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One of the right-acting first generatlops used to go mtentlonally to the
market to remember Allah in it in the midst of the people of forgetfulness
[of His remembrance].

Two men from among them met in the market and one of them saiq to
his companion, “Come let us remember Allah among the neglectful people,”
and they went apart in a place and remembered Allah. Then later they sepa-
rated. Later one of them died and the other met him in his dream. So he
said to him, “I was given to know that Allah forgave us the evening we met
in the market.”

SECTION: ON SPECIFIC APPOINTED DHIKRS IN THE DAY AND THE NIGHT

It is well known that Allah & made it obligatory for the Muslims to re-
member Him five times every day and night by establishing the five prayers
in their prescribed times, and He prescribed for them along with these five
obligations that they should remember Him with other optional (nafilah) acts.

And optional (nafilah) is extra, so that that should be over and above the five
prayers. This is of two sorts:
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Remembrance of Allah
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As for remembrance with the tongue, it is laid down to be done at every
moment, and it is emphasised at some momenits. ;

Examples of times when it is emphasised to remember Allah are: imme-
diately after the obligatory prayers, and that one remember Allah after each
prayer of them one hundred times with a mixture of Subhdnalliah — Glory
be to Allah, al-hamdu lillah - praise belongs to Allah, Allahu akbar — Allah is
greater, and la ilaha illa’llah - There is no god but Allah.

Itis also desirable to remember Him after the two prayers after which there
are no optional prayers [allowed], which are the Fajrand “Asr, and so it is
laid down to remember Allah after the prayer of Fajruntil the sun rises, and
after ‘Asr untl the sun sets. For this reason, Allah, exalted is He, commands
His remembrance in these two times in many places in the Qur’an, such as
in His saying: S
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“Remember your Lord in yourself humbly and fearfully, withous loudnesg
of voice, morning and evening. Do not be one of the unaware ™ and His
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“and glorify your Lord with praise before the ris’ing of the sun and before
it sets.”"

The best remembrance done at these two times are the prayers of Fajrand
of ‘Asrwhich are the best prayers, about each of which it has been said that they
are the midmost prayer, and that they are the two loved ones [lit: cool] which
whoever safeguards them will enter the Garden. Next to them in the times of
remembrance is the night; for this reason the glorification of the nightandits
salahare mentioned after the mention of these two times in the Qur’an.

[When mentioned] without any qualification remembrance includes salah,
recitation of the Qur’an and learning and teaching it, useful knowledge, just
as it includes glorification, praise, magnification and (a ilaha illa’llah— There
is no god but Allah. Among our companions there are those who regard
recitation of Qur'an as being weightier than glorification and the like after

Fajrand “Asr. Al-Awza'T was asked about that and he said, “Their guidance
was remembrance of Allah, but if one recites then it is good.” The apparent
meaning of this is that remembrance at this time is better than recitation,
alldlshaqspokc similarly about glorification right after the obligatory prayers
one hunglred times, “It is better than recitation at that time.” The acts of re-
rance and supplications which are transmitted from the Prophet % for

ning are very many,




Remembrance of Allah

Itis also recommended to fill the time between the two night prayers [ Magh-
riband ‘Isha’] with prayer and remembrance, and we have seen previously the
hadith of Anas that about that was revealed His saying, exalted is He:
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“Their sides eschew their beds.™

Itis recommended to delay the prayer of “/sha until one third of the night
as sound hadith show — and this is the madhhab of Imam Ahmad and others
- so that one does this prayer in the best time for it which is the end of its
time, and the person who waits for this prayer in congregation in this first
third of the night occupies himself in prayer or remembrance waiting for the
prayer in the mosque. Then later when he prays ‘/sha’and he prays after it
those established Sunnah prayers which follow it or he performs the witrafter
that if he wishes to do the witr before sleeping.

Then when he goes to his bed after that to sleep, then it is recommended
for him only to sleep in purity [having done wudi’] and in remembrance,
and to glorify, praise and say Allahu akbar— Allah is greater to the number
of one hundred, as the Prophet % taught Fatimah and ‘Ali to do when they
went to bed,* and that he should do as much as he is able of the acts of re-
membrance transmitted from the Prophet % to be done at sleep, and there
are many types including recitation of Qur’an and remembrance of Allah,
and then one should sleep in that state.

Then if one wakes up at night and turns about on one’s bed one should re-
member Allah each time one turns. There is in Sahih al-Bukhari from ‘Ubadah
that the Prophet % said, “Whoever wakes up at night and says:
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‘There is no god but Allah alone without associate. His is the kingdom
and His is the praise, and He is able to do all things. Glory be to Allah, praise

belongs to Allah, there is no god but Allah and Allah is greater, and there is
no power and no strength but by Allah,” and then says: 5
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‘Lord forgive me,’” - or he said, “and then he supplicates, he will be an-
swered. Then if he has a high resolve, performs wugi’and prays, his prayer
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“Praise belongs to Allah Who made me live after he made me die, and 1o
Him is the raising to life.”"

Then when he stands up and does wudii’ and tahajjud, he does all of that
according to what is transmitted from the Prophet % and concludes his ta-
hajjud by seeking forgiveness in the pre-dawn, as Allah praises those who seek
forgiveness in the pre-dawn. Then when it is the dawn, he prays two rak ahs of
fajr, and then prays the Fajr prayer, and is busy after the Fajr prayer with the
remembrance which is transmitted until sunrise according to what we have
already mentioned. Whoever’s condition is according to what we have men-
tioned, then his tongue does not cease to be moist with the remembrance of
Allah, and he chooses remembrance as a constant companion in his waking
moments until he sleeps in that condition, and then begins again with it
when he wakes up, and that is one of the sure indications of sincere love, as

_one of them said:

The last thing is You at every slumber
and the first thing is You at the moment when I stir.

The first thing that a person does throughout the day and the night of
those things which are of benefit in his din and in his world, then in all of
that generally it is laid down that he should remember the name of Allah over
it. Thus it is laid down that he should remember the name of Allah over his
eating and drinking, his dressing, and his sexual intercourse with his wife, his
entering his house and his going out of it, his entering the toilet and leaving
it, his mounting his riding beast and he should mention the name of Allah
over that which he slaughters both in his rites and elsewhere; he should praise

52 AtTirmidhi (3526)

59 Abii Dawid (5042)

54 An-Nasd'lin ‘Amal alyawm wa'Haylah (807-9)

55 Not found in the published version of Musnad Ahmad
56 Al-Bukhari (6312) and Muslim (2711)
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Remembrance of Allah
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“those who, when they act indecently or wrong themselves, remember
Allah and ask forgiveness for their bad actions,”s” Whoever safeguards all of

that, then his tongue will continuously be moist with the remembrance of
Allah in all of his states.

SECTION ON CONCISE COMPREHENSIVE DHIKRS
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