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BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR

He is Muhammad bin Ahmad bin ‘Uthman bin Qaymaz at-
Turkamani adh-Dhahabi, Shamsu-d-Din, Aba ‘Abdullah, the
Hadith Master (hdfidh), the great scholar (‘allamah), the histo-
rian (m#’arrikh) and researching scholar (muhaqqiqg). He was born
in Kafarabatna, Damascus, in the year 673H and travelled to
many different lands in the pursuit of knowledge.

He studied under a galaxy of scholars, male and female, some
of whom were Shaykh al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah, ibn Dagqiq al-
‘Eid, Ibrahim at-Tabati, ‘Umar bin al-‘Abbas, Abu al-Hajjaj al-
Mizzi, ‘Alamu-d-Din al-Barzali, Khadijah bint Yasuf, Zainab
bint Ahmad and Fatimah bint Ibrahim.

He excelled in the sciences of Qur’an recitation, hadith, jarh
wa-t-ta‘dil, and history. He was appointed as teacher in a number
of hadith schools in Damascus such as Dar al-Hadith al-
‘Arawiyyah, Dar al-Hadith an-Nafisiyyah and Dar al-Hadith al-
Fadiliyyah.

He was highly respected and praised by many of the great schol-
ars, it is sufficient to mention that ibn Hajr al-‘Asqalani used to
drink Zamzam with the intention of attaining the rank of adh-
Dhahabi in knowledge and he said about him, ‘he is among
those who have total mastery in the field of critiquing hadith
narrators.’

He had many students, some of whom were, Ahmad bin
Muhammad al-Maqdisi, Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Ala’i, ibn
Kathir and Taqi-ud-Din as-Subki.



Biography of the Author 5

He authored many invaluable works, exceeding two hundred,
which were sought after in all the lands. Some of the more.
famous ones are, al-Arba‘in fi Sifitillih, al-Ulwww, Tangih at-
Tahqiq, Mizdn al-1'tidal, Tarikb al-Islim, Siyar A'lim an-Nubuld’
and Tadbkiratu-I-Huffidh.

He became blind seven years before he passed away in the year
748H, may Allih have mercy upon him.'

The title of this treatise is, Tashabbubh al-Khasis bi Ahli-I-Khamis
fi-r-Radd at-Tashabbub bi-I-Mushrikin which could be translated
as, ‘the disgraceful imitation of those who celebrate al-Khamis,?
a refutation of imitating the polytheists.’

! All footnotes in the following treatise are taken from the notes to it by
Shaykh ‘Ali Hasan al-Halabi, sometimes quoted verbatim and sometimes
summarised. Additional notes have been added by the translator and these are
preceded by «T».

%It is written in the manusctipt in small writing above this title, i.e. Khamis al-
Bayd and it is well-known.”
I say: this Khamis is divided into two categories:

a) The Lesser Khamis which refers to the last Thursday to fall in the
days in which the Christians fast.

b) The Greater Khamis which falls at the end of their days of fasting,
they call this occasion ‘the Celebration of the Last Supper’ (‘%id al-md idab).

Refer to ibn Taymiyyah, Tgtida’ as-Sirit al-Mustagin’ [1/314] and the
notes of its editor.

«T» The days in which the Christians fast are known as Lent, they
commence from Ash Wednesday, last forty weekdays and end with Easter.
Easter is the Christian festival celebrating the ‘resurrection’ of Jesus. So the
Khamis which the author, may Allih have mercy upon him, mentions most
probably means Easter.

The Monday before Lent, Collop Monday, was spent in eating meat=
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=and the Tuesday in eating sweets — the origin of Pancake day.

Another important Christian action of worship is the Eucharist. This
is the Christian sacrament commemorating the Last Supper in which bread and
wine are consecrated and consumed. The author makes frequent reference to
the consuming of bread in this treatise, perhaps this is in reference to this act
and other Christan worships in which bread is consumed.



IMITATING THE DISBELIEVERS
AvL-HAFIDH ADH-DHAHAB] (D.748H)

THE TREATISE

All praise and thanks are due to the One who favoured us with
Islam, Who granted us sight after blindness, Who guided us
from misguidance and bestowed upon us blessings that allow
us to abide by the upright and steadfast religion.

Peace and blessings be upon our master, Muhammad, who was
sent as a metcy to all of the worlds, as an Imam for the pious
and God-fearing, as an intercessot' for the sinners, as a warner
— warning against imitating the Jews, Christians and Sabians,’
and as a caller to Alldh upon firm knowledge with the clearest
of proofs. [Peace and blessings be upon him], his family and all
of his Companions.

It is truly distressing to find the ignorant masses losing much
[knowledge and understanding] of what the righteous Salaf *

!"The scholars have clarified that the Messenger (#£) has been granted a number
of types of intercession. These were briefly mentioned by Imam ibn Abi al-
Vzz al-Hanafl, Sharh ‘Agidab at-Tahdwiyyah’and mentioned in detail by Shaykh
Mugbil bin Hidi al-Wadi‘, ash-Shifé ‘a. This latter book is a beneficial work on
this subject.

*'They are a people who worship the stars and Angels.
Refer to Tafsir ibn Kathir [1/104].

? These are the people of those generations about whom the Prophet (#)
testified to be upon good, ‘the best of people are my generation, then those=
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were upon comprising their holding firm to the Straight Path,
their avoiding innovations and their shunning the distinguish-
ing features of the denizens of Hell. Similarly it is distressing
to find the ignorant ones of the Khalaf * following every sinful,
misguided individual. There is no might or movement except
with Allah, the Most High, the Great!

That which the Noble Messenger (#) warned us of has occurred
when he said,
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“You will surely follow the ways of those who came
before you, in exactly the same fashion, to the point
that were they to enter the hole of a lizard, you too
would enter it It was asked of him, ‘O Messenger
of Alldh! Do you mean the Jews and Christians?’ He

=who follow, then those who follow...".

Repotted by al-Bukhiti [Eng, Trans. 3/498 no. 819, 5/2 no. 2, 8/292 no. 436)
and Muslim [Eng. Trans. 4/1347 nos 6156-6158] from ‘TImrin. «I» Also re-
ported by Bukhiri [Eng. Trans. 3/498 no. 820, 5/2 no. 3, 8/292 no. 437] and
Muslim [Eng. Trans. 4/1345 no’s 6150-6153] from ‘Abdullih bin Mas‘d;
Muslim [Eng. Trans. 4/1346 no’s 6154-6155] from Abt Hurayrah; and Mus-
lim [Eng. Trans. 4/1347 no. 6159] from ‘A’ishah.

*They ate the one who came after the Salaf, those who deviated from their path

and opposed their methodology (manbaj). O Allih! We ask You that we follow
the path of the Sa/sf, and we take refuge with You from the innovations of the
Khalaf.
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replied, ‘who else?’?

Meaning who else could I be referring to?

The Prophet (#) said,

-
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Whoever imitates a people is of them.®
The Messenger of Alldh () said,

0l s)Ladl ele 5o yiais 3450

The Jews are those who have anger upon them and
the Christians are those who have strayed.’

*Reported by Bukhiri [Eng,. Trans. 4/440 no. 662, 9/314 no. 422] and Muslim
[Eng. Trans. 4/1403 no’s 6448-6449] from Abl Safd. It is also reported by
Bukhiri [Eng. Trans. 9/314 no. 421] from AbG Hurayrah.

6 A portion of a hadith reported by Ahmad [nos 5114, 5115] from ibn ‘Umar
with a hasan isndd. This portion itself is reported by Abti Dawiid [Eng. Trans.
3/1127 no. 4020] with a hasan isnid and it was declared sabih by al-Triqi, a/
Mughni ‘an Hamal al-Asfar [1/342)].

«T» See appendix for a discussion on this Aadith.

7 Reported by at-Tirmidhi [no. 2956], Ahmad [4/378] and ibn Hibbén [no.s
1715,2279).

Its isnad contains ‘Ubbéd bin Hubaysh, only one narrator reports from
him and ibn Hibbén declared him thiqah! Al-Hafidh said, ‘magbd/. 1 say: the
badith has a number of witnesses, both mawqif and matfé, that have been
mentioned by as-SuyGtl, ad-Durr al-Manthir [1/42].

Therefore the badith is hasan insha® Allah.
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Allah has obligated upon you, O Muslim, to supplicate to Him,
the Exalted, every single day and night, seventeen times,” ask-
ing Him for guidance to the Straight Path, the path of those
whom He favoured, not the [path] of those who have anger
upon them nor the [path] of the misguided.

How can you bring yourself to imitate a people whose descrip-
tion is this, who atre but fuel for the fire?!

If it was said to you, ‘imitate an object of ridicule, a laughing
stock’, you would surely scorn this and become angry. How is
it then that you imitate the uncircumcised worshipper of the
cross in his celebrations (%d)? How is it that you dress your
children with new clothes and inculcate a sense of joy in them?
How is it that you decorate eggs for them, buy incense (bukbiir)
and celebrate the festival of your enemy in the same fashion as
you would celebrate the %d [legislated by] your Prophet (&)’

Where would such a practice take you except to the anger of
Alldh and his displeasure? Provided He does not forgive you
that is, and provided that you know'® that your Prophet,
Muhammad (#) used to encourage differing from the People
of the Book in everything that was specific to them."

