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Arabic Transliteration System

Throughout the present work, a modified version of the Library of
Congress transliteration system has been consistently employed
whenever an Arabic expression is quoted. The following table
explains the Arabic transliteration system for Arabic consonants

and vowels:
Arabic : Transliteration | Arabic Transliteration

| a L t
. §3 Z
@ b ¢

) t ¢ gh
& th o f
d ) K q
C h 4 k
d kh J 1
5 d ¢ m
5 dh | o n
) r » h
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B) Z P w
o s S v y

o sh

v $

o d

Arabic Transliteration | Arabic Transliteration

| a z_ -an

- a z_ -un

- i — -in

- a 5 aw

. u S ay

— i

Other Symbols

Js5fe May Allah extol and bestow peace and security on him

zegiz May Allah be pleased with him

#:diz May Allah be pleased with them

4¥4z5 May Allah have mercy on him
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Introduction

All praise is for Allah, we praise Him, we seek His aid and we ask
for His forgiveness. We seek Allah’s refuge from the evils of
ourselves and the evils of our actions. Whomsoever Alldh guides
then none can misguide him, and whomsoever Allah misguides
then none can guide him.

I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped except
Allah, alone, without any partners; and I bear witness that
Muhammad is His Slave and His Messenger. To proceed:

It is essential in life that a person mixes with and has dealings
with other people, some of these people remain nothing short of
acquaintances with whom one does not extend except brief
encounters, yet besides these it is essential that one takes some of
the people as friends and companions. The people however; vary
greatly in their mannerisms, dispositions and temperaments, so
from them will be the good natured, upright, pious individual,
friendship with whom one stands to benefit from in a number of
aspects. From them also will be the ill-natured, insolent, wicked
individual, friendship with whom one stands to attain nothing
but harms from in all its varying forms.

It is due to good companionship that a great many people
throughout time were guided and led aright, just as many from
them were misguided and led astray and only incurred losses and
harms - all due to bad companionship.

Therefore the Book of Allih and the Sunnah of His Messenger
(Jzsak5fle) unequivocally encourage adhering to righteous
companionship - as well as discourage and warn against evil
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companionship. Since the goodness which one attains through
keeping good companionship is well known — due to that which
good ‘companions enjoin, and the negative consequences of
keeping bad companionship are clear due to such companions
enjoining that which is of detriment.

The importance of keeping good companionship is an affair
whose significance can be found in the supplication of the
Prophet Ibrahim (i), who said:

Glal HH S Jea s

“My Lord, grant me Hukm,! and join me with the righteous.”2

Likewise other Prophets (3:ll.gd) supplicated and asked to be
granted good righteous companionship in the Hereafter;

Yusuf (3EE) said:
“Cause me to die as a Muslim and join me with the righteous.”?

Sulaiman (3z.k) said:

! Regarding the meaning of ‘Hukm’ here, then Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (&5
said: “Ibn ‘Abbas said it is ‘knowledge’, ‘Ikrimah said it is
‘intellect/understanding’, Mujahid said it is ‘the Qur’an’, and As-Suddi
said it is ‘Prophethood.’” (See: Tafsir Al-Qur’an Al-‘Adhim, vol. 5 p. 304)

Regarding his saying: “And join me with the righteous.” Ibn Kathir
said: “Meaning: make me with the righteous in this world, as well as in
the Hereafter.” (See: Tafsir Al-Qur’an Al-‘Adhim, vol. 5 p. 304)

2 Ash-Shu’ara: 83

3 yasuf: 101
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S\EN Bye 3 dlsFs, sladhs
“And admit me by Your Mercy among Your righteous
servants.”*

Therefore the affair of companionship is not one to be taken
lightly, since good righteous companionship can lead to a number
of blessings and favours from Allah, not just for an individual, or
even for a community; but for the entire Ummah as a whole - as
was the case with the companionship which existed between the
Caliph: Sulaiman bin °‘Abdil-Malik and: Raja bin Haywah,’

4 An-Naml: 19

5 They were: Sulaiman bin ‘Abdil-Malik bin Marwan al-Qurashi al-Umawi
- Amirul Mu’minin, the Umayyad Caliph, and: Raja bin Haywah; the
noble Tabi’i, the just and upright Minister - advisor to the Caliphs of Bani
Umayyah and loyal friend and close companion of both Sulaiman bin
‘Abdil-Malik and ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-‘Aziz. Adh-Dhahabi said: “Raja had a
great station with Sulaiman bin ‘Abdil-Malik as well as with ‘Umar bin
‘Abdil-‘Aziz; and Allah put good things into effect at his hands.” (Siyar
A’lam an-Nubala vol 4 p.560)

Sulaiman bin ‘Abdil-Malik likewise kept ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-‘Aziz as a
Minister and sought his advice, and thus many good things were
effectuated by Sulaiman, and he would listen to ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-‘Aziz
regarding them. (Tarikh Dimashq vol 23 p.292)

Sa’id bin ‘Abdil-‘Aziz said: “The Caliphate of Sulaiman bin ‘Abdil-Malik
was as though it was the Caliphate of ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-‘Aziz, since if he
intended something; he would say to him (‘Umar): ‘What do you say O
Aba Hafs?” Thus he commissioned rulership to ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-‘Aziz
after him.” (Tarikh Dimashq vol 47 p.112)
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something which was reiterated by Sufyan bin ‘Uyainah (4»\1;5
who said: “Look to Sulaiman bin ‘Abdil-Malik; who had

A close friendship existed between Raja bin Haywah and ‘Umar bin
‘Abdil-‘Aziz, as was indicated by Ibrahim bin Yazid who said: “I arrived
with some suits of clothes from ‘Urwah bin Muhammad bin ‘Atiyyah as-
Sa’di for ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-*Aziz, so he set aside a suit from them and said:
‘This is for my close friend Raja bin Haywah.’” (Tahdhib al-Kamal vol 9
p.155)

Adh-Dhahabi said: “And Raja - it is he who endorsed taking the Khilafah
to ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-‘Aziz, and he was like a Minister to Sulaiman bin
‘Abdil-Malik — and his virtues are many.” (Ta’rikh al-Islam vol 3 p.236)

This was as mentioned by Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir who said: Ibn Jarir (At-
Tabari) reports from Raja bin Haywah - and he was an honest and
truthful Minister to Bani Umayyah, he said: “Sulaiman bin ‘Abdil-Malik
sought my advice whilst he was unwell, in order to appoint his small son
(as successor) ~ who had not yet attained puberty. So I said: ‘Indeed; from
that which will safeguard the Caliph in his grave is that he appoints-over
the Muslims after himself a righteous man.” Then he consulted me
regarding the succession of his son Dawid, so I said to him: ‘He is away
from you at Constantinople, and you do not know if he is alive or has:
died.’

So he said: “‘Who then do you see?’ So I said: ‘the proposal is yours O
Amirul Mu’'minin.” He said: ‘How do you see regarding ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-
‘Aziz?’ So I said: ‘T know him by Allah, to be good, outstanding, a Muslim.’
He said: ‘He is by Allah as such, however - I fear that my brothers will not
be pleased with that.”” So Raja suggested that he could appoint Yazid bin
‘Abdil-Malik as successor (heir apparent) after ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-‘Aziz, in
order to please Bani Marwan with that. So Sulaiman wrote out his decree
appomtmg ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-°Aziz as Khalifah after himself. (Al- Bzdayah
wan-Nihayah vol 12 p.650- 651)
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companionship with Raja bin Haywah, thus he directed him
aright and rectified him.”¢

The result of this good righteous companionship radiates in the
legacy for which Sulaiman’s reign would become known for; as
stated by Muhammad bin Sirin who said: “Allah have mercy on
Sulaiman, he opened his Caliphate by reviving the prayer (in its
correct time), and he ended it with his appointing ‘Umar as
successor.”’

