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INTRODUCTION

The author [Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah] —may Allah
have mercy upon him —said:

All praises belong to Allah, the One who sent His messen-
gers with the guidance and the true religion, that it may
prevail over every other religion. And Allah is sufficient
as a witness. And I bear witness that nothing has the right
to be worshipped except for Allah, alone without partners,
affirming this and believing in His Oneness. And I bear
witness that Muhammad is His slave and His messenger,
may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him and
upon his Companions. As to what follows:

This is the belief of the saved victorious sect, Ahlus Sunnah
wal Jama’ah, up until the establishment of the Hour: belief
in Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, the resur-
rection after death, and the divine decree, the good of it
and the bad of it. As to what follows:

EXPLANATION

The author said, “All praises belong to Allah, the One who sent
His messengers with the guidance and the true religion, that it
may prevail over every other religion. And Allah is sufficient as
a witness.” He sent Muhammad % with the guidance and
the true religion as Allah the Exalted said:
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§ 380 g el 5k 0l o )
It is He who has sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth

[Siirah at-Tawbah 9:33]

Guidance is beneficial knowledge and truthful infor-
mation; this is what is referred to as guidance. And the
true religion is the upright just legislation containing
commands and prohibitions. And Allah sent [the Prophet
%} with beneficial knowledge, righteous actions, and an
upstanding principled legislation to prevail over all other
religions with the guidance He sent him with. And Allah
is sufficient as a witness over this great affair.

Then [the author] said, “And I bear witness that nothing
has the right to be worshipped except for Allah, alone without
partners, affirming this and believing in His Oneness.”
Meaning, confirming that He is the only One deserving
of worship. He is One in His essence and His names and
attributes. He has no resemblance, He has no likeness, and
He is One in His lordship. He is One in His creation of His
slaves. There is no Creator other than Him, the Creator and
Provider. He is One in His divinity; no one is deserving of
worship except Him. “Affirming this” means, “I affirm this
great tawhid.” Tawhid means singling out Allah the Exalted
for worship.

Then [the author] sent salutations upon the Prophet %,
as it appears in the hadith that he #5 directed those who
supplicate to praise Allah and then send salutations upon
the Prophet %ﬂ? Thus it is recommended to precede suppli-
cations and writings with praise of Allah and glorification
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of Him, testifying to His Oneness and to the message of
the Prophet %%; this is one of the reasons for the supplica-
tion being accepted, and one of the reasons for receiving
success. For this reason, he said in the hadith of Fadalah

ibn ‘Ubaid &2:
o 2 o e £ e o waas T 0T s 0y
B Ly A B0 & ey e

When one of you supplicates, let him begin with praise of
Allah and glorification of Him, then send salutations upon the
Prophet %&’, and then let him supplicate as he wills.!

Then [the author] said, “As fo what follows,” and this is a
statement that separates the speech before and after it. The
intent is to transition into the topic, meaning “as to what
follows the previous speech.”

“This is the belief” means that what I have mentioned is
the belief of the victorious Saved Sect (Ahlus Sunnah
wal Jama’ah) until the Day of Judgment. This is because
the Messenger of Allah %% informed us that this ummah
would divide into seventy-three sects, and all of them will
be in the Fire except one. It was said, “Who are they, O
Messenger of Allah?” He replied, “The Jama’ah.” And in
another wording, he said, “Those who are upon what I
and my Companions are upon.”

These people are Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah. They are
called the Saved Sect and they are called the Victorious
Group up until the Day of Judgment, and they are called
the Aided Group up until the Day of Judgment. All of
these descriptions are for one group. They are called victo-

1 Sunan Abi Dawud 1481
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rious, they are called saved, they are called Ahlus Sunnah
wal Jama’ah. They are the Companions 2 and those who
are upon their methodology; they are Ahlus Sunnah wal
Jama’ah. And they are the Saved Sect, the Companions
of the Prophet #£ and those who are upon their path and
follow their example; they are Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah.

Excluded from them are the Jahmiyyah, the Mu'tazilah,
the Murji'ah, and the Qadariyyah. And all those who
oppose the Companions %2 will be from the seventy-two
sects. The only ones who are from the Saved Sect are those
upon the methodology of the Companions concerning the
tawhid of Allah, sincerity to Him, following His legislation,
and exalting His commands and prohibitions as they come
in His Book and the Sunnah of His Prophet % These are
the people from the Saved Sect.



THE SIX PILLARS OF FAITH

And [the Saved Sect’s] belief is: belief in Allah, His angels,
His books, His messengers, the Day of Judgment, and
belief in divine decree, the good of it and the bad of it. The
‘aqidah of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah stems from these six
principles.

EXPLANATION

Belief in Allah

Included in belief in Allah is that Alladh is One without
partners. He sent the messengers, revealed the books, and
instituted legislation, including the five pillars of Islam:
the prayer, zakat, fasting [in Ramadan], and Hajj. Included
in belief in Allah is that He is the only one deserving of
worship and He is the One who legislates. Thus, He legis-
lated the prayer, zakat, fasting, Hajj, and the remaining
laws.

Belief in the Angels

Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe in everything Allah
has mentioned in His Book, or what comes in the authen-
tic Sunnah. They believe in Jibril, Mika’il, Israfil, the angel
of death, the gatekeepers of the Fire, and other than them.
They believe in all the angels: those about whom there is
detail, they believe in those details, and those mentioned
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in general, such as those who bear the Throne, those
around the Throne, and those who follow us (and from
them are the angels entrusted to us). They believe in all of
them. The angels are slaves of Allah, as Allah the Exalted
said:

§ostas o3l Zag JEIL A5l ¥ (53 S 3 B

Rather, they are [but] honored servants. They
cannot precede Him in word, and they act by His
command.

[Sirah al-Anbiya' 21:26,27]

And they are the best of Allah’s slaves, but it is the consen-
sus of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah that the believers from
the humans are better than them. This is because humans
are held religiously responsible and they are tried with
desire. Therefore, if they believe and are upright, they are
better than the angels.

Belief in the Books

Likewise, Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe in the
revealed books of Allah sent to all the Messengers. Those
which they know about, they believe in, such as the
Taurah, Injil, Zabiar, and the Qur'an. And those they do
not know about, they believe in them in general. Allah the
Exalted said:

Gy Sl Za Gl il Wil vl &)

Indeed We have sent Our messengers with clear
proofs, and revealed with them the books and
the Balance.

[Suirah al-Hadid 57:25]
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Thus Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe Allah sent books
down to His messengers, and these books are the truth,
and His books are from His speech. From His books are
the Taurah, Injil, Zabar, the Qur'an, and in general the
books which have been sent down.

Belief in His Messengers

Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe in the messengers.
They believe that Allah sent messengers, the first of them
being Nih. And from them is Adam ﬁfx\, as he was a
messenger to his offspring. And the last of the messengers
was Muhammad % All of them were truthful and all
of them conveyed the message of their Lord. All of them
were sent to call the people to the oneness of Allah and to
His obedience, and to warn them against shirk and sins,
the first of them to the last of them (Muhammad %)

Nih is called the first messenger because he was the first
sent to the people after shirk appeared amongst them.
Before that they were upon tawhid, following the legislation
of Adam ;tlfi\ Then shirk occurred among the people of Nih
due to them going to the extreme concerning Wadd, Suwa',
Yaghuith, Ya'aq, and Nasr.? Therefore, Allah sent Nah
to them to call them to the oneness of Allah and to warn
them from His punishment. When they persisted and did
not respond to the call, Allah sent the floods against them
and they drowned. We ask Allah for safety and security.

Belief in the Day of Judgment
Likewise Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe in the fifth

2 Ibn‘Abbas #2 said, “These were the names of righteous men from the peo-

ple of Nih; they took them as idols instead of worshipping Allah. Then they
were given to the Arabs after them.”

11
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pillar, and it is belief in the Last Day and resurrection
after death. Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe that after
mankind and the jinn die, they will be raised to life.

And this is called the Resurrection, and the Last Day,
and resurrection after death. All of these names appear
in the text. “The Last Day” comes in the Qur’an, and the
term “resurrection after death” comes in some of the ahadith.
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe that mankind and the
jinn will die, and then they will be raised to life and taken
to account for their actions, the good and bad of them, as
Allah clarified in His statement:

B Ol s o 8 1 u3 o 158 o 25y
Those who disbelieve have claimed that they
will never be resurrected. Say, "Yes, by my Lord,
you will surely be resurrected; then you will

surely be informed of what you did. And that,
for Allah, is easy."

[Stirah at-Taghabun 64:7]

It is a must that mankind is resurrected and taken to
account.

Thus the Last Day is the resurrection after death. The
people will be taken to account for their actions, good and
bad. Allah the Exalted said:

Gl @Mx o b Ly i) 5 L A5 %
§ Al 1Al Gl G et Ly 1l

And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens
and whatever is in the earth, that He may recom-

12
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pense those who do evil with [the penalty of]
what they have done and recompense those who
do good with the best [reward].

[Surah an-Najm 53:31]

Thus mankind has an appointed term, and it is the Day
of Judgment. Even if they are given respite in this world
and die without being taken to account, verily they have
an appointment. As Allah the Exalted said:

Ahde) ) opsalllal Jasg e Sle Al Ges v )
GOLN) 4 Sl o5
And never think that Allah is unaware of what

the wrongdoers do. He only delays them for a
Day when eyes will stare [in horror].

[Stirah Ibrahim 14:42]

And this is the Day of Judgment.

Belief in Divine Decree

Belief in divine decree is belief that Allah decreed matters
before the creation of man. It comes in Sahih Muslim from

the hadith of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-'As #2 that the

Prophet % said:

Gl genisy (25815 whsazdl alag O g golsdl ot 4 558
s e ake 05

Allah decreed the decree of the creation fifty thousand years

before He created the heavens and the earth, and His Throne
was upon the water.?

Allah the Exalted said:

3 Sahih Muslim 2653

13
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§ SByolals oo n K0 P
Indeed, We created all things with predestina-
tion.
[Stirah al-Qamar 54:49]

And the Exalted said:

V) 2l 3 Y gal) b e be Glial L p
S ot ol o A G G5 G B G IS 8
0K Landh ¥ Ay 2RET Ly 1555 Y 2856 L e 1
& 55hh JEL
No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves
except that it is inscribed in the Book of Decrees
before We bring it into existence. Verily, that
is easy for Allah. In order that you may not be
sad over matters that you fail to get, nor rejoice

because of that which has been given to you.
And Allah likes not prideful boasters.

[Siirah al-Hadid 57:22, 23]

Predetermined decree which is affirmed and written, as
Allah the Exalted said:

A G Gl sl b gl ) & s Ay
¢ e 4l o A ) GBS
Do you not know that Allah knows what is in

the heaven and earth? Indeed, that is in a Record.
Indeed that, for Allah, is easy.

[Stirah al-Hajj 22:70]

Therefore Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe that Allah
has decreed matters and written them down before the

14
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creation of mankind, and before the presence of man, by
fifty thousand years. Rather this was done before all of the
creation was created, before the creation of the heavens
and the earth, by fifty thousand years. And His Throne
was upon the water.

These six pillars are the foundation of faith according to
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah.

15



AFFIRMING THE ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH THE EXALTED

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

And from belief in Allah is to believe in what He has
described Himself with in His Book or how He has been
described by His Messenger ¥ without distorting [these
descriptions] (tahrif), negating them (ta’til), saying how
sthey are (takyif), or making any resemblance and likeness
with the creation (tamthil).

Rather, as it relates to Allah the Exalted, we believe:

§ onad mald) 325 5000 ARE Gl B
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Stirah ash-Shiira 42:11]

They do not negate what He has described Himself with,
nor do they distort the speech from its proper place. They
do not deviate concerning His names and His ayat. They
do not say how His names and attributes are, and they
do not make a similitude between His attributes and the
attributes of the creation. This is because Allah the Exalted
does not have any rival from, or likeness or similitude to
His creation. Allah the Exalted is more knowledgeable
about Himself than anyone else. And He is the most truth-
ful in speech, and better in speech than His creation.
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EXPLANATION

From belief in Allah is belief in what He has described
Himself with or by what His Messenger has described
Him with, without distorting [these descriptions] (tahrif),
negating them (ta’til), saying how they are (takyif), or
making any resemblance and likeness with the creation
(tamthil). This is included in belief in Allah: belief in what
He has described Himself with [such as] Hakim, ‘Aziz,
Ra'af, Rahim, Qadir, and other than that, and by what His
Messenger #E has described Him with in the authentic
ahadith.

It is obligatory to affirm them for Allah. As it comes in the
authentic hadith:
Bl gl s v walst g Sl )l s

Allah smiles at two men. One of them killed the other and they
both enter Paradise.

And in another hadith:
215 Claxy Bl Al WS Gl o Wae AR Cae B 55 )
)/le:'

Verily, my Lord is angry, to an extent which He has never been
angry before nor would He be angry afterward like this.’

This is referring to the Day of Judgment. Ahlus Sunnah

*  Sahih Muslim 1890: “Allah smiles at two men. One of them killed the other
and they both enter Paradise. The [Companions] said, ‘Messenger of Allah,
how is [}cfhis s0]?’ He said, ‘One of them fights in the way of Allah, the Exalted,
and dies a martzr. Then Allah turns in mercy to the murderer who embraces
Islam, fights in the way of Allah, the Exalted, and dies a martyr.””

5 Sahih Bukhari 4712

17
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believe in all of His names and attributes which appear in
the Mighty Book or in the pure Sunnah. And they believe
Allah has no likeness, no similitude, and no rival—
meaning there is nothing like Him—and no comparison
between Him and His creation. To Him belong beautiful
names and lofty attributes. His attributes are not like the
attributes of the creation and He does not resemble the

creation.
Allah the Exalted said:
ey
Do you know of any similarity to Him?
[Stirah Maryam 19:65]
And His statement:
RISy
And there is none equal or comparable unto
Him.
[Stirah al-Tkhlas 112:4]

And His statement:

§ (sl 05 1018 all lasi Sa

So do not attribute to Allah equals while you
know [that there is nothing similar to Him].

[Siirah al-Bagarah 2:22]

Therefore Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah affirm the attributes
and names of Allah in a manner which is befitting to Him.
They do not negate His attributes, they do not change His
words from their proper places; rather, they believe in

18
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everything which comes in the Book and the Sunnah from
His names and attributes in a manner which is befitting to
Allah, the Exalted, without distortion.

Tahrif (distortion) is to alter the speech with addition or
subtraction, or to negate the attributes, either by outright
negation or improper interpretation of the meaning.

Takyif (saying how the names and attributes are): They
(Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah) do not say He rose over the
Throne like this or He descends like this, or He becomes
angry like this. They do not say how His names and attri-
butes are.

Tamthil (likeness or resemblance): they do not say His
anger is like this, or He ascended like this, or His hearing
is like this, or His sight is like this.

They affirm the attributes and names of Allah in the
manner which is befitting to His majesty. They do not
distort or alter the meanings, they do not make a simili-
tude or likeness for Him, they do not deny His names and
attributes nor do they say how His names and attributes
are. Their foundational principle in this matter is:

§ Dnail) oaldl 35 200 4B G B
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Stirah ash-Shiird 42:11]

When Imam Malik (may Allah have mercy upon him)
and other than him from the Salaf were asked about this,
he said, “The ascension is known, the how is unknown,

19
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belief in it is obligatory and questioning concerning it is an
innovation.”®

Allah the Exalted is described by His names as they appear
in the text without any addition or subtraction. And they
are real attributes: the ascension is reality, the hearing is
reality, the pleasure is reality, the anger is reality; they are
not allegorical, rather they are in the manner which befits
His majesty.

Therefore we do not make takyif (saying how His names
and attributes are), nor do we make tamthil (resemblance
or likeness with the creation), nor do we make tashbih
(similitude) nor do we make tahrif (distortion); rather, we
accept them upon their apparent meanings. We accept
everything which appears in the text as it appears in the
text.

As the Salaf said:
255 LS Gyl
Believe in them as they have appeared.’

And we do not make ta'wil (interpretation). We have
faith in them, believing they are the truth and attributes
affirmed for Allah. And Allah is described with these
attributes in the true sense without fashbih (similitude),
tamthil (likeness to creation), takyif (saying how), or ta’til
(negation). This is what Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah say.

6 This narration has been transmitted from a number of the Salaf, from them
Imam Malik, his Shaykh Rabi’ah ibn Abi “Abdur Rahman, Imam ash-Shafi'i,
al-Awza’i, ath-Thawri, and other than them from the imams.

7 Al-Ajurri, ash-Shari’ah 720

20



BELIEVING IN THE TRUTHFULNESS OF THE
MESSENGERS FSELﬁ IN EVERYTHING THEY NARRATED

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

His messengers are truthful and reliable, in contrast to
those who say what they do not do. For this reason, Allah
said:

S By G Lo Bl O Sl Ak B
§ Gpallall 5 400 3y ¢l
Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Honor and
Power! (He is free) from what they attribute unto

Him! And Salam be on the messengers! And
praise to Allah, Lord of the worlds.

[Stirah as-Saffat 37:180-182]

Thus, He declared Himself free from what the opposers of
the messengers describe Him with. And He invoked peace
upon the messengers, which means what they narrated
was free from deficiency and blame. Allah the Exalted has
combined what He has described and named Himself with
between negation and affirmation, thus Ahlus Sunnah wal
Jama’ah do not abandon what the messengers came with,.
Surely it is the straight path, the path of those Allah has
bestowed His favor upon from the prophets, the truthful,
the martyrs, and the righteous.

Included in this is what Allah has described Himself with
in Sarah al-Ikhlas, that which is equal to one third of the
Qur'an.

21
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He said:

S+ 05 i A Sl e b By
4 Bk A &

Say: He is Allah, (the) One. Allah is as-Samad

(the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures

need, He neither eats nor drinks). He begets not,

nor was He begotten, and there is none equal or
comparable to Him.

[Stirah al-Tkhlas 112: 1-4]

And what He described Himself with in the greatest verse
in His book when He said:

Qs i MBY 8 2 g yany
.:.:c@....ugﬂ\ \Sg,;uz.ﬁ\‘;uj L b
9@%‘)@}’@3;&}*&\&&#@:\4‘“

SaNly el a:“jsw 2 Ly V) adle e

§ pial IR0 g Weia 235

Allah! None has the right to be worshipped
but He, the Ever-Living, the One Who sustains
and protects all that exists. Neither slumber nor
sleep overtake Him. To Him belongs whatever
is in the heavens and whatever is on earth.
Who is he that can intercede with Him except
with His permission? He knows what happens
to them (His creatures) in this world, and what
will happen to them in the Hereafter. And they
will never compass anything of His Knowledge
except that which He wills. His Kursi extends
over the heavens and the earth, and He feels no
fatigue in guarding and preserving them. And
He is the Most High, the Most Great.

[Siirah al-Bagarah 2:255]
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EXPLANATION

The author, may Allah have mercy upon him, said, “His
messengers are truthful and reliable,” as he previously
mentioned from the belief in Allah, His angels, His books,
His messengers, and the other aspects of belief; then Allah
informs us that He is the most knowledgeable of these
affairs. He is the most knowledgeable of Himself, and most
knowledgeable of His creation, and He is never compared
to His creation.

And His messengers are also truthful, trustworthy, and
reliable in what they narrate. The Qur'an and the messen-
gers gﬁ have informed us about Muhammad 42 as the
best of them, their leader, and the seal of the messengers.
He (Prophet Muhammad %) has informed us that Allah
is the Exalted, the Most High, and that He rose above His
Throne, He gives and withholds, He has power over all
things, and He deserves to be worshipped. The Sunnah
has come with His great attributes. And He is the deity
deserving of worship, because worship is according to
what is proven in the Qur'an and what the trustworthy
messengers g:ﬁ have narrated concerning Allah.

[Calling them] “reliable” means it is obligatory upon every
religiously responsible person (those who are sane and
have reached the age of puberty) to believe them. And the
messengers did not bring anything from Allah except the
truth, thus they are truthful, trustworthy, and reliable.

Consequently, it is obligatory upon every religiously
responsible person to believe in them and to work accord-

23
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ing to what they came with. Every nation must work
according to what their messengers gave them, and the
messenger of this nation is Muhammad %ﬁ,’

Thus it is obligatory upon this nation to follow what he
came with and to follow his legislation, as the Exalted said:

‘% FAGERETS e’st_’@_} 7} 333}53 8}:-“3“ églﬂ L %’

And whatever the Messenger has given you,
take; and what he has forbidden you, refrain
from.

[Sitrah al-Hashr 59:7]

And the Exalted said:

§ G 20 A Ol ) S el G B Y
Say, [O Muhammad], "O mankind, indeed I am
the Messenger of Allah to you all.

[Siirah al-A'raf 7:158]

Thus it is upon every religiously responsible person to
follow this Messenger #% with what he came with from
the Book and the Sunnah of legislated rules, including
those actions implemented and those avoided. Included
in that is what has been narrated from Allah’s names
and attributes, so it is obligatory to believe in them, and
to believe in everything which has been narrated from
Allah’s names and attributes. This belief must be free from
likening Allah to anything, free from resembling Allah to
His creation, and free from negating His attributes. Thus
the author said, “in contrast to those who say what they do not
do.” This means the disbelievers and the ignorant people.
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For this reason He praised Himself and freed Himself
from what the liars say, as the Exalted said:

S B G Ge B L5 35 g
§ cudel 25 40 2l Gl
Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Honor and
Power! (He is free) from what they attribute unto

Him! And Salam be on the Messengers! And
praise to Allah, Lord of the worlds.

[Stirah as-Saffat 37: 180-182]

So He praised Himself, because He is complete in His
essence, His names, and His attributes. The Exalted said,
“And praise to Allah, Lord of the worlds.” He freed Himself
from what His enemies who opposed the messengers say.
The Exalted said, “Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Honor
and Power! (He is free) from what they attribute unto Him!”
Meaning He is free from what His enemies describe Him
with, such as the saying of the disbelievers that He has
taken a son or a wife and saying He has a partner. All of
this is false, and He has declared Himself free from this.
He did not take a son nor a wife.

Allah the Exalted is One and He is as-Samad (the
Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need) and He
has no partners; rather He is the only deity worthy of
worship.

The Exalted said:
€ el Gl 5 9] A Y Sl Y 2

And your God is One God, there is none who
has the right to be worshipped but He, the Most
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Beneficent, the Most Merciful.
[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:163]

Salam upon the messengers due to the blamelessness of
what they narrated, being safe from deficiency and blame.
So He said:

Géu/.*,,‘}‘“ééu/’j%)
Salam upon the messengers.
[Stirah as-Saffat 37:182]

This is because they submitted (sallamiu - \)ﬁlu) to Allah
with what He informed them about Himself, and they
surrendered to Him and conveyed this to the ummah. Thus
they are unscathed, infallible, and truthful in this affair,
reliable and trustworthy.

Then He praised Himself. The Exalted said:

& udlll i 4l 22y )
All praises belong to Allah, the Lord of
all that exists.
[Stirah as-Saffat 37:182]
This is due to the perfection of His attributes and His
actions. For this reason the absolute praise belongs to Him.

Allah the Exalted has combined between negation and
affirmation with what He has described and named
Himself with, in the verses and ahadith. The negation is
general while the affirmation is specific. This is the method
of the Book and the Sunnah: the negation is general.
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There is nothing like unto Him.
[Siirah ash-Shird 42:11]

PR R PUERACE ERY

Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship)
while you know (that He Alone has the right to
be worshipped).

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:22]

€ L 4 5 0ap
Do you know of any similarity to Him?
[Stirah Maryam 19:65]

And there are other similar verses as well.

The affirmation is specific. He is al-‘Aziz, al-Hakim,
ar-Ra'af, al-Halim, al-Wahid, as-Samad, al-Ghafuar,
ar-Rahim, al-Malik, al-Quddas, and as-Salam; and He has
other detailed names and attributes as well.

The verses from the Qur'an and the narrations in the
Sunnah also combine between negation and affirmation
[of the names and attributes of Allah]. The negation is
general, freeing Him from everything which is not befit-
ting for Him, and it declares His perfection. It also frees
Him from what the enemies of the messengers gstﬁ say.
Thus it combines between this and the detailed affirma-
tion of His names and attributes. Ahlus Sunnah does not
refrain from what the messengers brought, for verily it is
the straight path, and it is the tawhid of Allah and obedi-
ence to Him, belief in Him and belief in His names and
attributes. He has no resemblance, no similitude, and no
rival.
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This is the straight path about which Allah said:

§ sl Thlall Gab) p
Guide us to the straight path.
[Siirah al-Fatihah 1:6]

This is the path (about which He said):

I3l BN, GAR Ga aglle A Gl B
4 Sallally
Those on whom Allah has bestowed His Grace:

of the Prophets, the steadfast affirmers of truth,
the martyrs, and the righteous.

