
What is your opinion? Please answer me, my brothers in Islam, as I am confused. Best
regards!

A it is the Sunnah for youth 1o hasten to get married early if they can afford it. The Prophet {peace
be upon him} said, 'O young people! \Whoever among you can afford to get married, let him do =0,

far marriage would help lower his gaze and keep virtuousness, and whoever cannot afford it, let him
fast, for that will be a shield for him. » Agreed upon by Imams Al-Bukhari and Muslim. May allah grant

us success! May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and
Campanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

| Member | Member | Member | Chairman
Bakr Abu Zavd |Salih al-Fawzan | “abdullah ibn Ghudayyan | abdul-"Aziz ibn Cabdullah Al Al-Shaykh

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The third question of Fatwa no. 9624

0 3: is marriage a Fard (obligatory act) or Sunnah (supererogatory act following the
example of the Prophet)?

A: Marriage is a desirable Sunnah for those who are able, because the Prophet {peace be upon him)
instructed, saying:

{Part No. 18; Page MNo. 7)

O young men! Those among yvou who have the ability for marriage, let them marry, as it iz more

able to lower the gaze (i.e., from looking at forbidden things) and gquard the private parts {i.e.,
chastity, from illegal sexual acts); but thoze who cannot should observe Sawm (Fasting), for it will
remove their sexual desire.” ) However, marriage may became Fard on same peaple if they fear that

they might fall into immorality and they can afford to marry. May Allah grant us success! May peace
and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag CAfify “Abdul-"Aziz ibn " Aabdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 14127

0: I am a nineteen-year-old young man, and I am a first-year student of Shari’ah
{Islamic law). I have no job, and my father maintains me. As you know, we live in an age
of Fitnah (temptation). Is it permissible for me to marry as long as my father is
maintaining me? I want to get married to keep myself chaste. Can I do this, or should I
wait until I finish my studies? Is it obligatory for me to pay for my family on my own?
Please advise, and many thanks to you.

A: marriage is a Sunnah {commendable act) of the messengers. The Prophet {peace be upon him)
has urged the youth to marry as soon as they can afford marriage, by saying: (O young people!

Whoever among you is able to marry should do so; and whoever is not able to marry is
recammended to observe Sawm {Fast), for Sawm would limit his sexual urge. » As your father will
help you in the costs of

{Part No. 18; Page No. 8)

marriage, this is considered facilitation granted to you from Allah (Exalted be He). May Allah grant us
success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag “Afify “Abdul-"Aziz ibn " Abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 16895

0 2: is it permissible for a person to abstain from getting married while he has the
financial and sexual ability to marry? This person is my friend. He claims that he does not
w ant to marry in order not to produce children who may suffer the agonies of this world.
He sometimes claims that he has become very old. Moreover, his mother wants him to
get married.

A: Marriage is permissible in Izlam. Increasing the number of the Ummah {nation) of the Prophet
Muhammad is a desirable thing in Islam. The ruling of marriage differs according to one's
circumstances. He who fears committing adultery if he does not marry has to get married if he is
able to sustain his family according 1o the saying of most Fugaha' (Muslim jurists), This is because
being chaste is obligatory and the only way 1o be chaste is getting married. In this case, getting
married takes precedence over performing Hajj. But if he is sure that he will not commit adultery,
getting married in this case will be Mustahab {desirable). Therefore, if the reality is as you mentioned
in your question, he has to seek Allah's help and search for a righteous woman in order to lead a
chaste life and to make her

{Part No. 18; Page No. 9)

lead a chaste life alsa. Doing so will bring him benefits in this world and rewards in the hereafter. He
should not say that he will not marry in order not to produce children whao will suffer the agonies of
thiz world, This is a false excuse that should not come o a Muslim's mind, let alone establishing
rulings on it. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad,
his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Mermber Member Chairman
Bakr &b “Abhdul- T Aziz Al Al- Salih Al- “Abdullak b “Abdul-"Aziz bn CAbdullab
Zayd Shavkh Fawzan Ghudayyan ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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Fatwa no. 13684

0: My name is “Abdul Kadder and I am twenty five years old. I want to marry a twenty
five year old Christian woman whom I promised to marry if she embraced Islam. Should I
marry her after she became a muslim although my father opposes our marriage?

A: If the matter is as vou have described, you have fo fulfill vour promise and marry this woman
even it your father opposes your marriage. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “abdul-Razzag Cafify “abdul- " Aziz ibn “Abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The sixth question of Fatwa no. 5848

0 6: is Mariyah Al-Qibtiyyah who was given to the Prophet {peace be upon him) by Al-
Mugawqis as

{Part No. 18; Page No. 10)

a gift and the mother of his son Ibrahim, considered one of the Prophet's wives and a
mother of the believers?

A: Mariyah Al-Qibtiyyah who was given o the Prophet {peace be upon him) by AlFMugawgis can
neither be one of his wives nor 2 mother of the believers, She was a concubine and gave birth 1o his
son Ibrahim, and as such she is "mother of the son." May Allah grant us success! May peace and
blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member e mber Chairman
“ahdullah ibn Qa ud “Abhdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-"Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 3578

0: i am a twenty-three year old unmarried man. i belong to a big tribe; my people have
no one for me to marry. Others make fun of me, whenever I propose to one of their
daughters although I have not neglected any of their rights. I perform the five pillars of
Islam and I avoid sins such as drinking alcohol etc., and I have never been involved in any
immoral acts. Is it permissible for me to abandon this tribe and marry someone from any
other tribe?

A Tt is not permissible for you to abandon them because they do not want you to marry one of their
daughters. It iz permissible for you to marry any woman from any other tribe, The most important
thing is to marry a chaste Muslim woman.

{Part No. 18; Page No. 11}

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abhdullab ibn “abdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul-"Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " A fify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 4525

0 1: if a man divorces his fourth wife and wants to marry another woman, does he have
to wait until the end of his divorced wife's ‘iddah {woman’s prescribed waiting period
after divorce or widowhood) to remarry?

A Tt is Haram {prohibited) for a man who divorces his fourth wife to marry another woman, until his
divorced wife finishes her ‘Iddah. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chair man
“abdullah ibn “abdullah b “abdul-Razzag “abdul- " Aziz ibn Abdullab ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




0 2: is “iddah (prescribed waiting period after divorce or widowhood) required for a man
who wants to marry the sister of his deceased wife? Please give me your Fatwa
regarding this issue.

A: The man who wants 1o marry the sister of his deceased wife is not required to observe “Iddah.
May Allah grantus success! May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Mubammad, his
family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Mermber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “abdullab b “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn CAbdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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Fatwa no. 19124

0: I am an educated 23-year-old man, all praise be to Allah for this. i would like to send
my parents to perform the Faridah {obligatory duty) of Hajj, but I also want to complete
half of my Din {religion) by getting married, because marriage is a protection to every
young man from falling into error. However, I am afraid that if I get married with the
money that I have, my parents might die and I will have prevented them from performing
this Faridah and bear the sin of this. Please note that we are not a wealthy family.

A: Spending the money you have on your marriage has priority over using it to pay for your parents
to perform the Faridah of Hajj, because marriage helps to lower the gaze and protects chastity, as
the Messenger (peace be upon him) said, 0 young men! Those among you who have the ability for

marriage, let them marry, as it is mare able to lower the gaze (i.e., from looking at forbidden things)
and guard the private parts {i.e., chastity, from illegal sexual acts).”» The Messenger {peace be upon

him) ordered that marriage should be undertaken when anyone is capable of doing =0, Accordingly,
you should start with yourself and then help those whom you provide for, If your parents do not have
enough maney to perform Hajj, it is not obligatory on them, as they do not have the ability to perfarm
it. There is no sin on them if either of them dies without performing this Faridah at their own
expense, and you can perform it on their behalf or appoint someone else to do it for them from your
money, when it is possible for vou to do so. May Allah multiply your reward, and make matters easy
for ywou and your parents,

{Part No. 18; Page No. 13)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
Bakr Abu Salin Al- “abdullab ibn “abdul-"Aziz Al Al- | Cabdul-"Aziz ibn Cabdullah
Zawd Fawzan shudanyyan Shaykh ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



The second question of Fatwa no. 19189

0 2: which is better in the sight of Allah {Exalted be He); to perform Hajj, or "Umrah
during Ramadan, or to marry if the person is not married?

A: If you fear that you may commit adultery, you have to give precedence to marriage over
performance of Hajj and "Umarah. If not, you should give precedence to performing Hajj and
‘Umrah aver marriage. May allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet
rMuhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

Member Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
Bakr abu Salih Al- “abdullah ibn “abdul-aziz Al Al- | Tabdul-"Aziz ibn T abdullah
Zayd Fawzan Ghudayyan Shaykh ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 19244

0: My work is related to the field of retardation and habilitation. I cooperate with a team
whose members include many foreigners. They ask whether it is acceptable to advise the
families who have more than one retarded child to stop procreation. I found it is better
to participate in this debate

{Part No. 18; Page No. 14)

based on the Islamic perspective to explain that our religion is the first to offer the
solution for this problem. The solution is shown in the authentic Hadith of the Messenger
{peace be upon him) who encouraged people to get married early and not to marry their
relatives.

I hope your Eminence will provide me with Hadiths and proofs, preferably in English,
concerning this issue as soon as possible. I heard that it is not prohibited in Islam to
prevent procreation if the doctors decide that there is a chance of giving birth to
retarded children who represent a load on their families and society. Is this true?

A: There are no authentic Hadiths which forbid marriage to relatives. The incidence of retardation
happens by the will and decree of Allah and is not caused by marriage to relatives as is widely
believed. It is impermissible to prevent procreation for fear of having retarded children. It is
recammended to have Tawakkul {putting one’s trust in Allah) and assume the best about Allah, May
Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Member | Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
Bakr Abu Salih Al- “abdullah ibn “abdul-Aziz Al Al | Cabdul-"Aziz ibn Abdullah
Zayd Fawzan Ghudayyan Shavykh ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 18162

0: I am a twenty seven year old Sudanese man. I am very concerned with the matter of
marriage, which is my only means

{Part No. 18; Page No. 15)

to stay away from committing unlawful practices which Allah and His Messenger forbade.
I came to this blessed land to perform "Umrah (lesser pilgrimage), offer Salah {Prayer)} in
the Masjid {Mosque) of the Prophet (peace be upon him) and look for work. I wanted to
make money to be able to afford the requirements of marriage but this was too difficult
for me. I spent all the money I had made on my family. I could not save any money for
myself because my family's conditions are as follows:

First: My father is an old man and I am the only son in a family of seven daughters. I
cannot ignore helping them because my father is over seventy years old and no longer
able to work. Even if he is able to work, he can hardly support himself financially.
Therefore, I quit studying to find work and help them. Now, I am very eager to marry as I
fear to commit a sin which displeases Allah. It should be noted that sins are surrounding
me in different ways. I hope I will find an answer for the following questions: 1- Is it
permissible for me to ask for financial assistance from benevolent people? 2- Is it
permissible for me to stop helping my parents who brought me up and who receive help
from no one but Allah {may He be Glorified and Praised) then me?

{Part No. 18; Page No. 16)

It is worth mentioning that I fear the devil's temptation and I hope to stay adhering to
the orders of Allah {(may He be Gloried and Exalted) till death.

A: You have to be a dutiful son to your parents, take care of them and seek Allah's Provision to be
able to afford the marriage requirements, and allah will make things easy for you, Allah Willing. Allah
{Exalted be He) says: (And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty 1o Him, He will make a way for

him to get out (from every difficulty). ¥ ¢And He will provide him from (sources) he never could
imagine. And whosoever puts his frust in Allah, then He will suffice him. » So, you have to fear Allah,

place your trust in Him, and seek His Provision through legal means. There is no harm in asking
wealthy people to help vou in this matter. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Mermber Member e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman

Bakr Abu Salin Al- “Abhdullab ibn “Abdul-"Aziz Al Al- | CAbdul-"Aziz ibn " Abdullah
Zayd Fawzan Ghudayyan Shaykh ibr Baz




The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



The seventh question of Fatwa no. 443

0 7: is marriage obligatory upon a woman who can control her sexual desire and who
refuses marriage to be able to devote her life to worship and to avoid having marital
responsibilities?

Ac Allah (Glorified and Exalted be He) legislated marriage, as He {may He Praised and Exalted) says:
{Part No. 18; Page No. 17)

cAnd marry those among you who are single (i.e. a man who has no wife and the woaman who has

no husband) and {also marry) the Salihln {pious, fit and capable ones) of vour {male) slaves and
maid-servants (female slaves). If they be poor, Allah will enrich therm out of His Bounty. » Also the

Prophet {peace be upon him) commanded us to get married. On the authority of “Abdullah ibn
Mas ud {may allah be pleased with hirm) that Allah's Messenger {(peace be upon him) said: 'O young

peaple! Whoever among you is able to marry, should marry, for marriage would help him lower his
gaze and keep his virtuousness and whoever is not able to marry, is recommended to fast, for fasting
would diminish his sexual power. » Related by Al-Bukhari and Muslim, and this narration is by both of

them. Also the same narration is related by Abu Dawud, Al-Tirmidhy and Al-Massa 'y, In the Hadith
that relates the story of three people who went to ask about the worship of the Prophet {peace be
upan him), when they were told about the Prophet's worship, they considered it to be little. In this
story one of the three people said: (1 will keep away from women and will not marry forever. The

FProphet {peace be upon him} told that man and his companions that he (peace be upon him) fasts
and breaks his fast, prays and sleeps and also marries women. Then he said, "So he who does not
fallow my Sunnah is not from me (ot one of my fallowers). "y The Hadith of this story is related in

full by Al-Bukhari. This story includes a sign from the Prophet (peace be upon hirm) warning against
monasticism practiced by men and women among the Jews and Christians. The woman asking this
question should not stay without a husband. May Allabh grant us success! May peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member e mber Deputy Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Sulayman b “Abdullab ibn “Abdul-R.ahman ibn “Abdul-Razzag
Mlani Ghudayyan " & fify

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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The second question of Fatwa no. 12712

0 2: is it permissible for a woman to refuse marriage after the death of her first
husband? Is it permissible for the husband to order his wife not to remarry if he dies
before her? We appreciate your advice.

A It is not permissible for a woman o refuse marriage after the death of her first husband because
this iz a special ruling for the wives of the Prophet (peace be upon hirm}. Also it is not permissible for
the husband to order his wife not to remarry after his death. A wife does not have to obey her
husband if he orders her to do s0. The Prophet {peace be upon him) said: (Submission is obligatory

only in what is good (and reasonable). » May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
| Casbdullah bn Ghudayyan | CAbdul-Razzag Cafify | abdul-taziz bn Cabdullah b Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The third question of Fatwa no. 9639

0 3: is it permissible for me to marry someone other than my brother-in-law as i have
three children? is it permissible to travel abroad from Egypt to Saudi Arabia or Yemen
with my children because those who have offered to marry me are there?

A Firstly: it is permissible for a woman whose husband died to marry, after the end of her “Iddah
{woman's prescribed waiting period after divorce or widowhood),

{Part No. 18; Page No. 19)

whoever will be of benefit to her with regard to her religion, marals and chastity, whether he is her
brother-in-law or not. Secondly: It is prohibited for a woman to travel with anyone other than a
Mahram (spouse or unmarriageable relative), The Prophet (peace be upon hirm) said: It is not

lawful for a woman who believes in Allah and the Last Day to travel, unless she has a Mahram with
her.” May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his

family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag CAfify “Abhdul-"Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first question of Fatwa no. 17973

01:1am a twenty five year old man. I have not married yet. My brother supports me
and helps me complete my education at university. He has offered to help me get
married more than once, but I refused in order not to increase his burdens. I fall in what
is prohibited of unlawful looks. I seek refuge in Allah from what is unlawful. Should I get
married, as marriage in this case is obligatory in order to block all avenues of evil and to
stay away from committing adultery? Answer my question! May Allah reward you well!

A: a young man has to get married if he fears seduction and if he has the financial ability 1o marry
whether he has the money or it will be given to him by another person, If someone cover

{Part No. 18; Page No. 20)

his marriage costs, he would be permitted to accept them. The Prophet {peace be upon him) said:
M0 young people! Whoever among you is able to marry, should marry, for marriage would help him

lower his gaze and keep his virtuousness, and whoever is not able @ marry, is recommended o
observe Sawm {Fast), for Swam would diminish his sexual power."» May Allah grant us success! May

peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Mermber Member Chairman
Bakr b “Abdullalb | Abdul-"Aziz bn CAbdullab AllSalib ibn Fawzan Al- “Abdul- " Aziz bn
Abu Zawd Al-Shaykh Fawzan “Abhdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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The eighth question of Fatwa no. 6902

0 8: what can a young man who abides by Islamic teachings do to control his sexual
desire in case he cannot marry or observe Sawm (fast)?

A: If the case is as you have described, there is no harm in postponing his marriage until he can
afford it. Allah {Glorified and Exalted be He) says, < Allah burdens not a person beyvond his scope. »

However, he should fear allah as He should be feared and abstain from the things which He
prohibited. Allah (Exalted be He) says, (And let those who find not the financial means for marriage

keep themselves chaste, until Allah enriches them of His Bounty, »

{Part No. 18; Page No. 21)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upaon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Chair man
“abdullah ibn Qa ud “abdul-"Aziz bn Cabdullah bn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 7034

0 2: i am a nineteen-year-old adolescent, who is haunted by thoughts of sex. I truly live
in anxiety and have no interest in my studies, as I am always thinking about sex, and
Satan, may Allah curse him, is tempting me to commit Zina (premarital sexual intercourse
and/or adultery) - may Allah provide all of us with refuge from that! Bear in mind that I
am not able to marry, because I am still in the secondary school. I try to be patient day
after day, but I can no longer bear it. I hope you can help me and tell me what to do, as
the only solution I can think of is to marry, but I can not afford it. Due to these
circumstances, I have become very skinny and sometimes when I perform Salah {Prayer)
I do not know what I have done or how many Rak'ahs (units of Prayer) I have
performed, because I am thinking about this matter. Please help me.

A If yvour condition is as vou have mentioned, perform as much voluntary Sawm (Fasting) as
possible, as this will help you to control yourself, curb your desire, and to retain your chastity.

{Part No. 18; Page No. 22}

It is authentically repaorted that the Prophet {peace be upon him) said, <O young men! Those among

you who have the ability for marriage, let them marry, as it is maore able to lower the gaze (i.e., from
looking at forbidden things) and guard the private parts {i.e., chastity, from illegal sexual acts); but
those who cannot should observe Sawm (Fasting), for it will remove their sexual desire.” {Reported

by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) If vou can borrow the money to get married and have the ability to repay
the debt later, you should do this to protect your chastity, and you should beg Allab's Help in the
realization of this, \We advise you o avoid whatever may stimulate your desire, lower your gaze, and
avoid mixing with women and sitting and talking to them as much as possible. T ask Allah (Exalted be
He) to keep you chaste and protect you from lust and Finah (temptation). May Allah grant us
success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “Abdullab ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The eighth question of Fatwa no. 4470

0 8: I am a young man and I work as a teacher. i am thinking of getting married, but I am
hindered by my inability to build a separate house from my father's. I cannot afford to do
this with my monthly salary

{Part No. 18; Page No. 23)

in the near future, because it is too low; it is barely enough to sustain me and buy some
clothes and books. What do you suggest I do? If I live with my father, I am sure I am
going to face too many problems to solve.