Ibn Hibban (&0z5) said: “The intelligent one adheres to
companionship with the very best and leaves off companionship
of the wicked. Since love of the best (of people) is quick in its
connectivity, slow in its severance, whilst love of the wicked is
quick in its severance; slow in its connectivity, and
companionship with the wicked brings about bad suspicion of the

6 Kitab al-‘Uzlah p.141

7 Siyar A’lam an-Nubald vol 5 p.112. Issuing the instructions for the
prayer to be conducted in its correct time (after some shortcomings in
this regard had previously set in) — along with other virtuous directives -
was through the influence and advice of ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-‘Aziz as is
stated by Adh-Dhahabi in Siyar (vol 5 p.125). As for conferring the
Caliphate to ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-‘Aziz; then virtually all historical accounts
- despite differing slightly over the exact wordings of the discussion
which took place between Sulaiman and Raja, with some sources stating
that Raja himself proposed ‘Umar’s name and others citing that he
consciously waited for Sulaiman to suggest ‘Umar and then endorsed
him - they all cite the influence of Raja bin Haywah in the final decision
which heralded the virtuous reign of ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-‘Aziz over the
Ummah.
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best (of people), and whoever befriends the wicked; then he will
not be safeguarded from entering into their contingent.”®

Bad companionship leads to the exact opposite and ultimately
leads to a bad outcome, bad companionship can lead to a range of
evils, not just for an individual, or even for a community; but for
the entire Ummah as a whole — as was the case with the
companionship which existed between another Caliph: ‘Abdullah
bin Haran ar-Rashid better known as: Al-Ma’miin, and: Bishr al-
Marisi as well as Ahmad bin Abi Du’ad® something which was

8 Rawdatul ‘Ugala wa Nuzhatul Fudald p.80

° They were: Abul-‘Abbas ‘Abdullah bin Hartn ar-Rashid bin Muhammad
al-Mahdi al-Ma’min al-Abbasi —the Abbasid Caliph, and: Bishr bin
Ghayath al-Marisi - one of the heads of the Jahmiyyah in his time;
regarding whom Adh-Dhahabi (ffiz5) said: “The astray innovator, he
should not be narrated from - and no respect. He mastered theology and
then he assailed the saying that the Qur’an is created and debated over it.
He did not come across Al-Jahm bin Safwan but instead took his sayings
and used them to afford arguments and relied upon them and called to
them.” He said also: “He was a Jahmi; he had standing with the State.”
(See: Mizan al-I'tidal vol 1 p.322 and Siyar A’lam an-Nubala vol 10 p.201
and p.272-273) Ahmad bin Abi Du’ad - the odious Jahmi, the enemy of
Imam Ahmad and was a caller to the saying that the Qur’an is created, he
was recommended by Al-Ma’miin to his brother Al-Mu’tasim who
entrusted him with the Judiciary and would not go through with an issue
without consulting him - thus he was distinguished with him. He
induced the Sultan to test the people with the issue that the Qur’an is
created. (See: Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah vol 14 p.362-363 and Siyar A’lam
an-Nubala vol 11 p.169-170) These two individuals were from the heads of
the Jahmiyyah of their time, they were from amongst the Jahmiyyah
who influenced and corrupted the ideology of the Rulers, as Shaikh ul
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reiterated by Al-Héfiz ibn Kathir (#iz5) who said regarding Bishr
that he was: “One of those that misguided Al-Ma’man.”*°

He said likewise: “As for his (Al-Ma’'miin’s) being upon the
Madhab of the Mu’tazilah; then he had gathered together with a
group - from them was Bishr bin Ghayath al-Marisi, and thus he
- took from them this Madhab of falsehood.® He used to love
knowledge, however he had no effective insight in it, and so that
which penetrated had entered upon him due to that, and
falsehood was propagandized with him, and so he called to it and
forcibly induced the people upon it.”*

The result of this bad companionship remains a stark reminder of
the legacy for which Al-Ma’mun’s reign would become known
for® as stated by Shaikh ul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (4f%z5) who said:

Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said: “They corrupted those that they corrupted
from the Rulers during the rule of Abil-‘Abbas known by the title of: Al-
Ma’miin and his brother Abi Ishag Al-Mu’tasim and Al-Wathiq.” (Bayan
Tilbis al-Jahmiyyah vol 3 p.516-517)

10 Al-Bidayah wan-Nihdyah vol 14 p.234

1 Ibn Kathir said: “Al-Ma’man; there had gathered around him - as well
as his having become overwhelmed by a group from the Mu’tazilah, so
they digressed him from the path of truth to that of falsehood, and
adorned for him the saying that the Qur'an was created - as well as
negating the Attributes from Allah, The Mighty and Majestic.” (Al-
Bidayah wan-Nihayah vol 14 p.396)

12 Al-Bidayah wan-Nihdyah vol 14 p.217-218

13 This is testament to what happens when keeping company with the
. people of innovation and those who possess deviant ideologies, these
being from the worst forms of bad companionships and associations
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“At the time the Jahmiyyah manifested their initial saying; and
put the Imams of Islam such as Ahmad bin Hanbal and other than
him under trial, the origin of the saying of these inwardly closet
infidels had become manifest, and that was during the rulership
of Al-Ma’m1uin then Mu’tasim. And so it regenerated after that the
colossal events which occurred in Islam - during the fourth
century - the expounding of which would be lengthy, from that
which would rock the regions of the Islamic lands due to it.”*

Ibn Taymiyyah (£fiz5) said likewise when speaking about the
tribulations of that time: “So this is the story of the trial of the
people of the east, wherein it unfolded and was facilitated, then it
proceeded in the lands, and so Ibn Abi Du’ad and Bishr bin
Ghayath arose for it.”® So they both filled the world with severe

which a person can have, and the likes of which had found their way into
the court of the Caliph of the era, and from which he became influenced,
as Ibn al-Qayyim (i) pointed out when he said: “...Abdullah al-
Ma’miin came to rule over the people, and he loved an array of sciences,
and yet his gatherings were abundant with a variety of Theologians of the
sciences. So a love of the intellectual things (things perceived by the
intellect) overcame him...” Then he said: “So a group from the Jahmiyyah
became predominant over his gatherings, from those that his father Ar-
Rashid had kept farthermost distant, and had followed them up with
imprisonment and execution. So they crammed the innovation of the
Jahmi ideology into his ear and his heart - and he accepted it and
approved of it, and called the people to it and punished them over it.”
(See: As-Sawd’iq al-Mursalah vol 3 p.1072)

1 Sharh al-Asbahaniyyah p.380

15 The association between these individuals and the fact that the Caliph
Al-Ma’'min had brought such people into close association is well
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trial, and the hearts with tribulations - for a great length of
time.”!6

Bad companionship has the potential to destine an individual for
the Hell-Fire, as stated by Al-‘Allamah Muhammad Amin ash-
Shanqiti (4#z5) who said at the end of his lengthy discussion of
the saying of Allah, The Most High:

Q&J&)LOMJ)“JJ\&Q&\&JLJ 5 “'Jcrswu;;;g,s;

Y);x;.

documented in historical accounts. From such accounts is that which is
mentioned by Ja’far bin Muhammad al-Anmati who stated that when Al-
Ma’miin entered Baghdad: “He ordered that a group from the Jurists and
the Theologians and the people of knowledge should enter upon him so
he could select them for his sittings (of social interaction) and for his
discussions....and Ahmad bin Abi Du’ad was one of them - as was Bishr
al-Marisi.” (Bishr al-Marisi wa Ara-ahu al-I'tigadiyyah Ta’athuran wa
Ta’thira p.43, the origin of the reference can be found in Kitab Baghdad
p.36)

- 5

16 Bayan Tilbis al-Jahmiyyah vol 2 p.232-233. The trial instigated by the
Jahmiyyah over their claim that the Qur’an was created continued under
three successive Caliphs, those being: Al-Ma’miin, Al-Mu’tasim and Al-
Wathiq, with their focus in particular upon Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal
who remained firm throughout upholding the correct beliefs of the
people of the Sunnah in such issues. It was. lifted when Al-Mutawakil
came to rule, as mentioned by Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir who said: “And so the
affair of the Sunnah was elevated — immensely — during the days of Al-
Mutawakil (May Allah Forgive him), and he would not appoint anyone
except after consulting Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal.” (Al-Bidayah wan-
Nihayah vol 14 p.350)
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“And the Day the wrongdoer will bite at his hands - he will say;
Oh, Would that I had taken a path with the Messenger. Oh, woe
to me! Would that I had not taken so-and-so as a friend. He
indeed led me astray from the Reminder after it had come to
me. And Satan is ever a deserter to man.”?

“This noble ayah proves that the bad companion can enter his
companion into the Fire, and the warning against bad
companionship is renowned and well known. He, The Majestic
and Most High, has explained in Starah as-Saffat; that a man from
the people of Paradise swore by Allah that his companion almost
ruined him - meaning: destroyed him with the punishment of the
Fire. However; Allah was Benevolent towards him, and so He
overtook him with His Mercy and His Benefaction — and so guided
him and saved him from the Fire, and that is in His saying, The
Most High;

Genall o 8§, O 2,3 4 56 3y = 6 36
“A speaker among them will say; “Indeed, I had a companion.
Who used to say: ‘Are you from among those who attest.””

Until His saying, The Most High:

sz -

Ge 283 35 4555 V5 O (8 58 o) 16 J6 O o o152 32153 71EG

“So he looked and saw him in the midst of the Fire. He said:
“By Allah, you almost ruined me. And had it not been for the
favour of my Lord; I would have been of those brought forth [to
Hell].»18/19

17 Al-Furqan: 27-29

18 As-Saffat: 51-57
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Ibn Hibban (d¥iz) said: “The intelligent one does not make
companionship with the wicked, because companionship with a
foul companion is a portion of the Fire, it ensues malice, its love
does not stand straight, and it does not fulfill its commitments.
Indeed from the bliss of an individual are four qualities: that his
wife is conformable, and his children are reverent, and his
brethren are righteous, and that his sustenance is to be found
within his homeland.”?°

So gathered before you O reader, in this book are four speeches
which demonstrate good and bad companionships, their impact
upon a person’s life as well as their outcomes.

