
The Thirty- First Major Sin

Unjust Judge

Allah Most High says:
«Those who do not judge by what Allah has sent down are

disbelievers, [al- Maidah. 5:44].
«Those who do not judge by what Allah has sent down are the unjust».

[al - Maidah. 5:45].
«Those who do not judge by what Allah has sent down are perverse».

[al- Maidah. 5:47].
Talha bin Ubaidallah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:

«AIlah does not accept the prayer of a ruler who judges by anything other
than what Allah las sent down. (Hakim).

Buraidah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Judges
are three types; One will go to the Garden and two to the Fire. The judge
who knows what is right and gives judgement accordingly will go to the
Garden, and the judge who knows what is right but deliberately gives
wrong judgement will be in the Fire; and the judge who gives judgement
without knowledge will be in the Fire. «The listeners asked: «What is the
fault of the one without knowledge?». The prophet replied: «His fault is
that he should not judge until he has known». (Abu Da'wood, Tirmidhi,
and Ibn Majah).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
person who is appointed as a judge has been shaughtered without a knife».
(Abu Da'wood, Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah and Hakim).

Al- Fudail ibn Ayyad said: «A judge should spend a day in the court and a
day off duty weeping for his soul». Muhammad bin Wasi said: «On the Day of
Resurrection, the first to be called for accounting will be the judges».

'Aishah (RAA) said: I heard the prophet (SAW) saying: «The just judge
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256 The Thirty- First Major Sin

will be brought, on the Day of Resurrection, to encounter such a severe
accounting that he wishes he had never given judgement between two
persons about (so much as) a single date- fruits (Ahmad and Ibn Habban).

Mu'adh bin Jabal (RAA) reported Allah’s Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«The unjust judge will slip and slide in Hell for a distance farther than the
distance to Aden».

Ali bin Abu Talib ( RAA) said : «1 heard Allah's Messenger (SAW) saying:
«Every ruler or judge will be brought, on the Day of Resurrection, to
stand before Allah, the Almighty, the Exalted, and his secrets will be
revealed by being announced above the heads of people. If he is a just
judge, Allah will save him due to his justice; Otherwise the Bridge will
shake him with a terrible quake, making a long distance with his limbs, to
be thrown off the Bridge into Hell».

Mak'hool said: «If I were to choose between judgeship and having my
head struck off , I would choose the latter». Ayvoub Sukhtiyani said: «1 found
the most learned people mostly running away from judgeship». When Sufyan
al- Thawri was told that shuraih had been appointed as a judge, he commented:
«What a man they have ruined!».

When Malik bin Mundhir asked Muhammad bin Wasi ' to accept the
judgeship of the City of Basrah, he refused it. And when Malik insisted and
told him that he must either accept the position or to be flogged, Muhammad
bin Wasi ' replied: «If you do this, you are the Sultan, but to be humiliated in
this world is better than being humiliated in the Hereafter». Wahb bin
Munabbih said: «When a ruler leans toward tyranny or acts oppressively, Allah
will bring economic depression among the people of his country by causing a
decrease in the productivity of goods, in trade and commerce and in cattle and
crops- in short, in everything; While if he inclines toward justice and
Kindness, Allah will bring blessengs to the people of his country».

When a governor of Hims wrote to the caliph «Umar bin Abdul Aziz, «The
City of Hims is destroyed and needs repair», Umar wrote to him, «Fortify it
with justice and wipe out tyranny from its streets. May peace be with you.
Umar bin Aziz said: «The judge is forbidden to give judgement when he is
angry. If the characteristics of little knowledge, bad intention, immorality, and
lack of good faith are combined in a judge, it is incumbent upon him to resign
from the position of judgeship, frankly admitting his incompetences
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258 The Thirty- First Major Sin

We ask Allah's forgiveness and His guidance in all we do. Indeed, he is
the forgiving and the Generous!.

(Moral Lesson)
You, whose life span decreases whenever you get older. You, who trusts

Death Angel while he has fulfilled punishment. You, who inclines to this
World! Are you safe from disgrace? You, who wastes his life time! Have you
availed yourself of opportunities? You, who ascends the road of guidance and
turns away when pleasure appears to him. Who is to help you on the Day of
Resurrection when the deed papers are announced. I wonder of a soul that goes
to sleep at night, and forgets the horros of the Day of Judgement.

