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Differing with regard to when Ramadhaan begins
Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al-‘Uthaymeen (May Allaah have mercy on him)

Majmoo’ al-Fataawa, 20. [20 s stdll & gena ]
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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy
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Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al-‘Uthaymeen (May Allaah have mercy on him) was asked:

What if the day of ‘Arafah is different because of the moon being sighted at different times

in different countries? Should we fast according to the moon sighting in the country where
we are or according to the moon sighting in al-Haramayn (the two Holy Sanctuaries)?
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He replied: This is based on a difference of opinion among the scholars: Is there only one

moon sighting for the whole world or does it vary according to when the moon rises in
different places?
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The correct view is that it varies according to when the moon rises in different places. For

example, if the moon is sighted in Makkah, and today is the ninth, and it is sighted

elsewhere one day before Makkah, and the day of ‘Arafah in Makkah is the tenth for them,

it is not permissible for them to fast on this day because it is ‘Eed. Similarly if it so happens

that they sight the moon after Makkah, and the 9th in Makkah is the 8th for them, then they

should fast the day that is the 9th for them, which is the 10th in Makkah. This is the correct
view, because the Prophet (May the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said:

“When you see it (the new moon) fast and when you see it break your fast.”

Those who did not see the moon in their own location have not seen it. Just as people are
unanimously agreed that the times for dawn and sunset vary according to their own
location, so too the months are also worked out by location, just like the daily timings.
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