Finally I say:
2\;;\1\ & 555 GEs e 5385 6 3 el 5t B 5
“Our Lord; forgive us our sins and remit from us our misdeeds

and cause us to die with the righteous.”?

In solidarity with the words of Imam at-Tabari (&iXz5) who said
regarding His saying, The Most H1gh-
\JN\ s
“And cause us to die with the righteous.”
“And take us (at death) unto Yourself when You take us back to

Yourself, to be from amongst the righteous, and gather us in their
place of assembly — and along with them.”% Allahumma Amin

19 Adwa al-Bayéan vol 6 p.316
2 Rawdatul ‘Uqald wa Nuzhatul Fudala p.81

21 Al-‘Imran: 193
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Shaikh ‘Abdur-Rahman As-Sa’di
Shaikh ‘Abdur-Rahman as-Sa’di (iz5) said: %

On the authority of Abi Miisa al-Ash’ari (:z4%s) who said that the
Messenger of Allah (Jasakdfl-) said: :

“The example of the righteous companion and the evil companion
is like that of the bearer of musk and the blower of the [blacksmiths]
bellows. So the bearer of musk; either he will give you some, or you
will buy some from him or you will find a pleasant smell from him.
And the blower of the [blacksmiths] bellows; either he will burn
your clothes, or you will find a noxious smell from him.”?*

This hadith comprises the encouragement of choosing righteous
companions, and a warning against their opposite. The Prophet
(Jasafedfle) gave an example with these two illustrations, making
clear that the righteous companion; is that in all of your situations
with him you are in a state of enrichment and good. Such as the
bearer of musk from whom you benefit by way of due to that
which is with him from musk - either due to a gift or by an
equivalent and the very least of that: is the duration of your
sitting with him and you are contented in soul due to the
fragrance of the musk.

2 Jami’ al-Bayan vol 7 p.482

2 Taken from the book: Buhjatu Qulib al-Abrdr p.163 in explanation of
hadith number 68.

24 Reported by Al-Bukhari (no.5214) and Muslim (no.2628)
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So the good which affects the servant from his righteous
companion is more emphatic and better than the most excellent
musk. For he will either teach you that which benefits you in your
religion and your worldly affairs, or that he will confer for you an
advice, or that he warns you against continuing upon that which
would harm you. So he encourages you upon the obedience of
Allah and of obedience to the parents and of maintaining the ties
of kinship. He likewise enlightens you to your own shortcomings
and calls you to noble mannerisms and its merits by way of his
statement and his action and his circumstance. For indeed; the
individual has a natural propensity for following his companion
and the one whom he sits with as well as with regard to character
- and the souls are conscripted soldiers; some of them lead others
towards good - or to its opposite.

The least that you benefit from the righteous companion - and it
is a benefit which should not be underestimated - is that because -
of him; you abstain from misdeeds and sins, out of consideration
for the companionship and out of mutually competing in
goodness and being high above committing any evil. Likewise
that he seeks to guard you in your presence as well as in your
absence, and his love and his supplication benefits you in the
state of your life — as well as after your death, and that he defends
you due to his connection with you and his love of you.

Those are affairs which you yourself do not commence in its
defence, just as he may connect you with people and actionsfrom
whom you benefit from due to your connection with them.

So the benefits of righteous companions cannot be counted nor
enumerated, and it suffices to say that a person is to be deemed
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by way of his associate, and that he is upon the religion of his
friend.

As for the companionship of evil; then it is the opposite of
everything we have mentioned, and they are detrimental from
every aspect for those who accompany them, and are evil upon
those that mix with them. For how many a people have perished
due to them, and how many led their companions to perils from
where they perceived - as well as from where they could not have
perceived.

It is due to this that it is from the greatest blessings of Allah upon
the believing servant; that he grants him the ability towards
companionship with the most righteous. Likewise from His
punishment upon his servant; is that He puts him to trial him by
way of companionship with the evil ones.

Companionship of the finest leads a person to the highest level,
and companionship of the evil (worst ones) leads him to the
lowest of the low.

Companionship of the finest necessitates for him the attainment
of beneficial sciences, and eminent manners and righteous
actions. Whilst companionship of the evil ones forbids him from
that entirely:

36 556 O M2 4,290 55 38 26 3L 4 e BN A 7355
ozl SUai 85 8 gels 3 3 30 e Lat a8 O s oyl 34
Y
“And the Day the wrongdoer will bite at his hands - he will say;

Oh, Would that I had taken a path with the Messenger. Oh, woe
to me! Would that I had not taken so-and-so as a friend. He
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indeed led me astray from the Reminder after it had come to
me. And Satan is ever a deserter to man.”%

25 Al-Furgan: 27-29
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Shaikh Zaid bin Hadi al-Madkhali
Shaikh Zaid bin Hadi al-Madkhali (5i:z5) said:26

Good sittings are many and of varying types; I shall mention
something of them in that which follows:

1: The gatherings in the mosques, since they are the best sites on
the earth, and because they are the houses of Allah which have
been permitted to be raised and in which His Name is to be
remembered, and Allah, The Most High, has necessitated upon us
enjoining the Friday as well as the congregational prayer within
them. Except if there is a legislated excuse such as sickness or rain
and the like of that which are considered acceptable excuses in
the Islamic legislation. ‘

In this necessitation is a clear proof that they are the best sites,
and that sitting within them for the remembrance of Allah and in
obedience to Him are from the best of sittings, and from that
which affirms their goodness is that Allah has praised their
maintainers and visitors and has commended them and
described them with having reverential fear and guidance and
Eman, when He, The Mighty and Majestic, said:

;ﬂ‘;;)é gM\rb\Jj,.\}\ -’Jb‘w\‘&;\ AUJ\J.»”” ,\‘-“

&m\&\,;,_%;o\au,\s;;; & &

26 The speech of the Shaikh was taken from the book: Al-Ajwibah as-
Sadidah ‘anil As-ilah ar-Rashidah vol 1 p.70-76. May Allah reward the
brother who forwarded this extract, and from which the idea for the
compilation of this book came about.
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“Indeed; the Mosques of Allah shall be maintained [and
visited] only by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day;
and establish the prayer, and give the Zakat and fear none
except Allah. It is they who are expected to be of the [rightly]

guided.”?’

There occurs in the authentic hadith from the Prophet (Jaaki)
that he said:

“No people gather together in a house from the houses of Allah,
reciting the Book of Allah and studying it amongst themselves,
except that tranquility descends upon them, and mercy envelops
them, and the Angels surround them, and Allah makes a mention

of them with those that are with Him.”?8

I say: sufficient is this as a noble station and a virtue for the
maintainers (and visitors) of the Mosques with the remembrance
of Allah and for obedience to Him and to recite His Book which
has been described by The One who revealed it with: excellence
and goodness and perfection He said:

i
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“Allah has sent down the most excellent of speech; a Book

consimilar [self-resembling], oft-repeated. The skins of those
who fear their Lord shiver from it [due to what it contains].

——r-\

C-\

27 At-Tawbah: 18

28 Reported by Muslim (n0.2699)
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Then their skins and their hearts soften to the remembrance of
Allah.”?

Yes; sufficient is this as a virtue and a blessing as well as a
beneficent favour to them, in that these qualities which they have
been honourably bestowed with - is done so whilst they are in the
Houses of Allah. They cannot be attained in other than them from
the gatherings of the dunya in which affairs related to the other
actions from the objects of life are mutually discussed within
them.

O for the sake of Allah; how beautiful are the gatherings of
remembrance (of Allah), and how the Muslims have all the more
reason for its habituation, in order for them to be subjected to the
breezes of their Lord. For indeed; He has breezes during the day
as well as during the night, and from these breezes is tranquility
which descends upon the hearts and so it illuminates them
brightly with Eman and thus polishes them from the dirt of errors
and sins. Such that it becomes like a mirror in terms of lighting
and clarity, it is at that moment that the light flows out from it to
all of the limbs, and so they persist upon being submissive to the
command of their Lord, hence they traverse upright upon a
straight path.

From it is mercy which descends from The Oft-Forgiving, The
Bestower of Mercy, and how severe in need are the creation for
the Mercy of Allah which encompasses all things, and is prevalent
in every region. In particular; the mercy which He, The Glorified,
has written for those who are fearful (of Him) and they give the

29 Sfirah Az-Zumar: 23
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zakat - and those who believe in His signs, those that follow The
Messenger, the unlettered Prophet who believes in Allih and His
Words.

From them are the noble Angels that travel throughout the land,
they follow up the gatherings of remembrance, so if they find a
gathering in which Allah, The Glorified, is remembered; they call
out to each other: “come onwards to your need” and so they
encompass that gathering from all sides - until they reach the
loftiest regions of the Heavens.