A We advise you to fear Allah (Exalted be He) as He should be feared and obey your parents in
anything other than that which entails disobedience to Him. \Whoever fears Allah, He will appoint for
them a way out of every distress, and will provide for them sources they could never imagine.
Whosoever puts their trust in Allah (Exalted be He), He will suffice them. You should also consult a
trusted, experienced person wha knows about your situation, so that they may find a solution to your
case. A withess sees more details than someone who is not present. You can also hasten to marry
according to your financial abilities, even if vou have to rent a separate house. May Allah help you.
May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chair man
“abdullah ibn “abdullah ibr “abdul-Razzag “abdul- " Aziz ibn CAbdullab ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The fifth question of Fatwa no. 6582

0 5: What is the Islamic ruling on a young man who refuses to marry due to the
increasing cost of the Mahr {(mandatory gift to a bride from her groom) and his inability
to provide for a wife?

{Part No. 18; Page No. 24)

A If the reality is as you mentioned, and this man cannot afford to pay the Mahr or support a wife,
he is excused. He should observe Sawm (Fasting) to acquire immunity that preserves his private
parts {chastity) and virtuousness from immaorality. Howewer, if he can afford the Mahr and MNafagah
{obligatory financial support), but he refuses to marry, he is being disobedient to Allah and His
Messenger {peace be upan him), who said, "0 young men! Those amang you who have the ability

for marriage, let them marry, as it is more able to lower the gaze {i.e., from looking at forbidden
things) and guard the private parts {i.e., chastity, from illegal sexual acts); but those whao cannot
should obzerve Sawm (Fasting), for it will remave their sexual desire.” {Related by Al-Bukhari and

Muslim’ May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn Qa ud “Abdul-Razzag CAfify “Abdul-"Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn Baz
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Fatwa no. 3411

0: i am a 27-year-old man and until now, there is nothing that encourages me to marry.
The reason is the great increase in the cost of Mahr {(mandatory gift to a bride from her
groom), which has reached 120,000 Riyals. This is why I prefer to remain single. Please
advise me, am I sinful for remaining as a bachelor due to the increase in the cost of the
Mahr? May Allah reward you with the best!

A: You should exert all the effort you can to protect yourself and preserve your chastity by getting
married. If you cannot afford it, you should observe Sawm (Fasting), as it will help you, with the
Permizsion of Allah, to guard your chastity and virtuousness,

{Part No. 18; Page No. 25)

It is authentically reparted that the Prophet {peace be upon him) said, <0 young men! Those among

you whao have the ability for marriage, let them marry, as it is more able o lower the gaze {i.e., fram
looking at forbidden things) and guard the private parts (i.e., chastity, from illegal sexual acts); but
those who cannot should observe Sawm (Fasting), for it will remaove their sexual desire.”) {Agreed

upon by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) \We ask Allah to make things easy for vou and guide vou. May Allah
grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and
Campanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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Portal of the geners

of Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Fatwa no. 4034
A is it permissible for me to marry although i am only 12 years old?

A: It is permissible for you to marry although you are only 12 yvears old; there iz no prohibition
against that. May allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad,
his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
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The third question of Fatwa No. { 14386 )
0 3: What is ruling on contracting marriage between a 14-year-old

{Part No. 18; Page No. 26)

second year primary school student and 10-to-14-year-old girl who love each other and
there is mutual consent between their guardians. The controversial point is that they
are young; i.e. is their marriage valid being that young?

A: Contracting marriage between a young boy and a voung girl iz permissible if their guardians
approve of it. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad,
his family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
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The first and second questions of Fatwa No. [ 8726 )

0 1, 2: Here in Egypt we have special customs and traditions. Among these customs is
the prohibition of marrying the younger daughter before the older one. is there any
evidence to the opposite? What is the ruling on putting such customs into practice? In
which case should customs and traditions be given priority over Shari’ah (Islamic law)?

Is the Hadith stating: vou have better knowledge (of a technical skilly in the affairs of the world »

Sahih {authentic)? If yes, we hope that you, helped by Allah (Glorified and Exalted be
He), explain the Hadith to us pointing out when it should be enforced, to what it is
applicable, whether it is applicable to the issue at hand and whether applying the Hadith
here inflicts injustice on the younger daughter and whether every issue has its own
discretionary judgment.

{Part No. 18; Page No. 27)

A: The basic principle is the general permissibility that daughters are given in marriage, whether
they are young or old. Allah (Exalted be He) said: (And marry those among you who are single (i.e. a

man who has no wife and the woman who has no husband) and {also marry)» Thus, if a woman is

asked in marriage from her guardian when all the requirements are met and impediments do not
exist, the guardian should give her in marriage. Actually, the custom of marrying the younger
daughter befare the older one does not go against Shari "ah. As for the Hadith that reads: (You have

better knowledge (of a technical skilly in the affairs of the world, » it is Sahih as it is related by Muslim

in hiz Sahih {authentic book of Sunnah). It means that people have better knowledge and more
technical =kill regarding woarldly affairs such as farming, industries, weaving, frade and the like,
Howewver, the Shar "y (Islamic legal) ruling on all affairs has to be taken into consideration. May Allah
grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and

Campanions!
Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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of Scholarly Re arch and Ifta’

The fourth question of Fatwa No. { 3568 )
0 4: is it permissible for a man whose wife died to marry

{Part No. 18; Page No. 28)

one month, {or more or less), after her death? Some scholars are of the opinion that
such a man may not marry unless her "Iddah (waiting period) of three months is over.
This seems very strange to me. Is it true?

A: It is permissible for a man whose wife died to marry whenever he likes, The opinion of the
scholars you mentioned is groundless, and is therefore null and vaid. May allah grant us success!
May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
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The third question of Fatwa no. 21676

0 3: I am a thirty-four-year-old man. I am looking for a wife according to the Shar "y
{Islamically lawful) measures in shaa'-Allah (if Allah wills). I do not want to marry a girl
whose age ranges between eighteen and twenty two, as I think girls at that age are not
mature and experienced enough. However, when I read the Sirah (the Prophet's
biography), I see many different cases concerning age differences between a husband
and his wife. If I adhere to the opinion that I feel comfortable with, am I contradicting
the Sunnah (whatever is reported from the Prophet)?

A: There is no problem in marrying a woman who seems suited to matrimonial life, whether she is
the same age as you, younger, or alder. However,

{Part No. 18; Page No. 29)

it is a commendable act to marry virgins, according to the following Hadith in which the Prophet
{peace be upon him) said to Jabir {may Allah be pleased with him) when he asked him about his
wife: (Is she a virgin ar a previously married waman? labir said that she is a previously married

waman, so the Prophet {peace be upon him) said, "Why did not you marry a virgin, so that you can
be playful together?" ) (Related by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and Ahl-ul-Sunan {authors of Hadith

campilations classified by jurisprudential themes)) May allab grant us success! May peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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The third question of Fatwa no. 9693

0 3: there is a girl who works as a teacher of the Qur'an and is at the age of marriage.
However, she refuses all suitors claiming that if she gets married this would prevent her
from this noble job. Should she get married or postpone her marriage until she teaches
the Qur'an to more students, and Allah will make a way for her?

A If a suitable, practicing and respectable person proposes to her, she should accept him in order to
keep herself chaste, and she may still continue teaching Qur'an and studying religion. She should
seek Allah's help,

{Part No. 18; Page No. 30)

and sincerely supplicate to Him to help her to achieve the good she aspires for, It was authentically
reparted that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, "0 young people! Whoever among you is able

ta marry, should marry, for marriage would help him lower his gaze and keep his virtuousness and
whoever iz not able to marry, is recommended to fast, for fasting would diminish his sexual power, ")

Agreed upon by Al-Bukhari and Muslim, This Hadith is applied to males and females. May allah grant
us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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The fifth question of Fatwa no. 4921

0 5: is it permissible for a young woman to abstain from getting married after the death
of her first husband?

A: Islam urges people to get married. Therefore, her Waliy (3 legally accountable person acting for a
wioman seeking marriage) should advise and urge her to get married. However, if she refuses and he
iz not afraid of her being subject to Fihah (femptation), he should leave her, May Allah grant us
success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
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{Part No. 18; Page No. 31)

Fatwa no. 18121

0: is it legally correct for someone who wants to get married to say that he wants to
complete half of his religion; meaning marriage?

A: The Sunnah of the Prophet {peace be upon him) pointed out that marriage is desirable and it is
one of the Sunnan done by Allah's messengers. Men can, through marriage, overcome many evil
trends. Marriage helps a person lower their gaze and keep their virtuousness, as was explained by
the Prophet {peace be upon him). It was reported by Al-Hakim in his book called Al-Mustadrak on the
authority of Anas as a Hadith Marfu ™ {a Hadith narrated from the Prophet with a connected or
dizconnected chain of narration): ("“whoever Allah grants a righteous wife has been assisted (hy

Allahy to adhere to half of his religion, so let him obey Allah in the second half."» It was also reported

by Al-Bayvhagy in his book Al-Shu “ab on the autharity of Al-Ragashy that the Prophet {peace be upon
him) said: ("When a man marries, he has fulfilled half of his religion, sa let him fear Allah regarding

the remaining half."

{Part No. 18; Page No. 32)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 14704

0: Regarding the matter of lowering the gaze (from looking at what is forbidden), I am a
twenty year old young man who lowers his gaze, but I usually spend some time before
and during sleep thinking of my love for sexual appetite. How can I give up this bad habit
and keep Satan away from me? It may be worth mentioning that I usually recite Qur‘an
before going to bed.

A Firstly: It is Wajib (obligatory) on you that you lower your gaze from looking at what is forbidden.
Likewise, it is impermissible for you to read magazines or watch films that contain waomen's images.
Allah (Exalted be He) says: «Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden

things), and protect their private parts {from illegal sexual acts), That is purer for them. Yerily, Allah
is All-Aware of what they do. ) Secondly: You have to marry if you are able to do =0, for marriage

will help you lower your gaze. The foregoing was explained by the Prophet {peace be upon him)
when he said in an authentic Hadith: 'O young people! Whoever among you is able to marry, should

marry, for marriage would help him lower his gaze and keep his virfuousness and whoever is not
able to marry, is recommended to fast, for fasting will diminish his sexual power, »

{Part No. 18; Page No. 33)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 12523

0: Allah's Messenger {peace be upon him) said: ('O young people! Whoever among you is able

to marry, should marry, for marriage will help him lower his gaze and keep his virtuousness, and
whoever is not able to marry is recommended to fast, for fasting would diminish his sexual power. » I

cannot afford marriage and my question is: since the Prophet {peace be upon him)
ordered youth who cannot marry to perform sawm (Fast), how should this sawm be
performed? Should I perform Sawm forever or what should I do? I hope you will explain
things to me. Peace, Mercy and Blessings of Allah be with you. May Allah reward you
with the best!

A: If you cannot afford marriage, you should fear allah {Glorified and Exalted be He), be mindful of
Him, lower your gaze and fast as much as you can. The best way of Sawm is o fast one day and
break it the following day. This was the Sawm of Prophet Dawud {David, peace be upon him) as
mentioned by Prophet Muhammad {peace be upon him). May Allah grant us success! May peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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Fatwa no. 14384

0O: There is a question that has perplexed me for the past five years. I am a thirty six
yvear old man. Allah has tried me with a strong sexual capacity that I can not control. I
have observed Sawm (Fast) as we were ordered by the Prophet (peace be upon him} in
this case to do so. This is because Sawm diminishes one's sexual power. But I swear by
Allah that my sexual desire increases after observing Sawm. I went to many physicians
who gave me some tranquilizers. Unfortunately, they were all in vain. I was tried with
such a trial and at the same time can not marry because my salary is very low as I work
as a public servant in King Khalid hospital in Tabuk.

I would like to undergo a castration operation in order to get rid of my sexual desire in
order to protect my honor and religion. I would like to know if it is permissible for me to
do so or not. I asked some scholars and they told me that it was unlawful for me to do
this. I can not bear such a trial. Therefore, I would like your Eminence to answer my
question in a written form because I do not listen to answers that are broadcasted on
the radio. May Allah protect you and grant you success in serving His religion!

Ac Tt is not permissible for you to undergo such an operation because the Prophet {peace be upon
him) forbade “Uthman ibn Mazh "un 1o castrate himself, Moreover, you have to fear Allah and o stay
away from all sources of temptation and seduction. You also have to continue being mindful of Allah
and to be chaste. ¥ou have o follow Allah's saying: <And let those who find not the financial means

for marriage keep themselves chaste, until Allah enriches them of His Bounty.

{Part No. 18; Page No. 35)

vou also have to supplicate to allah 3 lot and pay great attention to supplicating to Allah at times
when Allah answers Du’a' (supplication) in order that Allah might marry you to a righteous woman,
Allah (Exalted be He) says: (and when My slaves ask yvou (O Muhammad sl.g oo all sls)

concerning Me, then (answer them), I am indeed near (o them by My Knowledge). I respond o the
invocations of the supplicant when he calls on Me {without any mediator or intercessor), » , CAnd your

Lord said: "Invoke Me, [i.e. believe in My Oneness (Islamic Monatheizm) and ask Me for anything] I
will respond to your (invacation), Yerily! Those whao scorn My worship [i.e. do not invoke Me, and do
not believe in My Cneness, (Islamic Monotheism)] they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!"» and (Is

not He (better than your gods) Who responds 1o the distressed one, when he calls on Him, and YWho
remaves the evil) The Prophet {peace be upon him) used to say: ("0 Allah! T ask You for guidance,

piety, chastity and self-sufficiency."» It was also authentically reported that the Prophet {peace be
upon him) said:

{Part No. 18; Page No. 36)

“four supplication is answered unless you go impatient saying: 'I supplicated but was left
deprived.'" It was reported in the book of Sunnan compiled by Al-Tirmidhy and in other books that



the Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him) said: "“Whenever a Muslim supplicates to Allah, He

accepts his supplication or averts any similar kind of frouble from him until he prays for something
sinful ar something that may break the ties of kinship." Upon this someone of the Companions said:
"Then we shall supplicate plenty." Allah's Messenger {peace be upon him) said: "allah is more
plentiful {in responding).”» Al-Tirmidhy said that this is a good authentic Hadith, May Allah grant us

success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Campanions!
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Fatwa no. 14778

0: how can a Muslim ward off the desires to commit 2ina {premarital sexual intercourse
and/or adultery) or masturbation? What is the difference between those who do these
things and those who avoid them? What is the best way to help me perform Salah
{Prayer) reqgularly, as I sometimes pray and sometimes do not?

A: The main things that keep a Muslim away from doing these prohibited acts is fear of Allah, hoping
far the Blessings He has in store for His Obedient Servants, and fearing the Fire He has for the
dizsobedient., When a Muslim knows his Lord - in the frue sense of knowing - as the One and Only
Lord, COmniscient about all of mankind and their inward secrets; the All-Powerful and Invincible; the
Cne able to do all things; the all-kKnowing, Who encompasses everything in His knowledge, Who has
created mankind in this world to warship and obey Him, and made it a frial to test people, with those
who follow Allah’s Orders and avoid His Prohibitions entering Paradise and those who vialate His
Crders and commit His Prohibitions being cast in the Fire. The blessings of Paradise are everlasting
and the punishment in Hellfire is unbearable. When a Muslim recognizes these facts, they start fo
fear Allah and hope for what He has, As for your question, you must avoid the things that stimulate
these desires, such as going to places where there is nudity, singing, music, and looking at women,
You should try to keep to the company of righteous people and busy yourself with what benefits you
in this world and in the Hereafter.

{Part No. 18; Page No. 38)

Try reading some useful books, such as "Rivad Al-Salihin {The Meadows of the Righteousy”, and
recite the Qur'an often. Anyone who abstains from these acts of disobedience will be rewarded and
will have their rank raizsed in the Hereafter. It is authentically reported that the Prophet {peace be
upon him) said, "There are seven {people) whom allah will shade in His Shade on the Day when

there will be no shade other than His Shade...”) among which are *a young person who grew up

warshipping allah, and a man who is seduced by a woman of high standing and beauty but he says,
‘I fear allak’."y Az for not performing Salah, this is Kufr {disbelief) in allah, as the Prophet {peace be

upan him) said, "“The covenant that is between us and them {the hypocrites) is Salah. Anyane who
abandons it has committed Kufr.”s May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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The first question of Fatwa no. 5441

0 1: My father wanted me to marry, but I refused saying that I cannot marry now as I
am preoccupied with acquiring knowledge and Da‘'wah (calling to Islam) among people
who worship other than Allah. The truth is that I do not want to marry for two reasons.
Firstly: There are no true believing girls who fulfill the obligations of Allah. Most of them
perform acts that indicate that they are Mushriks (those who associate others with
Allah in His Divinity or worship) and believe in the occupants of the graves, this is in my
village.

{Part No. 18; Page No. 39)

There are believing girls in other villages, but I cannot marry someone from outside our
village.

Secondly: I want to focus on acquiring knowledge and calling people to Allah, but
marriage will delay me or keep me from performing this obligation of seeking knowledge.

What is your Fatwa {legal opinion issued by a qualified Muslim scholar) and the Islamic
ruling in this regard? Many Muslim scholars, such as Imam Ibn Taymiyyah, did not marry.

A: marriage is the practice of all the messengers and there is a great deal of evidence that
encourages it. Some of the wisdoms related to marriage are that it helps o lower the gaze,
preserves chastity, produce offspring, and enable a man and a waman o stand by each other in
matters of everyday life. Getting married does not keep you from Dawah; rather it helps to realize
this goal for the peace and tranquility it brings to the soul. \We advise yvou o marry and iry to choose
a good wife, even if she is from outside your village, knowing that no one is perfect, be it a man ar a
woman, especially at this time, except whom Allah wills, The Prophet {peace be upon him)
dizapproved the reluctance expressed by of some of his Sahabah (Companions): (One of them said,

“as for me, I shall pray and never sleep.” another said, “As for me, [ shall fast and never break my
fast.” A third said, "As for me, I shall not marry women.” When the Prophet {peace be upon him)
was informed about that, he delivered a Khutbah {sermon) to the people. He praised Allakh and
glorified Him, and mentioned that matter sayving, “as for me, I pray and I sleep, [ fast and I break my
fast, and I marry wamen. Anyone who shuns my Sunnah {whatever is reported from the Prophet) is
not from me {i.e. not among my followers).”

{Part No. 18; Page No. 40)

Finally, it is not confirmed that Shavkh AlIslam Ibn Taymiyvyah {may Allah be merciful 1o him) did not
marry. If it was confirmed, he probably had a lawful excuse, as we do not think someone like him
would shun the Sunnah, when he was one of the greatest Du'ah {callers) o the Sunnah and one of
the most knowledgeable people of it. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon
our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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The first question of Fatwa no. 17930

0 1: What is the ruling on women advertising in newspapers and magazines their
descriptions seeking marriage?

