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FOREWORD

When Allah, glory be to Him, created Adam 3¢8, He ordered
all the angels to bow down to him. They all did except Iblis
(Devil or Satan) who refused to obey the order of Allah. He
became disobedient and argued that he was created by fire
and Adam was created by mud and Fire was superior to mud.
For his arrogant attitude, Allah cursed him and expelled him
from Paradise. Iblis vowed to misguide the progeny of Adam
because of him being disgraced. So far he is performing his
job.with precision and he spreads his deceptive trap all over
the world to stop people from following the way of Allah and
His Messenger #. Satan has plentiful tricks up his sleeve and
ingeniously employs them according to the status and
circumstances of a person. -

This book reveals the most common tricks used by Satan.
" It is written by Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyya, an outstanding and
prolific writer. He seems to have comprehensive knowledge
of Satan and his tricks and decided to enlighten the servants
of Allah so that they may take precaution against them and
protect their faith and good deeds. The assault of Satan
begins at level of the heart which is a seat of faith and centre
of intellect. He strives to whisper erroneous ideas in the heart
and trap a person by his wicked schemes and tricks in order
to mislead the people. Since the heart is the main target of
the Satan, the author starts with describing its types. He
divides the heart into healthy, sick and dead and speaks about
each of them. Then he deals with the illnesses of the heart
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followed by their treatment. According to Ibn Al-Qayyim the
illnesses of the heart can be treated by natural medicine or by
religious methods. In the following chapter he ascertains that
the alive and healthy heart produces all the good while a dead
and dark heart is the source of all evil. Then he emphasises
that the life and health of the heart cannot be achieved unless
it is able to discern the truth and prefer it over falsehood.
Chapter Six deals with the most important issue: that the
heart cannot achieve happiness, contentment and pleasure
unless it’s Creator becomes the focus of worship, a primary
objective and more beloved  than anything else. In the
following chapter he affirms that the Qur’an contains all the
sources of treatment of the diseased heart. How can one
purify his heart and strengthen it? This is the subject of the
next chapter. He then discusses the purity of the heart from
all types of filth and deals with the signs of the illness of the
heart. Subsequently he discusses the way in which the heart
can be protected from the domination of the soul with all its
evils in it. In chapter 12 he explains how the heart can be
treated from illnesses caused by Satan. Chapter 13 is the final
chapter and the most detailed one; it deals with the wicked
tricks of Satan which he uses to misguide the servants of
Allah.

The book is divided into thirteen chapters and according
to the author the last one is the main objective and
inspiration of writing this book.

The writing of Ibn Al-Qayyim includes many digressions
as during the discussion of an issue he starts explaining, then
leaving the main topic aside. This is a very salient feature of
his writing which can be seen in all his books. For example
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while dealing with the stratagem of Satan for obstructing
people from the right path he began detailing the ways of

" getting away from the plots of others. He set a section about

the schemes of Satan using the tricks, stratagem and
deception and then started discussing the hilah or
manoeuvre, whether it is allowed or not. He cited the
arguments of the scholars who held that all tricks are
forbidden, and announced that plots and stratagem are not
allowed because it is tantamount to deceiving Allah and His
Messenger #. Then he listed some permissible devices to
escape a difficult situation. He mentioned 80 cases and
suggested some devices to benefit the person trapped in a
problem. Then he proceeded to discuss the types of devices
and tricks and refuted the claim of those who allowed the use
of tricks to reach a prohibited goal. This discussion and
analysis is spread over 254 pages of the original book.
Another example is that he wrote 106 pages about the people
who suffer from doubts in their actions and go to extremes.
He detailed their actions in performing ablution and wasting
a large quantity of water because they are not sure while the
Messenger of Allah # advised his community not to waste
water. He also mentioned their confusion when they made
intention or perform the prayer. There are some other
examples of this type of digression.

The book in its original Arabic format contains 1151
pages. I abridged and selected the matters which I thought
would be useful to English readers.

One thing is to be noted that he calls Satan ‘the enemy’ of
Allah while the Qur’an never described him with this title. It
calls Satan the enemy of man. Allah Almighty rebuked Adam
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and his wife when they approached the tree which Allah has

commanded them not to approach saying:
i 3 UK gt 5 TST 85
“Did I not warn you that Satan was your sworn
enemy?” (7:22)
The Almighty commanded human beings:
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“Do not follow Satan’s footsteps, for he is your sworn
enemy.” (2: 208)
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“Satan is man’s sworn enemy.” (12:5)
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“Satan is your enemy, so treat him as an enemy.”

(35:6)

There are many other places where Satan has been described
as the enemy of human being. (See 28:15; 36:60; 43:62;
17:53.)

In this book the author discussed only those schemes of
Satan by which he tries to mislead mankind and lead them
astray. In another book he described some other tricks of
Satan by which he directs a man to wrong path by inspiring
him to perform good deeds. Satan encourages man to do
more and more untl he fills his mind with arrogance and
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pride and the person starts thinking that he is better than
others. In this way he spoils all his hard earned good deeds.
He discussed the case of #hlil - that is when a person
announces three divorces at one time making his wife
prohibited for him and hires someone to have intercourse
with her to make her permissible for him. He looked at the
situation fully and confirmed that the right way of divorce as
prescribed by the Qur’an and the Sunnah is to announce one
divorce and stop. If the husband wants to return to his wife
in the waiting period he can do so, but if the waiting period
expires still he has a chance of reconciliation with his wife by
activating a new contract. Allah, out of His mercy has
allowed sufficient stage-wise opportunities to men to redress
their hasty decisions. Based on this provision of the Qur’an
any number of divorces announced at one time was
considered as one i.e. the first one which will be followed by
remaining two if the need arises. This system i.e. that three
divorces pronounced at one time is to be considered as one,
was practised by the Muslims in the time of the Muhammed
the Messenger # and throughout the regime of Abu Bakr and
a few years of Umar’s rule. Then Umar decided to change it
because he thought that the people showing haste in this
enormous matter were supposed to be patient. To penalize or
discipline people he announced that anyone who pronounces
three divorces together will be valid and his wife will become
unlawful for him. Unfortunately this ruling was accepted by
the majority of the jurists. The author asserts that people
faced a dilemma and sadly they devised a way out suggested
by Satan. The person who pronounced three divorces
together and thus made his wife unlawful to him agreed with
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another person to marry his wife for a night, have intercourse
with her and divorce her on the following day. A very
shameful act indeed!

Furthermore, the author puts all the arguments in a
detailed and logical way. He also dealt in detail with the case
of the people who are enchanted by beautiful faces, male or
female, and commit all kinds of sins with them. He considers
this the big plot of Satan, and advises people to be very
careful in this matter. '

The author also detailed the causes and process of people
being involved in idol worshipping. The origin or root cause
of idol worshipping was showing respect to the graves of the
religious people, which later turned into worshipping them.
He portrays the acts of those who are trapped by Satan in
grave worshipping and laments over their irrational actions.
He points out to many groups of idol worshippers and says
that most of the people of the world are associated with this
act of shirk (polytheism) except the ‘hunafa’, who follow the
path of tawhid or pure monotheism. He speaks about the
various groups who worship different objects; some worship
fire, others water and some all types of animals and stars. He
also spoke about the Magians and philosophers.

Ibn Al-Qayyim gave a detailed description of the falsity of
the Christians: their worship of the Cross and painting the
pictures of Jesus, his mother Mary and many Saints. At the
end he gives detailed information about the Jews, the people
who deserved the wrath of Allah because of their
disobedience to His commands and gross misconduct
towards their Prophets. They were the people whom Allah
favoured by His grace but instead of being grateful to Him
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they were ungrateful and subjected their Prophets to
oppression and mockery. They changed the rulings of Torah,
altered its texts and distorted the teachings of the Prophets.
He cited many examples of their misdeeds and affirmed that
they rightly deserved the wrath of Allah Almighty.

We notice that Ibn Al-Qayyim has gained extensive
insight into the devices and tricks used by Satan aiming to
misguide people. He writes with brilliance, skills and
experience acquired by meticulously observing the behaviour
of people around him, Muslims and non-Muslims alike. He
is known for his microscopic observation of people and
noticed the handiwork of Satan and its harmful impact. He
also benefitted from his vast reading and commendable
knowledge of Qur'an and Hadith. He was disturbed by
noticing the success of Satan with the servants of Allah who
followed his ways in order to satisfy their whims to become
popular among the masses. He tried to warn people against
the tricks of the Satan in many of his works whereas this
book was written exclusively on this subject. The book is a
detailed one as indicated earlier, I only selected the
paragraphs which T found useful and translated them into
English language for the benefit of those who are not able to
read and understand Arabic. I hope they will find the book
useful and enlightening. May Allah grant peace and comfort
to the soul of the author and grant us His forgiveness and
mercy.

It is worth noting that subheadings mentioned in the table
of contents are mainly for the benefit of the reader and not
mentioned in the respective chapters.
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Finally I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr.
Zubair Chaudhry who perused the manuscript and put it in
order. He made valuable suggestions to improve the text and
gave it the final form. May Allah reward him well for his
help. ' '

Abdul Ali Hamid
Slough, Berkshire,
United Kingdom
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INTRODUCTION

HOW TO GET RID OF THE TRICKS OF SATAN

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most
Merciful. Praise is due to Allah Who manifested Himself to
His friends through the attributes of His greatness and
illuminated their hearts by revealing to them the qualities of
His perfection. He was known to them through His graces
and bounties, which He conferred on them. They firmly
believed that He is Allah, the One, and the Eternal. There is
no partner to Him in His essence or His attributes or His
works. He is as He has described Himself, above what any of
His creatures may describe Him. No one can praise Him the
way He has praised Himself at the tongue of the one whom
He honoured by sending him to the people. He is the First,
nothing is before Him, He is the last, there being nothing
after Him; He is Outward, nothing being above Him,
Inward nothing being beyond Him. He is not hidden from
His creatures. He is Ever Living, Ever Watchful, the One and
the Eternal. He alone will remain while all the creatures are
destined for annihilation.

He is All-Hearing Who hears the noise of all sounds with
their different languages and variety of needs. One sound
does not distract Him from another and the various
supplications do not confuse Him. He does not get annoyed
with the persistent asking of the people. He is All-Seeing
Who sees the movements of a black ant on a solid rock in a
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dark night wherever it is. Moreover He sees the change of the
heart of His servant and alteration of his conditions. If he
comes close to Him, He receives him, and if he turns away,
He does not desert him and surrender him to his enemy, but
He takes care of him, He is more kind to him than a mother
to her child. If he turns to Him in repentance, He is more
pleased with his repentance than a man who loses his camel
on which his food and drink are loaded then he gets it back.
If he insists on rebellion and continues to disobey Him in his
works, takes His enemy as friend and cuts his relations with
his master, then he deserves to perish and only an
unfortunate person is doomed to perish because the mercy of
Allah is encompassing and His grace is overwhelming.

I bear witness that there is no being worthy of worship
except Allah, the One Who has no partner, Who is above
being similar or like anyone, and free from having partners or
rivals. What He gives nobody can withhold and what He
withholds nobody can give. No one can turn His decision
and no one can reverse His order.”

[ - -
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“If He wills harm on a people, no one can ward it
off and they have no protector apart from Him.”
(13:11)

315

\\\.

I bear witness that Muhammad # is His servant and
Messenger, who fulfilled his duty to Him, was the keeper of
His revelation and the best among His creatures. He sent him
as the mercy to the universe, leader of the righteous people, a
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source of regret for the unbelievers and a proof for the
servants. He sent him after a break in the sequence of the
messengers, and He guided mankind through him to the
most upright path and clearest way. The Almighty made his
obedience, love, respect, veneration and fulfilment of his
right an obligatory duty for the people. Allah opened his
heart, removed his burden, raised his reputation high and
imposed humiliation and disgrace on those who disobeyed
his order. ’

He remained firm in delivering the command of Allah,
the Greatest, nothing could stop him until the world became
full of light with his message and the people embraced Islam
in crowds. His mission spread like the sunshine in all
directions and his religion reached all corners. Then Allah
took him unto Him to fulfil the promise He made to him in
His Book, after he conveyed the message, rendered back the
trust, acted sincerely with the community, struggled in the
way of Allah, put the religion in order and left his
community on the clear and bright path for those who follow
him. Allah said:
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“Say: this is my way; based on dlear evidence, I, and
all who follow me, call to Allah — glory be to Allah!

— I do nox join others with Him.” (12:108)

This special relation between the servant and Allah destroys
the attempts of the devil to deceive him.
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Allah, the Most High, has not created the people without
a purpose and in vain, He made them responsible for certain
duties and obligations and imposed on them the task of
understanding fully His instructions and following them. He
divided them in two groups: wretched and happy and set for
each group an abode. He provided them with the sources of
knowledge and acts, which are the heart, ears, eyes and other
parts: all as a grace and bounty. Whoever used them in His
obedience and followed the path of His guidance and did not
turn away from it, he had fulfilled the obligation of
appreciating His bounties and chose the path of the pleasure
of his Creator; and whoever used these bounties to satisfy his
desires he did not take care of the right of his Creator, and
will regret when he will be asked about it and will suffer from

lasting grief. All the parts of his body are going to account for
their actions. Allah said:

I PR /a’;‘g),/ls,o L 3% s g
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“Ears, eyes and heart all will be questioned.”
(17:36)

Since the heart is like the king who controls the rest of the

parts of the body, which follow its command and obey it in

their actions, it carries great value. The rest of the parts follow

it in good or bad. That is why the Messenger of Allah # said:
“Beware, there is a morsel of flesh in the body
which if is right the whole body will be right and
if it is spoiled the whole body is spoiled. It is the
heart.”™

! Bukhari (52), Muslim (1599)
18



It is the king of all other parts and they are under its control
following what it commands. No act of theirs can be correct
unless it emanates with its intention because it is like the
shepherd for them responsible for their actions and every
person in charge of others is going to be asked about those
who were under his authority. Due to this importance of the
heart the righteous people took interest in keeping it on the
straight path and considered it essential to monitor it and
keep it on the right course.

The enemy of Allah, the devil, knew that the heart held
the central position on which everything depended; so, he
endeavoured to fill it with all sorts of whispers and vain
desires with the intention of diverting it from the right path.
He surrounded it with sources of misguidance and set devices
and nets to trap it. To get out of his tricks is not possible
except by seeking help of Allah, sticking with the causes of
His pleasure and acquiring the humility of servitude, which is
the best weapon a man can have to enjoy the protection of

Allah; He said to Satan:
T 5 AT 2 ) bl £ I8 80 T o0l O
“You will have no power over My servants.” (15:42)

Since Allah Almighty by His grace gave me knowledge of the
diseases of the hearts and their cure, and the whisperings of
Satan in them, which result in affecting them and
consequently spoiling the works of a man, I decided to record
the information in this book. May Allah benefit those who
read it and I request them to ask Allah to bless me with His
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mercy and forgiveness. I named it ‘Ighath al-Lahfan fi
Masa’id al-Shayean’, ‘Supporting the Distressed Against the
Tricks of Satan’.

I divided it in 13 chapters, the last one which deals with
the tricks applied by Satan to deceive the human beings is the
most important one. As a matter of fact this is the purpose
for which this book was compiled.

I ask Allah to make it purely for His sake and grant the
benefit of it to its author and those who go through it, in the
world and the Hereafter. He is surly All-Hearing, All-
Knowing. There is no power, no strength except with Allah,
the Most High, the Great.

20



CHAPTER ONE

THE DIVISION OF HEARTS:
HEALTHY, SICKAND DEAD

Since the heart is described with life and death, it is divided
accordingly in to three conditions:

1. Regarding the healthf and sound heart which is
the source of salvation for a man, Allah said:

TR S G ) s G i Y
“The Day when neither wealth nor children can

help, excepr one who comes before Allah with a
sound heart.” (26:88-89)

The ‘sound heart’ is that which is saved from any
desire that is opposed to the command and
prohibition of Allah, and free from any doubt
concerning what He has said. Such a heart is free
from submission to anyone except Allah, no one
else’s love finds a place in it and it is entirely
devoted to Him preferring His pleasure in all
conditions. This is the real devotion which is
exclusively deserved by Allah Almighty.

The sound heart is that which is free from any
share of others in love, hope, fear or reliance. It is
sincerely focused on Him: its love is for the sake

21



of Allah, its hatred is for the sake of Him, It gives
for the sake of Allah and holds back for the sake
of Him. Some scholars said: There is no act no
matter how small it is but two registers are |
opened for it to record why it was done and how.
The first is the quéstion about the motive behind
it whether it was done to achieve a worldly
benefit or the pleasure of Allah. The second is to
see whether the Sunnah of the Messenger # was
followed in carrying it out. The first is about
sincerity and the second is about following the
Prophet #. No action is accepted by Allah

without these two elements.

. The second type of heart is the dead heart, which
does not recognize its Lord, does not worship
Him and does not follow His commands in his
love and hatred, rather it follows its desires and
lust even if it leads to the anger and wrath of its
Lord. It is only concerned with its craving and
completely ignores the pleasure or wrath of its
Lord. It is devoted to objects other than Allah. Tts -
love, hatred, hope, fear agreement and
disagreement and humbleness are directed to
them. It does not listen to the caller who calls it
to Allah and the Hereafter but responds to the
accursed Satan. It is the world which makes it
happy or sad, and the desire blocks its ear and eye
against any truth and pushes it to the sinful path.
Association with this type of heart is an illness,
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social relation with it is a poison and sitting with
it is destruction.

3. The third heart is the one which is alive but has
diseased. So it has two elements pulled by each
one to its side. It has the love of Allah, sincere
faith in Him, which is the essence of its life; but it
‘also has the love of desires and cfaving for
satisfying them, and also-has envy, arrogance, self
conceit and love of prominence in the world: all
these are the source of its destruction. It is
trapped between two motives one is pushing it to
Allah, His Messenger (#) and the Hereafter, and
the second pulling it to the temporal joy of this
world.

The first heart is live, devoted, soft and uncierstanding, the
second is dry and dead and the third is sick struggling
between safety and destruction. Allah the Exalted said:
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“We have never sent any messenger or prophet before
you (Muhammad) into whose wishes Satan did not
insinuate something, but Allah removes what Satan
insinuates and then Allah affirms His message. Allah
is All-Knowing and Wise. He makes Satan’s
insinuations a temptation only for the sick at heart
and those whaose hearts are hardened — the evildoers
are profoundly opposed (to the Truth) — and He
causes those given knowledge to realise that this
revelation is your Lord’s truth, so that they may
believe in it and humble their hearts to Him; Allah
guides the faithful to the straight path.” (22:52-54)

Allah divided the hearts in the above verses into three: two
are subjected to temptation and one is safe. The two tempted
is the hearts is are sick and the heart which is hardened, while
the safe heart is the believing and devoted one.

~ The temptation of Satan and doubts he casts in the hearts

are trial for the first two hearts and is a source of strength for

the third one which is faithful. Hearts facing temptations are
of two kinds:

1.

The first one is that which accepts and endorses
them. When temptation takes full control of it, it
results in two destructive dangers which affect it:
i.  Confusion of good and bad, which makes the
man unable to distinguish between them.
When it becomes deep-rooted, the person
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starts considering good as bad, bad as good,
the Sunnah as innovation and innovation as
Sunnah, and the truth as falsehood and the
falsehood as truth.

ii. It becomes so dominated by desires that it
follows them at the expenses. of the teachings

of the Messenger #.

2. The second type of the heart is that which is
illuminated by the light of faith; when it faces
temptation, it rejects and repels it, which increases its

light and power.

The companions divided the hearts into four categories:
1. An empty heart in which a lamp is burning, it is the
heart of the believer; :
2. A covered heart, it is an unbeliever’s heart;
3. An inverted heart, which is the heart of a hypocrite
who knew then denied, saw then became blind;
4. A heart struggling between the sources of hypocfisy

and belief.
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CHAPTER TWO

THE REALITY OF THE ILLNESS OF THE
HEART

Allah the Exalted said about hypocrites:

o 3GT
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“There is 2 discase in their hearts to which Allah has

added more.” (2:10)

He also said:
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“He makes Satan’s insinuations a temptation only
for the sick at heart.” (22:53) v
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“Wives of the Prophet (#), you are nor like any other
woman. If you are truly mindful of Allah, do not

speak too softly in case the sick at heart should lust
after you.” (33:32)
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“We set none but angels as guardians for the Fire
and We have made their number a test for the
disbelievers. So those who have been given the
Scripture will be certain and those who believe will
have their faith increased: neither those who have
been given the Scripture nor the believers will have
any doubts, but the sick at heart and the disbelievers
will say;, ‘what could Allah mean by this
description.” (74:31)

The Almighty described five wise reasons behind making the
number of angels appointed to guard Hell as 19:

1.

As a trial for the disbelievers to increase their disbelief
and misguidance;

2. Strength of the certainty of the people of Scripture by

b

discovering that the information given by their
prophets is in agreement with what the Qur’an has
said;

Increase in the faith of the believers by accepting it;
Omission of the doubt from the people of Scripture
as they are certain about it and from the believers
because they attested it;
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5. The perplexity of the disbelievers and those who have

disease in their hearts.

This is the condition of hearts when the truth comes to them:
a heart is afflicted with disbelief and denial, and the other
increases in its faith and certainty, and a third one is that
which firmly believes in it and the last one which is confused
and is unable to grasp its message.

The heart is in need of what can protect its strength and
that is belief and good deeds, it is also in need of some
measures that can keep it away from the harmful matters and
that is to keep away from all kinds of acts of disobedience and
sin, and in need of cleansing it from the bad influence which
affect it and that is by making sincere repentance and seeking
forgiveness of the Forgi\}er of the sins.

The disease of the heart is a kind of degeneration which
corrupts its understanding of the truth. It makes the person
unable to recognize the truth or makes him see it opposite of
what it is. He lacks comprehension of it and develops hatred
of the useful reality or the love of harmful falsehood. As a sick
body is hurt by a slight touch of heat or cold, which do not
hurt the healthy body, the heart with disease is affected by
little doubt or desire and is not able to resist while the sound
and healthy heart is capable of repelling greater doubts and
desires. :
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CHAPTER THREE

THE DIVISION OF THE ILLNESSES OF THE
HEART INTO NATURAL AND RELIGIOUS

The disease of the heart is of two kinds:

The first one is that which does not cause pain at once like
the disease of ignorance, doubts and desires. This type is the
source of greater pain, but because of the corruption of the
heart it does not feel it. The dominance of ignorance and lust
prevents it from feeling the pain. The treatment of this illness
is to refer to the Messengers of God and their sincere
followers as they are the doctors of this kind of disease.

The second type is the disease which causes pain
immediately like grief, worry, sorrow and anger. This type
can be cured by natural treatment through removing the
symptoms or by treating it with its opposite. The heart feels
pain as the body does and vice versa. The diseases of the
hearts that can be treated by natural treatment are restricted
to this world, and do not cause pain after the death.

The diseases that can be cured only by prophetic spiritual
medication are those which cause permanent pain and
suffering if they are not treated by their opposites. Grief,
worry and sadness are the diseases of the heart and their cure
lies in their opposite like happiness and joy. If that was done
by the right methodology, the heart will be cured, but if the
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treatment was by wrong measures, the illness will be masked
and will cause more harmful diseases. The same applies to the
disease of ignorance; some people treat it with incorrect
knowledge and think that they have been cured while it is not
s0, it rather increases the illness. However, the heart being
engaged with that treatment does not realise hidden pain.
The heart of a person suffering from doubt feels pain until he
acquires the correct knowledge. The heart is constricted by
ignorance and misguidance and opens with guidance and

knowledge. Allah Almighty said:
Lo
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“When Allah wishes to guide someone, He opens his
breast to Islam, when He wishes to lead them astray;

He dloses and constricts their hearts as if they were
dimbing up to the skies.” (6:125)

The important thing is that some of the diseases of the hearts
can be treated by natural medication and others need
religious spiritual treatment. The heart has life and death,
and it falls sick and gets cured; these are more significant than
it is with the body.
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE LIFE AND BRIGHTNESS OF THE HEART
ARE THE SOURCE OF EVERY GOOD INIT AND
THE DEATH AND DARKNESS OF IT IS THE
SOURCE OF EVERYEVILINIT

The basic source of every good and happiness for a servant or
rather every human being is his perfect life and light. Life and
light are the substance of every good. Allah said:
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“Is a dead person brought back to life by Us, and
given light with which to walk among people,
comparable to someone trapped in deep darkness who
annot escape?” (6:122)

Allah the Great has put together in this verse the two basic
elements: life and light. By life a person acquires his strength,
and with it he enjoys his hearing, seeing, modesty, chastity,
courage, patience and all other noble characters. He is also
able to appreciate good and abhor bad. When his life is
perfect these qualities become strong and when his life is in
disorder they also become weak. A healthy and sound heart
when confronted by bad thoughts abhors them and runs
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away from them unlike a dead heart which is unable to
differentiate between good and bad. Abdullah b. Mas’ud said:
‘A man who does not have a heart to know good and bad is
doomed to perish.’

The same is true about the heart which is afflicted by
desires; it moves to what is attractive in accordance with the
strength or weakness of the illness. .

In the same way when the light and brightness of the
heart is adequate the true dimensions of all matters are
reflected in it and it recognizes the beauty and ugliness of
them.

Allah explained this in many places in His Book. He said:

- R RV EVEL B P TIE SIS SN
L s eSS b L'zJ.o| o2 o) S Ll dl!’.)fj

G U o sy (0 558 laz 5005 T N5 s
| Gl
 “So We have revealed a spirit to you by Our
command: you knew neither the Scripture nor the
faith, but We made it a light, guiding with it
whoever We will of Our servants.” (42:52)

The Most Merciful combined in the above verse the spirit
which is the source of life and the light which produces
radiance and illumination. He stated that His Book contains
both elements: it is spirit which provides life to the hearts and
light which illuminates them.

He said in another verse:
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Is a dead person brought back to life by Us and
given light with which he walks among people

comparable to someone trapped in decp darkness who
cannot come out of it? (6:122)

5

He declared the person who turns away from the obedience
and is unaware of the essentials of faith as dead, who is
unable to move by himself, then Allah guides him to the faith
and he becomes capable to understand the difference between
the truth and falsehood.

The Almighty explained His revelation and the condition
of His servants by illustrations of water and fire. He said:
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“He sends water from the sky that fills riverbeds to

overflowing, each according to its measure. The
stream carries on its surface a growing layer of froth,
like the froth that appears when people melt metals

in the fire to make ornaments and tools: in this way
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Allah illustrates truth and falschood - the froth
disappears, but what is of benefit to people stays
behind — this is how Allah makes illustrations.”
(13:17)

Allah gave the example of water for His revelation which
gives life and of fire which produces light. The Almighty
stated that the streams flow according to its measure; a big
stream contains a huge amount of water, and a small one
contains a small quantity. The same is true about hearts: a
broader heart contains abundant knowledge and a narrow
heart contains according to its capacity. He gave the example
of doubts and desires, which the hearts carry like the flood
carries froth on its surface and removal of useless froth thus
leaving cleansed water.
Allah the Great said in another place:
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“Whoever, male or female, does good deeds and has

faith, We shall give them a good life and reward
them according to the best of their actions.” (16:97)
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“There is a reward in this present world for thase
who do good, but their home in the Hereafter is far
better: the home of the righteous is excellent.”

(16:30)

He stated that He gives good reward in this world and the
Hereafter to those who do good deeds, but those who are
involved in bad acts face misery here and in the Hereafter.

He said:
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“Whoever turns away from it will have a life of great
hardship. We shall bring him blind to the Assembly

on the Day of Resurrection. ” (20:124)

Allah put these two groups together in the following verse:
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“When Allah wishes to guide someone, He opens
their breast to Islam; when He wishes to lead them
astray; He dloses and constricts their breast as if they
were dimbing up to the skies. That is how Allah
makes the foulness of thase who do nor believe
rebound against them.” (6:125)
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The people of guidance and faith enjoy the opening and
expansion of their breasts and the people of misguidance
suffer from the constriction and confinement of their breasts.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE HEART CANNOT ACHIEVE LIFE AND
HEALTH UNLESS IT IS CAPABLE OF
UNDERSTANDING THE TRUTH, YEARNS FOR
I'T AND PREFERS IT OVER OTHER THINGS

The heart has two powers: (a) the power of knowledge and
distinction and (b) the power of intention and desire. And it
is by the use of these two powers that it acquires its perfection
and uprightness. The one who does not know the truth is
astray, the one who knows it but prefers other things over it
is the subject of the wrath of Allah and the one who knows it
and follows it, is the one who has been blessed. Allah the
Exalted ordered us to ask Him in our prayer to guide us to
the path of those whom He has favoured, and not those who
have incurred His wrath or those who have gone astray.
Christians are marked by misguidance because they are the
community of ignorance and Jews are marked by wrath
because they are the people of stubbornness and this
community is the one which has been favoured.

Allah said:
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“By the time, man is in loss, except for those who
believe, do good deeds, urge one another to the truth,
and urge one another to steadfastness.” (103:1-3)

Allah the Exalted swore by the time, which is the period of
good or bad acts, due to the fact that everyone is in loss
except for those whose power of knowledge is perfected by
faith in Allah and whose power of act is completed by
working according to His commands. Such a person was
perfect in himself by useful knowledge and good deeds, and
. perfected others by urging them to do the same and by
persevering steadfastly.

In many other places in the Qur'an Allah Almighty has
stated that successful people are those who recognize the
truth and follow it and the people of loss are those who do
not know the truth or actively oppose it.
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CHAPTER SIX

THERE IS NO HAPPINESS, NO JOY, NO
SOUNDNESS FOR THE HEART UNLESS IT’S
CREATORAND LORD IS TAKEN ALONE AS

THE OBJECT OF WORSHIP AND HE IS LOVED
MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE

It is well known that all the creatures - angels, humans, jinn
and animals, are in need of acquiring what is beneficial to
them and repulse what is harmful to them. This depends on
the acquired knowledge of what is beneficial or harmful. It
also requires the knowledge of what is desirable and sought
for, which can bring joy as well as the knowledge of the
source that can help in acquiring it. Opposite to that are two
things: the hateful and harmful and what can help in
repelling it. So there are four possibilities:

1. An object that is loved and desired;

2. An object that is hateful and undesired;

3. Means to acquire the loved object;

4. Means to repel the undesired object;

These four matters are essential for every man, rather every
living creature, on which their existence and perfection

depend. When this is established then it is essential that Allah
be the object that is desired and sought for; His pleasure is
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sought and His bliss is searched for. He alone can give help to
achieve it. Devotion to other than Him is the hateful and
harmful object and it is He who can help in repelling it. He
encompasses all the above mentioned four elements. This is
attested by the statement of the person (i.c. the Messenger %)
who knew Him most; he said in his supplication:

“I seck refuge in You from Your anger, seek refuge

in Your forgiving from Your punishment and seek

refuge in You from You.”!

He also said:
“O Allah, I have surrendered myself to You,
turned my face to You, entrusted my affair to
You, and sheltered my back to You, in hope and
fear from You, there is no shelter or safety except

in You.”?