81.e. in the five obligatory prayers through reciting Stirah al-Fatihah.

% This refers to ‘Eid al-Fitrand ‘Eid al-Ad ha, these are the two ‘eids that have
been legally legislated for us in Islim, every other ‘eid is an innovation in the
religion of Alldh. Refer to the treatise by al-Fakihani, a~-Mawrid fi “Amal al-Mawlid
and my notes upon it.

10The stipulation of knowledge is important, so be aware of it!

" The stipulation of specificity is important, through it a great difficulty is=
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Consider white hairs about which the Prophet (#) said,
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Whoever [lives to see] a single white hair [on him]
in Isldm, it will be a light for him on the Day of

Judgment.'

yet at the same time he ordered us to dye them another colour,
[other than black], in order to differ from them, saying,

o sfnd B 54
Indeed the Jews do not dye their hair, so differ
from them.”

=removed that commonly crosses the minds of people — what is the principle
that determines when one has resembled the disbelievers?

The answer is: doing that which is specific to them.
The comments of the author, may Alldh have mercy upon him, concerning this
follow.

2 A portion of a hadith reported by at-Tirmidhi [no. 1634] and an-Nasa’t [6/
26] from ‘Amr bin ‘Abasa.

The isndd contains the ‘an‘anah of Bagiyyah who used to commit
tadlis at-taswiyyah. However it has other routes from Fudalah bin ‘Ubaid, ‘Umar,
Abl Hurayrah and Aba Najih as-Sulami.

Therefore the badith is sahih due to witnesses. Refer to al-Albani,
Silsilab as-Sabihab [3/248).

«T» The wording used by the author, may Alldh have mercy upon
him, has been reported by at-Tirmidhi [no. 1700] from Ka‘b bin Murrah. The
hadith of ‘Amr is quoted after it but has ‘in the way of Allah’ instead of ‘in
Islam’

13 Reported by Bukhati [Eng, Trans. 4/442 no. 668, 7/519 no. 786], Muslim
[Eng. Trans. 3/1156 no. 5245] and others from AbG Hurayrah. =
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He obligated us to differ from them in many matters, from those
matters that were specific to them such as:

‘.Juu cup:}:pilioujr_’f.\;ﬁbt_f 13)
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If any one of you has two garments then let him
pray in them, if he only has one garment then let him
tie it firmly like an 7zdr [waist wrapper] and not let it
hang off the shoulder as the Jews do. '*

Reported by Aba Dawud. *°
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«T» ibn Hajr, Fat "hu-I-Bari [6/618] said, ‘meaning dying the hair of the beard
and head. This does not contradict the prohibition of removing white hairs
because dying does not imply removing, Moreover the allowable dying has
been restricted to a colour other than black due to what Muslim reports from
the hadith of Jabir that he (#£) said, “change [their] colour but avoid black.”
Abl Dawid reports the hadith of ibn ‘Abbés that he (#) said, “in the last
times there will be a natdon who dye their hair black such that it resembles crops
of doves, they will not attain the smell of Paradise.” Ibn Hibban ruled it to be
sapip and its isndd is strong,’

'* That is by draping it over the body and letting it hang, without lifting the
end. «T» as stated by al-Khattabi, Ma‘Glim as-Sunan [1/154] and quoted by al-
Adhimabadi, “Awn al-Ma'bid [2/339).

15 Reported by Abt Dawid [Eng. Trans. 1/167 no. 635] and Ahmad [2/ 148]
from ibn ‘Umar. =
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Differ from the Jews and pray in your shoes for they
do not pray in their shoes or leather socks.

Reported by Shaddid bin Aws.!

Do you not see that the blue and yellow turbans (‘amimah) used
to be lawful for us to wear previously, but ever since the turn
of the eighth century when Sultin al-Malik an-Nasir '’ imposed
upon [the Jews and Christians] to wear them, they become pro-
hibited for us?

Can you now, O Muslim, bring yourself to wear a yellow or
blue turban?! You are drowning in the intoxication of negli-
gence and carelessness,

or” %
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«Indeed we found our fore-fathers following a
religion» [Ag-Zukbraf (43): 23]

The Prophet (#) said,

The zsnéd is hasan.

'S Reported by Aba Dawid [Eng. Trans. 1/171 no. 652], al-Hakim [1/260] and
at-Tabarini, a/-Kabir [no’s 7164, 7165).
The isnid is basan.

'” He is Muhammad bin Qalawtin (d. 741H). His biography can be found in an-
Nujim az-Zihirah [8/41,115) and ‘@d-Durar al-Kiminah’[4/144].

Ibn Kathir, a/-Bididyah wa an-Nibdyah [14/16] said concerning the events
that occurred in the year 700H, ‘on Monday the conditions of custody and
protection (dhimma) were read to the Ablu-dh-Dhimma and they were enjoined to
them and an agreement was reached to segregate them to the outlying districts,
hence they were subjugated and humiliated. This was proclaimed throughout
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Differ from the polytheists..."
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The difference between our fasting and the fasting
of the People of the Book is the partaking of the
subdir (pre-dawn meal)."”

A group of the Salaf, such as Mujahid explained the saying of
Allah, the Exalted,

PN P R ANt F"/
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«Those who do not witness falsehood...» [A/
Furgan (25): 72]

to mean witnessing the celebrations of the polytheists.”

=the land. The Christians were made to wear blue turbans, the Jews yellow and
the Samirah, red. A great deal of good resulted from this and they [the
disbelievets] wete distinguished from the Muslims...”

18 The end of the hadith is, ‘let the beard flow and trim the moustache.
Reported by Bukhiri [Eng. Trans. 7/516 no. 780}, Muslim [Eng. Trans. 1/159
no.s 498-500] and al-Bayhagqi [1/150] from ibn ‘Umar.

«T» Also reported by Muslim [Eng. Trans. 1/160 no. 501] from AbG
Hurayrah.

1 Reported by Muslim [Eng, Trans. 2/533 no. 2413], Abt Dawid [Eng. Trans.
2/643 no. 2336], at-Tirmidhi [no. 709] and others from ‘Amr bin al-“As.

% As-Suyitl, ad-Durr al-Manthir'[6/282] recorded this from ibn ‘Abbds and=
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The Messenger of Allah (#) said,
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Every nation has their celebration, and indeed our
celebration is this day. ?'

This saying of his necessitates the constraint of every nation
to its own particular celebration. Alldh, the Exalted says,

esise sk

«To each we have appointed a law and a way»
[ALMa'idab (5): 48]

So if the Christians have their specific festival and the Jews
have their specific festival, the Muslim cannot join them in cel-
ebrating it, in the same way that he cannot join them in follow-
ing their law or in their direction of prayer.

It is known that from amongst the conditions that ‘Umar
(radiy.Allabn ‘anbu) laid down were that the Ablu-dh-Dhimma *
could not openly observe their celebrations. 2 The Muslims
unanimously agreed to this.

=referred it to al-Khatib. Shaykh al-Islim ibn Taymiyyah, %/Ig#di’’ quoted it
from ibn Sitin, ar-Rabi* bin Anas and ad-Dahhik.

' Reported by Bukhati [Eng. Trans. 2/38 no. 72, 5/184 no. 268], Muslim [Eng,
Trans. 2/419 no.’s 1938-1939] and an-Nasa’i [3/195] from ‘A’ishah.

? (T» i.e. non-Muslims living under the protection of the Islimic state.

 Ibn al-Qayyim, A bkdm Abk-db-Dhimma [2/659-778] has a detailed commen-
tary to these conditions.
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So how then is it permissible for the Muslims to openly prac-
tice their specific customs? Customs such as dying the hair of
children, decorating eggs, buying and selling sheets that have
coloured pictures on them, metal cups which are used to sprin-
kle incense over someone [giving off a smell] that would re-
pulse the Angels, attract the devils, and support the open cel-
ebration of practices specific to the accursed transgressors, ring-
ing their bells in the markets, and allowing men and children to
place bets with each other using eggs.**

There is no movement or might except with Allah, the Most
High, the Great.

The Messenger of Allah (#) said,
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When people see the evil and do not make efforts in
changing it, soon will Allih cover them all with a
punishment from Himself.?
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¢ And today we find that people have exceeded this and have started betting
with money and things more precious than it!

% Reported by at-Tirmidhi [no. 3059], ibn Méjah [Eng, Trans. 5/321 no. 4005],
Abt Dawid [Eng. Trans. 3/1207 no. 4324] and others from Abt Bakr.
The isndd is sahih.
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There is not a single nation amongst whom a sin is
committed, and they are stronger and more capable
[of preventing it] than the one committing it, then
they do not change it, except that Allih would cover
them with a punishment from Him. %

From the most vile of matters and greatest of calamities is
what you see of your ignorant brother buying this incense and
coloured paper for his ignorant wife who proceeds to place it in
the open, under the sky, thinking that Mary would drag the trail
of her gown over itl Whereas Mary, upon her be peace, has
died and was buried something like thirteen hundred years ago!

She draws a cross with tar on your door in order to safeguard
against magic! She sticks pictures on the wall thinking that they
will cause snakes and scorpions to flee whereas in reality the
only ones fleeing will be the Angels!