A: A waman advertising her desire to marry in newspapers and magazines and listing her
descriptions conflicts with chastity, modesty and decency. It is not a Muslim custom at all. Thus, itis
obligatory to refrain from doing it. Furthermore, it conflicts with the responsibility of her \Waliy {3
legally accountable person acting for a woman seeking marriage) through whose approval she may
be given in marriage.

{Part No. 18; Page No. 41)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!
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The second question of Fatwa No. { 15130 )

0 2: is it permissible for a girl of full age, about 23 years old, who has not yet been asked
for in marriage and is still a virgin, to tell her Waliy (a legally accountable person acting
for a woman seeking marriage) that she desires marriage, giving birth to children and
caring for a husband? Is it permissible to tell him that she wants to experience a happy
and peaceful marital life so that he may seek a good religious man and then ask him to
marry his daughter or the girl under his guardianship? In fact, "Umar ibn Al-Khattab set
the example in this regard when he offered to give his daughter Hafsah in marriage to
righteous people to be later married to the Prophet {peace be upon him).

Give me a detailed fatwa, may Allah reward you! Would you advise Waliys of unmarried
girls whom no one asked in marriage to proceed to offer to give them in marriage to
righteous people? Answer me, may Allah bless you!

A: It is unobjectionable that she tells her Waliy about her desire to marry. It is also unobjectionable
that the Waliy offers to give his daughter or the girl under his guardianship in marriage to those
whom he thinks 1o be righteous, good and frustworthy, Howewer, such an offer should be adequate.
This iz supparted by the story mentioned
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in the guestion that Umar {may Allah be pleased with him) offered to give his daughter Hafsah who
became a widow, in marriage to Abu Bakr and "Uthman (may Allah be pleased with them). May Allah
grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and
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Fatwa No. { 8901 )

0: I would like to ask ¥Your Eminence about consummating a marriage during the blessed
month of Ramadan. What is the ruling on this? Is it Makruh (reprehensible) as commonly
claimed? Please, answer me, may Allah assist you!

A: Consummating & marriage during Ramadan is not Makruh, for there is no evidence to this effect.
{Part No. 18; Page No. 43)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 8795

0: I am a Muslim young man. i got married to an Austrian woman who embraced islam
and gave birth to a child. She suffers from uterine cancer which makes having sex with
her impossible. I, therefore, want to marry a second wife, but she refuses. She further
stipulates that she will ask for divorce in the event of me marrying a second wife. It
should be noted that the custody of the child will be granted to the mother if I divorce
her. I fear the problems that may result from raising my child in the context of a non-
Muslim family. It is noteworthy that the stipulation of not marrying a second wife is not
included in the marriage contract. If I get married, I will lose my child, and if not, my
rights as a husband will not be fulfilled. What is the proper solution for this problem?
Please answer me, may Allah protect you!

A You should get married, as it entails many benefits for you, Among them are the ones mentioned
in the Prophet's saying {peace be upon him), 'O young people! Whoever among you can afford o

get married, let him do sa, for marriage would help lower his gaze and keep virtuousness, and
whoever cannot afford it, let him fast, for that will be a shield for him. » Agreed upon by Imams Al-

Bukhari and Muslim
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on the authority of Ibn Mas "ud {may Allah be pleased with him). As for the custody of the child, you
should resort to the Shari ah court, Allah (Exalted be He) says: (And whosoever fears Allah and

keeps his duty to Him, He will make a way for him to get out {from every difficulty). » (And He will
provide him from (sources) he never could imagine. » Moreover, in the event of divorce, you should

treat the mather of the child kindly. May allah grant her recovery and fargive her and your sins. May
Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn “abdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “abdul- "Aziz ibn "Abdullah ibn
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Fatwa no. 15358

0: I am a Multazim (practicing Muslim) young man, and I want to marry a Multazim girl.
However, I am hesitant because of her father's work in a Riba {usury/interest)-based
bank. What is the ruling of the Shari ah (Islamic law) on this marriage? It is worth
mentioning that if a marriage is concluded, the two families will exchange visits to
maintain the ties of kinship, and this will, definitely, necessitate eating with them,
exchanging gifts, and the like, especially during the first days
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of marriage. What is the ruling of the Shari’ah on this?

A If the woman whom you want to marry iz upright and halds fast to the Din {religion) of Islam, her
father's work in a bank should not present an obstacle to her marriage and it does not prevent you
fram marrying her. You should advise her father and convince him o leave his work. Perhaps Allah
{Exalted be He) will guide him through vou, May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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Engagement

The third question of Fatwa no. 18447

0 3: is there a Sahih Hadith with regards to choosing good maternal uncles for our future
children when the person is planning for marriage? It should be noted that I am about to
marry, Allah Willing. I hope to receive some advice from your Eminence about marriage.

A: Yes, there are Sahih Hadiths reported from the Prophet {(peace be upon him) in which he
encouraged us to marry a religious waman who is loving and prolific. This indicates the importance
of choosing a good wife that will result in marital benefits,
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and lead to the righteousness and piety of the offspring. Allah (Exalted be He) says: «Therefore the

righteous women are devoutly obedient (o All3h and to their husbands), and guard in the husband's
absence what Allah arders them to guard {e.g. their chastity, their husband'’s property). » May Allah

grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and
Campanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*
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The third question of Fatwa no. 20062

0 3: What should a woman's Waliy {a legally accountable person acting for a woman
seeking marriage) do when a suitor proposes to her?

A A waman's Waliy should choose a righteous, religious, and honest man for her. The Prophet
{peace be upon him) said, «If someone with a satisfactory standard of faith and honesty comes o

you seeking marriage, then give him {your daughter or sister) in marriage. If you refuse, that will
lead o the spread of great corruption in the land. » Related by Ibn Majah and Al-Tirmidhy who ranked

this Hadith as Hasan Gharib {a good Hadith that is strange to come from this chain of narration). The
Waliy should fear Allah and work for her benefit and not for his interest as he is responsible for her
befare Allah. Moreover, he should not
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burden the suitor with excessive Mahr {mandatory gift to a bride from her groom). May Allah grant
uz success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Mermber Deputy Chairman Chairman
Bakr ibn “Abdullah Abu “Abdul-"Aziz ibn CAbdullah Al Al “abdul-"Aziz ibn " Abdullah ibn
Zawd Shavkh Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 13656

0: I am a woman wearing Nigab (face veil) and two people are proposing to me. The first
is bearded and is in the second stage of commercial secondary school while I have
obtained the commercial secondary school certificate. He is also three years older than
me and he has only one sister who will get married and live far away.

On the other hand, the other suitor is an agronomist. He owns his own apartment. He
also agrees to all of my requirements such as not shaking hands and intermixing with a
member of the opposite sex. He is a very practicing Muslim and is well-mannered but he
is beardless. My family left the decision up to me. What is the Islamic stance on this
situation? It should be taken into consideration that the second suitor is very well-off.

A You must choose the pious, religious, well-mannered, and the wise husband who fears Allah in all
his affairs.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Praophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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The first question of Fatwa no. 6400

0 1: is it permissible for a woman to propose to a good Muslim brother, when she sees
that he is Multazim (a practicing Muslim), as did Lady Khadijah bint Khuwaylid (may Allah
be pleased with her)? If Islam permits this, would it not undermine the woman's dignity
afterwards? What are the conditions that it is obligatory for a woman to observe if she
admires a Muslim brother's morals, Islam, and committed adherence to Allah’s Book and
the Sunnah (whatever is reported from the Prophet) of His Messenger Muhammad
{peace be upon him)?

A If the matter iz as mentioned, it is permissible for her 1o offer herself in marriage to this man or
hiz like, and there is nothing wrong with this, as this was done by Khadijah {may allah be pleased
with her) and the woman mentioned in Surah Al-dhzab who gave herself in marriage. This was also
done by ‘Umar {may allah be pleased with him) when he offered his daughter Hafzah in marriage to
Abu Bakr and then to "Uthman {may Allah be pleased with bath of them).
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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The first question of Fatwa no. 6969

0 1: is it permissible for me to allow my brother to marry my fiancée, as i am no longer
interested in marriage at the present time, and she has reached the age for marriage?

A: It is permissible for you to leave her for him or any other person. After that he may marry her it
she accepts him as a husband. But if you have consummated marriage, it is not permissible for him
to marry her unless you divorce her and her waiting period elapses if you had intercourse with her,
Mareover, she should accept him as a husband and all the other legal conditions of marriage have to
be fulfilled. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad,
his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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The first question of Fatwa no. 7044

0: Praise be to Allah, I am a committed, practicing Muslim woman.
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A man, whom I think is pious, has proposed to me, but I am studying in the Faculty of
Medicine. my father refuses to let me get married until after I have finished my studies,
which means that I have to wait for three more years. Should I agree to get engaged to
this man until I can finish my studies? Is it permissible for me to uncover my face in front
of him during the period of betrothal in the presence of one of my Mahrams
{unmarriageable relatives)?

A: This iz a personal matter governed by the circumstances of the man who has proposed, the
waman to whom he proposed and their families. It is not easy for someone to judge in this matter
unless they know the circumstances surrounding these parties. Regarding a woman who has been
proposed to uncovering her face in front of her suitor before confracting the marriage, this is
permissible for him to see if he is atracted to her; but it is not permissible for this to continue to
avoid its grave consequences. We advice you to take the initiative to get married and to use all
means to persuade your father 1o hasten it, as the Prophet (peace be upon him) instructed, saying:
'O young men! Those among you who have the ability for marriage, let them marry, as it is more

able to lower the gaze (i.e., from looking at forbidden things) and guard the private parts {i.e.,
chastity, from illegal sexual acts).”y May aAllah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon

our Prophet, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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First question of Fatwa no. 6471

0 1: is it permissible for a man to propose to the woman whom he would like to marry? if
the answer is in the affirmative, what are the conditions of making such a proposal?

A: It is permissible for him to do so provided that no Khulwah (being alone with a member of the
opposite sex) is involved and that he has a real desire to marry her. May Allah grant us success! May
peace and hlessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
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The fourth question of Fatwa no. 3116

0 4: if a man proposes to a woman, and her family agrees, then he travels for a year or
more, and another man proposes to her, is it permissible to accept the second man's
proposal?

A If they had only agreed upon engagement, her father might accept the second man's proposal it
he thinks it is better for his daughter and she agrees to it However, the second man cannot engage
her unless he knows that the first one no longer wants her, her family no longer wants him, or he
gives him permission to do so, as the Prophet {peace be upon him) prohibited a man to propose o a
waman after someone else had proposed to her, If the first man has written a marriage contract
with her, it is impermissible for her father to accept the second man's proposal. It is also
impermissible to marry the second one until
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the first one divorces her ar dies and her “Iddah {woman's prescribed waiting period after divorce or
widowhood) comes to an end. May allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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Fatwa no. 7588

0: A man proposed to the parents of a girl to marry their daughter, and they agreed.
Three years later, the concerned man and his fiancée agreed to conclude the contract of
their marriage. However, one week later another man appeared and proposed secretly
to the parents of the same girl to give the latter to him in marriage. The parents agreed
to the marriage proposal of the second man and married their daughter to him. We make
Du’a' {supplication) to Allah that your Eminence could tell us whether this is permissible
or not?

A If the reality is exactly as you have mentioned, the marriage contract that was concluded by the
girl's father for the second fiance of his daughter is walid. However, the marriage proposal of the
second man is impermissible if he knew about the first fiance and the family's approval of him.
Otherwize, the marriage proposal of the second man is permissible. May Allah grant us success! May
peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
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The eighth question of Fatwa no. 5619

0 8: someone asked to marry a girl, who was a virgin, and they got engaged. He was one
from a group of people who competed to marry her. He married this woman with her
consent and with her family's consent according to the Qur'an and the Sunnah of the
Prophet (peace be upon him). They are leading a peaceful and happy life. Moreover, they
were granted children. But he is still worried because he fears that he might have
proposed to her when someone else had already proposed to her. He fears having
committed a sin due to that. Should he offer an expiation if he is sure that he did that?

A: He iz not liable to offer expiation if he is sure that he proposed o her when someone elze had
already proposed to her. But he has to repent 1o Allah and seek His forgiveness. Sincere repentance
obliterates what had preceded it of sins, May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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Fatwa no. 11134

0: I betrothed one of my sons to my nephew's daughter. Her father agreed but delayed
the conclusion of the marriage for some time. I traveled to Riyadh for twenty days and
before returning home, another suitor proposed to her

{Part No. 18; Page No. 54)

and her father agreed even though I am his uncle. I am not sure about this engagement
and I am waiting for the date her father appointed to conclude her marriage to my son.
Your Excellence, it is known that among the conditions of engagement is that a person
should not engage a woman who is already engaged. We hope Your Excellence would tell
us whether it is permissible to engage a woman who is already engaged to someone else.
What are the consequences of doing this? May Allah safequard you and gquide you to all
good!

A It is not permissible for a Muslim 1o engage a waman who is already engaged o someone else, It
was authentically reparted on the authority of b "Umar {may allah be pleased with them both) who
narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: «"Mone of you should make an engagement

proposal aver the proposal of his brather. ™) {agreed upon by AlFBukhari and mMuslim

{Part No. 18; Page No. 55)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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Fatwa no. 8042

0: We live in France and there is no Mufty {Islamic scholar qualified to issue legal
opinions) here. Therefore, we ask your opinion regarding the following issue: One of two
brothers proposed marriage to a woman. He had been engaged to her for three years
and he maintains good relations with her father. The following year, when he decided to
hold the wedding ceremony, his brother wanted to have the same woman engaged to his
son. As a result a dispute broke out between the two brothers. Which one of the two
fiancés has a better claim to marry the woman? May Allah reward you best!

A: The first fiance has a better claim to marry the woman he has engaged. The second fiance is not
permitted to betrath her if he knows that she has already been engaged and that her family have
accepted the first fiance as a would-be husband for their daughter. It was related in the Sahih
{authentic) Book of Hadith of Al-Bukhari, Sunan (Hadith compilations clazsified by jurisprudential
themes) of
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Al-Masa'ly, and Musnad (Hadith compilation of) Imam Ahmad on the autharity of “Abdullah ibn "Umar
{may Allah be pleased with them both) that Allah's Messenger {peace be upon him) said: « "4 man is

not permitted to ask for a woman in marriage when another Muslim has already done so until the
farmer retracts his proposal or permits him."» May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings

be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
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Fatwa no. 10726

0: What is the ruling on someone who spoils and disrupts the relationship between a
husband and his wife, when this person is one of the wife's relatives?

A: It is Haram {prohibited) to damage the relationship between a wife and her husband and make
her turn against him, whether the person responsible for it is a relative or someone else. It was
reported by Al-Nasa'y, abu Dawud, and Ibn Hibban, on the authority of Abu Hurayrah {may Allah be
pleased with him) that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “anyone who turns a woman against

her hushand or a slave against his master is not one of us.™)
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The wording of the Hadith iz that of Abu-Dawud. May aAllah grant us success! May peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Campanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “abdul-Razzag Cafify “abdul- " Aziz ibn “Abdullah ibn Baz
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The second question of Fatwa no. 13610

0 2: When someone proposes to me and I get some information about him, should I
observe Istakharah Prayer before seeing him or observe it after seeing him? Is the sign
of Allah's quidance to a servant after observing Istakharah Prayer shown through a true
dream? Please answer me, may Allah reward you with the best!

A Iztikharah is permissible before and after seeing the suitar, If yvou feel happy about the matter for
which you ask allah's guidance whether you proceed or abandon it, this is a sign indicating that this
matter is good. If on the other hand you feel uneasy and your heart is turned away from that matier,
then it iz not good and should be abandoned. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings of
Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “abdul-Razzag Cafify “abdul- " Aziz ibn “Abdullah ibn Baz
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The second question of Fatwa no. 14548

0 2: i am a young woman who adheres to her religion. Several young men proposed to
marry me at the same time. I had to perform Dua'-ul-Istikharah (supplication for
guidance) for each one of them more than once, but I did not feel anything. I have
performed Du’a'-ul-Istikharah before for a young man who proposed to marry me and I
saw what made me refuse. When I felt that I have to do something before my family
gives a final word, I said: "0 my Lord! Guide me to what is good for me!" I got engaged to
the best one among those who had proposed to marry me. He is a good person with
good morals. One year later, I felt that this engagement is a temptation for me though
my relation with him is very good. Moreover, I did not find any fault with him that may
cause me harm in my religion or in my life. Therefore, I performed Du”a'-ul-Istikharah
three other times, but I did not feel anything that makes me accept or reject this offer.
What should I do in this regard? Should I accept his offer or not? May Allah reward you
well!

A: Whoever receives a marriage proposal should recammend her family 1o get infarmation about this
persan, or find a frustworthy relative who can gather information about his morals, trustworthiness
and his adherence to his religion. If they find that he is a good person, she can perform two Rak "ahs
(unit of prayer) and then say Du "a'-ul-Istikharah with regard o getting married to that person. If she
finds tranquility and happiness in her
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heart and soul, she has to seek help from Allah and accept his offer. But if she feels depression and
she feels unsure about him, she should reject this offer. May Allah grant us success! May peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Deputy Chairrman | Chairman
| Cabdullah bn Ghudayyan | CAbdul-Razzag Cafify | abdul-aziz bn Cabdullah b Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The sixth question of Fatwa no. 7932

0 6: more than one multazim {practicing muslim) suitor proposed to a muslim girl, but she
refused all of them after making Du’a'-ul-Istikharah {supplication for gquidance) even
though they are all well-mannered and devout. Is this act correct or does it contradict
the Hadith in which the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: "If =omeone with a

satisfactory standard of Iman {Faith) and good conduct comes to you seeking marriage, then give
him {your daughter or sister) in marriage.”

A: The cited Hadith is Da if {a Hadith that fails to reach the status of Hasan, due to a weakness in
the chain of narration or one of the narrators), It was reported on the authority of Al-Bukhari that he
did not regard it as Mahfuz (a3 Hadith narrated by a chain of trustworthy narrators that confradicts a
narration of another who is of a lesser degree of rustworthiness). Abu Dawud regarded it as a
Hadith Mursal {3 Hadith with no Companion of the Prophet in the chain of narration), and Ibn Al-
Jattan also described it as Mursal, Accordingly, there is no blame on her; however, we advise her to
accept the marriage proposal of a competent suitor and not to seek perfection.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chair man
“abdullah ibn “abdullah ibr “abdul-Razzag “abdul- " Aziz ibn CAbdullab ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The third question of Fatwa no. 8256

0 3: Is it permissible for a person to lie to his fiancée about the kind of job he is employed
in? The fiance is afraid that if he tells her the truth about his job, the family may turn
down his marriage proposal. The woman he intends to betroth to is a Multazim
{practicing Muslim). And Allah knows best.

