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APl Al Ay

In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

The Explanation of Verse 1 of Sooratul Faatihah

(al-Hamdu lillaahi Rabbil-‘Aalameen)
[All praise and thanks are for Allaah, the lord of all creations.]

Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al-‘Uthaymeen (i 4s3)" said:

"All praise and thanks" (al-Hamd): This word sl (al-Hamd) is used only to describe
someone, out of love and honour, with complete perfection of self, attributes, and actions.
So, Allaah is perfect in his self, his attributes, and his actions. This praising, however, must
be with a condition, it must be made with love and honour. The people of knowledge say
that simply describing someone with perfection yet not out of real love and honour for the
praised one is not called 3:a (Hamd). Rather, in that case it would only be called 73 (Madh)
(a lesser degree of praise or admiration). Therefore, this (second) type of praising occurs
often from people while they may not really love the one they are praising. Often, they only
want to gain something from them. For example, some poets stand before their
government leaders and recite poetry of amazing praiseworthy descriptions of them yet
void of any real love for them. The poets’ love is for the wealth they are given or they do
this out of fear of the leaders. On the contrary, our praise for our lord is a form of praise out
of love and honour. So, "All praise and thanks" is to praise the one described with total
perfection out of love and honour for him.

The J (al-) in Al (al-Hamd) is inclusive, meaning that it includes all forms of praise and
thanks.

"are for Allaah" (lillaahi): The J (li) is to show possession and a sense of deserving. The
name “Allaah” is the proper name of our lord ( J=s 3= ) and no one else is given this name; it
means the one god that is worshipped out of love and honour.

! e AJ‘%J) (rahimahullaah) May Allaah have mercy on him

For more works of Shaykh Uthaymeen please go to Uthaymeen.com uthaymeen.com
The Fageeh of the Era

Page 1



Explaining Soorah al-Faatihah - Verse 1

"the lord" (Rabb): The word "lord" here includes three main descriptions: the creator, the
owner, and the controller of all affairs. So, he is the creator of all that exists, the owner of all
that exists, and the controller of everything.

"of all creations" (al-‘Aalameen): As for the word “‘Aalameen”, the scholars say it refers to
anything and everything other than Allaah. Everything else besides Allaah is described with
this word because the very existence of everything is a sign or indication (in Arabic: Aalam)
that they have a creator (=35 =) In every form of creation there is a sign indicating the
existence of its creator, his capability, wisdom, mercy, power, and the rest of his attributes
of lordship.

Points of Benefit of al-Faatihah, Verse 1:

1. One of the beneficial points we gain from this verse is the affirmation of praise of
perfection to Allaah ( J=s 3= ). This is shown by the “al-” in the word “al-Hamd” because this
definite article in Arabic grammar is inclusive to include all forms or praise and gratitude.

2. It also shows that Allaah alone deserves all forms of praise and gratitude. For this reason,
the prophet (i« & 1) used to say whenever something happened he was happy with:

CilallEall 45 At L_;;E\ & Axall

All praise and thanks are for Allaah by whose favour righteous deeds are fulfilled.

And he would say when if something did not please him:

J\AJqu;‘mw\

All praise and thanks are for Allaah in all situations.?

3. Another point of benefit from the verse is the description of Allaah with his sole right to
worship first before describing him with his lordship. This is either indicated because the
name “Allaah” is his proper name, specific to him and the source of all the rest of His names;
or it is due to the fact that the people the messengers were sent to used to only deny
Allaah’s sole right to worship. Most of the people did not deny Allaah’s lordship (that he is
the creator, owner, and controller of everything).

4. This verse also proves Allaah’s complete lordship over all of the creations due to his
statement: "The lord of all creations."

% Recorded by Ibn Maajah (no. 3803) and al-Haakim in his “Mustadrak” (1/449) and he said, “This hadeeth has an
authentic chain of narrators.” adh-Dhahabee agreed with him. The famous hadeeth scholar, al-Albaanee, said it is
“hasan” in “Saheeh Sunan lbn Maajah” (no. 3066).
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