From it is the good commendation of Allah and of His graceful
mention; this is for whosoever remembers Him from His creation.
For indeed; He mentions him amongst a creation that is pure, that
do not disobey Allah in that which He commands them with, and
they do as they are commanded. They make the Tasbih night and
day and do not slacken.

Indeed; the companions of the Messenger (Jas.&4{i~) realized the
value of these virtues and bestowed favours; as did those that
proceeded upon their methodology. Hence they would be ardent
upon studying the Noble Qur’an together in the mosques as well
as commissioning the circles in which they would be instructed in
and taught the legislated sciences in regards to their worship and
mutual dealings and in their mannerisms and their conduct. This
was until they reached in the quest for Dhikr; a highest degree
that proves the extent of their understanding of its nobility and
virtue.
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For indeed it has been related from them that they would meet in

the marketplaces and some of them would say to others: “come

with us; let us believe for a moment.”3°

— What is this?

It is eagerness upon the love of Allah and in the strengthening of
the connection with Him. It is a desire in taking advantage of time
so that it should not go by neglectfully with regard to Allah. It is
an awakening which fights off false desires and Satan and so
defeats it in the battle grounds of this life. So O Allah; aid us upon
remembrance of You, and of giving thanks to You and in
worshipping You in a fine manner. For Indeed You are The Best of
those that are asked, and The Greatest of those that help.

2: The gatherings of the people of beneficial knowledge and
righteous actions and Zuhd and piety, those that aid you if you
remembet, and remind you when you forget. They endeavour to
expend advice for you if you seek good counsel, and so you
acquire fine mannerisms from them as well as elevated and lofty
etiquette:

281 201345 5 2 b i) Gl
“They are those whom Alldh has guided, so by way of their
guidance; follow [their way].”™

** This has been mentioned from Muw’adh bin Jabal and ‘Abdullah bin
Rawahah and other than them. See: Fath ul Bari (1/45) and Al-Mugannaf
Ibn Abi Shaibah (30943, 30878, 30877).

31 Al-An’am: 90
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3: Gathering with a people who are in need of your knowledge,
and to attain correct comprehension of the religion of Allah at
your hands, and they accept your valuable counsel as well as your
beneficial admonitions and your directives which commit to a
definite purpose - those that effect spiritual nutrition for them. It
causes the ailment of ignorance to go away from them, and so you
successfully attain the reward due to teaching them; and due to
your directing them upon the straight path, since:

“Whoever guides [others] to goodness, then for him shall be an

equivalence of the reward of the one who practices it.”%2

- As has been authentically reported in that regard in a hadith
from the Prophet (Jzs. ).

4: A sitting with a book from which you quench your thirst; those
(books) which have been put down in writing from the legislated
Islamic sciences — in their varying types. Or the sciences of true
illustrious history, comprising of the stories of the Prophets and
the Messengers with their nations, and comprising of the mention
of a people that dedicated themselves for Allah and so embarked
upon the battles in Jihad in the path of Allah in order for the word
of Allah to be uppermost (manifest) and the word of those that
disbelieve to be lowermost. In order for the honour and victory to
be for Allah and His Messenger and the righteous ones from His
servants.

In particular; the books which had the history of the Muhammadi
call recorded within them, that which incorporates the
successfully enabled expeditions in which the banners of truth

32 Reported by Muslim (no.4876)
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were launched at the hands of the brave ones from this Ummah
from among its extraordinary people - its Mujahidin; from the
Muhajirin and the Ansar regarding whom Allah praised and was
pleased with, when He, The Glorified, said:
el O 25 e, r*”.:’“\ u;.d\))u,\)\, wf@‘ o2 u)ﬂ‘ YAl
2 3580 a8 8 150 G e SN G 2 i P e 1,55
“And the earliest and foremost [to accept Islam] from the
Muhajirin [those who migrated to Al-Madinah] and the Ansar
[those who lived in Al-Madinah and aided them after
migration] and those who follow them in goodness, Allah is

Pleased with them and they are pleased with Him. And He has

prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow, to dwell

therein forever. That is the tremendous success.”33

He said likewise:
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“Allah has conferred forgiveness upon the Prophet, and the
Muhajirin and the Ansar — who followed him in the time of
difficulty, after the hearts of a group of them had nearly
swerved. Then He accepted their repentance, indeed; He is

unto them Kind [and Compassionate], Most Merciful.”34

He, The Mighty and Majestic said likewise:
S0 I3 gplé duri,uﬂ\u;@,»u ) Gl o il ooz 38

33 At-Tawbah: 100

34 At-Tawbah: 117
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“Indeed Allah was pleased with the believers when they gave
the pledge to you [0 Muhammad] under the tree. He knew
what was in their hearts, so He sent down tranquility upon

them and rewarded them with a victory close at hand.”3®

Likewise, that which has come in the meaning of that from the
ayat in which the beautiful and good commendation has been
recorded regarding those choicest elite; whom their Lord had
chosen and guided to a straight path.

O Allah, make us of those about whom You informed in Your
deciding statement:
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“And those who came after them say, ‘Our Lord! Forgive us and
our brothers who have preceded us in Faith, and put not in our
hearts any hatred against those who have believed. Our Lord!

Indeed You are Kind [and Compassionate], Most Merciful.””36

As for the evil gatherings, then they can be summarized in that
which follows:

1: The gatherings of negligence of the remembrance of Allah and
being busied with gossip, and violating the honours (of other
people) as well as finding enjoyment at the mention of the
shortcomings of others whether they be from the living or the
dead. From those about whom it is impermissible to backbite nor
to have bad suspicion of them, for indeed all of that necessitates

35 Al-Fath: 18

36 Al-Hashr: 10
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the anger of Allah Who has Ghairah (an honourable sense of
dignity) when His prohibitions and inviolabilities are violated.
Indeed in a warning against negligence there has come from Him,
The Glorified, an address to the Prophet (4z.%4{=) and his nation
who follow him in that:

Skl 52 25 Y
“And do not be of those who are neglectful.”’

It has been established in a hadith from the Prophet (Jksi{le)
that he said:

“A people do not sit in a gathering; and so get up without making
any remembrance [of Allah] except that they would be getting up
from the likes of a carcass of a donkey, and that gathering will be a
cause of grief to them on the Day of Resurrection.”

This is the wording of Ahmad (n0.10680) and its chain of
narration is Sahih (authentic).

His saying (32l ) has also been established:

“All of the Muslim is inviolable to another Muslim: his blood, and

his honour, and his wealth.”38

As for gossiping, then Allah dislikes it for His servants, as has
come in its regard from Abi Hurairah (%:4fs;) who said that the

Messenger of Allah (Ja.4le) said:

37 Al-A’raf: 205

38 Reported by Muslim (no.2564)
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“Indeed, Allah is pleased with three things for you and He dislikes
three things for you. He is pleased for you that you should
worship Him [alone] and that you do not associate anything else
with Him, and that you hold tight altogether to the rope of Allah
and that you do not be divided; and that you advise the one that
Allah places in charge over your affair. And He dislikes three
things for you; gossiping [spreading rumours]; and excessive

questioning [devoid of benefit] and the wasting of wealth.”3°

2: The gatherings of the evil ones who incite the perpetration of
sins and hinder away from obedience, for indeed; the Prophet
(Azsufedle) struck (in their regard) the worst example, as a
deterrence from their gatherings, he said:

“The example of the evil companion is like the blower of the
[blacksmiths] bellows, either he will burn your clothes, or you will

find a foul smell from him.”4°
- Or as he (Jz.&4{e) said.

3: The gatherings of those that engage in the use of instruments of
amusements and musical instruments and entertainment -

39 Sahih Muslim (n0.1715)
40 Reported by Al-Bukhari (no.5534) and Muslim (no.2628).

The wording of the hadith is: “The example of the righteous companion
and the evil companion is like that of the bearer of musk and the blower
of the [blacksmiths] bellows. So the bearer of musk; either he will give
you some, or you will buy some from him or you will find a pleasant
smell from him. And the blower of the [blacksmiths] bellows; either he
will burn your clothes, or you will find a noxious smell from him.”
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regardless of their varying forms, from that which in this time of
ours is known as the art of singing (musical arts).

Likewise being occupied with playing backgammon and chess
and Baloot (a card game) and its like, all of that is from the traits
of the people of ignorance and wretchedness and misguidance.

As for the one that becomes certain of and has the conviction of
the fact that time is a blessing from Allah; and that it has been
bestowed upon the servant in order for one to utilize it by way of
obedience to his Lord. Hence-a time should not pass him by
except that he should be ardent to put forth for himself an
accumulated credit from righteous actions into the box of deeds
that he presents forth to Allah out of nearness on The Day he
meets Him, and so He will reward him with the most complete
reward, and thus has the prosperity of attaining His Paradise and
attaining His Pleasure.