129



259

Yz\ j . ( N ) jLsAP oi ^^IP ^J>HJ : j 4 jy>*Jl

JL23 ^ ® jpj ot^lj *X +s2$ J*JP <>
y £^>“ i

. ^y
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The Thirty- Second Major Sin

Giving and Accepting Bribes

Allah Most High says:

«Do not devour each other's wealth among yourselves through deceit
and falsehood, nor offer your wealth as a bribe to the judges that you may
deliberately devour a part of other people's wealth through injustices

Using wealth to gain the favour of judges is bribery. People bribe the
judges or the aulthorities in order to secure decisions in their own favour so
that they may wrongfully appropriate other peoples property, and this is a
major sin.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
one who gives a bribe and the one who accepts a bribe for giving a
judgement are both cursed by Allah» (Tirmidhi ) . In a version narrated by
Hakim, the middle man (who arranges for the bribe to be given) is also
included among those cursed by Allah.

Abdullah bin Amru reported that Allah’s Messenger (SAW) had cursed
both the one who gives bribes and the one who takes bribes.

The scholars say that the one who gives bribes is cursed if he thereby
intends to create trouble for a Muslim or if he wants to appropriate some
wealth unjustly . But, if by bribing he intends to secure his own rights or to
remove some oppression from himself , he is not included among the cursed. As
for the ruler or the judge, taking bribe is prohibited whether he unjustly takes
away someone's right or removes an oppression from someone because of it-
that is to say, whether his judgement is right or wrong. According to another
Hadith, the curse is also upon the middleman, but his intention depends on the
intention of the one who gives a bribe; if the giver deserves the curse, so does
the midleman, and if the former does not deserve it, the latter does not deserve
it either.
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262 The Thirty- Second Major Sin

Chapter: Inetrcession And Bribery:
Abu Umamah al- Bahili (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as

saying: «If a person intercedes for someone, and that one gives him a gift,
he has undergone a serious type of usury».

Ibn Mas'oud said: «IllegaI gain (Suht) is to intercede for something to
your Muslim brother and get it fulfilled, then to accept a gift he has given
you».

Masrouq interceded with ibn Ziyad on behalf of a man, and
responding to that, ibn Ziyad removed the oppression from that man. This
man sent a maidservant as a gift to Masrouq, but Masrouq refused and
sent her back. Masrouq remarked: «1 heard from ibn Mas'oud: «If
someone helps a Muslim to push back a wrong deed and that one offers
something, small or big, as a gift, it is suht- that is illegal property?. The
man said to him: «0'Abu Abdur- Rahman (That is Masrouq), we only
thought that ill - gotten property (suht) referred to the bribes offered to
the judges». Masrouq replied: «What you speak about is unbelief (Kufr).
(Tabarani).

A Story:
A Christian came to Imam Abu Amru al- Awza'i, who was living in Beirut,

and said: «The governor of B'albak has been oppressive to me; and I want you
to write to him on my behalf . The Christian brought the Imam a jug of honey.
Imam Awza'i said: «If you wish, I will accept the jug of honey as a gift
(without writing to the governor) or, if you wish, I will write to the governor
and you take back the jug». Then the Imam wrote to the governor of Ba’lbak to
reduce the taxes from the Christian. The Christian then took the letter and the
jug and departed... Later, on receiving the letter of the Imam, the governor of
B’albak reduced the taxes on the Christian by an amount equal to thirty
Dirhams.
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LA^^3 Uw?J Â JLILJI <W.

* Jlij . Lg-LiL>*-0.

j£~~i <J\SJ - <u^j Lfie-\ jj'J \ jf**- ^J\ j*
Jbjlj t ^Jlj ol • JLii 4JI *U- LJIJ+XU jl —

I 4Xll ^pljj^/ l JUi C J^P 0)<li oL> lj . 4JI v jl

^1 4J >̂ s£i . 4J} <̂ lSl iiiJl OJL>4 ojj 14JI dJU c~sSj iliJl OOJ

^JIAJ 4JL5JI JL>-li 4 -̂1^>- ya ĵ aill I*LA jl ^
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The Thirty- Third Major Sin

Women’s Imitation to Men And Men's Imitation
To Women

Ibn Abbas (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «AlIah
has cursed the women who imitate men and the men who imitate women».
(Bukhari and Tirmadhi and Nisai). In another report he said: «AIlah has
cursed the masculinized women». In a third report he said: «Allah has
cursed the effiminate men and the masculinized women».

That is to say, women who imitate men in speaking or dressing etc.

