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How these revelations actually arose in Muhummad's

mind is @ question which is almost as idle to discuss as

it would be to analyze the workings of the mind of a

poel. In his early career, somelimes perhaps in its later

stages also, many revelations must have burst from hirm

in uncontrollable excitement, so that he could not

possibly regard them otherwise than as divine

inspivations, We must bear in mind that he was no cold

@yygiwm,ﬁouyay 0,409 £ 9 (R v Ol 29 SYS e



R e

[24) { odrsasols
oills .

www.KitaboSunnat.com

o
-

systematic thinker, but an Oriental visionary. brought
up in crass superstition. and without Intellectual
discipline; a man whose nervous temperament hud heen
powerfully worked on by ascetic austerities. and who
was all the more irritated by the opposition he
encountered, because he had little of the heroic in his
nature. Filled with his religious ideas and visions e
might well fancy he heard the angel bidding him to

recite what was said to him.
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Uthman's Qur'an was not complete. Some passages are

evidently fragmentary; and a few detached pieces are

still extant which were originally parts of the Qur'an,
although they have been omitted by Zaid. Amongst these
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are some which there is no reason to suppose
Muhammad desired to suppress. Zuaid may easily have
overlooked a few stray fragments, but that he purposely
omitted anything which he believed to belong to the
Qur'an is very unlikely. It has been conjectured that in
deference to his superiors he kept out of the book the
names of Muhammad's enemies. if they or their famifies

came afierwards to be respected.
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When the Surahs are arranged in the chronological

order of their composition and compared with the
events in Muhammad's life, we see that there is much
truth in the statement that the passages were—not, as
Muslims say, revealed. but--composed from time to
time, as occasion reguired, to sanction each new
departure made by Muhammad. The Qur'an is a faithful
mirvor of the life and character of its author. It breathes
the air of the desert, it enables us to hear the
battle-cries of the Prophet's followers as they rushed ro
the onset, it reveals the working of Muhammad's own
mind, and shows the gradual declension of his
character as he passed from the earnest and sincere
though visionary enthusiast into the conscious impostor

and open sen.\ruahls't.0

Il MKl T 0TI e &5 i A1 ¥ s

A 1o S £ Py in Five Sos i £ sy
LA = B e LT 2 Qe (UL gt
Krufu’(?,_,-@ St G el Gladblfls e d
e UBUTIe B dp 3o 3 8 S 5t 1 6
SR E S er e N 806\ n ey £ 2§56
S AT AL U Sl i it Ut p it
J’Vc. Lﬂf‘ﬁ/}f&b’. 'J_;I'J)l iy ju:/y_fuT;ud -l ?

@yygiwm,ﬁouyay 0,409 £ 9 (R v Ol 29 SYS e



www.KitaboSunnat.com

J30L) g e 13 13 k

: -d‘-'-Jyéuv(ﬁ?(ﬂ”/gggf‘f-ﬂkﬂik;&@J"vw}
Lol MY e S Vs & BV e

Llsas e Susrl Jbuuﬂ/ﬂul by ¥ (Sources) 2 Le*
£ S Bt i HF pur 2% Ut (Pagan Center) £ G5!
i uF e Ut ..a/J 4‘1— = 4../1# ...J/J'la u."_'h’

- ui "Tnfluence of Ancient Arabian Beliefs and Practices”

bW Jiss
It is clear, from all that has been said, that the first
source of Islam is to be found in the religious beliefs

and practices of the Arabs of Muhammad's day. From
this heathen source, too, Islam has derived the practice
of Polygamy and that of slavery, both of which, though
adding nothing to their evil effects in other respects,
Muhammad sanctioned for all time by his own adoption
of them. ®
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Faith, Repentance, Heaven and Hell, the Devil and his
Angels, the heavenly Angels. Gabriel the Messenger of
God, are specimens acquired from some Jewish source,
either current or ready for adoption. Similarly familiar
were the stories of the Fall of Man. the Flood, the
destruction of the Cities of the Plain, &c. — so that
there was an extensive substratum of crude ideas

bordering upon the spiritual, ready to the hand of
Muhammad,
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In his youth, we are told, Muhammad heard the