By Allah, I do not know what you have left of exalting the
Christians?! By Allah, if you do not reject these practices, then
you must either accept them and be pleased with them or be
ignorant.” We take refuge with Alldh from ignorance.

The Messenger of Allah (#£) said,

% Reported by Ahmad [4/361, 363, 364, 366], Abti Dawid [Eng. Trans. 3/
1208 no. 4325], ibn Majah [Eng, Trans. 5/324 no. 4009] and others via a number
of routes from Jarir bin ‘Abdyllih.

It is asan and is supported by the previous badith.

7 And whoever is pleased with these practices and content in his heart becomes
a kdfir and refuge is sought with Alldh! Whoever does these practices out of
ignorance should be taught so that his ignorance is removed.
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Whoever imitates a people is of them.

Now if someone wetre to say: but we do not intend to resemble
them!

It would be said in reply: The very action of agreeing with them
and participating with them in their festive seasons and
celebrations is prohibited. The evidence for this is what is
established in the authentic fadith from the Messenger of Allah
(%) that he,
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Prohibited prayer at the time of suntise and sunset®

He (#&) said,
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Indeed it rises between the two horns of Satan and it
is at that time that the disbelievers prostrate to it.%’

2 Reported by Bukhiri [Eng. Trans. 1/324 no. 562], Muslim [Eng, Trans. 1/
395 no. 1803] and others from AbG Hurayrah.

«TI» Also reported by Muslim [Eng, Trans. no’s 1804-1808] from ibn
‘Abbés, Abt Sa‘d, ibn ‘Umar and ‘Ugbah bin ‘Amir.

» Reported by Muslim [Eng. Trans. 2/395 no. 1812
«T» as part of a lengthy hadith], Abh Dawad [Eng, Trans. 1/336 no.=
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However the one who is praying does not intend this, because
were he to intend it he would become a disbeliever, rather the
action itself of agreeing and participating is prohibited.

There are also many causes of corruption which result from
imitating them, from amongst them are:

The Muslim children will be raised upon loving these festivals
of disbelief due to what is prepared in them of playful pas-
times, new clothes, food, loaves of bread and other such things.
What an evil teacher you are, O Muslim, if you do not prohibit
your family and children from this and you do not explain to
them that these are the practices of the Christians and that it is
not permissible for us to join in with them or imitate them.

Satan has adorned these practices for many of the ignorant
masses and the negligent scholars — even though they may be
attributed to knowledge, for such a persons knowledge becomes
a cause of punishment for him as he (&) said,
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The severest of people punished on the Day of
Judgement will be a scholar who Allih did not ben-
efit through his knowledge.”

=1272] and an-Nasi’i [1/279] from ‘Amr bin ‘Abasa.

% Reported by al-Ajurri, &hliq al-Ulama’ [no. 128], ibn ‘Abdi-1-Barr, al-Jami‘[1/
165], ibn ‘Asakir, Dhamm man I Ya'mal bi Timibi [pg. 33] and at-Tabarini, as-
Saghir [1/83). Its isnd is da % jiddan. ‘Uthmén al-Burri was declared matrik by
more than one [scholar]. =
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Whoever knows something, yet acts contrary to it will be pun-
ished for it on the Day of Judgement. It is obligatory upon the
one endowed with authority to actively stop all of this with all
of his ability, indeed in allowing it to continue lies an open
license for the followers of the cross to openly manifest their
specific practices.

It is reported from ‘Umar bin al-Khattab (radiy.Allihu ‘anbu) that
he said, ‘do not learn the manner of speech of the Persians,
and do not enter the churches of the polytheists on the day
of their festivals for indeed displeasure descends upon
them.” !

Therefore it is necessary that every Muslim avoid their celebra-
tions and safeguard himself, the women of his family and his
children from them, if he truly believes in Alldh and the Last
Day. We should not say as some of those obstinate deniers
when prohibited from this, ‘what do we have against them?”’!

The noble master, Fudail bin ‘Ayad said, ‘O my brother! Upon
you is to follow the ways of guidance, even if those traversing
them are few, and to avoid the ways of misguidance even if
those rushing to their destruction are many.

=However the hadith is established as a mawgif report from Abl ad-Darda’
reported by ad-Darimi [1/82], ibn al-Mubarak, az-Zubd [no. 40], AbG Nu‘aym
[1/223] and ibn Abdi-1-Barr [1/165].

Its isndd is sabib.

3 The likes of this is reported by al-Bayhaqj, as-Sunan al-Kubri [9/234), ‘Abdut-

Razziq [no. 1609] and it was declared Sahih by Shaykh al-Islam, Ig#ida’ as-Sirit al-
Mustagim [1/455].
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Satan has deceived and embellished for many of the misguided
sinners, their travelling to another land or city for the purpose
of finding comfort with, and aiding, other misguided sinners
and to increase their numbers. In the hadith there occurs,
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Whoever increases the mass of a nation will be res-
urrected with them. *?

Allah, the Mighty and Magnificent says,
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«O you who believe! Do not take the Jews and
Christians as friends and protectors, they are
only friends and protectors of each other. Who-
ever among you takes them as friends and pro-
tectors is surely one of them. Alldh does not

32 Reported by ad-Dailami [no. 5261 of the summary], Abi Ya‘l, and ‘Ali bin
Ma‘bad, Kitdb at-14'ab wa--Ma siyah as mentioned in Nagbh ar-Rayab’ [4/346] via
the route of ibn Wahb; from Bakr bin Mudar; from ‘Amr bin al-Harith; from
ibn Mas‘ad.

I'say: its narrators are thiqah except that it is munqati‘ between ‘Amr and
ibn Mas‘ud.

Ibn al-Mubarak, ag-Zubd reportts it as a mawqif statement of Abd
Dharr. I'say: it contains al-Ifriqi who is da‘if. Then I saw the likes of what I said
being stated by ibn Hajt, a/-Matélib al-‘Aliyah [no. 1605] and all praise is due to
Alldh Alone.
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guide the wrong-doers.» [ALMéi'idab (5): 51]

The scholars have said that part and parcel of taking them as
friends and protectors is to imitate them and to openly cel-
ebrate their festivals whereas they themselves are ordered to
celebrate them in private in the Muslim lands. Hence when a
Muslim celebrates their festival with them he has aided them in
publicly celebrating it.

This is an evil act and an innovation (bid‘ah) in Islam, none
would commit it except for one who is severely lacking in reli-
gion and faith. Such a person falls under the saying of the

Prophet (&),
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Whoever imitates a people is of them..

Allah has praised those who do not witness the celebrations of
the disbelievers and do not participate in them, saying,
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«Those who do not witness falsehood...» [4/-
Furgin (25): 72]

The understanding of this verse is that those who do witness it
and participate in it are blameworthy and hated because they
have [purposefully] witnessed evil even though they have no
intention of preventing it. The Prophet (#) said,
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Whoever among you sees an evil then let him change
it with his hands, if he is unable then with his tongue
and if he is unable then with his heart and that is the
weakest of faith.”

What evil is greater than participating with the Jews and Chris-
tians in observing their celebrations and festive seasons, cook-
ing what they cook such as flat loaves of bread, selling incense,
dying the hair of their women and children, decorating eggs,
weating new clothes, and going out to the busy centres of the
city and the seaside’s wearing extravagant and expensive attire.
This while the Jews and Christians are in a state of humility,
under our authority, and they do not participate with us or try
to imitate us in our celebrations.

How will you be able to look at the face of your Prophet to-
morrow, on the Day of Judgement? You have opposed his
Sunnah and enacted the action of a disbelieving people, those
who are misguided, those who are enemies of this religion!

If someone were to say: we only do this to entertain our chil-
dren and women.

3 Reported by Muslim [Eng. Trans. 1/33 no’s 79-80], Aba Dawid [Eng.
Trans. 3/1208 no. 4326] and others from Abt Sa‘id al-Khudri.
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It is said in reply: the worst type of people are those who are
pleased and content for their family with that which displeases
Allah, the Exalted. Al-Hasan al-Basri said, ‘a man does not
awake and follow the orders of his wife in everything she de-
sires, except that Alldh would throw him face first in the
Fire’* Allah, the Glotious and Exalted says in His Great Book,
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«O you who believe! Save yourselves and your
families from a Fire...» [A#Taprim (66): 0]

Meaning: teach them and bring them up correctly, enjoin them
to the good and prohibit them from the evil so that you may be
saved from the Fire whose description is that it would have as
its fuel, men and stones. It is postulated that stones refer to the
various types of arrogance, may Allah save us from them.

It is reported from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr (radiy.Alldhn ‘anhuma) that
he said, ‘whoever observes their New Year and other
celebrations and imitates them until he dies in that state,
without having repented, will be resurrected with them on the
Day of Judgment’ Reported by ‘Awf; from al-Mughirah; from
‘Abdullah.”

This saying of his necessitates that this action is from the major
sins and know that performing a small amount will lead to
performing a large amount.

T have not found it. Refer also to ad-Daurr al-Manthiir [8/223-224].

