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Question: What is the correct explanation for the Prophet's (sl.; 4l 4 .12)! saying: "The one who knows
the most Qur'aan should lead the people in prayer..."?

Answer: Shaykh al-Albaanee (& sy First of all, the hadeeth is found in Saheeh Muslim. The correct
stance with regard to its meaning is to take it in its literal sense. And it is the memorisation of the
Book of Allaah and proficiency in reciting it, contrary to what some people believe it to mean, such
as understanding it, even though there is no recitation and memorization.

What directs us to this understanding is the hadeeth [in Saheeh al-Bukhaaree] of the young
companion 'Amr Ibn Salamah («e & .=,)® who was the Imaam for his people in spite of him being the
youngest amongst them. This was because he was the one who had memorised the most from the
Book of Allaah amongst them. And there is not mentioned in this hadeeth what indicates something
else by which this companion became distinguished, other than the recitation and the
memorisation, without the mention of understanding it.

This is especially the case since, commonly, it is very rare for the one who has memorized the most
to not be from among those who possess understanding of it, let alone be from those ignorant of
figh. And this is quite clear, all praise be to Allaah.

! (Awsade 4 La) May the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him
2 (4 42s)) (rahimahullaah) May Allaah have mercy on him
3 (43e 4} =) (rad iyallaahu ‘anhu) May Allaah be pleased with him
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