This is explained below:
1. All the affairs return to Allah, all the praise belongs to
Him, the sovereignty is for Him, all the good is in
His hands, no one is capable of praising Him the way
He has praised Himself. As a result the servant’s
happiness and success lie in realization of the
meaning of,
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“only You we worship and it is You we ask for help.”
(1:5)

! Muslim (486)
2 Bukhari (247), Muslim (2710)
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The servitude contains the desired goal in the perfect
way and it is the Lord whose help is sought in
achieving that goal. Allah is the One to Whom the
hearts turn in love and respect, reverence, adoration,
humbleness, devotion, fear, hope and trust. The Rabb
and Lord is the One Who takes care of His creatures;
He creates him then guides him to what is good for
him. So, there is no deity other than Him and there is
no Lord except Him. These two basic points have
been repeated in many places in the Qur’an:
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“Worship Him, and pur your trust in Him.”
(11:123)
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“My success can only come from Allah, I put my trust

in Him, and always turn to Him.” (11:88)
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“Put your trust in the Living (Allah) Who never
dies, and celebrate His praise.” (25:58)
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‘Say: He is my Lord: there is no being worth
worshipping but Him. I put my trust in Him and to
Him is my return.” (13:30)

. It is also to be remembered that Allah, glory be to
Him, created the people to worship Him, which is
the source of His recognition, love and devotion. In
His remembrance the hearts find peace and the souls
acquire tranquillity. By looking at Him in the
Hereafter the servants’ eyes will receive the real
comfort and their grace will be completed. He will
not grant them in the Hereafter anything that is more
comfortable to their eyes and more rejoicing to their
hearts than looking at Him and listening to His
words directly without any intermediary. He did not
grant them in this world anything better and more
gratifying than faith in Him and desire to meet Him.
The Prophet # combined these two matters in his
following supplication: _

“O Allah, by Your knowledge of the hidden and
Your power of creation keep me alive as long as
You know it is better for me, and cause me to die
when death is better for me. I ask for Your fear in
open and secret, I ask You for speaking right in
anger and happiness, I ask You for moderation in
poverty and richness, I ask you for a pleasure
which does not end, I ask You for comfort of eye
that does not stop, I ask You for satisfaction after
the decree, I ask you for the comfort of life after
death, I ask You for the joy of looking at Your
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Face, and for desire to meet You without any
harmful calamity or misleading trial. O Allah,
adorn us with faith and make us guiding and
guided.”! |

The Prophet # put together in this supplication the
best thing of this world which is the desire to meet
Him, and the best thing of the Hereafter, which is to
look at His Face. The perfection of the servant lies in
being aware of the truth and following it so he said:
“make us guiding and guided.” Since the useful
contentment is the one which comes after the decree,
he asked for it after it happens. As many people speak
truth when they are happy but when they get angry
they are moved to falschood, he asked for speaking
truth in both conditions of happiness and anger. He
asked for moderation in poverty and affluence as both
are trials. Since the pleasure is for both the body and
the heart as they lead to the comfort of the eye, he
asked for both. Since the attractions are two types:
attraction of the body and attraction of the heart, the
latter being better and more valuable which can
produce the former, he asked for the attraction of the
heart saying: “adorn us with the decoration of faith.”
'He asked for satisfaction after death because life in
this world is surrounded by troubles and open and
secret pains.

! Ahmad (4/264), Nisa’i (3/54)
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In short he combined in this supplication the
most pleasant of what is in this world and in the
Hereafter. The need of people to worship their Lord
is like their need for Him to create them, provide
them with sustenance, keep their faults secret and
protect them from fear. In reality their need to
worship Him is greater because they cannot achieve
any pleasure or happiness without fulfilling this
obligation first. That is why Allah’s right on His
servants is that they worship Him alone without
associating any other being to Him. For this reason
Allah loves His believing servants who, consciously
realize that only He is to be worshipped alone and as
a result shows happiness with their repentance.

There is no power other than Allah which can
bring peace, tranquillity and joy to the hearts.
- Whoever worships other objects, he may obtain some
benefits, but the harm hidden in it is far greater than
the benefit. It is like taking delicious poisonous food.
If there is another deity in the heart besides Allah, it is
diseased severely and the only remedy is to take that
object out and turn sincerely to Allah, the Almighty.

. The need of the servant to worship Allah alone
without associating anything with Him can be
compared with the need of the body to food and
drink. The servant’s heart and soul cannot be at peace
without the remembrance of Allah. It cannot find
comfort except in His recognition and love. Its fitness
depends on taking His love, and directing his fear and
hope to Him without any share of others. Even if he
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gets some pleasure in the love of other objects,
ultimately he will suffer from great pain and harm.
The higher purpose of devotion and apparently tough
commands is not to cause a man hardship or
unbearable burden even though it may appear in
some cases. These are the source of rejoice,
satisfaction, joy and happiness for him. Allah has
described it in the following verses:
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“People, a teaching from your Lord has come to you,
a healing for what is in your hearts, and guidance
and mercy for the believers. Say (Prophet), ‘In

Allah’s grace and mercy let them rejoice: these are
better than all they accumulate.” (10:57-58)

. Allah’s grace and mercy in the above verses are Islam

and the Qur’an as said by many early scholars.

. The highest, noblest and best grace of the Hereafter is

to look at the Face of the Lord and to listen to His
speech as reported in Sahih of Muslim. The Prophet
# said:

“When the people of Paradise will enter it a caller
will call: ‘People of Paradise Allah has made a
promise to you and wishes to fulfil it’. They will
ask: “What is that?’ Didn’t He brighten our faces,
make our balances heavy, admit us into Paradise
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and save us from Hell?’ Then the veil will be lifted
and they will look at Him. Allah has not given to

them anything more beloved than looking at
Him.™!

The Hadith explained that though their Lord granted
them all the joys they will find looking at Him more
gratifying than any other thing. It will be better than
the gratification of eating, drinking and enjoying the
company of the beautiful eyed-maidens. Allah said
about the unbelievers:
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“No indeed! On that Day they (disbelievers) will be

screened off from their Lord, they will be in Hell.”
(83:15-16)

The Almighty gathered two types of torments on
them: the torment of Hell and the torment of
screening off as He gathered two types of pleasure for
His friends: the enjoyment of what is in the Heaven
and the pleasure of looking at Him. He said:
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“The truly good will live in bliss, seated on couches
gazing (at their Lord.” (83:22-23)

5. The creature does not have power to cause benefit or
harm, or to give or withhold, or to guide or misguide,

! Muslim (181)
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or to help or desert, to raise or debase and to bring
honour or humiliation to anyone. It is Allah alone
who has power over all these matters. Allah said:
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“No one can withhold tlzc b[mngA[]a]z opens up for
people, nor can anyone bur Him release whatever He
withholds: He is Almighty, the All Wise. People,
remember Allah’s grace towards you. Is there any
creator other than Allah ro give you sustenance from

the heavens and earth? There is no god but Him.
How can you be so deluded?” (35:2-3)
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“If Allah inflicts harm on you, no one can remove it
bur Him, and if He intends good for you, no one can
turn His bounty away; He grants His bounty to any
of His servants He will.” (10:107)
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“What force can help you if the lord of mercy does
nor? The disbelievers are truly deluded. Who can
provide for you if He withholds His provision? Yet
they insist in their insolence and their avoidance of
the Truth.” (67:20-21)

Allah in these verses put the help and the provision
together because the servant is in need of someone
who can drive away his enemy by His support and
bring him benefit by His provision. It is only Allah
“who can do it; He is the Provider, the Lord of power,
the Ever Mighty. By his perfect understanding and
prudence the servant knows that if Allah touches him
with some calamity no one else can remove it; and if
Allah grants him some bounty it came from no other
source but Him.

. The attachment of the servant to any other than
Allah is a source of harm to him especially when he -
takes it above his need and does not use it in the

obedience of Allah. If he loves other objects beside
Allah, He will deprive him of that. If he loves
someone not for the sake of Allah, He will make him
suffer from that love either-in this world or in the

Hereafter or in both. Allah said:
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“Those who hoard gold and silver instead of giving
in Allah’s cause they will have a grievous
punishment: on the Day it is heated up in Hell’s Fire
and used to brand their forcheads, sides, and backs,
they will be told: ‘This is what you hoarded up for
yourselves! Now feel the pain of what you hoarded.”
(9:34-35)
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“Do not let their possessions or their children impress

you: through these Allah intends to punish them in
this world and for their souls to depart while they
disbelieve.” (9:55)

The punishment in this world will come in the form
of pain, trouble and exhaustion. This is the share of
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all those people whose objective is the world. The
Prophet # said:

“Whoever’s concern is the Hereafter Allah will
put his wealth in his heart and put his matters
together, and the world will come to him
reluctantly; but the one whose concern is. the
world Allah will make his poverty between his
eyes and shatter his matters and he will not get

from the world except what has been decreed for
him.” !

In another Hadith the Prophet # reporting from
Allah Almighty:

“Son of Adam, engage exclusively in devotion to
Me I will fill your breast with wealth and will
remove your poverty. If you do not do that, I will
fill your hands with concerns and will not remove
your poverty.”?

The lover of the world cannot get rid from three
things: (i) constant worry, (ii) permanent discomfort
and (iii) relentless distress. This is because he does not
benefit from his love nevertheless his soul will crave
for unachievable abundance, as the Prophet # said:
“If son of Adam has two valleys of money, he will
strive for a third one.”

! Tirmidhi (2465)
2 Tirmidhi (2466), Ahmad (2/358)
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Al-Hasan wrote to ‘Umar b. Abd al-‘Aziz:

‘The world is the place to move on and not to stay.
Adam was sent down to it as punishment. Be careful
of it, commander of the faithful! The provision of it is
to abandon it and wealth here is poverty. Every
moment there is someone killed by it. It degrades
people after upgrading them and makes poor those
who hoard. It is like the poison which a man eats
without knowing and suffers from death. Be in it like
the one who treats his wounds and resorts to
protection against what he dislikes; he endures the
bitterness of the medicine to avoid long suffering.’

Be aware of this deceitful, tricky and treacherous
home which is full of deception and has afflicted
people by its illusion. It deceives by its hopes and
looks affectionately at its suitors and appears in the
form of an unveiled bride. The eyes are fixed at it, the
hearts are bewildered and the souls are passionately in
love. It is killing all its husbands. Some of its lovers
succeed in achieving their aims and objectives and are
blinded. They go beyond the limits forgetting their -
return to their Creator. Their minds are completely
occupied by it until death approaches and then their
remorse increases and grief doubled. They will face
the pain and agony of death in addition to the
distress of loss.

Another lover did not get from it what he expected
and lived in agony and suffered from grief. He failed
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to achieve his wish and exhausted his soul in its
search. He left without any provision and reached a
undesirable destination.

Be more cautious when you are pleased in it.
When the man of the world is relaxed with pleasure,
it leads him to an unpleasant consequence. Affluence,
in reality is mixed with affliction as inevitably life is
only meant to be terminated. Its happiness is mixed
with grief, its hopes are false, its wishes are vain, its
delight is worry and life in it is misfortune. If its Lord
had not informed about and explained its nature by
examples, it was sufficient to awaken a sleeping man
and caution the unmindful. Indeed a warning has
come from Allah, Who alerted about it and it has no
value or significance to Him. He did not look at it
since He created it. It was offered with all its treasures
and their keys to our Prophet % but he declined to
accept it. He did not like to love something which its
Creator disliked or raise the status of something
which its owner has degraded. Almighty kept it away
from His righteous servants in order to test them and
made it available to His enemies to get deceived by it.
The deceived person who gets control over it thinks
that he has been honoured and forgets what Allah did
to His Messenger # when he tied stones on his belly.

Al-Hasan said: ‘Some people honoured the world
and it executed them on woods, you should degrade
it for that will bring comfort to you.’

The people of the world know well the torment
and various pains through which they go in its
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pursuit. Since it is the biggest concern of those who
do not believe in the Hereafter and do not expect
meeting with their Lord their torment is in
accordance with the quest of it. If you want to know
the pain of these people consider the condition of a
lover who is desperate in the love of his beloved;
whenever he tries to approach, she runs away. She
does not show any affection to him, but abandons
him and joins his enemy. Such a person lives the
most distressed life and wishes to die because he does
not achieve from his beloved as passionately expected.
That is enough as a torment to him but his suffering
will magnify when he will be prevented from all the
joys and will be subjected to punishment.

Everyone will be placed with what he loved in this
world and in the Hereafter. The Messenger of Allah,
Allah’s # said: “A man will be joined with whom
he loved.”

Allah Almighty said:
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“On that Day the evildoer will bite his own hand
and say: 1f only I had taken the same path as the
Messenger. Woe unto me! If only I had not taken so
and so as friend — he led me away from the

Revelation after it reached me. Satan has always
betrayed mankind.” (25:27-29)
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“Gather together thase who did wrong, and others
like them, as well as whatever they worshipped beside
Allah, lead them to the path of Hell, and halr them

for questioning: Why do you not support mcb other
now?” (37:22-25)

The point is that whoever loves anything beside
Allah, its harm will affect him whether he was

successful in attainment of his beloved or not.

. The reliance of the servant on the creature and his

trust on him is going to cause him harm. He will lose
what he is expecting and will receive opposite of what

- he hoped for. Allah said:
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“They have taken other gods beside Allah to give

them strength, bur these gods will reject their worship
and will even turn against them.” (19:81-82)
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“They have taken other gods besides Allah to help

" them, though these could not do so even if they called

a whole army of them together.” (36:74-75)

Allah, glory be to Him, is Self-Sufficient, Kind,

/Mlghty, Merciful: He does favour to His servant

though He is not in need of him; He wants to bring
good to him, remove affliction from him, not because
He expects any benefit from the servant but only
because of His benevolence and kindness. He has not
created them in order to get provision from them or
to use them for removal of any harm. He is the
Provider, the Lord of power and Ever Mighty. Allah
does not take someone as friend because He needs
him as the human being do, but He takes people as
friends as a matter of kindness, love and beneficence.
The people help one another because of their interest
and need. They may either want to achieve
something in exchange or expect reward from Allah
in the Hereafter. The Almighty is absolutely free from
all such things and needs; He said in a Divine
Hadith: ,

“My servants, you canfot cause Me any harm, nor
bring Me any benefit. These are your acts which I
count them for you and then will give you full
compensation. Then if someone gets good he
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should be thankful to Allah, but if someone gets
other than that he should blame himself alone.”!

9. No one can be aware of the benefit unless Allah
informed him, and he will not be able to achieve it
unless Allah gives him power, he even will not think
about it unless Allah creates intention in his heart. So,
ultimately everything returns to the point from where
it started.

10. Most of the people are interested in fulfilling their
need even it may cause harm in the world or in the
Hereafter, whereas Allah the Lord wishes to favour
you not for His benefit but for your benefit, and
removes hardship from you only for your safety. How
then you attach your hope and fear to anyone else?
Finally you should know that if all the creatures join
together to bring some benefit to you, they will not
be able to do so except what Allah has ordained for
you; if they join together to cause you harm, they

cannot do it except what Allah has decreed. Allah

instructed His servant to say:
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“Say: only what Allah has decreed will happen to us.

He is our Master: let the believers put their trust in
Allah.” (9:51)

! Muslim (2577)
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CHAPTER SEVEN

THE QUR’AN CONTAINS CURE FORALL
DISEASES OF THE HEART

Allah, the Great, said'

“People, a reaching from your Lord has come to you,
and a healing for what is in your hearts.” (10:57)

GE wwﬂﬂu—wﬁbu‘ a0l 5 Ui
“We send down the Quran as healing and mercy to
those who believe.” (17:82)

We have mentioned earlier that the fundamental diseases of

~ the heart are suspicions and desires, and the Qur’an provides

cure for both. It includes decisive evidences and proofs to
distinguish the truth from falsehood, and that is cure for the
disease of suspicion, which corrupts knowledge and thought
and make things appear in a distorted form. There is no book
under the sky that includes such evidences and proofs about

the lofty subjects of the oneness of Allah, an affirmation of

life to come and prophecies as the Qur'an expounds.
Whoever has been given by Allah the power of understanding
he will be able to see truth and falsehood clearly with his
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heart just as he sees darkness of night and brightness of day.
He will realize that other books and their arguments include
knowledge which is not reliable due to false conjecture and is
of no value against the truth and correct matters. The pursuit
of false conjecture is not beneficial to the heart and acquiring
of truthful information becomes next to impossible.
Whatever the theologians have to say it is said in the Qur’an
in the best way and the most beautiful elucidation.

The cure of the diseases or lustful desires is contained in
its wisdom and good teaching, motivation to withdraw from
the world and pay heed to the Hereafter, and in its true
stories and parables which include lessons and admonitions.
These can direct the heart to the right path against
misguidance. The Qur’an in this way is able to eradicate the
bad intentions and reform the heart and bring it back to the
natural disposition (fitra) on which it was created. It gets
nourishment from faith and the Qur’an, which leads to its-
strength and happiness just like the body when nourished
with nutritious food becomes strong and healthy.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

THE PURIFICATION OF THE HEART

Allah said:
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“Take alms from their property so that you may
deanse and purify them.” (9:103)

God Almighty mentioned purification and growth together
because they are attached to one another. The impurity of
immoral acts and sins in the hearts are like unhealthy
ingredients in the body. When the body is cleansed of them
its natural power becomes free and it works without
hindrance and the body grows. In the same way when the
heart is purified from the sins by the repentance its power
gets stronger and it gets busy in doing good deeds. There is
no way to its growth except by its purification. Allah, the
Exalted said:
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“Tell the believing men to lower their glances and
guard their private parts: that is purer for them.
Allah is well aware of everything they do.” (24:30)
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The Almighty put purity as the result of lowering the glances
and guarding of the private parts.

Lowering the glances from prohibited objects has three
very important and valuable benefits:

First is the sweetness and pleasure of faith, which is more
pleasant and delightful than the object the man turned his
eyes from for the sake of Allah. This follows the rule that
whoever leaves something for the sake of Allah, He will
compensate him with what is better than it. The soul is cager
to look at beautiful faces and the eye is the scout of the heart.
It sends its scout to find out what is there, so when it tells it
about the beauty and prettiness. of the object; it moves
towards it with interest and sometimes suffers exhaustion in
its search. When the scout stops from exploring, the heart
rests in peace. It is so because the glance creates attachment
and it develops in stages to reach a point where man is
infatuated and becomes enslaved by his beloved. This kind of
trial comes to those hearts which are devoid of the love of
Allah, as the heart always look for someone to be attached to.
If it is not for the love of Allah then the heart will definitely
be inclined and attracted towards other objects.

The second benefit of lowering glances is the light of the
heart and sharpness of discernment. Allah said after
commanding the believers to lower their glances:

ESN AT
“Allah is the light of the heavens and the earth.”
(24:35)
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The secret is that the requital is from the category of the
work. Whoever lowered his glances from what Allah has
forbidden, the Almighty will compensate him with a similar
thing or better than it. As he kept the light of his eye from
prohibited matters, Allah will let the light of his sight and
heart free; and he will see what the others who let their glance
loose cannot see.

The third benefit is the strength and courage of the heart.
Allah will grant him the power of support as He has granted
him the power of argument. Whoever obeys Allah He will be
his supporter and when Allah supports someone, he can
never be defeated. '

The main point is that the growth of the heart depends on
its purity as the growth of the body depends on its cleansing

from harmful ingredients. Allah Almighty said:
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“Those who believe do not follow in Satan’s footsteps
- if you do so, he will urge you to indecency and evil.
If it were not for Allah’s bounty and mercy towards
you, not one of you would ever have attained purity.
Bur Allah purifies whoever He will: Allah is All-
Hearing, All-Secing.” (24:21)

This was said after announcing the prohibition of fornication
and false accusation; it implied that purity lies in avoiding
those things.
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CHAPTER NINE

THE PURIFICATION OF THE HEART FROM
FILTH AND IMPURITIES

Allah said to His Messenger:
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“You, wrapped in your doak, arise and give

warning! Proclaim the greatness of your Lord and
deanse your garment.” (74:1-4)

Most commentators say that ‘the garment’ here means the
heart and by its purification is meant to reform the conduct
and deeds. The purity of garment and its acquisition through
pure sources is the sign of the purity and perfection of the
heart.
Allah said about the Jews:
257
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“These are the ones whase hearts Allah does nor
intend to deanse.” (5:41)

He said it after describing their character-of listening to lies
and distorting the meaning of the revealed words. It shows
that when the servant engages in listening to falschood, he
starts distorting the truth, because when he accepts falsehood,
he loves it, then if the truth comes to oppose it, he rejects it
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and does not accept it. The verse also demonstrates that when
Allah does not cleanse the heart of a person, he must face
humiliation in the world and torment in the Hereafter in
accordance with the impurity of his heart. For this reason
Allah has forbidden Paradise for those whose hearts carry
impurity and filth because it is the abode of pure people.
Whoever cleansed himself in the world and meets Allah pure
from filth will enter the Heaven without hindrance. As for
the one who has not purified himself in the world, if his
impurity is real like a disbeliever, he will not enter it at all,
but if his impurity is temporary, he will enter after he has
been cleansed from it. Allah the Most High has made
appearance before Him dependent on purity; so a person
who wants to stand before Him in prayer cannot do it
without first purifying himself. In the same way He made
entrance to His Heaven conditional to purity. Only pure and
pleasant people will enter it. There are two purities: the
purity of the body and the purity of the heart. That is why it
is recommended for a person who performs his ablution to
say after it:
“I bear witness that there is no being worthy of
worship except Allah, and I bear witness that
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger. O
Allah, make me among those who return to You
in repentance and make me among the purified

»1
ones.

! Tirmidhi (55)
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The purification of the heart is by repentance and the
purification of the body is by water. When these purities are
achieved, the servant is qualified to stand before Allah to
implore Him.

The impurity which is removed by water and its means of
removal are both sensory while the impurity which is
removed by repentance and seeking forgiveness and are
spiritual tools. The life and enjoyment of the heart are
achieved by these two methods. The above words include all
these four matters described briefly and beautifully.

Allah the Great branded association of other objects to
Him (shirk), adultery and sodomy with impurity and
filthiness in His Book only without other sins though they
also fall under that category. But the Alnghty said in the

Qur’an:
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“O Bclievers, thase who ascribe partners to Allah are
truly unclean.” (9:28)
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“We gave Lot sound judgement and knowledge and
saved him from the community who practiced

abominations — they were shameless people given to
evil and were rebellious.” (21:74)

The wicked people of his community said:
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“Expel Lot’s peaple from your town; these are indeed
the men who want to remain dean and chaste.”

(27:56)

They despite being disbelievers acknowledged that they were
unclean and filthy; and Lot and his followers were clean
because they did not take part in that abominable act.
The impurity of ascribing partners to Allah (shirk) is of
two kinds: the serious and the light:
1. The serious kind is to ascribe partners to Allah, which
He will never forgive; '

2. The light kind is like showing off, taking oath by the

creatures and directing the fear or hope to them.

The point is that impurity may be visible or hidden. In any
case it dominates the soul and heart to the extent that a man
of ‘vigilant heart’ can feel from those people a disgusting
smell which he finds unpleasant like a man who smells
stinking material and finds it abhorrent.

Since shirk is the most serious crime and greatest injustice,
it is the most hateful and despicable sin in the sight of Allah,
and He has fixed a severe punishment for it both in this
world and the Hereafter and declared the people involved in
it as filthy and unclean. This is because they put their gods
on the same level with Allah Almighty especially in love,
respect and worship. In this way they reduced the importance

of the power of the Lordship of Allah Almighty, and
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consequently deserved lasting punishment from Him. No
other sinner has been threatened with painful and
humiliating torment as the people involved in shirk. This is
because they harbour evil thoughts and conjecture about
Allah. If they had good thoughts about Him, they would
have singled Him out for worship. Shirk involves reducing
the status of Allah, and for this He is not going to forgive a
person committing that heinous crime.

As far as other sins and offences are concerned, they do
not include lowering the status of the Lordship of Allah and
they may be forgiven. When a person who kept himself away
from shirk, meets Allah the Great, He may forgive him even
though he comes with earth full of sins. This option of
forgiveness is not available to a man involved in shirk. The
sincere belief in oneness of Allah accompanied with love,
respect, hope and fear will wipe out all sins.

The impurity of fornication and sodomy is more heinous
than other offences as it infects the heart and weakens the
belief in the oneness of Allah. For this you find that the
people attached to these two sins are those who excessively
indulge in shirk. Passionate love of false deities and shirk are
inseparable. Allah spoke about the passionate love of the
polytheist among the people of Lot and that of the wife of Al-
Aziz who was a polytheist at that time. When the shirk of a
person becomes stronger he is tried by the love of beautiful
faces, but when his zawhid gets strength he is turned away
from it. There is no other sins more harmful to the heart than
these two.
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CHAPTER TEN

THE SIGNS OF ILLNESS AND HEALTH
IN THE HEART

Every part of the body has been created for a particular
function and its perfection lies in fulfilling that function; its
illness lies in being unable to carry out the work for which it
has been created. The illness of the body is to fail to move
normally and the illness of the heart is to find it difficult for
what it has been created, i.e. to recognize Allah, love Him,
have desire to meet Him and prefer it over all other desires.

If a servant recognizes everything except Allah, he will be
as though he has not recognized anything. If he acquires
every pleasure of the world, but failed to achieve the love of
Allah, he will be as though he has not acquired any pleasure.
As a matter of fact when the heart is empty from the love of
Allah the worldly pleasure will turn into a torment for him;
and he will suffer from not being able to achieve what he
loved so much and also from missing what was more
important and useful to him. When the servant knows Allah,
he will definitely love Him and be devoted to Him and will
not put anything over His love; if he gives preference to other
objects over the love of Allah, it means that his heart is sick.
It is exactly like the stomach, if it becomes used to eating
filthy food and loves it more than the pure one, it will lose
the desire for pure food.
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Sometimes the heart is affected severely by illness, but its
possessor does not know because he is busy in other things.
His heart may perish without him noticing that. Sometime
he realizes its illness but he is scared of the bitterness of the
medicine and enduring it; so he opts for bearing the pain
rather taking the medicine. His treatment lies in going
against his passion and that is the most difficult thing for the
soul.

He may prepare himself to endure but his intention fades
because of the lack of knowledge, understanding and power
of patience. He is like a man who takes a perilous path which
leads to complete security. He is aware that if he remains
steadfast, the fear will go away and safety will follow. He is in
need of firm patience and strong belief in his future. If his
patience and belief are shaken, he will return to the path and
will not be able to stand its hardship especially if he has no
companion and feels lonely and starts saying: “Where have
the people gone? How can I find them to follow them?” This
is the condition of most people. The sincere and intelligent
person is not scared of the lack of companionship because his
heart realises the company of the pious party. They are those
whom Allah has blessed: the messengers, the truthful, the
martyrs and the righteous. What excellent companions they
are! (4:69)

Among the signs of the illness of the heart is its dislike for
beneficial nutrition and preference for the harmful one; and
to turn away from fruitful medication to a harmful one. Here
there are four things: useful nutrition, curing medication,
harmful nutrition and destructive disease. The healthy heart
opts for useful and curing material over the harmful and
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destructive one. The sick heart just goes in the opposite
direction. The best nutrition is that of belief and the most
effective medication is the medication of the Qur an.

Among the signs of the health of the heart is its departure
from this world and to land in the Hereafter as though it is
one of its residents and people, and that it came to this world
as a stranger to fulfil his needs and then to return to his
homeland. The Prophet # said to Abdullah Ibn Umar:

“Be in this world as though you are a stranger or
wayfarer, and consider yourself among the people
of the graves.” !

Ali Ibn Abu Talib said:
“The world has started its journey back and the
Hereafter has set out coming. Each of them has its
children. Be among the children of the Hereafter
and do not be among the children of the world.
Today is work and no reckoning and tomorrow
will be reckoning but no work.”

When the heart recovers from its disease it moves to the
Hereafter and comes closer to it until it becomes one of its
people; however, when it is ill, it prefers the world, takes it as
his home and becomes among its people. ‘
Another sign of the health of the heart is that it goes on
alerting its owner till he turns and becomes attached to Allah
like a desperate devotee is to his beloved without whom he
cannot survive and does not find comfort or success or joy or

! Ahmad (2/24, 41), Tirmidhi (2333), See Bukhari (6053)
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happiness without. It is in Him that the heart finds
satisfaction and contentment, happiness and joy; its fear and
hope are directed to Him. His remembrance is its nutrition
and strength, His love and desire are its life, delight and
pleasure. To turn to others is its disease and its cure is to
come back to Him. When it returns to Him it finds comfort
and becomes content, its worries and anxiety go away and its
need is fulfilled because there is a deficiency which cannot be
removed except by Allah, and its illness can be cured only by
being sincerely devoted to Him. The heart, therefore, always
alerts the man to turn to his Lord to find peace and
tranquillity.

Some learned scholar said: ‘the people of the world
departed and did not taste the most delicious material of it
He was asked what was that? And he replied: ‘love of Allah,
intimacy with Him, desire to meet Him and the joy of His
remembrance and obedience.’

Some of signs of healthy and submitting heart are as
follows:

* To be perpetually engaged in the remembrance of its
Lord, not to feel tired and not to be involved with
other beings.

*  When its formula of remembrance is missed it feels
pain greater than the pain felt by a man who has lost
his property.

» It ardently desires to serve its Lord like a hungry
person who is desperately looking for food and drink.

" When it starts prayer its worry and concern about the
world disappear and it does not like to leave it. In
prayer it finds comfort, delight and happiness.
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Its concern is about one thing only and that is Allah.
It wants to save its time and not to waste it.

Another sign is that it is more interested to perform
its act properly. It wants to be fully devoted, sincere
and committed and recognize the kindness of Allah
in it and be aware of its negligence. '
Basically the healthy heart is the one whose concern is

A Allah, its love is for Him, all its thoughts and actions

are for Him. It likes to be alone with Him, and relies
fully on Him.

When it receives a command from its Lord, it hurries
to fulfil it. If it faces any trouble it calls upon Him
saying: ‘T am Your weak and incapable servant, and
You are my Lord, the Mighty and Merciful. I will not
have patience unless You grant me strength, and I
will not have power if You do not grant me
capability. There is no resort for me except to You, I
cannot knock at any door except Yours’. In this way
it drops itself before the Almighty and puts its trust in
Him.

If it faces something undesirable, it says: ‘it was a
grace directed to me and a useful medication from an
affectionate doctor,” and if what it likes is turned
away from it, it says: ‘It was an evil which was
removed from me.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

THE TREATMENT OF THE HEART FROM THE
DOMINANCE OF THE SOULONIT

All the illnesses of the heart emerge from the soul. All the
rotten materials descend on it and from there they pass to
other parts of the body. The Messenger of Allah # used to
say in his sermon:
“Praise be to Allah; we seek His help, guidance
and forgiveness; and we seek refuge in Him from

»1

the evils of our souls and from our bad acts.

The Prophet # sought protection from the evil of the soul
and what it produced and the evil consequences of it.

The people of the spiritual path agree that the soul is a
barrier for the heart to reach its Lord. The heart is unable to
reach Him unless the soul is forsaken and overwhelmed by
opposing what it dictates.

People are of two types:

1. Those who become slaves of their soul, which
dominate them and control them;

2. And those who have power over their soul and it
becomes under their command.

!Ahmad (1/392), Tirmidhi (1105)
72



The soul invites to rebellion and preference of the worldly life
while the Lord invites the servant to have fear of Him and
keep the soul away from lust. The heart is between these two
motives, and swings between slavery to the soul or being a
master of the soul, and it is the subject of trial and test.

Allah the Most High describes the soul with three
qualities: the soul at peace, that which incites to evil, and the
self-reproaching soul. When the souls finds peace in Allah
and is satisfied with His remembrance, longs to meet Him
and likes to be close to Him, it is the soul at peace. It is the
one to whom it will be said at the time of death:

2
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“O soul at peace, return to your Lord well pleased
and well pleasing.” (89:27-28)
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This is the soul which found peace with its Lord and His
obedience and remembrance. The tranquil soul has agreed
with Allah as the Lord, with Islam as the religion and with
Muhammad # as the Messenger. It believes that Allah alone
is its Lord, its object of worship and the controller of all its
affairs. It is going to return to Him at the end and it cannot
manage its affairs without Him at all.

The soul behaving oppositely is the one which incites to
evil. It commands man for what it desires from the evil
temptations. It is the source of all evils, if he obeys it, it will
lead him to all bad and undesirable acts. This is its nature
unless Allah shows mercy to it and purifies it to the point
that it starts commanding goodness. This change is the result
of the grace of Allah. Basically the soul has been created
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ignorant and evil deeds make it worse and with righteous
deeds it is covered by the mercy of Allah. If Allah’s grace and
mercy had not surrounded the believers, not a single man
among them would have attained purity. If Allah decides to
make it good, He creates such thoughts and notions in it
~which lead to its reform. If not then it is left on that
condition of ignorance and corruption on which it was
created. This makes it clear that man’s need of his Lord is
above all other needs because if He holds back His bounty,
guidance and support for the period of twinkling of an eye
from him, he would surely perish and be destroyed.

The self-reproaching soul (Nafs al-Lawwamab) is the one
which will blame itself on the Day of Resurrection. The
righteous man will blame his soul for not doing much more
and the bad person will blame it for not giving up the bad
acts.

The soul may command evil and sometimes it may be at
peace and another time it may be self-reproaching. In one
day these three aspects may be seen in it. Its being at peace is
a praiseworthy quality, and commanding evil is a bad quality
and being reproached is divided between good and bad in
accordance with what it reproaches. The purpose here is to
mention the treatment of the soul against the domination of
the commanding soul on it. It can be treated in two ways: by
checking it and by opposing it. If it is not checked and its
dictates are followed then it will lead to the destruction of the
heart. The Prophet # said:

“The clever person is the one who checks his soul

and works for the life after death, and the
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incapable one is he who follows his soul and

makes wishes on Allah.”?

Umar Ibn al-Khattab s said:
“Call your souls for accounting before you are
. taken to account, weigh yourselves before you are
weighed. It will be easier for you tomorrow if you
reckon yourselves today. Prepare for the great
presentation, the day you will be presented and
nothing of you will be hidden.”