3 As reported by al-Bayhadi, as-Sunan al-Kubri [9/234] and Shaykh al-Islim
declared its isndd to be sabibin al-Igtidd’ [1/457).
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It is necessary that the Muslim seals this door from its roots
and arouses distaste in his family and children from enacting
anything of this. Goodness should be a matter of habit and
avoiding innovation is an action of worship.

The ignorant should not say, ‘I am trying to entertain my
children’! O Muslim can you find no way to entertain them
except with that which displeases the All Merciful, pleases Satan
and is actually a signpost of disbelief and transgression?

What an evil teacher you are! This is how you raise your chil-
dren?

My brother! How strong you would become if you oppose your
base desires, and how you would be led astray were you to
obey your base desires, you would end up having none to blame
but yourself. How sick you would become if you were not to
drink your medicine. How much joy and bliss would you dis-
cover if the gardens of Paradise were your final abode. What a
shameful religion is it of the one who follows the legislation of
the pastors and rabbis. How ignorant is the one who tries to
repel magic from his house by hanging crosses made of tar.
What a disgusting smell is the smell of their perfumes and in-
censes [employed on their celebrations]!

Where are you heading, you old, feeble, evil soul? To the graves?
When will you stop striking those copper church bells at which
is recited their sinful, false liturgy?

Whoever exalts their disgraced (not great) Easter, then this is
from the greatest of evil. Whoever fears Alldh and exalts His
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sacred laws, then this is from the fagwi of the hearts.

O Turner of the hearts! Inspire us to follow the Sunnah of
Your Prophet, and save us from innovation and imitating the
disbelievers.

The Prophet () said,
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Whoever does an action that we have not com-
manded, it is rejected. *

In the Two Sahihs it is reported that the Messenger of Allah
(%) said,
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Whoever introduces in this affair of ours that which
is not part of it, it is rejected. *

The Prophet () said,
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% Reported by Muslim [Eng. Trans. 3/931 no. 4266], Abti Dawid [Eng.
Trans. 3/1294 no. 4589] and others from ‘A’ishah.
«T» Bukhari [Eng. Trans. 3/198 chpt. 61] also reports it as a ta‘liq report.

¥ Reported by Bukhéri [Eng. Trans. 3/535 no. 861], Muslim [Eng; Trans. 3/
931 no. 4267] and othets from ‘A’ishah.
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The best speech is the speech of Alldh and the best
guidance is the guidance of Muhammad (). The

wortst of all matters are the newly invented, every
newly invented matter is an innovation and every in-
novation is misguidance.”®
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None of you believes until his very desires follow
what I have brought.”’
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I have left you upon a great white plain, its night is
like its day, none deviates from it except he who is
destroyed.*

% Reportted by Muslim [Eng. Trans. 2/410 no. 1885], Ahmad [3/371] and al-
Bayhaqi [3/214] from J4bir.

% Reported by ibn Abi ‘Asim, as-Sunnab [no. 15], al-Bayhaqi, a/-Madkhal [no.
209], al-Khatib, a#-Tarikh [4/369)], al-Baghawi [1/212] and others from ‘Abdullih
bin ‘Amr.

Its isnad is da‘if. Ibn Rajab, Jami‘al- Uldim wa-i-Hikam [no. 339] explained
at great length its weakness and defects, so refer to it.

“ Reported by ibn Mijah [Eng. Trans. 1/23 no. 43], al-Hikim [1/ 96] and
others from ‘Irbad bin Sariyah.
1ts isndd is hasan.
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Whoever lives among you will soon see a great deal
of discord, so hold fast to my Sunnah and the sunnah
of the Rightly Guided Khulafa’ after me. Beware of
newly invented matters for every innovation is

misguidance.”

A
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When Allah, the Mighty and Magnificent knows of
one of [His] servants that he hates a person of
innovation, He forgives him even if his actions be

few.*?
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Whoever rebuffs an innovator, Allah fills his heart
with faith and a sense of security.?

“ Reported by Ahmad [4/126, 127, at-Tirmidhi [no. 2676], ibn Mijah [Eng.
Trans. 1/22 no.’s 42-44] and others from al-‘Trbad.
Its isnid is sabib.

421 have not found it in the references that I have.

# Repotted by Abti Nu‘aym, a/-Hilyah and al-HarawA, Dbhamm al-Kalém.
Its Zsndd is da‘if as stated by al-‘Iraqi, Takbrij al-Thya’ [2/169].



Imitating the disbelievers 29

° £ oy o T PP . Eo .
AV G G BT L Lol O
Whoever disgraces a person of innovation, Alldh

secures him from the Great Terror.*

These narrations are famous and well known.*

From the examples of imitating the Christians is what is per-
formed by the ignoramuses of the inhabitants of Ba‘labakka
and al-Bagi‘ ® in their lighting fires in vineyards and orchards
on the night of the celebration of the Crucifixion (Good Fri-
day)." This is also from openly displaying the specific signs of
the Christians, evil be upon the one who does it!

Similarly the lighting of fires on the night of Christmas, buying
wax candles, taking a holiday, delighting in sweets and honey
cakes, and openly displaying joy and excitement.

This constitutes reviving the religion of the cross and their in-
novated celebrations, participating with the polytheists and
imitating the misguided. The Messenger of Allah (#£) said,

*“ This is the completion of the previous Aadith.

% This is not the case for you have come to know that the last three are strange
and weak.

“ Two provinces of Lebanon.

*" (I»The celebratory food for Good Friday being hot-cross buns, originating
from the breaking of the fast of Lent. Shortly after Good Friday, Easter is
celebrated, commemorating the ‘resurrection’ of Jesus, with eggs representing
new life.
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Whoever imitates a people is of them.

O miserable one! Whete is your intellect taking you? How far
will you flee from following the Sunnah of your Prophet,
Muhammad (), to enacting the manifest signs of your en-
emies?

How far [have these people] fled from traversing the Straight
Path and how close they have come to the way of the mis-
guided devils! [For example] when you perform an action of
wotship, you [soon] flee from it, looking left and right for a
place of refuge! When you traverse the path of knowledge you
preoccupy yourself with finding loopholes and concessions
under the pretext, ‘we are performing taglid of the Imams!’
When you undertake trade and commerce, you indulge in inter-
est based transactions and frequently make oaths that are for-
bidden upon the trader to take. The Messenger (&) said,
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Beware of making frequent oaths at the time of
buying and selling, it produces a ready sale but ef-
faces the blessing*®

The Messenger of Allah (#%) said concerning the two parties
involved in buying and selling,

“ Reported by Muslim [Eng. Trans. 3/845 no. 3914], ibn Méjah [Eng. Trans.
3/326 no. 2209] and others from Abi Qatidah.



Imitating the disbelievers 31

Ly LIS Ol ceg) 8,4 LS "’, T

If they are truthful and honest, they will be blessed

[in their transaction], butif they lie and hide, the bless-
ings of their trade will be effaced.”

Know now [that if you wish to try and rectify the situation] and
enjoin the good and forbid the evil, you could deviate to the
evil and your soul kindle [its base desires] and transgress, hence
making the harm that you brought about greater than the good
you sought. If you are with your close relatives, or those hav-
ing position or authority, and you attempt to enjoin good and
prohibit the evil upon the weak, ignorant one exempting the
strong, knowledgeable one, you have committed an action of
disobedience. If however you go against the desires of your
soul and [enjoin the good and forbid the evil on all], you must
be deliberate and forbearing.

It is necessary in all of this that you have sincerity (i&hlis).
Allah, the Exalted says,
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«They had only been ordered to worship Allah,

making the religion sincerely for Him, being
devout and upright.» [A/Bayyinah (98): 5]

# Reported by Bukhiri [Eng. Trans. 3/167 no. 296], Muslim [Eng. Trans. 3/
804 no’s 3661-3662] and others from Hakim ibn Hizdm.
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«...severe against the disbelievers, merciful
amongst themselves...» [A/Fath (48): 29]

Be lenient and kind towards the innovator and ignoramus so
that you may bring them back from what they have taken on
board and let you severity and harshness be against the mis-
guided disbelievers. Be merciful to the one undergoing afflic-
tion and praise Allah for your well being,
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«....s0 were you yourselves before Alldh con-
ferred on you His favours...» [An-Nisi’ (4): 94]

Look to yourself when you are prohibiting the evil and enjoin-
ing the good with the eye of anger. Look to your ignorant brother,
who is disobeying Allah with the eye of mercy, do this without
you yourself leaving the commandments of Allah and over-
stepping His limits.

The Messenger of Allah (#) said,
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No nation introduces an innovation except that an
equivalent Sunnah is removed from them.*

%0 Reported by Ahmad [4/105], al-Bazzir [1/82 — ag-Zawi'id] and ibn Nast, as-
Sunnah [no. 85] from Ghudayf bin al-Harith.

Its isnad is da‘if, it contains AbG Bakr bin Abt Maryam. I say: for more
detail refer to my book, al-Junnab fi Takbrij Kitdb as-Sunnah [no. 85], may=
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In the following of the Sunnah lies life for the hearts and their
nourishment. When the hearts become accustomed to innova-
tions and fully accept them, no room is left for the Sunnah.

Moteovet, the sins committed on Miserable Easter are of vary-
ing levels, some are more hidden than others.”

e Accepting a gift from your Christian neighbour that he
offers you on the day of his celebration, such as eggs, is
permissible.

e Selling eggs and decorating them is blameworthy.

