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Questioner: A person catches one rak’ah of Fajr prayer, but he forgetfully gives salaam 

along with the Imaam, should the prostrations for forgetfulness be done before or after the 

salaam? 

Shaykh al-Albaanee ( ُرَحِمَهُ الل)
1: [Firstly] he doesn’t prostrate for forgetfulness until he has 

separated from the Imaam. When he forgets if he wants to he can prostrate before the 

salaam or after it, the well-known elaboration that if he added something to the prayer then 

it is … after and vice-versa, some of the hadeeths serve as evidence for this elaboration but 

when all of them are brought together it becomes clear that the person who is forgetful in 

his prayer has the option of either giving salaam [and then prostrating] and that is better 

outright, or if he wants to he can give salaam after he finishes the prostrations for 

forgetfulness.2 

                                                           
1
 May Allaah the Most High have mercy on him (rahimahullaah) (رَحِمَهُ اللُ ) 

2
 Al-Hudaa wan-Noor, 259. 
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