Umar # wrote to one of his governors:
“Call yourself for accounting in the situation of
ease before facing difficulty. Whoever checks
himself at the time of ease before facing difficulty,
he will be happy and delighted, and whoever
passed his life carelessly and his dreams kept him
busy, he will face regret and sorrow.”

The seven parts of the body, which are the eyes, the cars, the
mouth, the tongue, the private parts, the hands and the feet
are the cause of destruction and safety. They lead to
destruction if the man does not control them and to safety if
he takes care of them and protects them. Their protection is
the basis of every good and their negligence is the source of
every evil. Allah reminds us in Qur'an:

! Ahmad (4/124), Tirmidhi (2459)
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“Tell the believing men to lower their gaze and

guard their private part: that is purer for them.”
(24:30)
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“Do not follow blindly what you do not know to be
truc; cars, cyes, and hearts, you will be questioned
about all thesc. Do not strut arrogantly about the

earth: you cannot break it open, nor match the
mountain in height.” (17:36-37)
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“O! You who believe! Be mindfil of Allah, and ler
every soul consider carefully what it sends ahead for
tomorrow.” (59:18)

It is required of a believer in Allah and the Day of

Resurrection that he should never neglect calling his soul to
account and checking it in its movements and steps.
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The examination of the soul is to be carried out on two
stages, one before embarking on the act and the second after
it was done.

The first one means that the servant stops with his first
intention and does not proceed to action until it is clear to
him that doing it is better than abandoning it. _

Al-Hasan said: ‘May Allah show mercy to a person who
halts with his intention and looks, if it is for the sake of
Allah, he goes ahead but if it is for others, he leaves it.’

The explanation of this statement is that when the soul
moves for some action and the servant intends to do it, he
halts and checks whether that action was in his power or not.
If it was out of his power, he should not proceed. If it is in
his power, he stops again to see whether doing it is better
than leaving it or the other way round. If he finds that
leaving it is better he should leave it. If he sees that doing it is
better, he halts again to see whether his motive for it is to
acquire the reward of Allah, the Great, or the honour and
praise from the people. If he notices that it is for the sake of
people, he should leave it, and if it is for the sake of Allah, he
should see whether he is getting support from others on
doing it or not. If he does not get support, he should not do
it, but if he has support, he should proceed and he will be
helped. The success is attached to all these matters; if any of
them is missing the man is destined to fail.

This concludes as far as the examination before action
goes.

These are four stages which a person needs to examine his
soul before he embarks on doing something. Not everything
that a person wants to do is in his capacity, what is in his
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capacity is not always good for him to do. Not every good act
which he does is for the sake of Allah, and not in everything
which he does for the sake of Allah he gets support: from
Allah. If a person looks in all theses aspects, he will know
clearly whether what he is going to do is worth doing or not.

The second category of examination which is to be
carried out after the work is done is of three kinds:

The first is to check the soul about an act of obedience in
which it failed to fulfil the right of Allah. It has been
mentioned that the right of Allah in doing good act is
fulfilled by taking care of six matters:

1. Sincerity in doing it;
Honesty;
Following the Prophet in exacting it;
Remembering Allah’s bounty in it;

Realizing His favour in it;
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And admitting his own inefficiency in it.

He has to examine whether he has passed all these stages
successfully.

The second is to reckon his soul about an act which was
better to abandon for him.

The third is to ask why he did that permissible work. Did
he seck the pleasure of Allah and the Hereafter by it? He will
be reaping the profit then, but if he did it for the sake of the
worldly materials then he will be in loss.

The most damaging thing for a person is to neglect his
soul and be relaxed and not to bother to examine it, as it will
lead to destruction. A man, first of all, should take account of
the obligatory matters; if he notices any shortcoming there,
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he should embark on amending it; then he should move to
the prohibited matters; if he realizes that he has committed
anything, he should turn to Allah Almighty in repentance
and do good deeds to erase it. Then he should examine
himself on negligence. If he finds that he has neglected the
duties for which he was created, he should rectify it by
engaging in the remembrance and devotion to Allah. He
should then look in what he has spoken or where he has
walked or what he used his hands for or what he listened to.
Were all these acts for the sake of Allah? What was his
intention in doing it? He should know that for every
movement or word there are two questions: for whom you
did it, and how did you do it? The first is regarding sincerity
and the second concerning the conformity with the teachings

of the Prophet #. Allah said:
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“By your Lord, We will question tlzcm all abour
their deeds.” (15:92-93)
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“We shall certainly question tbwc to Wbom
messengers were sent — and We shall question the
messengers themselves — and We shall recount their
whole story with full knowledge, for We were never
far from them. (7:6-7)
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Qatada said: ‘All the people of earlier and later generations
will be asked about two things: what did you worship, and
what answer did you give to the messengers? That is, they
will be asked about the worship and the deity.

Allah said:
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“On that Day, you will be asked abour your
pleasure.” (102:8)

Al-Tabari commented on this verse by saying: ‘Allah will ask
you about the pleasure you lived in the world: What did you
do in it? How did you achieve it? How did you use it?’

The pleasures about which Allah is going to ask about is
of two kinds:

1. One that was taken from lawful sources and spent in
lawful way, the man will be asked about giving thanks
on it;

2. The second is that which was acquired through illegal
means and consumed in illegal way, he will be asked
about its source and the way it was used.

If the servant is going to be questioned about everything
including his ears, eyes and heart as Allah has said:
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“Eaz:s; eyes and heart, you will be questioned about
all these.” (17:36)
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- then it is better for him to take account of himself before he

is questioned.

In the examination of the soul there are a number of benefits:

Knowledge of its defects; if a man is not aware of the
defects of his soul, he will not be able to remove
them. When he comes to know them he will despise
it. The soul invites to perilous situations, helps the
enemies, strives for every bad matter and follows
every evil. It runs by its nature to the opposite
direction.

‘A’ishah was asked about the following verse:
Lo
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“We gave the Scripture as a heritage to Our chosen

servants: some of them wronged their own souls, some

remained on the middle course and some, by Allah’s
leave, were foremost in good deeds.” (35:32)

She said: ‘“They are in Paradise. Those who were
foremost in good deeds are those who passed away in
the time of the Messenger of Allah #. The Messenger
# confirmed Paradise and provision for them. Those
who are on the middles course are those of his
Companions who followed his footsteps until they
joined him. Those who Wronged their souls are like
me and you.’
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She counted herself among those who were
wrongdoers.

Another good result of self examination is that it
makes a person recognize the right of Allah on him. If
a man does not recognize the right of Allah on him,
his devotion is useless.

It is the most beneficial for the heart to look in the
right of Allah on the servant. That will produce hate
of the soul, keep him away from self conceit and open
the door of humility and submission to the Lord. He
will realize that it is impossible to receive salvation
without the pardon, forgiveness and mercy of Allah.
It is His right to be obeyed and not to be disobeyed, to be
remembered and not to be forgotten and to be thanked
and not to be neglected, If a person considers this right
of his Lord, he will realize beyond doubt that he is
unable to fulfil it as it should be and he is in need of
pardon and forgiveness. If he is left with his acts alone
he will perish. v

If you look at the condition of the majority of the
people, you will find that they are looking at their
right on Allah and do not pay attention to the right
of Allah over them. This led them away from Allah
Almighty, their hearts were covered from His love
and they were barred from the desire of meeting Him
and enjoying His remembrance. This is the climax of
the ignorance of the man about his Lord and himself.

The reckoning of the soul means that the servant

looks first at the right of Allah upon him, then he sees
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whether he has fulfilled it properly. The best
reflection is to think about that because it will move
the heart towards Allah and make it surrender to Him
in submission and humility, showing its need and
poverty even though he may have done as many good
deeds as much as possible.

The benefit of looking at the right of Allah upon
the servant will make him not to give his deeds any
value. If a person takes pride in his deed, it will not
go to Allah.

A man said to a learned person: ‘I stand in my
prayer and cry so much that the plants will grow from
my tears.” The learned man said to him: “To laugh
and confess your mistakes is better for you than
crying and taking pride in your deeds; the prayer of a
person feeling proud does not go up’. Then the man
asked him for advice and the learned man said: ‘Show
indifference to the world and do not compete with its
people. Try to be like the bee, which if eats, eats pure,
and when it delivers, delivers pure; and if it falls on a
twig, it does not break it or harm it. I also advise you
to be sincere to Allah, the Great, like the dog to its
owners; they keep it hungry and push it away yet it
sticks with them and remains sincere to them’.
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CHAPTER TWELVE

THE TREATMENT OF THE ILLNESS OF THE
HEART CAUSED BY SATAN

This topic is very important, yet the later experts on good
behaviour did not deal with it as they dealt with the soul and
its faults and trials. If one looks in the Qur’an and the
Sunnah, one will notice that they take more interest in
dealing with Satan and its tricks than the soul. The
blameworthy and the self-reproaching souls have been
mentioned only once but Satan has been mentioned many
times. A whole chapter was designed for him. The Lord
Almighty warned His servants concerning him more than He
spoke about the soul. That is very logical because the evil and
the corruption of the soul emerge from his whispering. It is the
place of his secret and the station of his obedience. Allah
commanded to seek refuge from him at the time of the
reciting the Qur’an while there is no command to seck refuge
from the evil of the soul except in the sermon of the
Messenger of Allah #. He # joined both together in a prayer
he taught Abu Bakr to say in the morning and the evening:
“O Allah, the Knower of the seen and the unseen,
Creator of the heavens and the earth, the Lord
and the King of everything, I bear witness that
there is no deity except You. I seek refuge in You
from the evil of my soul and the evil of Satan and
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his association of partners with You and from

bringing wrong to myself or to any Muslim.”!

This Hadith includes the two sources of evil and the two
goals they lead to. The sources are the soul and Satan and the
goals are the man himself or his Muslim brothers.

Allah, the Glorious, said:
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“When you recite the Qur'an, seck Allah’s protection
from the outcast Satan. He has no power over those
who believe and put their trust in their Lord; his
power is only over those who ally themselves with
him and those who, because of him, join partners
with Allah.” (16:98-100)

Allah commanded to seck refuge from Satan at the time of
recitation of the Qur’an for the following reasons:

1. The Qur’an is the cure for the heart, and it repels the
whispers, desires and bad thought which Satan puts in it.
It is the cure for the impact of Satan on it. The Almighty
commanded to drive away the source of the illness and

! Tirmidhi (3392), Ahmad (1/9, 10)
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cleanse the heart from it so that the medication finds an
empty place and impacts it.

. The Qur’an is the source of guidance, knowledge and
good for the heart as the water is the source of plants,
while Satan is a fire that burns plants step by step.
Whenever the devil feels the growing of a good plant, he
tries to spoil and burn it. Allah commanded to seek
refuge from him so that Satan is not able to spoil what
the reciter is going to gain by reciting the Qur’an.

. The angels come close to the reader of the Qur'an to
listen to its reading as it happened with Usayd b. Hudayr
who was reading and saw something like a canopy in
which there were objects like lamps; the Prophet # told
him: “they were angels.” Satan is the enemy of the angels,
so the reader is required to ask Allah to keep his enemy
away from him in order to let the angels come and listen.
This is a feast which cannot be attended by both the
angels and Satan.

Satan musters his cavalry and infantry against the reader
of the Qur’an in order to turn him from the objective of
the Book, which is understanding, contemplating and
knowing the message of the Speaker. The devil uses all
his tricks to come between the reader’s heart and the
purpose of the Book. Therefore man is commanded to
take refuge in Allah.

. The reader of the Qur’an is in secret counsel with Allah
Who listens to the beautiful reciter more attentively than
the owner of a songstress to her. Satan’s interest is in
poetry and songs; the reader is required to drive the devil
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away by seeking refuge in Allah when he is engaged in
secret counsel with Him. '

6. Allah, the Great, told us that He did not send a
messenger or a prophet but Satan interfered with his
reading and tried to confuse him. For this reason seeking
refuge of Allah is required.

7. Satan is very much interested in stopping mankind from
any good deed. He once tried to disturb the Prophet # in
his prayer but Allah protected him. He is sitting on the
roads of all good deeds, reading the Qur’an is one thing
in which he is very much interested.

8. Seeking refuge before starting reciting is a sign of reading
the Qur’an. When a person hears the seeking of refuge he
knows that it will be followed by the recitation of the

Qur’an.

These are some of the benefits of the seeking refuge in Allah
Almighty from Satan.

Allah Almighty commanded His Messenger % to keep
away from the evil of devils among the human being by
repelling their bad acts with good deeds, and to drive the evil
of devils from Jinn by seeking refuge of Allah from them. He
directed His servants to repel these two enemies by the easiest
way: by seeking refuge and by turning away from the
ignorant, and paying their bad behaviour with good deeds
and He said that it is granted to those who have been very
fortunate and devoutly patient. Satan has power over those
who obey him and associate partners to Allah. The devil gets
power because of these two reasons. True submission, trust
and sincerity to Allah will protect a man from falling prey to
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Satan while association of partners with Him and similar bad
acts give power to Satan. All this is by the decree of the One
Who holds everything in His hand and undoubtedly He
holds the conclusive argument. If He had wished, He would
have made all the people as one community, but His wisdom
and power did not like it.
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“So praise be to Allah, Lord of the heavens and the
carth, lord of the worlds. True greatness in the
heavens and the earth is rightfully His: He is the
Mighty; the Wisc.” (45:36-37) '
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

TRICKS OF SATAN WHICH HE USES TO LEAD
THE SON OF ADAM ASTRAY

Allah, the Most High, recounted the story of Satan at the
time of the creation of Adam when he was asked to bow
down to Adam, but he refused and argued that he was better
than Adam because he was created by fire while Adam was
created by mud. Allah expelled him from Paradise. Then he
asked Allah to give him respite till the day of resurrection,
which Allah did. The enemy of Allah said:
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“Since You put me in wrong I shall lie in wait for
them all on Your straight path; I will assault them
from before them and behind them, from their right
and their left and You will find that most of them
are ungrateful. ”(7:16-17)

The straight path is the path leading to Allah, the Most High,

and the devil sits in wait for human beings. The Messenger of

Allah #& said:
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“Satan sits in wait for the son of Adam on all his
ways: he sits on the way of Islam and says to him:
‘Are you going to embrace Islam and abandon
your and your forefathers’ religion? The man does
not listen to the devil and accepts Islam. The devil
then sits on the way to emigration and says to the
person who wants to emigrate: ‘Are you going to
emigrate and leave your sky and your earth?” The
emigrant does not obey the devil and carries out
his emigration. Then the devil sits on the path of
jihad — struggle by soul and wealth — and says to
him: ‘Are you going to take part in fighting which
will cause your death and then your woman will

be married by others and your wealth will be
distributed?’” 4

“I shall come to them from before them” is explained by Ibn
Abbas as ‘from the side of the world.” Another explanation is

‘from the side of the Hereafter by driving them to deny the

resurrection and the Heaven and Hell.’

“And from their behind’ means that I will awaken a desire
in the worldly affairs, and another explanation is that I will
create doubt in their mind about the Hereafter.

“From their right’ means that I will confuse them about
their religion and truth, another explanation is that I will
approach them from the good deeds and try to hold them
back from doing them.

4 Ahmad (3/483), Nisa’i (3134)

920



“From their left” means that I will encourage them to
commit sins and allure them to do so.

Shagqiq said: ‘Every morning Satan sits in wait for me on
four check posts: on my front, my back, my right and my left
and tells me: ‘do not be scared; verily Allah is Most
Forgiving, Most Merciful.” Then I read:

(5.131{; Gbo J£3 u;t;gobwbu.d gl
T am Most Forgiving towards those who repent,

believe, do righteous deeds, and stay on right path.”
(20:82)

He frightens me from behind of the loss of those whom I
leave behind and I read to him:
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“There is not a creature that moves on earth but his
provision is Allah’s concern. ” (11:6)

He approaches me from my right with praise so I read:
R ITEw 20
“...and the end is best for righteous.” (7:128)

He approaches me from the left from the side of desires and I
read:
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“A barrier has been placed between them and what
they desire.” (34:54)
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As a matter of fact the human being takes four directions in
his walk: the right, the left, the front and the back. Any of
these directions he takes he will find Satan sitting in wait for
him. If he chooses the path of obedience he will face the devil
there who will try to hold him back or hinder and stop him;
and if he takes the direction of disobedience, he will find the
devil encouraging him, helping and raising all sorts of hopes
in his mind.

The statement of the enemy of Allah: “Then I will come to
them from the front and from the behind’ includes the world
and the hereafter and his saying: “from their right and from
their leff’ includes good and bad deeds, as the angel
appointed to record the good deeds is on the right and he
incites the man to do good deeds, then Satan comes from
that side and holds him from doing them. The angel
recording the bad deeds is on the left side urging man to
avoid bad deeds, but the devil comes from that side and
encourages him to do them. This is the detailed meaning of
his saying:
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“By Your might I will tempt them all.” (38:82)

Allah, glory is to Him, further said:
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“In His place they (idolaters) invoke only female,
and the rebellious Satan, Allah curse him, but he
said: T will certainly take a due portion of Your
servants. I will mislead them and will create vain
desires in them; I will command them to slit the ears
of aattle; I will command them to tamper with the
creation of Allah.” Whoever chooses Satan a patron
instead of Allah is utterly ruined. (Satan) makes
them promises and creates in them false desires, but
Satan’s promises are nothing but delusion. (4:117-
120) |

Satan’s misguidance and raising false hopes are interpreted to
convince people that there is no Heaven or Hell or
resurrection.

It is also said that the devil said that I would lead them
astray and still put in their minds that they would get their
share in the Hereafter.’

Another interpretation is that he says that ‘T will create the
desire of committing sinful acts or will make them believe:
that they will live forever in the ease and thus make them
forget the Hereafter.’

Satan also said that he would command them to slit the
ears of cattle and change the creation of Allah. The meaning
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is that Allah Almighty created His servants on the upright
nature, which is the religion of Islam. He, glory be to Him,
said:
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“So set your face steadily and truly to the faith, in
accordance with the natural disposition which Allah
has instilled in mankind, not allowing any change in
the creation of Allah: this is the right religion,
though most people do not realize it; turning to Him
and be conscious of Him.” (30:30-31)

The Messenger # explained it further by saying:
“No child is born but on natural religion, then his
parents make him Jew or Christian or Magian,
like the animal which gives birth to a whole
animal. Do you see it mutilated? You are the one
who mutilate it.”??

The Prophet # put together the change of the natural
disposition by conversion to Judaism or Christianity and the
change of creation by mutilation. These are two changes
which the devil vowed to effect: change the natural religion

15 Bukhari (1358), Muslim (2658)
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of faith to unbelief and change of the form of the created
object by mutilation and cutting the ear or nose. The first
embodies changing of the essence and the second the changing of

form.
Allah, the Most High, further said:
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“The devil makes promises and raises false hopes.”
(4:120)

His promise comes in the form of putting in the mind of the
human being that his life will be prolonged, he will get his
delight from the world, will be above his colleagues,
dominate his enemies, and the world will be under his
control as it was before him under the control of others. He
creates long hopes in the mind of the man and promises him
all sorts of good results on his committing shirk and sinful
acts, and creates various false hopes, which can never be
materialised.

If one looks at the conditions of most of the people, one
will find that they are attached unconsciously to his promise
and false hopes. His promises are vain, and false hopes which
he raises will never materialise but the contemptible wretched
souls live on his promises and hopes. The devil’s mission is to
incite mankind to get involved in evil work and to prevent
him from doing good deeds.

One of the plots of Satan to mislead mankind is.to make
him do evil deeds putting in his mind that it is good and
beneficial for him. As soon as the man gets involved in it he
deserts him, watches him being trapped in trouble and laughs
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at him. In this way he encourages him to steal, commit
adultery and murder and arranges for his humiliation and
disgrace. This has been portrayed in the Qur’an in the
following verse:
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“Remember Satan made their foul acts scem alluring
to them and said: ‘No one will conquer you today
because I am right beside you,” but when the armies
came within the sight of one another, he turned on
his heel saying: T am dear of you; I see what you do
not, I fear Allah. (And) Allah is severe in His
punishment.” (8:48)

It was at the time when Makkans were preparing to march to
Badr and they feared that Banu Kinana will attack their
families in their absence. The devil appeared in the image of
Suraqah b. Malik and said to them that ‘I guarantee you that
Banu Kinana are not going to raid your families and children
when you are away.” However, when he saw the angels
coming to help the Messenger # and his companions he
abandoned them and ran away.

He did the same with the priest who killed the woman
and her child: he commanded him to commit adultery with
her then told him to kill her, then informed her family and
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exposed him. Later he asked the priest to prostrate to him if
he wanted to be saved, which the priest did. But after all that
he abandoned him and left him alone. This has been alluded
'to in the following verse:
sl 5 BB g e
“Like Satan, who says to man: Do not bcﬁeve: bur
when he disbelieves, he says: I disown you, I fear
Allah, the Lord of the worlds.” (59:16)

This story is not particular to the priest but it applies to all
such people who obey Satan and do not follow the
commands of Allah expecting that the devil will help them.
When the time comes the devil abandons them alone and
goes away. »

Another part of his schemes is to frighten the believers of
his supporters and friends so that they may not launch jihad
against them or engage in carrying out the duty of
commanding what is good and prohibiting what is bad. It is
one of his biggest tricks, which Allah the All-Knowing has

mentioned in His Book. He said:
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It is Satan who prompts you to fear his followers; do
not fear them, but fear Me, if you are true believers.”
(3:175) |
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It depends on the strength of faith in the heart of the servant;
if his faith is strong, he will not be scared of the followers of
Satan, but if his faith is weak, he will fear them.

It is to be remembered that the evil one bewitches the
reason of his victim in order to dupe him. Hardly anyone is
safe from his magic except those whom Allah wills. When the
Devil bewitches the reason of a man, he makes the harmful
acts alluring to him and puts in his minds that they are
beneficial to him; on the other hand he makes good works
look to him as bad and makes him believe that they are
harmful to him. There is no god but Allah! How many
people have been affected by this act of the devil! How many
hearts he deterred from faith, Islam and good acts! He has
presented the falsechood in beautiful form to make it
attractive and made the truth ugly so people turn away from
it. Many clever people were cheated by his counterfeit and
many learned ones were deceived by his spurious schemes.
He enchanted the reasons and divided people into different
groups and circles, led them to the paths of misguidance and
caused them destruction.

He is the one who allured them to worship idols, sever the
bonds of relations, bury alive the daughters, marry mothers,
and promised them to enter Paradise despite their disbelief,
mischief and disobedience. He confused people concerning
the attributes of Allah and encouraged the scholars to
abandon the duty of commanding good and prohibiting bad
with the excuse of being cooperative and friendly to people.
He turned them from following the Messenger of Allah #
and made them obey others in the name of 7aglid i.c. blind
following.
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He was the cause of getting our parents (Adam and Eve)
out from Paradise, and is the friend of Qabil (Cain) when he
killed Habil (Abel). He was with the people of Nuh when
they were drowned, with ‘Ad when they were destroyed by
devastating winds, with the people of Salih when they were
wrecked by a mighty blast, with the people of Lut when they
were made to sink in the ground and were rained upon with
stones, with Pharaoh and his people when they were
drowned, with the worshippers of the calf who suffered from
the consequences of their acts and with Quraysh when they
marched to Badr. As a matter of fact he was with all those
people who were destined to perish and annihilation.

He deceived our father and mother by false swearing that
he was a well wisher to them and he wanted them to abide
forever in the Heaven as the Holy Quran has described
(7:20-22). He knew that when they would eat from the tree
their shame would be exposed to them. They committed a
sin and the sin removed the cover of what is between the
servant and his Lord. This is how the adulterers were shown
to the Messenger # in his dream: naked. Allah has given two
types of garments, one to cover the shame and hidden parts
and the other internal, the garment of tzqwa, which provides
the cover and beauty to the servant. When these garments are
removed from him, his internal and external shame is
exposed.

The devil said to Adam and Eve:
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“Your Lord only forbade that tree to prevent you
becoming angels or immortal.” (7:20).

He knew that they wanted to live forever in Paradise. This is
how -he works with human  beings. He always tries to
approach him from the side which is beloved to him. He has
taught his followers to do the same when they want to
misguide someone. He used all sorts of emphasis in his
statement: swearing, using the agents of affirmation (inna
and /am), and presenting himself as a sincere adviser. This
trick he has passed to his followers when they are after
deceiving the servants of Allah. Look at the hypocrites how
they said to the Prophet # when they met him:
I s ubl NS
“We testify that you are a:rtauz]y the Messenger of
Allah” (63:1)

- using all tools of affirmation. In another place Allah said:
S o g el 1) AT 50l
“They swear by Allah that they are truly of you, but
they are not.” (9:56)

Among his amazing schemes is that he snuffs the soul to see
which of the forces is powerful in it: the force of boldness and
courage or the force of restraint and desistence. If he notices
that the force of restraint and desistence is stronger then he
works on holding him back and curbing his desire and
encouraging him to abandon the duty he is to fulfil or at least
make him not to do it properly. On the other hand if he sees
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the man full of courage and boldness, he works on reducing
the importance of the commanded work and putting in his
mind that it was not enough but he has to do more. In this
way he makes the first person fall behind and the second one
go to the extreme. Some early scholars said that there was no
command from Allah but Satan tries to temper it with one of
the two things: either he will make people neglect it or to go
to excess. He does not care which one he achieves. Most of
the people fall in one of these two trenches; very few being
able to stand on the right path of the Messenger # and his
Companions.

The devil makes some of them neglect the compulsory
parts of purification and others be extravagant by his
whispering. He causes some to refrain from giving out the
obligatory part of money, and causes others to give all that
they have and be dependent on others waiting for their help.
He pushes some to desist from taking enough food and drink
and thus causing harm to their bodies and hearts while makes
others to eat so much that their bodies and hearts suffer.

Some people were deceived by him concerning the
Prophets and Messengers and they treated them with
humiliation and even killed them while others went too far in
their respect that they worshipped them. Some people were
persuaded by him to keep away from people to the extent
that they abandoned attending Friday prayer and other
congregations for good works and meetings for learning while
others joined unjust people and indulged in all sorts of acts of
injustice and wrongdoings. He whispered to some people not
to kill a bird or a goat to eat but he made others shed the
blood of innocent people. Some of his followers were barred
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by him from learning what was useful to them and he made
others to take knowledge their goal without acting according
to it. He inspired some people to live on grass and plants and
others to live on what is prohibited.

Some people were deceived by him and they abandoned
the way of the Messenger # in marriage and drove others to
commit illegal acts to satisfy their desire. He whispered some
people to treat the men of religion and piety harshly and
taught others to go to the extreme in the respect of some to
the extent of worshipping them. He restrained some people
from listening to the people of knowledge at all and on the
other hand made some abide by what they say and declare
lawful and prohibited as they say, and put their opinion
above the statements of the Messenger #%. He put in the
minds of some people that Allah has no power over the acts
of human beings; they do as they will without the will of
Allah, and he made some others believe that it is Allah who
does everything and human beings have no power to do
anything. He made people say unacceptable things about the
attributes of Allah Almighty.

~ Satan plays with the minds of the people by making some
of them to say that the faith of the most corrupt and unjust
person is like the faith of Gabriel and Michael and made
others declare a person as unbeliever if he commits a single
grave sin. Some people were cheated by him and they became
enemies of the household of the Prophet #, fought them and
encroached their inviolability while others went so far that
they claimed that the members of the family of the Prophet
% carried the special features of prophethood, even they
raised them to the status of being God.
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Satan made the Jews reject the Christ and accuse him and
his mother of matters which Allah cleared them from; and he
enticed the Christians to declare him the son of God to be
worshipped together with Allah. He persuaded some people
to present their acts in a beautiful fashion in order to receive
appreciation from them and made some appear to the people
in a bad manner in order to be condemned and they called
themselves Malamatiyyah. The devil made some people
disregard the acts of hearts and consider them futile while he
suggested to others to elevate the actions of hearts to the
highest level and neglect the actions of the limbs.

Among his tricks are vain talks, futile opinions and
confused thoughts which are the rubbish of minds, refuse of
intelligence and the scum which are ejected by dark and
confused hearts, which mix the right with falsehood and
truth with vain. They do not lead to certainty but produce
doubt and perplexity.

Another stratagem of the devil is to cast in the minds of
some people that the words of Allah and His Messenger #
give only external senses and do not lead to certainty which
can only be achieved with logical discussions and
philosophical arguments. In this way he prevents these people
from receiving the guidance and certainty from the niche of
the Quran and turns them to Greek logic and its false
arguments, claiming that these are ancient sciences tested by
time and verified by reason. In this way he succeeded by his -
trick and scheme to take them out of faith and religion.

Another trick of the devil is to inspire strange ideas and
thoughts to the ignorant Sufis and put them on their
tongues, thus opening the vast area of falschood and claims
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and driving them to believe that there is a way beyond the
religious knowledge, which if followed will reveal the realities
without referring to the Qur'an and the Sunnah. To achieve
this quality Satan makes them engage in rigorous exercises of
the souls and difficult disciplines to acquire good moral
qualities and be averse to the people of the world from all
walks and to devote oneself to free the heart from everything
so that the truth can be printed on it without learning. The
reality is that when the heart becomes vacant from the
knowledge brought by the Messenger #, the devil fills it up
with all vain thoughts and makes the person feel that they are
illuminated. When the followers of the Messengers confront
them they say you are the people of external knowledge and
to us belongs the internal illumination; you have the face of
Shari’ah and we have the reality of it; you have the shell and
we have the core. In this way the devil keeps them away from
the Book and the Sunnah and makes them live in their
imaginations, which they consider inspirations and
illumination, and believe that they are the realities which are
not in need of cross checking with the Quran and the
traditions of the Prophet .

Among Satan’s cunning ways is that he invites the servant
by his nice behaviour, cheerful face and happy manners to a
number of sinful and immoral acts. The servant meets
someone whom Satan realises may take him out of his bad
character by scolding and turning away from him, so he
drives him to be kind to him and be friendly to him. Here
Satan tricks a man through his nice manner and good
behaviour. That is why the experts of the heart advise us to
keep away from the people of innovations, not to meet them
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with happy faces and not to greet them either. They also
recommend not encountering the women and beardless
young men with cheerfulness as there is a danger of
seduction. The evil one urges a noble man to show a gloomy
face to the needy and poor and not to meet them with a
smiling and happy face, which may encourage them to expect
your help. He in this way deprives you of the good prayer of
those people and turns them away from you. He does
everything to drag you from doing good and pushes you to

do bad. This is his mission. |

One of his plans is to put in your mind to honour yourself
and keep away from such matters where humbleness and
degradation of the soul are appreciated by Allah such as
waging war against the unbelievers and hypocrites and
commanding the powerful unjust people what is good and
prohibiting what is bad. He suggests that by doing such
things you are exposing yourself for criticism, humiliation
and disparagement, which will result in losing your status in
the society. On the other hand he orders you to humble and
debase yourself where your dignity and honour are to be
seen. He will like you to surrender to the people of power
and disgrace yourself to them, and creates feeling in your
mind that by doing that you are raising your status and
position.

Satan deceives people by suggesting to them to stay in the
mosque, or ribat or zawiyah and not to leave it, saying that if
you go out you will degrade yourself to the people and your
respect will disappear from their hearts. The evil one has
hidden a wicked objective which is to create arrogance and
self conceit and disdain of the people in your mind under the

105



pretext of safeguarding honour and protecting status. He
wants his victim to be visited and not to visit others, and feels
happy when dignitaries visit him, and people gather in his
place and kiss his hand. When a person is deceived, he
neglects the obligatory and recommended acts which bring
him near to Allah and engages in what can bring him near
the people.

The Messenger of Allah # used to go out to the market,
buy his commodities and carry them himself. Abu Bakr 4
used to go to the market carrying clothes, and engaged in
selling and buying. Once Abdullah bin Salam & was seen
carrying a bundle of wood on his head and was asked: “What
makes you do that when Allah has made you rich?” He
replied: ‘T wanted to remove the feeling of arrogance from
me, because I heard the Messenger of Allah #£ saying:

“No servant who has an atom’s weight of
arrogance in his heart will go to Paradise.”’®

Abu Hurayrah # used to carry wood and other things by
himself, when he was the governor of Madinah, and say:
‘Give way to your governor; give way to your governor!’

Once ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab # went out walking for
some work, then felt tired, and saw a boy on a donkey; he
said to him: ‘Carry me, boy, I feel tired’ The boy
dismounted and said: ‘Commander of the faithful, come,
ride.” He said: ‘No, you ride first and I will sit behind you.’
They rode and entered the city and the people saw them.