¢ Allowing the youth to bet on that day is from the major
and destructive sins, Allah, the Exalted says,
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«O you who believe! Intoxicants, gambling and

divination with arrows are all an abomination

of Satan’s handiwork, so avoid them...» [A/

Ma’idab (5): 90]

&

The Messenger of Allah (#) said,
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Whoever says to his companion, ‘I bet you’ then let

=All4h facilitate its completion.

5! For more detail refer to ibn Taymiyyah, a/-Igtida’ [2/552].
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him give in charity. *

So if this mere saying is an action of disobedience requiring
expiation, what of actually doing it?! This action comes under
consuming the wealth of people in falsehood and Allah has
mentioned the abhorrence of consuming the wealth of people
in falsehood in more than one verse. >

Allah, the Exalted, has prohibited gambling and the Muslims
have unanimously agreed to its being prohibited. This is re-
gardless of whether it takes the form of chess or backgammon,
or involves dice, eggs, or any other games. More than one of
the Tabi‘ln such as ‘Ata’, Mujahid, Ibrahim an-Nakhai and
Tawus said, ‘everything that involves betting is from gambling
and that is prohibited, even the playing of children with
dice” **

>2 Reported by Bukhiri [Eng. Trans. 6/362 no. 383, 8/82 no. 128, 8/209 no.
314, 8/419 no. 645], Muslim [Eng. Trans. 3/875 no. 4041] and others from
Abt Hurayrah.

The meaning of ‘give in charity’ is that amount which he placed while
betting as quoted by ibn al-Athir, Jami‘al-Usi/ [11/682] from al-Khattabi. I say:
this opinion is to be criticised as the Prophetic order only implies giving charity
in general. Allah knows best.

53 Such as His saying,
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«O you who believe! Consume not your property among
yourselves unjustly...» [A#-Nisd’ (4): 29].

5 Refer 10 ad-Durr al-Manthiir [2/320) and al-Ajurt, Tabrim an-Nard wa-sh-Shatranj
wa--Maldhi [pp. 163-165].
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e Know that buying incense and striking [another per-
son] with cups that release incense on that day is from
the vile actions.

¢ The hanging of crosses and paper with pictures on it in
houses is from the calamitous sins, the one who believes
that this is permissible and of benefit has clearly been
misguided. Have you not heard the saying of your

Prophet (&),
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The Angels do not enter a house in which there is a
picture. >

O person, do you have no shame before Alldh, the Mighty and
Magnificent, that you make your house into a church such that
it contains crosses and pictures?

Ibn Sirin, may Allah have mercy upon him said,

‘On the day of an-Nairtz, ‘Ali bin Abi Talib was
offered a gift upon which he asked, “what is this?”
They replied, “O leader of the Believers! This is the
day of Nairtz.” He remarked, “then make every day
a day of Nairtiz.” > *

Some of the scholars commented on this by saying: its mean-

* Reported by Bukhisi [Eng. Trans. 4/297 no. 448], Muslim [Eng. Trans. 3/
1157 no’’s 5252-5254] and others from Abt Talhah al-Ansari.

% Reportted by al-Bayhadfi, as-Sunan al-Kubri [9/235).
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ing is that ‘Ali (radiyAlldhu ‘anbu) disliked that it be said Nairaz’
and not just day. >’

As for the Nairlz, the people of Egypt go to great extremes in
it and they celebrate it. It is the first day of the year of the
Copts and they take that day as a celebration and the Muslims
imitate them in it. It occurs in the beginning of autumn. *®

Hudhayfah (radiyAllabn ‘anbu) said, ‘whoever imitates a people
is of them. The outward attire of one does not resemble an-
other except that eventually the morals and manners will re-
semble the others’

Ibn Mas‘ad (radipAlldhu ‘anbu) said, ‘the outward attire of one
does not resemble the others except that eventually the heart
resembles the others’

So if imitating them in such a small thing leads to such harmful
consequences, making this action prohibited, then what if you
add to this the imitation of that which is pure disbelief? Ac-
tions such as seeking blessings with the cross, baptisms and
christenings, or beliefs such as ‘our God is one and the same’

*7 Al-Bayhaqi mentioned something similar after having reported it.

«T» Wherein he said [9/235], ‘this was because a day was singled out
and specified that the Shati‘ah had not legislated to be specified.” Al-Hakim at-
Tirmidhi, Nawédir 4/-Usd/ [1/165] mendons that the reason behind his saying
this was to point out that one should not take any notice of it nor give it any
sort of significance.

%8 This is what is today called ‘Eid Shamm an-Nasim!
«T» This is an Egyptian holiday celebrated on the Monday following
Greek-Coptic Easter.
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meaning that the object of worship is the same but the routes
to Him are different. In the light of these, decorating eggs, stain-
ing the horns of goat, and cattle in general with red clay be-
come telatively inconsequential even though all of the above
is invalid and false.

There is no might and movement except with Alldh, the Most
High, the Great.

O Allah! Give life to our hearts through following the pure
Sunnah, and extend Your Zawfig to us, do not leave us to our
selves even for a minute, guide us to the Straight Path and save
us from indecent deeds and innovations, the outward and

hidden.
Amin O Lord of the Worlds.®

Peace and blessings be upon our master, Muhammad, upon his
family and Companions.

% (T» The meaning of Amin in the eyes of the majority is, ‘O Alldh, respond
to our supplication.” Maqtil said that it gives strength to the supplication and
is a cause for the descent of blessings. Ibn Mijah reports from ‘A’ishah
(radiyAllihn ‘anhd) that the Messenger of Alldh (#%) said, ‘the Jews do not envy
you for anything as much as they envy you for saying the Salim and Amin’



APPENDIX
“WHOEVER IMITATES A PEOPLE 1s OF THEM”!

Ibn Taymiyyah 1g#ida’ as-Sirit al-Mustagin’ [1/240+] said, “the
least that can be said about this hadith is that it necessitates
the prohibition of imitating them even though its literal sense
necessitates that the one who does so is a disbeliever, as in His

saying,
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«If any of you take them as friends and protec-

tors then surely he is one of them» [4/Mai’idah
(5): 51]

This is similar to what we will mention from ‘Abdulldh bin ‘Amr
that he said, ‘whoever builds [his residence] in the land of the
polytheists, celebrates their New Year and other festivals and
imitates them until he dies, he will be resurrected with them.

This hadith could be taken to refer to complete and unrestricted
imitation, for this necessitates disbelief and in turn demands
the prohibition of partial imitation. It could also mean that the
one guilty of imitation is from them with respect to that pat-
ticular issue he imitated them in — therefore if what he imitated
was disbelief then his ruling would be one of disbelief, if what
he imitated was a sin then he ruling would be of a sinner and so
on.

No matter how one looks at it, this hadith necessitates that

! The appendix and all footnotes in it have been added by the translator.
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imitation is prohibited by reason of the very fact that it is imi-
- tation. This ruling encompasses those who perform something
for the same reason that they [the disbelievers] performed it —
which is rare — and those who follow others due to a personal
objective ot some other reason. This latter case is conditional
upon the fact that the basis of that action is taken from those
others.

As for the case of someone doing an action, and a [disbeliever]
happens to be doing that same action, and one did not take it
from the other, then regarding this to be imitation is problem-
atic. However it is possible that this too be prohibited so that it
not be taken as a means to actually committing imitation and
due to the [general command to] oppose [the disbeliever]. An
example of this lies with dying the beards and trimming the
moustache.

Morteover the saying of the Prophet (),
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Change [the colout] of white hairs and do not imi-
tate the Jews

provides evidence that imitating them can occur without our
intending to imitate them and without our doing anything, in-
deed it could occur by our merely not changing that which is
created in us [i.e. white hairs]. This case has greater and more
far-reaching implications than mere coincidental agreement with
the disbelievers in a particular action.

In this hadith, reported by ibn ‘Umar, the Prophet () prohib-
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ited imitating the Petsians (¢%i7) and said,
2 e P ,/ : /Q/:. z0 -
o 5 o 2

Whoever imitates a people is of them.

More than one of the scholars have used this hadith to prove
the abhorrence of matters that are from the habit or attire of
the non-Muslims....

In what we have mentioned thus far it becomes known that the
nation, in general, is unanimously agreed that it is abhorrent to
imitate the People of the Book and the Persians.”

Al-Munawi, Fayd al-Qadir’ [6/135)] said, Whoever imitates a peo-
ple’: meaning takes his outward habits and attire from them, he
follows their actions as a matter of course, he takes his man-
ners from them and follows their way and guidance with re-
gards to dress and some of their actions. His imitation has af-
fected the outer and the inner.

Is of them” It is said that the meaning is that whoever imitates
the righteous is to be regarded as their follower and is hon-
oured as they are honoured. Whoever imitates the sinners is to
be disgraced and abandoned just as they are. Whoever has a
sign indicating nobility placed on him is to be honoured even if
his nobility has not actually been realised...

