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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

What is the ruling on backbiting an unknown person, such that his name is not
mentioned?

Shaykh al-Uthaymeen (i 4xa0)":

Their statement: ‘There is no backbiting when the person is unknown.” This is correct with
the condition that if the unknown person is searched for, he will not become known.
(Meaning if someone tries to find out who you are speaking about they will not be able to
do so)
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! (%! 42a7) (rahimahullaah) May Allaah the Most High have mercy on him
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