preaching of Quss, the Bishop of Najran, and he met
many monks and saw much of professing Christians
when he visited Syria as a trader before his assumption
of the prophetic Qﬁ'ice.‘a
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It mav be safely concluded that, since the tales of the
kings of Persia were of interest to the Arabs and they
had heard of Rustam and Isfandiyar. they are unlikely
1o huve heen yuite ignorant of the story of Jamshid. Nor
is il probable that the Persian fubles regarding the
ascension to heaven uf Arta Viraf and of Zoroaster
hefore him, their descriptions of Paradise and the
Bridge of Chinvat and tile tree Hvapah, the legend of
Ahriman's coming up out of primaeval darkness, and
many other such marvellous tales, had remained
entiretv wtknown to the Arabs. If they were known, it
was natural thar Muhammad showld have made some
use of them, as he did of Christian and Jewish
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Everyone of the puin principles which we hm'e Jound
mentioned us nculeated by Zaid is dwelt upon in the
Qur'un also. Amaony these may be inscanced. (1) the
profibition of kitling wijant daughters by burving them
alive, according re the cruel custom of the Arabs of the
time: {2) the acknowledement of the Uniny of God: (3)
the rejection of idolatry and the worship of Al-Luai.
Al-"Uzza and the other deities of the people: (4) the
promise of future happiness in Paradise or the
"Garden", {3) the warning of the punishment reserved
in hell for the wicked; (6] the denunciation of God's
wrath upon the "Unbelizvers™: and (7) the application
of the titles Ar Rahman (the Merciful). Ar Rabb (the
Lord). and Al Ghatur (the Forgiving) to God. Moreover,
caid and all the other reformers (Hanifs) claimed to be
searching for the "Religion of Abrahum." Besides all
this, the Qur'an repeatediy, though indirectly, speaks of
Abraham as a Hanif. the chosen title of Zaid and his
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To begin with it is quite certain that when the Prapher

died there was no collected, collated, arranged bodyv of

material of his revelations. What we have is what conld

be gathered together somewhai later by the leaders of

the community when they began to feel the need of a

collection of the Prophet's proclamations and by thar

time much of it was lost, and other portions could only

be recorded in fragmentary form. There s a guite

definite and eariv Tradition found in several sources

whicl says, "The Prophet of Allah was faken before any

collection of the Qur'un had been made.
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Muslim orthodaxy holds that the Prophet himself could
neither read nov write., But in our generation both
Professor Torrey of Yale and Dr. Richard Bell of
Edinburgh, working independently of each other. have
concluded that the internal evidence in the Qur'an itself
points to the fact that he could write. and that for some
time before his death he heen busy preparing material
for a Kitab, which he would leave to his people as thely
Seripture. to be to them what the Torah was to the Jews
or the jil to the Christians. There is, indeed. un

uncanonical tradition current among the Shi'a, that the
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Prophet had made a collection of passages of his
revelations writtenr on leaves and silk and parchments,
and just before his death told his son-in-law Ali where
this material was kept hidden behind his couch, and
bude him take iv and publish it in Codex form. It is not
impossible that there was such a beginning at u
collection af revelation material by the Prophet himself.
and it is also possible that Dy. Bell may be right in
thinking that some at least of this mareriul can he

derected in our present Qur'an
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Nevertheless there was certainly no Qur'an existing as a

collected, arvanged. edited book, when the Prophe:
died...Here, however, we have our first stuge in the
history of the text of the Qur'an. There could nut be a

definitive text while the Prophet was still alive, and

abrogation of earlier material or accessions of fresh

material were always possible.
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Modern criticism is willing fo accept the fact that 4hu
Bakr had a collection of revelation material made for
him, and maybe, committed the making of it to Zaid b.
Thabit. It is not willing to accept, however, the cluim
that this was an official recension of the text. All we can
admir is that it was a private collection made for the
first Caliph Abu Bakr. Some scholars deny this, and
mainiain that Zaid's work was done for the third Caliph,
Uthman, but as 'Uthman was persona non grata 1o the
Traditionists, they invented a first recension by Abu
Bakr so Uthman might not have the honowr of having

made the first Recension.
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Christian polemicists from the nineteenth
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Muhammad not only adopted many of the ancient habits
and religions rites of the hearhen Arabs und
incorpovared them into Islam. but that he wus also
guilty of plagiarism in borrowing parts of certain verses
of Imraw’'! Qais. an ancient Arabic poet. These. it is
asserted, mav still he found in the Qur'an. I have even
heard a story to the effect that one day when Fatimuh.
Muhammad's duughter. was reciting the verse "The
Howr has come near and the Moon has split asunder”
(Surah LIV, Al Qamar. 1), a daughter of the poet was
present and said 1o her "That is a verse from one of my
father's poems. and vour father has stofen it and
pretended that he received it from God. " This tale is
probably false, for hnran'l (Qals died ahowt the year 340
of the Christian era while Muhammad was nor Born 1ill
A.D. 570, "the year of the Efep!mm,‘@