[Siirah an-Nisa' 4:69]

Thus He combined the detailed affirmation with the
general negation. Allah the Exalted said:

RER I PAATRHE lal \i;m* afal s By
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Say: He is Allah, (the) One. Allah is as-Samad

(the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures

need, He neither eats nor drinks). He begets not,

nor was He begotten, and there is none equal or
comparable to Him.

[Stirah al-Tkhlas 112: 1-4]

He mentioned that He is Allah, He is One, and He is as-Sa-
mad, and then He said, “He begets not, nor was He begotten”;
this detail is specific in negating birth (for Allah) due to the
deficiencies that come along with that. Then He mentioned
general negation. He said, “And there is none equal or compa-
rable unto Him.” This is similar to His statements:
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¢ LUy
Do you know of any similarity to Him?
[Surah Maryam 19:65]

§ Cosalss 05 1318 Al 1lass NG

Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship)
while you know (that He Alone has the right to
be worshipped).

[Strah al-Baqarah 2:22]
SR
There is nothing like unto Him.

[Stirah ash-Shiira 42:11]

Likewise is that which is found in Ayatul Kursi:

§ a5 Y T s BB Y 2 22h A A YAy
Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but
He, the Ever-Living, the One Who sustains and

protects all that exists. Neither slumber nor sleep
overtake Him.

[Surah al-Bagarah 2:255]

Thus He negated for Himself slumber and sleep, meaning
light slumber and heavy sleep. This is because He is
described with perfect life, and slumber and sleep are
deficiencies in life. And Allah is free from that. He is the
Ever-Living who does not die, and sleep is a form of death.
Thus Allah the Exalted is the Ever-Living who does not

die.
§ aN) b g il LAy
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To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and
whatever is on earth.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:255]

This means He is the owner of everything.

a8 ¥l e 1 o By
Who is he that can intercede with Him except
with His permission?
[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:255]

This means no one can intercede without His permis-
sion on the Day of Judgment, and the messengers and the
righteous will intercede with His permission.

As for in this world, then Allah the Exalted has commanded
all of the people to supplicate to Him, specifying Him
with their supplications, and to intercede with Allah on
behalf of their brothers in this world. The Prophet % used
to intercede on behalf of those who requested interces-
sion from him. If anyone sought intercession from him, or
removal of fear, he would supplicate for them.® As for the
Day of Judgment, then no one can intercede except with

8  “Atd' bin Abu Rabah reported that Ibn 'Abbas 3\3‘@ asked him whether he
would like to be shown a woman who is from the people of Jannah. When he
replied that he certainly would, Ibn “Abbas said, "This black woman, who came
to the Prophet % and said, 'I suffer from epilepsy and during fits my body is
exposed, so make supplication to Allah for me.' He ﬁ% replied, 'If you wish,
you can endure it patiently and be rewarded with Jannah, or if you wish, I shall
make supplication to Allah to cure you.' She said, 'I shall endure it.' Then she
added, 'But my body is exposed, so pray to Allah that this may not happen.' He
(the Prophet £) then supplicated for her." [Sahih Muslim 2576]

Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Mughith was a slave.” [Mughith] said, “O Messenger of
Allah, make intercession for me with her (Barirah).” The Messenger of Allah
% said, “O Barirah, fear Allah. He (Mughith) is your husband and the father
of your child.” She said, “O Messenger of Allah, do you command me with
that?” He said, “No, I am only interceding.” Then tears were falling down on
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His permission, but in this world they intercede by way
of general permission. This is because He has permitted in
His legislation that the Muslims intercede for each other.

He said:

2

4§ Ghe uus,m«_m@mw%

Whoever intercedes for a good cause will have
the reward thereof.

[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:85]

Allah has granted them permission and incited them to
do so, to work together upon piety and righteousness,
to advise each other, and to enjoin one another upon the
truth. And intercession is from enjoining each other upon
the truth, and from goodness. Therefore it is permissi-
ble in this world, by a general permission from Allah the
Exalted.

The people will go to Adam on the Day of Judgment [for
intercession], and to Nih, Ibrahim, and ‘Isa gst:ﬂ‘ . Each of
them will make an excuse until the affair reaches our
Prophet Muhammad % He will prostrate before his
Lord, beneath the Throne. Then he will praise Allah with a
tremendous praise which Allah will teach him, and he will
be granted permission. It will be said, “Intercede and you
will be granted intercession.”

Ayatul Kursi, the greatest verse in the Book of Allah,
contains affirmation and negation:

Mughith’s cheeks. The Messenger of Allah % said to ‘Abbas, “ Are you not sur-
prised with the love of Mughith for Barirah and her hatred for him?” [Sunan
Abi Dawad 2231]
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“The Ever-Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that
exists.” This is affirmation.

“Neither slumber nor sleep overtake Him.” This is negation.

“To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on
earth.” This is affirmation.

“Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His
Permission?” This is negation.

“He knows what happens to them (His creatures) in this world,
and what will happen to them in the Hereafter.” This is affir-
mation.

“And they will never compass anything of His knowledge except
that which He wills. His Kursi extends over the heavens and the
earth, and He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving them.
And He is the Most High, the Most Great.” This clarifies His
perfection, that He is the Most High, the Most Great, and
that He has perfect life. He is the Ever-Living who sustains
all that exists and He is the owner of everything. Thus it is
obligatory to summit to Him, to beseech Him, and to seek
refuge in Him. Everything is in His Hand and He disposes
of all affairs.

For this reason the Exalted said:
§ & el 323 )

Call upon Me; I will respond to you.
[Stirah Ghafir 40:60]

And He said:
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£ Al e a 1siL5 )
And ask Allah of His bounty.
[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:32]

And the Exalted said:

2
2
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And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad],

concerning Me, indeed I am near. I respond to

the invocation of the supplicant when he calls
upon Me.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:186]
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BELIEF THAT ALLAH IS THE FIRST AND ETERNAL,
AFFIRMING HIS KNOWLEDGE, HIS HEARING, HIS
SIGHT, HIS WILL, AND HIS DESIRE

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him—said:

Allah the Exalted said:

§ &e 05 JS) 3hy Gl Jallally 2295 J5Y) 55
He is the First (nothing is before Him) and
the Last (nothing is after Him), the Most High
(nothing is above Him) and the Most Near

(nothing is nearer than Him). And He is the
All-Knower of everything.

[Stirah al-Hadid 57:3]

§ &5 ¥ i Al B R p
And put your trust in the Ever-Living One Who
does not die.

[Stirah al-Furgan 25:58]
And His statements:
£ pSad il 5 p
And He is the All-Knower, the All-Wise.
[Siirah at-Tahrim 66:2]

e% SN N 3A% %
And He is the All-Wise, well-acquainted with all
things.

[Stirah al-An’am 6:18]
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He knows that which goes into the earth and

that which comes forth from it, and that which

descends from the heaven and that which

ascends to it. And He is the Most Merciful, the
Oft-Forgiving.

[Stirah Saba' 34:2]

And His statement:

jﬁ\é&;&ﬁ;&‘f{g\t@.ﬂb\];&ﬁlé&éﬁg%
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And with Him are the keys of the unseen; none
knows them except Him. And He knows what is
on the land and in the sea. Not a leaf falls but
that He knows it. And no grain is there within

the darkness of the earth and no moist or dry
[thing] but that it is [written] in a clear record.

[Strah al-An’am 6:59]
And His statement:
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And no female conceives or gives birth, but with
His knowledge.

[Stirah Fatir 35:11]

And His statements:

%
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That you may know that Allah has power over
all things, and that Allah surrounds (compre-
hends) all things in (His) knowledge.

[Stirah at-Talag 65:12]

& Gl 5l 5 G0 3 A Gy

Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of
Power, the Most Strong.

[Stirah adh-Dhariyat 51:58]
And His statement:
§ Seadd) il 3a5 5005 4B Gl B

There is nothing similar to Him and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Stirah ash-Shiira 42:11]
And His statement:
PRV N PRV ARG e - FFR=C R DA TR

It was better for you to say, when you entered
your garden, “That which Allah wills (will come
to pass)! There is no power but with Allah.”

[Stirah al-Kahf 18:39]
And His statement:
§ Ao e O all oy b LA B gl )

And if Allah had willed, they would not have
fought each other, but Allah does what He
intends. ‘

[Siirah al-Bagarah 2:253]

And His statement:
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And whomever Allah wills to guide, He opens

his breast to Islam, and whomever He wills

to send astray, He makes his breast closed and
constricted.

[Sirah al-An’am 6:125]

EXPLANATION

In these verses, Allah gathers that which He has described
Himself with and named Himself with, between the
affirmation and negation. In them He affirms the perfect
attributes for Himself and He negates for Himself all
deficiencies and shortcomings. Ayatul Kursi has already
been explained, as well as Sarah al-Ikhlas.

Allah says:
€ e 203 IS, 585 (Ul Sallally JaVls J5Y) 5h %
He is the First (nothing is before Him) and
the Last (nothing is after Him), the Most High
(nothing is above Him) and the Most Near

(nothing is nearer than Him). And He is the
All-Knower of everything.

[Stirah al-Hadid 57:3]

He affirmed that He is the Fir§t, the One Whom there is
nothing before; as the Prophet % said:

R P P Rt S T R PR PpY 1 Na&) < oF o af
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O Allah, You are the First so there is nothing before You,
and You are the Last so there is nothing after You. You are
adh-Dhabhir [the greatest and highest] so there is nothing above
You, and You are al-Batin [aware of the subtlest secrets] so
there is nothing closer than You.’

Thus He is adh-Dhahir above all of His slaves, and there
is nothing above Him. And He is al-Batin, there is nothing
closer than Him, so He knows everything, and no secrets
are hidden from Him.

And likewise the verses regarding knowledge which He
mentioned after; Allah says:

§ WSS ) a5 )
And He is the All-Knower, the All-Wise.
[Stirah at-Tahrim 66:2]

And His statement:

SRR T PR R -
That you may know that Allah has power over

all things, and that Allah surrounds (compre-
hends) all things in (His) Knowledge.

[Stirah at-Taldg 65:12]

And there are other verses which mention knowledge and
wisdom, such as His statement:

§pa S P

®  Sahih Muslim 2713
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Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise.
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:220]

And there are verses which mention provision and
strength.

€ a5 5 GG 5 A ) )
Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of
Power, the Most Strong.
[Stirah adh-Dhariyat 51:58]

And there are verses which mention His will and desire;
all of them prove His greatness. And He has complete and
perfect will, complete and perfect desire, complete and
perfect knowledge, and complete and perfect power; all
of these are from His attributes. His attributes exist in a
manner which does not resemble His slaves. His strength
is not like the strength of His slaves; rather His strength
is completely perfect, just as all of His attributes are. His
attributes have absolute perfection.

For this reason He said:

§ Spal ald) a5 5000 RS G B
There is nothing similar to Him and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Stirah ash-Shurd 42:11]
§ OB 4 15,0 Y6 )

So put not forward similitudes for Allah.
[Stirah an-Nahl 16:74]

Z
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Do you know of any similarity to Him?
[Siirah Maryam 19:65]

Rl iy
And there is none equal or comparable unto
Him.

[Surah al-Tkhlas 112:4]
Therefore His knowledge is not similar to the knowledge
of the creation; there are no secrets hidden from Him.
And likewise His wisdom, power, strength, forbearance,
hearing, and sight; all of these attributes are complete and
perfect without any deficiencies and have no resemblance

to His slaves. This is in contrast to the attributes of the
creation, as their attributes are deficient and weak.

As for Allah the Exalted, all of His attributes exist in a
manner which is absolutely complete. As the Exalted said:

§ Sadl) madld) 35 2 4B G B
There is nothing similar to Him and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Stirah ash-Shird 42:11]
And because of His perfection, He said:
¢Ln T8y
Do you know of any similarity to Him?
[Stirah Maryam 19:65]

This means there is no one who has His perfection.

"His will": This means His universal will. His universal
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will is implemented and nothing can repel it. Whatever
Allah wills will surely occur, including death and life, the
strengthening of people or their debasement, losing or
gaining rulership, giving birth or being barren; all of this
occurs by the will of Allah.

Allah the Exalted said:
A 20 ) G B W it o K ol 3l
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To whomever among you who wills to walk

straight; and you do not will except that Allah
wills, Lord of the ‘Alamin (all that exists).

[Stirah at-Takwir 81:28,29]
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But if your Lord had willed, they would not have
done it.

[Stirah al-An’am 6:112]

His desire is of two categories. [One is] His universal
desire, His will which is implemented and not repelled by
anyone. As the Exalted said:
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And whomever Allah wills to guide, He opens

his breast to Islam, and whomever He wills

to send astray, He makes his breast closed and
constricted.

[Stirah al-An’am 6:125]
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And His statement:

§ Ml &35l & p
Verily, Allah commands that which He wills.
[Stirah al-Ma’idah 5:1]

This is the universal desire which is implemented, and just
like His will it is not repelled.

As for His legislative desire, this means that which He
loves and is pleasing to Him; this may occur and it may
not occur. Like the statement of the Exalted:
Codiy L8 e (i) G sy K1 D 30
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Allah wishes to make clear (what is lawful and
what is unlawful) to you, and to show you the
ways of those before you, and accept your repen-

tance, and Allah is the All-Knower, All-Wise.
Allah wants to accept your repentance.

[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:26, 27]

This is the legislative desire; it may occur and it may not
occur. Allah wants to guide all the Muslims, and He wants
to accept their repentance. But this is the legislative desire,
so most of the creation will not repent and most of them
will die upon disbelief. Therefore the legislative desire
may or may not happen.

Allah’s legislative will is for mankind to accept the truth,
follow the messengers, and obey Him. There are some
of them who are obedient and some who are disobedi-
ent. Paradise is for whoever obeys Him and the Fire is for
whoever disobeys Him.
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As the Exalted said:
s A0a% Aoy Al ok g 4 30 Gk )
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These are the limits (set by) Allah (or ordain-
ments as regards laws of inheritance), and
whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger will
be admitted to Gardens under which rivers flow
(in Paradise), to abide therein, and that will
be the great success. And whoever disobeys
Allah and His Messenger and transgresses His
limits, He will put him into the Fire to abide

eternally therein, and he will have a humiliating
punishment.

[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:13, 14]

All of them are promised: those who obey Him will have
Paradise, and those who disobey Him will have the Fire.
This is the legislative desire.

As for the universal desire, then no one can oppose it;
whatever Allah wills, will surely occur. Some people will
be destroyed, others empowered; some will die, others
will live; some will lose their kingdoms, while other kings
will remain. His universal desire is like His universal will,
as it will surely be implemented.
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SOME ATTRIBUTES OF THE CREATOR MENTIONED
IN THE QUR'AN, SUCH AS LOVE, MERCY, PLEASURE,
ANGER, HATE, AND WRATH

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

Allah’s statement:

§ el Lol Al &) 1l 3
And do good; indeed, Allah loves the doers of
good.

[Surah al-Bagarah 2:195]
And His statement:
§ Cobuiid) Lnd Al ) 15ladls B

And be equitable. Verily! Allah loves those who
are equitable.

[Siirah al-Hujurat 49:9]
And His statement:
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So as long as they are upright toward you, be
upright toward them. Indeed, Allah loves the
righteous.

[Siirah at-Tawbah 9:7]

And the statement of the Exalted:
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Say (O Muhammad to mankind), "If you (really)
love Allah, then follow me; Allah will love you."

[Stirah Ali ‘Imran 3:31]
And His statement:
2. 8 8 a8 2 0% s % :, “ o %
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Allah will bring a people whom He will love
and they will love Him.

[Stirah al-Ma'idah 5:54]
And His statement:
§ Gasiain

Verily, Allah loves those who fight in His cause
in rows (ranks) as if they were a solid structure.

[Stirah as-Saff 61:4]
And His statement:
§ 35350 ) 5y b
And He is Oft-Forgiving, full of love.
[Stirah al-Buriij 85:14]

And the statement of the Exalted:

€ padl) a3l Al (i

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.

[Stirah al-Fatihah 1:1; Sirah an-Naml 27:30]

And His statement:
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§ ey 4aa) o8 S Sy

Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy
and knowledge.

[Surah Ghafir 40:7]
And His statement:
§ Lan) Giaball OS5 3

And He is ever Most Merciful to the believers.
[Siirah al-Ahzab 33:43]

And His statement:

- )
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And My mercy embraces all things.
[Stirah al-A'raf 7:156]

And His statement:
& ) 4l o K5 K p

Your Lord has written mercy for Himself.
[Siirah al-An’am 6:54]

And His statement:
€ 3380 5y

And He is the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
[Siirah Yinus 10:107]

And His statement:
¢ Cpeall gl 55 (hila 52 ANG
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But Allah is the best to guard, and He is the Most
Merciful of those who show mercy.

[Siirah Yiisuf 12:64]
And the statement of the Exalted:
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Allah is pleased with them, and they are pleased
with Him. That is the great attainment.

[Stirah al-Ma'idah 5:119]
And the statement of the Exalted:
b AR Sea HABAE IR Wk & Gag
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And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his
recompense is Hell to abide therein, and the
wrath and the curse of Allah are upon him.

[Siirah an-Nisa' 4:93]
And His statement:
£ Wlsla, &5 Al Taatd 1l 23l an

That is because they followed that which
angered Allah, and hated that which pleased
Him.

[Strah Muhammad 47:28]

And His statement:

§ Owadl 50 b Wil BT L )
So when they angered Us, We punished them,
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and drowned them all.
[Surah az-Zukhruf 43:55]

And the statement of the Exalted:
€ 2l e 058 05

But Allah was averse to their being sent forth, so
He made them lag behind.

[Stirah at-Tawbah 9:46]
And His statement:

€ oot L o 0 e a5

Most hateful it is with Allah that you say that
which you do not do.

[Stirah as-Saff 61:3]

EXPLANATION

The verses which contain the attribute of love are numer-
ous. Allah has described Himself with love, He loves and
He is loved. He loves the pious, He loves the doers of
good, and He loves those who are just and fair.

The Exalted said:

22 8 8 48 5 4% 2% ,.B/ “ o %
§ Wiy pa ot Al b Gl B
Allah will bring a people whom He will love
and they will love Him.

[Stirah al-Ma’idah 5:54]

And the Exalted said:
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Say (O Muhammad to mankind), "If you (really)
love Allah then follow me; Allah will love you"

[Stirah Ali ‘Imran 3:31]

Likewise from His attributes are mercy and compassion.
He is merciful and His mercy encompasses everything. He
is also forgiving and full of love; this means He is the most
beloved to those who love Him. He also becomes pleased
and angry; He has wrath and He hates.

€ e Ll sl Al oy
Allah is pleased with them, and they are pleased
with Him.

[Stirah al-Ma'idah 5:119]

€l Gt )

Allah’s anger is upon them.
[Stirah al-Mujadilah 58:14]

§ 4il3ia, 15h &5 Al st b 1l 28l &

That is because they followed that which
angered Allah, and hated that which pleased
Him.

[Surah Muhammad 47:28]
And He said:
& el i) Ao oy

But Allah was averse to their being sent forth, so
He made them lag behind.

[Stirah at-Tawbah 9:46]

49



Imam 'Abdul ' Aziz Bin Baz

All of these attributes are true: pleasure, love, mercy, wrath,
anger; Allah is described with all of these. And similar to
His other attributes, they are befitting His majesty without
tahrif (distortion), ta'til (negation), takyif (saying how), or
tamthil (likening to the creation). Therefore, His love is not
like the love of the creation, and His pleasure is not like
theirs. His anger is not like theirs, and His hate is not like
the hate of the creation. His wrath is not like their wrath.
All of His attributes are like this.

The Exalted said:

@ opatl) ) 345 500 4B Gl B
There is nothing similar to Him and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Siirah ash-Shiira 42:11]
And the Exalted said:
¢RI K Gy

And there is none equal or comparable unto
Him.

[Stirah al-Tkhlas 112:4]
And Allah the Exalted said:
§ OBy 4l 15,0555 )

So put not forward similitudes for Allah.
[Stirah an-Nahl 16:74]

He has no similitude. Do not put forward similitudes for
Allah. He has no likeness and no rival. All of His attri-
butes are in one category (meaning, unique to Him and
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not similar to the creation).

Thus we say: We believe in Allah the Exalted by His
beautiful names and lofty attributes, which are affirmed
in the Qur'an and the authentic Sunnah, in a way which
is befitting to His majesty, without tahrif (distortion), ta'til
(negation), takyif (saying how), or tamthil (likening to the
creation). Rather, we say: All of his attributes are true and
all of His names are beautiful.

We affirm for Allah what He has affirmed for Himself,
what His Prophet% has affirmed for Him, and what the
Companions of the Prophet #2 have affirmed for Him, in
that which is befitting to His majesty. His attributes do not
resemble the attributes of the creation, and His names do
not resemble the names of His creation. He has beautiful
names, and they have great meanings.

For this reason He said:

§ o db LAl sual) Al )
And (all) the most beautiful names belong to
Allah, so call on Him by them.
[Stirah al-A'raf 7:180]

This is due to His perfection, and because of their complete
meanings He called them beautiful.

No one knows how His attributes are except for Him. He
knows in a manner which is not like our knowledge, and
He shows mercy in a manner which is not similar to our
mercy. He ascends in a manner which is not similar to
our ascension, and He descends in a manner which is not
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like our descending. He arrives in a manner which is not
similar to our arrival, and He becomes angry in a manner

which is not similar to our anger; all of His attributes are
like this.

§opatl) ) 35 2000 4B Gl B
There is nothing similar to Him and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Stirah ash-Shiira 42:11]

The ascension is known, the mercy is known, the anger
is known, the love is known, the desire is known, the
will is known, but how these attributes are is unknown.
We do not know how He ascends. We do not know how
He shows mercy. We do not know this; rather, Allah the
Exalted is the One who knows this. But we know the love
is different than the anger, and the anger is different than
the pleasure, and the pleasure is different from the forgive-
ness. His attributes have meanings which are known, but
how they are is unknown. No one knows this except for
Allah the Exalted.

The anger is known and it is the opposite of pleasure.
The love is the opposite of the hate, and the mercy is the
opposite of revenge. He is described with this and that.
He shows mercy to some people and He punishes others.
He takes revenge on some, and He shows mercy to others
who strive in His cause and fear Him. His anger is upon
some, and He takes revenge on some for disobeying Him
and disbelieving in Him. He loves some people while He
hates others. Likewise He gives to some and withholds
from others. He is the One who withholds and the One
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who gives. This is the way of Ahlus Sunnah and their
methodology of believing in His attributes. They believe
they are the truth, they are befitting His majesty, and the
meaning of them is the truth. But no one knows how they
are except for Him. May Allah grant us all success.
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SOME OF THE ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH RELATED
TO HIS ACTIONS AND HIS ESSENCE, SUCH AS HIS
ARRIVAL, FACE, EYES, AND HANDS

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

Allah’s statement:

em»w&@m\ u\\;\@@&%
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Do they then wait for anything other than that

Allah should come to them in the shadows of the

clouds and the angels? (Then) the case would be

already judged. And to Allah return all matters
(for decision).

[Siirah al-Bagarah 2:210]
And His statement:
j&i;@i;jisu.m;@;:' ¥) G35 O p
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Do they [then] wait for anything except that the

angels should come to them, or your Lord should

come, or that there come some of the signs of
your Lord?

[Stirah al-An’am 6:158]

And His statement:

G Sl o plag &5 &5 Sl <& 1y SR )
4 a
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Nay! When the earth is ground to powder, and
your Lord comes with the angels in rows.

[Strah al-Fajr 89:21, 22]
And His statement:
& St A 3 Sl &Ll (5 255

And (remember) the Day when the heaven shall
be rent asunder with clouds, and the angels will
be sent down, with a grand descending.

[Siirah al-Furgan 25:25]
And His statement:
§ DSYIs Al 55 5485 Ky b

And the Face of your Lord full of majesty and
honor will abide forever.

[Siirah ar-Rahman 55:27]
And His statement:
2o L S - 8.3
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Everything will perish save His Face.
[Stirah al-Qasas 28:88]

And His statement:
52 g

What prevents you from prostrating yourself to
one whom I have created with both my Hands?

[Stirah Sad 38:75]

And His statement:
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42U Q& (30 Bl glin 81 03 16
The Jews say, "Allah's Hand is tied up (i.e. He
does not give and spend of His bounty)." Be
their hands tied up and be they accursed for
what they uttered. Nay, both His Hands are

widely outstretched. He spends (of His bounty)
as He wills.

[Siirah al-Ma'idah 5:64]

And His statement:

¢ wiely aflp &5 K41 5kl
So wait patiently (O Muhammad) for the

decision of your Lord, for verily, you are under
Our Eyes.

[Stirah at-Tir 52:48]
And His statement:
G 5 el o35 A el s e bl
{3 &
And We carried him on a (ship) made of planks

and nails, sailing under Our Eyes, a reward for
him who had been rejected!

[Stirah al-Qamar 54:13, 14]
And His statement:
€ e e piialy e Taa e g )

And I endued you with love from Me, in order
that you may be brought up under My Eye.