16 Abdullah b. Ahmad in al-Zuhd (182) Tabarani in al-Kabir (13/147)
106



The devil deceives some people to encourage them to
make people kiss their hand and rub it, extolling them and
asking them to give blessing until they start feeling above
others and harbour arrogance. If they are told that you were
the pegs of the carth and through them calamities are
removed, they consider it the truth. It may be said to one of
them that his favour is sought to ask Allah and He is
implored through him and his honour in order to fulfil the
needs, which makes him very pleased. If he notices an
aversion from someone or lack of interest, he grumbles and
feels bad inside his heart. All this is the cause of destruction
for the man. Such a person is worse than those who are
involved in grave sins. ' ’

Satan cheats the people of zuhd who retire to seclusion by
following their thought and instinct without reference to the
teachings of the Shariah. They claim that when the heart is
secured by Allah, all its thoughts and ideas will be protected
from error. This is the greatest trick of the Devil because
thoughts and ideas come from three sources: Allah, the Most
Merciful, Satan and the soul. No matter how far a person
has reached in his devotion and worship still his Satan and
his soul are with him; they do not part him till his death, and
the evil one runs in him like blood in the veins. Only the
Messengers, Allah’s blessing and peace be on them, are
protected from him because they are the emissaries of Allah
to His servants to pass His commands and prohibitions to
them; all other people are subject to making mistakes. But
these ignorant people make their thoughts and instincts as
judge over the Book and the Sunnah and say: ‘my heart told
me from my Lord’. They further say that we receive directly
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from the Living One Who never dies while you are taking
from the intermediary. This is pure unbelief. One of them
was asked to go to learn from Abd al-Razzaq and he said:
“What does a person achieve by learning from Abd al-Razzaq
when he learns from the Creator King?’

Whosoever thinks that he can rely on his instincts and
ideas leaving aside what the Prophet has brought, he is a pure
unbeliever. The Companions and those who followed them
devoted themselves to what they found in the Book and the
~ Sunnah.

Abu Yazid said: ‘If you see a man gifted with miracles
flying in the air, do not be deceived by him until you see how
he deals with the commands and prohibitions.’

Al-Junayd said: ‘Our way is tied with the basic sources:
the Book and the Sunnah; whoever does not read the Book,
write the Hadith and learn the figh cannot be followed.’

Many other scholars and thinkers of the past have said
similar things.

Satan incites some of the people to stick to one type of
dress, special appearance and a particular way of walking and
to follow one particular Shaikh and a particular order. He
makes them abide by these things like obligatory duties. They
do not depart from these fixed routines and condemn anyone
who abandons them. Some of them take a specific place for
prayer; he does not pray in any other place while the
Messenger of Allah # has forbidden taking a special place for
prayer like the camel chooses its place. You may find that one
of them prays only on a carpet whereas the Messenger #
never prayed on carpet. No carpet was ever spread for him,
but he used to pray on the ground and sometimes he
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prostrated in the mud. He used to pray on a mat or anything
which was available to him otherwise he prayed on the
ground.

These people created a new brand of religion and abided
by it. The way of the Prophet # does not match with their
way. He did not have a particular dress, but put on a shirt or
a cloak or a wrapper and robe as was available; he mounted a
camel alone or with someone behind him on it, he rode a
horse with saddle and without it, he also rode a donkey. He
ate what was available sitting on the ground or on a mat or a
rug; walked alone or with his Companions. In short he did
not have a special way of doing things as these people do.

The Devil affects many ignorant people concerning
making intention for ablution and prayer, with his
whispering, and he leads them away from the way of
Messenger # and causes them much confusion. The Prophet
% used to consume little water for his bath and ablution
while these people need a big quantity of water for them.
They justify excess use of water by precaution and claim that
they want to be certain that everything was done properly.
The followers of the Sunnah of the Messenger # say to them
that Allah, the Most High has commanded the Muslims to
follow the Prophet #. He said:
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“The Messenger of Allah is an excellent model for
those of you.who put their trust in Allah and the

Last Day.” (33:21).
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He also said:
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“Say: If you love Allah, follow me, and Allah will
love you.” (3:31)

He also said:
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“This is my path, leading straight, so follow it, and
do nor follow other ways: they will lead you away

from it. This is what He commands you to do, so
that you may be righteous.” (7:153)

This straight path which Allah commanded us to follow is
the only path which was taken by the Messenger of Allah #
and his Companions, any other path is wrong no matter who
has set it. Anyone who turns away from the way of the
Messenger # is a neglectful transgressor or a person who uses
his reasoning to interpret the text or an ignorant imitator.
They are to be treated according to their intentions and their
efforts in following the commands of Allah and His
Messenger # and accordingly they may be punished or
forgiven or rewarded.

Let us describe the way of the Messenger # and his
Companions which will clarify the matter to be followed.
~ The first thing is to be noted that Islam prohibits extremism,
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transgression of the limits and exaggeration, and asserts that

the basis of the religion is moderation and abiding by the
Sunnah. Allah said:
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“People of the Book, do not go to excess in your
religion.” (4:171)
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“These are the bounds set by Allah, do not overstep
them.” (2:229)
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" “Do not overstep the limits, Allah does not love those
who overstep the limits.” (2:190)

T2 ) 155,054
“Do not waste by excess, Allah does not like wasteful
people.” (6:141)

o

N DAL AP A I P <
. ~,—1.;\.‘Z.’.~J|L,¢$’Y;M/1 ‘%‘-"){QJ\'G)('KU‘}QJ‘

“Call on your Lord humbly and privately, He does
not like those who transgress His bounds.” (7:55)

The Messenger # said:
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“Avoid going to excess in religion. The people
before you were destroyed by their

exaggeration.” 7

He also said:
“Do not be harsh to yourselves, lest Allah be harsh

to you. It happened to some people who adopted
the harsh way and Allah treated them harshly.”®

- Exaggeration and being harsh here means to try to do more
than is required.

Satan inserts doubts in people by whispering concerning
their performance of religious duties. He succeeded in
diverting them from following the Prophet # and his
Companions to his suggestions to the extent that one of them
thinks that if he performs ablution and prayer as the
Messenger # did, his ablution and prayer will not be valid. If
he follows the way of the Prophet # in eating with children
or sharing food with common people, he becomes filthy and
has to wash his hand and mouth seven times as though a dog
has put his mouth in food. They behave like crazy people. If
someone wants to get rid of this trouble, he should realise
that it is in the following of the Messenger # that his success
lies.

The devil traps many such people in going to extremes in
ablution and prayer. They use extra water while the
Messenger # used one ‘mudd’ for ablution and one ‘saa’ for

17 Ahmad (1/215, 347), Nisa'i (3057, 3059)
18 Abu Ya’la (2427, 2472), Tabarani in Kabir (12/156)
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bathing. They are also in doubt concerning their ablution
being broken while the Messenger # said:
“If one of you fecls some movement in his
stomach and he is not sure whether he has broken
wind, he should not go out of the mosque unless
he hears a sound or finds some smell.”?*

There are many things which the Messenger % made easy but
these confused people made them difficult. He for example
walked barefooted and then prayed without washing his feet.
There are many incidents in this regard reported from him
and his Companions. It is also established by the Sunnah that
if the lower of the socks was touched by impurity, it is
enough to rub it on the ground and go ahead in prayer.
These confused people do not follow these easy steps. They
do not like to offer the prayer with the shoes on while the
Prophet # did it. He performed prayer in any place he was
except the grave yard, bathrooms and camel enclosures. He
declared:

“All the earth has been made mosque and pure for

me. Any member of my community should pray

anywhere the time of prayer comes.”?

This is the way of the Messenger of Allah # but these people
do not pray except on a rug which is spread over a carpet,
which is laid on a mat on which a handkerchief is put. He
does not walk on the mat or carpet but jumps over them like

a bird.

1 Muslim (362)
2 Bukhari (335), Muslim (521)
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There are many other matters in which the Messenger #
followed the easiest way but these people create problems for
themselves and others. Another important way of the Prophet
#% was that he accepted the invitation from anyone and
joined him in eating. He ate the food of the Jews and the
Muslims and Muslims should follow his Sunnah in this
respect. It is reported that Umar ordered the Christians in the
areas under the control of the Muslims to host a Muslim
travelling through their land.

The Messenger # declared:

“I was sent with easy and straight religion.”*

He combined straightness and easiness together. The religion
is straight in tawhid, casy in deeds. The opposite of these two
are shirk and declaring unlawful what is permissible. He
condemned those who are fanatics.

Abdullah ibn Mas'ud # said: “Whoever among you
intends to follow a way, let him follow the way of those who
have passed away because the living person is a target of trial.
These are the Companions of the Messenger of Allah # who
were the best of this community. Their hearts were clean,
their knowledge was superb and they were not pretenders.
Allah chose them to stay with His Prophet # and to keep His
religion intact. Acknowledge their superiority and follow
their way because they were on the straight path.’

Umar ibn Al-Khattab 4 is reported to have said: ‘“The

ways to follow are set for you and obligatory duties are

21 (Ahmad (5/266)
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assigned to you. You are left on a clear path unless you divert
people to the left or right.’ |
One of the greatest schemes of Satan by which he trapped
many people was his inspiration to his friends and followers
to get involved in the veneration of the graves. He promoted
the idea until those who were inside them were worshipped;
their graves were made shrines and places of worship; and the
images of those inside them were made and worshipped
besides Allah. This was a trick which worked with many
people and only those were saved whom Allah helped. This
great evil started with the people of Nuh as Allah Almighty
has informed us in His Book.
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‘Nuh said: My Lord, they have disobeyed me and
followed thase whose wealth and children only
increase their loss, and they devised a tremendous
plot. They said: Do not renounce your gods; do not
renounce Wadd, Suwa’, Yaghuth, Ya’uq or Nasr.
They have led many astray. ” (71:21-24)

It is said that these were good people of the community of
Nuh; when they died their followers thought of making their
images in order to remember them and fulfil their duties of
worship. So, they made images for them. After they had died
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the devil approached their descendents and told them to
worship them which they did. That is how idol worship
started.

These people combined two tribulations: (a) that of graves
and (b) that of statues, which are alluded to in the Hadith
reported by ‘A’isha we who said:

“Umm Salmah told the Messenger of Allah
about a church in the land of Abyssinia called
Maria. She described the images in it and the
Prophet ¥ said: “They are the people who, when a
righteous man among them died, would erect a
mosque on his grave, and put these images in it.
They are the worst creature of Allah.””?? '

As you can see the cause of the worship of those people was
the veneration of their graves which led to making images
and then worshipping them. It shows the wisdom behind the
prohibition of building the mosques on the graves. This act
has led many communities to fall in the greater shirk or at
least in the lesser shirk. It is easier to commit shirk by the
grave of a righteous man than to submit to a wood or stone.
You may see many those who associate partners to Allah
imploring, showing humility and worshipping them by their
hearts in a way which they do not do in the houses of Allah! |
Some of them even bow down to them and expect to get
blessing by calling upon them much more earnestly than they
do in the mosques.

22 Bukhari (434), Muslim (528)
116



Because of this serious result the Prophet # eradicated the
root of this practice by prohibiting the performance of prayer
in the graveyards even though the intention of the person
who is performing the prayer is not to achieve any additional
reward. The Messenger # cursed the Jews and the Christians
for taking the graves of their prophets as mosques and he
warned his community not to do it with his grave. He also
prohibited his community to make his grave as a place of
celebration and feast. He did it to close the door of deviation
from the right course and drifting to shirk, association of
other objects with Allah.

The Messenger of Allah # warned his community against
taking his grave as a place of festivity or mosque and lighting
candles on them. Some people claim that the Messenger of
Allah # prohibited prayer in the graveyard because of its
impurity. Their claim is false and far away from the aims and
objectives of the Messenger #.

This claim is unfounded for the following reasons:

1. The reports concerning the prohibition of the prayer
in the grave yard do not make difference between a
new grave or the old one which was unearthed.

2. The Messenger # cursed the Jews and the Christians
for taking the graves of their prophets as the mosques
and it is known that it was not because of their
impurity. The graves of the prophets are the cleanest
places; there being no way of impurity passing to
them. Allah, the Great, has forbidden the earth to
consume the bodies of the prophets; they are
protected in their graves.

3. He # prohibited performing prayer facing them.
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. He # said that all places on earth were a mosque
except the graveyard and bathroom. If it were for the
reason of impurity the toilets, slaughter houses, etc.
would have been included with the graveyard.

. The site where the mosque of the Prophet # stands
was the graveyard of the polytheists. He ordered the
graves to be excavated and build the mosque there.
He did not order to move the dust but levelled it and
erected the mosque on it.

. The danger of shirk by making prayer in the
graveyard and resemblance with the worshippers of
idols is greater than the evil of prayer after asr or fajr
prayers. If that has been prohibited for the reason of
removing the resemblance, which may not occur to
the person who performs the prayer at those times,
then what about this act which resembles shirk by
calling upon the dead, secking from them the
fulfilment of needs and believing that prayer near
their grave is better than in the mosque? This act is in
clear opposition of the teachings of Allah and His
Messenger #£.

. If the reason of prohibiting taking the graveyard as
mosque was its impurity, it would have been removed
by cleaning and purifying it with pure mud. But it
was not applied by anyone.

. The Messenger # put those who take the graves as
mosque and those who light candles on them
together in his curse. It means that both acts are grave
sins. Acts cursed by the Messenger # are serious sins.
It is obvious that lighting candles on the graves is
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done to show respect to them. It is similar to taking
them as the place of worship; and it is not connected
with impurity.

. The Messenger # prayed to Allah saying:

“Do not make my grave as an idol to ‘be
worshipped. Allah’s anger is severe on those who
take the graves of the prophets as a mosque.”

It is clear that the curse of the Prophet # was mainly
for the reason of taking the graves as place of worship.
Whoever has knowledge of shirk, its causes and
sources, and understands the aims and objectives of
the Messenger # will certainly realise that his
prohibition of prayer at the grave is not because of its
impurity but because of its leading to shirk, which is
the ultimate fate of those who disobey the Prophet
%, they do what he has prohibited, follow their
desire, do not have the fear of Allah and are unable to
realise the testimony of ‘there is no god but Allah’.

The Prophet # intended to protect the arena of tawhid from
the encroachment of shirk and keep it pure. He showed his

anger over those, who turn from his Lord to others.

However, the polytheists were determined to disobey his
order and do what he has forbidden. They fell prey to the

tricks of Satan who deceived them by putting in their minds

that making the graves of religious and pious people as

shrines and places of worship is showing respect to them,

2 Malik (414), Ahmad (2/246)
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which will bring them closer to them and turn away from
their enemies. :

The idolaters of Makkah celebrated festivals on particular
days and particular places. Islam cancelled them and
established instead two festivals of ‘Id al-fitr, which comes at
the end of Ramadan, the fasting month, and ‘Id al-adha
which is connected with the pilgrimage. It relocated the
places and fixed the House of Allah, the Ka’bah, ‘Arafat,
Mina and other holy places. To take the graves as the places
of festivity is part of the polytheists’ practice, which were in
the pre-Islamic days and were abolished by Islam. The
Messenger # stated:

“Do not turn your houses in to graves, and do not
take my grave a place of festivity. Sent blessing on
me, your blessing will reach me from anywhere
you are.”?*

Taking graves as places of feasting, celebration and frequent
visit of them involves a number of evils. It leads one to face
them for prayers, to go round them, kiss and rub the cheek
with them, and to cover the face with their dust. The people
who visit them ask those inside them to fulfil their needs,
grant them children and provision, help them in getting over
their problems and remove all their worries and troubles as
the worshippers of idols ask their gods.

If you happen to see these people who go to extremes in
veneration of the grave you will find that when they approach
a grave they dismount and start kissing the ground, yelling

%4 Abu Dawud (2044), Ahmad (2/367)
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and crying. They feel that they have done better than the
pilgrims. When they come nearer they perform two rakab
prayer at the grave and think that they achieved more reward
than those who perform prayer facing the gibla. They bow
down and prostrate around the grave seeking the bounty and
pleasure of the man buried inside, and in this way they obey
Satan and violate the order of Allah. They carry out all the
rites which are performed near the Ka'bah by the pilgrims.
They offer sacrifice, and shave their heads after completing
the rituals. When they finish, they congratulate one another
as the pilgrims do. If a person compares what the Messenger
of Allah # taught concerning graves, and what his
Companions did; and what these people are doing, he will
realise the complete contradiction between them.

The Messenger # prohibited performing prayer to the
graves, and these people pray to them. He ordered not to take
the graves as the place of worship and they erect mosques
near them; he prohibited to light candles over them, but they
make endowment for the candles; he forbade taking them as
a place of feasting and celebration and they gather there to
celebrate and perform rituals. The Prophet # ordered to level
the graves and these people erect buildings and domes on
them; he forbade raising constructions on the graves using
bricks and plaster and decorating and writing on them, and
they build domes using all sorts of materials, decorating and
writing verses from the Qur'an. All they do is in direct
violation of what the Messenger of Allah #£ has taught.

Their actions at the graves contain a very serious matter
and that is to undermine the sumnah and promote
innovation. The Messenger # instructed his followers to visit
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the graves in order to remember death and what will follow,
then to seek mercy and forgiveness of Allah for the person
buried inside, and thus doing a favour to the deceased and to
himself as well, but these people turned the matter upside
down and made the purpose of visiting to associate those
dead ones with Allah by secking their help and asking them
to fulfil their needs and protect them from disasters and
calamities.

Consider the difference between what the Messenger %
instructed concerning the visit of the graves and what these
people do. Their behaviour involves unlimited evils. Some of
them are mentioned below:

1. Showing respect to them;

2. Taking them a place of festival;

3. Travelling to them;

4. Performing acts which the worshippers of idols do
such as staying around them, hanging curtains over
them, considering staying around them better than
staying in the sacred mosque in Makkah;

N

Dedicating offerings for them and their keepers;

6. Believing like idolaters that those in the graves are
capable of removing their troubles, giving them
victory over their enemies, bringing them rain and
fulfilling all their needs.

7. They deserve the curse of Allah and His Messenger %

which is due to those who take graves as place of

worship and light candles on them. What they do is
opposite to what the Messenger of Allah #
recommended concerning the visit of the graves. He
taught that the visit of the graves to remind the visitor
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10.

11.

12.

of the Hereafter and to ask for Allah’s forgiveness for
the deceased.

The Prophet # taught his Companions to say when
they visit the grave: “Peace be on you, the residents of
the houses. May Allah forgive you and us. You are our
predecessors and we are going to join you.” But these
people turned everything upside down; and made the
purpose of visit to seck the blessing of the dead and
implore him to fulfil their needs and help them in
their problems.

Another evil is to practicé the greater shirk by calling
upon them. Their actions cause discomfort to those
who are buried in them.

Another evil is that these people imitate the Jews and
the Christians in what they do. They bluntly oppose
Allah and His Messenger # and violate their
commandments. They eradicate the Sunnah and
promote innovations.

Their behaviour involves reducing the status of the
mosques in comparison to the graves, a matter that
goes against the teachings of Islam.

It also involves destruction of the mosques and
promoting the shrines, which is in direct opposition
of what Allah’s religion requires.

The Devil also deceives the people by setting up stones and

idols for worship and encouraging them to use arrows for

divination and ascertaining the right time and course to do

certain things in order to turn them from putting their

confidence in Allah the All-Knowing and the Most Powerful.
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Allah Almighty ordered His servants. to keep away from

such practices, He said:
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“O those who believe, intoxicants and gambling,
idols and divination with arrows are repugnant acts
of Satan’s handiwork, shun them so that you may

prosper.” (5:90)

Idols (ansab) refer to any object which is set up to be
worshipped besides Allah whether it is a stone, a tree, a grave
or any other object. It is said that there were stones around
the Ka’bah on which the people of Jahiliyya used to sacrifice
their animals and spread meat on them. They respected them
and bowed down to them.

Azlam were arrows the Arabs used to find out the right
course in what the intended to do. Those people were put on
trial by these two objects: idols for worship and arrows for
finding out what is in future.

Whatever Satan has set up' to misguide people to worship
must be eradicated. That is why the Prophet % ordered all
the high graves to be levelled and the idols to be destroyed.

Abu ‘-Hayyaj al-Asadi related: ‘Ali ibn Abu Talib & said
to me:

‘Should I not send you to do what the Messenger
of Allah # sent me to do? He told me not to spare
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any statue but to destroy it and any grave but to
level it.’%

Following the Prophet’s line, ‘Umar cut the tree under which
the Messenger # took the pledge on the occasion of
Hudaybiyya because he noticed that people visited it and
performed prayer under it. The Prophet % demolished the
mosque of Dirar, because it was built to create confusion
among the Muslims. Now it is obligatory for the Muslims
especially those in authority to demolish any dome or
building or mosque erected on the graves because the
Mf:ssenger # has prohibited that and cursed those who do it.

In the same way all the candles and lamps on the graves must

‘be removed. Any object visited by the people with the

intention of getting blessing must be eradicated.

Satan persuades the people to honour the grave of a
person who was respected by them and litte by little moves
them to take it as an object of worship and puts in the minds
of those who visit it that it is a holy place and the man inside
it is capable of removing the troubles and distresses, so call
upon him. He also makes them believe that anyone who tries
to stop them from secking help from them is an enemy of
that respectful person and attempts to undermine his
position; and he must be stopped. So, they hate him and
declare him as unbeliever and go as far as to kill him.

It must be clear to the people that stopping the masses
from taking a grave as a place of worship and erecting a dome
on it, visiting it as a holy place and asking the person inside it

% Muslim (969)
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to fulfil their need is the duty of all those who follow the path
of tawhid, believe in the power of Allah and follow the
Sunnah of the Prophet #. This act is in no way to reduce the
importance of the good works which the dead person may
have done during his life time.

A question may be asked here: how do the worshippers of
the grave fall in this trap when they know that the persons
buried in them are dead and have no power to cause any
benefit or harm to anyone?

The answer is that there are a number of things which
made them to be deceived:

The first is the lack of the real understanding of the
mission with which Allah sent His last Messenger and all
other Messengers, and that is the establishment of the
principle of tawhid and eradicate all roots of shirk. Since these
people did not understand it they became prey to Satan and
could not resist his call.

Secondly, there are some false prophetic sayings fabricated
by the party of the devil, which they circulate and which run
opposite to what the Prophet # taught. For example “When
you feel incapable of solving your problems, then turn to the
people of graves”; and “If one of you has good opinion about
a stone, it will help him.” These statements are forged and
contradict the message of the Prophet #.

Thirdly, false stories which are recounted about those
graves, for example it is said that a man visited a grave and
asked for the removal of his problems which was done, and
similar rumours. It is the trick of Satan by which he makes a
person believe that supplication at a grave is better than
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praying in the mosque or making supplication in the house
in the morning. '

When this is established in their minds, Satan moves them
to the next step of praying to him and swearing by him for
Allah to fulfil his need since Allah is greater than to be
approached by any of His creatures directly. When the devil
succeeds in this stage, he moves the man to take the grave as
an idol to be worshipped and honoured. The next stage in
the scheme of the devil is to call people to honour and
worship the buried person and take his grave a place of
celebration, putting in their minds that it is good for them in
this world and the hereafter.

Let us clearly show the differences between the visit of the
grave by a believer and by a polytheist. The visiting of graves
by the people of tawhid has the following objectives:

1. To remember the Hereafter and learn a lesson; this is
what the Messenger # said:
“Visit the graves as it will remind you of the
. Hereafter.”?

2. To do favour to the dead by visiting him and offering
him the gift of prayer and giving charity in his name
the reward of which will reach him.

3. The visitor does a good act for himself by following

the Sunnah and not going beyond what he is asked to
do.

26 Ahmad (1/145)
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On the other hand the visit of a polytheist is taken from the
worshippers of idols. They believe that the soul of the dead
person is close to Allah, Who showers His favour on him,
and when someone visits him that favour passes to him as
well, and the visitor will benefit from his intercession. The
Qur’an is full of rejection and condemnation of this view.
Allah says that intercession belongs to Him alone; nobody
else has power to intercede for others until Allah grants him
permission.

The evil one traps many of those who have little
knowledge and religious awareness by music, songs, whistling
and clapping which block the hearts from the Qur’an and
turn them to disobedience and rebellion. These are the
deceptions of the devil and a thick veil on the hearts of
ignorant ones from the Merciful Allah. Through them Satan
makes the evil lover achieve what he intends from his
beloved. Satan has made his followers so deeply involved in
them that they lose their senses while listening to them. You
will see them moving with the tune like intoxicated people
and tearing their dresses. They spend their money in this vain
act and dance going round and round like a donkey around
its axis. The devil makes them obsessed with this type of fun
and to take their religion as amusement; and the musical
instruments of Satan are more exciting to them than the
- verses of the Quran. Actually music and singing are very

effective tools of Satan for turning the people from engaging
“in the acts of worship and reading and listening to the
Qur’an. He makes those who are under his influence thrill on
the sound of music sometimes reaching the stage of ecstasy,
their eyes being fixed, their feet moving, their hearts
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throbbing and their breaths rising; things which are not seen
when the words of Allah the Most High are recited.

Because of this negative impact of music most scholars of
Islam consider music unlawful. They quote the following
verse:
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“There are among people that who buys playful talk
to lead others astray, from the path of Allah, without
knowledge, and to hold it up to ridicule. There will
be humiliating torment for him. When Our verses
are recited to him, he turns away disdainfully as if
he had nor heard them, as if there were heaviness in
his ears. Tell him that there will be a painful
torment for him.” (31:6-7)

Most commentators explained the ‘playful talk’ as singing. It
sows the seed of hypocrisy in the heart and stops a man from
listening to the Quran and following its teachings. The
Qur’an calls people to modesty and chastity and orders them
to keep away from following their lust and Satan’s footsteps
while Satan encourages them to do the opposite. He incites
the desires in the mind and drives people to be involved in all
sorts of sinful acts. It is noted that a man of reason and
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dignity loses his dignity and soberness after listening to music

and starts behaving like an intoxicated person.

Singing is given different names:

1.

The first is ‘playful talk’ ‘labw al-hadith’ which has
been mentioned;

The second name is ‘al-zur;

The third is ‘al-laghw’. Allah Almighty described His

beloved servants saying:
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“They do not witness vanity and when they pass
by senscless play, pass by with dignity.” (25:72)

‘Vanity’ and ‘senseless play’ have been interpreted as
music.

Falsehood, an opposite of truth includes a non-
existent object or an existing one, the harm of which
is greater than the benefit. In the second category fall
disbelief, disobedience and singing. Ibn Abbas 4
asserted that singing was falsehood.

5. Whlsthng and clapping. Allah said:

Z
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“Their prayer before the House is nothing but
whistling and clapping.” (8:35)

The reference is to the action of Quraysh when they
went round the Ka’bah.
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6.

7.

The spell of adultery. This name was given to singing
by al-Fudayl b. ‘Tyad.

Germinator of hypocrisy. Abdullah ibn Mas’ud said:
‘Singing germinates hypocrisy in the heart as water
germinates the plant, whereas remembrance of Allah
generates faith in the heart of a believer.’

It is true that singing colours the heart by
distracting and deters it from understanding and
contemplation of Qur’an and following its teachings.
The Qur’an and singing cannot come together in the
heart of a person because they are opposite of one
another. The Quran prohibits following desires and
commands decency, avoiding the dictates of the soul
and keeping away from the footsteps of Satan.
Singing on the other hand promotes the opposite of
that: it stirs the soul to vain desires and moves it to
every attractive male or female. It resembles wine in
this respect. Their impact on the people cannot be
denied. You may see a man with the signs of dignity,
intelligence, light of faith and the delight of the
Qur’an, but when he listens to music and songs, he is
infatuated by it and his intelligence reduces, his
decency disappears and his sobriety goes away. His
Satan is pleased and his faith complains to Allah
Almighty about his behaviour. One of the experts
said: ‘Listening to music generates hypocrisy in some
people, obstinacy in others, denial of truth in some,
immorality in others and frivolity in some.’

The real essence of hypocrisy is the contradiction
of the outward with the inward. The man involved in
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listening music is between two options: be shameless
and immoral show piety and in the end be exposed.
Such a person demonstrates faith 'in Allah and the
Hereafter but his heart is boiling with the desire and
love of such things which Allah and His Messenger #
- dislike. His heart is full of love of music and is empty
from what Allah and His Messenger # love. This is
pure hypocrisy.

Faith consists of both confession and action:
confession of truth and action of obedience. This can
be developed by remembrance of Allah and recitation
of the Qur'an. Hypocrisy on the other hand is
utterance of falsehood and actions of disobedience,
which are produced by music and singing. One of the
signs of hypocrisy is to remember Allab little and show
laziness in performing the prayers. You may find those
who are fascinated by music demonstrate laziness
towards salah. Hypocrisy is based on lies and songs
are the biggest lies of poetry. It presents immoral
things as good and vice versa. Hypocrisy is also
cheating, deception and scheming and songs are
based on all of these things.

. The Qur'an of Satan. This name was given by the
followers. There is a prophetic tradition in this regard
but it is not authentic: The Méssengcr # said, “When
the devil was cast down to earth he said: ‘My Lord,
since You have cast me down to earth and made me
outcast so give me a house.” Allah replied: “Your
house is bathroom.” The devil then asked for an
assembly place and he was told that markets and
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crossroads were his assembly places. He asked for
food and was told that it was anything on which
Allah’s name is not mentioned. On the request for
drink he was told that it was all intoxicating drinks.
He wanted a caller and was given single-pipe. He
requested for a Quran and was told that it was
poetry. He asked for a book and was given tattoo. He
asked for narration and was given telling a lie. He
asked for m¢ss€ngers a,nd. was told that they were
soothsayers. Lastly he asked for traps and was told to

use women.”?’

9. Foolish sound. , .

10. Immoral sound. These two names were given by the
Messenger # as reported by Jabir who said:
“The Messenger # left in the company of Abd al-
Rahman ibn ‘Awf to see his son Ibrahim who was
on the brink of death. The Messenger held him in -
his lap and his eyes were filled with tears. Abd al-
Rahman said to him: ‘Are you crying while you
order people not to do so?” The Prophet # said: “I
did not forbid crying. I forbade two foolish and
immoral sounds: the sound of song and musical
instruments of Satan and the sound of screaming
at the time of affliction accompanied with
scratching of the faces, tearing of the garments
and yelling. This one is mercy and the one who
does not show mercy will not receive mercy. Were
it not a true matter and a genuine promise and the

% Ibn Abi I-Dunya (43) Tabarani in Kabir (8/207)
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fact that our later generation is going to join the

former one, we would have demonstrated higher

grief over you (Ibrahim). We are distressed over

you (your death). The eyes shed tears and the

heart suffers from agony, but we will not say

anything that will cause the anger of our Lord.”?
11. The sound of Satan. Allah said to Satan: -
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“Go away! Hell will be your reward, and the reward
of any of them who follow you, an ample reward.
Rouse whichever of them you can with your sound,
muster you cavalry and infantry against them, share
their wealth and their children with them, and make

promises to them — Satan promises them nothing but
delusion.” (17:63-64)

The sound of Satan is song which is the biggest
source of inciting to sin.

12. The Psalm of Satan. ‘A’ishah w narrated:
“The Prophet # came in and with me were two

girls who were singing the songs connected with
the battle of Bu’ath. The Messenger # lay on the

2 (Tirmidhi (1005)
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bed and turned his face to the other side. Then
Abu Bakr came and started scolding me saying:
‘the single-pipe of Satan in the house of the
Prophet?’ The Prophet # turned to him and said:
“Leave them.” When the Messenger slept I made a
gesture to the girls and they left.”

The Prophet # did not object to Abu Bakr’s calling
the song the single-pipe of Satan. But one has to
remember those young girls were singing the songs of
Bedouins. However, the Prophet # informed that
Satan extended this to the singing of strange beautiful
women and beardless handsome boys whose features
are a source of trial and seduction and their songs
invite to immoral sexual acts, sinful activities and
drinking alcohol, using the instruments which the
Messenger # prohibited. %
13. Samud or amusement. Allah said:
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“Do you marvel at this? Why do you laugh instead of
weeping? Why do you pay no heed?” (53:59-61)

The word Samud in the last verse has been
interpreted as song. It also means heedlessness.

- 2 Bukhari (949, 2906), Muslim (892)
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The Messenger of Allah # clearly prohibited
instruments of music and play. Abu Malik al-Ash’ari
reported the Messenger #£ as saying:

“There will be people in my community who will
drink wine giving it a different name. The singing
women will sing for them using musical
instruments. Allah will cause them to sink in the
ground and transmute them into apes and pigs.”*

There are many reports in this regard.