e D_‘(:_.}’fgéj‘c._xgvﬂu
In a Lithagraphed editinn of the Mu'allagar, which [
ebtained in Persia. however, I found at the end of the
whole volume certain Odes there attributed to Imrau'l
Qus, though not recognized as his in any other edition
of his poems which [ have seen. In these pieces of
doubtful authorshipl found the verses yuorcd below 1.
Though they contain some obvious blundors, [ think it
best to give them without correction. The passages
marked with a line above them occur also in the Qur'an
(Surah LIV., Al Qamar, 1, 29, 31, 46 Swrah XCHI,
Adduha’, Suroh XXT. Al Anbiva 96: Suralt XXXVIIL. As
Saffat. 59). except that in some of the words there is a

slight difference, though the meaning is the same. It iv
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clear therefore that there is some connexion hetwevs

these fines and the similar verses of the Qur'an.
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The Sources of the Quranic are unmistakenable.
Christian, Jewish and Arab hesthenl. .
J_;Z'_I;)iw..{f Kgd?}fsl(wif;gwguglul{z J/"V
s I I AL Fetle e Jie 1 o d
dlsrp 0 e Uy e Sus & Agp »url/’ TEL
jJC‘L_,“;/’ f¢ vJ/L, RV ('Jr'c:_. U‘U/Jj’ JE u”“)i‘f

’!Jaoﬂgi’r‘/r‘)\j ik Q".../}/zl)’: d/,u!._ﬂ—fu“ L,"L PICHNEY
&onr Qs U I LS s s I 2
In spite of traditions to the effect that the picture of
Jesus was found on one of the pillars of Ka'aba, there is
no good evidence of any sears of Christianity in the
Hijaz or in the near neighbourhood of Makkah or even
of Mea'r'na.®
Hamilton Alexander Rosskeen Gibb JUJ'U'(’S
LN ALEG e L oiny 814 (41921.1A30)
C‘J—J:’L UIGGJ}' Fany UIJL}' dJL;dTl '..(' o UJ/""'U;}JJJ[
st TR L B (Lbfl/”J’/lJ;lzi.f;bf-l:quw
Q'MJM,JIL sWsA L T S Y e
In view of the close commercial relation between Mecca
and Yemen it would be natural to assume that some
religious ideas were carried to Mecca with the caravans
of spices and woven stuffs, and there are details of
vacabulary in the Quran which give colour to this
assumplion.
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In the carliest period of his preaching Mohammed's
utterances were delivered in a sinewy oracular stvle
cast into short rhyvmed phrases, often obscure und
sometimes preceded by one or move formal oaths. This
stvle is admittedly that of the ancient kahins or Arabiun
aracle-mangers. and it [s not surprising tha!
Mohammed's opponents should have charged him with
being just anviher such kahin. For this and other
reasons his stvle gradually loosened out into u simpler
but still rhetorical prose: and as social denunciations
and eschatological visions passed into historical
nurrative, and that in e ot Meding into legislation
and topical addresses. Litrle was left of its original
stvlistio features but a loose rhivme or assorance
marking the end of each verse, now anything from ten to
sixty words long.

A G K AT Ldﬁwfﬁ.wd‘iaw
= &S e &La,bff’:f e LT

Whatever may have heen the channels through which
these ideas reuched Mohammed. the fear of God's
wrath to come’ dominated his thought throughouwt his

later life. It was for him not only, nor even chicfly, a
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weapon with which to threaten his opponents, hut the
incentive to piefy and good works of every kind.
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Whereas Springer says that Muhammad (SAWS)
meditate in isolation. in this way his power of
imagination increased, the fits of epilepsy enhanced,
this condition betraved him and led him 1o

misunderstanding that it was divine revelation.

L/”’;_’J’d_;fﬂnla.d:.«*“c; JbJJ/ﬁf:JbLJ'
S ()K_«lubu.{: JJJ},Q‘_.../ V’/(u”/’/‘f") < LUI/
Mg i Te g Tt denGbed GlR Tl ed i er
_H._/JJIJLJ/:_,

uf) Jfr’ﬁé‘fwl/""fa ¢/ ¥ Royston Plke.,CL S
o :/J‘éh@ﬁujf‘gf’kgfuabﬂf‘u- )JL—JJU'
Tl T U