A: A fiance iz forbidden to lie to his fiancée about the kind of job he is emploved in as this is
considered a form of fraud. If he had lied to her about his job, he should make Tawhbah {repentance
to Allah)y and should ask Allah (Exalted be He) o forgive him the sin of lying and try at the same time
to ask the fiancee to forgive him as well, May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chair man
“abdullah ibn “abdullah ibr “abdul-Razzag “abdul- " Aziz ibn CAbdullab ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Second question of Fatwa no. 9174

0 2: is it permissible for a father to discuss the matter of
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choosing a wife or a husband directly with his son or daughter?

A: Yes, it is permissible for a father to discuss the matter of choosing a wife for his son or the matter
of choosing a husband for his daughter and to consult each one regarding this issue for there is great
benefit in doing so. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet
rMuhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chair man
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Fatwa no. 10853

0: I want to marry a woman who has good qualities. She studies at a secondary school
and has good knowledge of Islam and its rulings. However, my father opposes our
marriage because her father is a police officer and he doubts that he may earn unlawful
money. In fact, my father is not sure of this and he wants me to marry another woman
whom I do not want. Should I marry the woman I want and whose family agree or should
I marry the other woman although I do not want her and I might even divorce her, if we
got married? It is well-known that one of the conditions of marriage is the consent of the
couple.
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Is my father's approval a condition for marriage? It is worth mentioning that the
approval of the Waliy (a legally accountable person acting for a woman seeking
marriage) is one of the conditions of marriage and the Waliy of this woman agrees. We
appreciate your guidance, my Allah reward you!

A: If the matter is as vou have described, it is permissible for you to marry whoever yvou want as
long as she is religious and chaste, May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upan our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Deputy Chairman Chair man
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Fatwa no. 20893

0: i have a sister who has been affected by the evil eye and someone has proposed to
her. is it obligatory on me to tell him that she has been affected by the evil eye? If I do
not tell him, is this regarded as deceiving him? Please answer me in writing as there are
many similar cases in our village. As-salamu ‘alaykum {May Allah’s Peace be upon you!)

A It is obligatory on the Waliy (a legally accountable person acting for a woman seeking marriage)
to explain to a suitor any defects or illhesses that the woman is suffering from, if the man is not
aware of this, so he can be well-infor med,
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Hiding this information from him is deceiving him. The Prophet {peace be upan him) said, MAnyone
who deceives us is not one of us.”) May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings of Allah be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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The first question of Fatwa no. 10737

A: a close friend of mine came to ask me about a man who wants to marry one of his
relatives, should I tell him the truth knowing that it would not be in the interest of the
suitor? What should I do knowing that if I lie to my friend, the consequences will not be
good and may lead to the loss of our friendship?

A: It is obligatory that, if anvone asks about someane for a Shar'y (Islamically lawful) interest, the
person being asked should explain what they know about the person in question, based on actual
reality. It is not permissible for them to lie to the questioner. May Allah grant us success! May peace
and bleszings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!
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Eighth question of Fatwa no. 18452

0 8: how can I be sure that the person proposing to me is committed to applying Allah's
Shari ah (law) in his personal behavior and conduct with others bearing in mind that
nowadays there are many people pretending to be so?

A It is Wajib {obligatory) on the Waliy (a legally accountable person acting for a woman seeking
marriage; to make inguiries about whomever makes such a proposal. If the \Waliy is satisfied with the
Din {religion) and characteristics of the concerned person, he is to accept his marriage proposal;
otherwise, he should not accept it. There are many easy ways of knowing the qualities of the person
proposing such as asking his relatives and colleagues about him and examining his personality. Haste
should be avoided regarding such a matter. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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The fifth question of Fatwa no. 8445

0 5: If I break off my year-long engagement, will this be unfair to my fianceé and will Allah
punish me? The reason I want to cancel my engagement is that my fiance is not
convinced about some religious matters.

A There is no nothing wrong with you annulling an engagement if the fianceé is not pleasing in terms
of his character, his Din {religious commitment), ar other areas similar to these,
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family, and Companions!
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The first question of Fatwa no. 6012

0 1: A long time ago, I wanted to marry a woman. My difficult financial conditions
prevented me from marrying her. Many years passed without my desire being fulfilled. i
made a vow to marry her even if she grows old. Now that my financial conditions have
improved, I find my heart is not attached to her like before. I fear that if I marry her, I
will not develop any loving desire towards her. What is Your Eminence's opinion
regarding the vow I made a long time ago?

A: Marriage is one of the commendable acts of the messengers. The Prophet {peace be upon him)
encouraged Muslims to marry if they possess both the financial and physical means of marriage. It
was authentically reported that he (peace be upon him} said: "0 young people! Whoever among you

iz able ta marry should marry, for marriage would help him lower his gaze and keep his virtue.
Whoever is not able to marry is recommended to obsarve Sawm (Fast), for Sawm would diminish his
sexual desire.”
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{agreed upon by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) There is no problem if you refuse to marry the woman
whom you had previously thought of marrying as long as you no longer have the desire to marry her,
vou both will be suited to your compatible partners. May allab grant us success! May peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 13875

0: I came to Saudi Arabia traveling from Egypt along with my sister who works as a
teacher in Saudi Arabia. Her contract will be terminated by the end of this year because
of her circumstances. She did not marry and she does not desire to go back to work
again. I did not have a chance to work here as we live in the customs area between
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. This area is known as Al-Raq'y, a district in Hafr Al-Batin. This
area is devoid of any work opportunity because of the circumstances there after the
events of Iraq. Therefore, I will return to Egypt aimless. Two years ago, I graduated from
the Faculty Shari ah and Law, Al-Azhar University, Asuit, Egypt in May 1988, with
general grade "good." I proposed to engage a young woman from the same city which is
Al-Minya governorate. I could not find work; as fresh graduates cannot take
governmental jobs except after five years.
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I thought that I might find work opportunities when I came with my sister. After coming,
I did not have any work opportunity. The period of engagement became too long.
Therefore, I decided to terminate my engagement and not to think of marriage anymore
in the future because of my difficult circumstances. My family is a poor family. My sister
helped my elder brother to get married. She can not do the same thing with me. What I
want to ask is: will I be a sinner if i break my engagement because my fiance has waited
for me for two years, though this is out of my control? Will I bear any sin for breaking
this engagement after this long period? I hope you will answer my question soon
because I will send them my reply concerning pointing out my stance of this engagement.
I can not deceive them until I return to Egypt. This is because my work opportunity here
is very rare. May Allah reward you well!

A: There will be no blame an you if you terminate your engagement because of these circumstances,
May Allah make easy for you all your affairs! May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 14095
0: I am a nineteen-year-old girl. About two years ago,
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a twenty-nine-year-old man proposed to me. I was at the beginning of observing the
Shar "y (Islamically lawful) clothing and wearing the Khimar {veil covering to the waist). I
agreed to the engagement, but I then found out while talking with him that he is not a
Multazim (practicing Muslim). I supplicated to Allah (Exalted be He) to guide him, but he
has remained unobservant of the obligations ordained by Allah {Exalted be He). I think
that it would be Haram (prohibited) to marry him. I have informed all my family members
that I want to break the engagement, but they are objecting to this because of what
the people would say, especially that the engagement has lasted for two years. My
question is: If I am forced to marry him just to please my parents, would it be a lawful
marriage? What should my family and I do in such a situation?

A: If the suitor's Din {religion) and manners are satisfactory, that is, he halds fast to the Din and
duties of Islam, you should not break the engagement. If not, it is not permissible to continue, and
you should break the engagement. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 18383
0: I have a problem that makes me feel anxious. I fear
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Allah's wrath. I am an Algerian young lady living in the west of Algeria. Five years ago, a
young man working as a soldier in the national army proposed to marry me. I accepted
his proposal, but for some reason we separated without breaking the engagement. He
promised to break the engagement when he would come back on vacation. However, he
did not break the engagement for two years. His relatives do not want to be involved in
this issue. I decided to end this relationship unilaterally. I ask your Eminence to guide me
in solving this problem to be able to choose any other suitor. I want to be sincere to
Allah (Glorified and Exalted be He) in doing this. Please answer me in the way that
pleases Allah and His Messenger.

A: The mere engagement of a man and woman iz not 3 marriage confract. Either the man or the
waman may cancel the engagement if they think it is better to do so, whether the other party agrees
or not. However, if the marriage contract is concluded, you may refer 1o the court in vour district
which does what is lawfully required. May Allah facilitate your affairs and the affairs of all Muslims!
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 13938

0: someone made a marriage proposal to marry my daughter. My daughter and I were
satisfied with his character and Din {religion). Nevertheless, my wife did not accept such
proposal for no obvious reason. I have tried a lot with my wife that she might change her
mind but in vain. I am afraid that if we refuse the concerned proposal, we will not get a
similar good fiance for our daughter in future. Do we thus have to neglect my wife's
opinion lest she should not be satisfied with any other proposal, or do we have to follow
her opinion until she agrees to a marriage proposal?

Al You may marry your daughter 1o the person that you and yvour daughter are satisfied with, The
opposition of your wife is 1o be disregarded. However, you and your daughter have to freat your wife
with that which is the best as much as you can. The foregoing is supported by a Hadith in which the
Prophet {peace be upon him) said, (If someone with a satisfactory standard of faith and good

conduct comes to you seeking marriage, then give him {your daughter, sister, efc) in marriage. If you
refuse, that will lead to the spread of great corruption in the land. »
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!
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The second question of Fatwa no. 13680

0 2: A man who recently became Multazim (practicing Muslim) proposed to me. Now he
offers Salah (Prayer) and attends religious lectures reqularly, to the extent that he
travels to attend them in nearby villages. He comes from a descent family. When we
inquired about him, we knew that he offers Salah reqularly in the Masjid {(mosque). Does
this conform with the Hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him} in which he said: «"#hen

you see a man frequenting the Masjid, testify that he is a Mu'min (believer)."» * The Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him) also said: ("If someone with a satisfactory standard of Iman (Faith)

and good conduct cames o yvou seeking marriage, give him (your daughter or sister) in marriage. If
yvou refuse, that will lead to the spread of Finah (temptation) and great corruption in the earth."»

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) has, indeed, spoken the truth.

Please be advised that I have offered Salat-ul-Istikharah {Prayer for quidance), but I felt
nothing, given that my father agrees to him as a suitor but my mother does not like his
mother and his sister. Is it a mother's right to turn down a suitor for that reason,
although his family is kind? What should I do? Should I turn him down because of my
mother's refusal, or agree to marry him because he is a Multazim? May Allah benefit us
and you!
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A Your parents should inquire about any suitor and ask trustwarthy people about him. If it becomes
evident to you that he is religious and well-mannered, marry him and fry to convince your mother.
May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Hortal ot the :

Fatwa no. 15799

0: I would like explain my situation to Your Eminence, supplicating to Allah that He will
guide us all to what pleases Him. My daughter's paternal cousin has proposed to her, he
meets all the conditions for marriage, as he is known among his family and community for
being pious and having Tagwah (fear of Allah as He should be feared). He is a university
graduate and has the ability to provide a satisfactory standard of living for his wife. My
daughter has agreed to marry him, because she is pleased with his religious commitment,
noble character, and social standing, as did I and the groom's family. None of my children
had any objections to this marriage, but her mother did, and she justified her opposition
on the grounds of the following weak excuses:
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1. His desire to marry my daughter has spread without our knowledge. 2. The suitor's
father {my brother)'s reputation was not sound in the past.

I have tried to convince her through many ways during the past year, and I postponed
the marriage for one year hoping that she might change her mind, but she went too far.
So I have decided to conclude the marriage, fearing that my daughter will miss the age
of marriage, as she graduated from university two years ago. However, when I decided
to do this, her brothers and sisters changed their minds and stood by their mother in
opposing the marriage, claiming that obedience to the mother has priority over
obedience to the father. They based this on the Hadith of the Messenger (peace be upon
him) regarding the person who asked him {peace be upon him}, "Who is the most
deserving of good companionship?” I have tried harder with them, but they insist that
this marriage should not be concluded, and when I set the date for the marriage
contract to be made, they said that they would not attend, without the intercession of
mediators. I have other daughters and sons who have reached the age of marriage, and,
in order to avoid the occurrence of such a situation again, I hope that Your Eminence will
answer the following questions in writing: 1. In the situation when the daughter agrees
to marry a suitor who meets all the conditions for marriage, as does the father, is it a
necessity to obtain the agreement of the mother and children also? Should they obey
the father and his agreement to conclude the marriage?
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2. How valid is the children’s position in supporting their mother, using the Hadith that
was mentioned as evidence?

A: if someone proposes to a young woman, and she and her \Waliy {a legally accountable person
acting for a waman seeking marriage) are pleased with him, none of her other relatives have the
right to abject to her marrying him, as they are not her Waliy. The Prophet (Peace be upon him)
said, ("If there comes to you one whose character and Din ({religious commitment) please you, give

him {your daughter or female relative) in marriage.” (Related by Ibn Majah and Al-Tirmidhy) This
Hadith is only addressed to the \Waliy, not anyone else. May allah grant us success! May peace and




bleszings be upan our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Campanions!
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Seeing one's fiancée

Fatwa no. 12767
0: is it permissible for a woman to go out with her fiance prior to contracting marriage?

A: It is impermissible for 2 woman to go out with her fiance prior to confracting the marriage withaut
a Mahram {unmarriageable relative) being with them. Actually, it may lead to committing sins and
evil consequences.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!
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The first question of Fatwa no. 10928

0 1: which parts of the body of a fiancée that her fiance may look at? I heard many
religious scholars limit it to the face and hands. However, I read in Al-Nur Magazine,
issued in Egypt by a political party, that a fiancé may look at his fiancée's legs up to
knees. I hope that you will send us the sound opinion on the issue. Is it permissible for a
fiance to watch the would-be fiancee while she is walking on her way? Is a Companion
authentically reported to have done so?

A: Scholars are unanimous that it is permissible for one who wants to propose to marry a certain
waman to ook at her face seeking no desire or enjoyment but not staying in seclusion with her, It is
judged to be permissible as both of them need this as it is likely that they will live with each other life
long. In fact, it is enough to look at the face as all the beautiful aspects can be seen through it.
However, some scholars view it iz permissible to look at the hands as well as other parts of the body
often shown that may motivate a person to go ahead with the marriage. It is also permissible for 4
fiance to watch his fiancée while going her way
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to see things that might motivate him o consummate marriage. It is related by Abu Dawud on the
authority of Jabir ibn “Abdullah that the Prophet {peace be upon him) said, «"If one of you proposes

marriage to a woman, if he can look at her to see that which will encourage him o go ahead and
marry her, then let him doso0." Jabir =aid, "I proposed marriage to a young woman, and [ used fo
hide where I could see her, until I saw that which encouraged me o go ahead and marry her, so I
did so0."» Mareaover, it is reported on the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him)

that he said, A man propozed o marry a woman of the Ansar, Thereupon Allah's Messenger (peace

be upon him) said, "Did you cast a glance at her?" He said, "Mo." He said, "Go and cast a glance at
her, for there iz samething in the eyes of the Ansar." ) (Related by Ahmad and Abu Dawud.) May

Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and

Campanions!
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The second question of Fatwa no. 8233

0: I am a religious young man who is punctual in performing Salah (Prayer), fasting
Ramadan in addition to Monday and Thursday, paying Zakah (obligatory charity) and who
performs all Islamic duties. However, I proposed to marry a girl whom I love and want to
be my wife. Her family asked me to put off discussing the marriage issue for one year
until she finishes her studies. Actually, I go to them any time I want. Is this permissible?
Please, bear in mind that I have never given her an evil look and Allah knows my true
feelings towards her.

A: If the reality is as you have mentioned, you will be pardoned to have looked at her with the
purpose of proposing to marry her. However, you may not look at her after having known her
descriptions and appearance. Maoreover, you may not stay alone with her for fear of evil
consequences. Furthermaore, bear in mind that she will remain a non-Mahram {not lawful to look at,
tauch, etc.) o you until marriage is contracted. We ask allah to guide yvou to that which is proper for
you regarding religion and life. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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The fourth question of Fatwa no. 18068

0O 4: is it permissible for a fiance to sit alone with his fiancée in her family's house in a
room with the door open or in an open living room? Is it permissible for him to sit with her
in private or go out with her in the presence of her mother or her younger sister who is
10 years old? Is it permissible for the fiancé to hold the hand of his fiancée and shake
hands with her and with her mother? We appreciate your advice! May Allah reward you
with the best!

A It is not permissible for a fiance to sit in private with his fiancée as long as he has not concluded
the marriage contract. It is also not permissible for him o shake hands with her or go out with her
because she iz not Mahram (spouse or unmarriageable relative) to him. He may ook at her when he
first proposes to her without sitting with her in private. He may sit with her in the presence of her
mother, father or other relatives whose presence will end privacy. It is authentically reported on the
autharity of Jabir {may Allah be pleased with him) that allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said,
When one of you asks a woman in marriage, if he is able o look at what will induce him to marry

her, he should do =o. » Related by dhmad, and Abu Dawud. Al-Hafizh Ibn Hajar said, 'Tts narrators are

reliable.' Muslim reported on the authority of Abu Hurayrah {may allah be pleased with him) that the
Prophet {peace be upon him) said to a man who had proposed to a woman, "Have you looked at

her?" He said, "Mo." The Prophet {peace be upon him) said, "G50 and ook at her.") This is because he
wanted to marry her,
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!
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The first question of Fatwa no. 6959

0 1: is it permissible for me to sit in private with the girl who i asked for her hand from
her guardians but they have not responded to me nor specified the dowry yet?

A: It is not permissible for you to sit in private with the mentioned waman according o the many
Shari ah evidence indicating that it is unlawful for a man o sit in private with a woman who is not
his wife nor one of his unmarriageable relatives.May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings
be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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The third question of Fatwa no. 16342

0 3: is it permissible for a fiancé to sit in private with his fiancée or shake hands with

her?

A: It is not permissible for a man to sit in private with a woman that is not fram his Mahrams
{spouses or unmarriageable relatives) even if this woman is his fiancee as long as he has not

concluded the marriage contract yet,
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The Prophet {peace be upon him) forbade men to sit in private or shake hands with women who are
not from their Mahrams; because this opens the avenues of temptation. Moreover, the Prophet
{peace be upon him) did not shake hands with non-Mahram women, May Allah grant us success! May
peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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Fawta no. 3920

0: if a person intends to marry a girl; is it permissible for him to ask her if she loves him
or not? is it permissible for him to look at her and go out with her? Is it permissible for
him to go with her to the cinema or the like?

First: It is authentically reported from the Prophet {(peace be upon him) that he said, (A virgin should

not be married till she is asked for her consent (which can be tacitly given); and the matron shauld
not be married fill she is asked whether she agrees to marry or not. » The person who is entitled to

ask her
{Part No. 18; Page No. 81)

is her guardian or whoever may take his place. The person who wants o propose to a woman
should not ask her if she loves him or not for this may pave the way far temptation. However, it is
permissible for him to look at her without sitting with her in private, if he intends to marry her.
Second: It is not permissible for the suitor to sit in private with the lady he intends to marry or see
any part of her “Awrah {private parts of the body that must be covered in public), nor go out with her
as long as he has not concluded the marriage confract yet, for she is not one of his Mahrams (spouse
or unmarriageable relatives). In addition, mixing may pave the way for temptations, Also it is not
permissible for him to go with her to the cinema or the like. May Allah grant us success! May peace
and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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The ninth question of Fatwa no. 6044

0 9: is it permissible for a man to marry a woman he has not seen; that he asks for her
hand from another country then she travels to him?