Abu Hurairah ( RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:

«Allah has cursed the women who dress like men and the men whodress
like women». (Abu Da'wood, Nisai, Ibn Majah, and Ibn Habban).

If the woman puts on the costume of men, she will look like men, and so
she is cursed by Allah and His Messenger. Moreover, the curse will befall her
husband if he is pleased with this and does not prevent her from it . That is
because he is Commanded to straighten her behaviour, according to Allah's
order: «Sav° yourselves and your families from a Fire whose fuel is people
and stones». (al - Tahrim. 66:6). By this verse we understand that men are
responsible for teaching women obedience to Allah as much as it is their
responsibility towards themselves. And that is because of the prophet's saying:

«Each one of you is a shepherd and each is responsible for his flock... A
man is a shephered in charge of the people of his household on the Day of
Resurrections (Bukhari and Muslim).

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «Men have truly perished,
when they obeyed womens Al- Hassan (RAA) said: «By Allah, no man who
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266 The Thirty- Third Major Sin

has become obedient to his wife in all her desires, without Allah Most High
dipping him into the Fire».

The prophet (SAW) said: «1 will not be a witness for two types of people
who are destined for the Fire; People with whips like cows'tails, who beat
other people with, and women who, although clothed, are nonetheless
naked, seducing and being seduced, their hair styled like tilted humps of
Bactrian Camels. These will not enter the Garden nor will its fragrance
even reach them, though its fragrance reaches such- and- such a distances
(Muslim).

The prophet (SAW) described such women as being clothed yet naked
since their clothing, being transparent, reveals the calour of their skin. He
likened their hair style to the hump of a Bactrian Camel, which has two very
large humps, because they put up their hair in a beehive shape and enlarge it
with a turban.

Women are also cursed for displaying their ornaments of gold or pearls
(that is, jewellery in general) Instead, women should keep them concealed
under a covering and should not put on musk or other fragrant perfumes when
they go out of their houses.

The prophet (SAW) said:

«1 have looked over the Fire, and I found that the majority of its
inhabitants were women».

The prophet also said:

«The more injurious trait to men that I have left after me is women».

(Moral Lesson):

Son of Adam, I see death attacking and surprising you to make you join
those people prior to your time, in the house of darkness and loneliness. Death
will take you to the camp of the dead, dispersing your money and family. You
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The Thirty- Third Major Sin

will be unable to push it back by the abundance of money or the power of
servants. I wonder for an eye that closes to sleep while the owner of that eye
does not sleep. When will you take precaution against threats? When will you
take precaution against a Day when skins of men speak and witness against
them?.
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V Liŵ S La li ^14 4 J-£-4oj ^jl>Jl <Lsi C»JJ jJbxJ ^1* 4

^3 JjSi 4 L>- jJ i j «̂ J jbJl <
_
$* ^ cr^

IJ-̂ LSj 4 l j.}^blj p-A^^* IjX*lp ^> JJl 4 lb l CjU
^JJJI
4 JuLo

( r )
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The Thirty- Fourth Major Sin

Being A Cukold

Allah Most High says:

«An adulterous man may only marry an adulterous woman or an
idolatress, while an adulterous woman may only be married to an
adulterous man or an idolater. Such [Conduct] is forbidden to be!ievers».
[al- Nur. 24:3].

Abdullah bin 'Umar (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Three (types of) people will not enter the Garden: The one who is
undutiful to his parents; the cuckold; and the masculinized woman».
(Nisai, Bazzar, and Hakim). In another report: «AIlah has prohibited three
(types of) people from entering the Garden: The one who is addicted to
wine; the one who is Undutiful to his parents, and the cuckold who knows
about his wife’s adultery but says nothing». (Nisai). The cuckold is the one
who approves such shameful behaviour of his wife. May Allah save us from
such behaviour.

Musannif says: «If a man suspects that his wife is promiscuous but ignores
that for love of her, or because he is in debt to her and feels impotent to do
anything, or because of a certain term in the marriage contract, or because he
has little children and the judge will not give him their custody, then he is a
man who enjoys no sense of jealousy, and there is no good in him».

We seek protection in Allah against any trouble or difficulty. I ndeed, He
is the Generous and the Magnanimous.

(Moral Lesson):
O you, who is involved in earthly dying lusts! When will you prepare for a
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The Thirty- Fourth Major Sin

certainly coming death? Until when, will you delay in joining the caravans
which preceded you? Do you have ambition to be like masters while you are a

hostage to your pillow? It is far away, far away, far away!.