Another area where the devil had big opportunity to
misguide people and lead them away from the right path is
the case of marriage with the intention of making a wife
lawful for her husband who had pronounced the divorce
three times in one go. This procedure has been condemned
by the Prophet #. He declared that Allah curses the man who
carries out the act of tzhlil and the one for whom it was done.
His Companions likened the man whose service was used for
it with a billy goat. Umar ibn Al-Khattab 4 vowed to stone
to death such people who committed that act. Other
Companions like ‘Uthman, Ali, Ibn Abbas and Ibn ‘Umar
condemned it. The same view is held by many followers of
the Companions and their followers.

This procedure makes decent free women disgraced,
standing at the places of these agents, looking at their billy
goat like a goat looks at the knife of the butcher. The poor
woman wishes she had died before that. Nothing of the

30 Bukhari (5590)
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ceremonies of the marriage is performed and the man and the
woman go inside the room and her husband and the
guardians stand at the door waiting for the man to make the
woman legal with his filthy sperm. When he finishes, he takes
his payment and she comes out to announce that the
intercourse has taken place.

Since it is not a correct marriage it cannot producc the
required result of making the divorced wife lawful for her
husband. The mistake started with the method of divorce
itself. The correct procedure of divorce in Islam is to
pronounce one divorce in the period of the purity of wife,
and stop. The wife will be free after passing the waiting
period of three menstruation period. If the husband wants to
return her in the waiting period he can do so, but if he leaves
her until her waiting period passes, then he has a chance of
bringing her back with a new contract without the
interference of a third person. This is the right way, and this
is what was in practice during the time of the Prophet #.
Mahmud bin Labid reported that the Messenger of Allah #
was informed about a man who divorced his wife three times
at once, and he stood up in anger and said:

“The Book of Allah is treated as play while I am

- still among you?”

Seeing his anger a man said: ‘Should I kill him, O
Messenger of Allah?’3!

The verses of the Qur'an dealing with divorce are clear
that they are to be pronounced separately. This practice

31 Nisa'i (3401)
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remained during the whole period of the Messenger # and
Abu Bakr and two years of ‘Umar’s reign: three divorces
pronounced at one time were considered to be one. Later
‘Umar said: the people rush in a matter which required them
to be patient; so if we impose it on them! And he did.

There is another evidence to show that three divorces
pronounced at one time were considered as one by the
Prophet #. Imam Ahmad reported on the authority of
Abdullah b. Abbas w:

Abd Yazid Abu Rukana divorced his wife three
divorces in one go, then he regretted it and was
extremely distressed. The Messenger # asked him:
“How did you pronounce the divorce?” He replied:
‘Three times” The Messenger asked: “In one
sitting?” Yes’, he replied. The Messenger # said:
“That is one and you can reinstate her if you wish.”
Abu Rukana reinstated her.

To hold the view that three divorces pronounced at one time
is one is in agreement with the report and apparent statement
of the Qur’an, the statements of the Companions, analogy
and the interests of the people. As far as the Qur’an is
" concerned Allah allowed the reinstatement of the wife in all
the cases of divorce except if a woman was divorced before
her husband had intercourse with her and the one who has
been divorced three times. Allah said: “Divorce is to be
pronounced twice.” i.e. one after the other.

3 Abu Dawud (2198)
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As for the analogical deduction it is based on the case of
Li’an. Allah said:
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“As for thase who accuse their own wives of adu]tezjg
but have no other witnesses, let each one four times
all Allah to witness that he is telling the truth.”
(24:6)

The wife in turn four times calls Allah to witness that her
husband is lying (24:8). Here the individual spouse has to call
Allah to witness four times separately. Now if a man, for
example says that I witness by Allah four times that I am
telling truth; or if the wife says I swear by Allah four times
that he is telling a lie, it will not be valid; it will be counted as
one. If this is the case then how can a man’s statement, ‘you
are divorced three times’ be considered as three?

This practice provided the devil with a trick to play Wlth
the people in the issue of legalizing a divorced woman for her
former husband. What is done now is that when a person
pronounces three divorces in one sitting, it is considered to
be valid and the wife is declared to be unlawful for the
husband. Then the husband regrets this and wants to bring
his wife back to his house, so a trick was invented: that the
wife was married to a man for over a night on condition that
he will divorce her the following morning so that she can
return to her former husband. In this way wife is made lawful
for her husband. The Messenger of Allah # has cursed the

man who does it and compared him with the hired male
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goat. ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab s said: ‘If a person who has
acted as a legalizer and the one for whom he did it are
brought to me I will stone both of them to death.” There are
reports to this effect from many other Companions of the
Prophet # as well as from the followers of the Companions
and carly scholars.

This practice has caused shame for the Muslims and
unbelievers reviled them. The cause of this practice is
disobedience of Allah and His Messenger # and obedience of
Satan who dragged people to divorce their wives in a way
which is not approved by Allah. Satan is very much interested
in separating the wife from her husband.

The Messenger # said:

“The devil sets up his throne on water, then
despatches his agents; the closest to him is he who
causes the greater evil. One of them comes and says:
‘T did such-and-such’; Satan says: ‘you did nothing’;
until one comes and says: ‘I continued my efforts
until I separated the wife and husband.” The devil
hugs him and says: ‘you are the perfect one.”

The devil and his party are doing their best in creating
problems between a man and his wife and using all methods
to encourage people to divorce their wives. When a husband
falls in the trap of Satan and divorces his wife three times in
one go, he regrets and wants to reinstate his wife who has
become unlawful to him according to the opinions of the
jurists. To solve the problem, several methods have been
suggested: '
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1.

i

To play a trick not to let the divorce occur and that is
to advise the husband to say to his wife: ‘if I divorce

you, you are divorced three times before that” So no

divorce will be applicable.

To claim that the contract of the marriage was

invalid, therefore no divorce can work. For the

invalidity of the contract, the following ways were

devised:

L.

ii.
iii.

iv.

introduced:

To claim that the guardian was not
trustworthy;

The witnesses were not reliable;

To resort to khul’ and then marry her with a
new contract;

When an unexpected matter happens and
tablil is required, a minor slave is bought and
she is asked to let him enter his glans in her
vagina. When it is done, then she is gifted to
him, which makes the marriage null and void.
After passing the waiting period she returns to
her husband.

The last trick is to hire a man like a billy goat
who will have intercourse with her and make

her lawful to her husband.

These are five tricks devised for special people. As far as
ordinary people are concerned five other methods were

The man who is hired for legalization is asked to use

his toes to penetrate the organ of the woman. It is
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considered to be less harmful than Having intercourse
with the penis.

ii. The woman is pregnant and gives birth to a male
child. The coming out of the child is compared with
the penetration of the male organ.

iii. The person expected to make her lawful sprays oil on
her body that is absorbed and he does not have
intercourse. The absorption of oil in the body is taken
as the entrance of sperm in her.

iv. To send her on a journey with the man to make her
lawful and when they return it is considered to be
enough.

v. To make them meet at Arafat. When they stand near
the mountain there is no need for #hlil.

Allah # prescribed marriage for a permanent union and
enjoyment, but this type of marriage is meant to end
immediately as soon as the man has intercourse with the
woman. It is not the marriage prescribed by Allah #&. One
should remember that Allah and His Messenger # prohibited
temporary marriage (mutah) though the person who does it
intends to enjoy and stay with his wife for a certain period
and he is responsible for the requirement of the marriage.
Then the marriage which is meant for overnight deserves
more to be banned.

I heard Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah say: ‘Mutab
marriage is better than the marriage of #hlil for several
reasons:

1. Mut'ah marriage was permitted in the beginning of

Islam while zahlil marriage was never allowed.
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. The Companions contracted mutzh marriage in the

time of the Prophet # but no Companion is reported
to have entered in a #ahlil marriage.

. Mut'ah marriage was a disputed matter among the

Companions; Abdullah ibn Abbas & issued a fatwa in
its favour, and Abdullah ibn Mas'ud reported: “We
used to go on expedition with the Messenger of Allah
# without having our women with us and we asked
the Messenger # permission to castrate, which he did
not allow. Later he permitted us to marry a woman

for a gift of a dress and for a fixed period. Abdullah

recited:

)/}/,-a/ ,;

“O those who bc[zcvc da not forbld the gooa’ things
which Allah has made lawful to you.” (5:87)

. There is no statement from the Messenger of Allah #

condemning the people involved in mut'ah marriage,
but he condemned those who get involved in tablil.

. The man conducting mutah has a positive purpose

and the woman also wants to stay with him for a
certain period while the man in the case of #hlil has
no function but that of a hired billy goat.

. The man in the case of mutah does not use a trick to

legalise what Allah has declared prohibited. He is not
among those who try to deceive Allah, but he
contracts a full marriage while the person in the case

of tahlil uses trick to deceive Allah and makes
mockery of the Signs of Allah.
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7.

10.

11.

12.

The man in the case of mutab is interested in the
woman for himself and wants to make her lawful for
himself, which is the objective of marriage, but the
man in the case of whlil is doing it for another
person. A

The clean nature and honest minds, which are not
polluted with ignorance and blind imitation hate the
act of tahlil, while it is not so with mutah.

Mut'ah resembles hiring a beast for riding for a fixed
period or a house for living for sometimes. There was
nothing wrong in it except that it was made for a
fixed period which is against the purpose of Islamic
marriage. 7ahlil on the other hand is not like that.
Allah has made contracts as a source of certain goals: a
sale for instance is a source of owning something,
renting is for enjoying a benefit and marriage for
enjoying the company of the woman. The man
conducting zahlil is breaking the law of Allah because
he marries not to live with the woman but for another
purpose which is not accepted by the Shari’ah.

The man involved in the practice of #ahlil is like a
hypocrite who shows that he is Muslim while in
reality he is not, likewise the man in #ahlil he shows
that he is husband while in reality he is not.

The marriage of #ahlil is not like the marriages found
in the period before Islam. According to a report
from ‘A’isha ws, the marriages in the jahiliyya period

were of several types:
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i. The marriage which is practised today that is a man
proposes marriage of a girl to her parents or
guardian and the contract is concluded.

ii. A man would say to his wife that when she is pure
she should sleep with so-and-so, he named certain
people, while the husband kept away from her.
They were doing it in order to have a noble child.

iii. A number of people would have intercourse with a
particular woman, when she delivered the child she
called them all. When they came, she said to them:
‘you know what has happened’ and then she points
to one of them saying that the child is yours.

iv. A woman acts as prostitute and people visit her.
When she conceives and delivers the child, trackers
are invited and they decide who was the father.

It is clear that the #ah/il act does not resemble any of those
practices which ‘A’ishah described in her report.

Those who hold the view that three divorces pronounced
at one time are valid and make the wife unlawful for the
husband until she marries another person and he divorces her
claim that since ‘Umar & decided to enforce it and nobody
objected it became a consensus, which must be followed. To
say that there was no opposition to ‘Umar’s decision is not
correct. According to a report in Abu Dawud and the
Musannaf of Abd al-Razzaq, Ibn Abbas was of the view that
it was to be considered as one. Among the followers Tawus,
‘Ata’ b. Abu Rabah, Jabir b. Zayd, ‘Amr b. Dinar, Sa’id b.
Jubayr, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and ‘Ata’ b. Yasar held the same
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view. After them Ishaq b. Rahwayh and Malik in one report
and many others held the same opinion.

It is to remember that three divorces pronounced at one
time were taken as one during the time of the Messenger #
Abu Bakr and some years of ‘Umar’s reign. There was no
dispute about it. It was the consensus of the community.

It may be asked here that why ‘Umar enforced three
divorces pronounced at one? Some people answered the
question by saying that rules and regulations of Shari’ah are
of two types: '

1. Those which are permanent and do not change with
time or place and no ijtihad is allowed about them
like the obligatory duties, prohibited matters and the
punishments prescribed for certain crimes.

2. Those which change with the change of situations

which demand a modification in rules.

The decision of ‘Umar falls in the second category. When he
noticed that people resorted to divorce frequently and were in
need of some restriction, he took that step in order to stop
them. He may have thought that it was among the #zir
adopted at the time of need, or declaration of three as one
was attached with certain conditions which are no more
available, or because of some obstruction in the way of
implementing three divorces as one.

The core of the issue is that since Allah hates divorce
because it leads to the separation of the wife and husband,
the devil feels happy with it so that he can use it as a source
of immoral activities. Allah regulated the procedure in the
best way to safeguard the interest of the couple. He
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prescribed one divorce in.the period of purity and stop until
the waiting period passes. After that if the ill feeling between
the couple goes away and they want to reconcile in the
waiting period it is alright. When the waiting period ends
and they realise their mistake and have a desire to get back
together they can do so. Otherwise she is free to choose
another man to marry. The husband has two chances to
return to his wife, but if he divorces her the third time she
becomes unlawful for him.
Allah, the Most Merciful said'
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“Prophet, when one of you intends to divorce women,
do start at a time when their prescribed waiting
period can properly start, and calculate the period
arefully; be mindful of Allah, your Lord. Do not
drive them out of their homes, nor should they

themselves leave, unless they commit a flagrant
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indecency. These are the limits set by Allah; whoever
oversteps Allah’s limits wrongs his own soul, for you
annot know what new situation Allah may perhaps
bring about. When they have completed their
appointed term, cither kecp. them honourably, or
part with them honourably.” (65:1-2)

The verse indicates that combination of three divorces in one

is not allowed for the following reasons:

1.

It shows that when a person has pronounced a
divorce, he is not allowed to pronounce the second
one in the same period of purity. Abdullah ibn Abbas
# argued on the basis of this verse for the prohibition
of pronouncing three divorces together. Mujahid
narrated: ‘T was with Ibn Abbas when a man came
and said that he has divorced his wife three divorces
together. Ibn Abbas kept silent until I thought he was
going to return his wife to him. Then he spoke and
said: ‘One of you does a foolish thing then comes to
ask Ibn Abbas. Allah said: “Whoever is mindful of
Allah, He will make a way out for him.” 1 do not see
any way out for you. You disobeyed your Lord and
your wife was separated from you. Allah also said:
“People, when any of you intend to divorce women
do so at the start of their starting period.” Ibn Abbas
understood from the verse that pronouncing three
divorces together is prohibited.

Allah said: “Do not drive them out of their homes
nor should they themselves leave...” This is in the
case of the raji divorce. As for ba’in, there is no
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allowance or accommodation according to the
established Sunnah.

3. Allah said: “These are limits set by Allah, whoever
oversteps the limits of Allah wrongs his souls.” If a
person pronounces three divorces together he has
overstepped the limits set by Allah and wronged his
soul.

4. Allah said: “You do not know what new situation
Allah may perhaps bring about.” The learned
Qur'an experts understood this as a reinstatement of a
wife.

5. Allah also said: “When they have completed their
appointed term, cither kecp them honourably or part
with them honourably.” This is the rule of any
divorce prescribed by Allah unless before it two
divorces have been pronounced. Allah regulated the
divorce in the easiest way and most suitable manner
for the wife and husband and gave the period so that
one does not act in ha;te and regret later.

When ‘Umar noticed that Allah punished the man who
divorces his wife three by making her prohibited to him, he

knew that this was because Allah did not like this type of

divorce, so he implemented three given at one time as a sort
of punishment for the husband.

Then why did he not ban the people from exercising this
type of divorce and inflict punishment on those who got
involved in that? He could have done it and he later regretted
for not doing it. He wanted to stop people from a wrong
action but realised that his efforts did not produce the
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required result, and he thought that it would have been better
to ban three divorces given at one time and return to where
the practice was in the time of the Messenger of Allah % and
Abu Bakr.

What Allah has stipulated and is described by the
authentic Sunnah solves all the problems but that will only be
adopted by those who have fear of Allah as He said:

=,
o

B A Jt i o |
“Thase who have fear of Allah He will make a way
out.” (65:2)
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“For thase who have fear of Allah He will make his
matter easy. (65:4)
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“Those who have fear of Allah He will wipe out
their sinful deeds and increase their rewards.” (65:5)

But those who have no fear of Allah there will be no way out
for them and their matters will not be made easy. This was
confirmed by Abdullah ibn Mas’ud and Ibn Abbas .

The devil also tempts people to resort to stratagems,
trickery and deception that lead to legalize what Allah has
made unlawful and temper with what He has made
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obligatory. Satan’s intention is to violate the commandments
and prohibitions. The stratagems’ used by people are of two
types:

One type which is applied for doing what Allah Almighty
has commanded and abandoning what He has forbidden; for
getting away from the unlawful, restoring the right from an
unjust person who is holding it and rescuing an oppressed
person from the suppression of a tyrant. The person who
does this type of acts is praiseworthy and will be rewarded.

The other type of stratagem is that which is aimed at
abolishing the obligations, legalizing the prohibited matters,
turning the oppressor into the oppressed and a right into a
wrong. This type is condemned by all scholars and
considered to be unlawful for the following reasons:

1. It is cheating and an attempt of deceiving Allah
Almighty. He, the All-Knowing, said about the
hypocrites:
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- “Of the people there are some who say: ‘We believe in
Allah and the Last Day’ while in reality they do not
believe. They seck to deceive Allah and the believers
but they only deceive themselves, though they do not
realise.” (2:8-9)

He also said:
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“The hypocrites try to deceive Allah, bur it is He
Who deceives them. ” (4:142)

He said concerning the people who had treaty with
the Muslims:
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“If they intend to deceive you, Allah is enough for
you.” (8:62)

Allah tells us that those who seck to deceive Allah are
themselves deceived but they do not realise. Allah
deceives anyone who tries to deceive Him and takes
care of the person whom they try to deceive.

We also understand that deceiving Allah is
forbidden, and the use of stratagems is an attempt to
deceive Allah. It is borne out by the declaration of the
Qur’an that when the hypocrites pronounced their
Islam without meaning it, they were declared as
deceivers.

. Allah, the Exalted, condemned those who mock the
signs of Allah and pronounce words which have fixed

meanings and certain objectives but they do not
mean the real concepts of these words nor the
objectives intended by them, but their intention is to
deceive Allah. Like the man who marries a divorced
woman not to live with her as his wife but to make

her lawful for her former husband. He is actually
mocking the rules set by Allah.  This is explained by
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the following report of Abu Musa al-Ash’ari who
narrated the Messenger of Allah #£ saying:

“Why do some people play about the limits set by
Allah and mock His signs saying: I divorce you, I

‘return you; I divorce you, I return you?”

Since they do not intend the real meaning of those
words they were considered as joking and mocking
the Signs of Allah.

Another example is the report of Mahmud b.
Labid who said: ‘A man pronounced three divorces in
one go to his wife during the life time of the
Messenger of Allah # and the Messenger said: “The
Book of Allah is taken as joke while I am still

among you?” Since the man did not follow the way

‘divorce should be pronounced, the Messenger #

considered him as toying with the Book of Allah,
because the Book made the provision of returning the
wife back if he so wished, but he divorced in a way
which left no chance of returning.

The words “twice” and “many” are used in the
Quran and the Sunnah and the language of the
Arabs for something which done one after the other.
If a person puts them together to mean one time he

has overstepped the limits set by Allah.

3. Allah, the Most Exalted, cited in the Qur’an (ch.68)
the story of the people who owned a garden and they
tried to deprive the poor their share in it by playing a

. 33 Ibn Majah (2017)
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trick. So, Allah punished them by destroying their
garden and made it a lesson for anyone who resorts to
tricks in order to do away with the right of Allah or
the people. v '

4. Allah, the All-Powerful, told us that a group of Jews
were transformed into apes because they played tricks
in order to make hunting on Saturday lawful, which
He had forbidden. The incident includes a stern
warning to all those who use tricks in matters which
Allah has forbidden. Those Jews did not reject Moses
or deny the Torah but resorted to tricks to
circumvent the restrictions put by Allah, and they
were punished.

5. The Israelites used usury and ate up the properties of
the people wrongfully but they were not punished
with transmutation like the previous people while
their crime was greater than theirs because they were
like hypocrites who played tricks in order to
circumvent the rules of Allah. The Qur’an has stated
that hypocrites are going to suffer a severe torment.
There are reports telling us that there will be
transformations and sinking in the ground in this
community. Anas reported the Messenger of Allah #
as saying:

“Some people will pass the night eating, drinking
and listening to music and in the morning they
will find themselves transformed into apes and

pigs.”**

3 Ibn Abi ‘-Dunya, Dhamm al-malahi (15)
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Similar traditions have been reported by other
Companions, one is from Abu - Hurayrah, who
narrated that the Messenger of Allah # said: “At the
end of time some people from this community
will be transformed into apes and pigs.” Someone
asked: “Messenger of Allah, will they not be testifying
that there is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is His
Messenger?” He replied: “They will be indeed, and
keep fasting and performing prayers and
pilgrimage.” The people asked: “Then what will be
wrong with them?” He replied: “They will make use
of stringed instruments, tambourines and singing
girls. While they passed their night in drinking
and amusement they will be transformed in the
morning into apes and pigs.”%

In short, transformation into apes and pigs is going to
take place in this community mainly with two
groups:

Firstly, the evil ulama (scholars) who distort the
teachings of Allah and His Messenger # and turn
them upside down, so their shapes will also be
changed.

Secondly, group is of those who are openly
involved in sinful and unlawful activities. If one of
them is not transformed in this world, he will face it

in the Hereafter.

% Ibid (8)
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It is to be noted that the people who get involved in
prohibited acts are of three types:

i. Those who believe that the Prophet # has
prohibited them but they consider them to be
permissible. Such people are unbelievers and not
members of the Muslim Community.

ii. Then there are those who know that these things
are not-allowed but they use them. They are
sinners like many others who commit prohibited
acts knowing that it is sin to do so.

iii. Those who use the forbidden materials and try to
give them different names such as drinking wine
and calling it nabidh, which is allowed; or
listening to music and justify it by saying that it is
only listening to a beautiful sound like that of
birds. They are covering their acts in a wrong
interpretation.

6. The Prophet # said:
“The deeds are judged by intentions and every

person will get the reward according to what he
has intended.”?¢

This Hadith is the basis of putting an end to
stratagems.

7. The Prophet # said:
“The seller and buyer have option as long as they
do not separate unless they have stipulated

3¢ Bukhari (10, Muslim (1907)
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exercise of the choice. It is not permissible for one
of them to leave lest the other wants to cancel the

deal.”?¥”

Imam Ahmad argued for the invalidity of stratagems
. on the basis of this Hadith.
8. The Messenger of Allah # said:
“Do not do what the Jews did and regard
permissible what Allah has prohibited by using
tricks.”38

This statement clearly mentions the use of tricks to
change the status of a prohibited matter to a
permissible one or a permissible thing to an unlawful
and prohibited one. This type of trick is used by a
man who pronounces three divorces at one time to
his wife. He finds it is easy to hire a man to marry
and have intercourse with his divorcee so that he can
bring her back to his house. ;

The Prophet # instructed us not to be like the
Jews who used tricks for fishing on Saturday by
digging ditches in which fish gathered and they then
caught them on Sunday. They also used tricks in
making use of the fat which Allah prohibited for
them. They claimed that it was only the frozen fat
that was forbidden, so they melted it and sold it and
consumed its price without realizing that when Allah

% Ahmad (2/183), Tirmidhi (1247)
3 See Ibn Kathir in his Tafsir (1/293, 3/493)
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Almighty declares something forbidden there remains
no difference whether a person uses it or its price.

- Ibn Abbas reported that Umar was informed that
a man has sold wine. He said: ‘May Allah destroy that
person! Did he not know that the Messenger of Allah
# said: “May Allah destroy the Jews! Fats were
prohibited to them, so they melted it and sold
it.”%

Jabir b. Abdullah narrated that the Prophet #
said: “Allah has forbidden selling of wine, carrion,
pig and idols.” It was said to him: “Messenger of
Allah, what do you think about the fat of dead
animals, it is used to paint the boats, oil the leather
and light the lamp?” He said: “It is prohibited.”
Then he went on: “May Allah destroy the Jews!
When Allah prohibited fat to them, they melted
it, and sold it in order to use its price.”

Allah Almighty showed mercy to this community
that its Prophet # drew their attention to the reason
for which the Jews were cursed, and the early
members understood the objective of the shari’ah and
thus the prohibition of blood, carrion, pork, etc was
established even if their shape changes, and also its

~ price was declared to be illegal.

9. The prohibited stratagems are based on giving a
material a different name by changing its form
though the essence remains. For example the act of
legalizing a divorced woman is called #nikab

% Bukhari (2223), Muslim (1582)
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(marriage) and the person involved, the husband. It is
known beyond any doubt that the Messenger of Allah
# cursed this procedure because it involved great
corruption, which did not end because of the change
of name. It applies to the act of using trickery in
order to deal with usury and to drink wine by giving
them different names. The Messenger #% said:

“Some members of my community will drink
wine giving it another name, and singing girls will
sing to them with musical instruments, Allah will
make them sink in the ground and transform
them in to apes and pigs.”

This punishment will be given to them because they
thought that if the name of the forbidden materials is
changed they can use them and there will be no sin
on them.

If you consider the system of the Shari’ah, you will find that
it has established the principal of sadd al-dhari’ah, blocking
the means to unlawful matters. Applying stratagems is
opposite to this. It is a means to the forbidden matters while
sadd al-dhari’ab is to block the means of using a prohibited
thing. They are opposed to one another. The Shar’iah
prohibited even the means in order to block the way to the
prohibited matter. Allah Almighty asked the Muslims not to
abuse the gods of polytheists because it may lead them to
abuse Allah, the Exalted, in retaliation. The Messenger of
Allah # said: “It is a grave sin that a man should abuse his
parents.” His followers asked: “Is it possible that a man
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abuses his parents?” He replied: “Yes; he abuses the father
of someone who in turn abuses his father; and he abuses
his mother who in turn abuses his mother.”#

He refrained from killing of the hypocrites though it was
in the interest of the community because it could have led his
enemies to say that Muhammad is killing his followers. He
prohibited a drop of wine because it may lead to its drinking.
He prohibited a man to be in seclusion with a strange woman
or travel with her to block the means of committing an illegal
act. He prohibited a woman to describe another woman to
her husband as though he sces her for the same reason. He
prohibited building mosques on the graves and to raise them
high and build domes on them or carve decorations on them
or light lamps on them or perform prayers facing them.
Allah commanded men and women to lower their gaze
because gazing was a source of inducement and attraction
that may lead to illicit act. All this in order to block the
means of opening the way to prohibited acts. There are many
other examples where the Messenger # prohibited something
which was not forbidden for fear of it leading to commit a
prohibited matter.

For the same reason he prohibited such measures that may
lead to the dissension and dispute in the community and
create ill feeling and hatred in the minds of people. So he
ordered that no one should approach a girl for marriage when
another person has already proposed to her, a woman is not
allowed to seck the divorce of her co-wife, and a person to
enter a transaction while his brother is negotiating about it.

4 Bukhari (5973), Muslim (90)
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He also commanded not to fight the leaders or wage war
against the rulers because it may create big problems and
anarchy. '

In short the prohibited matters are of two types: those
which are evil in themselves and those which lead to an evil.
Both are to be eradicated. Good deeds are also of two types:
those which include benefits for the community and those
which lead to them. How can one imagine that this great
Shari’ah which has come to terminate the evil matters and
close all ways to them will open the doors of stratagems and
tricks in order to escape its obligations and commit its
prohibitions?

Al-Bukhari argued for the prohibition of tricks by the
following saying of the Prophet #:

“Scattered cattle should not be put together nor
should the herd which are in one place be
scattered for the fear of sadaqah.”

He also quoted the following statement concerning plague:
“If it occurs in a place where you are then do not

run away from it.”#

There is no doubt that if a person pays attention to the Book
and the Sunnah and the objectives of the Shari’ah, he will
definitely conclude that the use of stratagems is prohibited.
The Qur’an has indicated that intentions and objectives are
to be taken into account in conducts and customs as they are
considered in good deeds, and they may turn a lawful act into

4 Bukhari (6955)
“Ibid (6973)
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unlawful and vice versa, and a wrong act into a correct one
and vice versa. There are many examples for that in the
Qur’an and the Sunnah, some of them are cited below:

A5 e Sa K3 s
“Do nor hold them (tbc wives) back with intention
to harm and commit aggression.” (2:231)

This is a clear statement that returning the wife after divorce
is for a person whose intention is to live together amicably
and not to cause harm to the wife. If someone intends to
cause harm Allah does not allow him to return his wife back.

Allah Alrmghty also said:
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It is not lawful for you to take back anything you
have given (your wives), except that both fear that
they cannot maintain (the marriage) within the
bounds set by Allah: If you (the arbiters) suspect that
the couple may not be able to do this, then there will
be no blame on cither of them if the woman opts to
give something for her release.” (2:229)

This verse stipulates that the Khul’ is allowed when the
couple are afraid that they will not be able to maintain the
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limits set by Allah, and return is conditioned with the
certainty of maintaining the limits set by Allah.

Another example is the case of the people of garden.
(68:17-33) Harvesting is allowed at anytime but since they
intended to harm the poor people Allah destroyed their

garden.

STRATAGEMS ARE OF THREE TYPES:

One that is an act of obedience and is meant to bring the

person nearer to Allah; this is the best deed to Allah, the:

- Exalted.

The second is that which is permissible no reward or
punishment is attached to it. It follows the benefit to be
drawn by it and accordingly could be allowed or forbidden.

The third type is the one which is meant to deceive Allah
and His Messenger and directed to abolish what He has
enjoined as duty, reverse what He has ordained and make
lawful what He has prohibited. This one is condemned by all
the scholars.

We understand that not all the stratagems are bad. It
depends on the purpose and intention of the man who
applies them. If a person plays trick for a good purpose it will
be good otherwise it is bad and he will face the consequences.

Allah, the Exalted, favoured us by His easy and
straightforward religion and made it simple through His
Messenger # for his community in order to save us from
being trapped in burden and fetters, and He kept us away
from every false, unlawful and harmful matter and provided
us with what was permissible, rewarding and beneficial. He
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blessed us with the festivals of Islam in place of the festivals of
the unbelievers from among the People of the Book and
worshippers of the idols. He opened the doors of permissible
trades and other means of earning to keep us away from
usury, and gambling. He allowed us to marry women we like
one, two, three or four to save us from committing adultery
and immoral acts. The Almighty provided us with tasteful
and useful drinks to protect us from filthy intoxicating drinks
that destroy one’s reason and religion. He gave us beautiful
dresses of cotton and wool in place of forbidden silk clothes
and gold. He saved us from listening to the poetry and the
recitation of Satan by listening to the verses of the speech of
the Merciful. The Most Merciful turned us from casting lots
with arrows to find out what is in store for us to seek help
and guidance from Him which affirms confidence in Him.
He commanded us to compete is scarch of the Hereafter and
vie with others in that rather to vie for the luxuries of the
world and envy in that. He preferred us with His favour and
bounty in the form of the Qur'an and faith in place of what
the people of the world gather from the materials of the
world. He said:
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“Say: in Allah’s grace and mercy let them rejoice;
these are better than all they accumulate.” (10:58).

He allowed us to show arrogance and haughtiness to the

enemies of Allah instead of the friends of Allah. The Prophet
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# said when he saw someone strutting among the ranks in

the battle field:
“This is a walk which Allah does not like except in

this place.” ¥

He permitted us to be in religious solitude during i’tikaf but
not the heretical solitude in which attending congregational
prayer, pilgrimage, and jihad are neglected. He opened for us
the legal ways in place of using tricks and stratagems. He
supplied us with evidences and proofs that the Qur’an has
indicated instead of resorting to the complicated theological
arguments which include more falsehood than truth.

We know for sure that if those schemes which are used to
make lawful what Allah has prohibited and to abolish what
He has made obligatory were permissible, Allah Almighty
would have prescribed and recommended them as they
contain means of relief for the distressed and provide them
with a way out. The Messenger who was sent with the simple
and easy religion said:

“I did not leave out anything that can bring you
near Pardise but I told you about it; in the same
way I did not leave anything that can keep you
away from Hell but I told you.”*

He # also said:

# Tabarani in Kabir (7/104)
“ Ibn Abi Shaybah (7/79)

165



“I left you on the bright path, its night being like |
its day; no one will deviate from it except the one
who is doomed.”#

The Prophet # did not encourage his community to use
tricks and stratagems but he encouraged it in peace making
between the people. He warned us against the use of tricks
and ploys and behaving like the people of the Book in
turning the prohibited matters to lawful by tricks.

The means that include the benefit of the people are:
defence of the religion, support of oppressed, helping the
depressed and resistance to cheating are the most useful and
the best of all the methods.