A It is an act of Sunnah that 3 man should ook at the lady he is proposing to in marriage. However,
if the man marries a woman
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without seeing her, their marriage is valid, May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Campanions!
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The third question of Fatwa no. 17961

0 3: is it unlawful for the fiance to kiss his fiancee at the time of declaring the
engagement?

A It is permissible for the fiance o talk to his fiancée and see her without sitting with her in private.
It is not permissible for him to touch or kiss her before concluding the marriage contract, Before
marriage is concluded, there is no formal relationship between the two, May Allah grant us success!
May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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Marriage contract

The fifth question of Fatwa no. 4123
0 5: I heard so many formulas used for the contracting of marriage, such as 'Ankahtuka’,
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'Mallaktuka' and "Zawajtuka’, i.e., "I have given you in marriage," which of them is valid?

A: Any formula that indicates the contracting of marriage is sufficient to make it a valid marriage
including the formulas mentioned above as well as any other word to the same effect according o
the most preponderant opinion of the scholars, However, ‘Ankahtuka’, Mallakiuka' and Zawajtuka’
are the most direct formulas. Mavy Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 18200

0: what is the Sunnah with regard to concluding the marriage contract? Are there any
Hadith about the marriage sermon? Where is the best place to have the marriage
sermon? Who should say the marriage sermon? What is the ruling on the practices of
people in South Africa; they let a person recite verses from the Qur‘an before the
marriage sermon? What is the ruling on saying a congregational invocation after the
marriage sermon where the orator invokes Allah in loud voice then the attendees raise
their hands and say, 'Amen!"?

A: The marriage confract is concluded when the lady's guardian or his deputy expresses approval by
saying, for example, ‘Ankahtuka’, 'Zawajtuka’ or similar words which mean T give her in marriage to
youl',
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and the husband or his deputy expresses acceptance by saving, T accept or [ am content with this
marriage’ ar similar words. All this has to take place in the presence of at least two reliable
witnesses, There are no specific formulas or invocations 1o be said before the marriage contract.
However, it is recommended to recite the Khutbat-ul-Hajah {prelude 1o a sermon or speech) reported
from the Prophet {peace be upon him): ('Praize be o Allah, we praise Him, ask His Help and seek His

Forgiveness; We seek refuge with Allah fram the evils of ourselves and from our bad deeds. He
whom aAllah guides aright there is none ta lead him astray, and he whom allah leaves astray there is
none to guide him, and I bear wimess that there is none worthy of being worshipped {in ruth) but
Allah, He iz One, having no partner with Him, and that Muhammad is His Servant and Messenger.' s in

addition to the following three Ayahs (Qur'anic Yerses): (O you who believe! Fear allah (by doing all

that He has ordered and by abstaining from all that He has forbidden) as He should be feared. [Obey
Him, be thankful ta Him, and remember Him always], and die not except in a state of Islam [as
Muslims {with complete submission to Allaky].
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(0 mankind! Be dutiful to your Lard, Who created yvou from a single person {adam’, and from him
(Adam) He created his wife [Hawwa' (Eve)]» and (O yvou who believe! Keep your duty to AllSh and
fear Him, and speak (always) the fruth. » May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 17979

0: I am a Muslim man from Maghrib who married an Egyptian woman. According to the
Egyptian requlations related to marrying a foreigner, the marriage contract is concluded
by an Egyptian lawyer whom the husband chooses. My marriage contract was concluded
in the following way:

A marriage document was filled out by the lawyer in accordance with the Sunnah
{whatever is reported from the Prophet) and based on Abu Hanifah's Madh-hab {5chool
of Jurisprudence). This happened in the presence of the couple, the bride's parents, and
two witnesses. Having concluded the writing of the contract, the lawyer read it
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to the attendants who agreed to the conditions referred to therein. The contract was
then signed by the couple, the bride's parents, the two witnesses, and the lawyer and
w as later documented at the Eqyptian court. The lawyer who concluded the marriage did
not ask the bride's father to express Ijab (a pillar of the marriage contract: a willing
offer of marriage expressed by the bride's quardian) by saying, "I give you my daughter
in marriage"” nor did he ask me to express Qubul {a pillar of the marriage contract: a
willing acceptance expressed by the groom) by saying, "I accept to have her as my
wife". It is a year now since we have been married; and we are leading a perfect family
life.

Is this marriage valid or is it Batil {null and void)? Do I have to conclude a new marriage
contract? If the marriage is Batil, what is the kind of Kaffarah (expiation) required of the
couple? Please enlighten us. May Allah reward you best!

A It is obligatory that a new marriage contract be concluded, as merely signing the contract is not
sufficient to effectuate it. The Waliy {a legally accountable person acting for a woman seeking
marriage) has to express Ijab and the husband has to express Qubul using any wording. The
marriage that has been concluded is considered Batil and all the parties have to make Tawbah
{repentance to Allah),
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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The third question of Fatwa no. 7910

0 3: An engaged Muslim couple are required by the law to go to the registry office for
marriages before the marriage with witnesses to perform the offer and acceptance (the
marriage agreement). Is this marriage considered Shar'y (Islamically lawful)? If not, do a
Muslim couple have to legally register their marriage before concluding the marriage
contract? It should be borne in mind that the registration is beneficial for both the
husband and wife if there is a dispute.

A If the offer and acceptance are expressed, all the other marriage conditions are fulfilled, and
there iz no impediment, the marriage will be valid. If the legal registration of the marriage is in the
interest of preserving each party’s present and future rights under the Shari‘ah, it is obligatory 1o
register it. May aAllah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad,
his family, and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 21076

0: what is the ruling on a bridegroom who delivers Khutbat-ul-Hajah (prelude to a
sermon or speech) and asks for the lady's hand in marriage from her guardian in the
presence of witnesses but without the attendance of a marriage registrant? Is this
contract valid?

A: If the reality is as you have mentioned with reqard to an offer from the part of the father and
acceptance from the part of the bridegroom in the presence of witnesses, the marriage contract will
be valid. Delivering Khutbat-ul-Hajah by the bridegroom does not affect the validity of the marriage
contract. But they have to announce this marriage and not conceal it because the Prophet {peace be
upon him) ordered that and asked people 1o announce it through beating a tambourine, May Allah
grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and
Cormpanions!
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Concluding a marriage contract for a deaf person

The third question of Fatwa no. 15922

0 3: a deaf-mute man would like to marry, how can the Ma'dhun {marriage registrant})
conclude the contract of his marriage? It may be worth mentioning that the concerned
man is illiterate.
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A: The contract of marriage of a deaf-mute person is 1o be done by meaningful signs that are usually
used for communicating with them in matters of their food, drink, etc. This is because in such a case
meaningful signs constitute a substitute for speech. May Allah grant us success! May peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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A Ma'dhun concluding his own contract of marriage

The first question of Fatwa no. 1764

0 1: is it permissible for a Ma'dhun {marriage registrant) to conclude his own marriage
contract? Is a Ma'dhun permitted to ask for fees for concluding a marriage contract?
What if the Ma'dhun is given fees without asking for them?

Firstly: It iz permissible for Ma'dhun to conclude his own marriage contract if the essential elements
and conditions of the validity of marriage exist and the impediments are abzent. Secondly: It is
permissible for Ma'dhun fo take fees from the bridegroom, whether the Ma'dhun himself requests so
or not, provided that the latter does not receive a salary from the government for his work, If the
Ma'dhun is paid by the government, it will be impermissible for him to take fees from the
bridegroom.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!
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The third question of Fatwa no. 11045
0 3: is it permissible for a man to conclude his own marriage contract for himself?

Al Yes, itis permissible for a man to conclude his own marriage contract, If, for example, the \Waliy
{a legally accountable person acting for & woman seeking marriage) says o the bridegroom in the
presence of two qualified witnesses, "I offer you my daughter =0 and so in marriage" and the
bridegroom replies, "1 accept”, the marriage confract will be valid, May Allah grant us success! May
peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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Contracting marriage via telephones

The second question of Fatwa no. 1216

0 2: If the Rukns {essential elements) and conditions of validity of marriage are existent,
but the Waliy (a legally accountable person acting for a woman seeking marriage) and
the husband are in different countries, is it permissible to conclude the marriage
contract via the telephone?
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A: Today deception is widespread, as is fraud, and skillfulness in imitating the vaices of others o the
extent that one person may imitate the different voices and parlances of a group of young and old
males and females so that the listener believes that such voices belong o various speakers though it
is only one person who copies others, On the other hand, Shari*ah (Islamic law) cares for preserving
people’s honor and lineage and takes precautionary procedures to safeguard the foregoing more
than it does with regard to contracts of other transactions. Therefore, with regard to confracts of
marriage: the Committee is of the opinion that proposal, acceptance, and authorization can not
depend on telephone conversations. This is to achieve the objectives of Shari'ah, to exercise moare
caution to ensure safeguarding of the honor and lineage of people, and to block the means to
cheating and deception being practiced by wicked people. May allab grant us success! May peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Campanions!
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The fifth question of Fatwa no. 10666

0 5: is there a limit for the period between the conclusion of marriage contract and
consummating the marriage? Should this period be long or short? What used to happen
during the
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lifetime of the Prophet (peace be upon him} in this period?

A: There is na limit for the period that is between the engagement and consummation of marriage.
May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 13175

0: Some scholars believe that it is improper for muslims to conclude their marriage
contract on Sundays, for Christians do this. They also forbid having a Walimah {wedding
dinner) on this day and say that this is an imitation of the Kafirs (disbelievers). The
scholars who hold this view are graduated from the Islamic University in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. Here marriage contracts are concluded on Sundays as the witnesses who
are governmental employees cannot testify except on this day. This opinion caused
dissension among Muslims. Those scholars support their opinion by saying that the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) used to conclude the marriage contracts on
Fridays. Your Eminence, did the Prophet {peace be upon him) made this a condition for
concluding the marriage contract or can anyone choose the day of concluding his
marriage contract?

A: There is noharm in concluding a marriage confract on any day of the week. It is not confined to
Friday only as there is no evidence from the Qur'an
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or the Sunnah regarding this matter. Concluding a marriage confract on Saturdays o Sundays is not
an imitation of the Kafirs. This iz not regarded as taking those two days as festival days. May aAllah
grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and
Carmpanions!
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Fatwa no. 20967

0: i proposed to a practicing Muslim woman for marriage. When I entered our home after
concluding the marriage contract, I found my family discussing the matter of my
marriage. They asked me where I had been and were asking me to marry my wife's sister
instead. They claim that my wife is not pretty and is not suitable for me. I started
thinking day and night about many things that worried me a lot. I suffered from a
psychological condition, I even thought of many things which I am not pleased with but I
can not divorce my wife. I sometimes think that I have committed a sin that displeases
Allah. Whenever I used to remember those insinuations, I started to worry.
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I even reached the condition that whenever I am talking to someone else I feel as if
someone else is talking to him and not me. At last, I went to see a psychiatrist who told
me that I have no hand in what I have been suffering from. All praise is due to Allah, I am
now cured. ¥Your Eminence, is my marriage valid despite all what I have gone through?
Please, advise me for you will be responsible for the Fatwa you give me before Allah on
the Day of Resurrection. Please make Du’a' {(supplication) wishing for me all good you
love for yourself.

A: The contract is valid if you were adult and of a sound mind upon concluding the marriage
confract. The psychological disturbances which you were suffering from have no effect on the validity
of the contract and you do not have to renew it. Praise be to Allah Who has cured you from this
illness. We advise you to fear Allah, observe morning, evening and sleep Adhkar {invocations and
Remembrances said at certain times on a reqular basis), recite the Qur'an, perform the
congregational Prayers in the Masjid {Mosque), and accampany pious people. May Allah grant us
success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 20951

0: A relative of mine married one of his daughters to a person. The contract of marriage
was concluded by a Ma'dhun (marriage reqgistrant) authorized by the Legal Court.
Marriage was thus consummated and the couple lived together for a period of time.
Nevertheless, a dispute occurred between my relative and the Ma'dhun because of some
other reasons which did not have any relation to the concerned marriage. My relative
thus swore to conclude the contract of marriage again via another Ma'dhun but his son
in law refused to do so. We tried with my relative several times to abandon his request
but he refused. He further boycotted his daughter and her husband so that they might
respond to his request and conclude the contract of marriage again. Is it permissible to
respond to such a request? Please provide us with your beneficial answer regarding this
matter so that your Fatwa may help me convince my relative. I hope that Allah will
reconcile him with his daughter and her husband when he is informed of your Fatwa.

A: such a request of the concerned wife's father is impermissible and unjustified. The concerned
couple does not have to respond to it. This is because the first contract is valid as all the conditions
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of its validity and Rukns {essential elements) are met and all impediments are absent. The desire to
avenge oneself, quarrels, and disputes must not be reasons for neglecting the rulings of Allah
(Exalted be He). On the other hand, the concerned wife's father has 1o make an oath Kaffarah
(expiation) for the incapability of doing what he swore to do. He is to be advised not to swear much.
Allah {Exalted be He) says, (And protect vour oaths (i.e. do not swear much). » and <And make not

Allab's (Mame) an excuse in your oaths against your doing good and acting piously » May Allah grant
us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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Writing a marriage contract in the church

The twenty ninth question of Fatwa no. 11967

0 29: Is it permissible to write a marriage contract in a church? Is it permissible to write
the marriage contract twice, once in the Islamic way and the other in the Christian way
to satisfy both parties?
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A It is impermissible o write a marriage contract in a church, The Islamic contract is enough; and
the ather contract is nullified. May allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!
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The second question of Fatwa no. 2757

0 2: Is it permissible to participate with Mushriks {those who associate others with Allah
in His Divinity or worship) in their daughters' marriage contracts?

A: It is impermissible for Muslims 1o take part with Mushriks in writing their daughters' marriage
contracts, as this entails lovalty to them and satisfaction with their Kufr (disbeliefy and rejection of
Izlam, the religion other than which Allah {(Exalted be He) does not accept, You can refer 1o the boak
written by Shaykh-ul-Islam ahmad ibn Taymiyyah (may allah be merciful with hirm) entitled "Igtida’
Al-Sirat Al-Mustagim”. This issue and others like it have been explained in detail. May Allah grant us
success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!
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concluding a marriage contract to acquire citizenship

Fatwa no. 15722

0: All praise be to Allah, we are young Muslim men from Egypt, but we live in the
Netherlands. We want to ask about the Islamic ruling on the young Muslim men who
resort to marrying European or foreign women who have permanent residence to obtain
permanent residency in the Netherlands, even though this marriage is sham; it is only on
paper. The man does not live with the woman nor does he have intimate relations with
her as a wife. He just goes with her and two witnesses to the government office to
conclude the marriage contract. Then, after that, each of them goes on their own way
with the woman receiving a large sum of money. Is it permissible for a Muslim man to
resort to this fraud to obtain residency, due to the bad economic circumstances that we
are living under in Egypt? What is the ruling of the Shari*ah (Islamic law) on the money
that the woman receives for this? Please answer me and may Allah guide you to
enlighten many young Muslims who face this problem.

A: The marriage contract is one of the contracts whose greatess is emphasized by Allah, the
Almighty, calling it a solemn covenant. It is not permissible to conclude a marriage contract lacking in
authenticity to obtain residency.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon aur Prophet, his family, and
Cormpanions,
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Fatwa no. 14086

0: A young man studied until he became one of the greatest scholars. He then heard
that his parents' marriage contract was concluded with Salat-ul-Fatih {(Remembrance
from the Tijaniyyah order) that states, "0 Allah! Send Your blessings on Muhammad Al-
Fatih {the Opener) of what is closed, the Seal of what preceded him, and the one who
supported Al-Haqq (the Truth) with Al-Haqq." When he heard this, he gathered the
scholars to rectify the situation at once. Is this man considered his father's son;
whether this marriage was concluded out of ignorance or according to the Tijaniyyah (a
Sufi order that stresses culture, education, and ritual practices by disciples) order that
reached us through Ahmad Al-Tijany? Please advise us concerning this serious problem,
while mentioning the evidence and printing them on paper, so that this issue is clearly
solved. I would like to receive the answer by the beginning of the next month. Allah is
the One Who quides us and leads us to the right way. May we enter Jannah (Paradise)
with Allah's Mercy and Generosity; He is the One Who answers all prayers. As-salamu
“alaykum warahmatullah wabarakatuh {May Allah's Peace, Mercy, and Blessings be upon

you!).
{Part No. 18; Page No. 100)

A Reciting salat-ul-Fatih on concluding a marriage confract does not nullify the contract, because it
iz recommended to deliver a speech before concluding it, even thaugh it is not one of the conditions
of marriage. This speech iz Khuthat-ul-Hajah {prelude to a sermon or speech) that was authentically
reported from Ibn Mas 'ud {may Allah be pleased with him) in his saying: (The Messenger of Allah

(peace be upon him) taught us Khutbat-ul-Hajah that goes as follows: "Praise be o Allah, we thank
Him, seek His help, ask for His forgiveness, and seek refuge with Him from the evils of ourselves.
Those whom Allah guides there iz none to lead them astray; and those whom Allah leads astray
there is none to guide them. I testify that there is none warthy of being worshipped but Allah, and
that Muhammad is His Servant and His Messenger. (O vou who believe! Fear Allah (by doing all that

He has ordered and by abstaining from all that He has forbidden as He should be feared. [Chey Him,
be thankful to Him, and remember Him always], and die not except in a state of Izlam [as Muslims
(with complete submission to AllaRY ]y (O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Wha created you from a
single person {Adam), and from him (Adam) He created his wife [Hawwa (Eve)], and fram them bath
He created many men and wamen; and fear Allah through Whom yvou demand {vour mutual rightss,
and {do not cut the relations of) the wambs (kinship). Surely, All3h is Ever an All-\Watcher over you,

2 you who believe! Keep yvour duty to Allah and fear Him, and speak {always) the truth. » (He will
direct you to do righteous good deeds and will forgive you your sing. and whosoever obeys All3h and
Hiz Messenger (alowg ode alll _sl.s), he has indeed achieved a great achievement (i.e. he will be
saved from the Hell-fire and will be admitted to Paradise).
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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The fifth question of Fatwa no. 16525

0 5: a new phenomenon has recently emerged in wedding ceremonies called "Zabihat-ul-
Milkah,” [marriage contracting sacrifice] for which the husband slaughters animals
immediately after contracting the marriage. There is also recitation of poetry, lights,
games, and dancing during the course of the night. The financial status of most of the
married couples is no secret from Your Eminence, but this phenomenon has now become
something important which most people cannot dispense with. This is other than the
Walimah {wedding dinner), which will follow afterwards. What is the ruling on this; is it a
Bid'ah (innowvation in religion) or not?