Royston Pike has written about the condition of

revelation that the Muhammad (SAWS) fainted and

expressed the maost. nonsense views. He says

Muhammad (SAWS) heard mysterious veices, he

experience sirange events, sometimes he (SAWS) began

to tremble and then he (SAWS) fainted on his muscles
distracted. in the chill cold. his face began to wel due 1o

sweat.®
Ji € Alford T. Welch &5 3 e ot T L A
il Kﬁlﬁﬂdﬁ:':. |}L§$‘(Uf‘f{:‘/g5u";./<.
The Qur an is the name of evolution in the thinking of
Muhammad.
Fiw e L e B Lg 0T L o
. e-},:ﬂ/_ (Auditory Visual Hallucination)
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Sometimes he |Muhammad] may have heard the waords
heing spoken to him. but for most part he seems simph
to have “found them in his heart” Whatever the precise
"mamner of revelation” -and several different 'munners’
were listed by Mustim scholars- the important pomns is
that the message was not the product of Muhammad's
conseious mind. He believed he could easily distinguish
between his own thinking and these revelanons. His
sincerity in this belief must he accepted by the maodern
historian, for this alone makes credible the development
of a great religion. The further question, however,
whether the messages came from Muhammad's
unconscious, or the collective unconscious functioning
in him. or from some divine source, Is hevond the

competence of the historian.
JB g SA AL s o e S e s AL
.:,u‘éy‘fv( {simple communication of thought without words)
it S S A sl utguT}.fw"_c;_
- Sii"gj.’.'&uc‘_ Iy J)tﬁfc:_ fJﬁ_ft’J:,L AL RS (Lﬁfeff
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1o say that Muhammad was sincere does not imply that
he was correct in his beliefs. A man mavbe sincere but
mistaken. The modern Westerner has not difficulty in
showing how Muhammad may have been mistaken.
What seems to a man to come from ‘outside himself’ may

actually come f} om his uncenscious.
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7 Since its first publication in 1953, the interpretation by A.J.

Arberry has continued to be a vital influence over the decades

Today, it has come to be regarded as one of the most authoritative,

faithful. fluid, and readable interpretations ot the Qur'an,

recommended by academics and general readers alike. Rendered

into accessible English verse. this text continues to be praised for

its language. literary quality. and its even-handed approach,

making it valuable not only for those new to the Qur'an, but also

for bitingual Muslims, non-Arabic-speaking students of the Quran,

and a wide range of other readers. (Accessed 30 June, 2014, from
http://www.oxfordis1amicstudies.com/Publicfbook_t!-;i.html)

8- Arthur John Arberry. Accessed 30 June, 2014, from

hitp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_John_Arberry.
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John Edward Wansbrough, Quranic Studies: Sources and Methods

of Scriptural Interpretation. Prometheus Books, 2004, pp. 122-227

15- William Montgomery Watt, Accessed 30 June. 2014, from

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wil!iam'Monlgomery_Watt.

16- Their accoums will be re-examined in the light of studies by Gold
Ziber and Schacht. (John Burton, The Collection of The Qur'aan,
Cambridge University Press, 1979, p. 5)

17- Ibid, p. 2235,

18- Ibid., pp. 239-240.

19- Ibid.. p. 72.

20~ Ibid., p. 160.

21- Ibid., p. 239,

22- Ibid., p. 232

23- Ibn Warraq, Accessed 30 June, 2014, from
hitp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lbn_Warrag.

24- Ibid.

25- Frangois de Blois, "Review of [bn Warraq's The Origins Of The

Koran: Classic Essays On Islam’s Holy Book", Journal Of The
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In those weeks, I truly entered into the spirit of Islam ta

such an extent that ultimately I became inwardly
convinced that I myself was a Muslim, and Judiciously
discovered that this was the only religion which, even in

its doctrinal and official formulation, can satisfy
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philosophic minds. My ideal was to elevate Judaism to a

similar rational level Islam. as my experience taught
me, is the only religion, in which superstitious and
heathen ingredients are not frowned upon by
rationalism, but by orthodox doctrine.
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In the midst of the thousands of the plous. { rubbed my
forehead against the floor of the mosque. Never in my
life was I more devout, more truly devout, than on thar
exalted Friday. ¢
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And after his [Prophet PBUH ] death they added many
salutary sayings which were thought 16 be in accord
with his sentiments and could therefore. in their view-
legitimately be ascribed to him. or of whose soundness
they were in general convinced These ahadiths dealt
with the religious and legal practices which had been
developed under the Prophet and were regarded as
setting the norm for the whole Islamic world They
formed the basic material of hadith, °
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: Official influence on the invention. dissemination and
suppression of traditions started very early. An
intruction given to his obedient governor ul-Mughirah
by Muawiyah-I is in the spirit of Ummayyads. Do not
tire of abusing and insulting Ali and calling for God's
mercifulness for Uthman.
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Jwéum;glm,&‘fgj_v_;w_mééuil/‘;f'wuli_;w
| Zu_?b‘lﬁ”iu'!_.ufd/dg[)lgc_u“&&}j
Thus the hadith led in the first century a troubled
existence, in silent opposition 10 the ruling element
which worked in the opposite direction. The pious
cultivated and disseminated in their orders the little that
they had saved from early times or acquired by
communication. They also fabricated new marerial for
which they could expect recognition only in a small
COMMUNILY.
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This must not lead us to believe that during this period