Also derived from this hadith is the fact that it is no longer
permissible to wear blue and yellow turbans as mentioned by
ibn Ruslan. Al-Qurtubi went further and said that if the people
of sin and those without shame are made to wear specific
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clothes, it becomes forbidden for others to wear the same type
of clothes. This is because a person who does not know them
could then think that they are from the sinners and therefore
hold a bad opinion of them, hence both the holder of the opin-
ion and the object of the opinion would be sinful. The object
of opinion would be sinful because he aided the holder of the
opinion in arriving at that opinion.

Some said that imitation could occur with regards the affairs of
the heart such as beliefs and desires just as it could occur with
regards external matters such as statements and actions. These
external actions could be actions of worship or habitual ac-
tions such as food, clothes, abode, marriage, meeting and part-
ing, travelling, residing, riding and other such matters.

There is a close link and connection between the outer and
inner. Al-Mustapha (#) was sent with wisdom, which is the
Sunnah and this in turn is the law and way which has been
legislated for him. From that which has been legislated for him
are statements and actions that clearly differentiate one from
the way of those who have anger upon them and the misguided.

He commanded us to oppose them in the outward matters in
this hadith even if there is no harm therein. This is due to a
number of reasons, from amongst which is that imitating in
outward matters has an affect on those imitating each other
which then goes on to affect morals, manners and actions. This
is a matter which is physically witnessed, take for example a
person who wears the clothes of scholars, he will find in him-
self some sort of connection to them...
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From amongst these reasons is that opposition in outward mat-
ters necessitates demarcation and differentiation and therefore
severs one from the causes leading to the anger [of Allah] and
misguidance. It also inculcates an inclination and attachment

to the people of guidance and pleasure [of Allah].

From amongst these reasons is that imitating them in outward
matters necessitates publicly mixing with them to the point that
the distinguishing factors between the guided and those who
have anger upon them and the misguided is removed.

Ibn Taymiyyah said concerning this hadith... [quoting the above
mentioned paragraph]”

He also said [3/266] concerning this hadith, “meaning that his
ruling with [regards that action of imitation] is the same as their
ruling. This is because every sin that is committed is the herit-
age of a nation that Allah destroyed. Sodomy is the heritage of
the people of Lt taking ones right beyond what is due and
giving less than what is due is the heritage of the people of

2 Allh says,
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«[remember] Lit, when he said to his people, ‘do you
commit an obscenity such as none preceding you has
committed in all the worlds? Verily, you practise your
lusts on men instead of women. Nay, but you are a
people transgressing beyond bounds!» [.4/-4 7if (7): 81-
82]
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Shu‘ayb,’ seeking authority in the land is the heritage of the
people of Pharaoh* and arrogance and conceit is the heritage

3 Allsh says,
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«And to [the people of] Madyan [We sent] theit brother
Shu‘ayb who said, ‘O my people! Worship Allah! You
have no other god but Him. Verily, a clear sign from
your Lord has come unto you; so give full measure and
full weight and do not diminish people’s good. Do not
cause corruption in the earth after it has been set in
order, that will be better for you, if you ate believers.
And lie not in wait in every road, threatening, and
hindering from the Path of Alldh those who believe in
Him and seeking to make it crooked. Remember when
you were but few and He increased your number, and
see what was the end of the evil doers!» [4/-A 7if (7):
85-86]

* Allah says,

C-\

e



44 TImitating the disbelievers

of the people of Hud.” Therefore whoever takes any portion
of this from them is from amongst them.”
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«Indeed Pharaoh exalted himself in the land and made
its people sects, oppressing a group among them (i.e.
the Children of Israel) by killing their sons and letting
their females live. Verily he was an evil doet.» [A/~Qasas
(28): 4]

-/’/

\J“'J‘p" de «uj) WJ \_)ffJ x_a)—’_:

«And [We destroyed also] Qartin, Pharaoh, and Haman.
Indeed Moses came to them with clear signs but they
were arrogant in the land, yet they could not outsttip Us

(i-e. escape Our punishment).» [A/-Ankabit (29): 39]

> Allah says,
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«Such were ‘Ad, they rejected the signs of their Lord
and disobeyed His Messengers, and followed the
command of every proud, obstinate [oppressor of the
truth, from theirleaders]. They were pursued by a curse
in this world and [so they will be] on the Day of
Resurrection. No doubt! Indeed ‘Ad disbelieved in their
Lotd. So away with ‘Ad, the people of Had!» [H7d (11):
59-60]



INDEX OF AHADITH

Beware of making frequent oaths at the time
Change [the colour]| of white hairs and do

Differ from the Jews and pray in your shoes
Differ from the polytheists...

Every nation has their celebration,

I have left you upon a great white plain,

If any one of you has two garments then let him
If they are truthful and honest, they will be blessed
Indeed it rises between the two horns of Satan
Indeed the Jews do not dye their hair

No nation introduce an innovation except that
None of you believes until his very desires
Prohibited prayer at the time of the sunrise

The Angels do not enter a house in which

The best of speech is the speech of Allah

The difference between our fasting and the

The Jews are those who have anger upon them
The most severest of people punished on the Day
There is not a single nation amongst whom

When Allah, the Mighty and Magnificent knows of
When people see the evil and do not make efforts
Whoever among you sees an evil then let him
Whoever disgraces a person of innovation, Allah
Whoever does an action that we have not
commanded

Whoever imitates a people is of them

Whoever increases the mass of a nation
Whoever introduces in this affair of outrs
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Whoever lives among you will soon see a
Whoever |[lives to see] a single white hair [on him]
Whoever rebuffs an innovator, Allah fills
Whoever says to his companion, ‘I bet you’

You will surely follow the way of those who
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BI1OGRAPHIES

THE COMPANIONS:

1. ‘A’ishah: bint Abt Bakr as-Siddig, the Mother of the Be-
lievers and most beloved wife of the Prophet (#). She reported
many ahadith from the Prophet and many Companions and Suc-
cessors reported from her. She died in the year 58H.

2.  Aba Bakr: the closest friend to the Prophet (), the
greatest of the nation of Muhammad () and the first Khalifah.

He was the first to have collected the Qur’an as one book. He
died in the year 13H.

3.  Abi Dharr: Jundub bin Junadah al-Ghifari. He was from
amongst the first to accept Islam, it is said that he was the fifth.
He was sent back to his people, to call them to Islim and when
the Prophet (#) made Hzjrah, he too went to Madinah and ac-
companied the Prophet (#) in many of his battles. He was

well respected for his knowledge and strict asceticism. He died
in the year 32H.

4. AbG Hurayrah: ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Sakhr bin ad-
Dawsi. He embraced Islam in 7H and kept constant company
of the Prophet (#). He was famous for his piety and strict
narration of hadith, he was also the most prolific narrator of
hadith amongst the Companions. He was appointed as govet-
nor of Bahrain (today’s al-Hasa, Saudi Arabia) for a time and
died in the year 59H.
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5.  Abd Qatddah: Al-Ansiri as-Sulami, the Knight of the
Messenger of Allah (#). He was present at Ubud and
Hudaybiyyah.

6.  Abi Sa‘id al-Khudri: Sa‘d bin Malik bin Sinan bin ‘Ubayd
al-Ansari al-Khazraji. He and his father were both Compan-
ions and he witnessed all the battles that followed Ub#d.
He was one of the scholars amongst the Companions and re-
ported many ahadith from the Messenger (#). He died in the
year 74H.

7.  Abi Talhah: Zayd bin Sahl bin al-Aswad bin Haram al-
Khazraji al-Ansari. He witnessed Badrand was one of the watch-
ers on the night of ‘4gabah. He was described by the Prophet
(#) as having the light of Isliam between his eyes and a com-
manding voice in battle. He died in Madinah in the year 34H.

8.  ‘Amr bin al-‘As: bin W#’il al-Qurashi as-Sahmi. He ac-
cepted Islam during the year of Hudaybiyyah and was the one
who conquered Egypt. He died in the year 43H.

9. ‘Amr bin ‘Abasa: as-Sulami, AbG Nujayh, he was the
fourth person to accept Islam, after accepting Islam, the Prophet
(#) advised him to go back to his people, Bant Sulaym, to call
them to Islam. He rejoined the Prophet (#) after the conquest
of Mecca and accompanied him. After his (#) death, he moved
to Syria and stayed there until he passed away.

10. FudAilah bin ‘Ubaid: One of the Ansar, he witnessed
Ubud and every ensuing battle with the Prophet (). He later
moved to Damascus and was appointed as Qadi for some time
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during the rule of Mu‘awiyah. He died soon after, while
Mu‘awiyah was still ruling

11.  Ghudayf bin al-Harith: al-Kindi. From the lesser Com-
panions and died around the year 80H.

12. TIbn ‘Abbis: bin ‘Abdu-l-Muttalib bin Hashim bin ‘Abd
Munaf al-Qurashi al-Hashimi, the cousin of the Prophet ()
and the interpreter of the Qur’an. He was born three years be-
fore the Hijrah and was called the ‘ocean of knowledge’ due to
his vast knowledge. He took part in the Jihdd in North Africa in
the year 27H and died in the year 68H.

13. Ibn Mas‘d: bin Ghafil bin Habib al-Hadhli Aba ‘Abdu-
r-Rahman. One of the scholars amongst the Companions, he
witnessed Badr and the following battles. He had many virtues
and died in the year 32H.