[Stirah Taha 20:39]
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And His statement:
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Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her
(Khawlah bint Tha'labah) that disputes with you
(O Muhammad) concerning her husband (Aus
bin as-Samit) and complains to Allah. And Allah

hears the argument between you both. Verily,
Allah is the All-Hearer, All-Seer.

[Stirah al-Mujadilah 58:1]

And the statement of the Exalted:

4oLl G5y 58400 & 116 (ol 05 A e 1)
Indeed, Allah has heard the statement of those

(Jews) who say, "Truly, Allah is poor and we are
rich!”

[Stirah Ali ‘Imran 3:181]

And His statement:

BLYs b Ahlsads adde aald ¥ U1 G5kl a1 3
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Or do they think that We hear not their secrets

and their private conversations? Yes, [We do],
and Our messengers are with them recording.

[Stirah az-Zukhruf 43:80]

And His statement:

€ ooy el ka9 p

57



Imam 'Abdul 'Aziz Bin Baz

Verily! I am with you both, hearing and seeing.
[Stirah Taha 20:46]

And His statement:

fund oy
Does he not know that Allah sees?
[Stirah al-"Alag 96:14]

And His statement:
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The One who sees you when you stand up, and
your movement among those who prostrate;

verily! He, only He, is the All-Hearer, the
All-Knower.

[Siirah ash-Shu'ara' 26:218-220]
And His statement:

§ Gsterally 415ty e 40 (5 ) s

And say (O Muhammad), "Do deeds! Allah will
see your deeds, and (so will) His Messenger and
the believers."

[Siirah at-Tawbah 9:105]
And His statement:
§ Jad) has a5
And He is severe in assault.
[Siirah ar-Ra’d 13:13]
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And His statement:

£ ousidl 52 gy
And Allah is the best of the planners.
[Stirah Ali ‘Imran 3:54]

And His statement:

€ Gapn ¥ ghy e Way IRa 1)y 3

So they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan,
while they perceived not.

[Strah an-Naml 27:50]

And His statement:
§ 138 Al 138 50 249 b

Indeed, they are planning a plan, and I (too) am
planning a plan.

[Surah at-Tarig 89:15, 16]

And the statement of the Exalted:

OIS A G o5l G 1555 3 55185 51 B i ¢
Whether you disclose a good deed or conceal

it, or pardon an evil, verily, Allah is Ever
Oft-Pardoning, All-Powerful.

[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:149]

And His statement:
Ay &1 A g o el VT Ay 1 B

§ An) st
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Let them pardon and forgive. Do you not love
that Allah should forgive you? And Allah is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

[Siirah an-Nir 24:22]
And His statement:

§ Gusaally skl B0 4013 3

But honor, power and glory belong to Allah, His
Messenger, and the believers.

[Stirah al-Munafigin 63:8]
And He said concerning Iblis:
§ omdl 452 453 08

[Iblis] said, "By Your Might, then I will surely
mislead them all."

[Stirah Sad 38:82]
And His statement:
€ oS Plall (63 oy 2 Ayl

Blessed is the name of your Lord, Owner of
majesty and honor.

[Stirah ar-Rahman 55:78]

And the statement of the Exalted:

/////

So worship Him and have patience for His
worship. Do you know of any similarity to Him?

[Stirah Maryam 19:65]

And His statement:
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Rl
And there is none equal or comparable unto
Him.
[Stirah al-Tkhlas 112:4]

EXPLANATION

All of these noble verses contain attributes of the Exalted
Lord, and it is obligatory to affirm them, in a manner which
is befitting to Him without distorting them (tahrif), negat-
ing them (ta’til), saying how they are (takyif) or making
any resemblance or likeness with the creation (famthil).

Such as His statements:

Pl e dl G A gl O ) Gl 08 Y
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Do they then wait for anything other than that
Allah should come to them in the shadows of the
clouds and the angels? (Then) the case would be

already judged. And to Allah return all matters
(for decision).

[Surah al-Bagarah 2:210]

Sty b 5T R gab o ) okt By
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Do they [then] wait for anything except that the

angels should come to them or your Lord should

come or that there come some of the signs of
your Lord?

[Stirah al-An’am 6:158]
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And the statement of the Exalted:
4 liia Gia Sl ot 2155 P

And your Lord comes with the angels in rows.
[Surah al-Fajr 89:21, 22]

The arrival of Allah and His coming on the Day of
Judgment is true, in a manner which is befitting for Him.
Thus Allah is not resembled by any of His creation in any
of His attributes.

And His statement:

§ &y il Gaig 26 5y
Or that there come some of the signs of your
Lord?

[Siirah al-An’am 6:158]
This is when the sun rises from the west.

And His statement:

& o8V P 50 5435 5
And the Face of your Lord full of majesty and
honor will abide forever.

[Stirah ar-Rahman 55:27]

§ Kb ¥ A o Ky
Everything will perish save His Face.
[Stirah al-Qasas 28:88]

This affirms that the Face for Allah the Exalted is true; He
has a noble Face.
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And His statement:

§ obhlin sy i p
Nay, both His Hands are widely outstretched.
[Stirah al-Ma'idah 5:64]

He is also described with having Hands, just as He is
described with having a noble Face.

Likewise He has eyes. The Exalted said:

§ e e paldls p

In order that you may be brought up under My

Eye.
[Stirah Taha 20:39]
And His statement:
§ el 3 p
Sailing under Our Eyes.

[Stirah al-Qamar 54:13, 14]

He is described with eyes, sight, and hearing in a manner
which is befitting to Him. It is obligatory for us to affirm
all of these attributes for Allah, in a manner which is befit-
ting to Him.

Likewise the attribute of plotting; this attribute is limited
to being a response to an action. He said:

§ 0 Ky 1% p
And the disbelievers planned, but Allah
planned.

[Stirah Ali ‘Imran 3:54]
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And the attribute of planning; Allah said:
4158 Al 138 A 59 b
Indeed, they are planning a plan, and I (too) am

planning a plan.
[Siirah at-Tarig 89:15, 16]

The attributes of plotting and planning are true, and they
are in a manner which befits His majesty. He does not
resemble the creation in plotting or planning.

As for the attribute of hearing, Allah said:
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Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her

(Khawlah bint Tha'labah) that disputes with you

(O Muhammad) concerning her husband (Aus

bin as-Samit) and complains to Allah. And Allah
hears the argument between you both.

[Siirah al-Mujadilah 58:1]

{ e gy
Truly, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.
[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:181]

§ Sead el ) () B
Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.
[Stirah al-Hajj 22:75]

And there are numerous other verses which mention the
hearing, the knowledge, and the seeing [of Allah].
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There are many verses which mention the attribute of
love; all of that is true and affirmed for Allah in a manner
which befits His majesty.

¢ty
Do you know of any similarity to Him?
[Surah Maryam 19:65]

¢RI A G B
And there is none equal or comparable unto
Him.
[Stirah al-lIkhlas 112:4]

§ DG W 14,05 Y6 )
So put not forward similitudes for Allah.
[Stirah an-Nahl 16:74]

All of these attributes are true and affirmed for Allah in
a manner which befits His majesty, without distortion or
negation. He has hearing which is not like the hearing of
the creation, sight not like the sight of the creation, eyes
not like the eyes of the creation, a hand not like the hands
of the creation, a foot not like the feet of the creation, and
likewise the rest of His attributes do not resemble the
creation.

Allah the Exalted said:
€ onnll gl i3 230 488 G}

There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Siirah ash-Shiira 42:11]
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His attributes are the truth, befitting His greatness without
resembling the creation. It is obligatory to affirm them in
a manner befitting to Him without distortion, negation,
saying how, or making a resemblance. All of the attributes
fall into the same category according to Ahlus Sunnah
wal Jama’ah, who are the Companions of the Prophet %
and those that follow them in goodness until the Day of
Judgment. May Allah grant us all success.
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AFFIRMING THE ONENESS OF ALLAH AND
NEGATING PARTNERS FOR HIM, AND A MENTION
OF SOME OF THE ATTRIBUTES OF ASCENSION

His statement:

§ Cosalas il 1213 Al (lass SE p
So do not attribute to Allah equals while you
know [that there is nothing similar to Him].

[Strah al-Bagarah 2:22]

And His statement:
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And of mankind are some who take (for worship)

others besides Allah as rivals (to Allah). They
love them as they love Allah.

[Surah al-Bagarah 2:165]

And His statement:
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And say, "Praise to Allah, who has not taken a
son and has had no partner in [His] dominion

and has no [need of a] protector out of weakness;
and glorify Him with [great] glorification."

[Stirah al-Isra' 17:111]

And the statement of the Exalted:
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Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on
the earth glorifies Allah. His is the dominion,

and to Him belongs all the praises and thanks,
and He is able to do all things.

[Siirah ut—Tughdbim 64:1]

And the statement of the Exalted:
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Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion (of
right and wrong, i.e. this Qur'an) to His slave
(Muhammad £5) that he may be a warner to
the 'Alamin (mankind and jinn). He to Whom
belongs the dominion of the heavens and the
earth, and Who has begotten no son (children
or offspring) and for Whom there is no partner
in the dominion. He has created everything,
and has measured it exactly according to its due
measurements.

[Stirah al-Furgan 25:1]
And His statement:
AN Y A e daa G Ly g Be Al 383 )
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No son (or offspring or children) did Allah
beget, nor is there any god along with Him; (if
there had been many gods), behold, each god
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would have taken away what he had created,

and some would have tried to overcome others!

Glorified be Allah above all that they attribute

to Him! All-Knower of the unseen and the seen!

Exalted be He over all that they associate as
partners to Him!

[Stirah al-Mu'minin 23:91, 92]

And His statement:
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So put not forward similitudes for Allah. Allah

knows and you do not know.
[Stirah an-Nahl 16:74]

And His statement:
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Say, "My Lord has only forbidden immoralities —
whether committed openly or secretly—sins
(of all kinds), unrighteous oppression, joining
partners (in worship) with Allah for which He

has given no authority, and that you say about
Allah that which you do not know."

[Stirah al-A'raf 7:33]
And His statement:
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The Most Beneficent istawa (rose over) the
Throne.

[Siirah Taha 20:5]
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This is mentioned in seven places.

In Sarah al-A’raf is His statement:

B 3 Gals bl Gl A &5 8y
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Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who created the
heavens and the earth in six days, and then He
rose over the Throne.

[Stirah al-A’raf 7:54]

And He said in Sarah Yanus gz‘fs\:
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§ ol o il & U

Surely, your Lord is Allah Who created the
heavens and the earth in six days and then rose
over the Throne.

[Stirah Yinus 10:3]
And He said in Sarah ar-Ra’d:
Lg_,.u.u\ LG-‘JJ" AW ).uu ubw‘ cﬁ) L,SJ” Aﬂ\ %)
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Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any
pillars that you can see. Then, He rose above the
Throne.

[Siirah ar-Ra’d 13:2]

And He said in Sarah Taha:

§ i el e Gasdl
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The Most Beneficent rose over the Throne.
[Siirah Taha 20:5]

And He said in Sarah al-Furgan:

Then He rose over the Throne.
[Surah al-Furqan 25:59]

And He said in Sarah as-Sajdah:
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§ o) e il &L

It is Allah Who has created the heavens and the
earth, and all that is between them in six days.
Then He rose over the Throne.

[Stirah as-Sajdah 32:4]

And He said in Sarah al-Hadid:
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He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in
six days and then rose over the Throne.

[Stirah al-Hadid 57:4]

EXPLANATION

All of these verses clarify some of the attributes of Allah
the Exalted, like those previously mentioned, and the
methodology of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah concerning
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them: their belief in them and their affirmation of them in
a manner which is befitting to Allah, without distortion,
negation, saying how, or making a resemblance.

Likewise, the attributes of Allah that come in the authen-
tic Sunnah are also all understood with this methodology.
It is obligatory to affirm them in a manner which is befit-
ting to the majesty of Allah without distortion, negation,
saying how, or making a resemblance.

From that is the statement of the Exalted:
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So do not attribute to Allah equals while you
know [that there is nothing similar to Him].

[Siirah al-Bagarah 2:22]

And His statement:

oxz & 2
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And of mankind are some who take (for worship)

others besides Allah as rivals (to Allah). They
love them as they love Allah.

[Surah al-Bagarah 2:165]
Rivals are a likeness and similitude, and He has no rivals.

§ 15T 4 5 e Sa B Gl (a3 B

And of mankind are some who take (for worship)
others besides Allah as rivals (to Allah).

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:165]
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This is mentioned as being blameworthy; meaning, some
of the people take rivals [to Allah], and they are pagans.
And Allah has prohibited this in His statement:

%
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So do not attribute to Allah equals while you
know [that there is nothing similar to Him].

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:22]

This means do not take others as objects of worship along
with Allah, including those in the graves, the prophets,
the angels, the jinn, or stones. [Calling upon] any of those
is falsehood. Allah the Exalted said:
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That is because Allah is the truth, and that which
they call upon other than Him is falsehood.
[Stirah al-Hajj 22:62]

And He said in Sarah Lugman:
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That is because Allah is the Truth, and that what

they call upon other than Him is falsehood.
[Stirah Lugman 31:30]

Thus it is obligatory upon everyone to worship Him alone,
and to disavow those set up as rivals with Alldah. And
they must know with certainty that He has no rivals, no
likeness, and nothing similar to Him; it is obligatory upon
them to believe this.
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The Exalted said:
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He begets not, nor was He begotten; and there is
none equal or comparable unto Him.

[Stirah al-Tkhlas 112: 3, 4]

And the Exalted said:
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So put not forward similitudes for Allah.
[Siirah an-Nahl 16:74]
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There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Stirah ash-Shiira 42:11]

Likewise the Exalted said:
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And say, "Praise to Allah, who has not taken a

son and has had no partner in [His] dominion
and has no [need of a] protector out of weakness."

[Siirah al-Isra' 17:111]

He has no protector because of weakness; He has beloved
allies who are close to Him, but this is not due to weakness.
He is self-sufficient, having no need for anyone other than
Himself. He is the All-Mighty, the Dominator. He has no
protector because of weakness. Rather He has allies whom
He loves and they love Him, due to their obeying Him and
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glorifying His command.

As the Exalted said:
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Unquestionably, [for] the allies of Allah there

will be no fear concerning them, nor will they
grieve, those who believed and feared Allah.

[Siirah Yinus 10:62, 63]

They are the allies of Allah, not due to weakness but rather
based upon love and their closeness to Him, because they
obey Him and follow the legislation of His Messenger el

This includes all the verses which mention the domin-
ion, the praise, and the power. Thus He is the King of
everything, the Creator of everything, He has power over
everything, and He has knowledge of all the situations of
His creation. All of this is the truth.

Included in this are the statements of the Exalted:
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And He has not taken a son.
[Stirah al-Furgan 25:2]

4RIk B0 B5 LAY
He begets not, nor was He begotten; and there is
none equal or comparable unto Him.

[Stirah al-Tkhlas 112:3, 4]

All of these attributes are affirmed for Allah the Exalted.
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And He is the Creator of everything.

& Duolh 5538 o0 5 K 3la5 )

He has created everything, and has measured it
exactly according to its due measurements.

[Siirah al-Furgan 25:2]

And He is all-aware of the condition of His slaves.

FETC PRI PR TR RV REA DY
His is the dominion, and to Him belongs all

the praises and thanks, and He is able to do all
things.

[Stuirah at-Taghabun 64:1]

He is also described with ascending over the Throne in
seven places in the Qur'an: in Sarah Taha, Sarah al-A'raf,
Sarah Yunus, Sarah ar-Ra’d, Sarah Isra', Sarah Lugman,
Surah Sajdah, and Sarah al-Hadid. All of them affirm
the ascension. And the meaning of ascension is to be
elevated and above, so the meaning of His being “above
the Throne” is that He elevated above the Throne. And He
is the Exalted above all of His creation. The Throne is the
ceiling for the creation and Allah the Exalted is above the
Throne. He is elevated above it in a manner that befits His
majesty; no one knows how it is except Him.

For this reason, when Imam Malik ibn Anas— the imam of
Dar al-Hijrah of his time, and one of the four Imams, may
Allah have mercy upon him—had this said to him:

§ sl gl e Gaa3l p
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The Most Beneficent rose over the Throne.
[Sirah Taha 20:5]

[And he was asked,] “How did He rise?” he began to
sweat profusely, due to the question.

Then he said, “The ascension is known,” meaning, He is
elevated and above. “And the how is unknown, belief in
it is obligatory, and asking about it is an innovation; and I
see you to be an evil man.” Then he ordered for the man to
be removed from the gathering.

Sufyan ath-Thawri had speech with a similar meaning, as
did al-Awza’i, Imam Ahmad, Imam ash-Shafi’i, Ishaq ibn
Rahwayh, and others from the imams of Islam. The ascen-
sion is known in terms of its meaning while the how is
unknown. No one knows how He ascended except for
Him the Exalted. And belief in this is obligatory upon us
because Allah stated this about Himself. And to ask how
He ascended is an innovation and a newly invented matter
from the Jahmiyyah, Mu'tazilah, and other than them.

This is the same for all of His attributes: His mercy is
known, His pleasure is known, His anger is known, His
power is known, His Hand is known, His Foot is known,
while the how is unknown. We do not know how His
mercy is, how His anger is, how His Hand is, how His
Foot is, or how His Eyes are. We do not know how His
attributes are, nor do we delve into these matters. We
affirm them as they have come in the text. We say He is
the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

And we say He has two Hands, as Allah the Exalted said:
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Nay, both His Hands are widely outstretched.
[Stirah al-Ma'idah 5:64]
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What prevents you from prostrating yourself to
one whom I have created with both My Hands?

[Siirah Sad 38:75]

And in the authentic narration:
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(The sinners) would be thrown into Hell and [the Fire] would
continue to say, “Is there anything more?” until Allah, the
Exalted and Glorious, would place His Foot therein and some
of its part would draw close to the other and [the Fire] would
say, “Enough, enough, by Your honor and by Your dignity.”*

And Allah explained that He is angry with the sinners, He
is pleased with those who obey Him, and He has mercy
upon His slaves. All of these are from His attributes.
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Allah, the Exalted, smiles at two men. One of them killed the
other and both will enter paradise. The first is killed by the
other while he is fighting in the cause of Allah, and thereafter

10 Sahih Muslim 2848
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Allah will turn in mercy to the second and guide him to accept
Islam; then he dies as a shahid (martyr) fighting in the cause of
Allah. ™

Thus His smile, His pleasure, His anger, His hearing,
His seeing and the rest of His attributes are befitting His
majesty, and none of them resemble the creation. [This
follows] the principle:
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There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Stirah ash-Shiira 42:11]

Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah affirm the verses and ahadith
which mention the attributes of Allah, without resembling
Him to His creation. And they declare Allah free from any
similarity to His creation without negating His attributes.
This is in contrast to the people of innovation, as they
are of two categories in relation to this matter: a group
which affirms His attributes while resembling Him to the
creation, and a group which negates resembling Him to
the creation while [also] negating His attributes. Ahlus
Sunnah is free from both of these groups.

Those who resemble Allah to His creation are disbeliev-
ers, and those who negate His attributes are disbelievers.
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah are those who affirm His
attributes without making a similitude to His creation.
They affirm His attributes and names in a manner which
is befitting to Allah: affirming them without making a
similitude, without resembling Him to the creation, and

1 Gahih al-Bukhari and Muslim
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without negating His attributes. This is in contrast to the
Jahmiyyah, who negate the attributes, and the Mu’tazilah,
who resemble His attributes to the creation.

Thus it is necessary—rather, it is obligatory —upon the
believer to adopt this methodology and to establish the
statement of Ahlus Sunnah. And [Ahlus Sunnah] are the
Companions of the Prophet % and those who follow them
in goodness. If you are asked, “Who are Ahlus Sunnah?”
say, “They are the Companions of the Messenger of
Allah %, those who follow them in goodness from those
who came after the Companions, those who came after
them, the four Imams, and other than them from Ahlus
Sunnah." They are Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah and those
who oppose them are not from them. Those who resemble
Allah to His creation or negate His attributes are from the
people of innovation and Ahlus Sunnah is free from them.
And with Allah lies all success.
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AFFIRMING ALLAH’S ELEVATION OVER HIS
CREATION AND HE IS WITH HIS CREATION WITH
HIS KNOWLEDGE

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

The statement of the Exalted:

€ o) Sy i ) e G
O “Isa, indeed I will take you and raise you to
Myself.

[Siirah Ali ‘Imran 3:55]

And His statement:
§ asa e A & ) 4 aady B

Rather, Allah raised him to Himself. And ever is
Allah Exalted in Might and Wise.

[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:158]
And the statement of the Exalted:
2 flial (aally ol 2K Seiay a3

To Him ascends good speech, and righteous
work raises it.

[Stirah Fatir 35:10]
And the statement of the Exalted:
A G B (o BB b G J6 B
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And Pharaoh said, "O Haman, construct for me

a tower that I may arrive at the ways, the ways

of the heavens, and I may look upon the God of
Miisa; but verily, I think him to be a liar."

[Stirah Ghafir 40:36, 37]

And the statement of the Exalted:
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Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the

heaven (Allah), will not cause the earth to

sink with you, then behold it shakes (as in an

earthquake)? Or do you feel secure that He, Who

is over the heaven (Allah), will not send against

you a violent whirlwind? Then you shall know
how (terrible) has been My warning,.

[Stirah al-Mulk 67:16, 17]

And the statement of the Exalted:
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He it is Who created the heavens and the earth
in six days and then rose over the Throne. He
knows what goes into the earth and what comes
forth from it, what descends from the heaven
and what ascends thereto. And He is with you

(by His knowledge) wherever you may be. And
Allah is the All-Seer of what you do.

[Stirah al-Hadid 57:4]




The Explanation of al-' Aqidah al-Wiasitiyyah

And the statement of the Exalted:
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There is no najwa (secret counsel) of three, but
He is their fourth (with His knowledge, while
He Himself is over the Throne, over the seventh
heaven), nor of five but He is their sixth (with
His knowledge), not of less than that or more,
but He is with them (with His knowledge)
wherever they may be; and afterwards on the
Day of Resurrection, He will inform them of

what they did. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower
of everything.

[Stirah al-Mujadilah 58:7]
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And His statement:
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Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us.
[Stirah at-Tawbah 9:40]

And the statement of the Exalted:
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I am with you both, hearing and seeing.
[Stirah Taha 20:46]

And the statement of the Exalted:

§ Gstwin h 5l 1581 el el &) )
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Indeed, Allah is with those who fear Him and
those who are doers of good.

[Sitrah an-Nahl 16:128]

And the statement of the Exalted:
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And be patient. Indeed, Allah is with the patient.

[Siirah al-Anfal 8:46]
And His statement:

How many a small company has overcome a
large company by permission of Allah. And
Allah is with the patient.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:249]

EXPLANATION

The first verses mentioned by the author, may Allah have
mercy upon him, are connected to the ascension of Allah,
and the last verses are connected to Allah being with His
creation. Allah has affirmed for Himself elevation above
His Throne. And He is above the heavens and they suppli-
cate up to Him. Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah have agreed
upon that. Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah have agreed that
Allah is above His creation, and He is above His Throne.
He rose above His Throne in a manner which befits His
majesty and His greatness.




The Explanation of al-' Aqidah al-Wasitiyyah

As Allah the Exalted said:

The Most Beneficent rose over the Throne.
[Sirah Taha 20:5]

And the Exalted said:
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Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who created the

heavens and the earth in six days, and then He
rose over the Throne.

[Sturah al-A'raf 7:54]

All of these seven verses affirm that He has risen above
the Throne, and these verses prove His elevation. For this
reason, Allah the Exalted said:

"
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O ‘Isa, indeed I will take you and raise you to
Myself.

[Stirah Ali ‘Imran 3:55]
And He said:
4 Lasa By A1 &5 ) 4 dad; 33 )

Rather, Allah raised him to Himself. And ever is
Allah Exalted in Might and Wise.

[Siirah an-Nisa' 4:158]

Meaning that He raised ‘Isa M to Himself.
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And the Exalted said:
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To Him ascends good speech, and righteous
work raises it.
[Stirah Fatir 35:10]

“Ascends” and “raises” [as used in this ayah] are proof of
His elevation. Thus the good deeds rise to Him and the
good words ascend to Him.

And the angels ascend to Him. Allah the Exalted said:

Ol o \mulse}\@d\cﬁ\_,w\ "'%;
eé A5, d
The angels and the Spirit will ascend to Him

during a Day the extent of which is fifty
thousand years.

[Siirah al-Ma’arij 70:4]

Our Prophet % ascended to Him and he passed the
boundaries of the seven heavens, and he heard the speech
of the Lord, the Exalted. All of this is the truth according
to Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah, and it is obligatory to affirm
this.
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Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the
heaven (Allah), will not cause the earth to

sink with you, then behold it shakes (as in an
earthquake)? Or do you feel secure that He, Who
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is over the heaven (Allah), will not send against
you a violent whirlwind? Then you shall know
how (terrible) has been My Warning.