The pleasures of what you have concealed will pass,

And there remains the bitterness of the results
A las! for the disobedient ones on their return Day,

Had they only been foregoing to the Gardens.
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The Thirty Fifth Major Sin

Marrying A Divorced Woman In Order To Make Her
Lawful For Her First Husband

Ibn Mas'oud (RAA) reported Allah’s Messenger (SAW) as saying: «TheMuhallil( 1 ) and the Muhallal(2)- Lahu are cursed*. Tirmidhi added that theact of mediation to fulfill that is also cursed according to the point of view oflearned men like: Umar bin Khattab, Uthman bin Affan, and Abdullah binUmar.

Ibn Abbas (RAA) reported that when the prophet was asked about theMuhallil, he replied: «Marriage is based on attraction and not on deception.And Allah words should not be taken for mockery. Marriage should becomplete and should include sexual intercourse, and divorce should haveits own reasons.
Uqbah bin Amer reported that Allah's Messenger (SAW) asked:

«Shall I tell you about a hired billy goat? The listeners replied: «Yes,Messenger of Allah*. He said: «He is the Muhallil. Allah has cursed theMuhallil and the Muhallal Lahu (Ibn Majah).
Ibn Umar reported that a man asked him: «What would you say if Imarried a divorced woman to make her lawful for her first husband, although

he neither asked me to do that nor knew about it?». Ibn Umar replied: «No!You marry a woman because you want her to be your permanent wife. If you
liked her, you would keep the marriage, but if you could not get along, you
would separate in divorce. What you are suggesting was considered as adultery
in the time of the prophet*.

(1) Muhablil: One who marries a woman after being divorced three times by her husband,provided that he will divorce her within a short period to be married again by her firsthusband.
(2) Muhallal- Lahu: The first remorseful husband for whom marriage is made permissible(Halal) after the arrangement of a temporary marriage to another man in order to make thereturn marriage permissible.
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. ^yU-j^Jl JUwl _JJ! aljj . (r)<(4__jJl JjJL (_Jp- Ĵ - j ^P
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276 The Thirty Fifth Major Sin

Both Athram and ibn Mundhir reported Umar bin al- Khattab as saying:
«If I come across any Muhallil or Muhallal- Lahu, I shall punish them by
stoning to death. And when Umar was asked about making the
permissible to her first husband (Tahlil ), he replied: «That is adultery».

woman

Abdullah bin Sharik al- A'meri reported that. Ibn Umar was asked to give
his opinion about a man who was married to his cousin and divorced her
irrevocably ( ie, for the third time ), but was then sorry for that and wanted to
remarry her. What if another man married her to make their remarriage
permissible? Ibn Umar replied: «Both will be adulterers, even if they live
together for twenty years, as long as he marries her for the sake of making her
lawful for her previous husband».

A man told ibn Abbas: «My cousin has divorced his wife three times and
then regretted it. What should he do? Ibn Abbas replied: Your cousin has
disobeyed, his Lord, so he made him suffer remorse. He obeyed Satan and he
left him no way out of his trouble. The man then asked: «What would you say
if another man married her to make her lawful to her previous husband?» Ibn
Abbas replied: «If anyone tries to deceive Allah, Allah will deceive him».

Ibrahim al- Nakh'i said: «If anyone of the three persons- the first and the
second husbands or the woman has the intention of Tahlil , the second marriage
is void and there is no Tahlil . (i.e making re- marriage to the irrevocably
divorced wife permissible) for the first husband». This was also the opinion of
Hasan al- Basri, Sa'id bin Musayyab, Malik bin Anas, Laith bin S'ad, Sufyan
Thawri, and Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal.

Ismail bin Sa'id said: I asked Imam Ahmad about the man who marries a
divorced woman with the intention of making her re- marriage of her first
husband lawful while the woman does not know of such intention. He replied:
«He is a Muhallil and hence he is cursed».

According to Imam Shafi'i; if Tahlil is a condition in the marriage
contract, the contract will be void, and marriage will become a pleasure
temporary marriage.

Moral Lesson:
How splendid are people who leave off this world before passing away!