A: Holding a Walimah at contracting of marriage is not regarded as a Bid'ah, rather it is a custom,
and the ruling on it depends on the surrounding circumstances. If it includes extravagance and
wastefulness, iz moare of a burden on the groom than he can bear, and includes beating the drum
and dancing, mixing between men and women, and the like, this is not permissible. But if it is free
from prohibited acts, this is permissible.
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We advize married couples and their parents to be kind and avoid affectation and spending their
money on what is not beneficial. The leszer is the marriage expense and the easier in fulfilling its
commitments, the more promising it is to bring happiness and success to the married couple. May
Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Mermber Member Chairman
Bakr &b “ahdul- T Aziz Al Al Salih Al- “ahdullab b “abdul- " Aziz bn Cabdullab
Zayd Shavkh Fawzan Ghudayyan ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



Fatwa no. 16375

0: Most of the Imams (the one who leads congregational Prayer) and shaykhs of Masjids
imosques) have agreed that dua' {supplication} in the marriage contract or when
naming a child should be made by Salat-ul-Fatih {(Remembrance from the Tijaniyyah
order), which says: "0 Allah! Send Your blessings on Muhammad Al-Fatih {the Opener) of
what is closed, the Seal of what preceded him..." What is the ruling on this?

A: Salat-ul-Fatih has no arigin in Shari ah (Islamic law); and what has no origin in Shari “ah is
regarded as Bid "ah (innavation in religion), because the Prophet {peace be upon him) said:
Mwhoever does any act for which there is no sanction from our behalf, it is 1o be rejected.” ) Also,

this Salah includes words which exceed the proper limits regarding the Prophet {peace be upon himy,
who said: ("Do not exaggerate in praizing me as the Christians praized the son of Maryam {Mary )" »
According to the [jma’ (consensus of scholars), it is permissible to send peace and blessings on the
Prophet (peace be upon him} in the wording that is known and mentioned in the Hadith. “ou can
refer to Jala’
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Al-afham fil-Salah wal-Salam “ala Khayr-iFanam for Imam Ibn AlFQayyim o know the Islamically
acceptable wording of sending peace and blessings on the Prophet {peace be upon him) as related in
the Two Sahih (authentic) Books of Hadith {Al-Bukhari and Muslim) and other books. May Allah grant
uz success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member MMember Member DEFUW Chairman
Chair man
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The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



The eighth question of Fatwa no. 17880

0 8: Engagement and marriage contract: there are some local customs practiced by the
followers of Imam Malik's school of jurisprudence upon engagement or holding the
marriage contract, such as distributing flowers and lawful fruits among people. Some
tribes used to distribute salt in order to spread the news of this engagement or
marriage contract among people. Every one who is given a flower or salt is told about
this contract.

The followers of the Hanbaly school of jurisprudence deem this practice unlawful. They
say that the Prophet (peace be upon him) did not do such things. They used to distribute
dates only. Moreover, they consider all things related to local customs to be Bid "ah
{innovation in religion).

A: Concluding the marriage contract must be according to legal formula which is the offer from the
part of the guardian of the woman or his deputy and acceptance from the part of the husband or his
deputy. This must be done in the presence of two just witnesses. It is not permissible o distribute
fruit or
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bring flowers. This is because daoing so0 has no basis in Shari ah {Islamic law). But it will be
recaommended to prepare wedding banguet at any suitable time. The Prophet {peace be upon him)
zaid to the one who wanted to marry, (Give a Walima (wedding banguet) even if with one sheep. »

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

Member Member Mermber Member Chairman
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The second question of Fatwa no. 8843

0 2: a man wants to marry a woman and he paid the Mahr {mandatory gift to a bride
from her groom) to her gquardian but he did not hold a wedding party. Is this woman
regarded as his wife?

A If he concluded the marriage contract but did not consummate the marriage, she is his wife and
takes the ruling of a woman with wham the marriage has not been consummated, namely, she takes
half of the Mahr if he divarces her before consummating the marriage. Furthermore, no “Iddah
{woman's prescribed waiting period after divorce or widowhood) is required fram her after the
divorce, for Allah (Exalted be He) says: (And if you divorce them before you have touched thad a

sexual relation with) them, and you have appointed unto them the Mahr (bridal-money given by the
husband to his wife at the time of marriage), then pay half of that (Mahr), unless they (the women)
agree to forego it, or he {the husband}, in whase hands is the marriage tie, agrees to forego and
give her full appointed Mahr. And to forego and give (her the full Mahr) is nearer o At-Tagwa {piety,
rightecousness). )
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He (Exalted be He) also says: (O yvou whao believe! \When you marry believing wamen, and then

divorce them before you have sexual intercourse with them, no ‘Iddah [divorce prescribed period,
see (v.65:4)] have you to count in respect of them. » However, if the husband died before

consummating the marriage and did not divorce her, then the woman deserves the whale Mahr,
completes the period of “Iddah, and inherits her share of his legacy as well. May Allah grant us
success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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Fatwa no. 1064

0: is it obligatory that the marriage contract be concluded by someone who dictates the
Waliy {a legally accountable person acting for a woman seeking marriage) of the bride
the formula of affirmation and dictates the husband the formula of acceptance? Or is it
permissible to conclude marriage without this person if the marriage fulfills its conditions
and pillars?

A: If the matter iz as mentioned in the question that affirmation and acceptance are confirmed by
you and her father, the dowry is delivered, the withesses are present and the girl
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whose name is mentioned in the contract agrees, then the marriage is correct even if no other
person assumes the concluding of the marriage confract. This is not a condition for the validity of
marriage or a supplementary to it. Governments ordered that the marriage contract should be
concluded and registered by the marriage official to put an end to chaos, stop cheating, protect the
lineage, honors and rights and to prevent denial in case of disputes that arize in this regard. The
ruler should be obeyed in such matters and the like to help him control his people and achieve the
best interest for them. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family and Campanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member MWember Deputy Chairman Chair man
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The second question of Fatwa no. 8129

0 2: people usually give marriage registrars a sum of money for concluding the marriage
contracts. Is it permissible for the marriage registrar to take this money? It should be
noted that he may travel a long distance to contract the marriage.

A If the marriage registrar is not a governmental employee who receives a regular salary from the
state in return for concluding the marriage confracts, it will be permissible for him o take this money
in return for concluding the contracts.
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Howewver, if the marriage registrar is a governmental emplovee, it will not be permissible for him to
take thiz money even if he fravels from the place of wark to the place of concluding the contract, May
Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and
Cormpanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
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Fatwa no. 4646

0: A marriage contract of a virgin bride was concluded while she was menstruating. She
did not get married before then. The marriage registrar did not know this. Is this
marriage contract invalid that needs to be made again? Is menstruation considered one
of the restraints of contracting marriage if the bride is a virgin or is it just an undesirable
act? It should be noted that according to our customs a husband is not allowed to
consummate marriage after contracting the marriage unless he has fulfilled the marriage
conditions. These marriage conditions are so strict that a husband usually takes a long
time to fulfill them. We appreciate your advice! May Allah reward you well!

A: If the marriage contract is concluded while the bride is in her menses, it does not affect the
validity of the contract, whether the bride is a virgin or a mafron. It is a valid contract and it is
permizsible far them to wed even if she iz in menses, But it is not permizsible for them to
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have sexual intercourse before the woman's menstrual blood stops and she performs Ghus! (ritual
bath following major ritual impurity). May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon
our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abhdullab ibn “ahdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
Qa ud Ghudayyan " & fify Baz
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Fatwa no. 6117

0: I gave my daughter in marriage to a man. They did not get along well together, then
she abandoned him and came to live with me at my home. She stayed for two years.
During this period, her husband did not have sexual intercourse with her. Later on, he
divorced her. She had her menses three times after divorce and before the elapse of
three months. then I gave her in marriage to another man before the elapse of three
months after divorce. The second husband is one of my relatives and he is a wise,
religious and well-mannered man. Now, the three months have elapsed and the second
husband has not consummated his marriage with her yet. Afterwards, I heard from some
people that this marriage contract is not valid. I hope your Eminence will tell me the
ruling of this marriage contract. Is it valid or should we conclude a new marriage
contract?

{Part No. 18; Page No. 109)

I appreciate your advice! May Allah reward you well for what you do for Islam and
Muslims!

A: If the reality is as mentioned, that the marriage contract was concluded after the mentioned
waman had had her menses three times after divarce, it is a valid marriage contract even if she had
three menses in less than three months, May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Campanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abhdullab ibn “ahdullah b “Abhdul-Razzag “Abhdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
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Fatwa no. ¥21

0O: is it permissible to conclude the marriage contract while one of the spouses is in a
state of Janabah (major ritual impurity related to sexual discharge)?

A: The validity of a marriage contract does not require the Taharah {ritual purification) of bath
spouses. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member IWember Deputy Chairman
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The second question of Fatwa no. 8049

0 2: I would like your Eminence to explain the ruling of Shari’ah on concluding the
marriage contracts in Masjids {mosques). It should be noted that all relevant Islamic
teachings will be fulfilled such as preventing mizing between men and women or using
musical instruments.

A If the reality is as mentioned, there is no harm in concluding the marriage cantract in the Masjid.
May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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The second question of Fatwa no. 9388

0 2: Is concluding the marriage contract reqularly in Masjids {(mosques) considered a
Sunnah (a commendable act) or is it a Bid “ah (innovation in religion)?

A: The matter of concluding the marriage contract in Masjids is flexible, for there is no religious
evidence that indicates that it is a Sunnah. So, concluding it in Masjids regularly is considered Bid "ah.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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Fatwa no. 9903

0: What is your opinion concerning holding marriage ceremonies in Masjids {mosques)? In
these ceremonies men and women attend but each has a separate place. After
concluding the marriage contract, some people give a religious sermon then sweets are
distributed to the attendees. Later on, everyone congratulates the bride and groom
then leave. It should be noted that children and some women and men who are not
committed to Islamic religious teachings attend these ceremonies. We also notice that
many religious brothers in Egypt insist on concluding the marriage contract in this way.

What is the right thing with regard to this issue? We hope you will explain all the sides of
this issue and provide us with evidence so that everyone might benefit, In sha’a-Allah {if
Allah wills).

A: It is not of the Sunnah to conclude the marriage contract in a Masjid, and concluding it regularly
inzide Masjids and believing that it is an act of Sunnah is itzelf a Bid "ah {innovation in religion). It is
authentically reported from the Prophet (peace be upon him) that he said, ‘He who innovates things

in our affairs for which there is no valid {reason) {commits sin) and these are o be rejected.
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If this marriage contract is attended by women displaying their charm and children messing around in
Masjids, it has to be prevented because of the evils it invalves.May Allah grant us success! May peace
and blessings be upon our Praphet Muhammad, his family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
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Fatwa no. 9553

0: People in our village are confused with regard to concluding the marriage contract in
Masjids {(mosques); they do not know whether it is a Sunnah or a Bid "ah (innovation in
religion). The reason behind this confusion is the following Hadith, « Announce the contract of

marriage, and make it in the mosque, and declare it using the Duff {a tambourine-like instrument
without bells).

What is the degree of authenticity of this Hadith, especially this part of it: ‘and make it in
the mosque. Is concluding the marriage contract in a Masjid a Sunnah or Bid "ah? We are

interested to know the titles of books showing the Sanads (chains of narrators) of this
Hadith as well as the books of Hadith where it is reported.

I read in the book entitled "Figh Al-Sunnah® that Al-Tirmidhy graded this Hadith as Hasan
{a Hadith whose chain of narration contains a narrator with weak exactitude, but is free
from eccentricity or blemish). We hope that you will comment on this to explain things for
people because they conclude marriage contracts in Masjids and regard it a
commendable act and a Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him).

A: First: This Hadith is related by Al-Tirmidhy with his Sanad. He said,
{Part No. 18; Page No. 113)

Ahmad ibn Mani® told him that Yazid ibn Harun told him that "Eisa ibn Maymun Al-Ansary reported on
the authority of AlQasim ibn Muhammad from “Aishah {may Allah be pleased with her) that Allah's
Messenger {peace be upon him) said, (Announce the confract of marriage, and make it in the

maosque, and declare it using the Duff {3 tambourine-like instrument without bells), » A-Tirmidhy

commented on this Hadith saying, "It is a Hadith Hasan Gharib (a3 good Hadith that is strange to come
fram this chain of narration) in this concern." "Eisa ibn Maymun Al-Ansary is a weak narrator of
Hadiths while "Eisa ibn Maymun who reported exegesis from Ibn Abu Nujaih is a reliable narrator,
This Hadith is also related by Al-Bayhagy but his Sanad contains Khalid ibn Ilvas whose narrations are
rejected. Second: The Shari ah encourages announcing marriage contracts. \With regard o
concluding marriage confracts in Masjids, it iz not an act of Sunnah and the mentioned Hadith is not
evidence in this regard. In fact it is a weak Hadith; because "Eiza ibn Maymun Al-ansary and Khalid
ibn Ilvas are weak narrators. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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Fatwa no. 9756

0: I popped my finger upon holding marriage contract. I was unaware that popping and
crossing fingers put future obstacles before the husband. After I knew that I should not
do that, I was shy to ask. I have three children as I got married seven years ago. What
should I do? Should I hold a new marriage contract? What should I do?

A: If the reality is as you have mentioned, there will be no blame on you for crossing yvour fingers
tagether or for popping them upon holding the marriage contract. Doing such things does not affect
the marriage contract, You do not need to hold it again as it is a valid confract. Moreover, you have
to give up superstitions because they confradict Islam. May Allah grant us success! May peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*
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Fatwa no. 21272

0: while concluding the marriage contract, some people may use the Misbahah (counting
beads used when remembering Allah}) or cross their fingers or break straws, which may
cause some problems as they believe that these things affect
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the failure of the marriage. We hope that you explain this matter to us.

A: You should put vour trust in Allah {Exalted be He), rely on Him, and set aside any doubts or
insinuating whispers of Satan. The marriage contract should be attended only by those who have
sound Islamic creed and have nothing o do with such malicious acts, Those whao are known for
practicing such deeds should be reported 1o the authorities 1o be punished and relieve people fram
their evil. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member e mber Member Chairman
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e Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

i —————

0: I proposed to get engaged to a young woman with Allah's favor in Ramadan 1401 A.H.
My family and her family agreed on the dowry and the engagement present which was
some gold. Before the end of this meeting, I told my fiancée's father that I do not want
to displease Allah with regard to the wedding ceremonies. I would like my wedding to be
according to Shari’ah {Islamic law), not according to Egyptian customs in their wedding
ceremonies with dancing and uttering trilling cries of joy. He agreed with me on this
point. I praised Allah {Exalted be He) for His favor on me in this regard.

Fatwa no. 5627

{Part No. 18; Page MNo. 116)

Days and months passed after that situation. When the wedding was due, my fiancee's
father changed his mind with regard to wedding ceremonies. He said that she was the
first of his children to get married and he desired to enjoy her wedding ceremony. He
wanted to hold this wedding in a club where there would be dancing and the like. I
refused that completely and as a result they changed their stance. They suggested to
me to hold a small wedding party at home to which only family members and friends
would be invited. There would be mixing between men and women and men and women
might come to shake hands with the bride. Moreover, the bride refused to wear the veil
on that night. She said that she would wear a white hat and a wedding dress that would
cover her neck. But all these things can not replace the veil because they will reveal the
shape of the bosom and neck.

Our great Shaykh! This is the best the family of my fiancée would offer. My family advised
me not to push matters to complexity, telling "This is only one night in your lifetime.
Wwhen you have your wife at home, the word will be yours; you can then abide by the
Shari’ah." There were also other similar perplexing sayings. Moreover, my family said
that if I create difficulties, I will be as if I intend to break the engagement. Therefore, she
will have the right to take the gold engagement present which is 300 pounds in value and
the dowry amount which is 600 pounds. Moreover, she will also take the presents I gave
her on occasions and festivals. I have not concluded my marriage contract yet. The
marriage contract was scheduled to be concluded on the wedding day. My love for Allah
and His Messenger is greater than my love for these worldly pleasures. Therefore, I
decided to write to you to advise
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and guide me as to what I should do. 1- What should I do if her father insists on holding
the wedding ceremony in a club where there is dancing and music? 2- What should I do if
they decide to arrange a gathering where relatives and friends whether men or women
will come to shake hands with her? There will be music and many Bid'ahs {innovation in
religion) at this gathering. Moreover, she will not wear a proper Islamic dress.

If my fiancee's father insists on doing so and she follows him under the pretext that she
does not desire to displease him. Will it be my fault if the engagement is broken. If I do
this, I will not take any of the money that she took from me. Should I follow those who



say that it is just one night and when she comes to my house, no one can exercise
control over her except me?

A: You are not permitted to agree with your fiancee's father ar anyone else in doing what is
prohibited by Allah {Glorified and Exalted be He), Moreover, you are not permitted to do what vou say
of holding a wedding ceremony in a club where dancing, music, and mixing between men and
wamen will take place. Men and women are not permitted to shake hands with each other as long as
they are not Mahram (a spouse or an unmarriageable relative). May Allah grant us success! May
peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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The first question of Fatwa no. 4029

0 1: a person believes that the dead can bring about harm and benefits and, thus, has
concluded his marriage in a shrine. Is this marriage valid?

A: If they believe that the person buried in the shrine brings about good to the marriage confracts
that are concluded there, blesses the couple in their marital life, and brings them happiness, they are
Mushriks (persons who associate others with Allah in His Divinity or worship) and their marriage
contracts take the same ruling on those of Kafirs (disbelievers), regarding parentage, inheritance,
and the like. Such contracts are valid if the couple embrace Islam and sincerely believe in Tawhid
(the Oneness of Allah). May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and Campanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*
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The first question of Fatwa no. 1113

0 1: is it permissible for a Muslim man to have his marriage to a woman from the People
of the Book (Jews and Christians) announced in a church by a priest, after marrying her
according to the way prescribed by Allah and His Messenger in an English Registry
Dffice?

A: It is not permissible for a Muslim man to have a priest announce his marriage to a Muslimah
(Muslim woman) or a woman fram the People of the Book in a church, even if it iz after he has
married her in the way prescribed by Allah and His Messenger.
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This is becausze it entails imitation of the Christians in their marriage rituals of their churches, It also
shows veneration for the Christian scholars and devotees, The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
MtAnyvone who imitates a people is from them.” {Related by Imam Ahmad through a good Sanad

[chain of narrators]) May Allah grantus success! May peace and blessings of Allab be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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The essential elements in a marriage contract

Both spouses being free from impediments

The first question of Fatwa no. 9446

0 1: i made a written, endorsed Wakalah (appointment of a legally accountable person to
act on behalf of another for a specific permissible matter) to a Muslim brother through
the Yemeni embassy in Jaddah, so that he might conclude my marriage contract to a
Yemeni girl who lives in ¥Yemen with her parents. I am a young Yemeni man living in Saudi
Arabia, in the city of Al-Ta'if. I wrote the Wakalah in the presence of two witnesses. The
girl's name is Latifah. However, when the Wakalah reached the Wakil (legally
accountable person who acts on behalf of another for a specific permissible matter), he
told me on the phone that the girl's real name is Amatul-Latif, whereas Latifah
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is her nickname among her family and friends; it is just a contracted form of the name. I
told the Wakil that I had no idea about this; I thought that Latifah was her real name;
and I was ready to make another Wakalah including the real name. However, he said
there was no need to do this, and that he was going to write her real name in the
marriage contract. The court made sure of this, and her father confirmed that Latifah is
the nickname for Amatul-Latif. The marriage contract was written in her real name,
Amatul-Latif, and so was her passport. Thus, Amatul-Latif and Latifah are two names
belonging to the same person. She lives with me now in Al-Ta'if. We have been married
for about two weeks. ¥Your Eminence, are the Wakalah and the contract considered
valid? When I wrote the Wakalah, I had no idea that she had another name, which is her
formal name.
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Given the abovementioned circumstances, are the Wakalah and the contract valid?