[Stirah al-Mulk 67:16, 17]

It has been said that “in the heavens” means elevated, and
“the heavens” means ascension. And it is said that the
meaning of “the heaven” is “the heavens” (plural). And
the word “in” means above, meaning He is above the
heavens. So if the meaning of “heavens” is elevation, then
the meaning is clear: it means He is elevated. And if the
meaning is “the heavens in the sky,” then it means He is
above the heavens, because “in” carries the meaning of
“over.”

As Allah said about Pharaoh:

TS R
I will surely crucify you in the trunks of
date-palms.

[Stirah Taha 20:71]

This means "on" the trunks of date-palms. And Allah the
Exalted said:

§ g2 B land b
So travel freely, [O disbelievers], throughout the

land.
[Siirah at-Tawbah 9:2]

This means "upon" the earth. Thus He is above the heavens
and above everything. This is the absolute statement of
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah: that He is Exalted, and He is
above the Throne. And this is in opposition to the innova-
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tors from the Khawarij Mu'tazilah, Jahmiyyah, and
other than them. And Allah the Exalted has affirmed for
Himself that He is Exalted, and He is above His Throne.
The innovators say He is everywhere, and this statement
is ignorant, false, disbelief, and misguidance. We ask Allah
for safety and security.

That which Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah, which include
the Companions of the Prophet % and those who follow
them in goodness, are upon is that Allah is described with
being above the Throne, and He rose above the Throne,
meaning that He rose above it in a manner befitting His
majesty. None of His creation has any resemblance to His
attributes.

When Imam Malik —the imam of Dar al-Hijrah of his time
and one of the four Imadms, may Allah have mercy upon
him—was asked about this, he said, “The ascension is
known, the how is unknown, belief in it is obligatory, and
questioning concerning it is an innovation.”

This has been narrated by his Shaykh Rabi’ah ibn Abi
‘Abdur Rahman and from Umm Salamah. And this
has also been said by other than them such as al-Aw-
za'1, ath-Thawri, Ishaq ibn Rahwayh, Imam Ahmad ibn
Hanbal, and others from the imams of the Salaf.

The ascension is known because it means elevation and
rising, while the how is unknown; it is not known how the
attributes of Allah the Exalted are. Thus He rose above the
Throne, and it is not said how. And He descends to the
lowest heavens and it is not said how. He becomes angry
and pleased and He smiles, and it is not said how. He will
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arrive on the Day of Judgment and it is not said how. This
is the belief of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah. No one knows
the attributes of Allah the Exalted except for Him. He has
true, affirmed attributes which must be affirmed for Allah
in a way which befits His majesty.

Allah the Exalted said:
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There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Stirah ash-Shird 42:11]

And the Exalted said:
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So put not forward similitudes for Allah.
[Stirah an-Nahl 16:74]

We do not say He is like this or that. Allah the Exalted
said:

¢S Gy
Do you know of any similarity to Him?
[Stirah Maryam 19:65]

This means He has no similitude, no resemblance, and no ,
example for Him. This is the statement of the people of the
truth concerning His elevation. He is above the Throne,
and He rose above it in a manner which befits His majesty
and greatness. He ascends in a way that does not resemble
how the creation ascends, [he does not descend] how they
descend, [he does not smile] how they smile, [he does not
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become angry] how they become angry, and other than
that from the attributes.

The remaining verses are concerning His being with the
creation, in the general and specific sense. The Exalted
said:
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He it is Who created the heavens and the earth
in six days and then rose over the Throne. He
knows what goes into the earth and what comes
forth from it, what descends from the heaven
and what ascends thereto. And He is with you
(by His knowledge) wherever you may be. And
Allah is the All-Seer of what you do.

[Stirah al-Hadid 57:4]

o

He knows everything in the heavens and upon the earth,
what has passed and what will occur; He knows every-
thing. And He is with His slaves wherever they may be
(meaning with His knowledge) while He is above the
Throne. He is with them with His encompassing knowl-
edge from which nothing is hidden.

As Allah the Exalted said:
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That you may know that Allah has power over all
things, and that Allah surrounds (comprehends)
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all things in (His) knowledge.
[Strah at-Talaq 65:12]

And He said:
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Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything.
[Surah al-Anfal 8:75]

And the Exalted said:
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There is no secret counsel of three, but He is their
fourth (with His knowledge, while He Himself
is over the Throne, over the seventh heaven), nor
of five but He is their sixth (with His knowledge),
not of less than that or more, but He is with them
(with His knowledge) wherever they may be;
and afterwards on the Day of Resurrection, He
will inform them of what they did. Verily, Allah
is the All-Knower of everything.

[Sturah al-Mujadilah 58:7]

He opened this verse mentioning knowledge, and He
sealed it mentioning knowledge, so the reader and the
listener would know that what is intended is His knowl-
edge, while He is above the Throne. And even the subtlest
affair is not hidden from Him.

Likewise in the specific sense:
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Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us.
[Siirah at-Tawbah 9:40]

This is the statement of the Prophet %ﬂ? to Abu Bakr as-Sid-
diq while they were in the cave. And Allah the Exalted
said to Masa and Haran g:-ﬂ‘ :
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I am with you both, hearing and seeing.
[Stirah Taha 20:46]

And His statement:
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How many a small company has overcome a

large company by permission of Allah. And
Allah is with the patient.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:249]

All of these verses refer to the specific way Allah is with
His allies, those who are obedient, and His prophets. He is
with them by His knowledge encompassing them, and by
aiding and assisting them.

His being with the creation in the general sense entails His
knowledge, His being aware of all things, nothing being
hidden from Him, and His controlling all the affairs of the
universe.

His being with the creation in the specific sense, in
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addition to [the general sense], means He aids and protects
them. As He mentioned the statement of His Prophetto his
companion Aba Bakr while they were in the cave:

§ Gaxalll &) 35 )
Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us.
[Siirah at-Tawbah 9:40]

And Allah said to Miasa and Haran while they were in
front of Pharaoh:
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I am with you both, hearing and seeing.
[Siirah Taha 20:46]

And He protected both of them from the evil of Pharaoh.

And this is the situation with all of the slaves; He is with
them by way of His knowledge. Nothing is hidden from
His knowledge. He knows the secrets of their private
gatherings while He is above the Throne. And His knowl-
edge encompasses everything. He knows and He sees
the black ant in the darkness of the night crawling on a
boulder. He knows how the water of the rivers and seas
run, and what they contain. He knows what is in every
part of the earth. And He knows what the hearts contain;
none of this is hidden from Him.

whu‘f;uﬁwm;m%utﬂuﬁuﬁhj%
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Whatever you (O Muhammad) may be doing,
and whatever portion you may be reciting from
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the Qur’an, and whatever deed you (mankind)
may be doing (good or evil), We are Witness
thereof, when you are doing it.

[Siirah Yiinus 10:61]
And He said:
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Verily! Allah is Witness over all things.
[Stuirah al-Hajj 22:17]
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That you may know that Allah has power over all

things, and that Allah surrounds (comprehends)
all things in (His) knowledge.

[Surah at-Talag 65:12]
And He said:
4 M o LA Yy
Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything.
[Siirah al-Anfal 8:75]
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And no female conceives or gives birth, but with
His knowledge.

[Siirah Fatir 35:11]

Thus His general knowledge encompasses all the creation,
and His specific knowledge is Him being with His allies.
Thus He knows the specific details of the situation of all
His slaves, as well as their general situation. He knows

94




The Explanation of al-' Aqidah al-Wasitiyyah

what will occur during the last days, and on the Day of
Judgment. And He knows what occurred during previ-
ous times. None of this is hidden from Him; rather, He
knows all of this and His knowledge encompasses this. It
is obligatory to affirm this for Him, and to negate for Him
any resemblance of His attributes to His creation. This is
the statement of the people of truth, Ahlus Sunnah wal
Jama’ah. May Allah grant us all success.
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THE ATTRIBUTES OF SPEECH AND STATEMENT FOR
ALLAH THE EXALTED

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

The statements of the Exalted:
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And who is truer in statement than Allah?
[Siirah an-Nisa' 4:87]
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And whose words can be truer than those of
Allah?
[Siirah an-Nisa' 4:122]
And the statement of the Exalted:
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(Remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of
Resurrection), "O ‘Isa, son of Maryam!”

[Siirah al-Ma'idah 5:110]
And the statement of the Exalted:
s G i ¥ Vg e 35 K 55
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And the word of your Lord has been fulfilled in

truth and in justice. None can change His words.
And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.

[Stirah al-An’am 6:115]
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And the statement of the Exalted:
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And Allah spoke to Misa directly.
[Siirah an-Nisa' 4:164]
And the Exalted said:
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And when Miisa came at the time and place
appointed by Us, and his Lord spoke to him.

[Stirah al-A'raf 7:143]
And the Exalted said:
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And We called him from the right side of the

mount, and made him draw near to Us for a talk
with him.

[Siirah Maryam 19:52]
And the statement of the Exalted:
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And [mention] when your Lord called Misa,
[saying], "Go to the wrongdoing people.”

[Stirah ash-Shu’ara' 26:10]
And the statement of the Exalted:
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And their Lord called to them, "Did I not forbid
you from that tree?"

[Strah al-A'raf 7:22]
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And the statement of the Exalted:

c%ua.\.u)d\ 2 \J\A d_,ms e@;.ﬂ.u ?}"J%’
And [mention] the Day He will call them and
say, "What did you answer the messengers?"

[Stirah al-Qasas 28:65]

And the statement of the Exalted:
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And if any one of the polytheists seeks your

protection, then grant him protection so that he

may hear the Word of Allah, and then escort him
to where he can be secure.

[Sitrah at-Tawbah 9:6]

And the statement of the Exalted:

9”'w.~ c
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A party of them (Jewish rabbis) used to hear the

Word of Allah [the Taurah], then they used to
change it knowingly after they understood it.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:75]
And the statement of the Exalted:
J6 A& Gl 5 8 D S8 S o os p
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They want to change the Words of Allah. Say,

"You shall not follow us; thus Allah has said
beforehand.”

[Stirah al-Fath 48:15]
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And the statement of the Exalted:
§ GR T Y & GBS G & ool b B B

And recite what has been revealed to you (O
Muhammad) of the Book (the Qur’an) of your
Lord. None can change His Words.

[Stirah al-Kahf 18:27]
And the statement of the Exalted:
Bl & Qgbl) g Sl S ol 18 ) 3
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Verily, this Qur'an narrates to the Children of
Israel most of that about which they differ.

[Stirah an-Naml 27:76]
And the statement of the Exalted:
€ i sl s 155 )

And this (the Qur’an) is a blessed Book which
We have sent down.

[Stirah al-An’am 6:92]
And the statement of the Exalted:
£ A 458 e

Had We sent down this Qur’an on a mountain,
you would surely have seen it humbling itself
and rending asunder by the fear of Allah.

[Siirah al-Hashr 59:21]

And the statement of the Exalted:
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And when We change a verse [of the Qur’an] in
place of another, and Allah knows the best of
what He sends down, they (the disbelievers) say,
"You (O Muhammad) are but a liar!" Nay, but
most of them know not. Say [O Muhammad],
"The Pure Spirit (Jibril) has brought it down
from your Lord in truth to make firm those who
believe, and as guidance and good tidings to
the Muslims." And We certainly know that they
say, "It is only a human being who teaches the
Prophet." The tongue of the man they refer to is
foreign, while this (the Qur’an) is a clear Arabic
tongue.

[Stirah an-Nahl 16:101-103]
And the statement of the Exalted:
§ BEG 65 520 5 5535 3

[Some] faces, that Day, will be radiant, looking
at their Lord.

[Stirah al-Qiyamah 75:22, 23]
And the statement of the Exalted:
§ Guashi by e

On adorned couches, observing.
[Siirah al-Mutaffifin 83:23]
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And the statement of the Exalted:

4 3055 Al Isizal gl

For those who have done good is the best
(reward, i.e. Paradise) and extra.

[Stirah Yinus 10:26]

And the statement of the Exalted:

€ 3a B b Gl e il B
They will have whatever they wish therein, and

with Us is more.
[Siirah Qaf 50:35]

This topic is found in the Book of Allah often. The Qur’an
clarifies the path of truth for whoever reflects over it
seeking guidance.

EXPLANATION

All of these noble verses clarify the attributes of Allah the

Exalted. [The author] began with verses which clarify that
Allah speaks:

§ a5 O e LA OB Y
(Remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of
Resurrection), "O ‘Isa, son of Maryam!”

[Stuirah al-Ma'idah 5:110]

€38 0 5 10

And whose words can be truer than those of
Allah?
[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:122]
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¢ Gn b 6o B3l i3
And who is truer in statement than Allah?
[Siirah an-Nisa' 4:87]

J6 AR Gt G O 4l IR O Gt b
¢ O3 5 4
They want to change the Words of Allah. Say,

"You shall not follow us; thus Allah has said
beforehand.”

[Stirah al-Fath 48:15]

§ Gl g A 5
And Allah spoke to Misa directly.
[Siirah an-Nisa' 4:164]
And there are other verses. The verses about this matter

are numerous; they affirm His speech, His calling, and His
talking.

¢ Calidl T 5 (18 2 23
And [mention] the Day He will call them and
say, "What did you answer the messengers?"

[Stirah al-Qasas 28:65]

H ° 5% oEe & . fison
§ a3 3L ) elall Cula Bhe sEAGS
And We called him from the right side of the

mount, and made him draw near to Us for a talk
with him.

[Surah Maryam 19:52]

Allah has spoken and He speaks whenever He wills;
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and He has summoned some from His creation, and He
summons whenever He wills. He speaks to whomever He
wills from His creation, just as He spoke to Musa ?ﬂj\, and
He will speak to the inhabitants of Paradise. He spoke to
Muhammad e during the Night of the Ascension. All of
this occurred. And Allah is aware of all things and nothing
is hidden from Him.

Verily He sent down the Qur’an and He sent down the
revelation upon His prophets gﬁ, while He is elevated
above His creation. And He sent down His Book from
above.

The Exalted said:

€ Gl o5 e Wl 23 5 B B
Say (O Muhammad) Rih-ul-Qudus [Jibril] has
brought it (the Qur'an) down from your Lord
with truth.

[Stirah an-Nahl 16:102]

Therefore Allah is exalted above His creation and He sent
down His Books: the Taurah, the Injil, the Qur'an, and
the Zabur; all of them were sent down from Allah. All
of this must be affirmed for Allah. He is more truthful
in speech than His creation. It is obligatory to affirm that
which He clarified to His servants by the revelation of His
Book (the Qur’an), and it is guidance for mankind. It was
sent down in the Arabic language, and it narrates to the
Children of Israel most of what they used to differ about.
All of this is the truth and it is obligatory to believe in it.
And it is obligatory to believe in everything Allah and His
Messenger have informed us about, including His speech,
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His summoning, His statements, and His sending down
books to the prophets M :

Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah affirm these attributes in a
manner which is befitting to His majesty. He spoke, He
speaks, He has summoned, He summons, He talked and
He talks, whenever He wills and how He wills.

As for the statement from the people of rhetoric that it
is ancient speech, this is false. Rather, He spoke in the
past and He speaks whenever He wills. He spoke to His
prophet Muhammad e during the night he ascended, and
this was during [the Prophet’s] era. And He spoke with
His prophet Misa ﬁsﬁ\ during his time. He will speak with
the people of the Day of Judgment during that time, and
He spoke with Adam @ﬁfs\ during his time. He will speak
with the inhabitants of Paradise during that time. Thus He
does not cease to speak if He wills. Just as He spoke with
ancient speech, He speaks with new speech, and there is
no one to refute His speech. He speaks whenever He wills,
He commands if He wills, He prohibits if He wills, and
there is no one to prevent Him from that.

His statement:

£ BB 5 I Boab B3 3535
[Some] faces, that Day, will be radiant, looking
at their Lord.
[Stirah al-Qiyamah 75:22, 23]

This means their faces will be radiant due to looking at
their Lord.
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And His statement;

§ ookt ) e p
On adorned couches, observing.
[Stirah al-Mutaffifin 83:23]

And His statement:

£ 33y Al Iyian u,m%)

For those who have done good is the best
(reward, i.e. Paradise) and extra.

[Stirah Yiinus 10:26]

The “extra” is looking at the Face of Allah the Exalted. All
of this is the truth. The Exalted looks at His slaves and they
will look at Him on the Day of Judgment and in Paradise.

All of this is the truth, and this is mentioned a great deal in
the Book of Allah.

Likewise this is mentioned a lot in the authentic Sunnah.
Whoever ponders the Book and the Sunnah will find
that it is clear in the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His
Messenger e They both clearly affirm all of these attri-
butes for Allah, including knowledge, power, speech,
elevation above His creation, pleasure, anger, smiling,
and other than that from His attributes. It is obligatory to
affirm these attributes for Allah in a manner that befits His
majesty. We accept them as they come without distortion,
negation, saying how, or making an example. All of this
is the same according to Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah; their
meanings are true, and the attributes are true. But how the
attributes are is not known except by Allah the Exalted.
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Along with this, there is the knowledge and belief that
none of His attributes resemble the creation.

§ omadl padill 323 50 5 ARK G B
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the

All-Hearer, the All-Seer.
[Siirah ash-Shiird 42:11]

Just as the essence of Allah the Exalted does not resemble
the essence of the creation, His attributes do not resemble
their attributes. All of His names and attributes are true. It
is obligatory to affirm them in a manner which befits His
majesty. And this is the statement of Imam Malik, Sufyan
ath-Thawri, Ibn ‘Uyainah, Imdam Ahmad ibn Hanbal,
Ishag ibn Rahwayh, Imam ash-Shafi'i, and other than
them from the imams of Islam. It is obligatory to affirm the
verses and ahadith mentioning the attributes as they come,
in a manner which befits His majesty, without distortion,
negation, saying how, or making an example. Rather His
attributes are the truth without any resemblance to His
creation. May Allah grant us all success.




AFFIRMING THE ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH FROM THE
AUTHENTIC SUNNAH, SUCH AS THE DESCENDING,
HAPPINESS, AND SMILING

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

Then these attributes are affirmed in the Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allah. This is because the Sunnah explains
the Qur’an and clarifies it; it is a proof for it, and it inter-
prets it. It is obligatory to accept the attributes which the
Messenger % described his Lord with, those which are
found in the ahadith that the people of knowledge have
accepted as authentic.

From these narrations is the statement of the Messenger

.
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Our Lord, the Blessed and the Exalted, descends every night to
the lowest heaven when one-third of the latter part of the night
is left, and says, “Who supplicates to Me so that I may answer
him? Who asks Me so that I may give to him? Who asks Me
forgiveness so that I may forgive him?”*2

And his statement %

.
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12 Sahih Muslim 758
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Allah is happier with the repentance of His believing, repentant
slave than one of you is when he recovers his lost property.”®

And his statement ﬁ%
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Allah smiles at two men. One of them kills the other and they
both enter paradise.*

And his statement %
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Our Lord is amazed at the despair of His slaves, while things

will soon change. He looks at you remaining in despair, and
He continues to smile and He knows your happiness is near.”®

And his statement %

’A.L>- 3 (V)
The sinners will continue to be thrown into the Hellfire and it
will say, “Are there any more?” until the Lord of Might places
His Leg in it.

And in another narration:

bbd_’mjumg‘w&ﬁﬂbbw

% Sahih Muslim 2746
4  Sahih Muslim 1890
% Sunan Ibn Majah 181
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He will place His Foot over it and some parts of the fire will
contract and it will say, “Enough, Enough.”*¢

And his statement %
eé/g "@ > Zle” 0 . - /’../,- /"/}& ;w
5 bl &) wogiay o325 . El3aang A Joks Ty Al Ok

é T %o % "ﬁ#’, ° . o4

Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection), “O Adam!” Adam
will reply, “At Your service!” Then a voice will be heard
(saying), “Allah commands you to bring forth the dwellers of
the Hellfire from your offspring.”"’

EXPLANATION

These six ahadith are similar to the verses before them,
proving what the Qur’an proves, affirming the attributes
and names of Allah. He is called upon with beautiful
names and He is described with lofty attributes, as it
appears in the Qur’an and likewise in the Sunnah. Surely
the authentic Sunnah of the Messenger el explains the
Qur’an, clarifies it, and is a proof for it, just as the Qur’an
is a proof for the Sunnah.

Allah the Exalted said:
¢ 4dsls 4y 15l 3

Those who believe in Allah and His Messenger.
[Siirah an-Nur 24:62]

% Sahih Muslim 2848
7" Sahih al-Bukhari 7483
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And the Exalted said:
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Obey Allah and obey the Messenger.
[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:59]

And the Exalted said:

Ghi g (538 L plalia Jla b g5p 13 a2l
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By the star when it goes down (or vanishes),

Your companion [Muhammad] has not strayed,

nor has he erred, nor does he speak of (his own)
desire; it is only a revelation revealed.

[Stirah an-Najm 53:1-4]

Therefore, just as the verses appear containing the names
and attributes [of Allah], the Sunnah also comes containing
them. Thus whatever is affirmed in the authentic Sunnah
carries the same ruling as what appears in the Qur’an. It is
obligatory to affirm it for Allah, and to believe it is an attri-
bute and a name of Allah, in a manner which befits His
majesty. And this is without distortion, negation, saying
how, or making an example. All of this is the same and
the ruling is the same. Whatever appears in the authen-
tic Sunnah carries the ruling of that which appears in the
Qur’an. It is the same according to Ahlus Sunnah wal
Jama’ah.

An example of this is the statement of the Prophet %

SO EE 2 e 0l e )l 8 g S5 &5 U
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Our Lord, the Blessed and the Exalted, descends every night
to the lowest heaven when one-third of the latter part of the
night is left, and says, “Who supplicates to Me so that I may
answer him? Who asks Me so that I may give to him? Who asks
Me forgiveness so that I may forgive him?” And this continues
until Fajr.’®

Ahlus Sunnah affirm this descending as an attribute for
Allah. He descends in a manner which is befitting to Him
without resembling the manner in which the creation
descends. People descend from high ground to low
ground; for example, descending from a mountain. But
the two descents are not the same. Allah descending is not
similar to the descending of His slaves.

Likewise with speech; Allah speaks, but His speech is
not like the speech of the creation. His calling is not like
the calling of the creation; rather, His attributes are in a
manner befitting to Him. And He responds to those who
supplicate to Him.
i Q%< ° 2. °é< 1% .o, 87 ’o/f . B0 0.
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Who supplicates to Me so that I may answer him? Who asks

Me so that I may give to him? Who asks Me forgiveness so that
I may forgive him?”

He is Kind and Generous, and He is the All-Forgiver, the
Merciful. It is obligatory to affirm these attributes for Allah
in a manner befitting to Him. Likewise [comes] the state-

18 Sahih Muslim 758
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ment of the Prophet %
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Allah smiles at two men. One of them kills the other and they
both enter paradise.”

He smiles in a manner which befits His majesty, and He
does not resemble the creation in their attributes or in the
%?mner in which they smile. And the Prophet’s statement
‘ -
i fy osle by b ) Come

Our Lord is amazed at the despair of His slaves, while things
will soon change.”

This means He will change the affair. A person may
despair and lose hope due to severe drought while the
relief from Allah is near.

% e . . . 1. .
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He looks at you, remaining in despair and He continues to
smile and He knows your happiness is near.”

Likewise his statement ﬁ:ﬁ%’ in another hadith:
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Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection), “O Adam!” Adam
will reply, “At Your service!” Then a voice will be heard
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1% Sahih Muslim 1890
% Sunan Ibn Majah 181
2 Ibid
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(saying), “Allah commands you to bring forth the dwellers of
the Hellfire from your offspring.”?

This affirms a voice for Allah. He has a voice which is hearq ;
the angels hear it, Maisa heard it }155\, and Muhammad %
heard it on the night he ascended to the heavens.

Regarding His statement, “Allah commands you to bring
forth the dwellers of the Hellfire from your offspring,” there
comes another hadith stating:

a-/~/a~/-;‘ G“J‘J-{w

Take from every one thousand, nine hundred and
ninety-nine.”

These are the dwellers of the Fire; only one from every one
thousand will be saved. Nine hundred and ninety-nine
will be in the Fire. This is proof of the severe danger of this
matter. For this reason, Allah the Exalted said:

¢ by Calaia 5 G T 3

And most of mankind will not believe even if
you desire it eagerly.

[Siirah Yiisuf 12:103]
And the Exalted said:
[ o. 48 4 °£3 > S S
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And if you obey most of those on earth, they will
mislead you far away from Allah's Path.

[Stirah al-An’am 6:116]

2 SGahih al-Bukhari 7483
% Sahih al-Bukhari 4741
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And the Exalted said:

e% A Cral) f.é_ds" (3aia Xly %o
And Iblis had already confirmed through them
his assumption.