People who feel displeased with the darkness of the world. Splendid are they
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278 The Thirty Fifth Major Sin

• who pick up the days of safety to prosper, who enjoy the words of their Lord
and submit to His orders. For the sake of their Lord they neglected delicious
sleep and ran to Him leaving all mankind behind them. Splendid are those who
would rather obey Him through their knowledge and comprehensiveness. They
worship Him with hearts full of joy. They knock His door to find it wide open
to them. We know such people through their features that express truthfulness
and comfort and through their fragrance that spreads wide and long.
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The Thirty- Sixth Major Sin

Not Protecting Oneself From Urine

Allah Most High says:
«Purify your clothing* [al- Muddathir. 74:4].
Ibn Abbas (RAA) related that the prophet (SAW) passed by two graves

and said: «Their accupants are being punished, but not for a great sin. One
of them used to spread slander, while the other did not clean himself
properly after urinating*. (Bukhari and Muslim). «Not cleaning properly
after urinating* means that a few drops remain, soiling the body and clothing.

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «Protect yourselves from all traces of
urine, because it is a main cause of punishment in the grave, (al-
Darqutni). Moreover the prayer of the one who does not protect his body and
clothing from urine is not acceptable.

Shaqi' bin Mani' al- Asbahi reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
There are four (types of) persons who will cause torment to the inhabitants
of the Fire, in addition to their customary torment, going to and fro
between the boiling water and the hot Fire, asking God to incur woe and
destruction upon those four (types). The inhabitants of the Fire will say to
each other: What is the matter of them that they are tormenting us beyond
our own torment? These four are: A man upon whose head there hangs a
box of burning coal; a man whose bowels are loose; a man from whose
mouth pus and blood flow; and a man who eats his own flesh. They will ask
about the man with the box over his head: «What is wrong with this fellow
who adds to our torment? They will be told: This fellow died while the
burden of other people's property was on his neck, (i.e he is in debt). Then
they will ask about the man whose bowels are loose. And they will be told:
«This fellow did not care where his urine fell, and did not wash it off*.
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sip : rnp pn^ IR^: R np t\«r ?r Rn * f R R ^ \^p -6

•) r r^T p r>< j o^v-j rr.<p r~P rc*-p rr-̂ p pJP p<r*> *

fr (C^rj -5^ <T\ ®^C 1 ]̂ ^’ flP • *Tff ' P̂’ ^O
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The Thirty- Sixth Major Sin282

Then they will be asked about the one vomitting pus and blood. They will
be told: «This person enjoyed whatever gossip he heard and passed it
along». Then they will ask about the person who eats his own flesh and will
be told: «This person used to eat other people's flesh- that is, through
backbiting*. (Ibn Dunia).

We ask Allah's forgiveness. He is indeed the most Merciful.

Moral Lesson:
Remember, o servants of God, the fatal incidents of those who preceded

you, and take into consideration how they ended and went away. The good
among them are pleased, while the evil ones are displeased. Look at yourself
befor you meet what they have met.

A man is like a new- moon beginning to rise
Looking so tiny and delicate Until it Completes

It gets bigger and bigger till it becomes full and then
It gets smaller with the succession of days and nights

Youth was a nice cloak you so much enjoyed
Until decaying rags flew away from it.
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The Thirty Seventh Major Sin

Hypocrisy

Allah Most High says Concerning the hypocrites:

«Hypocrites try to outwit God while He is outwitting them! Whenever
they stand up to pray, they stand up lazily to be seen by other people, and
seldom mention God». [al- Nisa'a. 4:142].

Allah Most High says:

«Woe to the worshippers who are absent minded as they pray, who
aim to be noticed while they hold back Contributions, [al- Ma'un. 107:
4-7].

«You who believe, do not cancel your acts of charity by (making ) any
reproach or offence like someone who spends his money simply for people
to see it» [al- Baqarah. 2:264].

«Anyone who is expecting hopefully to meet his Lord should act
righteously and not associate anyone in the worship due to his Lord». [al-
Kahf. 18:110].

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
first person to be judged on the Day of Resurrection will be a man who
died as a martyr. He will be brought forward, and after Allah has
reminded him of His favours and the man acknowledges them. Allah will
ask: «What have you done with them?». The man will reply: «1 fought for
your cause until I was martyred*. Allah will say: «You lie! you fought only
so that people might call you courogeous, and you have been called so.