By Allah, The Ever living; if we O community of Muslims were to
begin directing our attention and in regard to our perceptions and

 our hearts the statement of our noble Prophet (may the very best
of extolment of his Lord be upon him and the most complete
peace and security):

“The two feet of a servant will not move on the Day of
Resurrection until he is questioned about four (things): regarding
his life-span — in how he spent it, and regarding his youth - in
how he dissipated it, and regarding his knowledge - as to what he
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practiced in accordance to it, and regarding his wealth - from

where he acquired it and upon what he spent it on.”#

If we were to reflect upon this true and fearful station with the
reflection of the intelligent ones; and the reflection of the pious,
the reflection of the apprehensive fearful ones:

,,,,,
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“Indeed, they who are apprehensive from fear of their Lord,
and they who believe in the signs of their Lord, and they who
do not associate anything (in worship) with their Lord, and
they who give what they give while their hearts are fearful that

to their Lord they must return.”*?

- There would be for us in respect to ourselves momentous affairs
that would be pleasing to Allah.

41 Reported by At-Tirmidhi (no.2417) from the hadith of Abi Barzah al-
Aslami and At-Tirmidhi said the hadith is Hasan Sahih. Regarding it see:
Silsilah al-Ahadith As-Sahihah (n0.946).

The wording of the hadith as it appears in At-Tirmidhi is: “The two feet of
a servant will not move on the Day of Resurrection until he is questioned
regarding his life-span - in how he spent it, and regarding his knowledge
- as to what he practiced, and regarding his wealth - from where he
acquired it and upon what he spent it on, and regarding his body - as to
how he wore it out.”

The hadith was declared Sahih (authentic) by Shaikh al-Albani in his
Sahih Sunan At-Tirmidhi (no.2417).

4 Al-Mu’minin: 57-60
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Yes; if we were to reflect with the reflection of those outstanding
people, we would be fearful of Allah in our means of access/entry
and in our outlet/place of exit and in our statements and our
actions and in all of our dealings as well as in all of our modes of
behaviour in the life of this world.

However; the hearts have been raided with incursions by their
enemy and so have become hardened, and the souls have been
raided with incursions and hence they have been bleated out to;
and thus they have answered to it. So they have become frittered
away in distraction and are negligent, and soon it shall come to
know of that which it put forth as well as that which it held back.

The limbs too have been raided with incursions - all of them; and
so it runs (its effect) within them along with the blood which flows
through the veins; and so they have lagged behind from fulfilling
their tasks, and have become weighed down in sluggishness, and
they are as though they have not heard the outcry of the
trustworthy advisor, the Messenger of the Lord of the whole of
creation — when he stated out of caution and warning:

“By Allah; if you knew that which I know, then you would weep
much and you would laugh but a little, and you would not take
pleasure with the women upon the beds, and you would go out to

the open spaces* beseeching Allah, The Most High.”*4

# It has been said that this refers to the open space in the courtyard of a
home before the door of a house along which the people pass. It has also
been said that it refers to the open country and deserts. (See: Tuhfatul
Ahwadhi be-sharh Jami’ at-Tirmidhi vol 6 p.602)



31| The Perfume-Seller and the Blacksmith

I do not see except that the opposite has occurred, for indeed
laughter is plentiful and weeping has dwindled away, and the
people are busied in all types of enjoyments, and they have
preferred the life of this world. Fear (of Allah) has decreased and
negligence is widespread and expectation has become drawn out,
and desires have been followed. It is as if they are unaware that
the Hereafter with Allah is better and more lasting.

This is the state of the people and their actuality today - except
for the one whom your Lord has His Mercy upon from amongst
them — and how few they are. So to Allah; not to any other than
Him is the complaint.

4 Reported by Ahmad (no.21516) and At-Tirmidhi (no.2414) and Ibn
Majah (no.4190) from the hadith of Abi Dharr, and it was declared Hasan
(sound) by At-Tirmidhi and Al-Hakim declared it to be Sahih (authentic)
in Al-Mustadrak (vol 2 p.510-511) as did Shaikh al-Albani in As-Sahihah
(no.1722).
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Shaikh Salih bin Fawzan al-Fawzan
Shaikh Salih bin Fawzan al-Fawzan (& {2:5) said: %

All praise is for Allah Who commanded with the companionship
of the good ones and forbade companionship with the evil ones,
thus He said:

@
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“And Reep yourself patient [by being] with those who call upon
their Lord in the morning and the evening, seeking His
countenance. And let not your eyes overlook them, desiring
adornments of the worldly life, and do not obey one whose
heart We have made heedless of Our remembrance and who

follows his desire and whose affair has been lost.”4®

I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped except
Allah alone without any partners for Him, He made clear for His
servants the paths to good - in order that they should traverse
them. He likewise made clear for them the paths to evil — in order
that they should abstain from them.

I bear witness also that Muhammad is His servant and Messengetr;
who encouraged choosing righteous companionship and warned

% The sermon is taken from the book: Al-Khutab al-Minbariyyah fi
Munasabat al-‘Asriyyah vol 2 p.148

4 Al-Kahf: 28
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against evil companionship — may Allah extol him and his family
and his companions and those that traverse upon his
methodology and hold steadfast to his Sunnah until the Day of
Recompense, as well as His Salutations — many salutations.

As for what follows;

Servants of Allah; fear Allah and know that a person in the life of
this world cannot abide by himself in complete isolation away
from the people, for he has a need of mixing with them and sitting
with them. It is a must that this mixing has for it effects which are
virtuous or ugly in accordance to the type of people one sits with
and those that one mixes with. It is from here that the texts of the
Book and the Sunnah are closely connected over the
encouragement of choosing righteous companionship; as well as
staying away from evil companionship. He, The Most High, said:
4655 Oy (o2l 130l 455 65835 Gl 35 B 5205
“And keep yourself patient [by being] with those who call upon

their Lord in the morning and the evening, seeking His

countenance.”?’

He, The Most High, said likewise:

3.
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“And when you see those who engage in false discourse
concerning Our verses, then turn away from them until they
enter into a discourse other than it. And if Satan should cause

47 Al-Kahf: 28
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you to forget, then do not sit after the reminder with the people

of wrongdoing.”48

He (Jasakdfle) said:

“The example of the righteous companion and the evil
companion is like that of the bearer of musk and the blower of the
[blacksmiths] bellows. So the bearer of musk; either he will give
you some, or you will buy some from him or you will find a
pleasant smell from him. And the blower of the [blacksmiths]
bellows; either he will burn your clothes, or you will find a
noxious smell from him.” - Agreed upon.

O Muslim; ensure that this noble hadith is always upon your mind
when you mix with the people in the market places and in the
gatherings and in the homes and the schools and in the offices
and the public administrations. Likewise in all of the spheres in
which you mix with the people, choose for your companionship
and for your sittings and your collaborations in the engagements
of any action - choose the righteous from amongst the people so
that they should be for you companions in sittings and
compatriots and partakers and entourage and advisors.

This noble hadith denotes that the righteous companionship
should be in all of a person’s friendships with him in goodness
and blessing and benefit as well as gain. The like of the musk
seller from whom you benefit due to that which is with him either
by way of a gift or through purchase or at the very least the
duration of your sitting with him will be a happy/tranquil one and
cheerful/rejoiced due to the fragrance of the musk.

48 Al-An’am: 68
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Your righteous companionship will command you with good; and
forbid you from evil, and will cause you to hear beneficial
knowledge and a word of truth and far-reaching wisdom. He will
acquaint you with your own shortcomings and will busy you
against that which does not concern you. He will strive to educate
you and to make you understand and to undertake your rectitude
and to your reformation. If you become negligent — he will remind
you, if you become careless or you were to be wearied; he would
give you tidings as well as warn you. He will protect your honour
in your absence as well as in your presence.

They are the people regarding whom the one that sits with them
will not be wretchedly unhappy. Mercy descends upon them and
so you also partake with them in that, and the very least that you
benefit from righteous companionship — and it is a benefit which
one should not make light of concerning: is that due to it that you
abstain from bad deeds and sins out of consideration of
companionship and competing in goodness as well as to be above
committing evil. '

So the benefits of righteous companions cannot be counted nor
can they be enumerated - and it is sufficient for a person that he.
should be deemed by way of his associate; and that he should be
upon the religion of his friend.

Righteous companionship is something which is benefitted from
- even the animals do so, as occurred with the dog who was with
the companions of the cave. For indeed; their blessing was
inclusive of him and so there transpired upon him that which
transpired upon them by way of sleep in that strange
circumstance, and so there emerged for him a mention; and a
report; and a significance.
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As for companionship with the evil ones; then indeed it is deadly
venom; and an evident affliction. For they encourage the
performance of sins and abominations and are desirous in it and
they open up the doors to evil to whosoever sits with them and
mixes with them, they facilitate the paths to sinfulness for him.
Hence the bad associate - even if it be that you do not partake
with him in his wrongdoing; you will still take your ample share
in being pleased with what he did, as well as being silent over his
evil. He is therefore like the one that blows the bellows working
over stained charcoal — and you are his associate in close
proximity to him; he burns your body and your clothes and fills
your nose with disagreeable odours.