[Stirah Saba' 34:20]

When the Companions heard of this affair, that nine
hundred and ninety-nine would be in the Fire, it was a
tremendous affair to them. The Prophet % said:
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Don’t be afraid, verily nine hundred and ninety-nine will be
from Ya'jiij and Ma'jiij and the one person will come from you,

from the ummah of Muhammad, with the exception of Ya'jiij
and Ma'jaij.

This is proof that many of the inhabitants of the Fire will be
from Ya'jtj and Ma'jj. They are from the vilest of people
and they will appear during the last days.

Also the statement of the Prophet %
aﬁo ‘5/ PR f/ 2o ol 2 }z'.,‘./ P 3 }f',, }f’“/
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The sinners will continue to be thrown into the Hellfire and it
will say, “Are there any more?” until the Lord of Might places
His Leg in it.

And in another narration:

% Gahih al-Bukhari 4741

114




The Explanation of al-' Aqgidah al-Wasitiyyah

o _ P ~ Prs
a8 B8 ks ex ) ekt (55750 45 Leile

He will place His Foot over it and some parts of the fire will
contract and it will say, “Enough, Enough.”?

This affirms the Foot and Leg for Allah in a manner befit-
ting His majesty. Thus He hears and He sees, He has a
Hand and He has a Foot. All of these are attributes which
befit His majesty and do not resemble His creation. He
does not resemble the creation in His hearing, His seeing,
His Hand, His Foot, His smiling, or any of His attributes.
Allah’s names and attributes are befitting to Him, and the
attributes of the creation are befitting to them.

The Exalted said:

@ omal) oaldl b5 500 AR Gl B
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Stirah ash-Shira 42:11]
¢RIBRU &N

And there is none equal or comparable unto
Him.

[Sitrah al-Ikhlas 112:4]
§ 0691 14,5 %
So put not forward similitudes for Allah.
[Strah an-Nahl 16:74]

This is the statement of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah
concerning all His attributes in contrast to the Jahmiyyah,

% Sahih Muslim 2848
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the Mu'tazilah, the Ash'ariyyah, and those who deviate
concerning the attributes of Allah. The Jahmiyyah negate
all the names and attributes of Allah, while the Mu'tazilah
negate the attributes and affirm the names without any
meaning. And the Ash'ariyyah are another group who
negate some and affirm some.

The correct position is to affirm everything that comes in
the Book and the Sunnah from Allah’s names and attri-
butes. Everything which has been authenticated from the
Messenger #E is like what comes in the Qur’an. It is oblig-
atory to affirm it for Alladh in a manner which is befitting
to His majesty without distortion, negation, saying how,
or making an example.

Allah the Exalted said:

§ omaill gaald) b5 50k AR Gl B
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Siirah ash-Shiira 42:11]

gulpCad gy
And there is none equal or comparable unto
Him.

[Siirah al-Tkhlas 112:4]

§ B Al 15,05 Y8 p
So put not forward similitudes for Allah.
[Stirah an-Nahl 16:74]

Likewise the hadith:
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3.2 [

oty 2805t 20 B it sz w5 23T

Allah is happier with the repentance of His believing, repentant
slave than one of you is when he recovers his lost property.?

Thus happiness is an attribute of Allah which is befitting
to His majesty. His happiness is not like the happiness of
the creation, His pleasure is not like the pleasure of the
creation, and His anger is not like the anger of the creation.

The person who, after losing his camel while in a foreign
land, rests beneath a tree awaiting death and then finds
his camel at his head, says due to extreme happiness, “O
Allah, You are my slave and I am Your lord.” He made
this mistake due to his extreme happiness.

Allah is happier with the repentance of His slave than this
person is with finding his camel containing his provisions.
This is despite the fact that Allah is the One who favored
him with this and granted him this virtue. Thus He is
happier than His slave. He is the One who grants favor
and success. We ask Allah to accept all of our repentance.

% Sahih Muslim 2746
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AFFIRMING THE ATTRIBUTES OF SPEECH AND
STATEMENTS FOR ALLAH THE EXALTED AND HIS
ASCENSION ABOVE THE THRONE FROM THE
AUTHENTIC SUNNAH

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

The Prophet’s % statement:
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There is none of you except that His Lord will speak to him,
and there will not be between Him and him an interpreter.”

And his statement % concerning the supplication for
treating the sick:
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Whoever among you suffers some sickness, or his brother
suffers some sickness, let him say, “Our Lord Allah Who is in
heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your will is done in heaven
and on earth; as Your mercy is in heaven, bestow it upon the

earth. Forgive us our sins. You are the Lord of the good. Send

down mercy from Your mercy and healing upon this pain,” and
he will be healed.”®

% Sahih al-Bukhari 7443

3 S}man Abi Dawud 3892; classed as sahih by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak
4/243
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And his statement %%
:

Will you not trust me, whereas I am a trustee of Him Who
is in the heaven?”

And his statement %
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The Throne is above the water and Allah is above the Throne
and He knows what you are upon.*

And his statement % to the slave girl:
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“Where is Allah?” She said, “Above the heavens.” He said,
“Who am I?” She said, “The Messenger of Allah.” He said to
her owner, “Free her, for verily she is a believer.”

And his statement %j?
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The best faith is for you to know that Allah is with you
wherever you may be.*

And his statement %
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2 Sahih Muslim 1064

% Al-Bayhagqi 851

%1 Sunan Abi Dawad 3282
%2 At-Tabarani 8791
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When one of you stands to pray, then let him not spit in front
of him or to his right, for verily Allah is in front of him; but let
him spit to his left or beneath his foot.*

EXPLANATION

These narrations are from the ahadith concerning the attri-
butes, and the intent from the author, may Allah have
mercy upon him, is to mention the pattern shown in the
verses and ahadith such that the Muslim will understand
this affair. So he brought some verses and narrations
which mention a few names and attributes of Allah.
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe in what is proven by
the names and attributes. They accept them as they come
without distortion, negation, saying how, or making an
example, and they do not deny them as the Jahmiyyah
and the Mu’tazilah do. They do not give a false interpreta-
tion as the Maturidiyyah and the Ash'ariyyah do.

Rather they accept them as they come, believing in them
and affirming them, and believing in what is proven by the
names and attributes. And they negate the resemblance of
Allah to His creation. Thus, according to Ahlus Sunnah
wal Jama’ah, there is no negation or resembling Him to
the creation. They affirm the verses and ahadith with the
correct meaning.

Included in this is his statement %
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“There is none of you except that His Lord will speak to him,
and there will not be between Him and him an interpreter. He
will look to his right and see nothing but his deeds which he
has sent forward, and he will look to his left and see nothing
but his deeds which he has sent forward, and he will look in
front of him and see nothing but the Hellfire facing him. So
save yourself from the Hellfire, even if only with half a date.”
Al-A’mash said, ‘Amr bin Murrah said, “Khaithamah narrated
the same and added, “Even with a good word.””*

This is proof that the speaking [of Allah] on the Day of
Judgment will be general, as the Prophet said, “There is
none of you except that His Lord will speak to him.” But as
for the people of evil, they will be spoken to in a manner
which will harm them, [with] speech which will place
anger upon them, while the people of good will be spoken
to in a manner which will make them happy.

And his statement %
52
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Will you not trust me, whereas I am a trustee of Him Who
is in the heaven?®

This means the One who is elevated above the heavens.
And his statement %
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Our Lord Allah Who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name.3¢

Meaning the One who is elevated above the creation.

$ oo o 2.0 1%
-‘J':"*"J o Ao Jf‘
Send down mercy from Your mercy.%’

This is proof that He is elevated above the creation.
Similarly, there is the Prophet’s statement:
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The Throne is above the water and Allah is above the Throne,
and He knows what you are upon.*®

This is similar to the statement of the Exalted:
§ el gl e el p

The Most Beneficent rose over the Throne.

[Stirah Taha 20:5]
And his statement %@
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When one of you stands to pray, then let him not spit in front
of him or to his right, for verily Allah is in front of him; but let
him spit to his left or beneath his foot.*

Allah is above the Throne and He is in front of the person

% Sunan Abi Dawid 3892
% Ibid

%  Al-Bayhaqi 851
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praying, and this is not a contradiction, because He is with
us wherever we may be.

As the Exalted said:

¢ FS L gl s s p
And He is with you (by His knowledge)
wherever you may be.

[Siirah al-Hadid 57:4]
. W)
And his statement %?
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The best faith is for you to know that Allah is with you
wherever you may be.%

Thus He is with His slave with His knowledge while He
is above the heavens with His essence, elevated over the
creation. He is with us by way of His knowledge and He
encompasses everything. Allah the Exalted is above the
Throne, above all of the creation, while His knowledge is
everywhere and nothing is hidden from Him. He is with
the people upon the sea and He is with the people upon
the land; He is with all the people and nothing is hidden
from Him. He is with them by way of His knowledge.
Concerning the story of the Prophet % and Aba Bakr {2,
Allah mentioned the statement of the Prophet %
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Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us.
[Siirah at-Tawbah 9:40]

And as He said concerning the story of Musa and Haran:

4 At-Tabarani 8791
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Verily! I am with you both, hearing and seeing.
[Siirah Taha 20:46]

And the Exalted said:

§ Gupllall g ) ) 19ulaly B
And be patient. Indeed, Allah is with the patient.
[Stirah al-Anfal 8:46]

This is the specific manner of Him being with the creation;
as for the general manner in which He is with His creation:

§ &bl &a s
And He is with you (by His knowledge)
wherever you may be.

[Siirah al-Hadid 57:4]

It is obligatory upon the people of Islam to know this
affair. Allah is with His creation by way of His knowledge,
and He encompasses everything. He is with His allies by
His knowledge, and by protecting and aiding them, and
‘He is above the Throne and above all the creation.

He said:

B 3 GaNl ol Gl & g %
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Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who created the
heavens and the earth in six days, and then He
rose over the Throne.

[Siirah al-A’raf 7:54]
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It is obligatory upon every Muslim to hold the belief of
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah concerning faith in the eleva-
tion of Allah: that He is above the Throne, nothing is
hidden from Him, and His knowledge encompasses His
slaves wherever they may be. And with Allah lies all
success.
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AFFIRMING ALLAH IS ELEVATED ABOVE THE
THRONE DOES NOT NEGATE HIS CLOSENESS AND
HIM BEING WITH HIS CREATION

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

The Prophet's statement f‘}_‘é@
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O Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and the exalted Throne,
our Lord and Lord of all things, splitter of the seed and the
date-stone, revealer of the Taurah and the Injil and the Furqan
(Qur’an), I seek refuge in You from the evil of all things You
shall seize by the forelock (i.e. have total mastery over). O
Allah, You are the First so there is nothing before You, and
You are the Last so there is nothing after You. You are the Most
High (the greatest and highest) so there is nothing above You,
and You are al-Batin (aware of the subtlest secrets) so there is
nothing closer than You. Settle our debt for us and spare us
from poverty.”

And his statement % when his Companions raised their
voices with remembrance of Allah:
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O people, be gentle with yourselves. Verily you are not calling
upon One who is deaf or absent. You are calling upon the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer, the One who is near.2

And in another narration:

Baslalet st e 13057 ) ol 6,23 5

He Whom you are supplicating to is nearer to every one of you
than the neck of his camel.”®

And his statement %
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You will see your Lord in the Hereafter as you see this moon,

with no difficulty. So if you are able to perform the prayers
before the rising of the sun and before it sets, then do so.

And this includes the other narrations in which the
Prophet % informed us about His Lord the Exalted.

Verily the Saved Sect, Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah, believe
in that, just as they believe in everything Allah informed us
of in His Book, without distortion, negation, saying how,
or making an example; rather they are upon the middle
course among the groups of the ummah, just as this ummah
is upon the middle course among the other nations.

They are upon the middle course concerning Allah’s attri-
butes, between the negation of the Jahmiyyah and those
who liken Allah to His creation. They are upon the middle

2  Gahih al-Bukhari 7386
% Sahih Muslim 2704
#“  Gahih al-Bukhari 554
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course concerning the actions of Allah, between the
Jabariyyah, the Qadariyyah, and other than them. They
are upon the middle course concerning the threat of Allah,
between the Murji’ah, the Khawarij, and other than them.
Also concerning the names of faith and the religion, [they
are] between the Haruriyyah and the Mu'tazilah, and
between the Murji'ah and the Jahmiyyah. They are also
upon the middle course concerning the Companions of
the Messenger of Allah ;ﬂ_ﬁ, between the Rafidah and the
Khawarij.

EXPLANATION

The author, may Allah have mercy upon him, brought
these ahadith which mention the attributes, from them:
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O Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and the exalted Throne,

our Lord and Lord of all things, splitter of the seed and the
date-stone, revealer of the Taurah and the Injil and the Furqan
(Qur’an), I seek refuge in You from the evil of all things You
shall seize by the forelock (i.e. have total mastery over). O
Allah, You are the First so there is nothing before You, and
You are the Last so there is nothing after You. You are the Most
High (the greatest and highest) so there is nothing above You,
and You are al-Batin (aware of the subtlest secrets) so there is
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nothing closer than You. Settle our debt for us and spare us
from poverty.”

In this great hadith which has been collected by Muslim,
[the Prophet] mentioned categories of the attributes, such
as Him being above the Throne, His being the Lord of the
heavens and the earth, and His sending down the Taurah,
the Injil, and the Qur’an. All of this is proof that He is
elevated, and He sends down everything. All of the revela-
tion was sent down by Him, and He is above the Throne,
above all of His creation.

He has the forelocks of all of the creation in His Hand; He
turns them how He wills. He is the First, there is nothing
before Him. He is the Last, there is nothing after Him. He
is the Most High, there is nothing above Him. And He is
al-Batin, there is nothing closer than Him.

As it comes in the Qur’an:
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He is the First (nothing is before Him) and
the Last (nothing is after Him), the Most High
(nothing is above Him) and the Most Near

(nothing is nearer than Him). And He is the
All-Knower of everything.

[Stirah al-Hadid 57:3]

Thus He is the First, there is nothing before Him; and He
is the Last, there is nothing after Him. He is eternal and
complete, and He is always present. Nothing preceded
Him and there was never a time He did not exist; rather,
He is eternal. And He is the Most High, the One who is

% Sahih Muslim 2713
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above all of the creation, so there is nothing above Him.
He is above the Throne. The Throne is the ceiling for the
creation. And He is al-Batin, there is nothing closer than
Him and nothing is hidden from Him; He knows the
situation of His slaves, and He knows their hearts. This
supplication is a means to seeking one’s needs in the
religion and becoming enriched from poverty.

Likewise the hadith of seeing Allah:

anh) b Opalia el 1e 095 LS 0S5 092 oSS
You will see your Lord in the Hereafter as you see this moon,
with no difficulty in seeing it.*

They will not have any difficulty seeing Him because
the vision will be clear; they will not have to climb over
each other. When trying to see something, the people may
climb over each other saying, “Look, look,” due to it being
hidden from some of them. As for seeing Allah, then the
vision will be clear, as clear as the sun without any clouds.
They will not need to climb over each other due to crowd-
ing. Everyone will see Him while standing in his own
place without any difficulty.

And the hadith when the Companions raised their voices:
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O people, be gentle with yourselves. Verily you are not calling
upon One who is deaf or absent. You are calling upon the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer, the One who is near.”

Sahih al-Bukhari 554
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Likewise he clarified to them that Allah the Exalted hears
the speech of His slaves and their supplication, so they do
not need to raise their voices in a manner that opposes the
legislation; rather, their voices should be raised moder-
ately. For this reason, the Prophet said, “Verily you are not
calling upon One who is deaf or absent.” They used to raise
their voices so the Prophet & ordered them not to do that.
They should not raise their voices as though they were
saying the talbiyah, because [the talbiyah] is the exception.

As for tHe normal takbir, then it is said in a moderate voice,
without raising it much. This is because you are not calling
upon One who is deaf nor One who is absent. He is above
the Throne and He is with His slaves; He hears their voices
and He hears their speech.

For this reason, Allah the Exalted said:
eI 5523 Lual Ly JB e ole il 135
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And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad],
concerning Me, indeed I am near. I respond to

the invocation of the supplicant when he calls
upon Me.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:186]

And for this reason he % said:

He Whom you are supplicating to is nearer to every one of you
than the neck of his camel.®®

4% Sahih Muslim 2704
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Thus Allah the Exalted is close, and there is no need to
raise the voices with remembrance. Remembrance is
audible from the standpoint of remembering Allah, not
from the necessity of it being audible. The voices are raised
to display the remembrance of Allah, just as the people
raise their voices with the talbiyah to display the remem-
brance of Allah. Allah knows the secrets and what is even
more subtle [than that]. He hears the voices of His slaves
even if their voices are quiet. Even the most secret affairs
are not hidden from Him. He is the All-Hearer, He is near,
and He hears their voices even if they are quiet. He knows
their situations even if they keep it secret; even the most
subtle affairs are not hidden from Him.

It is obligatory upon the believer to believe in Allah,
to believe that He is the All-Hearer, that He is near and
knows the condition of His slaves, and that He hears their
voices and knows their supplications. Even the most subtle
affair is not hidden from Him, although He is above the
Throne. He is above all of the creation. This is the ‘agidah
of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah in contrast to the ‘agidah of
the innovators.

The ‘agidah of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah is the upright
belief and it is moderate among the other beliefs. They
are the moderate group as it relates to belief in Allah,
just as this ummah is the moderate ummah among the
other nations. Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah are the moder-
ate group in affirming the attributes and names of Allah
without distortion, negation, saying how, or making an
example. They accept His names and attributes as they
come. They do not make an example for Allah as the
Jahmiyyah and Mu’tazilah do.
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They affirm [the names and attributes] while being free
from making an example, and they declare Allah free
from resemblance to His creation. Affirming the names
and attributes does not require making an example, and
declaring Him free from resemblance to His creation does
not require negating His names and attributes. Rather,
they say, “We affirm the attributes and names of Allah in
a manner which is befitting to His majesty without distor-
tion, negation, saying how, or making an example.”

Thus they are upon the middle course as it relates to the
attributes of Allah, between the Jahmiyyah, who negate the
attributes, and those who resemble Him to His creation.
The Jahmiyyah negate the attributes and names of Allah
while the Mushabihah resemble Him to His creation. [The
Mushabihah] say, “His Hand is like my hand, His Voice is
like my voice, His Foot is like my foot.” This is a great evil,
and it is disbelief and misguidance. Ahlus Sunnah wal
Jama’ah are also upon the middle course as it relates to the
actions of Allah between those who only follow the verses
which mention the threats, and the Qadariyyah.

Ahlus Sunnah affirm the actions of Allah, believing His
actions are the truth. He descends to the lowest heavens
of the world every night, and He will appear to His slaves
of the Day of Judgment such that they will see His noble
Face, just as they are able to see the sun when there are
no clouds. He becomes pleased, He becomes angry, He
commands, He prohibits, He creates, and He provides.
Thus His actions are affirmed. This is in contrast to
the beliefs of the Jahmiyyah and the Mu'tazilah. The
Mu’tazilah affirm His names but not His attributes. They
affirm just the names with no meaning.
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Likewise Ahlus Sunnah are the moderate group between
those who only follow the verses which mention the
threats. Ahlus Sunnah believe the threats of Allah will be
implemented. And they are moderate among the Murji'ah,
those who say actions are not a part of faith. The Murji’ah
believe the slave has statements and belief, but that the
actions are not from faith. Those who adhere only to the
threats are the Mu'tazilah. They say the one who commits
major sins will remain in the Fire forever if he dies upon
sins.

The Murji’ah say as long as there is faith, the absence of
actions will not harm the person, and actions are not a part
of faith. They believe the person’s statement and affirma-
tion are sufficient.

As for Ahlus Sunnah, they say iman is statement, action
and belief, and that faith is harmed by sins. But this
does not necessitate that the person will remain in the
Fire forever as the Mu'tazilah say, and the person is not
declared a disbeliever as the Khawarij say. But rather sins
harm, weaken, and remove the faith, while repentance
completes it.

This is the middle course between the two extreme groups,
the Khawarij and the Mu'tazilah. The Khawarij say faith is
a statement, action, and belief, but that it does not increase
or decrease. This is the same statement from a group of the
Mu'tazilah who adhere [only] to the verses which mention
the threats. They say faith is a statement, action, and
belief, but that it does not increase or decrease. Therefore
whoever dies upon sin will be from the inhabitants of the
Fire and will remain there forever. The Khawarij add to
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this belief by saying that, in addition to them remaining in
the Fire forever, they are also disbelievers.

As for Ahlus Sunnah, they are the middle group. They say
that sins decrease and weaken the faith, but that the sinner
is not declared a disbeliever unless he deems the sin to be
permissible; and they do not say the sinner will remain in
the Fire for eternity. This is in contrast to the belief of the
Khawarij and the Mu'tazilah, may Allah disgrace them.

Ahlus Sunnah are upon the middle course as it relates to
the Companions of the Messenger of Allah #E between
the beliefs of the Rafidah and the Khawarij. The Rafidah
are extreme while the Khawarij are negligent; the Khawarij
murdered the Companions and declared most of them to
be disbelievers, while the Rafidah exaggerate concerning
the family of the Prophet.

As for Ahlus Sunnah, they supplicate for Allah to be
pleased with all of the Companions 2 and they believe
all of them were upright. They are the best of the creation
of Allah after the prophets 5&5& and they are the best of
this ummah. But [Ahlus Sunnah] do not go to extremes
concerning them as the Rafidah go to extremes concern-
ing ‘Ali #2 and the household of the Prophet 42, The
Rafidah supplicate to them, thus associating partners with
Allah, and they consider them to be infallible. Therefore
the Rafidah are extreme concerning the Companions,
while the Khawarij are negligent and do not believe the
Companions were upright.

Ahlus Sunnah affirm the uprightness of the Companions
and their virtue 2, and they affirm that the Companions

135



Imam 'Abdul 'Aziz Bin Baz

are the best of the creation after the Prophet % But they
oppose the Rafidah in their extremism, so they are not
extreme concerning ‘Ali #2. And they are not extreme
concerning the household of the Prophet 4% Rather
they supplicate for Allah to be pleased with them, they
acknowledge their virtue, and they acknowledge that they
were upon righteousness and upright upon the truth.

So they hope for good for the Prophet’s household, for
‘Ali, and for all of the Companions 2. They recognize
that “Ali is the fourth rightly guided caliph and that he is
from the ten promised Paradise, but they do not go to the
extreme concerning him. They do not supplicate to him,
nor do they say he was infallible, and they do not say that
the Prophet’s message was intended for [‘Ali] and Jibril
betrayed the trust by not giving it to him. This belief is
false. Ahlus Sunnah say that he is from the most virtuous
and best of the Companions.

But it is not permissible to go to the extreme concerning
him, nor concerning Fatimah %, nor concerning Husayn
&2, nor anyone else. Rather, whoever was upright upon
the truth from the household of the Prophet, then he has
the attributes of a believer and he is supplicated for, and
we ask Allah to be pleased with them, but we do not
exceed the bounds concerning them. Instead, we acknowl-
edge their virtue; they are the best of the Muslims, and
they have a known status with Ahlus Sunnah.

Ahlus Sunnah do not go to the extreme concerning any of
the Companions, and they are not negligent concerning
any of them. Rather they know their rights, their virtue,
and the status which Allah has given them. Thus they
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adhere to the advice of the Prophet %@’ concerning his
Companions. And with Allah lies all success.
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THE OBLIGATION OF BELIEVING ALLAH IS ABOVE
THE HEAVENS, ASCENDING ABOVE HIS THRONE,
AND HE IS WITH HIS CREATION BY HIS KNOWLEDGE

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

Included in what we have mentioned from belief in Allah
is belief in what Allah has informed us of in His Book, the
numerous narrations from His Messenger ‘*}»E%, and what
the Salaf have agreed upon. From this belief is that He is
above the heavens, above His Throne, separate from His

creation, and He is with His creation wherever they may
be.

He knows what they are upon, as He says:
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He it is Who created the heavens and the earth
in six days and then rose over the Throne. He
knows what goes into the earth and what comes
forth from it, what descends from the heaven
and what ascends thereto. And He is with you

(by His knowledge) wherever you may be. And
Allah is the All-Seer of what you do.

[Siirah al-Hadid 57:4]

And His statement, “and He is with you,” does not mean
that He is among His creation, and this [meaning] is not
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necessitated from a language standpoint. The moon
is a sign from the signs of Allah; it is from His smallest
creations and its place is in the heavens. However, it is
with the traveler and other than the traveler wherever they
may be. Allah the Exalted is above His Throne, observing
His creation and watching them.

All of the speech in which Allah has mentioned that He
is above the Throne and He is with us does not require
distortion, such as the distortion concerning His statement
“in the heavens” to mean that the heavens cover Him. This
belief is false according to the consensus of the scholars.
Allah’s Footstool encompasses the heavens and the earth,
and He grasps the heavens and the earth so they do not
move away from their places. He grasps the heavens so it
does not fall upon the earth.

