Concerning the manner of treating
a woman who practices witchcraft

Question:
How could be the treatment of a woman who harms all the members of the family with evil and her use of witchcraft though
the members of the family are peaceful? Benefit us and may Allah reward you.

Answer:

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. Peace and blessing be upon whom Allah sent as a mercy to the
Worlds, upon his Family, his Companions and his Brothers until the Day of Resurrection:

If the persons who live with her are sure that she practices witchcraft and she makes corruption with it, they should complain
her to the governor [the person in authority] in order to punish her with what she deserves as a chastisement for her deed.
Indeed, it is the duty of the governor to save the society from the corruption of the sorcerers in order to secure people from
their evil. Otherwise, they (the members of the family) must avoid her and her evil as much as possible and Allah is the One
Sought for help. This, because witchcraft is forbidden in the Holy Book (Qur’an), in the Sunnah and the Consensus.
Allah Jas 3e said:
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The meaning of the verse:
And they followed [instead] what the devils had recited during the reign of Solomon. It was not Solomon who ¢
disbelieved, but the devils disbelieved, teaching people witchcraft and that which was revealed to the two angels at
Babylon, Hariit and Mariit. But they [i.e., the two angels] do not teach anyone unless they say, “We are a trial. So do
not disbelieve [by practicing witchcraft]”. And [yet] they learn from them that by which they cause separation
between a man and his wife. But they do not harm anyone through it except by the permission of Allah. And they
[i.e., people]| learn what harms them and does not benefit them. But they [i.e., the children of Israel] certainly knew

that whoever purchased it [i.e., witchcraft] would not have in the hereafter any share. And wretched is that for which
.they sold themselves, if only they knew }[Al-Bagara: 102]
He Js5 3= said also:
[69 48] 419 (5l us Ui 2us; Us)
The meaning of the verse:
.And the sorcerer will never succeed wherever he may be } [Taha: 69] ¢
Allah Js5 3= said about Moses with the sorcerers of Pharaoh: . )
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The meaning of the verse: 7 7
And when they had thrown, Moses said, “What you have brought is [only] witchcraft. Indeed, Allah will expose its ¢

.worthlessness. Indeed, Allah does not amend the work of corrupters b [Yanus: 69]
In addition to the Hadith of the Prophet alus 4l s 4)le 4 Lla: “Avoid the seven destroyers”. They asked: “O Messenger of

Allah, what are they?” He answered: “To associate partners with Allah, and witchcraft...” (1)

Al-Imam An-Nawawi mentioned the consensus of scholars about the prohibition of witchcraft. This being said, if her
witchcraft is practiced through devils, then she disbelieves, but if it is practiced by using medicines, then she does not
disbelieve, but she is a disobedient. )

The perfect knowledge belongs to Allah J>s =; and our last prayer is all the praises and thanks are to Allah, the
Lord of the Worlds, and prayers of Allah are to Muhammad and his Family, Companions and Brothers until the Day
of Resurrection.

Algiers on: Rajab 22™, 1427 H
Corresponding to August the 16™, 2006 G.

(1) Reported by Al-Bukhari (2766) and by Muslim (89) from the hadith of Ab{i Hurayra «ic 4 o),