A: As the Wakalah was made 1o conclude the marriage confract with a certain, known woman, and
you wrote it in her nickname, which is part of her real name, the Wakalah is valid, and =0 is the
marriage contract if all its conditions are met and none of its impediments are present. May Allah
grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and
Cormpanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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Fatwa no. 9350

0: my father concluded my marriage contract by delegation as I was absent. The wife is
an Arab muslim girl whom I defined by name. She, her parents, and brother were present
and her father acted as her Waliy (a legally accountable person acting for a woman
seeking marriage). The marriage contract was signed in the Islamic center in the city of
Rouen, France. As I was not present, is this contract valid or do I have to conclude a
new one? Please send me a written answer!

{Part No. 18; Page No. 122)

A If the reality is as you mentioned, the marriage contract is valid. The fact that you were not
present has nothing to do with it being invalid as long as you delegated your father 1o act on your
behalf. As such, you do not have to conclude a new cantract, May Allah grant us success! May peace
and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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Fatwa no. 3379

0: Your Eminence, i authorized my father to be my agent in marrying the eldest one of
my cousins on my behalf. I used to live in a remote city far from my father and my uncle.
The girl whom I authorized my father to marry on my behalf got married to another man,
s0 my father concluded the marriage contract with the younger girl instead of the elder.
When I heard the news, I was satisfied with what my father had done and considered
her as my wife and she was satisfied with that. After I came, my uncle asked me to bring
him a Fatwa concerning whether this is permissible or not. The question is: Is this
permissible or not? Could you kindly advise? May Allah protect you!

A If the matter is as mentioned, the contract is valid because it is one of the contracts which depend
on the consent of the competent person and this condition is fulfilled.

{Part No. 18; Page MNo. 123)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!
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2. Mutual consent of the spouses

The second question of Fatwa no. 3833

0 2: What is the ruling on someone who gets engaged to a girl who is less than nine
yvears old and contracts the marriage? Is such a marriage valid, bearing in mind that she
refuses him after she has grown older? What age is suitable for a girl to be engaged?

A It is permissible to contract the marriage of 3 young girl by her father especially if he sees some
contingent benefit for her in it. This is supported by the story that the Prophet {peace be upon him)
married "A'ishah when she was less than nine years old. However, no one other than a father may
contract the marriage of a girl who is less than nine years ald, Moreover, girls over the age of nine
may not be married unless their permission is sought. The Prophet {peace be upon him) said, (4

matron should not be given in marriage except after consulting her; and a virgin should not be given
in marriage except after she gives consent. The people asked, "0 Allah's Messenger! How can we
know her consent? He said, "Her silence (indicates her consent).”) If a dispute arises thereafter, it

should be referred to Shar 'y (Islamic legal) courts,
{Part No. 18; Page MNo. 124)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!
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The first question of Fatwa No. 18734

0 1: Is it true that the Prophet's marriage to "Aishah while still young was one of his
particularities or was it a legislation for the whole Ummah?

Is it permissible to consummate marriage with immature girl? If not, how then should she
observe three months as “Iddah {waiting period)?

A: The Prophet (peace be upon hirm) betrothed ~Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) while she
was six years old. He consummated the marriage in Madinah when she was nine years old. Actually,
this is not a particularity just for him. Thus, it is permissible to contract the marriage of an immature
girl and consummate it

{Part No. 18; Page MNo. 125)

even before maturity if she iz able to. As for the "Iddah of an immature girl, Allah (Glorified and
Exalted be He) defined the 'Iddah of those who have passed the age of monthly courses and those
who are still immature to be three months. Allah (Exalted be He) said, «And those of your wamen as

have passed the age of monthly courses, for them the ‘Iddah {prescribed period), if you have doubt
(about their periods), is three months; and for those who have no courses [{i.e. they are still
immature’ ) In fact, immature girls are included under the category: (and for those who have no

courses [(i.e. they are still immature) their ‘Iddah (prescribed period) is three months likewise,
except in case of death]. » May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet

Muhammad, his family and Campanions!
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Fatwa no. 8348

0 1: The father of a Muslim sister who is committed to her religion wanted to give her in
marriage to his nephew as he is wealthy. The sister refused because he does not
perform Salah (Prayer) and drinks alcoholic beverages. On informing her father about
her refusal, he gave her a terrifying threat. She then left the house as her marriage to
such person could be null and void and came to me asking for help. Should I refuse to
help her anyway? What is the ruling on her leaving the house?

{Part No. 18; Page No. 126)

A Tt is impermissible for her father to give her in marriage to someone she does not like, Moreover,
she may not expose herself to dangers by leaving her father's house, Rather, she may seek the help
of some Mahrams {unmarriageable relatives) to save her. However, if they avail nothing, she may
bring suit to the court torelease her from this situation. Furthermore, you may help her in such a
manner as to protect her honar and save her from marrying a person she does not like even through
giving advice and quidance. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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The first question of Fatwa no. 7289
0 1: what is the ruling on a woman who is married off against her will?

A: If she does not consent 1o the marriage, the matter has 1o be settled in court which will determine
whether to endorse or annul the marriage contract. May allab grant us success! May peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Campanions!
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The second question of Fatwa no. 12018

0 2: a man came to my father asking to propose to one of my sisters. My father agreed
to give her to him in marriage. Some time later, the man came and asked my father to
conclude the marriage contract. My father told him that he first had to ask my sister's
opinion about marrying him. As she refused to marry him, my father persisted in asking
her to marry him. Each time he asked for her consent, she would refuse and threaten to
set herself on fire if she ever knew that he agreed to conclude the marriage contract. A
long time later, the man came again demanding to conclude the marriage, and again she
refused and threatened to do the same. The man brought my elder brothers and
maternal uncle as intermediaries and again she refused. Upon threatening her to marry
him, she would cry and wish she had not been created. She told them that she would
accept to marry any other man except this one. She told them that were they to make
mincemeat of her, she would still refuse to marry him. Then my elder brother suggested
marrying her off to him against her will. He said that he was indebted to that man who
helped him marry after his wife's family had turned him down. It is now six years
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since this happened. My elder brother still insists that she should be married to that
man. He threatened not to ever visit my father unless he marries her to him unwillingly.
This put my father in an embarrassing situation. He asked me to send you this message. I
would like to add that the man who proposed to my sister is an old married man who had
another wife ten years ago but divorced her. He also seems to be pious. My father asks
whether he should marry his daughter off to that man against her will so that his elder
son will be content or if he should turn down the proposal. What is the ruling if this
marriage is concluded? Will there be any sin on my elder brother, my father, my sister,
and the man who insists on marrying her? Please clarify this issue.

A If the reality is as you mentioned, it is forbidden for your father o marry your sister off 1o that
man whom she has refused o marry. It is not permissible for your brother 1o ask his father to force
her ta marry him. Your brother has to make Kaffarah (expiation) for breaking his oath. May Allah
grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and
Cormpanions!
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Fatwa no. 14265

0: A Muslim girl says that she holds fast to the Din (religion) of Islam, but she lives with a
family which is totally unobservant of its teachings. Her family causes her much hardship
just because she holds fast to the Din. She is still young but endures these hardships and
seeks knowledge. She really wants to acquire knowledge of the Shari’ah {Islamic law)
and be active in Da wah (calling to Islam) in her village. However, her family has forced
her to marry one of her cousins.

A It is not permissible to force a girl that is nine years old or more o marry, whether it is the father
who forces her or any other Waliy (a legally accountable person acting for a woman seeking
marriage). This is because the Prophet {peace be upon him} said: "4 mafron should not be given in

marriage except after consulting her; and a virgin should not be given in marriage except after her
consent. The people asked, 'O Allah's Messenger! How can we know her consent?' He said, Her
silence (indicates her consent).™ ) {Agreed upon by AlFBukhari and Muslim) In another narration fram

Muslim {may Allah be merciful with him} in his Sahih {authentic) Book of Hadith, he related: «"A
virgin's father must ask her consent, and her consent is known by her silence."» If the Waliy refrains
fram asking her consent and forces her to marry, she is permitted to refer her case to the court. May

Allah guide us all to knowing Al-Hagg (the Truth) and following it!
{Part No. 18; Page No. 130)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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The second question of Fatwa no. 14244

0 2: is it permissible for the legal quardian or blood relative of an adult orphan to give
her in marriage without her acceptance?

A: If the case is as you have mentioned, the Waliy (a legally accountable person acting for a woman
seeking marriage) is not permitted to give her in marriage without her consent, as it is authentically
reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, A virgin should not be given in marriage until

her permission has been sought.” They asked, " Messenger of Allah! How does she give her
permission?” He said, "By keeping silent.”) May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be

upon our Prophet, his family, and Campanions!
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The second question of Fatwa no. 18254

0 2: what is the ruling on asking the girl's opinion about a suitor? If she does not accept,
would it be a sign of disobedience to her father?

{Part No. 18; Page No. 131)

A: The consent of the girl should be taken regarding her marriage, whether she iz a virgin or
previously married. If she refuses to marry a certain person, that will not be considered as
dizobedience to her father because she has the right to accept or not. May Allah grant us success!
May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 18867

0: Respected Sheikh, as you know, Allah has commanded us to cooperate in
righteousness and piety, as He states, ‘Help you one another in Al-Birr and At-Tagwa {virtue,

righteousness and piety); but do not help one another in sin and transgression. » While we were

visiting some tribes living in remote villages, we discovered some unacceptable customs
related to marriage. These are as follows: 1) When a suitor asks a father's permission to
marry his daughter, the father does not ask for his daughter's approval. 2) Even worse,
he may take a woman other than his daughter, like her mother, her sister or the suitor's
sister, to the Ma'dhun (marriage registrant). The fake bride is then presented to the
Ma'dhun and is made to sign the marriage contract. These people claim that the girl
accepts the proposal, but due to her shyness of going to Ma'dhun they take a married
woman instead
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to sign the contract.

We ask Your Honor to refer this matter to His Honor Sheikh Abdul- "Aziz ibn “Abdullah ibn
Baz, the General Mufty of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, to advise these people who do
such things.

A the adult woman, virgin ar previously married, should not be married except with her consent and
permission. The Prophet {peace be upan him) stated, <A previously-married worman should not be

married without consulting her and a virgin should not be married without asking her permission,”
They said, "0 Messenger of Allah, how does she give her permission?’ He said, “If she remains
silent." ) (Agreed upon by Al-Bukhari and Muslim). If the woman is shy 1o go to a Ma'dhun, two

trustworthy men may, at her request, affix their signature as withesses to her consent of marriage.
As for the act mentioned in the question, it is prohibited in Islam. Allowing a woman other than the
bride to sign the contract constitutes forgery. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings of
Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 16226

0: I have two daughters; and I gave one of them in marriage to a person. After a year
or two, this person asked me to give my other daughter in marriage to his brother who
has two wives, and I agreed.
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After a while my son-in-law asked me to conclude the marriage contract of his brother
and my daughter, but when I told my daughter about this, she, her mother, and her
brothers refused. Consequently, my son-in-law felt angry with us and abandoned us.
After about two years, he came to me and again asked me to marry my daughter to his
brother because the latter insisted. I agreed to do so, but when I told my daughter
about this and assured her that I will marry her to this man, she refused decisively. This
made me divorce her mother and I gave my daughter two options: either to marry this
person or to discontinue her academic education and sit at home, as she was studying in
the university. She chose to sit at home and, thus, I took her out of the university.
However, she told me that even if I married her by force to this man, she would never
agree to stay with him or take him as a husband.

Please advise me! May Allah reward you best! Is it my right to force her to marry and
conclude the marriage contract without her consent? I would also like to ask about the
consent I gave to this man, and about divorcing her mother, for I am very confused! I
ask Allah {Exalted be He) to grant us success and guide us to that which pleases Him.

A First, it is Haram {prohibited) to force a daughter to marry a person whom she does not approve
of, for the Prophet {peace be upon him) prohibited to give a virgin in marriage except after taking her
permission. Second, if your intention was 1o swear to divorce your wife, you should make Kaffarah
{expiation) for the divorce oath that you ook to force your daughter to marry this man. This Kaffarah
iz either to feed ten needy persons
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half a Sa” {1 53" =2.172 kqg), per person, of local staple foodstuff, 1o clothe ten needy persons, or
to emancipate a believing slave. If you are unable to do any of these, yvou should observe Sawm
(Fast) for three days. However, if yvour intention was to divorce her, you should clarify your intention
along with the words you said, so that we can investigate this matter and benefit yvou in sha'a allah
(it Allah wills), May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet
rMuhammad, his family, and Companions!
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The second question of Fatwa no. 11597

0 2: i was a guest at my grandmother's house where i met a young girl who kept joking
with me. i loved her but she is older than me as she is nineteen and i am fifteen. Am i
permitted to marry her? Kindly tell me. May Allah reward you best! Thanks to Allah, I am
a religiously committed young man. However, I still feel passion for this girl. I fear that
my love for her may affect my life.

A If this girl is religiously committed and decent, you are permitted to marry her pravided that the
necessary conditions of marriage are fulfilled and there is no impediment to the marriage. Your
talking with each other and love of each other has nothing 1o do with the validity of the marriage.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 16615

0: One of my Muslim friends requested me to ask you a question on his behalf. The
matter is that my concerned friend's father wants to marry him to his cousin even
though my friend has no desire to marry her because he does not love her. Four years
have passed since the marriage has been proposed. Whenever she gets another
proposal for marriage, her father gently does not approve of it saying that his
daughter's cousin has proposed to her and she is going to marry him. My concerned
friend asks as whether he will be considered a sinner if he withdraws his proposal after
such a long period of time. It is worth mentioning that my friend fears the marriage
failing if he marries his cousin despite he does not love her.

Ac If vour friend does not want to marry his cousin, he has to infarm his uncle of this in a nice
manner. He should not leave his cousin hanging {i.e. neither married to him nor to another person),
He has to fear Allah regarding all his affairs. May allah guide him to the best and make his affairs
easy for him. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad,
his family and Companions!
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The first question of Fatwa no. 20685

0 1: i am dutiful to my parents in all that pleases Allah. They ordered me to marry a girl
whom i do not like as she does not abide by Islamic manners. However, they insisted on
it, which caused me to marry her unwillingly. After marriage, she was struck by a satanic
touch, may Allah safeguard you against all harms, and Allah then cured her. Anyway, I
still hate her for her bad treatment and evil conduct. I tried to love her in order to be
dutiful to my parents but it was in vain. Actually, I want about to divorce her but I am
afraid that my father will be angry with me. Answer me, may Allah reward you good!

A: If you dislike the woman inherently and for her bad conduct, you may divorce her even if your
father does not approve of it. In fact, it is not for them to force you o live with her when you dislike
her. The Prophet {peace be upon him) said, {Submission is obligatory only in what is good {and

reasonable). » Moreover, in such a case, marriage objectives are not materialized. May Allah grant us
success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!
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The first question of Fatwa no. 19049

0 1: Someone contracted the marriage of his son without seeking his permission or
consent. In fact, the son told his father that he does not like the girl
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but the father, nevertheless, contracted the marriage. To be annulled, does the contract
need the pronunciation of divorce? Or, is it essentially null and void?

A a marriage confract concluded by a father to his son on a woman the son does not like is null and
void. This marriage contract lacks one of the validity conditions, i.e. mutual consent of both parties.
Mareover, one of the pillars of marriage, i.e. acceptance of the husband {zon), is missing.
Accordingly, no marriage has been contracted and thus there is no room for divorce, May Allah grant
us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Campanions!
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3. Waliy

Fatwa no. 1623

0: What is the story of 2ayd ibn Harithah regarding his marriage to Zaynab whom the
Prophet (peace be upon him) later married? How did the marriage begin and how did it
end? We are told by some Westerners that the Prophet (peace be upon him) fell in love
with Zaynab and other claims that I cannot quote. Please, answer me.