theologians were alone at work on the tradition. The

ruling power iself was not idle. If it wished an apinion
L J
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to be generally recognized and the opposition of piouy
circles silenced, it too had to know how to discover 7
hadith to suit its purpose. They had to do what their
opponents did: invent, or have invented, hadiths in their
turn. And that is in effect what they did. \'g
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The Prophet, it says in a tradition in al—Bukhari}- yave
the ader to kill all dogs except hunting and sheep dogs.
Umar's son was told that Abyu fHuravra also hands down
the words: but with the exception of farm dogs as well.’
Umar's sons says to this: Abu Hurayra awns cornfield.
l.e. he has a vested interest in handing down the order
with the addition that furm dogs should be spared as
well. This remark of Ibn Umar is characteristic of the
doubt about the good faith of the transmilters that
existed even in the earliest period of the formation of
radition. ¢
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The importance of a critical study of legual traditios for
our research into the origins of Muhammadan
Jurisprudence is therefore vbvious. This book will be
Jound to confirm Goldziher's results. and to go bevond
them in the following respects: a agreat many tradition
in the classical and other collections were put into
circulation only after Shafi'i's Iime.Q
(Umayyad 17 6T €0 76 A8F purt e e Jpgesie
WL e s FTL Caliphates 661-750)
In any case. it is safe to say that Muhammadan legal
science started in the later part of the Umaivad period,
taking the legal practice of the time as its raw material
and endorsing. modifying, or refecting it ¢

5}/:’.&1!—-"4. JL—*J'”Q‘JJU)W '/Q L}dd V’/K._)lr
1u,, /r»’(_/_.bi Z:*L"JJL’('UJJ'JJL['U By T QJ' o
The aim of Part [l is to show that a consideruble
number of legal traditions, which appear 1n the
classical collections. originated after Malik and
.S'ha'ﬁ'i.<3>
el w2 Sl i b AL b (6
e UKL proeria.
The aim of the present chapter is to provide a firm
Starting point for the systematic use of traditions as
documents for the development of legal doctrine. by

investigating the growth of legal traditions in the
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literary period, roughly from AH. 150 to 250, between
Abu Hanifa and the classical collections of traditions,
with a few extensions into the first half of the second
century.
vt Jilasd dﬁdy@»dﬂém%d&.}@gﬁ
FPREL VS S
Without attempting a rash generalization. we are
therefore justified in looking to the first half of the
second century A.H. for the origin of the bulk of legal
traditions with which the literary period starts.
w’uJ/G_;K/J'!uf,—uL Jrid g B L 3l
el F e L Ue Ere S
In particular, we shall see¢ in the following chapter that
some of those isnads which the Muhammadan scholars
esteem most highly are the resuli of widespread
fabrication in the generation preceding [Imam] Malik.
The isnads were often put together very carelessly. Any
typical representative of the group whose doctrine was

10 be projected back on to an ancient authority, could

be chosen at random and put into the isnad.
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Bur as Nafi’ died in A.H. 117 or thereabout, and Malik
in A.H. 179, their association can have tuken place,

even al the most generous estimate, only when Malik
was little more than a boy. It may even be questioned
whether Malik, whom Shafi'i charged elsewhere with
concealing imperfections in his isnads, did not take over
Inwritten form traditions afleged to come Jrom Nufi' ®
é‘J,Q_,Jg L g od 2 S ESHE S
‘- ui“ L S
Nothing authentic is known of Malik's dute of
birth. @
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The isnads were often put together very carelessly, Any
typical representative of the group whose doctrine was
to be projected back on to an ancient aithority, could be
chosen at random and put into isnad. @
£ (Manuseripts) = b2 2 L arabl L J",J/L . b K et
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Analysis of the conten and the chains of transmission of
the traditions of the documents and of their available
parallels in the standard collections, supplemented by
the results of an exiensive study of the sources on the
sciences of Tradition, wlum al-hadith, lead me o
conclude that oral and written transmission went hand
in hand almost from the start, that the tradition of
Muhammad as transmitted by his Companions and their
Successors were, as a rule, scrupulously scrutinized at
each step of the transmission, and that the so-called

phenomenal growth of Tradition in the second and third
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centuries of Islam was not primarily growth of content.
so far as the hadith of Muhammad and the hadith of the
Companions are concerned. but represents largely the
progressive increase of parallel and multiple chains of