It is in the gatherings of evil in which backbiting, spreading gossip
(rumour mongering), lies, vilification and depraved speech occur,
as occurs idle pastime and amusement and the collaboration of
the wicked in being engrossed upon falsehood. For it is harmful
from every aspect for the one that accompanies them; and is an
evil upon whosoever mixes with them, how many nations have
perished due to them? And how many led their companions to
destruction from where they perceived — and from where they
could not perceive?

For you are two unpleasant incidents which occurred due to
accompanying the evil people:

The First Incident: it has been mentioned that ‘Ugbah bin Abi
Mu’it would sit with the Prophet (Ju.%&4{>) in Makkah; yet he
would not harm him. Whilst the rest of the Quraish; if they sat
with him then they would harm him (8EfE0E). Ibn Abl Mu’it
had a disbeiieving close friend who was absent in Ash-Sham, so
the Quraish thought that Ibn Abi Mu’it had accepted Islam. So
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when his close friend returned from Ash-Sham and that reached
him he became incensed with him and refused to speak to him
unless he harmed the Prophet (Jz&4fie).

So he carried out that which his disbelieving close friend had
requested from him; and so he harmed the Prophet (Juasakdifl),
and thus his end was that he was killed on the day of Badr as a
disbeliever.® So Allah, The Most High, revealed regarding him
His saying: '

4 Tbn Hisham ({i2z5) stated in his Sirah an-Nabi: “Ubayy bin Khalaf bin
Wahb bin Hudhafah bin Jumh and ‘Ugbah bin Abi Mu’it were best
friends, pleasant in that which was between them. So ‘Ugbah had sat
with the Messenger of Allah (jz.%4{i=) and had heard from him, so that
reached Ubayy, and so he came to ‘Ugbah and said to him: ‘Has it not
reached me that you have sat with Muhammad and heard from him?’
then he said: ‘My face is forbidden from your face that I should speak to
you.” So he made a ruthless oath against him that: ‘Either you sit with
him or hear from him or that you do not come to him, instead you spit in'
his face.’ So the enemy of Allah ‘Ugbah bin Abi Mu’it did that - may Alldh
curse him - so Allah, The Most High, revealed regarding them both:

“And the Day the wrongdoer will bite at his hands - he will say; Oh,
Would that I had taken a path with the Messenger. Oh, woe to me! Would
that I had not taken so-and-so as a friend. He indeed led me astray from
the Reminder after it had come to me. And Satan is ever a deserter to
man.” (Al-Furgan: 27-29)

Sirah an-Nabi (Jz.45f) (vol 1 p.385). Al-Qurtubi (i) said: “Ad-Dahak
said: ‘When ‘Ugbah spat in the face of the Messenger of Allah (fz.dfiz),
his own spit returned back into his face and roasted his face and his lips
until it produced an effect on his face and burnt both of his cheeks. So the
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“And the Day the wrongdoer will bite at his hands - he will say;
Oh, Would that I had taken a path with the Messenger. Oh, woe
to me! Would that I had not taken so-and-so as a friend. He
indeed led me astfay from the Reminder after it had come to
me. And Satan is ever a deserter to man.”*

It is general concerning everyone who accompanies the
transgressors and so they misguide him away from the path of
Allah, for he will indeed be regretful on the Day of Resurrection of
his companionship with them and upon turning away from the
path of guidance which the Messenger (Jz.&4f-) came with.

The Second Incident: Al-Bukhari®* and Muslim® report from
Sa’id bin Al-Musayyib from his father who said that when Abi
Talib was on his death bed, the Messenger of Allah (fu.ediie)
came to him, while with him was ‘Abdullah bin Abi Umayyah and
Abi Jahl. So he said to him:

signs of that did not cease to remain upon his face until he was killed.”’
(See: Al-Jami’ le-Ahkam al-Qur’dn vol 15 p.402)

30 Al-Furgan: 27-29

5! As hadith number 1360 and 3884 - with slight variations in wording to
that which is found above. ‘

52 As hadith number 24
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“O uncle! Say: None has the right to be worshipped except Allah, a
statement with which I will testify for you [on your behalf] before
Allah.”

So he (one of the two) said to him: “Do you turn away from the
religion of ‘Abdul-Muttalib?” So the Prophet (Jus.k4fle) repeated it
upon him - yet they both likewise repeated themselves. So that
the last thing he said (before he died) was that he was on the
religion of ‘Abdul-Muttalib. He refused to say la ilaha illallah.s
Then the Prophet (i) said:

53 Shaikh ul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (5f%z5) said: “Abu Talib, even if it be
that he knew that Muhammad was the Messenger of Allah, and was
beloved to him; however his love for him was not out of him loving him
for Allah. Rather; he loved him because he was the son of his brother, and
so he loved him due to Kinship, and if he loved his prominence; then it
was because of that which he would attain due to that in terms of nobility
and leadership. Hence the source of what was beloved to him was
leadership, due to this; when the two statements of faith were presented
to him at the point of death, he saw that acknowledging them would
mean the cessation of his religion which he loved. Hence his religion was
more beloved to him than the son of his brother — and so he did not
acknowledge them (two statements of faith). Had he loved him because
he was the Messenger of Allah; just as Abii Bakr loved him and just as the
rest of the believers loved him such as ‘Umar and ‘Uthman and ‘Ali and
other than them; then he would have unquestionably uttered the two
statements of faith.” (Abridged from Majmii’ Fatawa vol 10 p.273)

Shaikh ul Islam said likewise: “Rather; Abii Talib and other than him
used to love the Prophet (z.&4{le) and loved the elevation of his word,
and they had no envy for him and they knew of his truthfuiness.
However; they knew that in following him was the parting from the
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“I will ask for Forgiveness for you — for as long as I am not
forbidden in your regard.”

Then Allah, The Mighty and Majestic revealed:
dﬁd;‘b»@;w?r»ﬂb’ 225 of 14T 5, '\jigﬂJu\W
“It is not for the Prophet and those who believe to ask

forgiveness for the polytheists - even though they be of kin.”>*

Likewise Allah revealed in regard to Abi Talib: )
el el 6 1085 52 e B Gy e i e Y 04
“Indeed, you do not guide whom you like, but Allah guides
whom He wills. And He knows best those who are the
guided.”%s

So in this incident there is a severe warning concerning
accompanying evil people and bad companions with whom a
person sits with, it will be on the Day of Resurrection that the
associate will say to his associate of this type:

S S o A0\ 55 0 s ed g

Oh, would that between me and you were the distance of the
» 56

e

two easts [the east and the west]” A wretched companion.

religion of their forefathers — as well as a rebuke from the Quraish
towards them. Hence their souls could not bear leaving that custom - as
well as bearing this rebuke.” (Majmiu’ Fatawa vol 7 p.192-193)

4 At-Tawbah: 113
35 Al-Qagas: 56

56 Az-Zukhruf: 38
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So be careful with regard to yourselves O servants of Allah, and sit
with the people of righteousness and piety, and mix with the
people of rectitude and steadfastness and keep away and keep
your children away from mixing with the evil people and the
companionship with the wretched. In this time in particular in
which the righteous are such few and the waves of tribulation
collide - for indeed the danger is immense.

Hence the one that holds on to his religion is a stranger amongst
the people, and that which the Prophet (Jz.£4{l=) informed of has
come into being in his saying:

“Islam began as something strange, and will return to being
something strange - as it had begun; so Tiiba for the strangers.” It
was said: “Who are the strangers O Messenger of Allah?” he said:
“Those who rectify [affairs] when the people become corrupt.

» 1

- Reported by Muslim and Abu Bakr al-Ajuri,*” and in a narration:

“[Those who] rectify what the people have corrupted.”58

57 The first part of the hadith: “Islam began as something strange...” is
reported by Muslim (no0.370), the second part of the hadith from the
saying: It was said: “Who are the strangers O Messenger of Allah?” until
the end of the narration is part of a hadith reported by ‘Abdullah bin
Ahmad in his Zawa-id of the Musnad (n0.16690) and Abia ‘Amr Ad-Dani
in As-Sunan al-Waridah fil Fitan (1/25) and Al-Ajuri in Al-Ghuraba (1/2)
Shaikh al-Albani declared its chain of narration as Sakik (authentic) in
Silsilatul Ahadith As-Sahihah vol 3 p.267 hadith 1273.

58 Part of a hadith reported by At-Tirmidhi (n0.2630) and Ibn ‘Adi in Al-
Kamil (vol 7 p.190). It was declared Da’if Jiddan (very weak) by Shaikh al-
Albani in his Da’if Sunan At-Tirmidhi (n0.2630).
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And in a narration: “Those who have withdrawn/departed from

the tribes.”%®

So pay attention to that may Allah grant you all ability.