A person is allowed to speak something which is good, no
matter how people interpret it provided his words include
some religious benefit such as removal of oppression from
himself or any other person, to support the truth and to
oppose the falschood or to get the commands of Allah and
His Messenger implemented. All this is right approach. What
is forbidden is to present with the legal transactions but in
reality which is not meant by them. This involves cheating
Allah and His Messenger #. It is different from the tricks of a
man which are directed to deceive unbelievers and wrong
doers.

4 Ibn Majah (43)
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THE VARIOUS KINDS OF STRATEGEMS

1.

3.

The secret plans that are made to achieve a forbidden
matter. Since the goal is forbidden any tools used to
reach it will be forbidden as well. Examples include:
to plan tricks to cause death to someone, to take
someone’s wealth unlawfully, create discord between
people, use tricks to oppose the truth, the use of
schemes, whether open or secret, to do something
which is forbidden is prohibited - the person here -
does not hide his intention but makes it known to
others, etc.

This category is about those people who do not reveal
their true intention. They want to give others the
impression that their aim is good while their
intention is to harm others like a man who is ill and
declares that he owes certain amounts to someone or
announces that so-and-so is also among his heirs; his
intention being to harm the heirs. This kind of act is
totally unacceptable. Another example is the trick of a
woman to get her marriage annulled by behaving
badly with the husband or the trick of the buyer to
cancel the sale by claiming that he did not see the
goods. There are many other ways used by those who
want to harm others by playing tricks. All of this is
forbidden.

An act that is permissible in itself but because of it
being used for a forbidden matter, it becomes
unlawful. The example is to make a journey with the
intention of robbery. The journey in itself is alright
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but since its purpose is unlawful it becomes unlawful
as well.

4. Someone uses a trick to get his right or to resist a
wrong but the trick is not correct, for example a
person wanted to get his due from another who
denied it and he hires two witnesses who do not
know the man, to witness against him. Another
example is that a man has given loan to another who
denies receiving it and that indebted person has
entrusted the creditor with something, which the
creditor denies having received in his custody and
swears that nothing was put in his trust. Another
example is a woman who was married and her
husband paid all her expenses for a long time, then
she denied that she had received anything from him.
So the man in turn denied that he had married that
woman. This is also unlawful and there are many
other examples of such tricks.

These are the stratagems that are used to make lawful,
something which Allah has prohibited or to abolish what He
made obligatory by applying the cause fixed by the Shari’ah
to a permissible end and adhere to unlawful tricks, which
should be avoided. This type of scheme is forbidden and the
early scholars have condemned it. It is unlawful in both
aspects: the aspect of its goal and the aspect of its cause. The
goal of the person using such tricks is to make lawful
something which Allah and His Messenger # have declared
unlawful and to obstruct what is obligatory. As for the cause,
the trickster is making mockery of the verses of Allah
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Almighty by flipping the cause to the opposite of what was
intended. Furthermore the trickster implies by his action that
the lawgiver was not serious in his legislation by enacting
rules that are not useful. This is how the impostors are
operating. In this way the hypocrites put their hypocrisy in
the form of doing good and making compromises; the
Rafidites bring heresy and criticism of the Companions of the
Messenger in the form of the love of the household of the
Prophet #. And the people of loose character who follow
their lusts take shelter in the hope and good opinion about
Allah. They say that keeping away from sins and lust is to
have bad opinion about Allah and to show contempt to His
forgiveness:
This type of stratagem is of different kinds.

1. That which is used to make lawful what is
declared unlawful like the tricks concerning
transactions of usury and concerning tahlil.

2. That which is applied to legalize what is going to
be declared as prohibited; for instance a man who
attached his wife’s divorce with a condition which
is about to be fulfilled but he wanted to stop the
divorce so he resorted to khul’ and then later
remarried her.

3. That which is designed to abolish what is
obligatory at present; like a man’s tricks to drop
the spending which is obligatory for him or to
run away from paying the debt by transferring his
money to his wife or his son and thus declare him
as bankrupt. Another example is of a man who
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does not want to fast in Ramadan, so he travels
with no other purpose but to avoid fasting.

. That which is devised to avoid an obligatory act;
for instance a plan of a man to avoid paying zakat
by transferring his wealth to some members of his
family before the completion of the year, and
then later to take it back. This applies to the
rights of Allah and the rights of mankind.

. That which is designed to take his right by breach
of trust for instance denying the loan of someone
who has refused to pay his loan; cheating
someone in his deposit by denying having
received it; or cheating a man by selling a faulty
goods as he had done; or stealing his money as he
had done; or employing a man on a lower wages
in order to harm him, cheat him, and dupe him.

Some people argue for the permissibility of using tricks by
claiming that Allah Almighty directed Joseph to plot for the
detention of his brother. As a matter of fact Allah, the Most
High, allowed His Prophet Joseph % to devise a plan as a
punishment of his brothers for what they did to him and to
raise his rank and the rank of his father. In the story of
Joseph there are a number of good devices; he ordered his

men to put their merchandise in their saddlebags so that they

may come back. The commentators of the Qur’an have given

various explanations for this action:

Joseph feared that they may not have enough money

to come back to buy another consignment.
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* He may have thought that taking their money may
cause hardship to them.

* He may have considered mean to take money from
them.

* He wanted to demonstrate his generosity by
returning their merchandise hoping that it may
encourage them to return.

" His plan was to make them return and bring his brother with

them. There was benefit in it for him and for his father. He
did not identify himself to them in the first encounter in
order to make meeting with his parents more impressive.
This is Allah’s way: when He decides to make His servant
achieve a noble cause, He creates obstacles in its way so that
when it is achieved it causes more happiness. It is like the
entrance of the Heaven by the righteous people after going
through the hardship of death, resurrection, reckoning and
crossing the bridge.

When the brothers returned with Benjamin, he took him
aside and told him that he was his brother and there was no
need to worry. He managed to insert the drinking cup in his
saddlebag. It is said that this was with the consent of the
brother. This was a very tactful plan of Joseph. He detained
his brother in a way which his brothers agreed to be just and
fair. Had he taken him by his power and authority it would
have been considered injustice and foul play.

There are other good points here:

* Joseph did not immediately start searching their
bags before their departure but gave them time to
load their bags and leave. Then he sent someone to
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call them. This removed any doubt of conspiracy. It
gave the people the impression that he did not
notice that something was missing until the caravan
departed and got out of the town, then he needed
his drinking cup which he did not find. Only then
he sent his people to call the caravan men. It was a
- good trick to remove any doubt of a pre-planned
trick.

The envoy called in loud voice for everyone to hear
that the drinking cup of the King was missing and
there is a possibility that you have taken it.

The caller said: ‘you are thieves.” He did not
mention the object which was stolen until the
people asked: ‘what have you lost?” Only at this
point they knew that the drinking cup of the King
was missing.

It was also a good trick that the men of Joseph
asked the brothers: “What is the penalty of stealing?’
They replied that the penalty will be the detention
of the person in whose bag the cup is found. They
accepted to be tried according to their law not by
the law of the King.

He also cleverly arranged for the search of the bags
of others before searching the bag of the person
who had it, so they had no doubt of any conspiracy.
If he had started with searching his brother’s bag
and found his property there, they would have
thought why he started with him and not with us;
it must be a pre-planned scheme. One can imagine

that when he searched their bags and did not find
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his vessel in them, he may have said: “Well, I do not
think that you are thieves and I do not think that
this man has taken anything. There is no need to
search his bag,” and they may have said: ‘No, you
have to search his bag, that will satisfy you and clear
our name.” When they insisted he opened the bag
of his brother and found the vessel in it.

This was a good plan and it was Allah, the Great who

arranged it in that way. The knowledge of the required trick
by which the obedience of Allah and His Messenger # can be
carried out and the truth can be established and falsehood be

defeated is a matter by which Allah raises the status of a

servant.

Now one has to remember that Joseph himself was the

victim of many tricks:

1.

His brothers tricked him and took him away from his
father.

They sold him like a slave.

The wife of the governor seduced him, bolted the
door and invited him to an immoral act.

Later she tried to implicate him by falsely accusing
him of seducing her and said to her husband: “What
other than prison or painful punishment should be
the reward of someone who tried to dishonour you
wife?” (12:25). .

She played a trick with him by gathering women and
presenting him to them in order to justify her
infatuation with him.
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6. The women were also involved in plotting, which
made him pray to Allah to protect him from their
tricks. Their plot against Joseph consisted of the
following:

i.

ii.

ii.

iv.

vi.

vii.

They said that the wife of the governor is
seducing her young slave. They mentioned
her with her status and not by her name to
show the seriousness of the matter; she had a
husband but was trying to seduce someone
else.

Being the wife of a man of power and getting
involved in immoral act was the most
shameful thing.

The person she tried to seduce was a slave and
not a free man from outside.

This slave lived in her house and was under
her control. It was really bad for her to trap a
member of the household.

She was the one who took initiative.

She fell so deeply in love of him that it
reached the centre of her heart.

The incident proved that he was more decent,
chaste and faithful than her. She tried to
seduce him but he refused because of his
dignity, shamefulness and modesty.

viii. The women used the future tense in their

statement in describing her act to show that
she had been doing it for long, and she was
going to continue in her attempt.
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ix. They said: we find her in grave error; we
consider her behaviour very bad and
unacceptable.

x. They described her intense love and constant
effort to seduce him. She tried all means to
make him accept her offer.

When she learned about their criticism, she plotted a great
scheme. She prepared a banquet and invited them, and kept
Joseph away. It is said that she adorned him and put on him
the best attire she could find. Then she presented him all of a
sudden to them. They were completely shocked by seeing the
most attractiveé person before them and in their shock they
cut unconsciously their hands by the knives they had for
eating.

Allah, the All-Knowing and the Most powerful, devised a
plan for His sincere Prophet Joseph %28 to make his brothers
realise and acknowledge their mistakes. He also protected His
Messenger from the tricks of the women in the palace of the
governor. .

Here one has to remember that the schemes of Allah are
of two kinds:

1. That which is out of the power of mankind such
as His afflicting the unbelievers with various
punishments. This also applies to the case of
Joseph %, What Joseph did was to put the
drinking cup in the bag of his brother and then
recover it. But there were many other things
which Allah did for him. It was Allah who put in
the minds of the brothers when they were asked
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about the punishment of a thief to say that the
punishment in our system of law was the
detention of the culprit. It was out of the power
of Joseph. The brothers could have escaped by
saying that their brother cannot be considered
guilty until it is proved that he had committed
the crime. Only finding the cup in his bag does
not prove that had stolen it. They could have said
that he should be given the same punishment that
a thief is given in your country, which ‘was
beating and recovering the price of the stolen
good. But it was Allah who made the matters run
the way they did. He said:
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“This is the way We devised 2 plan for Joseph —if
Allah did not willed it so, he could not have

detained his brother as penalty under the king's
law.” (12:76)

. The second type of scheme is the one which Allah
inspires His servant for achieving a good objective
through a permissible, recommended or
obligatory matter. This also is applicable to the
case of Joseph. Almighty gathered both types of

schemes for him.

In the story there is a reminder that the perfect knowledge of

the fine schemes leading to achieve the religious objectives,
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which Allah and His Messenger # love, like the support of
His religion, defeat of His enemies, the help of the truth and
eradication of falsehood is a praiseworthy quality by which
Allah raises the status of a servant. It proves that there are
schemes which are allowed while there are those which are
used to change prohibited matters into lawful and abolish the
obligatory duties. This is a trick against Allah and His
religion which cannot be allowed.

Another trick designed by the devil to misguide mankind
is to make them infatuated by beautiful features. This by
Allah is the greatest trial and the biggest disaster which has
made the people slaves to other than their Creator and
subjected their hearts to the control of the one who causes
them humiliation. These beautiful shapes have made the
hearts prisoners of the love which dominates them, causes
them all kinds of suffering and agony and turns them from
the path of sense to the way of error. There are many who
sold themselves for a very low price to other than the real
beloved for the sake of satisfying their carnal appetite, the joy
of which goes away and the bad consequences remain, the
happiness disappears and the regret stays. -

It is noteworthy that it is the love that moves a lover to go
after his beloved. It moves the lover of the Most Merciful, the
lover of the Qur’an, the lover of knowledge and faith, as it
moves the lover of the worldly materials, the love of the idols
and cross, the lover of the women and beardless boys, the
lover of the homeland and the lover of friends. It stimulates
the hearts to those objects which are favourites, when they are
mentioned the hearts yearn to them. You will say that the
lovers of women, beardless boys and the lovers of music and
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song do not get excited at listening at the talks of knowledge
and faith or the recitation of the Quran, but when their
beloved is mentioned they get stirred and get excited from
inside and outside to him. One should remember that all
these beloved people are destined to fade away except the love
of Allah, His Messenger #, His Book, His religion and His
friends. This love is going to remain forever and its benefit
and joy will last until the end. It is superior to any other love
because its subjects are superior to all other things. When the
relations and bonds of lovers are connected with worldly
materials they are disconnected but the bonds of the lovers of
Allah will not come to an end.

Eabwy I 18T 2l 15T Gl 13y
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“When those who have been followed disown their

followers, when they all see the suffering, when all
bonds between them are severed.” (2:166)

The basis of the praiseworthy love which Allah Almighty has
commanded and created all the creatures for is the love of
Him alone without sharing it with others, which requires
adoring Him alone and not anyone else. The humble
veneration contains the utmost humility which, only He
deserves. Since the word ‘love’ includes various categories the
words used in respect of Allah are ibadah (worship) inabah,
(turning to Him in repentance) and ikhbat (devotion in
humbleness). Words like ‘ishg  (passion),  gharam
(infatuation), sababah (ardent love), shagaf (sengual desire)
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and hawa (longing) are not used. The word Ahubb (love)

sometimes is used as in the following verses:
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“Say: if you love Allah, follow me, Allah will love
you.” (3:31)

- Fes LaThe
“Those who believe have greater love for Allah.”
(2:165)

The focal point in all the revealed books from the beginning
to the end is the command for that love and its requirements
and prohibition of what is opposite to it. Examples and
parables are cited to mention these two things and their
consequences. The sweetness of belief, even its taste, will not
be available except to those only who have the love of Allah
and His Messenger # more than anything else. The Prophet
# said:
“Three thing if found in a man, he will feel the
sweetness of faith: That Allah and His Messenger
are more beloved to him than anything else; he
loves a person only for the sake of Allah; and
dislikes to go back to disbelief after Allah has
rescued him from it as he dislikes to be thrown in
fire.”46

In another Hadith the Messenger # said:

% Bukhari (21), Muslim (43)
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“By the One who holds my soul in His hand,
none of you will be a believer until I become more
beloved to him than his children, his parents and
all other people.”?

All the Messengers called people to worship Allah alone
without associating any other being with Him, and the
essence of worship is love, which He alone deserves. The
word which comprises this principle and which is the best
word of remembrance is to declare by the heart and the
tongue that “there is no being worthy of worship except
Allah.” The Prophet # has confirmed it in his statement:
“The best remembrance is “There is no god but

Allah.””

The Qur’anic verse that contains it is considered the master
of the Qur’anic verses and the chapter that indicates it is
equal to the third of the Quran. This belief and its
declaration are the resort of the servants of Allah in any
trouble faced by them. The supplication of an afflicted
person is:
“There is no being worthy of worship except
Allah, the Great and the Clemet; there is no being
worthy of worship except Allah the owner of the
great Throne; there is no being worthy of worship
except Allah, the Lord of the heavens, the lord of
the earth and the lord of the honourable

throne.” 48

47 Bukhari (15), Muslim (44)
4 Bukhari (7426) , Muslim (2730)
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The supplication of Jonah & was:
“There is no being worthy of worship except You;
glory be to You; I was indeed a wrong doer.” #

It is reported that the Prophet #£ said:
“Jonah’s supplication when he called in the belly
of whale was: ‘There is no being worthy of
worship except You, I was indeed wrong’, no
Muslim calls upon Allah with this but his call will

be answered.”

In another report the Prophet # instructed to say this in any
difficult situation:
“Allah, Allah is my Lord, I do not associate

anyone with Him.”>°

Tawhid or declaration of the unity of Allah is the retreat of
the helpless, the refuge of those who are chased, the sanctuary
of the distressed and support for the afflicted, and its essence
is to single out Allah Almighty with love, veneration and
exaltation and to show humbleness and submission to Him.

Every movement starts with love and intention. An object
can be loved from specific angles only. It is only Allah, glory
be to Him, Who is loved from every angle. He is the one
who deserves to be served and worshipped alone.

Every living creature has the power of intention and
action in accordance with it, and every person moves to reach
an objective, however, his action can be virtuous and useful

% Ahmad (1/170), Tirmidhi (3505)
%0 Nisa’i in Kubra (10493)

181



for him if it is for Allah Almighty. It is He Who brought him
into existence and one’s perfection lies in devoting himself to
Allah alone. The division of actions to good or bad is based
on their nature and sometimes on their intentions and goals.
In the same way love and intention could be useful or
harmful. If the desired object of the servant is that without
whom he cannot achieve the pleasure, success and happiness
then his desire is beneficial for him, but if he loves any other
object then his love is harmful for him.

A knowledgeable person who is interested in his welfare
will not opt for the love of what is the source of harm and
pain for him. He will not go to that direction unless his
knowledge and concept are corrupt or his intention and aim
are incorrect. The first is the result of ignorance and the
second, that of injustice. A human being is basically created
unjust and ignorant. He remains in this condition of
ignorance and injustice until Allah, the Most High, grants
him the knowledge of what is useful for him and bestows
understanding on him. If Allah, the Most Merc_iful, wishes
good for him, He shows him the way out of ignorance and
gives him the benefit of his knowledge and gets him out of
his injustice. If He does not wish good for him, He leaves
him in his basic character of ignorance and injustice. The
Messenger 4 said: .

“Allah created the man in darkness, then cast on
him from His light. Whoever was touched by that
light got the right path and whoever missed it

went astray.”>!

5! Ahmad (2/176, 197), Tirmidhi (2642)
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 The soul is inclined to what is harmful for it because it is not
aware of its harm or because its intention is bad, and
sometimes for both reasons. So, the origin of every good is
knowledge and justice and the basis of every evil is ignorance and
injustice.

The above elucidation makes it clear that the servant is in
greater need to know what is harmful for him so that he can
avoid it, and what is beneficial for him so that he should try
to achieve it. He should like the beneficial matters and dislike
the harmful ones and in this he is in harmony with Allah
concerning His liking and disliking. This is the requirement
of the servitude and love of the Lord, and if someone is
deprived of it, he will love what will anger his Lord and hate
what is lovable to Him, and thus his quality of devotion will
decrease.

There are two sources to find out the useful and the
harmful objects: (a) reason and (b) religion.

As far as reason is concerned, Allah the All-Knowing has
put into the reasoning and instincts of mankind the
appreciation of truth, justice, doing good, kindness, decency,
courage, noble character, joining the bonds, fulfilling the
promises, supporting the oppressed and helping the people in
need and so on. The Almighty has instilled in one’s reason
and instinct to abhor the opposite of those characteristics.
Both appreciation and abhorrence are implanted in the
nature of people.

The second source of knowing good and bad is tradition,
which has a wider scope and is more realistic than the first
one because the qualities of many acts and their consequences
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are hidden and it was the Messenger # alone who knew them
in detail. The most knowledgeable and most prudent and
shrewd person is the one whose reasoning and thinking are in
agreement with the sunnah. Misery and misguidance are kept
away from those who follow the guidance which Allah sent
His Messengers with and which was mentioned in His
Books. He made this point very clear. He said in the Qur’an
in the story of Adam and Eve:
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“Allah said: ‘Get out of the garden as each other’s
enemy. When guidance comes to you, so whoever

follows My guidance will nor go astray nor fall into

misery, but whoever turns away from it will have a

life of great hardship, and We will bring him blind
on the Day of Resurrection.” (20:123-124)

Following desires can be driven by love or hatred. Allah
instructed mankind in Qur'an:
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“O those who believe, uphold justice and bear
witness to Allah, even if it is against yourselves, your
parents or your close relatives. Whether the person is
rich or poor, Allah can best take care of both.
Refrain from following your own desire, so that you
can act justly — if you distort or neglect justice, Allah
is fully aware of what you do. (4:135)

Among the categories of useful love is the love of wife which
helps a man in keeping chaste, and keeps him away from
immoral activities. The stronger the love between the couple
the achievement of this goal will be easier. Allah said: '
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“Among His signs is that He created spouses from
among yourselves for you to live with in tranquillity:
He ordained love and kindness between you.”
(30:21)

It is reported that the Prophet # was asked: “Who is the most
beloved to you?” He replied: “’Ai’shah”.

There is nothing wrong in the love and adoration of a
man for his wife except when it hinders his love of what is
more useful to him i.e. the love of Allah and His Messenger
#. The Messenger # loved sweet cold drinks, honey, horses
and shirts. This love did not counter the love of Allah rather
it can help the heart to focus on His love. It is a natural love
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which follows the intention of the person. If one intended to
get support by this love in the obedience of Allah it will be a
good deed, if he did it only because of liking, he will not be
rewarded or punished though he will miss the rank of those
who did it to achieve the reward of Allah.

The beneficial love is of three kinds:

1. Love of Allah;

2. Love for the sake of Allah;

3. Love of that which is helpful in carrying out the

commands of Allah and avoiding His prohibition.

The harmful love is also three kinds:
1. Love of other objects with Allah;
2. Love of what Allah does not like;
3. Love of such things that interrupt the love of Allah.

These are six categories on which all the love of people
revolves. The love of Allah is the foundation of all
praiseworthy loves and the remaining other two of the first
category are subordinate to it. Love of other objects with
Allah is the basis of shirk and all objectionable forms of love
and the remaining two are subordinate to it. Love and
passion of unlawful images is an incentive of shirk; the more
a person is close to shirk and far from sincerity and his
passion for the images will be stronger; and the more one is
sincere in his devotion to Allah the farther he will be from the
love of (created) images.

The most effective scheme of Satan by which he
subjugates those who are charmed by the images is that he
puts in their minds the idea that they love that beardless man
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or the strange woman for the sake of Allah Almighty and not
for immoral acts. It is like having a mistress which Allah has
forbidden. They show the people that their attachment for
those beautiful persons is for the sake of Allah while in secret
they are taking them as the object of lewdness and enjoy their
company by kissing, talking and hugging them. Some of
them reach the highest point of ignorance thinking that the
pimp who brought these people to him has done a good deed
for which he deserves reward as he worked for his cure and
removed the worries of passion from him, as the Prophet #
said:

“Whoever removes a worry of the world from a

person Allah will remove from him a worry of the

Day of Resurrection.”?

In this error and temptation they are of four categories:

1. Those who believe that their act is for the sake of
Allah. This is found in many of those people who
belong to Sufism.

2. There are those who know in their hearts that it is
not for the sake of Allah, but they claim it to be for
Him in order to deceive people and to hide their sins.
These people may be nearer to the forgiveness than
the first group because they may return to Allah in

repentance.
3. The third group is of those whose intention is the
lewd act.
52 Muslim (2699)
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4. There may be some who believe that this love which
does not involve intimate relationship is for the sake
of Allah; it is the lewd act which is sin and we are
doing some acts for the sake of Allah and some acts
for others. There may be some from the second
category who claim that their love is for the sake of
Allah while they know that it is not for Him.

This type of intimate association and relation is like marriage
as it results more or less in similar acts as it happens between
the married couple. Sometimes it resembles the relationship
of those who love one another for the sake of Allah with the
difference that the lovers for the sake of Allah have greater
love for Allah, and unlike these people their love is always in
increase. Some of those involved in such lewd relations call it
marriage and they say: ‘so-and-so has married so-and-so’ as
those who mock the verses of Allah do; they announce it and
the people around them agree and laugh at it. They like this
joke and mockery. ‘

Some heretics of this group say: ‘the beardless is the friend
of Allah and the man with beard is the enemy of Allah.’
Many beardless believe it to be correct and think that they are
meant by the Hadith in which the Prophet # said: “When
Allah loves a servant He calls: ‘Gabriel, I love so-and-so, you
love him as well, and then love for him is put on earth.”

The beardless person believes that for him love is put on
carth. He feels proud and likes to be called ‘beloved’ or
‘darling of the town’. This attitude has led many of those
involved in this to prefer beardless males to marriage of
women. They say that it is safe from pregnancy and
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childbirth, expenses of marriage, maintenance, etc. Some of
them go to the extent of saying that intercourse with a
woman takes more energy than intercourse with boys because
the woman private part extracts the energy and sperm more
than does the part of boys. This group has divided the subject
of intercourse in to three categories: hired, owned and special
beloved.

The first category is the prostitutes who let themselves
out, the second are the concubines and the third the wives or
unrelated beloved. All of these have their counterparts from
among the boys. Some people prefer beardless boys over
women, which is violation and opposition to the laws of
Allah, His religibn, His Books and His Messengers.

It has been taken so easily that many a slave boasts that he
does not know anyone beside his master and no one else has
had intercourse with him. In the same way many a beardless
boy boasts that he does not know anyone except his partner,
or friend or teacher. Many a wrong doer also boasts that he is
chaste except with his close partner who is like his wife or his
slave who is like his concubine. Some of them think that
what is unlawful is to force the boy for sex, but if he is willing
then there is no harm. Some others think that when passion
reaches the limit of perishing, to have sex with his beloved is
allowed as a case of emergency for the sake of saving the life
as eating the meat of dead animal, blood and pork is allowed.
These are all sinners and the one whose crime is lighter is that
who commits it believing that it is forbidden and when he
fulfils his work he says: ‘I seck forgiveness from Allah’, as

‘though what happened did not happen.
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This is how Satan plays with the minds of most of the
people. Immoral sex is of different degrees. The man who has
close associates from among the women and the woman who
has a partner from among the men are better than those who
commit adultery with everyone. The one who tries to hide
his act is better than the one who does it openly, and the one
who keeps it secret is better than the one who announces it.
In the same way to commit adultery with a woman who has
no husband is lighter than to commit it with a woman who is
married because it is aggression and violation of the right of
the husband. Adultery with the wife of the neighbour is more
serious than adultery with a woman not living next door, and
adultery with the wife of a man who is on expedition is
greater sin than to do it with other women.

The degree of the offence varies also in relation to the
time, place, situation and the condition of the culprit.
Committing adultery, therefore, in Ramadan is more serious
than in other times, and to do it in noble places is more
offensive than in other places.

It is noteworthy that a minor sin becomes more serious
when connected with some offensive element. For example
when the immoral sexual act is joined with intense love,
which makes the heart completely dominated by it, it
becomes very grave. The lover reaches in his attachment to
his beloved the point he regards him as his god. He treats
him with respect and honour, shows obedience and humility
to him and puts his loyalty to him above the loyalty to Allah
and His Messenger #% and takes his orders more seriously

than the orders of Allah and His Messenger #.
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His love and adoration for his beloved reach to the extent
that he befriends those who are his friends and takes his
enemies as his enemies. He loves what his partner loves and
hates what he hates. This condition is more harmful to him
than mere committing immoral acts with him. Although
adultery is more offensive than gazing, kissing or touching yet
the persistent addiction of the lover with the sinful act and its
accessories, his ardent desire, the intention of not giving it up
and his heart’s attachment to his partner may be more
harmful than mere committing the adultery. The domination
of the love of his beloved over his heart is shirk while
committing adultery is a sin, and shirk is more serious than
the sin. A man can get out of a grave sin by repentance and
seeking forgiveness whereas when the love sticks with the
heart it is difficult to root it out. '

Such people prefer the pleasure of their beloved over the
pleasure of Allah. They do their best to avoid the anger of the
beloved more than they do to avoid the anger of Allah. These
are the people who have taken gods besides Allah and love
them like Allah is to be loved. Their love includes the four
forbidden matters:

1. the open and hidden disgraceful deeds;

2. Sinand unjust aggression;

3. Association with Allah of things which He has given

no authority;

4. Speaking about Allah what they do not know.

_The cause of all this is that their hearts are empty from the

love and sincerity for Allah, and they join others with Allah

in love. This emanates from the heart and the parts of the
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body move according to its order. This is the sheer following
of desire.

Allah said:
de 255 e o & Al w5a i) Jﬁiwg;:;;bl

AT 155 o sy 5 53088 ot o Ja55 <0 85 cane
P //‘

b5 58 6

“Consider the one who has taken his own desire as a

god, and Allah allowed him to stray in the face of
knowledge, sealing his ears and heart and covering
his eyes — who can guide such a person after Allah

(has done this)? Will you not take heed? (45:23)

If you consider the conditions of the lovers of beautiful
features who are enchanted by them, you will find this verse
fully applicable to them.

One of the scholars said: “There is no desirable object the
love of which encircles the heart except the love of Allah or
the love of a human being. The people are created for the
love of Allah and in it lies their utmost happiness and joy.
The love of human beings for their partners, male or female,
is based on similarity and affinity. It is this love that enslaves
the heart of a lover and drives him crazy to the extent that he
is willing to lose his life for the sake of his beloved.”

Infatuation with beautiful faces does not allow the religion
of a man to be exclusively for Allah; it reduces it in
accordance with his love, and may lead to lose his religion
altogether. The word ‘fitnah’ in the Qur'an has been
explained as shirk. The trial of the hearts is either by shirk or
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by the sources of shirk, which include various doubts and
desires. The trial of those who set rivals to Allah, glory be to
Him, and love them as Allah should be loved is the greatest
trial. The trial of infatuation for beautiful features is also a

great trial. Allah said:
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“Some of them said, ‘Give me permission to stay at
home; do not draw me into trial’. They have already
fallen in trial. ” (9:49)

This verse is related to Al-Jadd ibn Qays whom the
Messenger # invited to join the expedition of Tabuk, he said:
‘Give me permission to stay behind. My people know that I
have ardent desire for women. I am afraid that I may not be
able to control myself from the beautiful fair skinned women
of Rome.’

Allah said that he had already been trapped in trial by his
staying behind. He wanted to escape from the trial of the love
of women and fell in the trial of shirk and disbelief in the
world and a painful torment in the Hereafter.

The word has also been used for the trial which did not
overwhelm the man completely, but he was able to get out of
it, it was also used for trial which detained the man.

Everybody passes through this trial and test. Allah said:
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“We have made some of you a means of testing
others.” (25:20)
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Allah tested the Messengers by those to whom they were sent
to call them to the right path; they had to undergo hardship
and endure the trouble in their mission; He tried the people
as well by testing them to see whether they would accept the
call of their Messengers or reject it; and whether they would
support them or abandon them. The Almighty tested the
learned people by the ignorant, kings by their subject, rich by
poor, weak by the powerful, leaders by their followers, the
masters by their slaves, man by his woman and woman by her
man, believers by unbelievers and those who embark on the
duty of enjoining what is good by those whom they
approach.

The trial is the bellows of the hearts and the test of faith.
It separates the truthful from the liar. Allah said:
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“We tested those who went before them: Allah will

certainly mark out which ones are truthful and
which ones are liars.” (29:3)

The test divides the people into the truthful and liar, believer
and hypocrite, good and bad. Whoever remains steadfast it
becomes mercy for him; by his patience he gets rid of a bigger
test; but whoever does not show patience falls into a bigger
trial. ’

We understand from the previous discussion that Allah,
the Exalted, has put the people of passion to trial by beautiful
bodies; each one being a source of trial for the other.
Whosoever shows patience and remains steadfast on this trial,
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he will be able to get out of what is greater than that and the
one who was trapped in that trial he will fall in what is worse
than that. He still can rescue himself by turning to Allah in
sincere repentance otherwise he is doomed. The Prophet #
said: .
“I did not leave behind any trial more harmful
than women.”>?

The servant in this world is allured by his desires and his
commanding soul, by his misguiding and tempting Satan and
by watching what he is unable to control against it especially
when the faith is weak, the heart is feeble, patience is
difficult, the present joy is pleasant and the inclination of the
soul to the beauty of this world is powerful. However, he is
required to abandon the present and available desire for the
sake of unseen felicity which he is required to have faith in.
The trial of a man is of two kinds: (a) the trial of
suspicions and (b) that of desires. They may be found
together in a person or only one. As for the trial of suspicions
it emerges from the weakness of the power of mental
perception and the lack of knowledge especially when it is
combined with bad intention and lust. This is the greatest
affliction and biggest calamity. This type of trial results in
disbelief and hypocrisy. The trial of the people of innovation
comes from this trial of suspicions where truth and falsehood
are mixed. The only way out of this trial is to sincerely follow
the guidance of the Messenger # and make him judge in all

the matters small or big, open or secret, concerning belief or

53 Bukhari (5096), Muslim (2740)
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deeds. The realities of faith and the rules of the Shari’ah are
taken from him and all the rules of obligatory duties like
prayer and fasting are learnt from him. The servant should
not take him to be teacher in only a few matters but he is to
be accepted as the Messenger in all the matters and
everything that the community needs must be acquired from
him. The guidance and success revolves on his statements and
deeds, and anything beyond that is sheer misguidance. This
trial sometimes is produced by wrong understanding,
sometimes by false report, sometimes by a hidden truth
which the man did not discover and sometimes by vicious
intention and following a desire. In short it is the result of
blindness of perception and corruption of intention.