& oy il 1l 28 O 0T a5 3
And of His signs is that the heaven and the earth
remain by His command.

[Siirah ar-Rum 30:25]

EXPLANATION

This is the most important chapter in the book, and it
follows what was mentioned in the beginning of the book.
[The author] said, “Included in what we have mentioned
from belief in Allah is belief in what Alldh has informed us of
in His Book, the numerous narrations from His Messenger
%, and what the Salaf have agreed upon. From this belief is
that He is above the heavens, above His Throne, separate from
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His creation.” This is affirmed in the text of the Book and
the Sunnah and the consensus of the scholars. The Salaf
of this ummah 2 have agreed upon belief in Allah, and
He is above His heavens, above His Throne, separate
from His creation. Separate from the creation means that
nothing from His essence is among the creation; rather,
He is separate from them. As ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak
and others have said, “We know our Lord is above His
heavens, above His Throne, separate from His creation,
and His knowledge is everywhere.”

This is the statement of all the Salaf, may Allah have
mercy upon them; Allah is above the heavens, above the
Throne, while His knowledge is everywhere. There is no
contradiction between His knowledge being everywhere
and Him being above the Throne. He is above the Throne
while His knowledge encompasses everything and every
place.

As the Exalted said:
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There is no najwa (secret counsel) of three, but
He is their fourth (with His knowledge, while
He Himself is over the Throne, over the seventh
heaven), nor of five but He is their sixth (with
His knowledge), not of less than that or more,
but He is with them (with His knowledge)
wherever they may be; and afterwards on the
Day of Resurrection, He will inform them of
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what they did. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower
of everything.

[Stiirah al-Mujadilah 58:7]

Thus He began with knowledge and ended with knowl-
edge, and this is proof that His knowledge is not only
elevated but that it is everywhere. This affair is affirmed
in the text of the Book, the Sunnah, and the consensus of
the Salaf of this ummah. Likewise His ascension above the
Throne is affirmed by the text. Thus, there is no contra-
diction between the two, and it is obligatory to repel the
lies that Allah is contained in the heavens or that He has
a need for it. Rather, it is He who establishes the heavens
and establishes the Throne.

He is the One who said:
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Verily! Allah grasps the heavens and the earth
lest they move away from their places.

[Siirah Fatir 35:41]
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And of His signs is that the heaven and the earth
remain by His command.

[Siirah ar-Rim 30:25]

Thus, all of the creation is established by Him; He grasps
them, establishes them, and arranges their affairs. He
created all of the creation and He is above the Throne,
above all of the creation. Therefore, Him being with us
is true and Him being above the Throne is true, and this
does not require distortion. It cannot be thought that He
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is among His creation as the Mu'tazilah, Jahmiyyah, and
others who negate the attributes say. Rather, He is above
the Throne while His knowledge is in every place, and
even the most subtle affairs are not hidden from Him, not
in the heavens nor upon the earth.

It is obligatory for the believer to be upon this great ‘agidah
which is affirmed in the Book and the Sunnah, which
the Salaf of this ummah have agreed upon, including the
Companions and those who came after them. The ascen-
sion does not negate Him being with the creation and His
knowledge encompassing all things. The ascension is one
thing, and having knowledge of all things is a different
thing. His knowledge of all things never ceases to exist,
not upon the earth nor in the heavens, despite Him being
above the Throne, above all creation.
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So you may know that Allah is over all things
competent and that Allah has encompassed all
things in knowledge.

[Stirah at-Taldq 65:12]

And the statement of the Exalted:
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Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything.
[Stirah al-Anfal 8:75]

And His statement:
TSERER T
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Certainly, Allah has power over all things.
[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:20]

And His statement:
§ hsia oo K e al 5&5 p

And Allah is able to do everything.
[Surah al-Kahf 18:45]

And with Allah lies all success.
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BELIEF THAT HIS NEARNESS DOES NOT NEGATE
HIS ASCENSION AND ELEVATION ABOVE THE
CREATION, AND THE QUR'AN IS HIS SPEECH SENT
DOWN FROM HIM

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

Included in that is belief that He is near and He responds
to supplication, as comes in His statement:
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And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad],

concerning Me, indeed I am near. I respond to

the invocation of the supplicant when he calls
upon Me.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:186]

And in the statement of the Prophet % when the
Companions raised their voices with remembrance:

O people, be gentle with yourselves. Verily you are not calling
upon One who is deaf or absent. You are calling upon the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer, the One who is near.”

What is mentioned in the Book and the Sunnah concerning
His being near to the creation and responding to supplica-

4 Sahih al-Bukhari 7386
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tions does not negate what He mentioned concerning His
being elevated above the creation. Surely there is nothing
similar to Him whatsoever in any of His attributes. He is
elevated in His nearness and He is close in His elevation.

Also from belief in Allah and His Books is belief that the
Qur’an is the speech of Allah sent down from Him, and
it is not created. It came from Him and to Him it shall
return. Allah speaks with it in reality. This is the Qur’an
which He sent down upon Muhammad % And it is His
speech in reality, it is not the speech of other than Him. It
is not permissible to say it is a narrative of Allah’s speech.
Rather, if it is recited by the people or written in the mushaf,
it remains the real speech of Allah the Exalted. The reality
of the speech is connected to the One from whom it initi-
ated, not the one who conveys it. It is the speech of Allah
by its letters and its meaning. It is not just His speech in
letters without being His speech in meaning, nor is it only
His speech in meaning without being His speech in letters.

EXPLANATION

The author, may Allah have mercy upon him, clarifies that
included in belief in Allah by His names and attributes
is belief that He is near and He responds to supplica-
tion. Thus His being elevated above the Throne does not
prevent Him from being close and responding to suppli-
cation. He is elevated in His closeness and He is close in
His elevation, as the author mentioned. He is close and
He responds while He is elevated and above the Throne,
above the heavens and above all creation.
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For this reason, Allah the Exalted said:
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And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad],

concerning Me, indeed I am near. I respond to

the invocation of the supplicant when he calls
upon Me.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:186]

Thus He is close to the one who supplicates to Him and
He res onds to His slaves. Likewise the Prophet’s state-

A

ment £
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He Whom you are supplicating to is nearer to every one of you
than the neck of his camel.®

He said this when he heard his Companions raising their
voices during a journey. He said:

Gl 23 (B V5 20 2ol 5% Y (&Z\; c‘.&wt B 1555

% w
O people, be gentle with yourselves. Verily you are not calling
upon One who is deaf or absent. You are calling upon the

All-Hearer, the All-Seer, the One who is near.?!

Thus, despite His being elevated above the Throne, He
is not prevented from being near and responding to the
supplication of those who call upon Him. He is the One
who hears the supplication and He is the One who is

% Sahih Muslim 2704
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near to respond to it. He is the All-Hearer and the One
who is near. The attribute of Him being the All-Hearer
is mentioned in many verses. He hears the secrets and
what is even more subtle [from the creation], and nothing

is hidden from Him. This is likewise mentioned in many
ahadith.

Therefore, what has been mentioned concerning Him
being elevated and above the creation does not negate
what has been mentioned of Him being close and near and
with the creation. He is with the creation by way of His
knowledge and observation.

¢ A8 L g S sy )
And He is with you (by His knowledge)
wherever you may be.

[Stirah al-Hadid 57:4]

He is with His allies by His knowledge, His protection,
His aid, and His assistance, and it is obligatory upon
every male and female believer to believe this. He is the
All-Hearer and the One who is near, and He is elevated
above the Throne. There is no contradiction in His being
near to His slaves and His hearing their supplication. He is
the All-Hearer, the One who is near, and He is the Exalted,
the Great.

§ el a0 a5 e 1345 %5 )
And He feels no fatigue in guarding and

preserving them. And He is the Most High, the
Most Great.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:255]

147



Imam 'Abdul ' Aziz Bin Baz

& 4y e Jaally Sl K S ) B

To Him ascends good speech, and righteous
work raises it.

[Stirah Fatir 35:10]

And from belief in Allah is belief that the Qur’an is the
speech of Allah the Exalted. And also from belief in the
books of Allah is belief that the Qur’an is His Book sent
down upon His Slave and His Messenger, the seal of the
prophets, Muhammad ;ﬂé’ And it is the speech of Allah,
its letters and its meanings. It is obligatory to believe it is
the speech of Allah sent down, and it is not created. From
Him it originated and to Him it shall return. The fact that
it is written in the mushaf and recited and memorized does
not negate that. It is memorized in the hearts, written in
the mushaf, and heard by the ears, yet it is still the speech
of Allah in its letters and meanings.

It is not permissible to say it is a narrative of the speech
of Allah or an expression of it, as the Ash’ariyyah and
al-Kullabiyyah® say. No, rather it is the speech of Allah, its
letters and its meanings; it is not a narrative of His speech,
it is His actual speech.

His statement:
§ asdl 22l s ) Ay Y Ay
Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but

He, the Ever-Living, the One Who sustains and
protects all that exists.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:255]

2 Al-Kullabiyyah are the followers of Abit Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn Sa’id
ibn Kullab al-Qattan al-Basri (240H)
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This is the speech of Allah.

§ Cpdall S Al 2sD) )
[All] praise is [due] to Allah, Lord of the worlds.
[Stirah al-Fatihah 1:2]

This is the speech of Allah.
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And He feels no fatigue in guarding and
preserving them.

[Surah al-Bagarah 2:255]

This is the speech of Allah.

All of the verses are the speech of Allah from the begin-
ning to the end, [both] the letters and the meanings. It is
not just His speech in letters without being His speech in
meaning, nor is it only His speech in meaning without
being His speech in letters.

Al 2l sa YAl ¥ Ay

Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but
He, the Ever-Living, the One Who sustains and
protects all that exists.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:255]

This is the speech of Allah.

The meaning of the Ever-Living, the One who sustains, is
to protect and guard.

And this is the speech of Allah:
£ ORI G el L 2S5 (5
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Say, "Who can protect you at night or by day
from the Most Merciful?"

[Siirah al-Anbiya' 21:42]
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To Him ascends good speech, and righteous

work raises it.
[Stirah Fatir 35:10]
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So the judgement is only with Allah, the Most
High, the Most Great!
[Stirah Ghafir 40:12]

¢ty P
Indeed, He is Hearing and near.
[Siirah Saba' 34:50]
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Truly, Allah is the All-Hearer, All-Knower.
[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:181]
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And that Allah is full of kindness, Most
Merciful.
[Sitrah an-Nur 24:20]

The speech of Allah includes the letters and the meanings
according to Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah. And with Allah
lies all success.
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THE OBLIGATION OF BELIEVING IN THE
LAST DAY AND WHAT IT CONTAINS FROM
PUNISHMENT AND PLEASURE

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

Also included in what we mentioned from belief is to
believe in His books, His angels, and His messengers,
and to believe that the believers will see Allah with their
eyes just as they are able to see the sun on a cloudless day,
and just as they are able to see the moon on a clear night,
without any difficulty. They will see Allah the Exalted
when they stand for judgment. Then after that they will
see Him when they enter Paradise as Allah wills.

Belief in the Last Day is belief in everything we have been
informed of by the Prophet £ which will occur after
death. [Ahlus Sunnah] believe in the trials, punishment,
and bliss of the grave.

As for the trials of the grave, then the people will be tested
in their graves. It will be said to the person:
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Who is your Lord, what is your religion, and who is
your prophet?%
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Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the
word that stands firm in this world (i.e. they will
keep on worshipping Allah alone and none else)

and in the Hereafter.

[Stirah 'Ibrahim 14:27]

The believer will say, “My Lord is Allah, my religion is
Islam, and Muhammad % is my prophet.” As for the one
who was unsure, he will say, “Ah, ah, I do not know. I
heard the people saying something, so I said it.” Thus
he will be struck with a rod of iron and he will let out a
scream heard by everything except mankind. If man were
to hear it, he would die. Then after this test, there is either
bliss or punishment until the Day of Judgment. The souls
will be returned to the bodies and the Hour will be estab-
lished as Allah has informed us in His Book and upon the
tongue of His Messenger, and the Muslims have agreed
upon this.

The people will stand from their graves:

£ ,4 Z . 2% 2
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Barefoot, naked, and uncircumcised.?*

The sun will be close to them and some people will be up
to their mouths in sweat. The scales will be laid out and
the actions of the slaves will be weighed.
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Then, those whose scales (of good deeds) are
heavy —these, they are the successful. And those

5 Sahih al-Bukhari 6524
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whose scales (of good deeds) are light, they are
those who lose their ownselves, in Hell will they
abide.

[Stirah al-Mu'minin 23:102, 103]

The scrolls will be handed out, and these are the scrolls
containing the actions [of the people]. Some will take their
scrolls with their right hand, and some will take their
scrolls with their left hand or from behind their back.

As Allah the Exalted said:
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And We have fastened every man's deeds to his

neck, and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall

bring out for him a book which he will find wide

open. (It will be said to him), "Read your book.

You yourself are sufficient as a reckoner against
you this Day."

[Stirah al-Isra' 17:13, 14]

Allah will judge the creation. He will seclude the believer
and make him acknowledge his sins, as has been described
in the Book and the Sunnah. As for the disbeliever, then
his good and evil deeds will not be weighed, because
he does not have any good deeds. Rather, the actions of
the disbelievers will be taken to account and they will be
given their recompense.

EXPLANATION
This section covers the believers seeing their Lord. It has
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been mentioned that the believers, in summary, believe in
everything Allah and His Messenger #¥ have informed
them of, including the affairs of Paradise and the Fire, the
angels, the scrolls, the scales, the judgment, the recom-
pense, and the other affairs of the next life. This is the
general belief of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah.

Included in that is belief that the believers will see their
Lord on the Day of Judgment with their eyes. And there is
no doubt about this.

As the Prophet % said:
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You will see your Lord in the Hereafter as you see this moon,
with no difficulty in seeing it. So if you are able to perform

the prayers before the rising of the sun and before it sets, then
do so.*®

As for the disbelievers, they will be veiled, as the Exalted
said:
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Nay! Surely, they (the evil-doers) will be veiled
from seeing their Lord that Day.

[Stirah al-Mutaffifin 83:15]

The believers will see Him during two different times.
They will see Him during the standing on the Day of
Judgment, and this is specific to the believers, excluding
any others. Then they will see Him as He wills in Paradise

% SGahih al-Bukhari 554
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during the times He reveals His noble Face. They will have
specific times based on their levels.

From the foundational beliefs of Ahlus Sunnah wal
Jama'ah is to believe in everything Allah and His
Messenger #£¥ have informed us of, including the affairs
of the next life, Paradise, the Fire, the judgment, and the
recompense. Ahlus Sunnah believes in all of this.

Included in that is belief in the punishment and bliss in
the grave. Ahlus Sunnah believe in that, in contrast to the
innovators. They believe in the punishment and pleasure
in the grave. The people will be tested in their graves. It
will be said to each person, “Who is your Lord? What is
your religion? And who is your prophet?” And Allah will
make the believers firm with a firm statement in this life
and the next, and He will lead the wrongdoers astray.

As Allah the Exalted said:
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Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the
word that stands firm in this world (i.e. they will

keep on worshipping Allah alone and none else)
and in the Hereafter.

[Stirah Ibrahim 14:27]

The believer will say, “My Lord is Allah, my religion is
Islam, and Muhammad % is my prophet.” As for the
disbeliever who was unsure, he will say, “Ah, ah, I don’t
know.” The hypocrite and the disbeliever will say this. The
hypocrite is the one who manifests Islam while in reality
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he is a disbeliever. Thus the hypocrite and the obvious
disbeliever will say, “Ah, ah, I don’t know. I heard the
people saying something so I said it.” So he will be struck
with a rod of iron and he will let out a scream heard by
everything except mankind. And if man were to hear it, he
would die.

Then the major judgment will take place after this test. The
people will remain either in bliss or in punishment. [While
in the grave] the believer will be in bliss and his soul will
be taken to Paradise. As for the disbeliever, his soul will
be taken to the Fire. As Allah the Exalted informed us
concerning the inhabitants of the Fire from the followers
of Pharaoh:

L £ g Gy B G ek 0

§ %D 3 e 3T 1N

The Fire; they are exposed to it, morning and

afternoon, and on the Day when the Hour will

be established (it will be said to the angels),

"Cause Pharaoh’s people to enter the severest
torment!"

[Stuirah Ghafir 40:46]

And then the major judgment will be established. The
people will stand from their graves barefoot, naked, and
uncircumcised. Allah will return the people to their bodies
and resurrect them just as He created them, barefoot with
no shoes, naked with no clothes, and uncircumcised. They
will stand before the Lord of all that exists. Allah will
judge the creation and lay out the scales. The actions of the
slaves will be weighed. Whoever has a heavy scale will be
happy, and whoever has a light scale will be destroyed.
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The scrolls will be laid out and weighed. Some will take
their scrolls with their right hand, and some will take their
scrolls with their left hand or from behind their back, as is
explained in the Qur’an.

As for the disbelievers, they will not be judged in the same
manner with their good and evil actions being weighed,
because they do not have any good deeds. However, their
actions will be counted, they will acknowledge them, and
they will be given the recompense for them. Meaning, they
will be driven to the Fire, taken to account for their deeds
and made to acknowledge them; they will be rebuked as a
result of their sins and then driven to the Fire.

As Allah the Exalted said:

€ 5% s ) 1 Gl G
And those who disbelieved will be driven to
Hell in groups.
v [Stirah az-Zumar 39:71]

[They will be driven in] group after group. We ask Allah
for safety and security. This is due to their evil actions and
their disbelief in Allah the Exalted.

As for the inhabitants of Paradise, they shall be driven to
the honored Paradise in delegations and crowds after they
have completed the standing, crossed over the bridge, and
left the open plain they were standing upon. They shall be
driven to Paradise, each person going to his level. He will
know his place there better than he knows his place in the
worldly life. And what is intended by “their places” is the
places that Allah has prepared for them, and this shall be
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mentioned [later] inshaAllah.

This is the situation on the Day of Judgment. This is a great
day whose length is fifty thousand years, a day which
will be difficult upon the disbelievers and easy upon the
believers. And before half the day is complete, the people
will be in their places.
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The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have
the best abode, and have the fairest of places for
repose.

[Sturah al-Furgan 25:24]

The inhabitants of Paradise will be in Paradise before
midday. And the inhabitants of the Fire will be in the Fire
before midday. We ask Allah for safety and security.

Their Lord will have completed their judgment, and He
is the Most Just; He does not bring forth even an atom’s
weight of oppression. As the Exalted said:
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Surely! Allah wrongs not even of the weight of
an atom (or a small ant), but if there is any good

(done), He doubles it, and gives from Him a
great reward.

[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:40]
And the Exalted said:
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And We shall set up balances of justice on the
Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt
with unjustly in anything. And if there be the
weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And
sufficient are We as Reckoners.

[Stirah al-Anbiya' 21:40]

And the Exalted said:
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So whoever does good equal to the weight of an
atom (or a small ant), shall see it. And whoever

does evil equal to the weight of an atom (or a
small ant), shall see it.

[Stirah az-Zalzalah 98:7, 8]

It was narrated from Ibn ‘Umar &2 that he gave a raisin
seed in charity, and he was asked about that and asked
what value it had. He replied:
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How do you think this compares to an atom?%

So the person should not belittle any charity, even if it is
small. He gives according to his ability. Give one riyal or
five riyal, a mouth of food to the beggar, or one or two
dates. And we have mentioned before that a woman
came to the home of the Prophet 4% with her two daugh-
ters asking for food. ‘Aisha’ ¥2 said that she did not find

% In another narration it mentions, “A poor person requested food from
‘Aisha’, the mother of the believers, and there was a raisin in front of her. She
said to someone, ‘Take this raisin and give it to her.” So he began to look at her
in amazement. She replied, ‘Are you amazed? How do you think this compares
to an atom?’” [Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr 1881]
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anything in the home except for three dates, so she took
them and gave them to the woman. The woman gave each
of her daughters a date and she took the third date to eat
for herself. Her two daughters quickly ate their dates and
requested the third one from their mother. Thus she split
the date into two halves and gave it to them, and she did
not eat anything.

‘Aisha’ @% said, “I was amazed by her action, and when
the Prophet #% returned 1 informed him of what had
occurred.” He said:
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Verily, because of it Allah has made Paradise
~ obligatory for her.”

This is due to the mercy she showed to her daughters by
splitting the date between the two of them and not eating
anything herself. This is proof that charity, even if it is only
a little, accompanied with sincerity and truthfulness, will
bring about a great deal of good. Thus, you give charity
according to your capability. Some are able to give one
hundred riyal, some can give one thousand, while some
can only give one or two. And some people may only be
able to give a date, a mouthful of food, or a garment.

Allah the Exalted said:
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So fear Allah as much as you are able.
[Siirah at-Taghabun 64:16]

5 Sahih Muslim 2730
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And We shall set up balances of justice on the
Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt
with unjustly in anything. And if there be the

weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And
sufficient are We as Reckoners.

[Siirah al-Anbiya' 21:47]

We ask Allah to grant success to us all.
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AFFIRMING THE POND AND THE BRIDGE

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him — said:

During the standing on the Day of Judgment, there will
be the pond granted to the Prophet % Its water is whiter
than milk and sweeter than honey. There are more glasses
for it than there are stars in the sky. Its length is a month
and its width is a month. Whoever drinks from it will
never be thirsty again.

The bridge will be laid over the middle of the Hellfire. It
is the bridge which is between Paradise and the Fire. The
people will cross it according to their actions. Some will
cross it like the blink of an eye, and some will cross it like
lightning. Some will cross it like a fast wind and some will
cross it like a racehorse. Some will cross it like a fast camel
and some will cross it running. Some will walk across it
and some will crawl. Some will be snatched and thrown
into the Fire. The bridge has thorns that will cut the people
according to their actions.

Whoever crosses the bridge enters Paradise. After crossing
the first bridge, they will be made to stand at the second
bridge between Paradise and the Fire. At this point, the
people will take retribution from each other. When they
are purified, they will be granted permission to enter
Paradise.
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EXPLANATION

This is concerning the pond and the bridge. The pond
granted to the Prophet £ is al-Kawthar.
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Indeed, We have granted you, [O Muhammad],
al-Kawthar.

[Stirah al-Kawthar 108:1]

This means the pond receives its water from the Kawthar,
as al-Kawthar is in Paradise. The pond receives water from
two channels coming from al-Kawthar. The pond will be
upon the earth receiving water from al-Kawthar. It will be
presented to the believers who followed Muhammad %
Its length is a month, and its width is a month. It has more
glasses than there are stars in the sky. Its water is whiter
than milk, and its taste is sweeter than honey. Whoever
drinks from it will never be thirsty again until they enter
the Paradise. The believers will drink from it, and they
are the followers of Muhammad #% and a group will be
pushed away from it. He % will say, “O our Lord, why?”
It will be said:
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Verily they continued to turn away on their heels since you
left them.*®

Thus they will be prevented from drinking from the
pond and the Prophet will say to them, “Let the one who
changed after me, get far away from me.”

% Sahih al-Bukhari 4625
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This proves that the pond is specifically for the believers
who died following the Prophet el upon his religion. As
for those who apostated after the Prophet %, or those
who left the religion during any era, they will not drink
from the pond. The only people who will drink from the
pond are the believers who followed the Prophet %

The other prophets, likewise, have ponds which are
distinct from his pond. But his pond is the most complete.
Some will try to drink from the pond who are not deserv-
ing of it, like a strange camel, but no one will drink from
it except for the truthful believers. As for those who left
the religion, they will have no portion of it, and there is no
power or might except with Allah. We ask Him to allow
us and you to drink from it.

The bridge will be laid over the middle of the Hellfire.
This is the bridge, the path over the middle of the Hellfire;
whoever falls from it falls into the Fire. Everyone who
enters Paradise will have to cross it.
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There is not one of you but will pass over it
(Hell); this is with your Lord; a Decree which
must be accomplished. Then We will save those

who feared Allah and leave the wrongdoers
within it, on their knees.

[Stirah Maryam 19:71, 72]

The believer will cross it and be saved. As for other than
the believers, they will not cross it at all; instead, they will
be driven directly to the Fire. We ask Allah for safety and
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security. The people will cross over the bridge. Some of
the believers will cross it like the blinking of an eye, and
some of them will cross it like lightning. Some will cross it
like a racehorse, and some will cross it like the wind. This
will all be based upon their actions. Some will cross over
it crawling; some portion of it they will stand and other
portions they will crawl. Some people will be snatched
off the bridge and thrown into the Fire. We ask Allah
for safety and security. All of this will be based upon the
actions the person died upon.

No one will be saved except for the truthful believer, and
other than the believers will be in the Fire. We ask Allah for
safety and security. Some of the people will be scratched
and then they will be saved, while some of them will fall
into the Fire and they will be punished according to their
sins and transgressions; then Allah will remove them from
the Fire and place them into Paradise. No one will remain
in the Fire except for the disbelievers.