14. Ibn ‘Umar: bin al-Khattab al-‘Adawi, Abu ‘Abdu-r-
Rahman, the noble Companion and scholar. He reported many
abadith from the Messenger (#£) and was famous for his strict
adherence to the Sunnah. He died in the year 73H.

15. ‘Imrin bin Husayn: al-Khuza’i al-Ka‘bi Abt Nujaid.
He accepted Islam during the year of Khaybar and reported some
abadith from the Prophet (#). He was appointed as Qadi in
Basrah, and died in the year 52H.

16. “Irtbad bin Sariyah: One of the earliest to accept Islam,
and was one of those described in the Qur’an as crying due to
not having the means to participate in Jihad. He died in the
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year 75H in Hims, Syria.

17.  Jabir: bin ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Harram al-Ansari as-
Sulami, he witnessed the second pledge at ‘Agabah while he
was still a child. It is said that he witnessed Badr and Ubwud and
about sixteen battles in total. He reported many ahddith from
the Messenger (#) and died in the year 74H.

18.  Jarir bin ‘Abdulldh: ibn Jabir bin Malik bin Nasr bin
Tha‘labah bin Husham, AblG ‘Amr. From the foremost of the
Companions, he gave a pledge to the Prophet (&) to always be
sincere to, and sincerely advise every Muslim. The Prophet (#)

referred to him as the best of the inhabitants of Yemen. He
died in the year 54H.

19. Mu‘ddh: bin Jabal bin ‘Amt bin Aws al-Ansari al-Khazraji,
Ab ‘Abdu-r-Rahman, one of the foremost Companions known
for his knowledge of legal rulings and the Qur’an. He was
present at the pledge of ‘Agabah and witnessed Badr at the age
of 20 and the following battles. He was martyred due to a plague
in the year 17H or 18H.

20. ‘Umar bin al-Khattab: Abu Hafs ‘Umar bin al-Khattaab
bin Nufayl al-Qurashi al-‘Adawi, the second Rightly Guided
Khalifah and one of the ten promised Paradise. He accepted
Islam five years before the Hzrah and his acceptance was a
great victory for the Muslims. He witnessed every battle that
the Prophet (#) witnessed. He was martyred in the year 23H.

21. ‘Ugbah bin ‘Amir: al-Juhani, AbG ‘Amr. He was known
for his deep understanding of the religion, his eloquence and
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poetry. He took part in the conquest of Syria and Egypt. Later
he moved to Egypt and died there during the reign of
Mu‘awiyah in the year 58H.

OTHERS:

22. Abh Dawad [202-275H]: Sulayman bin al-Ash‘ath bin
Is’haq bin Bashir, Abd Dawid as-Sijistani, the Imdm, Hafidb
and author of the famous Su#an.

23. Abi Hatim al-Busti: see ibn Hibban.

24. Abh Hanifah [80-150H]: Nu‘man bin Thabit at-Tamimi
al-Kufi, one of the great Imdms of this nation and the earliest
of the Four Imdms. He commenced his studies in philosophy
and scholastic theology, but later abandoned them to study figh.

25. Ahmad [160-241H]: bin Muhammad bin Hanbal bin
Hilal ash-Shaybani, Abu ‘Abdullah, the Imim of the Sunnah and
author of the famous Musnad. He was known for his knowl-
edge of hadith, figh, and his fagwé and asceticism.

26. Al-Bayhaqi [384-458H]: Ahmad bin al-Husayn bin ‘Ali
bin ‘Abdullah bin Musa, AbG Bakr al-Bayhaqi al-Naysabari al-
Khusrawjirdi al-Shafi. The Imam, Hafidh, ascetic and one of
the main proponents of the Shafi1 school. He studied under a
host of the leading scholars of his time and a large group took
from him. His works are marked by their meticulousness and
reliability, amongst them are: as-Sunan al-Kubra, Ma'‘rifab as-Sunan
wal Athir, al-Asma’ was Sifat, al-l'tigad, Dald’sl an-Nubuwwab and
Shu'ab al-Iman.
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27. Bukhiari [194-256H]: Muhammad bin Isma‘il bin
Ibrahim bin al-Mughirah, AbG ‘Abdullah. He was born in the
year 194H and became one of the Imdms of hadith and was
nicknamed ‘the Leader of the Believers in Hadith.” He was ex-
tremely intelligent and had a remarkable memory. His life was
marked by its simplicity and he was known for his asceticism,
worship and generosity.

28. Ad-Dahhik [-102H]: ibn al-Qasim bin al-Muzahim. He
was famous for his knowledge of the Qur’dn and a student of
Sa‘ld bin Jubair.

29. Ad-Diruqutni [306-385H]: ‘Ali bin ‘Umar bin Ahmad,
the Imdm of his era in hadith, knowledge of the defects of ahddith
and author of the famous Sunan. He was well versed in the
various recitations of the Qur’an, figh, language and poetry.

30. Al-Hasan al-Basri: Al-Hasan bin Abu al-Hasan al-
Ansari. He was trustworthy and precise, noble and famous. He
was a great scholar and narrated many abadith. He died in the
year 110H close to the age of ninety.

31. Ibn Hibban [-354H]: AbG Hitim Muhammad ibn
Hibban al-Tamimi al-Busti, the Hdafidh, Mujtahid and author of
the famous Sahih tbn Hibban.

32. Ibn al-Jawzi [508-597H]: ‘Abdu-r-Rahman bin ‘Ali bin
Muhammad, Abu al-Faraj al-Qurashi at-Tamimi, the Hafidh and
Imam. He was a prolific writer and authored around three hun-
dred works.
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33. Ibn Sirin [33-110H]: the son of a slave freed by Anas
bin Malik. He met about thirty companions and narrated many
ahadith.

34. Al-‘Izz bin ‘Abdu-s-Salam [577-660H]: ‘Abdu-1-‘Aziz
bin ‘Abdu-s-Salim bin Aba al-Qasim as-Sulami ash-Shafi‘, nick-
named the ‘Sultdn of the Scholars” He took from as-Sayf al-
Amidi, al-Bah4’ bin ‘Asékir and others. A large group took from
him such as Aba Shiamah, ibn Daqiq al-‘Eid, «/Hdfidh ad-
Dimyati and others. He was courageous, a mujihid and always
standing firm for the truth. He was Ash‘ari in wadh hab and
attained the level of 7#hdd. He has many works, amongst them
ate: at-Tafsir al-Kabir, Qawa'id al-Ahkim, Mukbtasar Sabih Mus-
lim, al-Fatiwa, Magisid ar-Ri‘dyah and Mubbamat a/;Qur’dh.

35. Milik bin Anas [93-179H]: bin Malik bin Aba ‘Amr al-
Asbahi. The Imdim of Madinah in his time, one of the great
Imdms of Islam and author of the famous Muwatta. His virtues
are many and the scholar’s praise of him is abundant.

36. Muslim [206-261H]: bin al-Hajjaj bin Muslim al-
Qushayti, Abt al-Husain an-Naisabuti, the Hdfidh and one of
the great Imams of this nation. He is the author of the Sabih,
which is the most authentic book of hadith after Bukhari.

37. An-Nas2’i [215-303H]: Aba ‘Abdur-Rahmin Ahmad bin
Shu‘ayb bin ‘Alf al-Khurasani. The author of the famous Sunan,
the mujihid and Hafidh. He was known for his strictness in grad-
ing hadith narrators.

38. AI-QAadi [380-458H]: Abta Ya‘la Muhammad bin al-
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Hasan bin al-Farrd’ al-Baghdadi, the Iwdm of the Hanbali
madhhab in his time without any contention. He accompanied
Shaykh ibn Hamid until the latter died in 403H as well as ac-
companying al-Husayn bin al-Baghdadi and others. A large group
of scholars studied under him. From amongst his works are, a/
Uddah fi Usil al-Figh, 1btal at-Ta'wildt, al-Imain, al-Aqidah, Kitib
ar-Riwdyatayn wa al-Waghayn, at-T1a'liq al-Kubri fi al-Figh.

39. Ash-Shafi‘f [150-204H]: Muhammad bin Idris bin al-
‘Abbas bin Shafi‘ al-Hashimi al-Qurashi, Abu “Abdullah, the
Mujaddid of his era and one of the great Imdms of this nation.
He authored quite possibly the first work devoted to Usé/ al-
Figh entitled, ar-Risilah as well as al-Umm in figh and Ikbtilaf
al-Hadith in the field of hadith.

40. At-Tirmidhi [209-279H]: Muhammad bin Isa bin
Sawrah bin Musa bin ad-Dahhak as-Sulami at-Tirmidhi, the
Imam, Hafidh and the author of the famous Sunan. He was trust-
worthy and precise and one of the students of Bukhari.
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Glossary

Aayah: pl. aayaat. Sign, miracle, example, lesson, verse.

‘Abd: pl. ‘¢baad. slave, servant, worshipper.

Adhaan: figh: the call to prayer.

Barzakh: barrier, obstruction, an isthmus. figh: a barrier placed be-
tween a person who has deceased and this worldly life.

Bid‘ah: innovation, figh: that which is newly introduced into the reli-
gion of Allaah.