The second type of trial is the trial of desires. Allah
Almighty has mentioned both trials together in the following
verses:
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“You are like thase who lived before you: they were
even stronger than you, with more wealth and
children; they enjoyed their share in this life as you
have enjoyed yours; like them you have indulged in
idle talk. Their deeds go to waste in this world and
the next; it is they who are losers.” (9:69)
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The Almighty pointed out that the source of the corruption
of hearts and religion lies in indulging in worldly materials
and engaging in idle talks because the religion is spoiled by
belief in falschood and talking about it or by acting against
the right knowledge. The first one is innovations and matters
related to them, and the second one is wrong actions. The
first is the corruption of suspicion and the second of desires.
The early scholars used to say: ‘beware of two kinds of
people: a man of desire whose desire had infatuated him and
a man of world who has been blinded by it.’

They also said: ‘Beware of the trial of wicked learned man
and ignorant devoted man; their trial is a trial for everyone.’

The origin of every trial is to put the personal opinion
over the religious ruling and the desire over the reason. The
former is the trial of suspicion and the latter the trial of
desire. The trial of suspicion can be removed by certainty and
that of desire by patience. For this reason Allah attached the
leadership of the religion with these two matters. He said:

do
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“When they became steadfast and believed firmly in

Our messages We raised leaders among them,
guiding them according to Our command.” (32:24)

This shows clearly that the leadership of religion is acquired
by the qualities of patience and firm belief.

When the servant gets rid of the trial of suspicion and
desires, he achieves two great objectives which bring him
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happiness and success and they are guidance and mercy.
Allah, glory be to Him, said about Moses and his companion:
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“They found one of Our servants, a man to whom
We had granted Our mercy and whom We had given
knowledge of Our own.” (18:635).

Here the mercy and knowledge are put together. It is like the
statement of the people of the cave:
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“Our Lord, grant us Your mercy and dispose of our
aflairs for us in the right way.” (18:10).

The right way was the knowledge of what is useful and to act
according to it. Whosoever is saved from the trial of
suspicions and desires he gets guidance, mercy and success
together. Mercy associated with guidance for the believers is
for now and in the future. The one which is now is what
Allah grants them from the love of good and kindness, the
taste of the sweetness of faith and happiness and satisfaction
that Allah guided them when He misguided many others.
They are walking in the light of His guidance among the
people while others are lost in darkness. The Almighty said:

198



L 255 5a 155 al S id L ahg AT Jad, U6
“Say: in Allah’s grace and mercy let them rejoice:
these are better than all they accumulate.” (10:58).

Allah commanded the believers to rejoice His grace and
mercy. The early scholars explained ‘grace’ and ‘mercy’ as
knowledge, belief, the Qur’an and following of the Prophets.
It is the greatest mercy which Allah shows to whoever He
wishes of His servants. Peace, wellbeing, happiness, joy,
delight and pleasure of the heart lie in faith and guidance,
while fear, worry, concern, tribulation, pain and distress are
with misguidance and doubt.

The mercy is achieved by the one who got his guidance. It
is in accordance with the degree of guidance. The more his ‘
share of guidance, the more his share of mercy is. This is the
special mercy that is meant for the people of faith; it is
different from the general mercy which Allah shows to every
one of His creature whether good or bad.

Since the share of every servant from mercy is in
proportion to his share of guidance the most perfect person
in his faith is the most perfect in mercy. Allah said about the
Companions:
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“‘Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. Thase who

follow him are harsh towards the disbelievers and
compassionate towards cach other.” (48:29)
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The most truthful Abu Bakr was the most merciful of the
community; the Prophet # said:
“The most merc1ful of my community to them is

Abu Bakr.”

He was also the most learned of the Companions about the
Messenger # as attested by Abu S2’id al-Khudri.®® Allah
gathered in him the abundance of knowledge and mercy.
This is a common rule: as the knowledge of a person
increases his mercy also increases.

Our Lord’s mercy and knowledge encompass everything;
He is more compassionate to His servants than a mother to
her child. He knows where the benefit of a servant lies, but
the servant because of his ignorance endeavours for what is
harmful to him, impairs his honour and dignity, and takes
himself away from his Creator while he thinks that he is
bringing benefit and honour to him. This is the utmost
injustice and ignorance and the man is unjust and ignorant.
There are many who think that they are elevating themselves
while they are debasing themselves, working to get some of
the benefits and losing the wholesome. This is because they
do not know their interests; they cause more harm to
themselves than their enemies can do. They reduce their
value, forfeit their rights, destroy their interests and sell their
everlasting comfort and permanent joy for temporary joy
mixed with discomfort. It is not surprising because they have
lost their share of guidance and mercy.

> Tirmidhi (3791), Ahmad (3/184, 281)
55 Bukhari (3654), Muslim (23820
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It is to be noted that mercy is a quality that requires
taking care of the interests of the people and bringing benefit
to them no matter how difficult it is. This is the real mercy.
The most beneficent person is that who suffers hardship in
bringing benefit to others and removing harm from them. The
mercy of the father to the child requires that he force him to
learn even if it leads to beating him. He also should keep him
away from such desirable matters which at the end may cause
him harm. If a father neglects this, he is not merciful to his
child though he may feel that he is very kind to his son. This
is why the Most Merciful afflicts His servants with various
tribulations because He knows where his interest lies. His
afflictions are the result of His mercy, but the servant out of
his ignorance accuses his Lord and does not understand His
bounty and grace.

It is out of His mercy to His servants that He tests them
with commands and prohibitions. He does not order them to
do things because He is in need but because it is for their
benefit; He is Self-Sufficient. In the same way He does not
prohibit things out of niggardlineés; He is Generous, Noble.

It is also a part of His mercy that He messes and muddles
up the world for His servants so that they do not trust it and
be relaxed. He wants them to be interested in the lasting
pleasure in His abode. So He moved them with the lashes of
afflictions and tribulations. He held pleasure back in order to
give them more, afflicted them in order to relieve them and
caused them to die in order to bring them back to life to give
them reward for their suffering. He also warned them out of
His mercy to beware of Him lest they are deceived about
Him and treat Him in a way which is not proper.
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The full grace of Allah for the servant is by guidance and
mercy. There are two opposites for these: going astray and
anger. Allah the Most Merciful has commanded us to ask
Him day and night many times to guide us to the path of
those whom He has shown favour - and they are the people
of guidance and mercy — and keep us away from the path of
those who have incurred His anger or those who have gone
astray. This is the best supplication, the most perfect one and
the most comprehensive one.

Every act emanates from desire and intention and its purpose is
to enjoy the desired goal. Enjoyment is the first purpose of
every move and action. On the other hand, torment and
suffering are the unpleasant ends of every act of refraining
and restraint. However, mankind acts in an unjust and
foolish way in two spheres: the corrupt religion and immoral
world. He looks for pleasure through them while they
contain its opposite. The result is that he misses the pleasure
he is looking for and instead finds himself in pain and
torment from which he is running away.

Its illustration is in the following way: the deeds which
mankind perform are either part of religion or otherwise. If it
is part of a religion then this religion is a true or a false one.
Now the conclusion is that the perfect pleasure is found in
the religion which is true in knowledge and action. The
followers of such a religion are those who enjoy the perfect
pleasure as Allah has stated in many places of His Book:
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“Guide us to the straight path: the path of thase You
have favoured, not of thosc who incur anger and
thase who have gone astray.” (1:6-7)
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“Such people are following their Lord’s guidance and
it is they who will prasper.” (2:5)
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“Whoever follows My guidance, when it comes to you

(people), will not go astray nor will suffer misery.”
(20:123)

2o G ST f5 @ sl B SNTD)
“The good (people) will live in bliss, and the wicked
(people) will burn in fire.” (82:13-14)

The promise of perfect pleasure for the followers of guidance
and good deeds is to be fulfilled in the Hereafter and the
warning of misfortune for the people of misguidance and bad
deeds is also to be implemented there. This is a message
which was affirmed by all the Messengers and every Book.
However, there is a very useful point here: one hears and
sees the tribulations suffered in the world by the people of
faith while power and wealth are given to unjust and wicked
people, which makes a person feel that pleasure in this world
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is reserved for the evil and corrupt people while the share of
the believers is negligible. One is also moved to believe that
authority and domination are for the unbelievers and
hypocrites against the believers. When one reads the
following verses: :
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“Power belongs to Allah, to His Messenger and to the
believers.” (63:8)

o1 6 B
“And the ones who support Our cause will be the
winners.” (37:173)
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“Allah has written, T shall most certainly win, I and
My messengers.” (58:21)

And similar verses, he feels that all this is going to take place
in the Hereafter. Here in this world we see that the power
and authority are in the hands of the unbelievers and
hypocrites.

We see many people complaining about Allah and
directing such allegations to Him which is only said by an
enemy. Jahm ibn Safwan used to go with his colleagues to
lepers and people in trouble and stand there and say: ‘Look!
The Most Merciful does these things!” He tried to express his
rejection of His mercy as he denied His wisdom.
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You may have come across many people who when
afflicted by tribulation say: “What was my fault that You did
this to me?’

Many people have said to me: “When I return in sincere
repentance to Him and do good deeds, He straitens my
provision and makes my life miserable. When I start
disobeying Him and let my soul loose and follow my desire,
the provision and help arrive to me in abundance!

These false statements and wrong thoughts are based on
two premises: (a) Good opinion about himself and (b) the
claim of devotion to the religion. Everyone feels that he is
doing is what is obligatory for him and keeping away from
what is prohibited while others are doing the opposite. He
deserves to be closer to Allah and His Messenger # than
those people. Man is by nature inclined to love himself. He

looks only at the good side of his work and considers others

inferior and regards all their actions wrong. In this he reaches
a point where he starts seeing his bad acts as good and the
good acts of others as bad. Many people take care of fulfilling
the external features of duties and neglect the inner side
without realising that the inner and spiritual side is more
important. The belief that Allah, the Exalted, does not
support the follower of true religion and does not bring
success to him in the world, but makes him live throughout
his life as oppressed and disgraced though he carries out all
the commands and avoids all the prohibitions, such a belief is
based on two big miscomprehensions: ignorance of the
essence of the religion and ignorance of the reality of
pleasure, which is the goal of every soul. These two follies
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make him turn away from carrying out the essential duties of
the religion and from searching for the real pleasure.

It is well known that the perfection of the servant lies in
understanding the pleasure he is aspiring for, the deeds that
will lead to it, sincere intention, true love of that pleasure and
patience to act according to his intention. The happiness and
joy of the servant depend on these five matters.

When a person starts thinking that he is doing what he is
commanded and avoiding all that he is asked to keep away -
from, he does not realisc that he may be missing many
obligations which did not occur to his mind or he was aware
but neglected them out of laziness or thinking that he is busy
in doing something that is more important. You may see a
man worried about negligence in performing an outward
duty but he does not bother with what is more important
spiritual duties of the heart. There are many who claim to be
devoted to Allah but abandon what He has made obligatory
for them. They do not fulfil the duty of calling people to
good and avoiding evils yet they think that they are doing
what can bring them closer to Allah Almighty.

If a person thinks that Allah does not help the follower of
truth in this world and unbelievers and hypocrites enjoy the
worldly pleasure, he does not understand the promise and

threat of Allah. Allah said:
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“And you will be superior if you are (true) believers.”
(3:139)
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The servant acquires the high position in accordance with the

degree of his faith. Allah said:
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“And to Allah belongs all honour, and to His
Messenger and to the believers.” (63:8)

The honour and power of a person depend on the quality of
his faith and fulfilling its requirements. The same can be said
about the protection of the servant against his enemy, and the

friendship and support of Allah.
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“Indecd Allah defends thase who believe. ” (22:38)
b1 55
“Allah is the supporter of the believers.” (3:68)
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“Allah is the supporter of those who believe.” (2:257)

His full support and help also are in proportion to the man’s
faith:
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“Indeed We will support Our messengers and those
who believe during the life of this world and on the

day when the witnesses will stand.” (40:51)
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“We supported those who believed against their
enemy, and they became dominant.” (61:14)

Everything is in proportion to the strength and weakness of
the faith. When a servant is afflicted with a mishap in his
person or wealth or by dominance of his enemy over him it is
due to his sins which he committed by neglecting an
obligation, or doing what was prohibited, which is a sign of
the imperfectness of faith.

There is a very common misconception among the people
that the followers of the true religion are destined to
humiliation and disgrace in the world unlike the people who
follow false ideas. Those who think in this way do not trust
the promise of Allah about His support of His religion and
His servants; or think it is meant for some special group.
Here are two points to be taken into consideration:

1. Allah has declared in His Book that He is going to
support the believers in the world and in the
Hereafter. He said:
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“Indeed We will support Our messengers and those
who believe during the life of this world and on the
day when witnesses will stand.” (40:51)
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“And whoever is an ally of Allah and His Messenger

and those who believe — indeed the party of Allah —
they will be predominant.” (5:56)
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“Allah has written T will surely overcome, I and My
messengers.’ Indeed Allah is Powerful and exalted in
might.” (58:21)

. The Almighty has also condemned those who seck

help and support from unbelievers. He said:
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“Believers, do not take the Jews and the Christians as
allies. They are allies to each other. Anyone who
takes them as an ally becomes one of them. Surely
Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people. You see
those in whose hearts is disease hastening to them for
protection, saying: ‘We are afraid a misfortune may
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strike us.” But perhaps Allah may bring conquest or a
decision from Him and they will become, over what
they have been concealing Wltbm themselves,
regretful.” (5:51-52)

In this verse, the Almighty disapproved of the people who
seck help from other groups and confirmed that it is His
party which is going to be victorious. Similar statements are
_ given in (4:138-139: 63:8; 35:10; 48:22-23; 65:2-3).

Concerning the second point, Allah said in the story of
Uhud:
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“Why do you say when a calamity befalls you, even
after you had inflicted twice as much damage (on
your ecnemy): How did this happen?’ Say
(Muhammad): You brought it upon yourselves.
Surely Allah has power over everything. *” (3:165)

%tever mm‘brthc bezﬁ]]s you, it is bewusc of
what your right hands have earned, and He forgives
much.” (42:30)
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“When We give man a taste of Our mercy; he rejoices
in it, but if some harm evil befalls him on account of
what he has done, then man is ingrate.” (42:48)
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“And when We give mankind a taste of Our mercy
they rejoice in it; but when an evil thing befall them
as the consequence of their own deeds, they are in
utter despair.” (30:36)

Allah, the Great, has commanded His Messenger and the
believers to abide by what is sent down to them and to wait
for His promise to come. He also commanded to seek
forgiveness and remain steadfast. This is because the servant
is liable of making mistakes which will be erased by seeking
forgiveness and he needs to be patient in waiting for the
promise. By secking the promise, obedience is completed and
by patience, his trust in the promise is confirmed. Allah has
put them together in the following verse:
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“Then have patience. The promise of Allah is true.
And ask for forgiveness of your sin, and hymn the
praise of your Lord at fall of night and in the early
hours.” (40:55)
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There are some basic useful principles which are cited below:

1.

The misfortunes, afflictions and troubles faced by the
believers are less than what disbelievers encounter. It
is proved by real cases. Similarly what a religious
person suffers from in this world is less than what
affects the unjust, sinners and iniquitous people.
What a Muslim suffers from in the way of Allah
Almighty is associated with satisfaction and
expectation of reward. If he fails to be satisfied, his
reliance is on patience and expectation of reward,
which reduces the pain of suffering. Whenever he
looks at the compensation he finds it casy to bear the
trouble -and hardship, but the disbeliever does not
have satisfaction or expectation of reward even if he
exercises patience like animals.

When a believer is afflicted for the sake of Allah, it is
made lighter in accordance with his sincerity and
obedience and the presence of faith in his heart so
much so that if some of those troubles were to be put
on another person he would not be able to sustain it.
It is the kindness of Allah Who removes much harm
from His servant and if he is to suffer He makes it
easier and lighter for him.

When love takes root inside the heart the pain
suffered by the lover for the happiness of the beloved
is sweet and the lovers are happy with that.

The honour, success and the rank which a disbeliever
achieves is far less than what a believer gets. What a
disbeliever gets includes inside it dishonour,
humiliation, and disgrace though it may seem
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otherwise. Hasan said: ‘Even if the mules amble with
them and the shoes clatter, the disgrace of sin is in
their hearts. Allah does not want to humiliate except
those who disobey Him.’

6. The affliction of a believer is like a medicine which

takes out all disease, which, if it was to remain in the
body would lead to the destruction or reduction of
his reward or downgrading of his rank; affliction and
misfortune take these things out of him and make
him ready to receive the full reward and high rank. It
is clear then that this trial is better for a believer. The
Prophet # said:
“By the One Who holds my soul in His hand
Allah does not decree a matter for a believer but it
is good for him, and this is exclusively for the
believers. If affluence touches him, he expresses
thanks and it is good for him; if he is afflicted by
an adversity, he exercises patience and it is good
for him.”>¢

This affliction and test are the part of Allah’s help and
grace for His servant and for this reason the Prophet
# said:>”

“The people afflicted hardest are the prophets,
then those who are closer to Allah, then those who
are next. A man is tested according to his religion,
if his religion is strong, the trouble will be
hardened on him and if his religion is light his

56 Muslim (2999)
57 Tirmidhi (2398), Ibn Majah (4023)
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suffering will be light. The affliction remains with
the believers until he walks on earth fully cleansed
up from sins.”

. The suffering a believer undergoes in this world by
the domination of his enemy who is causing him
trouble is something which he has to bear like intense
heat, biting cold, illnesses, sorrows and grief, which
are a necessary part of the life in this world and which
afflict even children and animals. If only good is
found in the world and no bad is seen, only benefit
remains and no harm exists and only joy is seen and
there is no trace of pain, then this world will be a
different one and the wisdom for which it was created
will be lost. This will happen in another world beyond
~ this one where good and bad will be separated.

. The test of believers by the domination of their
enemies over them and being able to cause them
harm contains great wisdoms known in detail only to
Allah. Here are some of them:

a. To promote their servitude, humbleness, and
reliance of the servant on Him and make
them ask Allah for victory over their enemies.
If they were always victorious and in power

- they may turn to be arrogant and conceited.
On the other hand if they were to remain
overpowered and defeated forever by their
enemies, the religion would not have survived
and justice not established. The wisdom of

the Wisest of the judges has been decreed to
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bring victory sometimes and defeat at other
times. When they suffer defeat they return to
their Lord pleading, imploring, begging and
repenting; and when they are victorious they
work for the establishment of His religion
and engage in promoting good and fighting
evil and support His friends against His
enemies.

If they were always supported and in power,
some other people who are not sincere in
their religion and following of the Messenger
# would have joined them with the intention
of being with those who hold the power. If
they were to be overpowered and under the
authority of their enemies no one would have
joined them in power. The divine wisdom
required that the matter be between the
victory and defeat so that those who are after
the worldly benefit may be separated from
those whose objective is Allah and His
Messenger .

Allah Almighty wishes to perfect the devotion
of His servants in both conditions of
prosperity and adversity, affliction and well
being and victory and defeat. In both
conditions the servants are to show their
devotion to Allah according to the situation as
the heart will not remain steady without that
as the body does not remain right except with
cold and heat and hunger and thirst. These
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afflictions are required for the perfection of
human being and his stability.

. The test of believers by giving the upper hand
to their enemies will purge and cleanse them
as Allah said concerning the defeat of the
Muslim by the disbelievers at Uhud:
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‘Do nor lose heart or despair — if you are
true believers you have the upper hand — if
you have suffered a blow, they too have
suffered one like it. We deal out such days
among people in turn, for Allah to find out
who are truly believers, for Him to choose
maryrs from among you — Allah does not
love evildoers - for Him to cleanse those who
beliecve and for Him to destroy the
disbelievers. Did you think you enter the
Garden without Allah first proving which of
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you would struggle for His cause and remain
steadfast?” (3:139-142)

In these verses Allah, the Most Powerful,
enumerated a number of wisdom-based
actions, for which He gave the disbelievers the
upper hand over the believers after He gave
good tiding of being victorious if they are real
believers, and consoled them by saying that if
they have suffered injuries their enemies also
suffered. He declared that He rotates victory
and defeat between the people.

Allah, the Most High, has created the heavens and earth and
life and death and decorated earth with all its beauties in
order to test His servants to know who among them desires
Him and who is interested in the world and its luxuries. He
said:
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“He created the heavens and the earth in six days,
His Throne was over the water so as to test you

which of you does best.” (11:7)
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“We have adorned the earth with attractive things so

thatr We may test people to find out which of them do
~ best. ”(18:7)
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“He created death and life to test you and reveal
which of you does best.” (67:2)
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“Do people think they will be left after saying: ‘we
believe’ without being put to test? We tested thase
who went before them; Allah will certainly mark out
which ones are truthful and which are lying. ” (29:2-
3)

When Messengers are sent to a people they have two options:
either to believe or to disbelieve and remain on evildoing.
Both are to be tested. The ones who believed will be tested by
their Lord to see whether they are truthful in their statement
or not. If they are not truthful, they will run away from the
test but if they are truthful, they will remain firm and the test
will increase the power of their belief. The one who did not
believe will be tried by torment in the Hereafter, which is the
greater trial. This is if he escapes the trial in this world by
afflictions and worries which Allah brings on those who do
not listen to His Messengers and disobey them. Everyone is
going to face trial in this world, in the barzakh and on the
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Day of Resurrection. The believer’s suffering will be lighter
- due to his faith and Allah’s support, through patience and
submission whereas the unbeliever and sinner’s affliction will
be very painful and persistent.

Mankind is social by nature; he has to live with others
who have different concepts, beliefs and ideas. They like
every person to accept their values; if anyone does not agree,
they cause him trouble or harm, and if he agrees he will suffer
from torment for believing in other than truth. In any case he
has to agree or disagree and in both cases there are problems
waiting for him. Suppose they are asking a man to approve
their acts of injustice, immoral acts, false witness or help on
unlawful matters, if one does not agree they will cause him
trouble and persecute him, but if he remains steadfast and
perseveres, he will win; and if he accepts their way for the fear
of their torture, he will face more painful consequences. This
should be properly understood that a light pain followed by great
and permanent joy is better than a small joy that is followed by a
lasting great pain.

The troubles received by a man for the sake of Allah are
limited in four matters: (a) his person, (b) his wealth, (c) his
honour or (d) his family and those he loves. The hardest one
is that which affects the person himself. It is a fact that
everybody is going to dic and a believer’s wish is to die as

“martyr in the way of Allah, which is the most honourable and
easiest death. The martyr does not feel pain except like the
biting of an ant; he does not suffer more than anyone else
suffers in death. Allah has stated that running away from
dying as martyr is never beneficial. In any case a man is going
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to die and a normal death will cause loss of big reward which
a martyr will get.

What has been said concerning life is true as well
concerning wealth and honour. A person who does not spend
his money in the service of his religion, Allah will cause the
destruction of his wealth in a different way. The same is true
about a man who wants to save his honour and his body and
does not want to take trouble will face dire consequences. In
general anyone who does not agree to sacrifice himself or his
money or bear hardship for the sake of Allah will suffer
bigger hardship.

These aforementioned discussions are meant to affirm that
love of Allah, closeness to Him, desire to meet Him and to be
satisfied with Him are the basis of the religion, and the
knowledge of His names and attributes are the noblest
knowledge, and secking His pleasure is the most illustrious
deed. The love of Allah Almighty for the believer and taking
Him more beloved than anything else is the greatest
requirement of the religion and the most rewarding principle
of it. When a person loves another being as he loves Allah, he
is committing shirk, which is not forgiven and no deed of
such a man will be accepted. ‘

Allah said:
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“Among the mankind there are some who take to
themselves rivals to Allah, loving them with a love
like that which is due to Allah alone. But those who
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believe are stauncher in their love for Allah.”
(2:165)

Allah Almighty did not create mankind and jinn but for His
worship which denotes utmost love, perfect glorification and
being humble to Him; and for this reason He sent His
Messengers, revealed His Books and established His laws and
based the reward and punishment dependent on following
them. As there in nothing comparable to Allah there is no
match to His love and glory. When you fear a creation you
run away from him, but when you fear Allah you find refuge
in Him. If the love of a creation is not for the sake of Allah, it
is torment for the lover. Allah’s love is different. There is
nothing sweeter, more joyful and pleasant to the sound
hearts, pure souls and unadulterated reasons than the love of
Allah and affection for Him. The believer feels the sweetness
of the love for Allah in his heart which is beyond any other
sweetness. The pleasure he achieves is more perfect than any
other pleasure and the joy he gets is greater than any other
joy.

The one who understands the names and attributes of
Allah and loves them feels their sweetness in his heart. And
once the heart tastes this love no other love can take its place.
The heart as a matter of fact cannot succeed, feel happy, find
peace and comfort but in the devotion to Allah even if all
other sources of comfort are available to it. The strength and
weakness of this love is in accordance with the strength and
weakness of the faith. If Allah is not the ultimate goal of a
servant who wishes to approach Him first, putting all other
things after that, he has not realised the witnessing that ‘there
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is no being worthy of worship other than Allah’, and he will
carry the germs of defect and shirk which will produce pain,
regret and torment.

You will see that when a servant is sincere to Allah,
devoted to Him, he finds peace in His remembrance, has
desire to meet Him and refrains from what He has forbidden
and never takes interest in prohibited matters.

Sin is not found when there is no motive because the
heart is engaged with something more beloved or when there
is a deterrent for the fear of losing what is very dear. The first
is the condition of those who have tasted the sweetness of
faith and realised its taste, so their heart do not incline
towards the sins. The second is the condition of those who
have motive but they also believe in the promise and threat of
Allah and they fear that by committing the sin they may fall
in more distressful consequences. The first is the share of the
tranquil souls and the second of the people of struggle and
patience. These two souls are the ones which are going to
enjoy happiness. Allah said about the soul at peace:
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“You soul at peace, return to your Lord, content in
His good pleasure.” (89:27-28)

/

He said about struggling soul:
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“Your Lord for those who become fugitives
(emigrants) after they have been persecuted, and then
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fought and were steadfast, your Lord afterward is
indeed Forgiving, Merciful.” (16:110)

The souls are of three types:
1. That which is at peace with its Lord, and that is the
noblest and purest soul;
2. That which is struggling and patient;
3. The one which is trapped by the desires and lust and
that is the one which suffers from torment and pain

and removed from Allah the Exalted.

The devil deceived himself before tricking our parents i.e.
Adam and Eve. He did not stop there but deceived his
offspring and those of Adam. He was a source of bad luck for
himself, his offspring, his friends and all those who followed
him from among jinn and mankind.

He deceived himself by not complying with the order of
Allah to bow down to Adam. He should have realised that his
happiness, success and prestige lay in obeying the order of
Allah, but his ignorant soul seduced him and put in his mind
that bowing down to Adam was a disgrace and humiliation
for him. How can he prostrate to someone who is created
from clay while he is created from fire, which in his
assumption was superior than clay, and that a matter made of
fire is better than something made of clay? This delusion left
him baffled and he felt jealous when he saw that Allah the
Exalted has honoured Adam with so many favours; He
created him by His hands, blew in him from His spirit, made
the angels bow down to him, taught him the names of all the
things and put him in the Heaven. All this made the devil
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feel jealous and he decided to deceive him. He went round
him when he was still in the form of dried clay and said in
amazement: ‘For something great he has been created. If he is
given power over me I will not surrender to him, and if I was
given power over him I will certainly destroy him’.

When Adam was created in the best form and most
beautiful feature with his secret merits of knowledge, dignity
and forbearance became visible and the angels bowed down
to him, the fires of envy burnt inside the heart of the devil
and he resorted to logic to oppose the order of Allah and said:
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“T am better than him, You created me from fire and
careated him from dlay” (7:12)

He objected the order as though by saying what You have
done is not right and wise; the wisdom required that he
should bow down to me not the other way round. In this way
he dragged himself lower when he tried to raise his status.
This is how he deceived himself by inflicting humiliation on
him.

As for his trick to our parents, Allah has cited the story in
the Quran. The devil deceived them by promising
immortality and presented himself as a sincere friend. He
succeeded in his scheme because this was decreed by Allah,
but the Almighty showed mercy to them and forgave them.
The enemy was afflicted by disobedience as he argued, he was
adamant and did not regret his offence and declined to ask
forgiveness. On the other hand, beloved Adam %8 was tested
~ by the sin and he admitted, repented, returned to the Creator
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affirming His oneness, so the sin was omitted and the door of
mercy and guidance was opened for him.

The accursed devil thought because of his ignorance that
Allah, glory be to Him, will desert His chosen beloved
servant whom He created by His hand, blew in him from His
spirit and made His angels bow down to him for the mistake
he made by eating what was prohibited. The devil did not
realise that the Creator taught the patient of a medicine
before he fell ill. As soon as he felt the illness he used the
medicine (of sincere repentance). The net result was that
when the enemy cast his arrow, it did not hit the target.

The devil did not stop there but he tricked one of the
children of Adam till he killed his brother.

The religion was one and the people were on the path of
tawhid, then he deceived them and introduced idol worship
among them and divided the people into believers and

unbelievers. Allah said:
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“Mankind were one community, and Allah sent (to
them) Prophets as bearers of good tidings and as

warners, and revealed to them the Scripture with the
truth to judge between mankind concerning that
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about which they differed. And only thase to whom
the Scripture was given differed concerning it, after
dear proofs had come to them, because of rivalry
between them. And Allah by His will guided those
who believe to the truth of that concerning which
they differed. Allah guides whom He will to the
straight path.” (2:2] 3)
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“Mankind were but one single community; then they
differed, and had it not been for 2 word that had
already gone forth from your Lord the preordained
Jjudgement would already have been passé between
them regarding their differences.” (10:19)

The point is that the enemy played tricks with them and they
were divided into believers and unbelievers. He trapped them
in the worship of idols and the rejection of the resurrection.

The idol worship took root in many communities. Among
the Arabs it was introduced by Amr bin Luhayy in Makkah
then spread throughout the peninsula and many idols were
made in the shape of the good people who were considered to
be source of blessing and fulfilment of the needs of those who
approached them.

Other countries were not left out and in every soc1ety’
some idols were set up. Satan moved some people to worship
idols under the pretext of respect for the dead people for
whom they made images as it happened with the people of
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Nubh. This is the reason that the Prophet # cursed those who
take graves as mosques and light candles on them. He
forbade praying to the graves and asked Allah Almighty not
to make his grave as an idol to be worshipped. But the
idolaters did not obey him and did what he prohibited either
out of ignorance or to show their enmity to the people of
tawhid. Various images were made and worshipped.

This kind of polytheism was very strong among the
people of India. They worship all kinds of images made to
represent the sun, moon, stars and other objects. Some
people worship fire to the extent of throwing themselves or
their children in it. Others worship water and some worship
animals like the cow, which is very popular among Indian
people. Some worship the horse and some take trees as
objects of worship. Even angels and jinn are taken as gods by
some people.

Satan used various devices to drag the people to the
worship of idols. He induced some people to venerate the
dead for whom they made images and installed. Others made
images of stars which according to their belief had powers in
managing the affairs of the world. A group made image of the
moon, another that of the sun and so on.

Idol worship is rampant on earth and most communities
are indulged in it except the sincere servants of Allah who
remain on the path of Allah worshipping Him alone.

The trial of the worship of idols is worse than the trial of
love for beautiful figures and engaging in illicit acts with
them. A lover is not deterred by the fear of the world or the
Hereafter; he witnesses the pain, the punishment,
imprisonment, disgrace and poverty apart from what is
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prepared for him in the Hereafter, yet it does not stop him
and he goes ahead in achieving his goal. The same is true
about the worshippers of idols. The subjugation of the hearts
by them is stronger than infatuation with beautiful features
which are sought for illicit acts.

The Qur’an and all Divine Books condemn this kind of
religion and declare that those involved in it are the enemies
of Allah and His Messengers, they are slaves and friends of

“Satan who will be punished in Hell for ever.