{Part No. 18; Page No. 138)

A: Zayd was the son of Harithah ibn Shurahil al-Ealby, the freed slave of the Messenger of Allah
{peace be upon him}, wham the Prophet manumitted and adopted, so he was known as Zayd ibn
Muhammad until Allah revealed the Avah (Qur'anic verse) that reads, (Call them {adopted sons) by

{the names of) their fathers) Therefore, he was then called Z2ayd ibn Harithah, As for Zaynab, she

was the daughter of Jahsh ibn Rabab Al-Asadivyah, Her mother was Umaymah bint ~Abdul-Muttalib
the paternal aunt of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). As for the stary of the marriage of
Zayd to Zaynab, the Messenger of allah (peace be upon him) is the one who arranged it for him,
because he was his freed-slave and adopted son. Thus, he approached her on behalf of Zayd but she
refused and zaid: [ am of a better lineage than he is. It was narrated that Allah in this regard
revealed his saying, (It is not for 3 believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have

decreed a matter that they should have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys Allah and
His Messenger, he has indeed strayed into a plain errar. » Therefore, she responded in obedience to

Allah and to fulfill the wish of the Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him). She lived with Zayd for
nearly a year. Thereafter, there arose between them the kinds of problems that may arise between a
husband and a wife, and Zayd complained about her to the Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him),
because of their position in relation to him, him being his freed slave and adopted son, and Zaynab
being the daughter of his paternal aunt Umaymah. In fact, Zayd showed his wish 1o divorce her, but
the Prophet {peace be upon him) wld him to keep her and be patient, even though he {peace be
upan him) had known through a revelation from allah that he would divorce her and she would
become the Prophet's wife,

{Part No. 18; Page No. 139)

However, he was afraid that the people would criticize him far marrying his son's ex-wife, as it was
forbidden during the Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic time of ignorance). Allab thus rebuked His Prophet for it
in the Ayah that reads, <And (remember) when you said to him (Zaid bin Harithah wie all Les, - the

freed-slave of the Prophet pl.g ale dil cels) on whom allah has bestowed Grace by guiding him
to Islam) and you (O Muhammad elowg ode alll sle too) have done favour (by manumitting hirm:
"Weep your wife to yourself, and fear Allah." But vou did hide in yourself {i.e. what Allah has already
made known to you that He will give her 1o you in marriage) that which allah will make manifest, you
did fear the people (i.e., their saying that Muhammad al_og ode aill ele married the divorced wife
of his manumitted =lave) whereas Allah had a better right that you should fear Him. » The Ayah



means - and Allah knows best - you hide in yourself that which Allah have fold vou, i.e. that Zayd
would divarce his wife Zaynab and that you would marry her, in achievement of Allah's cammand,
and in fulfillment of His wisdom. Mevertheless, vou feared people's comments and criticism of you for
doing so, while Allah more deserves to be feared. Accordingly, you have to announce what He has
revealed to you regarding your situation and that of Zayd and his wife Zaynab without worrying about
what the people would say or how they would criticize you. \With regard to the Prophet's marriage to
Zaynab, the Prophet (peace be upon him) proposed to her after her “Iddah (waiting period) was over
fallowing her divarce from Zayd. Allah then gave her to him in marriage without any Waliy {3 legally
accountable person acting for a woman seeking marriage) or winesses, because he {peace be upon
him) is the Waliy of all believers, and iz closer to them than their own selves, Allah (Exalted be He)
said, (The Prophet is closer to the believers than their ownselvesy Thus, allah abolished the

Jahiliyyah-based custom of adoption, and made it permissible for Muslims to marry the wives of
adopted sons after they get separated from each other by death or divorce, as a mercy from Him
towards the believers and so as to ward off

{Part No. 18; Page No. 140)

hardship. As for the reparts which say that the Prophet {peace be upon him) saw Zaynab fram
behind a screen, was atiracted to her and fell in deep love with her, and on knowing this, Zayvd began
to dislike her and out of love to give precedence to the Prophet {peace be upon him) over himself
divorced her so that he might marry her after him, they were reported through no sound Sanad
(chain of narrators). Prophets are of the highest status, very chaste, of noble character and are
honorable in attitude to do such a thing. Moreover, it is the Prophet {peace be upon him) who
arranged her marriage to Zayd (may Allah be pleased with him). Moreaver, she was the daughter of
his paternal aunt, to whom if he had been atracted, he would have kept her for himself in the first
place, especially since she was reluctant to marry Zayd and did not agree to it until the Avah was
revealed. Undoubtedly, it was the Divine Decree arranged to abaolish Jahilivyah-based customs, to
show mercy o people and 1o make things easzier for them. In this regard, allah (Exalted be He) =aid,

So when Zaid had accomplished his desire from her {i.e. divorced her), We gave her to you in

marriage, so that (in future) there may be no difficulty to the believers in respect of (the marriage of)
the wives of their adopted sons when the lather have no desire to keep them {i.e. they have divorced
them). and Alldh's Command must be fulfilledy ¢ There is no blame on the Prophet (o, lc all sle

gl in that which Allah has made leqgal for him. That has been Allah's Way with thosze whao have
passed away of (the Prophets of) old. And the Command of allah is a decree determined. » (Thoze

whio corwey the Message of Allah and fear Him, and fear none save Allah, And Sufficient is All3h as a
Reckoner,» (Muhammad (sl ode al | _ele) is not the father of any of your men, but he is the

Messanger of allah and the last (end) of the Prophets, and All3h is Ever All-Aware of everything.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman

“Abdullah ibn “Abdullab ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz
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The first question of Fatwa no. 1273

0 1: is it permissible for a woman to marry without a Waliy {a legally accountable person
acting for a woman seeking marriage)?

A: One of the conditions of the validity of marriage is the existence of a Waliy. & woman is not
permitted to marry without permission from her \Waliy. If she gets married without permission fram
her Waliy, her marriage will be invalid. Abu Musa reported that the Prophet {peace be upon him)
said, ("There is no marriage without the permission of 2 Waliy."» Sulayman ibn Musa reported fram

Al-Zubry from “Urwah fram ~Aishah that the Prophet {peace be upon him}
{Part No. 18; Page MNo. 142)

said, (Any waman who gets married without the consent of her Waliy, her marriage contract is void,

If the husband consummates the marriage, then she deserve the dower by virtue of the sexual
intercourse that became lawful for him. If there is any conflict, then the ruler is the \Waliy for
whoever has no Waliy, » This Hadith was reported by Imams Ahmad, Abu Dawud, AFTirmidhy and

Ibn Majah. A similar Hadith was reported by Abu Dawud Al-Tavalisy, The wording of this Hadith is,
{There iz no marriage without the permission of a \Waliy. Any woman who gets married without the

consent of her Waliy, her marriage contract iz void, and the ruler is the Waliy for a person who has
no W3l )

Imam Ibn Al-Mundhir {may Allah be merciful with him} said, "It iz not known that any of the
Companions of the Prophet {peace be upon him) held a view that contradicts this."
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

MWember Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
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Fatwa no. 1390

0: A woman has reached the age of marriage, but she has no Waliy {a legally
accountable person acting for a woman seeking marriage) and there is no judge in her
town to act for her in marriage. S5he asks whether the Amir {administrative governor)
can be in place of the judge and act for her in marriage.

A: the most worthy person to act a5 a woman's Wally in marriage is her father, then her paternal
grandfather, and great grandfather and so on, then her son, her grandson, and her great grandson
and so on, then her full brother, her brother through her father, then whoever is more closely related
fram among the agnates, as is the case with inheritance. If none of these iz available, then the
rMuslim ruler should be her Waliy and the legal governar should act on his behalf. The Amir only acts
on behalf of the Muslim ruler in administrative affairs and in carrying out court judgments.
Accordingly, the Amir cannot be the \Waliy for any woman who does not have a \Waliy of her own, If
she has no Waliy from among her relatives, the judge should be her Waliy and there is no town that
does not have judges. Thus, he would be the judge of the town where she lives or of another town
to which her town iz affiliated judicially.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “Abdullab ibn “Abdul-R.azzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn " Abdullah ibn
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The second question of Fatwa no. 18678

0 2: A woman named Rugayyah asks a question about the Waliy {a legally accountable
person acting for a woman seeking marriage). She says: I am a virgin and my father
never cared about my Nafaqah {obligatory financial support). It is my paternal uncle who
supported me financially from birth until I became of age. He also paid my school
expenses and he is still supporting me. As I am about to get married, both my father and
my paternal uncle dispute over which of them is more entitled to be my Waliy. My mother
too used to give me Nafagah. Is the one who undertakes my Nafagah more entitled to be
my Waliy? I hope Your Eminence will clarify the matter. May Allah reward you best!

A: the father of 3 waman is more entitled than any other person o be her \Waliy. If the father is
absent or dead, the Waliy will be the person whom he nominates as his proxy. If he does not
nominate anyane, the grandfather will be entitled to that right, then the nearest agnate and =0 on as
is the case with inheritance. The father's right to be the \Waliy of his daughter is not denied on
account of not caring to give her Mafagah.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
Bakr ibn “abdullah  |Salib ibn Fawzan al- | "abdul- " Aziz ibn “Abdullab Al “abdul- " Aziz ibn
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Fatwa no. 1355

A: Who is more entitled to be a woman's Waliy (a legally accountable person acting for a
woman seeking marriage) in marriage if she has no father or grandfather, but she only
has a brother and a half-brother?

A If the situation is as you mentioned, that the woman has neither a father nor a grandfather, and
that she has a brother and a half-brother, then her brother is more entitled to be her \Waliy than her
half-brother, if he has the legal capacity to be =0, since he is nearer to her. May Allah grant us
success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “Abdullab ibn “Abdul-R.azzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn " Abdullah ibn
Mani Ghudayyan “Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 14054

0 2: i have an elder sister to whom a suitor had proposed. At that time, we were
orphans, and we had paternal uncles who lived an eight-day journey by camel from us.
My mother sent a message to them to come and conclude her marriage contract, but
they refused.
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My sister also refused to go to the court without a Waliy {a legally accountable person
acting for a woman seeking marriage). My maternal uncles, thus, sent me to the Ma'dhun
{marriage reqgistrant), and my sister authorized me to act as her Waliy. The Ma'dhun
asked me whether I had reached puberty, and I said yes, even though I had not. Is the
marriage contract valid? I heard that what I did is impermissible. My sister is now fifty
years old; and she has ten children. Are these children born legitimately? Is it permissible
to conclude the marriage contract again? She has reached the age of menopause, and
we are terribly worried concerning this. Please advise. May Allah reward you best!

A: The marriage contract is valid, and the children are related to their father if the confract was
concluded when you were fifteen years old, when you had experienced sexual dreams, or when you
started to have coarse pubic hair. One of these signs is enough to prove having reached puberty, If
none of these signs existed at that time, the confract should be renewed, and the children are related
to their father because it was assumed that they were married, May Allah grant us success! May
peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
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The second question of Fatwa no. 17529

0 2: There is a young man who is aged fourteen years old and he studies in the
secondary stage. He is sensible and well-behaved, but he has not reached the age of
puberty yet. He has a sister and someone proposed to her, but she has no Waliy {a
legally accountable person acting for a woman seeking marriage) except this young man;
because all the members of her family died and they have no agnates. He would like to
be the Waliy of his sister in concluding the marriage contract. Is he permitted to do this?
He wants to know that legal ruling on this issue.

A: the Waliy of a woman in concluding the marriage contract has to be a Mukallaf {person meeting
the conditions to be held legally accountable for their actions) and Rashid (rational). Otherwise, the
judge will act as her Waliy because the Muslim ruler is the Waliy of those who have no Waliy and in
turn a judge can represent the ruler. The person is considered Mukallaf when he reaches the age of
puberty by ejaculating Maniy {sperms that are released on orgasm) with desire, whether in sexual
dreams or otherwise, by having coarse pubic hair, or by reaching the age of fifteen. A person is
considered Rashid when he iz well-behaved and so is able to choose a suitable match for the woman
in his charge. May aAllah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad,
his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Member Member Chairman
Bakr Abu “Aabdul- T Aziz Al Al- Salih Al- “Abdullab b “Abdul-"Aziz bn Abdullab
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The sixth question of Fatwa no. 14594

0 6: a person wants to marry an orphaned girl. She has no parents or brothers. She only
has a cousin who is the husband of her sister. She also has some nephews and distant
cousins. Who should act as her Waliy (a legally accountable person acting for a woman
seeking marriage) in concluding her marriage contract? Her uncle, her sister's father-in-
law, used to act as their Waliy before he died; and she now has no one but her cousin.
She also has a half-brother from her mother's side, but he does not visit them often and
lives far away.

A If she does not have relatives other than those you mentioned, the person who is most entitled to
act as her Waliy iz her cousin, whether his father was a full or a half-brother to her father; becausze
he is the closest agnate. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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Fatwa no. 12984

0: I have two maternal half-sisters whose father died when they were young. until they
married, they were under the care of their cousin whose father died before the death of
my sisters' father. He regards himself as their lawful Waliy (a legal guardian representing
the bride)

{Part No. 18; Page MNo. 149)

because of his degree of kinship. One of the two sisters, after getting divorced, stayed in
my house for seven years. When her ex-husband wanted to remarry her, her cousin,
with her consent, mediated their reconciliation. My question is: What is the ruling on the
cousin acting as Waliy and the sisters taking off the Hijab {veil) in his presence?

A: If the case is as you have mentioned, that there iz no closer blood relative to your half-sisters
than their cousin, he is regarded as their Waliy. However, he is not Mahram {unmarriageable
relative) for them, and consequently, they are not allowed o take off Hijab in hizs presence. As for
you, you are a Mahram for them and will be rewarded greatly for your kind treatment o them. You
are not allowed to act as their Waliy as you are one of their kinsmen and not an agnate relative to
them. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family and Campanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Deputy Chairman Chair man
“abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “abdul-Razzag Cafify “abdul- " Aziz ibn “Abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Fatwa no. 4883

0: My mother and her neighbor lived in one of the furthest villages in the south. My
mother gave birth to a baby boy; my neighbor and I gave birth to a baby girl. We grew
up believing that we are milk brother and sister
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as was inculcated by our mothers. I do not know exactly if one of them used to
breastfeed and take care of us when the other went to bring water or firewood. We
grew up holding this view. My mother was endowed with boys and girls after me, as was
our neighbor. My father died as did the father of this girl. Her brother shouldered the
responsibly of his family. He waived his responsibilities to me due to his special
circumstances. He has legally deputized me according to a document issued by notary
public to be a Waliy {a legally accountable person acting for a woman seeking marriage)
for any of his daughters who want to marry including his elder sister who is said to be
my milk sister. I married her to someone and I also married the second and third girl to
those who proposed to marry them. But the third girl had some troubles with her
husband. I had to support her as a deputy for her Waliy. During her differences with her
husband, my mother told me that I am not really a foster brother for the eldest one of
those daughters. I behaved as if I paid her no attention. I went to our neighbor and
asked her about what I had heard from my mother. She assured me that I am a milk
brother for her eldest daughter. I do not know if our mothers inculcated in our heads the
idea of breastfeeding in order not to cause any harm to each other during our childhood
or not.
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The case now is that one of them confirms that we are milk brothers and sisters while
the other denies it.

Is my conduct, i.e. marrying those young women to their husbands, is legally valid? Are
those young women considered to be my milk sisters? Moreover, there is no blood
relationship between my mother and theirs or between their father and ours. Answer
my question! May Allah reward you well!

A: If the reality is as you have mentioned, shouldering the responsibility of marrying those young
women to those who proposed to marry them is valid because you are a legal deputy for their
brother whao is their legal \Waliy, whether you are their foster brother or not. As for being a foster
brother for thase girls, if their mother is a just woman and assures you that she breastfeeds you five
satisfying times, she will be considered yvour milk mather and her children will be yvour foster brothers
and sisters. Your maother's negation of this breastfeeding will not be taken into consideration. This is
because the saying of a perszon who confirms takes precedence over the saying of a person who
negates. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family and Companions!
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The first question of Fatwa no. 3567

0 1: is it permissible to marry a woman living in a foreign country without her Waliy (a
legal guardian representing the bride)?
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Is the contract valid if the Ma'dhun {marriage registrant) concludes the contract upon
her request? If she does not have a father, brother or parental uncle, who is to be her
Waliy?

A: The waman who has no Waliy, or has one but is not available by any means, is to be given in
marriage by the Ruler or his deputy, the judge. In this way, the confract would be valid. May Allah
grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet, his family and Caompanions,

The Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta"

Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abhdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-"Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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The first question of Fatwa no. 9632

0 1: who is the waliy (a legal gquardian representing the bride) of a half-sister, the
brother or the maternal uncle? Is it permissible for her mother to give her in marriage
without the knowledge of her brother?

A: If the case is as you have mentioned, her \Waliy will be her paternal brother. Her mother is not
permitted to act as her Waliy in marriage. As for the maternal uncle, he iz not \Waliy as he is not an
paternal relative.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet, his family and

Carmpanions,
The Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta"
e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullab bn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag CAfify “Abdul-"Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz
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Fatwa no. 12725

0: my father died sixteen years ago, and left many daughters and a son from another
wife. All the heirs have authorized me as a Wakil {legally accountable person who acts on
behalf of another for a specific permissible matter) and a gquardian for them through a
Wakalah {appointment of a legally accountable person to act on behalf of another for a
specific permissible matter) issued by the court. I brought them up and took care of
them. When one of the girls reached the age of marriage, a religious and well-mannered
suitor proposed to her. I concluded the marriage contract by force of the Wakalah that I
have, because her full brother did not have a personal ID card at that time; as he was
fifteen years old. The contract was concluded after the approval of all parties: her, her
brother, and her mother, and the attendance of all the family. Now I would like to knows if
the marriage contract is valid or not, given that my sister bore children from her
husband. Please advise. May Allah reward you best! With many thanks.

A If the reality is as you mentioned, the marriage confract is valid.
{Part No. 18; Page Mo. 154)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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The second question of Fatwa no. 958

0 2: a man has good religious knowledge and is a Ma'dhun (marriage registrant). He lives
in the desert and wants to get married. Is it permissible for him to conclude the marriage
contract by himself? Could you kindly substantiate your answer with evidence?

A: Yes, it is permissible for him to conclude the marriage by himself with the woman's \Waliy {3
legally accountable person acting for a waman seeking marriage). The Waliy may give her in
marriage to him taking into consideration that the other conditions of marriage are alsa met. This is
because one may conclude his marriage confract with his would-be wife even if he is not a Ma'dhun,
according to the Ijma’ (consensus of scholars), as long as he has the prerequisites to carry out this
task. Being a Ma'dhun appointed by the ruler to conclude marriage contracts gives him mare power
and credibility. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member MWember Deputy Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Sulayman b “Abhdullab ibn “Abdul-R.ahman ibn “Abdul-Razzag
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Fatwa no. 5734

0: 1. a man desires to marry a woman to whom he is the Waliy (a legally accountable
person acting for a woman seeking marriage) i.e. he is her cousin who has the right of
offering and acceptance; is it permissible for him to undertake this or does the bride
have to have another Waliy amongst her available “Asabat (relatives in whose line of
relationship no female enters)? 2. Is it permissible for a Ma'dhun {marriage registrant) to
undertake the conclusion of his own contract of marriage? Can he be trusted regarding
recording the conditions which are agreed upon between him and the bride and her
Waliy if two just witnesses are present? What is the ruling if a dispute arises amongst
them regarding such conditions?

A: 1. It is permissible for the Waliy of a woman, for instance her cousin, to assume offering and
acceptance that the marriage contract involves. It is impermissible for the bride to assign another
Waliy amongsther “asabat to assume the acceptance. Howevwer, it is permissible for the concerned
Waliy to authorize someone to do the offering on his behalf while he himself assumes the
acceptance. 2. It is permissible for a Ma'dhun to conclude his own contract of marriage. Moreover,
he is permitted to administer the Shar v {Islamically legaly conditions that the two sides agree upon,
He is to read such conditions for the bride, her \Waliy, and the two just witnesses, If they agree on
them; they all have to sign a paper to that effect. If a dispute then arises, it is to be referred o the
court,
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!
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Fatwa no. 1007

0: The father of a girl has been out of the country for more than ten years. he entrusted
his son to sign her marriage contract. This son was officially entrusted by the father to
be the Wakil {legally accountable person who acts on behalf of another for a specific
permissible matter). Now, is this Wakalah (appointment of a legally accountable person
to act on behalf of another for a specific permissible matter) valid? Is it permissible for
the judge to interfere with the marriage procedures, even in the presence of this
Wakalah?

A: Judging whether this Wakalah is valid or not iz determined by the legal courts, As such, if it is
proven by the judge that the daughter's father made his son a Wakil for him as mentioned in the
guestion and the judge validates the Wakalah, then this Wakil is entitled to sign the marriage contract
and there is no need for the judge. However, if thiz is not proven or is =0 but the judge invalidates
the Wakalah, or it is proven to the judge that the \Wakil is preventing the woman fram marrying, then
the ruler may undertake the duty of signing the marriage contract by himself or he may nominate any
person having the legal capacity to do =0, This is based on the following Hadith in which the Prophet
(peace be upon him) said: "4 Sultan is to act as the Waliy of the one whao has no \Waliy."» (Related

by Abu Dasweud)
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The Sultan here refers to the ruler of a Muslim country, a governor, or a person they nominate o act
on their behalf. May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
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