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ميحَِّرلا نِـٰحمََّْرلا هِـَّللا مِسْبِ  

Coronavirus	Pandemic:		
Leaving	a	Space	between	People	

Praying	in	Congregation	
Shaykh	Sulaymān	Ar-Ruhaylī	(Allāh	preserve	him)	

	

Question 

Is it permissible for those praying the congregational 

prayer to leave a gap of a metre or two on their right 

and their left in order to safeguard themselves from 

this virus?  

Answer 

Dear brothers, [firstly], we must understand that 

standing apart in a row when praying in congregation 

does not have any connection with the issue of 

“praying alone behind a row” because they are all 
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standing in the same row. So without a shadow of a 

doubt the issue at hand does not have any connection 

whatsoever with the issue of “praying alone behind 

a row”. 

Furthermore, the original ruling is that it is obligatory 

for those praying behind the Imām to do so while 

standing very close together and without leaving any 

gaps. The majority of the scholars hold it to be 

Mustahabb (recommended) and they say that leaving 

gaps between people praying is something Makrūh 

(disliked). However, the correct view is that it is 

obligatory [and not just recommended], and when a 

need arises for those praying in congregation to stand 

apart in a row, then it is allowed for them to do so.  

So now we are between two matters: Either we say 

do not pray in congregation or we say – based upon a 

knowledge-based foundation – pray in congregation 
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while standing a certain distance apart from each 

other. So in this case we choose the latter which is to 

pray in congregation while standing a certain distance 

apart, and there is nothing wrong with this. 

Nevertheless, in this issue, one must adhere to the 

guidelines set by the ruler. Matters of this nature that 

affect the general public are to be entrusted to the 

ruler. [The Permanent Committee of Scholars in 

Saudi Arabia have issued a Fatwa’ stating that under 

these circumstances, it is permissible to pray in 

congregation while leaving a certain distance between 

each person in the row].  

_______________________ 

Translator: Yasar A. Rahmān  
6 Shawwāl 1441 / 29 May 2020    
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