One of the causes of the worship of idols is to raise a
creature above its status to the extent of giving him a share of
divinity and making him similar to Allah, the Exalted. This is
the comparison which many communities fell prey to, and
Allah refuted it and sent Messengers and revealed Books to
deny it. It never happened in any community that the people
compared Allah with His creature by making the creature as
the basis and declaring that He was like him. What they did
was to compare their gods with Him. This belief of making a
likeness of Allah Almighty with His creature is the origin of
the worship of idols. Every idolater compares his god with
Allah Almighty. However, they do not make the creature as
the basis and compare it with the Creator. The Quran
emphatically has rejected in many places that any creature
could be similar or comparable to Allah. Here are some of the
verses:

-
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“There are some who choose to worship others besides
Allah as rivals to Him, loving them with the love
due to Allah.” (2:165)

DENT & 1555 S
“Do nort invent similitude to Allah.” (16:74)
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“There is nothing like Him.” (42:11)
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“No one is comparable to Him.” (112:4)

In these and many other verses Allah, glory be to Him, has
denied that anyone can be compared to Him. However, there
are people who compare the creature to the Creator and take
them as gods for worship, veneration, devotion, prostration,
taking oath by them, seeking help from them and associating
them with Allah in saying: “There is no one for me except
you and Allah; I put my trust in you and Allah; this is from
you and Allah; what Allah and you willed,” and so forth. It is
a pure act of shirk.

The devil played his tricks with the worshippers of fire
and tempted them to consider it as a god and worship it.
This became the religion of the Magians who built temples
for it. Some of them go to the extent of throwing themselves
in it and get burnt. Some of them offer their children as
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sacrifice to it. Yet these people promote good behaviour like
telling truth, honesty, chastity, justice and faithfulness.

Satan also tricked and played with another group and
involved them in the worship of water instead of Allah. They
are called ‘al-Halabaniyya’. They claim that since water is the
origin of everything and the source of growth, purity and
prosperity; every work in the world needs water, it, therefore,
has a right to be worshipped. Their way of worship is that
one of them goes to water to his waist and stays for two hours
or more. He takes some flowers with him and breaks them
into pieces and scatters them in the water while singing words
of praise for it. When he wants to get out he moves the water
by his hand and puts it on his head, face and the rest of his
body, bows down and gets out.

The devil deceived others and made them worship
animals. Some of them worship horses, others worship cows;
and some worship human beings, dead and alive. There are
people who bow down to trees and many take the jinn as

their gods The Qur’an has described them-
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“On the Day He will gather them all together, He
will say to the angels Was it you these people
worshipped?” They will reply, ‘May You be exalted!
You are our supporter against them. Really, they
worshipped the jinn - most of them believed in
them.”” (34:40-41)
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“On the Day He will gather everyone together
saying, ‘Company of jinn! You have seduced a great
many humans,’ their adherents among mankind will
say, Lord, we have profited from one another, but
now we have reached the appointed time You
decreed for us.” He will say; Your home is the Fire,
and there you shall remain forever — unless Allah

wishes otherwise - your Lord is all Wise, All-
knowing.” (6:128)

The jinn profited from mankind in that they seduced them
to disbelief, rebellion and disobedience. This is the most
desirable goal of the jinn from mankind. When mankind
obeys them they get what they desired. On the other hand,
mankind benefitted from the jinn in that they helped them
in the disobedience of Allah and committing shirk. They
used all means of seduction and temptation and as a result
mankind followed them in committing immoral and sinful
acts. In this way each group benefitted from the other. The
evildoers profit from Satan through his help in the causes of
carrying out their evils, and Satan benefits from him by his

obedience, and feels happy.
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The devil deceived some people by inducing them to take
the angels as gods and worship them. In fact their worship
was not for the angels but for the devils, and thus they
surrendered to the meanest creature, the most contemptible
and despicable one.

Allah said:
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“On the Day He will gather them all together, He
will say to the angels “Was it you these people
worshipped?” They will reply, ‘May You be exalted!
You are our supporter against them. Really, they
worshipped the jinn — most of them believed in

them.” (34:40-41)
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“On the Day He will gather them all together with
those they worship beside Him, He will say, ‘Was it
you who led these creatures on Mine astray; or did
they astray from the path by themselves?’ They will
say; May You be exalted! We ourselves would never
take masters other than You. But You granted them
and their forefathers pleasure in this life, until they
forgot Your Reminder and were ruined.” Now your
gods have denounced what you say as lies: you cannot
avoid the punishment; you will not get any help. If
any of you commits such evil, We shall make him
taste agonizing torment.” (25:17-19)

This will be the case of the slaves of Satan on the Day when
the people will meet the All-Knowing, All-Aware. They will
be separated from the believers and face dreadful
consequences of their deeds. They will be told:
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‘Step aside roday; you guilty ones. Children of
Adam, did I not command you not to serve Satan,
for he was your sworn enemy; and serve Me? This is
the straight path. He has led great numbers of you
astray. Did you not use your reason?” (36:59-62)
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Satan played his tricks with the dualists and tempted them to
believe in two gods: one who creates good and he is light, and
the other, the creator of bad is darkness. Both of them are
eternal and immortal. The light is excellent, beautiful,
pleasant in smell and good looking; its soul is kind, beneficial
and wise. From it emerges all good, happiness and
righteousness. The darkness is opposite of it: filthy, stinking,
ugly and its soul is wicked, stingy, stupid and harmful and
from it emerge evil and corruption.

Their religion is based on two principles which are

completely absurd:

1. The evil which is corrupt and wicked of all existing
things is a match to the best one. It is the opposite of
it and in disagreement with it, but it cannot drive it
away. This belief is the greatest shirk committed by
the slaves of idols.

- 2. They claim that the light is free from being the source
of evil, then contradict themselves and make it the
origin of the evil. They set two gods and deny Allah,
His attributes and His Messengers, and associate
others with Him.

The followers of this belief differ among themselves and they
come together as the Magian sect.

Then there are Sabians which is a big community. There
is much difference of opinions concerning them due to the
little information available. They are divided into two
categories: believers and disbelievers. The Qur'an has
mentioned them:
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“Those who believe, the Jews, the Christians, and the
Sabians - all those who believe in Allah and the Last
Day and do good — will have their rewards with
their Lord. No féar for them, nor will they grieve.”

(2:62)

Allah Almighty mentioned them among six nations which
include those who are saved and those who are damned.
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“As for believers, thase who follow the Jewish faith,

the Sabians, the Magians and the idolaters, Allah

will judge between them on the Day of
Resurrection.” (22:17)

Here the Almighty mentioned two nations which have no
Revealed Books and they are not divided into lucky and
unlucky i.e.” the Magians and the idolaters. They are not
mentioned among the people who are promised Paradise, but
the Sabians are mentioned, which indicates that they could
be lucky or unlucky. They were of two types: sincerely
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devoted to Allah, and the idolaters. The latter have special
temples for the stars and make structures for them which they
serve in a particular way. They have five prayers in the day
and night like the Muslims. Some of them fast the month of
Ramadan and face the Ka’bah in their prayer. They show
respect to Makkah and perform pilgrimage. Like the Muslims
they consider dead animals, blood and swine unlawful to eat
and do not allow marriage with close relations.

The Evil one (Satan) played his tricks with the dabriyya,
atheists, who do not believe in the creator; Allah described
their attitude: ,
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“They say; “There is only our life in this world: we

die, we live, nothing but time destroys us.”” (45:24)

They are divided in two groups: One of them said that when
the Creator created the heavens, He gave them great
movement, they moved fast and burnt Him, and He was not
able to control them. The other group held that things have
no beginning; they come out of potency to existence. They
make themselves and are not made by anyone else. The also
claimed that the world is eternal and does not change and
does not become weak. It is the power which controls
everything in it. They are the real mu attilah, the ones who
deny any attribute to Allah. This belief system is passed to all
their groups. In the same way the idea of shirk penetrated in
all the groups of idolaters and the rejection of the concept of
the prophethood was held by all who belong to these groups.
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The idea of ta’til, shirk and opposition and rejection of what
the Messengers brought are the basis of all the troubles of the
world and the source of every evil.

This epidemic of 7 #il passed to the following generations
until it reached Pharaoh who adopted it and declared it as the
fundamental; he called his people to adhere to it and he
refused to accept anyone to be a god beside him. He denied
that Allah is above in the heavens over His Throne and asked
his minister Haman to build a tower to go up and find out
about the god of Moses. Pharaoh was drowned and Allah
made his destruction a sign and lesson for the people. Things
were put right by Moses and the people believed in the
oneness of Allah, His attributes and that He spoke to Moses.
After the death of Moses the problem of #2 %l appeared again
and corruption crept in the ranks of the chlldren of Israel, so
Allah caused them humiliation.

Then Allah sent His servant and messenger Jesus Christ,
son of Mary who revived the religion and called the people to
the worship of Allah alone and abandon the false ideas. He
met opposition and denial from his people who accused his
mother of committing a heinous crime and tried to kill him,
but Allah saved him and raised him to the heavens, so they
could not cause him any harm. Allah provided for his religion
supporters who spread it to various places. His followers were
able to defeat their opponents and the religion was accepted
by many including kings.

However, the later followers of Jesus Christ did not
remain faithful to his teachings and changed them and
distorted the Book revealed to him. The religion of Jesus did
not remain the religion of the worship of Allah, but a new
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religion mixed with the original faith and practices of idol
worshippers emerged. The new religion introduced the
worship of the Cross and made pork lawful for its followers.
When the religion of the Christ was corrupted and changes
were introduced in it, the Christians tried to control the
situation and constituted many councils (synods) which held
meetings but ended in disputes and disagreements.

This happened with the early Christians who were close to
the time of the Christ; they held power in the world and
there were plenty of scholars among them who were keen to
set the religious matters right, but they remained confused
and perplexed. Everyone followed their desires and
considered others as misguided and astray. The situation
became so mixed up that if you ask the members of one
family about their religion and their belief about their Lord
and the Prophet, they will give different answers: the man
will say something, his wife another thing, his son something
else and his servant something completely different. This was
the situation then and now it has deteriorated further in our
time because the people at present are the refuse of the people
of the past, the garbage of those who have gone ahead and
the waste of the perplexed ones.

. It degenerated to the lowest point and the followers
committed two big offences which no reasonable person can
agree with:

1. They raised the status of the creature to make him the
partner of the Creator and a part of Him and
considered him a god;

2. They degraded the status of the Creator and
described Him with scandalous acts of being born
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from a woman. They claimed that He descended

from His Throne of Majesty and entered through the

~ vagina of a woman into her womb where he stayed

for nine months then came out from the same way he
entered. He suckled the breast of her mother and was
wrapped in diaper. He cried, suffered from hunger
and thirst and was held in hands and laps. Later the
Jews slapped him, tied his hands, spat on his face and
put him on the cross. They put on his head crown of
thorns and nailed his hands and feet and executed
him. This is the description of the true god who is
worshipped in Christianity!

This is a blasphemous statement which no one uttered before
them or after them. Allah, the High, condemned it and
described it to be very offensive:
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“The disbelievers say; ‘The Lord of Mercy has
offspring.” How terrible is this thing you assert: it
almost causes the heavens to be torn apart, the carth

to split asunder, the mountain to crumble to pieces.”
(19:89-90)

The Almighty said in a Divine Hadith:

“The son of Adam abuses Me and it was not
proper for him; he denied Me and he has no right
to that. He abused Me by saying that Allah has
offspring while I am the One, the Eternal, Who
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begets not nor is begotten, and there is no one
comparable to Me. He denied Me by saying that
‘He will not recreate me as He did in the first
place.’” The first creation was not easier than
recreating.”>®

By Allah, though the worshippers of idols are the real
enemies of Allah yet they did not describe their gods despite
them being of stones, iron or wood as these people described
the Lord of the universe, the Owner of the heavens and the
carth. These disbelievers did not claim that their gods are
equal or comparable to Allah.

Their explanation of this matter is worse than their
statement. They claim that the souls of the Prophets from
Adam to Christ were in Hell in the prison of the Devil
because of the sin committed by Adam by cating from the
tree which Allah has ordered him not to approach. Then
Allah Almighty decided to rescue them, and He played a trick
to the devil. He came down from the Throne of His Majesty
and entered the womb of Mary and was born and grew as a
man. He gave power to His enemies, the Jews who executed
Him by putting Him on the cross. In this way He rescued
His Prophets and Messengers and redeemed them by His life
and blood. ’

They ascribed to true God, Exalted be He, things which a
lowest person will refrain from doing to his servant. We do
not know any community on earth that has abused their god
in this way.

58 Bukhari (3193)
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They show respect to the Cross, which entered the
religion after a long time after Christ and there is no mention
of it in the Gospel. If these people had a tiny portion of
reason, they would have condemned the Cross because their
god was hanged on it. They should not carry it and touch it
with their hands and kiss it. This community as a matter of
fact has committed the act of shirk, the degradation of their
God and demeaning of their Prophet. They have deserted
their religion completely and do not follow anything which
the Christ taught. -

Now it is clear to every man of reason that Satan subjected
these people fully with his tricks. He invited them to these
foolish acts and they responded and he moved them to
improper behaviour and they obeyed him.

He played his tricks concerning the deity; cheated them
about the Christ and played his tricks concerning the Cross
and made it an object of worship. He also moved them to
making images in the churches and worshipping them. You
will not see a church without the image of Mary, the Christ,
St. George, St Peter and other priests. Most people prostrate
to these images and call upon them beside Allah.

As a matter of fact the devil’s tricks were very successful
with them. He misguided them in the basic tenants of the
religion and its branches. One example is the institution of
fasting. Christianity does not prescribe fasting; it was
invented later. :

The following story is mentioned about the beginning of
the fast: When the Persians conquered Jerusalem, they killed
the Christians and demolished the churches. In this they were
helped by the Jews who went on rampage and killed more
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Christians than the Persians had. When Hercules marched to
the city and recovered it, the Jews met him with presents and
asked him to write a covenant of safety for them, which he
did. When he entered the city its Christians complained to
him about the atrocities of the Jews. Hercules asked them
about what they wanted. They said: Kill them.” He replied:
‘How can I do that when I have written the covenant of
safety? You are aware how serious is the breaking of a
covenant’. They said: “When you promised them safety you
did not know what they had done with the Christians: they
killed them and destroyed the churches. Killing them is an
offering to Allah Almighty. We will bear the consequences of
this sin and atone it. We will ask the Christ not to take you
responsible for it and we will add one Friday in our fast for
you. We will not eat meat on that day and order all the
Christians to.follow it as atonement to what we have asked
you to do.’ '

Hercules accepted their demand and killed unlimited
numbers of the Jew of Jerusalem and the mountain of
Hebron. All their celebrations and festivals are fake and
innovations added to the religion after the Christ. The Cross
itself appeared in the religion after 323 years of the birth of
the Christ.

It is clear that the religion of the Christians is based on
opposition of the reasons and religious laws and degrading of
the Lord of the universe and accusing Him of all sorts of
terrible things. Satan played with this misguided community
and fooled it. He deceived its members about the Christ and
tricked them to worship the Cross. He directed them to paint
their churches with the images of Mary, Christ and other
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saints. They prostrate before their images and call upon them
beside Allah the Great. The devil’s plan was very successful
with them.
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TRICKS OF SATAN WITH THE JEWS, THE

NATION WHICH DESERVED THE WRATH OF
ALLAH '

Allah said about the Jews:
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“Low indeed is the price for which they have sold
their souls by denying the truth which Allah sent
down out of envy that Allah should send His bounty
to any of His servants He pleases. Thus they have

ended up with wrath upon wrath, and humiliating
torment awaits them.” (2:90)
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Say;, Shall I tell you who deserves a worse
punishment from Allah than this? They are thase

who incurred the curse of Allah and His wrath, those
of whom some He transtormed into apes and swine.”

(5:60)
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“You see many of them allying themselves with the
disbelievers. How terrible is what their souls have

stored up for them: Allah is angry with them and
they will remain in torment forever.” (5:80)

Allah, glory be to Him, has commanded us to ask Him in
our prayer to guide us to the path of those whom He has
shown favour, not of those with whom He is angry or those
who have gone astray. In an authentic Hadith the Prophet #
explained that the people who incurred the wrath of Allah are
the Jews and those who went astray are the Christians.

Satan played many tricks with the Jews and deceived them
in various ways:

1. The first trick he played with the Jews was in the time
of their Prophet when they were rescued from
Pharaoh and crossed the sea, they saw a people who
worshipped idols, they said:

Jo 058855 458 Jo 1556 550 Juval Gb s

/', 27 /////-.»' P ,,,5):194 _» E
JG gz 2 w@;w&?swﬁ 15 ‘;L,u,ot
2 27 g -

] : 9*9

“Moses, make a god for us like theirs.” He .sald: 'You
really are foolish people. The cult they practice is
doomed to destruction, and what they have been
doing is useless.” (7:138)
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2.

What a foolish act? These people have just been
released from the atrocities of Pharaoh who was
drowned before their eyes and now they are asking
Moses to make a god for them! It is reported that
the Prophet # passed in an expedition by a tree on
which the idolaters used to hang their weapons and
clothes, which was called dbat anwat. Some of the
people with him said: ‘Messenger of Allah, make a
dhat anwat for us like theirs.” The Prophet # said:
“Allah is great! You said like the people of Moses
who said to him: ‘Make a god for us like theirs’.
He added: “You are going to follow exactly the
way of those who went ahead before you.”

Another trick of the devil with the Jews was to make
them worship the calf beside Allah though they had
witnessed what happened to the idolaters, and their
Prophet was still alive. They had seen the process
through which this calf was made. It is surprising
that not only they took it as their god but
considered it the god of Moses as well. Thus they
accused him of getting involved in shirk. |

Ibn Ishaq narrated: ‘Samiri came from a people
who worshipped cows. He loved the worship of
cows and kept it a secret in his heart though he had
accepted the message of tawhid brought by Moses.
When Moses left for mount Sinai on the appointed
time, Aaron 'said to the people: ‘You are burdened
with the weight of the people’s jewellery, get rid of
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them because they are impure and throw them in
fire, which he lit for the purpose. They brought the
jewellery and threw them in the fire and they
melted. Samiri has seen the footprint of the horse of
Gabriel, he took some dust from that footprint,
came to the fire and said to Aaron: ‘Prophet of
Allah, should I throw what is in my hand?” Aaron
replied: “Yes.” Samiri threw the dust in the fire and
said: ‘Be a calf of saffron hew which gives a lowing
sound.” This happened and the calf was made and
Samiri said that it ‘was your god and the god of
Moses but he forgot.” When Moses returned and
saw his people deceived, he felt very angry, threw
the tablets and held his brother by his head and
beard. Later he sought the forgiveness of Allah for
him and his brother and threw the calf in the fire.

. Another trick the devil played with these people

during the life of their Prophet was what Allah
Almighty has described in the Qur’an:
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“Remember when you said: ‘Moses, we will not

believe you until we see Allah face-to-face.” (2:55)

Allah reminded the people who denied the
message of the Prophet Muhammad # of the
behaviour of their forefathers with Moses. They
asked him to show them Allah face-to-face.
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4. When they were asked to say:
i

-

“Relieve us!” (7:161)

- affirming the oneness of Allah and asking for
forgiveness, Satan deceived them and they changed
the words they were told to say. The Messenger of
Allah # said:

“The Children of Israel were said to enter the
gate of the township in a posture of humility
and say: ‘Relieve us,” but they changed the
word and entered the gate crawling on their
bottoms and saying: ‘wheat with barley.””>

So, they changed both the word and the act and
Allah sent on them torment from the heavens.

5. Another trick by Satan to the Jews was that when

they were in the desert Allah provided them with

~ the shade of clouds and sent manna and salwa

(quails) down to them for food, but they became

weary of them and asked Moses to bring them

garlic, onion, lentils, herbs, and cucumbers. It was

a bad choice made by them, so Moses said to

them:

g £
:

2 ) L E 2 o 2 P BV
A5 sl s e edll T sl Ji

,.JL,,L:@J ’Z,}Slj;fua,_a';"(

5% Bukhari (3403), Muslim (3015)
248



“Would you exchange better for worse? Go to a
town and there you will find what you have asked
for.”(2:61)

. Satan deceived them in another way and that is

when the Torah was given to them, they did not
accept it though they have seen many signs, so
Allah asked Gabriel to pull out a mountain and
raise it over their heads and they were told: ‘if you
do not surrender this will be dropped on you.’
They reluctantly bowed down. Allah described it
in the Qur'an:
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“When We made the mountain loom high above
them like a shadow, and they thought it would
fall on them, We said, ‘Hold fast to whar We

have given you, and remember what it contains,
so that you remain conscious of Allah.”” (7:171)

. Another act of rebellion by the Jews on the

temptation of the devil was that when Allah
Almighty rescued them from Pharaoh and his
power, split the sea for them, showed His signs
and evidences, helped and supported them,
honoured them and gave them what He did not
give to any other nation in the world and ordered
them to enter the town which He has decided for
them, they refused to accept the order of Allah and
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made all sorts of excuses. At the end they said
bluntly to Moses: “You and your Lord go in and
fight, we will stay here.” When Moses felt
frustrated with them he said'
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“My Lord, I have authority over no one except
myself and my brother: judge between the two of
us and these disobedient people. Allah said: The
land is forbidden to them for forty years: they will

wander the earth aimlessly. Do not grieve over
thase who disobey.”” (5:25-26)

. Another example of their disobedience is the case
of the cow they were asked to slaughter in order to
know who had killed a particular man and their
questions about it. The story has been cited in the
Quran (2:67-73). The story has a number of
lessons:
* TIts recounting is an evidence of the
prophethood of our Prophet #.
= It is also a proof for Moses’ prophethood
and messengership.
» It provides a proof to what all the
Messengers have been stating about the
resurrection of the dead.
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It is a proof that Allah hase full power to
do anything and with His full knowledge
and power He is most Just and deals with
justice. -

It also shows that Allah, the Wise and the
Almighty presents evidences and proofs to
His servants in order to provide them with
guidance and remove the excuses.

It also teaches us that Allah’s orders should
not be met with stubbornness and
meaningless questions.

It also teaches that Allah’s command, the
wisdom of which is not known to the
people, should not be rejected. It is a sort
of disbelief. When Moses told them: ‘Allah
commands you to sacrifice a cow.” They
failed to understand the wisdom behind
that act and said to Moses: ‘Are you
making fun of us?” Then in the end they
said: ‘Now you have brought the truth,” as
though what he taught them earlier was
not truth. This is clear blasphemy.

It shows that the Jews had hard hearts
where faith had not taken root.

It also includes the principle of
confronting the unjust rebellious person
with the opposite of what he intended.
The killer had the intention of acquiring

wealth of the killed, and he tried to deny
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9.

10.

11.

the crime, but Allah exposed him and he
was deprived of the inheritance.

» There is another lesson here that the
children of Israel were put to trial by the
cow out of all other animals twice once by
taking the calf as god and the second time
by slaughtering it.

The devil tricked the Jews concerning Saturday
when they did not obey the command of Allah
and tried to play tricks and the result was that they
were transformed into apes. It is known that they
disobeyed Allah by consuming unlawful foods,
committing adultery and killing for no just
reasons, which are more serious offences than
playing the trick on Saturday. But since they took
things which Allah declared to be unlawful as
lawful by tricks and tried to deceive Allah and
change His religion by stratagems, Allah punished
them by transmuting them into apes.

He also tested them when fat was forbidden to
them; they melted it, sold it and used its price
without realizing that the price was also not
allowed to be used.

He tempted them to take the graves of their
Prophets as mosques, and pushed them to kill
their Prophets. They killed Zakaria and Yahya.
Later they accused Jesus and his mother with grave
offences knowing well that he was the Messenger
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12.

13.

of Allah and they tried to kill him but Allah saved
him.

They were moved by Satan to kill their Prophets
who brought guidance to them, and took their
rabbis and monks as gods besides Allah taking
lawful what they declared to be lawful and
considering unlawful what they prohibited
without checking whether it was in line with what
Allah has decreed.

They were also tempted by Satan to claim that
Allah cannot abrogate something. The Torah has
rejected this claim and the Qur’an also cited it:
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“All food was lawful to the children of Israel
except for what Israel made unlawful for himself
before the Torah was revealed. Say, Bring the
Torah and read out if you are telling truth. Those
who persist in making up lies and attributing
them to Allah after this are the wrongdoers. Say;
Allah speaks truth, so follow Abraham’s religion;
he had true faith and was never an idolater.”
(3:93-95)
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14.

15.

These verses declare their lies that there is no
abrogation in the religion. Allah said here that all
food was lawful to the children of Israel before
the revelation of the Torah except for what Bani
Israel had made unlawful to themselves. There
were other things which were allowed and the
Torah declared them unlawful, and this is what
abrogation is.

Another trick of the devil is their claim if the
jurists declare something lawful it becomes lawful
and if the declare anything to be unlawful it
becomes so even if the text of the Torah is
against it. This means that they allow their rabbis
and monks to abrogate but they do not accept it
from Allah. It is like the devil who refused to
prostrate  to Adam and considered it as
debasement of his status and then he agreed to be
pimp for every evildoer and disobedient. It is also
like the worshippers of idols who refused to
accept the Messenger sent to them that he be a
human being yet they agreed to take stones as
their gods. In the same way the Christians
declared their priests to be free from the spouse
and child but did not refrain from attributing
them to Allah, glory be to Him.

The Jews had many jurists in the past who
compiled the Mishna and Talmud, two
important sources of their religious teachings.
The authors of these books did. not live at the

same time. Every scholar added to them. Their
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16.

17.

18.

rabbis prohibited eating the animals slaughtered
by the people of other faiths. They also
prohibited inter-marriage with the followers of
other religions. When the later leaders noted that
the Torah has not spoken about the prohibition
of the food of the other people except the
worshippers of the idols, they put strict rules for
the slaughtering of the animals.

The devil deceived them concerning the
slaughtering of animals. They introduced new
rules which were not in the Torah, nor in the
teachings of Moses. They were introduced by
their religious leaders and rabbis.

The devil pushed them to use stratagems to avoid
a command and prohibition if it was hard for
them. They are the people of tricks, schemes and
manoeuvres. They tried their plots in the time of
the Messenger of Allah # against him and his
Companions but Allah Almighty foiled all their
schemes. They plotted to kill him many times
but Allah rescued him. They tried to throw a
hand mill over him, but Allah told him and he
left the place. They allied with his enemies from
the idolaters but Allah made them fail in their
plan. They planned to poison him but it did not
work. They did their best to defeat the
Messenger # but all their plans failed.

Another trick of Satan with them is that they in
the first ten days of the first month say in their
prayer: “The nations say: “Where is their God?”
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20.

Wake up how long are you going to remain
asleep, our Lord! Wake up from Your sleep!
They utter these words of disbelief because they
feel tired of the humiliation and frustration.
They claim that after creating mankind Allah
regretted, and attribute to Him things which do
not suit His majesty and power. They confronted
our Prophet # with this type of statement. One
of them said that Allah created the heavens and
the earth in six days and felt tired so He went to
relax. Allah revealed the following verse in
refutation of their claim:
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“We created the heavens and the earth and
everything between them in six days and no
sense of weariness touched Us.” (50:38)

The devil moved them to compare themselves
with a bunch of grapes and other nations with
the thorns surrounding the walls of the vine.
This is a sheer stupidity because the people who
grow the grapes cover the vines with thorns in
order to protect the tree.

They used to make covenant with Allah, but
when they went out on an expedition, they broke
it. Allah took away their power and authority
and imposed humiliation on them and dispersed
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21.

22.

them in the land. Now they resorted to regain
their power by deception, scheme and cheating. |
Another matter which Satan put in their minds is
that they are waiting for a man to appear from
the progeny of Dawud %&); when he appears and
moves his lips with supplication, all the people
will die. This person is according to their belief
the promised messiah.

The devil also tempted them to vilify their
Prophets and cause them harm as they did with
Moses %8 and Allah rescued him and ordered
this community not to follow them. Allah said:
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“Those who believe do not be like those who

insulted Moses - Allah cleared him of their

allegations and he was highly honoured in
Allah’s epes.” (33:69)

Abu Hurayrah reported: “The children of Israel
used to take baths naked looking at the private
parts of one another, but Moses bathed alone.
They said: ‘Moses does not join us in bathing
because he may have some disease.” One day
when Moses went to take a bath and put his
dress on a stone, the stone ran away with his
clothes and Moses ran after it calling: ‘O stone,
my clothes! Stone, my clothes! till the stone
halted with a group of the children of Israel.
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They looked at the body of Moses and said:
“There is nothing wrong with Moses.”

They levelled to other Prophets of serious
allegations and did not spare our Prophet

Muhammad .

The Muslim scholars disagreed among themselves concerning
the Torah which is in the hands of the Jews. Some people
said that all or most of it is distorted and changed. Others
held that the changes occurred in its interpretation not in the
text. A third group believe that this Torah has suffered some
alterations and changes but the major parts of it are
authentic. One of the additions they made in the text is that
Allah ordered Abraham to slaughter his only child Isaac. Isaac

has been added to the text. It is not true for the following

reasons:

1.

It is agreed among all three religions that the first
son of Abraham was Ishmael. Then to say that
the first son to be sacrificed was Isaac is a
contradiction. '

Allah Almighty ordered Abraham to move Hagar
and her son Ishmael from the house of Sarah so
that she does not feel jealous. How then He can
ask to sacrifice the son of the wife and retain the
son of concubine?

The incident of sacrifice surely took place in
Makkah, which was fixed as the place of sacrifice
and offering in commemoration of the story of

Abraham with his son.
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4. Allah Almighty gave Sarah, the mother‘of Isaac,

good tiding of the birth of Isaac and Jacob
(11:71). How then would He ask Isaac to be

sacrificed?

. When Allah mentioned the story of the sacrifice

He concluded by saying: “We gave Abraham the
good news of Isaac — a Prophet and a righteous
man.” Allah appreciated the obedience of
Abraham and rewarded him by giving him Isaac.

. Abraham asked Allah for a child, to which He

responded and gave him good news of his birth.
When the child reached the age of working with
him, Allah ordered him to sacrifice him. We read

in the Qur’an:
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“Abraham said: T will go ro my Lord: He is sure
to guide me. Lord, grant me a righteous son,’ so
We gave him the good news that he would have
a forebearing son.” (37:99-101)

This indicates that this child was given after the
supplication and he was the one who was to be
sacrificed. The good news of the birth of Isaac
was without supplication and at an old age, and
it was his wife Sarah who was given the news.

That is why she was surprised. Allah cites the
story: :
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“To Abraham Our messengers brought good
news. They said, ‘Peace.” He answered, Peace,’
and without delay he brought in a roasted calf
When he saw that their hands did not reach
towards the meal, he found this strange and
became afraid of them. But they said, ‘Do not
be afraid. We have been sent against the people
of Lot.” His wife was standing nearby and
laughed. We gave her good news of Isaac and
after him Jacob. She said, ‘Alas for me! How I
am to bear a child when I am an old woman
and my husband here is an old man? That
would be a strange thing. They said, Are you
astonished at whar Allah ordains?” (11:71-73)

Consider the context you will see two sets of
good news, which are different from one
another; the first one for him and the second
one for her. The first one was the one to be
sacrificed.
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10.

Ibrahim %8 did not bring his son Ishaq to
Makkah and did not separate him from his
mother. How can Allah command him to take
the son of his wife to the place where his co-wife
lived and sacrifice him and spare the son of his
co-wife?

When Allah, the Great, took Ibrahim as His
friend, and the friendship required that his heart
be fully attached to his Lord and leave no space
for anything else, then Ibrahim asked for a son
and Isma’il was given to him with whom
Ibrahim’s heart was attached. Allah Almighty
wanted that attachment for Him as well (as a test
for Ibrahim). So, He decided to put Ibrahim to
test by commanding him to sacrifice his son.
When Ibrahim surrendered and prepared to carry
out the command of his Lord, Allah appreciated
his willingness and spared the child because the
objective was achieved. This type of trial can only -
happen with the first child, which was Ismai’l
Ibrahim %<8 was given Ishaq at an advanced age
while Isma’il was born to him when he was
young. Normally the heart of a person is attached
to the first child not the one who was given at the
old age.

The Prophet # said honourably: “I am the son of

two sacrificed ones,” referring to his father

Abdullah and the grandfather Isma’il.
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The point is that the word of Ishaq was added to the text of
the Torah by the Jews. There are many other examples of
manipulations and distortions in the Holy text which was
given to Moses. This happened because the Jews suffered
many tribulations in their history and their Holy Book was
destroyed. Then Ezra (Uzayr) collected its- parts from his
memory and what was retained by the religious people and
compiled this Torah which is in possession of the Jews. Uzayr
was highly regarded for this work and some Jews went to the
extent of considering him as the son of god, as the Qur'an
tells us. (9:30)

These are a few examples of the tricks of Satan played
with the Jews which should make a sincere Muslim realise the
favour of Allah to him, Who bestowed on him the grace of
knowledge and faith through which those whom He wishes
to guide get guidance; and with Allah rests the help.
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