As for the sinners from the Muslims who fall into the
Fire, they will be punished for a time period according
to their sins, and then Allah will allow intercession for
them, so they will be interceded for. The one who will
have the greatest intercession for the people is our Prophet
Muhammad % Allah will allow him to intercede for a
number of the sinners, so he will do so. Thus they will be
removed from the Fire. He will intercede four times; each
time Allah will allow him to remove a certain number of
sinners from the Fire.

There will remain in the Fire a group of sinners from this
ummah who were not included in the intercession. Allah
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will remove them from the Fire after that by His virtue
and mercy. They will be removed from the Fire and taken
to Paradise. They will be placed in the River of Life and
they will grow like a seed in a flowing stream. When
their creation is complete, they will be permitted to enter
Paradise.

For this reason the believer must know that it is obliga-
tory to be diligent upon the means of obtaining safety.
This is a very dangerous matter, not concerning the pond
but concerning the bridge. It is obligatory upon us to ask
Allah for a good ending, and to strive to be firm upon the
truth and to be upright. One must be wary of disobeying
Allah the Exalted, and he must be diligent upon repent-
ing. Every time he slips by committing sins, he must rush
to repentance. No one is infallible, but we must adhere to
repentance every time we fall into shortcomings and sins.
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And those who, when they have committed an
immorality or wronged themselves with evil,
remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their
sins—and none can forgive sins but Allah—
and do not persist in what (wrong) they have
done, while they know. For such, the reward is
Forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens with
rivers flowing underneath (Paradise), wherein
they shall abide forever. How excellent is this
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reward for the doers (who do righteous deeds
according to Allah's orders).

[Siirah Ali ‘Imrin 3:135, 136]

The believer always takes himself to account and observes
himself. He is not impressed by himself and he does not
consider his actions a favor; rather, he struggles against
himself, [so that] perhaps he may be saved.
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And those who give that which they give (and
also do other good deeds) with their hearts full
of fear, because they are sure to return to their

Lord (for reckoning). It is these who race for the
good deeds, and they are foremost in them.

[Stirah al-Mu'minin 23:60, 61]

Ibn Abi Malikah said, “I met thirty of the Companions of
the Messenger of Allah %2, all of them fear hypocrisy for
themselves. There was not one of them who said he was
upon the iman of Jibril and Mika'il”

Ibrahim ibn Yazid at-Tamimi said, “I have not presented
my statements against my actions except that I feared that
I would be untruthful.”

Thus it is obligatory to be cautious, and to not consider our
actions as a favor or become impressed with our actions.
Allah only accepts from the pious. So the person must
struggle with himself and know his shortcomings so he
can struggle against them. He must adhere to repentance
until Allah is pleased with him. We ask Allah to grant us
all success and guidance.
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THE FIRST ONE TO REQUEST PARADISE TO OPEN,
AND THE FIRST TO ENTER IT, WILL BE OUR PROPHET
MUHAMMAD % AND HE WILL HAVE A NUMBER OF
INTERCESSIONS IN THE NEXT LIFE

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

The first one to request Paradise to open will be
Muhammad %, and the first to enter it from the nations
will be his ummah. And on the Day of Judgment he will
have three types of intercessions.

The First Intercession

He will intercede for the people standing on the Day
of Judgment; the judgment will begin after the people
request intercession from the other prophets: Adam, Nibh,
Ibrahim, Misa, and ‘Isa the son of Maryam @&IST . They will
refuse [to intercede] and it will end with him.

The Second Intercession

He will intercede for the inhabitants of Paradise to enter
it. These first two types of intercession are specific to him.

The Third Intercession

He will intercede for those who deserve to enter the Fire,
and this intercession is for him, all of the prophets, the
truthful, and other than them. He will intercede for those
who deserve to enter the Fire to keep them from entering
it, and he will intercede for those who entered it to come
out of it.
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Allah will remove a group of people from the Fire without
intercession; instead, He will remove them by His virtue
and mercy. There will remain in Paradise empty space
after the people of the world have entered it, so Allah will
create a new people and enter them into Paradise.

The next life contains various categories such as the
judgment, the reward, the punishment, Paradise, and the
Fire. The details of those are mentioned in the books sent
down from the heavens and knowledge from the prophets,
and the knowledge left as inheritance from Muhammad
%’g’ is sufficient; whoever seeks it will find it.

EXPLANATION

The author, may Allah have mercy upon him, said that the
first person to seek to open the door of Paradise will be
Muhammad %, our prophet. He will be the first to seek
to open Paradise, and Allah the Exalted ordered that the
doors of Paradise will not be opened for anyone before
him % He will be the first to seek to open Paradise, the
first one to knock on its doors. The gatekeeper of Paradise
will say, “I have been ordered to not open the door for
anyone before you.”

The first to enter Paradise from the nations will be his
ummah, after the prophets gﬁf have entered Paradise. The
ummah of Muhammad % is the best of all the nations; his
ummah will be the first of the nations to enter Paradise.

He will have three types of intercessions on the Day
of Judgment. He will have the greatest intercession for
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the people standing on the Day of Judgment so that the
judgment will start. This will happen after the intercession
has been sought from the other prophets @Eﬁﬁt‘ . The people
will go to Adam, Niih, Ibrahim, Misa, and ‘Isa the son of
Maryam gﬁ? . When the situation becomes difficult for the
people standing, they will go to Adam gﬂfs\ [and say]:
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“You are the father of mankind; Allah created you with His
Own Hand, and breathed into you of His Spirit (meaning
the spirit which he created for you); and ordered the angels
to prostrate before you; so (please) intercede for us with your
Lord. Don't you see the state we are in? Don't you see what
condition we have reached?” Adam will say, “Today my Lord
has become angry as He has never been before, nor will he ever
become so after. He forbade me (to eat of the fruit of) the tree,
but I disobeyed Him. Myself! Myself! Myself! Go to someone
else; go to Nuth.”

So they will go to Niuh and say (to him), “O Nah! You were
the first (of Allah's messengers) to the people of the earth, and
Allah has named you a thankful slave; please intercede for us
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with your Lord. Don't you see the state we are in?” He will
say, “Today my Lord has become angry as He has never been
before nor will he ever be after. I had (in the world) the right to
make one definitely accepted invocation, and I made it against
my nation. Myself! Myself! Myself! Go to someone else; go to
Ibrahim.”

They will go to Ibrahim and say, “O Ibrahim! You are Allah's
messenger and His khalil from among the people of the earth;
so please intercede for us with your Lord. Don't you see the
state we are in?” He will say to them, “Today my Lord has
become angry as He has never been before nor will he ever be
after. I told three lies (Abat Haiyan, the sub-narrator, mentioned
them in the hadith). Myself! Myself! Myself! Go to someone
else; go to Miisa.”

The people will then go to Misa and say, “O Miisa! You are
Allah's messenger, and Allah gave you superiority above the
others with this message and with His direct speech to you;
(please) intercede for us with your Lord. Don't you see the state
we are in?” Miisa will say, “My Lord has today become angry
as He has never been before, nor will He be after; I killed a
person whom I had not been ordered to kill. Myself! Myself!
Myself! Go to someone else; go to ‘Isa.”

So they will go to ‘Isa and say, “O ‘Isa! You are Allah's messen-
ger and His Word which He sent to Mary, a superior soul
created by Him, and you talked to the people while still young
in the cradle. Please intercede for us with your Lord. Don't
you see the state we are in?” ‘Isa will say, “My Lord has today
become angry as He has never been before nor will He ever be
after.” ‘Isa will not mention any sin, but he will say, “Myself!
Myself! Myself! Go to someone else; go to Muhammad.”

So they will come to me [Muhammad] and say, “O Muhammad!
You are Allah's messenger and the last of the prophets, and
Allah forgave your early and late sins. (Please) intercede for us
with your Lord. Don't you see the state we are in?" The Prophet
4% added, "Then I will go beneath Allah's Throne and fall in
prostration before my Lord. And then Allah will guide me to
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such praises and glorification of Him as He has never guided
anybody else before me. Then it will be said, “O Muhammad,
raise your head. Ask, and it will be granted. Intercede and it
(your intercession) will be accepted.”®

He will intercede for the inhabitants of Paradise to enter
it, then he will intercede again for the people who entered
the Fire because of their sins and transgression. Allah will
grant him a number of people, and he will remove them
from the Fire. Then he will intercede again and Allah will
grant him a number of people, so he will remove them
from the Fire. Then he will intercede again, so Allah will
grant him a number of people and he will remove them
from the Fire. Then he will intercede again and Allah will
grant him a number of people, and he will remove them
from the Fire. This will occur four times.

The prophets will intercede, as well as the believers and
the child who died before puberty. All of them will inter-
cede on this great day. There will remain in the Fire a
group from the people of tawhid who were not included
in the intercession. There will remain in the Fire a group
of the Muslims who entered the Fire due to their sins, and
Allah will remove them by way of His mercy without the
intercession of anyone. They will have been burnt by the
Fire and become coal, so they will be thrown into the River
of Life. They will grow like a seed in a flowing stream;
when their creation is complete, Allah will enter them into
Paradise by His virtue and mercy. No person of tawhid will
remain in the Fire. No one will remain in the Fire except
for the disbelievers, those whom Allah has decreed will
remain in the Fire forever due to their disbelief.

% Gahih al-Bukhari 236
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As Allah the Exalted said:

Bl el clia el D) gy WKy
SIS N

Thus will Allah show them their deeds as regrets
upon them. And they are never to emerge from
the Fire.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:167]

And He said concerning them:
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Whenever it abates, We shall increase for them
the fierceness of the Fire.

[Stirah al-Isra' 17:97]

And the Exalted said concerning them:

€ U V) a5 o 145y
So taste you (the results of your evil actions); no

increase shall We give you, except in torment.
[Stirah an-Naba' 78:30]

And He said concerning them:
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They will long to get out of the Fire, but never

will they get out therefrom, and theirs will be a
lasting torment.

[Stirah al-Ma'idah 5:37]

We seek refuge in Allah from this. And He said concern-

ing them:
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Therein they will cry, "Our Lord! Bring us out,
we shall do righteous good deeds, not (the evil
deeds) that we used to do." (Allah will reply),
"Did We not give you lives long enough, so
that whoever would receive admonition, could
receive it? And the warner came to you. So taste

you (the evil of your deeds). For the wrongdoers
there is no helper."

[Stirah Fatir 35:37]

This is their condition and their final destination will be a
lasting torment. We ask Allah for safety and security. The
Fire will never end, and they will never come out of it.

As for the details of what will occur on the Day of
Judgment, such as the scales, the scrolls, and the great fear,
all of this is present. Some of this is in the Qur’an and some
can be found in the authentic narrations. We ask Allah for
safety and security, and there is no might or power except
with Allah.
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BELIEF IN DIVINE DECREE AND ITS LEVELS ACCORDING
TO AHLUS SUNNAH WAL JAMA’AH

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

The saved sect from Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believes
in divine decree, the good of it and the bad of it. Belief in
divine decree has two levels, and each level contains two
things.

The First Level

Belief that Allah the Exalted has full knowledge of the
creation, working according to His ancient knowledge,
which is from His infinite descriptions. He knows all of
their conditions, from obedience, sins, provision, and lifes-
pan. Allah wrote the decree of all creation in the Preserved
Tablet. The first thing Allah created was the Pen and He
said to it, “Write.” The Pen said, “What shall I write?” He
said, “Write everything which is going to happen until the
Day of Judgment.”

Thus whatever befalls a person was not going to miss
him, and whatever he misses was not going to befall him.
The ink has dried and the scroll has been folded. As the
Exalted said:
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Know you not that Allah knows all that is in the
heavens and on earth? Verily, it is (all) in the
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Preserved Tablet (al-Lawh al-Mahfadh). Verily!
That is easy for Allah.

[Stirah al-Hajj 22:70]

And the Exalted said:
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No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves

but is inscribed in the Preserved Tablet (al-Lawh

al-Mahfudh), before We bring it into existence.
Verily, that is easy for Allah.

[Siirah al-Hadid 57:22]

This decree which follows His knowledge is general and
detailed. He has written in the Preserved Tablet what He
willed.

When the fetus is created, before the soul is blown into it,
an angel is sent to it. He is ordered to write four things: his
provision, his lifespan, his actions, and if he will be fortu-
nate or miserable. This is the decree which is denied by
the extreme Qadariyyah of old, and a few people deny it
today.

The Second Level

This is the will of Allah which is implemented and His
comprehensive decree. This is belief that whatever Allah
wills is going to happen, and whatever He does not will
is not going to happen. And there is no movement in
the heavens or upon the earth, or anything which is still
without movement, except by the will of Allah the Exalted.
Nothing occurs in His kingdom except what He wills, and
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He has power over all things, those things which exist and
those things which do not exist.

There is nothing upon the earth or in the heavens except
that its Creator is Allah. There is no Creator other than
Him, and there is no Lord other than Him. He commanded
the slaves to obey Him and to obey His messengers, and
He prohibited them from disobeying Him. He loves the
pious, those who do good, and those who are fair and just.
He is pleased with those who believe and do righteous
actions. He does not love the disbelievers and He is not
pleased with the sinners. He does not command with evil,
and He is not pleased for His slaves to disbelieve. He does
not love corruption.

The slaves do their actions, in reality, while Allah is the
One who created their actions. And “the slaves” includes
the believer and the disbeliever, the pious and the wicked,
and those who pray and fast. The slaves have the power to
do actions, and they have desire and choice. Allah is their
Creator, and He created their power and their choice.

As the Exalted said:
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To whomever among you who wills to walk

straight; and you do not will except that Allah
wills, Lord of the ‘Alamin (all that exists).

[Siirah at-Takwir 81:28, 29]

This level of the divine decree is denied by the general
Qadariyyah, those who the Prophet £E called “the
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Magians of this ummah.”® There is also a group of people
who affirm the divine decree to such an extreme that they
say the slave has no power and no choice, so they are
removed from the actions of Allah and His rulings.

EXPLANATION

This is from the most important and comprehensive
studies; it is tremendous. It is connected to the divine
decree. The author clarified it, as did Ibn al-Qayyim in the
book Shifa’ al-‘Alil in “The Explanation of the Affairs of
Divine Decree and Its Wisdom.”

Here the author explains the affair of the decree with a
very clear explanation. From the foundational beliefs of
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah and from the attributes of the
Saved Sect is belief in divine decree, the good of it and
the bad of it. The Saved Sect believes in divine decree, the
good of it and the bad of it, from every standpoint.

Belief in divine decree has two levels and each level
contains two things. Therefore, belief in divine decree
contains four matters. They are called “the four levels of
decree.” Whoever believes in them has believed in the
divine decree.

The first level: The knowledge; Allah knows everything.

The second level: Everything has been written.

®©  Sunan Abi Dawud 4691: Narrated from Ibn “Umar, the Prophet %‘%’ said,
“The Qadariyyah are the Magians of this ummah. If they are ill, do not pay a sick
visit to them, and if they die, do not attend their funerals.”
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The third level: Whatever Allah wills to happen is going to
happen, and whatever He does not will to happen is not
going to happen.

The fourth level: The creation and bringing into existence
[of everything by Allah]. Allah is the Creator of everything
and He has no partner in His creation or in His arranging
the affairs.

These are the four levels of divine decree. Allah knows
everything and His knowledge encompasses everything.
He said:
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Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything.

[Stirah al-Anfal 8:75]
And He said:
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That you may know that Allah has power over
all things, and that Allah surrounds (compre-
hends) all things in (His) knowledge.

[Surah at-Talag 65:12]

This knowledge is ancient; it was never absent and it
will always be present. There is nothing hidden from His
knowledge.
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And nothing is hidden from your Lord (so much
as) the weight of an atom (or small ant) on the
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earth or in the heaven. Not what is less than that
or what is greater than that but it is (written) in a
Clear Record.

[Stuirah Yinus 10:61]

He knows everything that occurs and everything that
exists in this life and the next, and there is nothing hidden
from Him. In addition to His knowledge of all things, it is
also written down.

As the Exalted said:
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Know you not that Allah knows all that is in the

heavens and on earth? Verily, it is (all) in the

Preserved Tablet (al-Lawh al-Mahfadh). Verily!
That is easy for Allah.

[Stirah al-Hajj 22:70]
And the Exalted said:
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No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves

but is inscribed in the Preserved Tablet (al-Lawh

al-Mahfudh), before We bring it into existence.
Verily, that is easy for Allah.

[Stirah al-Hadid 57:22]

And the Prophet % said:
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Allah ordained the measures of the creation fifty thousand
years before He created the heavens and the earth, as His
Throne was upon water.*

He wrote everything in the Preserved Tablet. The Pen
wrote everything which will occur until the Day of
Judgment.

The first level contains two matters: the knowledge and
the writing.

The second level contains two matters: the will [of Allah],
and the creation and bringing into existence. Allah’s will
is implemented. Whatever Allah wills to happen will
happen, and whatever He does not will to happen will not
happen. And He is the Creator of everything.

As the Exalted said:
AARIRI mujwu R RY

§ Oualld) &

To whomever among you who wills to walk
straight; and you do not will except that Allah
wills, Lord of the ‘Alamin (all that exists).

[Stirah at-Takwir 81:28, 29]
And the Exalted said:
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Allah is the Creator of all things.
[Stirah ar-Ra’d 13:16]

Therefore He knows all things, He wrote them, and He is
the Creator of all things. Whatever He wills to happen will

61 Sahth Muslim 2653
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happen, and whatever He does not want to happen will
not happen.

The slaves have actions and they are the doers of those
actions, meaning they have real actions which are
attributed to them. Some of them pray, some fast, some
perform Hajj, some fornicate and steal, some buy and sell,
some get married while others get divorced. All of this
is from their actions. Allah created them and He created
their actions.

As the Exalted said:
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While Allah created you and that which you do?
[Siirah as-Saffat 37:96]

He loves the pious, those who do good, and those who
are fair and just, while He is not pleased with those who
do evil. He does not love the disbelievers and He is not
pleased that His slaves should disbelieve. He does not
love corruption. He loves good and the people who do
good. He hates evil and the people who do evil. He loves
faith and piety, while He hates evil disbelief and misguid-
ance. Every person shall find it easy to do what he was
created for.

When the Companions asked the Prophet % why they
should perform actions if the matter was already decided
and written down, he replied:
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“Perform actions, for everyone will find it easy to do what he
was created for.” He added, “For someone who is one of the
people of happiness, it is easy for him to perform the actions of
happiness. For someone who is one of the people of wretched-
ness, it is easy for him to perform the actions of wretchedness.”62

The first level is the knowledge of Allah, and this is denied
by the extreme Qadariyyah of old. Then they returned
from that belief, such that it is only held by a few people
today, as the author mentioned. Thus Allah knows every-
thing and He has written everything down.

As for the second level, it is that Allah is the Creator of
everything and His will is implemented. This is denied
by the general Qadariyyah, including the Mu'tazilah
and other than them. The Prophet % called them the
Magians of this ummah. The Magians are those who say
this universe has two creators: the light is the creator of
good, while the darkness is the creator of evil. They are
those who make the people partners with Allah concern-
ing their actions. They say the people create their own
actions and they are not decreed to perform these actions;
they are the ones who do these actions, while Allah did not
create these actions. This belief is from their ignorance and
misguidance. They are the Mu’tazilah and the Qadariyyah
who negate [the attributes of Allah]. By way of this belief
they have belied Allah and His Messenger, and by way of
this belief they are disbelievers.

There are also those from the Qadariyyah who believe the
people are compelled; they are the Jahmiyyah and those
who resemble them. They say the slave is compelled and
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has no actions of his own, and he has no choice. This group
is also misguided. They are the Jahmiyyah who negate
the attributes of Allah. They combined between negat-
ing His attributes and saying the person is compelled
upon his actions. They say we are all forced [to do our
actions] and we have no choice in the matter. All of these
groups are misguided: the Jahmiyyah, the Mu'tazilah,
the Qadariyyah, and the Shi’a. The Shi'a are also from the
Mu'tazilah who negate the divine decree.

The divine decree has details. There is the previous decree
and there is the decree with occurs in detail. This [detailed
decree] is the decree for the fetus while in the womb of his
mother, that which is decreed on the Night of Power, and
the decree which occurred when Allah wiped Adam’s back
and took from it his offspring. This is the detailed decree.
The yearly decree, the decree on the Night of Power, the
daily decree—all of these are details for the previously
written decree. Nothing from the detailed decree will
differ from what was written in the previous decree.

For this reason, when the Companions said, “O Messenger
of Allah, if our places in the Fire and our places in Paradise
are known, and everything is decreed, then should we do
actions?” he replied:

RARAETUR R LN AN NEEIAN
Strive and do not rely upon that, for it will be made easy for
each person to do that for which he was created.®®

Then he recited:

®  Sunan Ibn Majah 82
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As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his

duty to Allah and fears Him, and believes in

al-Husna, We will make smooth for him the path

of ease (goodness). But he who is a greedy miser

and thinks himself self-sufficient and denies

al-Husna, We will make smooth for him the path
for evil.

[Stirah al-Layl 92:5-10]

This study is tremendous, and it must be memorized and
preserved. This is because all of the deviant groups o opose
this ‘agidah, and this is the ‘agidah of the Prophet %5 and
his Companions W2 May Allah grant us all success.
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THE LIMIT OF FAITH AND THE RULING FOR
THOSE WHO COMMIT MAJOR SINS ACCORDING TO
AHLUS SUNNAH WAL ]AMA'AH

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

From the foundational beliefs of Ahlus Sunnah wal
Jama’ah is that the religion and faith is comprised of both
statement and action. It is a statement of the heart and the
tongue, and actions of the heart, tongue, and limbs. Faith
increases with obedience and decreases with disobedi-
ence.

Despite this, they do not declare the people of the giblah
(i.e. Muslims) to be disbelievers based upon them trans-
gressing or committing major sins, as the Khawarij do. But
rather the brotherhood upon faith remains firm, despite
their sins.

As Allah the Exalted mentioned concerning the verse of
retribution:
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But whoever overlooks from his brother
anything, then there should be a suitable

follow-up and payment to him with good
conduct.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:178]
And He said:
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And if two parties or groups among the believers
fall to fighting, then make peace between them
both, but if one of them rebels against the other,
then fight you (all) against the one which rebels
till it complies with the Command of Allah;
then if it complies, make reconciliation between
them justly, and be equitable. Verily! Allah
loves those who are equitable. The believers
are nothing other than brothers (in the Islamic

religion). So make reconciliation between your
brothers.

[Surah al-Hujurat 49:9, 10]

The sinner is not completely removed from the religion of
Islam, and the sinners will not remain in the Fire as the
Mu'tazilah say. Rather, the sinner may be included in the
term “iman” from one standpoint, as the Exalted said:
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Then the freeing of a believing slave.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:92]

And the sinner may not be included in the term “iman”
from another standpoint, as Allah the Exalted said:
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The believers are only those who, when Allah is

mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when
His verses (this Qur’an) are recited unto them,
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they (i.e. the verses) increase their faith; and they
put their trust in their Lord (alone).

[Surah al-Anfal 8:2]
And the Prophet 22 said:
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No one who commits fornication is a believer at the moment
when he is committing it, no one who drinks wine is a believer
at the moment he is drinking it, no thief is a believer at the

moment when he is stealing, and no robber is a believer at the
moment when he is robbing and the people are looking on.®

We say he is a believer with deficient faith, or a believer
due to his faith and a sinner due to his transgressions.
Thus the term “faith” is not applied to him in the absolute
sense nor is it absolutely removed from him.

EXPLANATION

This is a tremendous study from the ‘agidah of Ahlus
Sunnah wal Jama’ah. Imdn is statement and action. It is
a statement upon the heart and the tongue, and actions
upon the heart and the limbs. This is what Ahlus Sunnah
wal Jama’ah are upon in contrast to the Murji'ah from
the Mu'tazilah and the Murji'ah from the Khawarij. But
the Khawarij agree with the limit of faith (meaning that
it is statement and action); however, they say it does not

% Sunan an-Nasa'l 4870
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increase or decrease.

The Mu'tazilah also believe that faith does not increase or
decrease; rather they say it is either completely present or
completely absent. For this reason, they deem the sinner
to be a disbeliever and they say he will remain in the Fire
forever. The Mu’tazilah agree with the Khawarij concern-
ing the destination of the sinner in the next life, as they say
he will remain in the Fire forever.

The Murji’ah say actions are not a part of iman. They say
faith is only a statement, or only affirmation, or affirma-
tion along with a statement. All of these groups are astray.

The correct position which Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah are
upon is that iman is statement and action. It is a statement
with the heart and the tongue, and action of the heart and
limbs.

Loving Allah, fearing Him, and sincerity are actions
of the heart. Being truthful is an action of the heart.
Remembrance of Allah is an action of the limbs. Prayer,
charity, fasting, Hajj, and jihid are from the actions of the
limbs. According to Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’'ah, iman is
statement and action which increases by obedience and
decreases due to sins.

