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Introduction

If a person looks at the advice given by the scholars in the fatwa below, he will notice the
method of the scholars in guiding the Ummah and the citizens of a Muslim country. They
do not mention the rulers, nor do they criticise them publicly. Their advice is directed to all
the people in general, and the citizens of the country. Why? Because Allah has made
each person responsible for his own deeds and conduct. Each person can withhold from
.sins just as Allah has commanded him or her

Muslims do not need to attend gatherings of lewdness, transgression and immorality,
where people listen to music, and where they dance and sing. No one compels a person
to attend these concerts and festivals — people make their own decision to attend, and to

disobey Allah, they choose to commit major sins and waste the wealth that Allah has

given them. As for the rulers, then the duty of the sincere believers and scholars is to
make du’a for them, that Allah guides them — and to offer them sincere advice privately if
.one is able, or to write to them with sincere and truthful words

Importantly, we should advise the Muslims (and especially the youth) to not attend these
sinful gatherings where Allah and His Messenger (salallahu alaihi wasallam) are
disobeyed; and where sins are openly committed, and upon whom may come the anger
.and punishment of Allah

And | remind Ahlus-Sunnah that it is not permitted to revile the Muslim rulers or to criticise
them publicly. Imam al-Barbahari (died 329H, rahimhaullah) stated, “If you find a man
making du’a against the ruler, know that he is a person of innovation. And if you
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find a person making supplication for the rectification of the ruler, know that he is a
”.person of the Sunnah, insha’ Allah

And Imam lbn Baz (rahimahullah) stated: “It is not from the methodology of the early
scholars (Salaf) to spread the mistakes and shortcomings of the rulers and to
mention that from the pulpits, because that leads to disorder and confusion, and
the withdrawal of hearing and obeying the rulers in that which is good — and it
leads to delving into affairs that are harmful and not of benefit. Instead, the way of
the Salaf was to advise the sultan, and to write to him, or to inform the scholars
who would then convey that advice to the ruler so that he is directed towards
goodness. As for forbidding what is wrong without mentioning the name of the
wrongdoer, such as forbidding and rebuking fornication, drinking alcohol and
usury without mentioning the name of the doer, and that is an obligation due to the
general proofs [in the Shari’ah]. And it is sufficient that the sins are refuted and
warned against without mentioning the name of the one doing them, not the ruler
and nor other than him.” He continued, “And when the ignoramus Khawarij opened the
door of evil in the time of the Caliph ‘Uthman (radiyallahu ‘anhu), and they criticised him
openly, the fitnah became severe, fighting and corruption ensued whose effects upon the
(people have not ceased till this day.” (Majmoo’ Al-Fatawa of Ibn Baz 8/210

The Messenger of Allah (salallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) said: “If one of you sees
something from the ruler that he hates, let him not publicise it.” This is a clear
hadeeth forbidding openly protesting and publicly speaking against the ruler. Then he
gave the Muslims a method of correcting the ruler: “Rather you should take the ruler
by his hand into seclusion and advise him privately. If he accepts the advice, then
that is good. If he refuses, then you have fulfilled your duty.” (Hadeeth reported by
Imam Ahmad in al-Musnad 3/403 no. 15369, As-Sunnah of Ibn Abi ‘Asim 3/102 no. 910,
.(graded sahth by Al-Albant and others

Question to the Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and
:Fatwa

Date: 7-3-1420 AH / 21-06-1999 CE

It is not hidden from you that there are many festivals that are held in our blessed country
in these times. These festivals involve music, singing, and inviting singers from inside this
land and from abroad, distracting people from what benefits them in their religion and
worldly affairs, as well as the fact that it is wasting money on things that do not please
Allah. Could you kindly issue a Fatwa in this regard, and warn our Muslim brothers
against indulging in these activities? May Allah reward you and cause the Muslims to
.benefit from your knowledge

The Committee looked into the question submitted to the Mufti by some questioners and
which was referred to it from the Secretariat General of the Council of Senior Scholars
.((no. 1577 on 7/3/1420 AH
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:The question reads as follows

Some notable people in our land during these days, the summer holidays, include events
in their festivals such as inviting a number of singers, poets and actors from inside and
outside the Kingdom, and they call the general people to come along and attend. We
:would like to ask about the following

What is the ruling on holding these festivals, which are filled with singing and where .1
?musical instruments are played

What is the ruling on spending, encouraging others to attend, and being happy with .2
?that

What is the ruling on bringing non-Muslim singers, paying for them, listening to their .3
songs, encouraging them, and being pleased with their presence? What is the ruling on
the audience who listens to them? Could you kindly advise on this matter? May Allah
reward you, because some people think these things are lawful and Shari’ah does not
.prohibit all the cases mentioned above

:Answer

It is forbidden for a Muslim to organise celebrations or festivals which include evil and
sinful actions such as singing, music, free-mixing between men and women, magicians
and conjurers. There are abundant Shari’ah proofs that prohibit these matters as they are
from the means that lead people to fall into what Allah has prohibited from lewdness,
immorality and wickedness. Allah threatens a painful punishment for those who like that
the sin of fornication and loose morals should be propagated among the believers — and
for those who call people to these sins. Allah (the Glorified and Most Perfect) says

55315 WA 3 adl e g1 AT Gl 8 Alaldl) g O Gy siad Gl )

Verily, those who love that lewdness and immoral sexual behaviour should be*
propagated among those who believe will have a painful torment in this world and
”.in the Hereafter

And if it is known that holding these carnivals and festivals is prohibited, then attending,

spending money on them and calling people to them are prohibited too. It is a waste and
loss of money and time in things that do not please Allah, the Most Perfect and Exalted,

:and it is cooperation in sin and transgression. Allah (the Most High) states

Help you one another in righteousness and piety, but do not help one another in“
”.sin and transgression. And fear Allah, verily, Allah is severe in punishment

It is related in the Hadeeth agreed upon by Bukhari and Muslim that the “Prophet
” (salallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) used to forbid wasting wealth
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May Allah grant us success, and may the peace and blessings be upon our Prophet
.Muhammad, his family, and Companions

:Scholars

Abdul-Azeez Ibn Abdillah Aalush-Shaykh
Salih Al-Fawzan

Abdullah Al-Ghudayan

Bakr Abu Zayd

(Fatwa no. 20856, vol. 26, pp. 225-227)
(Source: https://www.alifta.gov.sa)

:Further Articles to Read on the Topic

(Free-Mixing between the sexes in Islam — A detailed discussion. (Read here

The Islamic Ruling on Music and Singing —Ibn Baz, Al-Albani, Ibn Taymiyyah, lbn Al-
(Qayyim and the Four Madhhabs. (Read here

The Deen Squad mock, abuse and revile those who call to practise Islam upon the Path
(of the Prophet’s Companions and the Salaf. (Read here

(Ruling on going to the Cinema and Watching Movies—by Shaikh |bn Baz. (Read here
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