Da‘eef: weak. A hadeeth that has failed to meet the criteria of au-
thenticity.

Deen: religion, way of life.

Dhaalim: one who commits dbu/m: injustice, harm, transgression ei-
ther against Allaah, himself or another creation.

Dhikr: remembrance, figh: making mention of Allaah.

Du‘aa: supplication, invocation.

Eemaan: faith that also comptises a meaning of submission. Its place
is the heart, the tongue and the limbs and it increases with obedience
and decreases with disobedience.

Faqeeh: pl. fugahaa. figh: an expert in Islaamic law, a Legal Jurist.
Fageer: poor, needy person. safee: initiate in a Sufee order, the graduate
from such an order is called a safee.

Faqr: poverty, need.

Fard: see waajib.

Fasaad: corruption, decay, and invalidity.

Fatwaa: figh: legal ruling,

Figh: understanding and comprehension. figh: of the rulings and leg-
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islation of Islaam.

Fisq: pl. fusooq. Immorality, transgression, wickedness.

Fitnah: pl. fifan. Trial, tribulation, civil strife.

Fitrah: primordial nature, the harmony between man, creation and
Creator.

Ghayb: the Unseen, those matters beyond our senses.

Ghubta: envy, referring to the permissible form of envy where the
envier wishes to have the same blessings as the envied but without
desiring to see them removed from the envied. This is opposed to
basad, the blameworthy form of envy where the envier wishes to see
the blessings removed from the envied.

Haafidh: pl. b#ffaadh. Hadeeth Master, commonly referred to one
who has memorised at least 100 000 ahaadeeth.

Hadeeth: pl. abaadeeth, speech, report, account. figh: a narration de-
scribing the sayings, actions, character, physical description and tacit
approval of the Prophet (#).

Hajj: figh: pilgrimage, one of the pillars of Islaam.

Halaal: released. figh: permissible.

Haneef: pl. Hunafaa'. Upright and Devout. One who leaves the false
religions and beliefs for the truth and does not swerve from it. His
outward rectitude reflects what is inside him.

Haraam: forbidden, sacred, restricted. figh: unlawful, that which the
legally responsible person is rewarded for leaving and sinful for do-
ing,

Hasan: good. figh: a hadeeth that has met the criteria of authenticity
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to a sufficient level as would allow it to be used as legal proof.
Ijtihaad: striving and exerting, figh: striving to attain the Islaamic rul-
ing on an issue, after certain preconditions have been met by the per-
son.

Ilhaad: deviation, atheism.

Imaam: model, exemplar. figh: religious leader, one who leads the
congregational prayer or leads a community.

Isnaad: chain of narration.

Jaahiliyyah: Pre-Islaamic Ignorance. Technically this refers to the con-
dition of a people before the guidance of Allaah reaches them, or the
state of a people that prevents them from accepting the guidance of
Allaah.

Janaababh: figh: state of major impurity.

Janaazah: figh: funeral prayer, funeral procession.

Jihaad: striving in the Way of Allaah to make His Word supreme.
Jinn: another creation besides mankind who are invisible to us. They
are also subject to the laws of Islaam and will be judged in the Here-
after according to how they lived in this life.

Kaafir: a rejecter of faith, disbeliever.

Khaleefah: pl. £bulafaah. Successor, representative. figh: of the Prophet
(#8), head of the Islaamic state. Also called Ameer al-Mu ‘mineen or Leader
of the Believers.

Khateeb: one who delivers lectures. figh: one who delivers the Friday
sermon.

Khawf: feat.
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Khutbah: sermon, lecture. figh: Friday sermon.

Mufassit: pl. mufassiroon. Exegete, commentator. figh: one who ex-
plains the Qur‘aan.

Mubhaajir: pl. Mubagjiroon. One who perform hijrah. figh: the Com-
panions who migrated from Mecca to Madeenah.

Muhaddith: pl. muhaddithoon. Scholar of Hadeeth.

Mujarradaat: phi/: absolutes.

Muhkam: clear and definitive. figh: an agyab of the Qur‘aan that car-
ries a clear and conclusive meaning,

Mujtahid: one who petforms gitihaad. figh: that level of scholar who
can deduce independent verdicts directly from the primary Islaamic
sources.

Mukhaatabah: sufee: disclosure of hidden realities — the s#fee hearing
things via extraordinary means.

Mukaashafah: s#fee: unveiling of hidden realities — the safee attaining
knowledge through extraordinary means.

Mushaahadah: gfee: vision of hidden realities — the s#fée seeing things
via extraordinary means.

Mustahabb: figh: recommended, that which a legally responsible per-
son is rewarded for doing but not sinful for leaving,

Mukallaf: morally responsible person.

Mulhid: heretic.

Munaafiq: hypoctite. figh: one who outwardly displays Islaam but
inwardly conceals disbelief. This is the worst type of hypoctrisy and its

possessor is the worst type of disbeliever, there are other lesser types.
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Munkar: disclaimed, repudiated hadeeth. This is caused if a narrator
in its ismaad makes setious mistakes or is unable to distinguish error
from that which is cotrect or open sin. It is also caused if a weak
narrator contradicts a reliable narrator.

Munqati‘: a hadeeth whose #smaad is not connected, meaning that has
a narrator missing. This is a sub-category of the da‘ef hadeeth.
Muraabahah: figh: resale with specification of gain.

Mureed: one who wants, desites, aims for something, s#fee: a devotee
to a sufee shaykh.

Mursal: a hadeeth whose isnaad has the name of the Companion
missing, i.e. a Successor reports directly from the Prophet (4). In the
eyes of the majority of scholars such a hadeeth is a sub-category of
the da‘eef hadeeth.

Mutashaabih: unclear and ambiguous. figh: an aayah of the Qur‘aan
that is not clear and conclusive in meaning from the wording of the
text itself.

Nadheer: counterpart.

Naseehah: Sincere/Faithful advice.

Nidd: peer.

Ni‘ma: favour, benefaction.

An-Nujabaa®: syfee: the Nobles, a category of the Awlyaa.
An-Nuqabaa®: sufee: the Leaders, a category of the Aw/kyaa.

Qadaa: see qadar.

Qadar: Allaah’s decree of all matters in accordance with His prior

knowledge and as dictated by His wisdom.
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Qiblah: figh: direction to which the Muslims pray, towards the &a bab.
Qiyaas: figh: Analogy.

Al-Qutb: s#fee: the Axis, the greatest of the Aw/kyaa.

Raghabah: fervent desire.

Rahbabh: dread.

Rajaa“ reverential hope.

Ramadaan: ninth month of the Islaamic calendar.

Ridaa: contentment and pleasure.

Riyaa‘: an act of worship undertaken by someone to be seen and
praised by others and not purely for Allaah.

Rugqyaa: recitation used to cure an illness or disease. It can only be
done in the Arabic tongue, in words whose meaning is understood,
using verses of the Qur‘aan or supplications of the Prophet com-
bined with the belief that it is only Allaah who in reality gives the cure.
Sabaabah: fervent longing.

Sabr: patience, steadfastness.

Sadd adh-Dharaa‘i: figh: Blocking the Means.

Saheeh: healthy, sound, authentic, correct. A hadeeth that has met the
critetia of authenticity and can be used as a legal proof.

Salaah: figh: the second pillar of Islaam, the prayer.

Salaf: predecessors, commonly employed to refer to the first three
generations of Muslims.

Sawm: figh: fasting, one of the pillars of Islaam.

Shabeeh: match, like.

Shaghafah: crazed passion.
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Shahaadabh: testification, witness. The declaration that none has the
right to be worshipped save Allaah and that Muhammad () is the
Messenger of Allaah.

Shahwaa: carnal lusts.

Sharee‘ah: divine Islaamic law as ordained by Allaah.

Shareek: partner, associate.

Shaykh: old man. figh: learned person, scholar. sufee: a guide along
the spiritual path.

Shaytaan: Satan, Iblees, a devil.

Shirk: polytheism, associating partners with Allaah in matters that are
exclusive to Allaah.

Sunan: a compilation of ahaadeeth.

Sunnah: habit, customary practice, norm and usage as sanctioned by
tradition. figh: the sayings, commands, prohibitions, actions, and tacit
approvals of the Prophet (#).

Surah: chapter of the Quraan.

Surah: image, form, face.

Taaghut: all that is falsely worshipped besides Allaah.

Tafseer: elucidation, clarification, explanation. figh: of the Qur‘aan.
Tawakkul: trust and absolute reliance.

Tawheed: the foundation stone of Islaam, the absolute belief in the
Oneness of Allaah - His being the sole Creator and Sustainer, His
being the only One deserving worship and His being unique with
respect to His Names and Attributes.

Ummabh: nation, the Muslim nation.
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Waajib: figh: obligatory, that which a legally responsible person is re-
warded for doing and sinful for leaving. In the eyes of the majority
waajib has the same meaning as fard.

Wudu*: figh: ritual ablution.

Zakaah: figh: one of the pillars of Islaam, an obligatory tax levied on
a Muslim wealth subject to certain criteria.

Zindeeq: heretic, figh: Hanafee — one who does not adhere to a reli-
gion; Others — one who is a disbeliever pretending to be a Muslim.

Zuhd: asceticism.
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