tFanSmMIssion.
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46-  Abstract: The present thesis is a critical examination of the two
well-known post-Schachtian scholars of Hadith; James Robson and
John Burton, Both scholars are major contributors to modern
Hadith studies in the West. It assesses their main arguments and
their methodological approaches to Hadith literature. It also
provides a historical survey of the key arguments and works of
their predecessors since the rise of the modern Western debates
over the reliability of Hadith materials. This critical study points to
the conclusion that Robson and Burton were heavily influenced by
the sceptical attitude of Ignaz Goldziher and Joseph Schacht
towards the historicity of Hadith, However, Robson is inclined to
accept some aspects of the Mushm traditional view regarding the
genesis of Hadith and its isnad system (chain of transmitters).
Burton, on the other hand. expresses a sceptical stance towards the
historicity of Hadith and argues that the development of Hadith
originated from the exegesis of the Qur'an, having no historical
basis in the teachings of Prophet Muhammad. (Alshehry,
Mohammed S.H., A critical study of western views on Hadith with
special reference to the views of James Robson and John Burton,
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The prophet was not free from superstition, he believed

in jinn, omens and charms, and he had many

superstitious habits. The jinn were, according to his

opinion, of three kinds: some have wings and fly, others

are snakes and dogs: and those of the third kind move

about from place to place like men, Again, some of them
believed in him, and others did not.

= ),c.!ecw.»uc,ch/Ju._,L»(;wFZ/
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At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseuses,

sicknesses and evil spirits. and gave sight to many who
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His ideas of omens, however, were more sensible: he

admitted lucky omens, but forbad to believe in unlucky
Ones.

»./TJ,&; Lﬂ/; 6/ "Uén L}LJ’F}” L-(/?é.'_ 2“1 Jb._ﬁw;

&L/VJVJUrﬁc—u/;fﬁLIM
Up to his fortieth year Mohammad devoutly worshipped
the gods of his fathers.

;Lr.;.IL;”J;L,%(M/‘”J/JJL@%ILWJI
;ur’gr ;UJ'L.«LW‘:JF{JL_)LLU}JJ:.{: il

LJ:.J/’/J}/(J:&J&..U)’W
When he was forty years of age the first doubts
concerning idoltary arose in his mind. The true

believers ascribe this crisis to adivine revelation.
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It is likely that the accentric Zayed, whom he must have
met in mount Hara, first instilled purer notion
respecting God into his mind, and induced him to read
the Biblical hi:s'mry_0

u"-’fmhq_ uﬁ’u&éﬁg&:é!&;m@.,qg i
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He spent the greater part of his time in Hara, and came
only accasionally to Maekkah for new provisions.
Undisturbed meditation increased his excitement, and
his over-strained brains were, even in sleep, occupied
with doubts and speculations. In one of his visions he

saw an angel, who said to him, "Read!”.
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In the Quran we can trace three phuses in the Progress
of the mind of Mohammad, from idolatry to the
SJormation of a new creed. First, the religion of the
Ka'bah, in which he sincerely believed, seems o have
Sormed the principal subject of his meditations.. By
mystifying the faith of his fathers he tried (o reconcite it
with the belief in one Gad.e
Lt d fgﬁ‘:ﬁ?(‘ﬂ/f/.‘é;c_g; J-'.‘.«}'/J&GI/UX &./c./n
O L L N 7NN R )T
ST I A O \.{l up'/»':’n% e JI&2 u’:xrﬂs/‘:
d‘ﬁuﬁugéi.ﬂuw{gwaf’i u:flyuﬁd/dzl.ﬁnﬂf_.?ﬂ'
Jl_zz_njlg;c_uxD’d’ul_:T‘G%‘@ny?Tﬁéd?wg}
kWL
1t has been mentioned that the vision, in which he was
ordered to read, caused him finally to renounce
idolatry... Before the vision he was an idolator; and after
the fatrah he possessed the acquaintance with the
Scriptural history, which we find in the Qoran. Even
after he had declared himself a prophet he shewed,
‘during the beginning of his career, a strong leaning
towards, and a sincere belief in, the Scriptures and
Biblical legends; but in proportion to his success he
seperated himself from the Bible, This is the second
phase in the progress of the prophet's mind, ¢

