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" The Qur'an claims for itself that it is 'mubeen,’ or clear, but if you look at it,

you will notice that every fifth sentence or so simply doesn't make sense.

Many Muslims will tell you otherwise, of course, but the fact is that a fifth of

the Qur'anic text is just incomprehensible. This is what has caused the

traditional anxiety regarding translation. If the Qur'an is not comprehensible, if

q\;\ it can't even be understood in Arabic, then it's not translatable into any
K/Q language. That is why Muslims are afraid. Since the Qur'an claims repeatedly

to be clear but is not-there is an obvious and serious contradiction.
Something else must be going on.”

(Retneved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerd_R._Puin)
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....As to how they were conducted we have no trustworthy information, tradition being

(11)

here too much under the influence of dogmatic presuppositions
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..... But essentially political object of putting an end to controversies by admitting only
one form of the common book of religion and of Iaw this measures was nec&eaary.(lZ)

e B S (Arthur Jeftery) P 2 2 Tl (Blachere) ™ fuy
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It seems to me highly probable that this second redaction took this simple form, Zaid
read off from the codex which he had previously written...... (16)
-~ C’dqu_‘a Q;/'}J‘[L':Q‘i ,,gyéjzéuf)',,,/? SIeTe]
Othman's Koran was not complete some passages are evidently fragmentry and few
detached pieces are still extent which were originally part of the Koran. although have been
omitted by Zaid. Amongst these are some which there is no reason to suppose Mohammad

(17)

desired to suppress.
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Zaid may easily have overlooked a few stray fragments, but he purposly ommited any
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thing he believed to belong to the Koran isvery unlike.(18)
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In thisway there arose a perplexing confusion of readings and in place of the striving for

uniformity that one would have expected people became accustomed to unlimited liberty in
these matters so that did not hesitate to substitute for particular words their synonyms or to
insert short explainatory additions. This freedom was all the more unbredled in its
development as the unmayed caliphs had little feeling on such question and preferred to take

care that passions were not aroused by state interference in such matters. (34)

ASe Y O Cdo Jotdie y Olegdge 3,409 gl (1930 ow JIYS S



www.KitaboSunnat.com

------ TG
J/‘a e 12l d)’/ﬁé.ztﬁ‘,l L Encyclopaediaof Islam
S 3wl U & 2 P EMs S E Lnin g AT
g b 12 S S el AUy e AT
If this is correct it is no wonder that others took still greater liberties. Various
circumstances contributed to the continual variationsin the form of the text. (36)
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Perhaps because in the extreme ambiguity and imperfection of the arabic script he alone
could interpret the first edition with certai nity.(38)
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"To begin with it is quite certain that when the Prophet died there was no collected,
collated, arranged body of material of his revelations. What we have is what could be
gathered together somewhat later by the leaders of the community when they began to
feel the need of a collection of the Prophet's proclamations and by that time much of it
was lost, and other portions could only be recorded in fragmentary form. There is a
quite definite and early Tradition found in several sources which says, "The Prophet of
Allah was taken before any collection of the Qur'an had been made". Muslim
orthodoxy holds that the Prophet himself could neither read nor write. But in our
generation both Professor Torrey of Yale and Dr. Richard Bell of Edinburgh, working
independently of each other, have concluded that the internal evidence in the Qur'an
itself points to the fact that he could write, and that for some time before his death he
been busy preparing material for a Kitab, which he would leave to his people as their
Scripture, to be to them what the Torah was to the Jews or the Injil to the Christians.

Thereis, indeed, an uncanonical tradition current among the Shi'a, that the Prophet had
made a collection of passages of his revelations written on leaves and silk and
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parchments, and just before his death told his son-in-law Ali where this material was
kept hidden behind his couch, and bade him take it and publish it in Codex form. It is
not impossible that there was such a beginning at a collection of revelation material by
the Prophet himself, and it is also possible that Dr. Bell may be right in thinking that
some at least of this material can he detected in our present Qur'an. Nevertheless there
was certainly no Qur'an existing as a collected, arranged, edited book, when the
Prophet died...Here, however, we have our first stage in the history of the text of the
Qur'an. There could not be a definitive text while the Prophet was still alive, and
abrogation of earlier material or accessions of fresh material were always possible.
With his death, however, that situation ended, and we have what was preserved of the
revelation material, partly in written form, partly in oral form, in the hands of the
community, and tending to become the special care of a small body of
specidists... The text thus obtained Tradition regards as officially promulgated by Abu
Bakr, and so the first Recension of the text of the Qur'an. Modern criticism is willing
to accept the fact that Abu Bakr had a collection of revelation material made for him,
and maybe, committed the making of it to Zaid b. Thabit. It is not willing to accept,
however, the claim that this was an official recension of the text. All we can admit is
that it was a private collection made for the first Caliph Abu Bakr. Some scholars deny
this, and maintain that Zaid's work was done for the third Caliph, Uthman, but as
'Uthman was persona non grata to the Traditionists, they invented a first recension by
Abu Bakr so 'Uthman might not have the honour of having made the first Recension.”

(http://www.bible.calislam/library/Jeffery/thg.htm
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" 96, 68, 73, 74, 111, 81, 87, 92, 89, 93, 94, 103, 100, 108, 102, 107, 109, 105,
113, 114, 112, 53, 80, 97, 91, 85, 95, 106, 101, 75, 104, 77, 50, 90, 86, 54, 38, 7,
72, 36, 25, 35, 19, 20, 56, 26, 27, 28, 17, 10, 11, 12, 15, 6, 37, 31, 34, 39, 40, 41
42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 51, 88, 18, 16, 71, 14, 21, 23, 32, 52, 67, 69, 70, 78, 79, 82, 84,
30, 29, 83, 2, 8, 3, 33, 60, 4, 99, 57, 54, 13, 55, 76, 65, 98, 59, 110, 24, 22, 63, 58
49, 66, 61, 62, 64, 48, 9, 5." (Materials: Codex of Ja'far Al-Sadiq)
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