59 Part of a hadith reported by Ahmad (no.3784) and Ibn Majah (n0.3238)
and At-Tabarani in Mu’jam al-Kabir (n0.10081) and Al-Baghawi in Sharh
as-Sunnah (1/10/2) and others. The hadith was declared Sahih (authentic)
by Al-Baghawi, however; Shaikh al-Albani made a distinction between
the first and second part of this hadith citing the latter as an addition, the
first part of the hadith being: “Indeed, Islam began as something
strange, and will return to being something strange - as it had
begun; so Tiba for the strangers.” The -Shaikh declared this first
portion to be Sahik (authentic), however the second portion of the hadith
wherein: it was asked “and who are the strangers?” so he said: “Those
who have withdrawn/departed from the tribes”. Then Shaikh al-
Albani refrained from declaring it authentic due to a possible defect in its
chain of transmission. (See: Sahih Sunan Ibn Mdajah (n0.3238), and for a
more detailed discussion refer to: Silsilatul Ahadith As-Sahihah vol 3
Pp-269-270 under hadith number 1273)

Note: Ibn al-Athir stated the meaning of this term mentioned in the
hadith when he said: “Those that withdraw themselves from the tribes,
an-nuzza’ - the plural of nazi’ and nazi’: the stranger who withdraws
from his family and his relatives, meaning: he distanced and left. Its
meaning is: Tuba for those migrants who left their homelands for the
sake of Allah, The Most High.” (See: An-Nihayah fi Gharib al-Hadith vol 5
p.41) )

Shaikh al-Fawzan mentions in his Sharh Risalah Fadlul Islam (p.103):
“The nuzza’ - the plural of nazi’ (those who depart or extract themselves)
- and it is the stranger who moves away from his family and close
relatives, meaning: those who depart from the homelands in order to
establish the Sunan of the religion.”
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I seek refuge with Allah from Satan - the rejected:
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“Are they waiting except for the Hour to come upon them
suddenly - while they do not perceive? Close friends on that
Day will be enemies one to another, except the Muttaqin
[pious, fearful ones]. [It will be said:] O My servants; no fear
shall be on you this Day, and nor shall you grieve. [You] who
believed in Our Ayat [signs, verses] and were Muslims. Enter
Paradise, you and your wives, in happiness. Platters of gold
and cups will be passed around them, and therein is whatever
the souls desire and [what] delights the eyes, and you will
abide therein forever. And that is the Paradise which you have
been made to inherit for what you used to do. For you therein

will be an abundance of fruit, from which you shall eat.”®°

60 Az-Zukhruf: 66-73
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Shaikh Muhammad bin Hadi al-Madkhali
Shaikh Muhammad bin Hadi al-Madkhali ( 2225) said:®

O gathering of beloved ones; it has been determined from the
Messenger of Allah (4z.&4flz) in the Sahih from the hadith of Abi
Musa al-Ash’ari (#245) and with Abi Dawiad and Ibn Hibban and

other than them from the hadith of Anas (zgiy) from the

Messenger of Allah (Js.4{l>) that he said:

“The example of the righteous companion is like that of the bearer
of musk; either he will give you some, or you will buy some from
him or you will find a pleasant smell from him. And the example
of the evil companion is like that of the blower of the
[blacksmiths] bellows — or like the companion of the bellows.
Either he will burn your clothes, or you will find a noxious smell
from him.”%?

61 The speech of the Shaikh is taken from an audio lecture entitled:
“Sahib wa Jalis Salih wa Sahib wa Jalis Su”

2 The hadith may have been cited here in meaning since its actual
wording as is found in the Sahihayn is: “The example of the righteous
companion and the evil companion is like that of the bearer of musk and
the blower of the [blacksmiths] bellows. So the bearer of musk; either he
will give you some, or you will buy some from him or you will find a
pleasant smell from him. And the blower of the [blacksmiths] bellows;
either he will burn your clothes, or you will find a noxious smell from

2

him.
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These two hadith were reported by these two companions — and
their text is one, and if the reporters are numerous from the
Messenger of Allah (Ju.ed{); then as you heard; the scholars
count this as two hadith, and it is with Abi Dawiid and Ibn Hibban
in the last hadith, since there is an addition in the report of Anas:

“The example of the believer who reads the Qur’an”
To the end of it — hence they are two hadith.

These two hadith as you heard; the Messenger of Allah (Jus.&dile)
clarified within them the state of the companion of the
gatherings, and so he divided the people into two types:

e A companion and associate who one sits with that is
righteous.

e Andacompanion and associate who one sits with that is evil.

The intent from this is understood, since the purpose of these two
hadith - even though they have both appeared in wording
(context) which is informing and striking an example, however
the intent within them both is clear, and it is the command of
accompanying and sitting with the righteous; and those whom by
way of their sitting — one benefits from, as well as a warning from
sitting with evil associates and those that one is harmed due to
sitting with them and companionship with them.

So the first type: the Prophet (Ju.%4fle) said concerning it that
which you heard in resembling it/him to the bearer of musk, and
the word ‘Hamil’ (bearer) is more general than ‘Ba’i’ (seller). For
indeed the seller is the owner of something, whilst the bearer may
be the owner of something and he may be its valet, such as the

shop owner, the owner of a business (or store) - this is the owner
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of musk. So he may send it to you by way of his valet or his
assistant or his young child or his employee. So the bearer may be
more general than the seller, an owner of perfume - and thus he
gives you some from it, he grants you some, and the intent is that
he gives you without a price, or that you purchase from him, or
that you find a good smell.

Such is the companion of religion and steadfastness and the
Sunnabh, either he gives you knowledge from the onset, and so he
directs you to that which benefits you in your religion and your
worldly affairs, so this one - his example is the example of the one
that gives you perfume - musk for free, or that you make a
purchase from him, so if he is a scholar you ask him, and if he is -
righteous you take him as an example. Or that you find a pleasant
fragrance from him, the pleasant fragrance is the very last level, it
is not lost due to your sitting next to a person of pleasant
fragrance and so you become affably accustomed to this perfume,
and your soul is delighted and it pleases your heart, and you are
happy with this pleasant fragrance.

Such is the companionship of the righteous, for you will indeed be
attributed to them and so it will be said: so and so the companion
of that scholar or so and so is the one that sits with that scholar or
so and so the student of that scholar or so and so the companion
of that righteous worshipper, and like such. That is the
companion of that Sunni Athari Salafi, hence you are attributed to
him, and consequently there transpires for you the good scent of
reputation, just as there transpired for you the goodness in
fragrance - and the opposite (of that) is with the opposite.

The evil companion - you are harmed through his sittings in your
religion as well as in your worldly affairs, that is because the
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companion is an engaging pull, and the disposition is a stealer
and companionship is influential, as the Salaf said.

‘The companion is an engaging pull, and companionship is a
stealer, and the disposition is influential.’

[AS STATED IN SOME LINES OF POETRY]:
Of a person - ask not — but ask of his associate,
For every comrade emulates the associate,
Ifyou are amidst a people then accompany the best of them,

Do not accompany the fallen; lest you should perish along with the
destroyed.

That which is obligatory upon you O Muslim is that you do not
accompany except the one whose religion and trustworthiness
pleases you, and so your companionship with him becomes
habituated with benefit in your worldly affairs and your
Hereafter.

Select your comrade and choose him through contended superiority
(by reason of qualities),

For indeed the comrade is ascribed to the associate,

Beware of the companionship with the ignoble, for indeed it causes
infection;

Just as the sound one is infected by the mange.
The sound sheep and the sound she-camel, if it walks with the
mangy (diseased) sheep and the mangy she-camel; then it too

becomes affected with mange (scab), however the mangy one is
not sound, due to this it was said as you heard mentioned:
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Beware of the companionship with the ignoble, for indeed it causes
infection;

Just as the sound one is infected by the mange.

A person is correlated with the person who is his companion and
is one with whom he sits:

Of a person — ask not - but observe instead his comrade,
For every comrade emulates the associate,

So if you see an evil person; and you see someone from the people
beside him; you will not then affiliate him except with him, nor is

it possible for you to think good of him, nothing is thought of him

except evil. This is because companionship of the people of evil is
a mark of accusation. Amir ul Mu’minin ‘Umar (&) said: '

“Whoever places himself in the locations of insinuations; then let
him not blame the one that has bad suspicion of him.”

Thus if you walk with the innovator, what then do you want from
the people? That they should think of you in that you are a
supporter of the Sunnah? No by Allah! It will not be thought of
you except that you are like unto him

The counterpart of something inclines towards it,
And with their opposites do things become distinctive.