L L ral §ldsse i B pui Bl pe 5
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Disappointed with the Jewish and Christian religions,
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he began to form a system of faith of his own; and this is

the third phase of the transition period.
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He suffered of halucinations of his senses; and, fo finish
his sufferings, he several times contemplated suicide, by
throwing himself down from a precipice. His Sriends
were alarmed at his state of mind. Some considered it as
the accentricities of a poetical genius. others thought
that he was a Kahin, soothsayer; but the majority took a
less charitable view, and declared that he was insane;
and, as, madness and melancholy are ascribed to
supernatural influence in the east. they said that he was

in the power of Satan and his agents, the jinn.
st gaa i B Jr i Sy 2V
RS T Mot £ FoPFUlg o N A A
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His actions were, in some instances, as cruel as his

poetry: some apostates from his faith were sentenced by

him to have their hands and feet cut off. and their eyes

pierced with hot iron. In this condition they were thrown

on the stony plains of Maydvnah. They asked for water,

and it was refused to them; and so they died. Such

instances of cruelty are the more characteristic of his

fanaticism, as he was naturally mild, and even soft. ¢
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"The Life of Mahomet and History of Islam (& JJJ/’
'f;g S IABA f Al 33 ulf-.{d/fc‘L to the Era of the Hegira"
"The Life #b & & 1 s if ol TG - L DB s IALe
(‘zlf/ Ui #IALA o ¢t £ of Mahomet from Original Sources"
“The Caliphate: lts Rise, Decline and &7 L1, =315 dr
"Mahomet and % Czt‘ul.—/ JJ;H:U& u‘”J.;-_, (Lﬁ Fall"
e o Ux s1A92 LU "The Rise and Decline of Islam” s/ Islam”
éb"i fc_ rt L "The Mohammedan Controversy” ;,LT_._Q ¢
@_Jﬂ

L{&d—-lh-é}-"—rhe Life of Mahomet".,D’JJ/"JJx.’ﬁﬁ/
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“"CHAPTER Il FIRST DREAMS OF INSPIRATION: ENDING
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He dreamed that he was swifily carried by Gabriel on a

winged steed past Medina to the temple ar Jerusalem,
where a conclave of the ancient Prophets mel fo

welcome him.
/e:t;J;JLZ:wL"LerL"/dJ/L u";u/{u’l
JJVJﬁu‘/mxﬁluffbau )ubul.(l//’ul.)h"

From these remarks we may conclude that, while some
information regarding Christianity may have been
drawn from Christian slaves or Arabs, Mohammad
gained his cheif knowledge of Christianity from Syria,
through the same Jewish medium which, at an earlier
period, funished the more copious details of Jewish
history.
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Finally, what of our question? Was Muhammad a

Y

prophet? He was a man in whom creative imagination
worked at deep levels and produced ideas relevant 10

the central questions of human existence, so that his

@yygiwm,ﬁouyay 0,409 £ 9 (R v Ol 29 SYS e



www.KitaboSunnat.com

)128) ( ofie o N
il - = m—

religion has had a widespread appeal, not only in his
own age but in succeeding centuries. Not all the ideas
he proclaimed are true and sound, but by God's grace
he has been enabled to provide millions of men with a
better religion than thev had bejore they testified that
there is no god but God and that Muhammad is the

messenger of God.
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1-  Mohammad Mohar Ali, Sirat al-Nabi and The Orientalists,
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reader will see for himself how much is derived from
Von Kremer, Goldziher. Noldeke. and Wellhausen, to
recall only a few of the leading authorities.
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The Abbasids were no less despotic than the Umayyads,
but in a more enlightened fushion: for, while the lutter
had been purely Arab in feeling. the A hbuasids owed
their throne to the Persian nationalisis. and were
imbued with Persian ideas, which introduced u new and
fruitful element into Moslem civilization
- ch:—_,"',.i?n'..,g‘
From our special point of view the Orthodox and
Umayyad Caliphates. which form the subject of the
present chapler, are somewhat barren,
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According to moslen notions the Umayvads were kings
by right, Caliphys only by courtesy. They had. us we
shall see, no spiritual title, and little enough religion of
any sort.
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In trying to race the sources and development of the

-

J

religious ideas expounded in the Karan (a question, be
it remembered. not only meaningless bur blusphemons
in Muslim eyes), we are still confronted with many
unsolved problems. Earlier scholurs postulated «
Jewish source with some Christion udditions. More

recent research has conclusively proved thar the muin
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The Meccans stitl demanded of him a miracle. and with
remarkable boldness and self confidence Mohammuad
appealed as a supreme confirmation of his pission {e
the Karan itself. Like all Arabs they were the
connoisseurs of language and rhetoric. Well. then if the
Koran were his own composition other men coudd rival
it Let them produce ten verses like it If they could nor
rand it is obvious that they could noty. then lee them
accept the Koran as an outstanding evidear miracie. 4
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2- Reynold A. Nicholson, Accessed 30 June, 2014. from
htip://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reynold_A. Nicholson.
3- Ibid.
4- Revnold, A. Nicholson, Literary Hhistory of the Arabs, New York:
Charles Scribner's Sens, 1907, p. xii
5- Ibid., p. 182.
6- Ibid.
7- 1bid., p. 183.
8- Ibid..p. 181.
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27- Ibid,

28-H A R Gibb, Mohammedanism, An Historical Survey, New York:
Oxford University Press, 1962, pp. 36-37.