His statement, “Iman is statement and action,” includes the
belief of the Khawarij and Mu'tazilah, while his statement,
“Iman increases and decreases,” excludes the belief of the
Khawarij and Mu’tazilah, and this refutes them. And the
Murji’ah do not believe iman is statement and action.

It is obligatory upon the believer to have this correct
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‘agidah and to work according to what it necessitates.

From the belief of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah is that the
sinner is not removed from Islam nor is he completely
removed from iman, and he will not remain in the Fire
forever. The Khawarij say the sinner has no faith, while the
Mu'’tazilah say the sinner will remain in the Fire forever.

The term iman is also applied to the sinner as the Exalted
said:
{3 A5 Q8 p
Then the freeing of a believing slave.
[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:92]

And He said:
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O you who believe! Be afraid of Allah.
[Siirah at-Tawbah 9:119]

Therefore the sinner is also being addressed in the state-
ment, “O you who believe.” As for when this is mentioned
as a praise, then the sinner is not included, such as in His
statement:
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The believers are only those who, when Allah is
mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when
His verses (this Qur’an) are recited unto them,

they (i.e. the verses) increase their faith; and they
put their trust in their Lord (alone).

[Siirah al-Anfal 8:2]
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And his statement:
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No one who commits fornication is a believer at the moment
when he is committing it, no one who drinks wine is a believer
at the moment he is drinking it, no thief is a believer at the

moment when he is stealing, and no robber is a believer at the
moment when he is robbing and the people are looking on.®

And his statement %
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He who slaps the cheeks, tears the clothes, and follows the
traditions of the days of ignorance is not from us.5

By this it is known that the complete believer is not
included in those who are dispraised; rather, the deficient
believer is the one who is included amongst them. “No
one who commits fornication is a believer at the moment he is
committing it.” This means he does not have complete faith.
This term “evil” is not applied to the complete believer.
The term “believers” also includes the sinners, such as His
statement, “O you who believe,” and His statement:

EPESE
Indeed, the religion in the sight of Allah is Islam.
[Siirah Ali ‘Imran 3:19]

And his statement %

% Sunan an-Nasa'i 4870
%  Sahih al-Bukhari 1298
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The Muslim is the brother of the Muslim.?”

This includes those who are sinners and those who are not
sinners. But when the term “faith” is applied as praise,
the sinners are not included, despite the term applying to
them in general. Such as His statement:
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But whoever overlooks from his brother
anything, then there should be a suitable

follow-up and payment to him with good
conduct.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:178]

He called them brothers although they fight one another.
And He said:
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The believers are nothing other than brothers (in
the Islamic religion).

[Stirah al-Hujurat 49:9, 10]

Although they might transgress against one another, He
still called them brothers.

In summary, the term “iman” is applied to the sinner.
4 15 ol G B p

O you who believe!
[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:104]

¢ Sahih Muslim 2442
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Then the freeing of a believing slave.
[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:92]

But the sinner does not have complete faith and he is not
included when the term “iman” is used as a praise such as
the statement of the Exalted:
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The believers are only those who, when Allah is
mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when
His verses (this Qur’an) are recited unto them,

they (i.e. the verses) increase their faith; and they
put their trust in their Lord (alone).

[Sirah al-Anfal 8:2]
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No one who commits fornication is a believer at the moment
when he is committing it, no one who drinks wine is a believer
at the moment he is drinking it, no thief is a believer at the
moment when he is stealing, and no robber is a believer at the
moment when he is robbing and the people are looking on.*

This is because sins remove complete faith. So the sinner
is called a Muslim and a believer with weak faith, or he
is called a believer due to his faith and a sinner due to his
transgressions. Thus the term “believer” is not unrestrict-

% Sunan an-Nasa'i 4870
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edly applied to him, nor is it unrestrictedly removed from
him. The sinner is not called a complete believer nor is it
said that he is not a believer.

This is a refutation against the Mu'tazilah and the
Khawarij so that the believer can be upon the ‘agidah of
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah concerning this great study in
which the people have erred.
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THE 'AQIDAH OF AHLUS SUNNAH
CONCERNING THE COMPANIONS AND THE
HOUSEHOLD OF THE PROPHET 2

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

From the foundational principles of Ahlus Sunnah wal
Jama’ah is that their hearts and tongues are safe and
sound when it comes to the Companions of the Messenger
of Allah %g% As Allah the Exalted has described them:
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And those who came after them say, “Our Lord!
Forgive us and our brethren who have preceded
us in faith, and put not in our hearts any hatred

against those who have believed. Our Lord! You
are indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful.

[Stirah al-Hashr 59:10]

And this is obedience to the Messenger £ He said:
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Do not revile my Companions, do not revile my Companions.
By Him in Whose Hand is my life, if one amongst you would

have spent as much gold as Uhud it would not amount to as
much as one mudd on behalf of one of them, or half of it.”

7 Sahih Muslim 2540
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Ahlus Sunnah accept what has come in the Book and the
Sunnah and from the consensus concerning the virtue
and status of the Companions. Those who spent and
fought before the conquest—and this was the treaty of
Hudaybiyah—have a virtue over those who spent and
fought after the conquest. And those from the Muhdjirin
have a virtue over the Ansar.

And they believe that Allah said to the people of Badr (and
they numbered about three hundred and ten):
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Do whatever you wish; I have forgiven you.”

And no one who gave the pledge beneath the tree will
enter the Fire, as we have been informed by the Prophet
£ And they numbered over fourteen hundred.

Whoever the Prophet % guaranteed Paradise for, Ahlus
Sunnah testify that they will be in Paradise, such as the
ten promised Paradise, Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas, and
other Companions. They affirm what has been transmitted
with numerous reports from the leader of the believers,
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib 2 and other than him, that the best of
this ummah after its prophet is Abu Bakr, then ‘Umar, then
“Uthman is third, and “Ali is fourth. This is proven by the
narrations.

The Companions agreed that “Uthman was deserving of
the pledge (before “Ali) although some of Ahlus Sunnah
differed concerning ‘Uthman and ‘Ali W2, after they
agreed on giving preference to Aba Bakr and “Umar. Some

7L Sunan Abi Dawud 4654
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of them preferred ‘Uthman over ‘Ali and some preferred
‘Ali over “Uthman. But it is affirmed with Ahlus Sunnah
that “‘Uthman has preference and then ‘Ali.

However, the affair of preferring ‘Uthman over ‘Ali is not
an affair from the foundational matters such that the one
who differs about it will be considered astray according to
the consensus of Ahlus Sunnah. But the one who differs
concerning who was rightly due leadership is astray.
This is if they differ in the belief that the caliph after the
Messenger of Allah % was Abu Bakr, then ‘Umar, then
‘Uthman, and then ‘Ali. And whoever disparages the
leadership of any of them is more astray than a domesti-
cated donkey.

Ahlus Sunnah love the household of the Messenger of
Allah %, they have alliance with them, and they obey the
command of the Messenger % concerning them. He said
on the day of Ghadir:
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I remind you of Allah with regard to the people of my
household.”™

And he also said to al-‘Abbas, his uncle, after he had
complained to him concerning how some of the Quraish
- were treating Bani Hashim:
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I swear by the One who has my soul in His Hand, they will not
believe until they love you for the sake of Allah, and due to
your closeness to me.”

72 Sahih Muslim 2408
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And he said:
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Indeed Allah has chosen Isma'il from the children of Ibrahim,
and He chose Bani Kinanah from the children of Isma'il,
and He chose the Quraish from Bani Kinanah, and He chose

Bani Hashim from the Quraish, and He chose me from Bani
Hashim.™

And the wives of the Prophet % are the mothers of the
believers, and they (Ahlus Sunnah) believe they will be his
wives in the next life. Especially Khadijah ¥2, the mother
of most of his children, and the first to believe in him and
support him with his affair. She has a very high status.

And also the truthful woman, the daughter of the truthful
man 2. The one about whom the Prophet #E said:
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The superiority of ‘Aishah to other ladies is like the superiority
of tharid to other kinds of food.”

Ahlus Sunnah are free from the path of the Rafidah, those
who hate the Companions and insult them, and they are
free from the path of the Nawasib, those who harm the
household of the Prophet with statement and action.

Ahlus Sunnah refrain from speaking about what occurred
between the Companions. They say, “As for the narrations

7 Jami' at-Tirmidhi 3964
7 Sahih al-Bukhari 5428
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about those matters, some of them are fabricated, some
have been added to, and some have been taken away
from and altered.” The correct position is that they (the
Companions) are excused, either due to deductive reason-
ing which was correct or deductive reasoning which was
incorrect.

Along with this they do not believe that any of the
Companions were safe from major or minor sins. Rather,
as a whole, the Companions committed sins; but they have
preference in the religion and virtue which necessitates
they be forgiven for their mistakes. They will be forgiven
for their sins in a way that those after them will not be
forgiven. This is because they have good which will wipe
away their sins, good deeds which others after them do
not have. It has been affirmed that the Prophet %Ei; stated
they are the best generation.

And one mudd from one of them in charity is better than
the equivalent of Mount Uhud in gold from those who
came after them. If one of them committed a sin, they
repented from it, or they did good deeds which erased
their bad. Or they were forgiven for it due to their virtue
of being foremost in Islam, or due to the intercession of
Muhammad 4 as they are most deserving of his inter-
cession. Or they were forgiven due to being tested in
this worldly life, so it was atonement for them. This is
the matter concerning actual sins, so how about the one
who made deductive reasoning? If they were correct they
received two rewards, and if they were incorrect they
received one reward. The mistake is forgiven.

And the sins some of them committed were minor in
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comparison to their righteous actions such as belief in
Allah and His Messenger, jihid in the cause of Allah,
hijrah, helping each other, [having] beneficial knowledge,
and righteous actions.

Whoever looks at the biography of these people with
knowledge and insight, with what Allah has favored them
with, then he will know for certain that they are the best
of the creation after the prophets. There has not been and
there will not be anyone like them. They are the purest
generation of this ummah, which is the best of all nations.

EXPLANATION

This section is from the best sections in this book, and
from the most important sections of this book al-'Agidah
al-Wisitiyyah concerning the status of the Companions W2
and it is a refutation against the Rafidah and a refutation
against the Nawasib. This contains a clarification of their
virtue and status 2. Thus it is a great section in which the
author uses clear phrases.

It is from the ‘agidah of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah to have
sound hearts and tongues towards the Companions of the
Messenger of Allah L. Their hearts are sound [towards
the Companions], they love them, and they ask Allah to
be pleased with them. This is because loving them is the
religion, as they were the carriers of the religion to us, and
the best generation. So loving them is the religion. Ahlus
Sunnah love them for the sake of Allah, and their hearts
are sound towards them; rather, their hearts are filled with
love for them. Their tongues are safe concerning them,
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so they do not insult them or criticize them, and they ask
Allah to be pleased with them. They supplicate for them,
in obedience to Allah.

Allah the Exalted said:
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And those who came after them say, “Our Lord!
Forgive us and our brethren who have preceded
us in faith, and put not in our hearts any hatred
against those who have believed. Our Lord! You
are indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful.

[Stirah al-Hashr 59:10]

They preserve the advice of the Messenger of Allah
concerning them:
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Do not revile my Companions, do not revile my Companions.
By Him in Whose Hand is my life, if one amongst you would
have spent as much gold as Uhud it would not amount to as
much as one mudd on behalf of one of them, or half of it.”s

This is the description of the hearts and tongues of Ahlus
Sunnah wal Jama'ah towards the Companions of the
Messenger of Allah e They are the best of creation after
the prophets @E}f\f There has not been and there will not be
anyone like them 2. It is obligatory to love them for the
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sake of Allah, to supplicate for Allah to be pleased with
them, and to refrain from speaking about what occurred
between them [of dispute]. We must believe they are the
best generation, and the best of them are the rightly guided
caliphs: Aba Bakr as-Siddiq, then ‘Umar, then ‘Uthman,
and then “Al1.

Although some of the Companions differed concerning
giving preference to ‘Ali over 'Uthman, Ahlus Sunnah
have affirmed that “Uthman is the third and ‘Ali is the
fourth as it relates to their virtue and [their right to the]
caliphate. It is necessary for Ahlus Sunnah to hold onto
this belief and to be free from the path of the Rafidah,
those who insult and harm the Companions, and from
the path of the Nawasib, those who harm the household
of the Prophet with statement and action. It is a must that
Ahlus Sunnah distance themselves from these blamewor-
thy groups.

Likewise they testify Paradise for those the Prophet %
said are in Paradise, such as the ten promised Paradise,
Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas, ‘Abdullah ibn Salam, and
'Ukashah bin Mihsan. Those who the Prophet testified for,
Ahlus Sunnah also testify for.

Also, they believe in what has been affirmed for the people
of Badr as He said concerning them:
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Do whatever you wish; I have forgiven you.”

And they believe that no one who gave the pledge beneath

7 Sunan Abi Dawid 4654
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the tree will enter the Fire, because it has been authenti-
cated from the Prophet % that he said:
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None of those who gave the pledge under the tree shall
enter the Fire.”

And Allah sent down the verse concerning them:
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Certainly Allah was pleased with the believ-
ers when they pledged allegiance to you (O
Muhammad), under the tree, and He knew what
was in their hearts, so He sent down tranquil-

lity upon them and rewarded them with an
imminent conquest.

[Siirah al-Fath 48:18]
This is the ‘agidah of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah.

It is obligatory upon the people of iman after them to
adhere to this methodology, and to believe that the
Companions, all of them, are the best and most virtu-
ous from this ummah. Some of what has been transmitted
about them from a negative aspect is minor in compari-
son to the virtue Allah has granted them and to their great
actions. They either repented from their sins, performed
righteous actions which erased them, were forgiven due
to their virtue, or were forgiven by the intercession of the
Prophet £2 and they are the most deserving of his inter-
cession; or they were tested or became ill in this worldly
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life and this served as atonement for them.

It is upon the believers to preserve this topic well and to
work according to it, and their ‘agidah must be firm such
that they oppose the innovators like the Rafidah, the
Nawasib, and other than them. [They must oppose] those
who exaggerate concerning the household of the Prophet,
such as the Rafidah, or those who are negligent concern-
ing the Companions, such as the Khawarij and Mu'tazilah,
and those who resemble them. We ask Allah to be pleased
with them, and to make us from those who follow them in
goodness.
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BELIEF IN THE MIRACULOUS FEATS
FROM THE ALLIES OF ALLAH AND THE PIOUS

From the foundational beliefs of Ahlus Sunnabh is to affirm
the miraculous feats of the allies of Allah, that which was
made to occur at their hands outside the range of normal
ability. It has been narrated concerning [these feats from]
the previous nations in Sarah al-Kahf and other than it,
and what occurred from the Companions and the Tabi'in;
these things will occur until the Day of Judgment.

It is from the path of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama'ah to
thoroughly follow the narrations of the Messenger £ o
follow the path of the first and foremost from the pious,
and to follow the advice of the Prophet % concerning
them:
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Adhere to my Sunnah and to the sunnah of the rightly guided
caliphs, those who guide to the right way. Cling to it stubbornly
[literally: with your molar teeth]. Beware of newly invented
matters [in the religion], for verily every bid’ah (innovation) is
misguidance.” '

Ahlus Sunnah know that the most truthful speech is the
speech of Allah and the best guidance is the guidance of
Muhammad %@’ They prefer the speech of Allah over the
speech of the people, and they prefer the guidance of the
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Prophet over the guidance of all others. For this reason,
they are called the people of the Book and the Sunnah, and
they are called the Jama'ah. They are called the Jama'ah
because they are united, in contrast to the [innovated]
groups. Unity is the third pillar which knowledge and the
religion are based upon, and unity is what the Salaf were
upon, as those who came after them differed a great deal.

EXPLANATION

From the foundational beliefs of Ahlus Sunnah wal
Jama’ah, as the author, Abul ‘Abbas Shaykhul Islam
Ibn Taymiyyah, stated, is to affirm the miraculous feats
performed by the allies of Allah, that which has been
mentioned by Allah and His Messenger % A miracu-
lous feat is that which occurs outside the norm upon their
hands and it is not normally done by the creation. It is
called a karamah because the person is from the allies of
Allah and from the truthful believers. If it is done by other
than them, then it is a feat of the magicians or from the
devils. But that which occurs from the righteous believ-
ers is called a karamah, and it is not called such unless

the person is known for uprightness upon the religion of
Allah.

As the Shaykh, may Allah have mercy upon him, said, “If a
person were to fly in the air or walk upon water, he would
not be considered an ally of Allah until he was weighed
with the scale of the Book and the Sunnah. If he is upright
upon the Book and the Sunnah, then he is from the allies
of Allah, and if not then he is from the allies of Shaytan.”
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As Allah the Exalted said:

& Gl V) 5500 &) sl 1K g p

And they were not [fit to be] its guardians? Its
[true] guardians are not but the righteous.

[Stirah al-Anfal 8:34]

And the Exalted said:
Gl (550 &b Y aelle G Y 4 syl g 9Ty
Gy 1535 1l
Unquestionably, [for] the allies of Allah there

will be no fear concerning them, nor will they
grieve, those who believed and feared Allah.

[Siirah Yinus 10:62, 63]

From these feats are [the actions of] the People of the Cave,
those who slept for three hundred and nine years, and
then Allah caused them to die after that. This was a sign
from the signs of Allah due to their faith and piety; Allah
made them a sign. Also, that which occurred to Usayd ibn
Hudayr and 'Ubad ibn Bashr, the two noble Companions
during the time of the Prophet %
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ABE A
Anas narrated, “Two men from the Companions of the Prophet

% departed from the Prophet % during a dark night and
were led by two lights like lamps lighting the way in front of
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them, and when they separated, each of them was accompa-
nied by one of these lights until they reached their respective
families.”®

There is also the story of at-Tufayl ibn ad-Dawsi, the leader
of Daws; when he entered into Islam, his people did not
enter with him. He said, "O Messenger of Allah, suppli-
cate to Allah and give me a sign so perhaps they may be
guided.” The Prophet asked Allah to give him a sign to
guide his people, so Allah placed a lamp in front of him
when he went to his people. He said, “O my Lord, place it
somewhere other than my face.” So Allah placed it in his
whip. When he lifted his whip, it would illuminate. Allah
guided his people due to this, and he came with them as
Muslims.

These affairs are outside what normally occurs. If the
person is obedient to Allah and known for goodness then
it is called a karamah, and if he is other than [a righteous
person], then it is from the magicians or the devils.

From the principles of Ahlus Sunnah is that they follow
the narrations of the Messenger % and that which the
rightly guided caliphs were upon, and those who are
upon their methodology. They follow the methodology of
the Messenger &E: this is the way of Ahlus Sunnah. For
this reason, they are called the people of the Book and the
Sunnah, and they are called the Jama’ah. The Jama’ah is
the opposite of differing; they are called Ahlus Sunnah
wal Jama’'ah because they unite upon the Book and the
Sunnah, being truthful with both of them and weighing
all affairs with them. They are Ahlus Sunnah because

8  Gahih al-Bukhari 465
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they unite upon exalting the Book and the Sunnah, and
working by them both.

The second principle is [following] the authentic Sunnah.
The third principle is unity; and the guideline is to unite
upon what the Salaf were upon and what the Companions
were upon. Every statement and action done by the people
must be weighed by these principles. That which agrees
with these principles is accepted and that which opposes
them is rejected back to the person, regardless of who it is.
May Allah grant us all success.
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FROM THE CHARACTERISTICS OF AHLUS SUNNAH
IS THAT THEY ADORN THEMSELVES
WITH NOBLE MANNERS AND GOOD ACTIONS

The author —may Allah have mercy upon him —said:

Clarifying the completeness of the ‘agidah from the noble
manners and good actions which Ahlus Sunnah adorn
themselves with:

Along with these [aforementioned] principles, they enjoin
the good and forbid the evil according to the legislation.
They view that Haijj, jihad, Jumu’ah, and the ‘Id prayers
should be established with the rulers, whether they are
pious or wicked. They are diligent in preserving unity and
advising the leaders. They believe his statement %

ol Slsy "any i Az OIS asell agel

"The relationship of the believer with another believer is like
(the bricks of) a building, each strengthens the other." He illus-
trated this by interlacing the fingers of both his hands.*

And his statement:
S ) el 555 1 gabla5 (3155 (et S Gt 55
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You see the believers as regards their being merciful and
showing love among themselves, and being kind, resembling

81 Gahih al-Bukhari 481
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one body so that if any part of the body is not well, then the
whole body shares the sleeplessness and fever with it.52

They command with patience during calamities and
gratitude during times of ease, and contentment with the
decree. They call to noble character and righteous actions.
They believe his statement %

2l oas . 0% % . safl 4. %
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The most perfect believer in regards to faith is he who
is best in manners.®

They call to connecting with those who have cut you off,
giving to those who have withheld from you, and pardon-
ing those who have oppressed you. They enjoin kindness
to parents, keeping the ties of kinship, being kind to the
neighbor, the orphan, the poor, and the traveler. They call
to kindness to the slave. They prohibit pride, arrogance,
and transgressing against the creation, whether it be justly
or unjustly. '

They became from those who adhere to the pure unadul-
terated Islam without any impurities. They are Ahlus
Sunnah wal Jama’ah. Among them are the truthful, the
marytrs, and the righteous. From them are the signposts
for guidance and those who replace them. From them
are the imams of the religion, those whose guidance the
Muslims have agreed upon. They are the Saved Sect, those
about whom the Prophet % said:

4 2
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A group of my ummah will continue to prevail and they will
never be harmed by those who forsake them, until the Hour
begins.*

We ask Allah to make us from them, we ask Him that he
does not allow our hearts to deviate after having been
guided, and we ask that He grant us mercy. Verily He
is the Bestower. May the peace and blessings be upon
our prophet Muhammad and upon his family and his
Companions.

EXPLANATION

These words the author mentioned from Ahlus Sunnah
wal Jama’ah are tremendous statements which should be
written with gold ink. The believer must believe and work
by these statements, and work according to this method-
ology. This is because they are the statements of Ahlus
Sunnah, and the Great Qur'an and pure Sunnah prove
them. Ahlus Sunnah are described with all attributes of
good. They enjoin the good and forbid the evil based upon
the legislation.

As the Exalted said:
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The believing men and believing women are
allies of one another. They enjoin what is right
and forbid what is wrong.

[Stirah at-Tawbah 9:71]

8  Sahih Muslim 7311
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Likewise, they view establishing the Jumu’'ah prayer, the
'Id prayers, the congregational prayers, and jihid to be
[the responsibility of] the rulers, whether they are pious or
wicked, because this will establish jihad, protect the lands,
and unite Islam. Even if the ruler has sins, we pray behind
him and fight behind him, as was done during the era of
Bani Umayyah, Bani al-'Abbas, and other than them.

They command with kindness to the parents, keeping the
ties of kinship, and kindness to the neighbor. They call to
good manners and righteous actions. They call to connect-
ing with those who have cut you off, pardoning those
who have oppressed you, and giving to those who have
withheld from you.

They believe the statement of the Prophet .
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You see the believers as regards their being merciful and
showing love among themselves, and being kind, resembling
one body so that if any part of the body is not well, then the
whole body shares the sleeplessness and fever with it.%

And his statement;
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"The relationship of the believer with another believer is like
(the bricks of) a building, each strengthens the other." He illus-
trated this by interlacing the fingers of both his hands.%

And his statement:

8  Gahih al-Bukhari 6011
8  Sahih al-Bukhari 481
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“
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The most perfect believer in regards to faith is he who
is best in manners.”

All of this is from the “agidah of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah.
In every statement they make and every action they
perform, they are governed by the Book and the Sunnah,
and they have no other objective. They are governed by
the Book and the Sunnah, and for this reason they are
called Ahlus Sunnah. They are called the Jama’ah and the
People of the Book and the Sunnah because they unite
upon that and they assist one another upon that. Among
them are the imams of guidance and knowledge, those
who are upright upon the religion and governed by the
legislation. All of them are included in Ahlus Sunnah wal
Jama’ah.

Amongst them are those who replace [the imams], they
are those scholars who take the place of one another. Each
time one of them dies, another scholar replaces him, until
Allah inherits the earth and all those upon it.

As he said %
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A group of my ummah will continue to prevail and they will
never be harmed by those who forsake them, until the Hour
begins.®

This means until the Hour draws near, and then Allah will
send a nice wind which will take the soul of every male

8  Sunan Abi Dawad 4682
8 Sahih Muslim 7311
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and female believer, such that no one will remain upon
the earth except the most evil people. Upon them the Hour
will be established.

We ask Allah that He does not make us or you from them.
And we seek refuge in Allah from the evil of our souls and
the evil of our actions. We ask Him to aid His religion and

elevate His Word. And there is no might or power except
with Allah.

May the prayers and peace be upon His slave and His
messenger, our prophet Muhammad, and upon his family
and his Companions.
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