It is due to this that our Messenger (dz.&45f) said:
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“A person is upon the religion of his close friend, so let each of

you look at whom he befriends.” %

Thus if a bad person accompanies an individual; we deduce by it
that the other one too is bad, and if a bad person accompanies a
person that we do not know; then we deduce from his
companionship of the bad person that he too is bad - because he
is affiliated through association. '

‘Of a person ask after not - but observe his comrade’

It is not possible to receive and give hospitality to him except that
he is conformable with him, for indeed the hearts - if they meet
together in ascription; then the bodies draw close in
companionship. '

So the bad person; you will either find from him that he burns
your garments, the Prophet (Jz.%4f) likened the burning of the
religion to the burning of the clothes; that is because the religion
is the finest garment, with it a person is beautified in the life of
this world.
5 QU5 55380 3 § 5 12l 5 Lot e Wl 3547 5

“O children of Adam, We have bestowed attire upon you to

conceal your genitalia and as an adornment, and the attire of

Taqwa [dutifulness and piety] - that is better.”%*

63 Reported by Ahmad (no.8417), it is likewise reported with the wording:
“A man is upon the religion of his close friend...” by Abu Dawud
(no.4833) and At-Tirmidhi (no.2378) and others, it was declared Hasan
(sound) by Shaikh al-Albani in his Sahih Sunan Abi Dawid (n0.4833).

6 Al-A’raf: 26
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So the religion is a garment with which its companion is adorned
in the world; as well as on the Day when the people stand for The
Lord of the creation, today: the secrets are hidden; and tomorrow:
publicly unfolded - a matter divulged, we ask Allah for pardon
and veiled protection and being excused, for the burning of the
garments - the intent of it is; the burning of the religion.

Due to this our Lord, The Majestic and Most High stated when
striking this similitude:
))ou,,w\wu&uw\i;;\,@cuum ST G e g3
sl JZ o) K s des 6 \,35:\,00)\1\4\ i&,@,uu)m
FARRENA [ 5 L 1,338 Guall o33l Jix a3 6 e s 87 51 e gl
Oj)s 1:-
“And recite to them, the news of the one to whom We gave Our
signs, so he detached [himself] from them; so Satan followed
him up, and he became of those who went astray. And had We
willed, we could have elevated him thereby, but he adhered
[instead] to the earth and followed his desire. So his example is
like that of the dog: if you drive him away; he lolls out [his
tongue], or if you leave him alone, he [still] lolls out. That is the

example of the people who belie Our signs. So relate the

stories, perhaps they may reflect.”®

So these ayat; they beautify you O son of Adam, and the religion is
a beautification for the son of Adam, so if its companion is
approached by the people of wickedness and evil; they burn him.
Yet if they do not burn him; there comes to him a foul odour. So
the companion [blower] of the bellows will either burn the clothes

65 Al-A’raf: 175-176



51| The Perfume-Seller and the Blacksmith

or will either come with a putrid smell, and the putrid smell is
that it be said that: so and so is the companion of so and so.
Consequently his reputation becomes putrid, thus it is said: ‘what
a foul man he is, if there was any good in him; he would not have
accompanied that bad person.’ It is due to this that it has been
said:

Accompany not the ignorant brother,

Beyou mindful; and mind him,

For how many a fallen ignoramus,

Was mild-tempered when becoming his brother,
A person is correlated with the person,

Since he is that which he walks with.

If you are seen walking amongst the righteous; you will be
considered as being from among them; ‘I love the righteous and I
am not from them, and I hope to attain intercession due to them.’

The people of rectitude will intercede for their close friends on
The Day of Resurrection;

¥ 3l piife 35 ¥ stie 1§ O ) 52 and i e s
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“Close friends on that Day will be enemies one to another,
except the Muttaqin [pious, fearful ones]. [It will be said:] O My

servants; no fear shall be on you this Day, and nor shall you

grieve.”%0

66 Az-Zukhruf: 67-68
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Therefore accompanying the bad individual is only bad, he draws
you to that which he is engaged in from evil, from innovation or
foul lowly manners.

So Allah; Allah; O assemblage of beloved ones; in choosing the
companion, do not select from the people except those that will
aid you in the affairs of your religion and your worldly affairs.
Reminding you of Allah due to seeing him, or that you are
directed to Allah by way of his word. His statements remind you
of Allah, or that you are directed to Allah due to his state, so
beware of accompanying the evil ones from the people of desires
and innovation and from the people of wretchedness and
wrongdoing. Beware likewise O servant of Allah, that you are seen
with these types, for if you are seen with them, then do not blame
the one that has bad suspicion of you, since you your very self are
the one that placed yourself in the positions of accusation.

So I ask Allah, The Glorified and Most High by His Beautiful
Names and Lofty Attributes that He grants us and you all
beneficial knowledge, and righteous action, and insight into the
religion, and understanding within it, and steadfastness upon the
truth and guidance until we meet Him. Just as I ask Him, The
Majestic and Most High, that he rectifies all of our affairs as well
as the affairs of the Muslims, and that He Guides the Muslims who
are astray and grants ability to the Rulers of the Muslims in order
to act in accordance to His Book and to follow the Sunnah of His
Prophet Muhamfnad (Jzs4%4(>), and that He eliminates from the
Muslims and the lands of the Muslims that which has descended
upon them from tribulations - that which is apparent from them
as well as that which is hidden.
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Indeed, He is Munificent, Bountiful, and may Allah extol and
send peace and security and blessings upon His servant and His
Messenger - our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his family and
his companions and those that follow him upon excellence.
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Statements of the Salaf Regarding Companionship

‘Abdullah bin Mas'ad (#efiz) said: “There is nothing more
conclusive as a proof over something — nor smoke over that of fire

than the companion over the companion.”®’

Dawid bin Abi Hind said: “I have sat with the jurists, and so I
found my religion to be with them, I have sat with the people of
admonitions, and so I found soft feeling in my heart, I have sat
with the greater ones from the people, and so I found honourable
decorum amongst them, I have sat with the most wicked of
people, and so I found that one of them would divorce his wife
over something that would not be equivalent to a small hair.”%®

Al-Hasan bin ‘Ali al-Khallal said: some of the wise ones said:
“sittings with the people of religion polishes from the hearts the
rust of sins, and the sittings with those possessing honourable
decorum directs to noble manners, and the sittings with the
scholars yields the intelligence of the hearts.”®

Malik bin Dinar (5%z5) said: “Indeed; for you to carry rocks with
the righteous would be better than your eating Al-Khabig” with
the wickedly corrupt.””

7 Adab ad-Dunyd wa ad-Din p.167

8 Al-Mujalasah wa Jawahir al-‘Ilm vol 2 p.303
% Al-Mujalasah wa Jawahir al-‘Ilm vol 7 p.160
7 A sweet dish made of dates, cream and starch.

"t Rawdatul ‘Uqald wa Nuzhatul Fudala p.80
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Habib al-Jallab said: I asked Ibn al-Mubarak: “what is the best
thing a person could be given?” He said: “Innate (natural)
intelligence,” I said: “And if he doesn’t have that?”

He said: “Then fine manners.” So I said: “And if he doesn’t have
that?”

He replied: “A close brother of his that he may consult in affairs,”
so I said: “And if he doesn’t have that?”

He said: “Then prolonged silence.” Then I said: “And if he doesn’t

have that?” He said: “Then a quick death.””?

‘Abdullah bin Tawis ($&iz;) said: my father said to me: “O my son;
accompany the intelligent ones; you will be attributed to them -
even if you are not from them. Do not accompany the ignorant;
such that you are attributed to them - even if you are not from

them.””3

Malik bin Dinar (&¥iz5) said: “Every brother and associate in
sitting and companion from whom you do not benefit from in

your religion in terms of good; then discard from yourself his

companionship.”74

Sufyan bin ‘Uyainah (iiz5) would say: “For you to have a
righteous enemy is better than for you to have a corrupt friend,
because the righteous enemy - his Eman obstructs him from
harming you - or that he should impair upon you that which you

72 Siyar A’lam an-Nubald vol 8 p.397
73 Hilyatul Awliya vol 4 p.13

74 Hilyatul Awliya vol 6 p.248
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dislike, whilst the corrupt friend does not care concerning that

which is impaired from you.””®

Al-Awza’l (5i=5) said: “The companion to a companion is like a

patch for a garment; if it is not like unto it - it disfeatures it.””

Shaqiq al-Balkhi (£fiz5) said: “accompany the people as though
you would accompany fire, take its benefit whilst being cautious

of it burning you.”””

5 Hilyatul Awliya vol 7 p.281
76 Buhjatul Majalis p.150

"7 Hilyatul Awliya vol 8 p.77
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REAR PAGE SYNOPSIS

Al-Hafiz Abt Hatim Muhammad bin Hibban Al-Busti ( ) said:

“Indeed; from the greatest indications upon understanding what
it is a person is upon by way of his fluctuations and his dormancy
is: taking into consideration who it is that he converses with and
loves.

Since a person is upon the religion of his close friend; and the
birds of the sky converge on their own likeness.”

(Rawdatul ‘Uqala wa Nuzhatul Fudala)

Al-‘Allamah Muhammad bin Salih al-‘Uthaimin ( ) said:

“Strive to keep company with a people who are people of good.
They show you the right way if you err.

They guide you if you are misled.

They remind you if you forget.

They teach you if you do not know.

All of these are from the factors for the increase in Eman.”
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(Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari)