29-H A R Gibb, Islam - A Historical Survey, Oxford University Press,
1680, p. 28.
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\. Duncan Black MacDonald, Accessed 30 Junc, 2014, trom
http://en,wikipedia.org/wiki/Duncun_BlackaacDonald.

7. Macdonald, Duncan Black, Accessed 30 June, 2014, from
http://W\wv.bu.edu/missiology/missionary‘biography/l-m.r’macdonald-
duncan-black-1863-1943/.

3- Gotthe!lf Bergstrasser, Accessed 30 June, 2014, from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gotthe!fiBergstr%CB"/oALIsser.

4- Bergstrasser, Gotthelf. “Anfange und Charakter des Juristischen
Denkens im Islam. Vorlaufige Betrachtungen,” (Origins and
Character of Legal Thought in Islam. Preliminary Considerations).
Der Islam, 14 {1923). 76-81.

5- Joseph Schacht, Accessed 30 June, 20014, from
http:f/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/]osephischacht.

6- It will become the foundation for all futurc study of islamic
civilization and law, at least in the West. {Al-A'zami, Muhammad
Mustafa. On Schacht's Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence.
Lahore: Suhail Academy. 2004, p. 1)

7- lbid.

8- Ibid.

9- Law as such fell outside the sphere of religion. The Prophet did not
aim to create a new system of jurisprudence. His authority was not
legal. As far as believers were concerned, he derived his authority
from the truth of bis religious message; skeptics supported him for
political reasons. (Ibid.. p. 1}

10- The ancient schools of law, which are still the major recognized
schools today. were born in the early decades of the second century
AH By sunna they originally understood the "living tradition”

(ai-'amr al-mujtama’ alaih), that is, the idecal practices of the
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community expressed in the accepted doctrine of the school of law.
This early concept of sunna, which was not related to the suyings
and deeds of the Prophet, formed the basis of the legal theory of
these schools. (1bid.)

11- These ancient schools of law gave birth to an opposition party,
religiously inspired, that falsely produced detailed information about
the Prophet in order to establish a source of authority for its views on
jurisprudence. (Ibid., p. 2)

12- The ancient schools of law tried to resist these factions, but when
they saw tiiat the alleged traditions from the Prophet were being
imposed more and more on the early concept of surma. they
concluded that "the best they could do was to minimize their import
by interpretation, and to embody their own attitude and doctrines in
other alleged traditions from the Prophet” that is, they joined in the
deception. (Ibid.. p. 2)

13- As a result. during the second and third centuries All it became the
habit of scholars to project their own statements into the mouth of
the Prophet. (Ibid., p. 2)

14- Hardly any legal tradition from the Prophet can. therefore. be
considered authentic. {Ibid., p. 2)

15- The system of isnad ("chain of transmitters"), used for the
authentication of hadith documents, has no historical value. It was
invented by those scholars who were falsely attributing their own
doctrines back 1o earlier authorities; as such. it is useful only as a
means for dating forgeries. {Ibid., p. 2}

16- And makes lawtul for them the good things and prohibits for them
the evil and relieves them of their burden and the shackles which
were upon them. {7: 157)

17- Fight those who do not believe in Allah or in the Last Day and who

do not consider unlawful what Aliah and His Messenger have made
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unlawful (9: 29)

18- And We revealed to you the message that you may make clear o the
people what was sent down to them and that they might give
thought.(16: 44)

19- O ye who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger, and those
charged with authority among you. If ye differ in anything amonyg
yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if ve do believe in
Allah and the Last Day: That is best, and most suitable for final
determination. {4: 59)

20- But no, by your Lord, they will not [truly] believe until they make
you, [0 Muhammad]. judge concerning that over which they dispute
among themselves and then find within themselves no discomfort
from what you have judged and submit in [fuil, willing} submission,
(4: 65}

21-Schacht Joseph, An Introduction to Islamic Law, UK: Oxford
University Press, 1982, p. 16.

23. On Schacht's Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence. p. 21

23- Ibid., pp. 24-25,

24-Gleave, Robert, Normal Calder (1950-1998), Islamic Law and
Society, 283 (1998), pp. 3-5.

25-1bid.

26~ http://www.islamiconlineuniversity.com (Islamic Onlinc University
has two sections namely, Diploma and Bachelor of Arts in Islamic
Studies (BAIS) degree program. Diploma is completely free while
for BAIS there is a fixed registration fee for each semester which is
calculated on a sliding scate (from $40 to 5120 depending on the

student's country of residence.)
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