Command will then be issued, and the man will be dragged on his face and
thrown into Hell. Next, a man whon Allah made affluent and to whom He
gave all sorts of property will be brought forward, and after Allah has
reminded him of His favours and the man acknowledges them, Allah will
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WU Ĵ̂ *Jl3 4 j j $. ULS yjJ JlS*

^̂ 3 ^> !^Jl*j 4Jj i j . AJNI yLJI

. (°<^ -^Ujr IU*- \ 4JJ O^Liy i5j-io ^J

Jlij

Jy»j Jli ! Jli <UP <frl j 0 jij-*> ^ ^ (_$ l

4l) l ^J-̂ --*>» ^3 %A «.*< 1 4-aLJjJl ^ yi ^y
» Ul J^ l 4i) l

* i

^>- dii C-Jljli : Jli ?l$J CJU.P Ui : Jli 1143yi 4 4̂ j 43yi 14j li
s'

^Sj>~ JliJ C-Jx3 CLLSJJ OoJi* .’ Jli c oJL^ JLî ul
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The Thirty Seventh Major Sin286

ask: «What have you done with them?». The man will reply: «1 did not
leave a way of spending you approve without contributing to it for your
sake». Allah will say: «You lie! You only did it so that people might call
you generous, and you have been called so». Command will then be issued,
and he will be dragged on his face and thrown into Hell. Then a man who
has acquired and imparted knowledge and read the Qur’an will be
brought forward, and after Allah has reminded him of His favours, and
the man acknowledged them, Allah will ask: «What have you done with
them?» The man will reply: I acquired and imparted knowledge and read
the Qur’an for your sake». Allah will say: «You lie! You only acquired
knowledge so that people might call you learned and you read the Qur’an
so that they might call you a reader, and you have been called so.
Command will then be issued and he will be dragged on his face and
thrown into Hell. (Muslim).

The prophet (SAW) said: «The one who makes his deeds heard of, Allah
will make him heard of (unfavourably), and the one who makes a hypocritical
display, Allah will make a display of him». (Bukhari and Muslim).

In explaining the meaning of this Hadith, khattabi said: «The one who
does a deed without sincerity, aiming to make a display to the people for praise
and fame, will be punished by making his secret intentions exposed and will
become ill- famed.

The prophet (SAW) said: «Even a little hypocrisy is shirk (setting) up
partners with Allah* (Hakim).

The prophet (SAW) also said: «The greatest fear I have for you
(Muslims) is minor shirk». He was asked: «What is that, Messenger of
Allah?» He replied: «That is doing good deeds for show. On the Day when
Allah Mosy High will reward people for their deeds, He will tell them: Go
to those people for whose sake and praise you did these deeds, and see if
they will reward you». (Ahmad, Baihaqi, and Tabarani).

In the explanation of the verse, ^Something they had not been figuring
on will appear to them from their Lord*, [al- Zumar. 39:47], it is said that
the deeds which they considered as good in the world will appear to them, on
the Day of Resurrection, as bad. Ascholar of earlier times, whenever this verse
was recited, used to exclaim: «Woe to the hypocrites*.

Jabalah al- Yahsubi reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «On
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. v—^ jJuJi ^^3 ^ ywM ĉJ1 UJIJ C v» >̂ l3^Jl ^y ^^***>cJ1 ^****3 C i«*3^
y J^Tj yl 4lP 4& I ^

( jl5 yl doI dot 1 <L«Lol ^J! 4J <Jli3 l yPJbj t ©3y>«^A» ^y yAj
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The Thirty Seventh Major Sin288

the Day of Resurrection, the hypocrite will be called, above the heads of
the people» O show- off! O deceitful one! O Godless one! O loser! We do
not have any reward for you. Go and collect your reward from the one for
whose sake you did these deeds».

Al- . Hasan said: «The hypocrite wants to outdo what Allah has
foreordained him to be. He is a man of evil, yet he wants people to say that he
is good. How will people say that when he has been placed by his Lord among
those who will perish? The hearts of the believers must surely recognize him
and know the truth».

Qatadah said: «If a person does someting for show, Allah will say: «Look
at my servant, how he mocks Me!».

It was related that Umar ibn al- Khattab (RAA) saw a man walking and
bending his head down. Umar said to him: Raise your head, man! Humility is
not in necks, it is rather in hearts!».

Abu Umamah al- Bahili (RAA) came to the mosque and saw a person
prostrating, sobbing and supplicating Allah. Abu Umamah told him: YOU,
you- if you must do this, do it at home!».

Muhammad bin Mubarak al- Suri added: It is better to manifest such
aspects of your religious sincerity at night, it is more honourable by night than
by day. Showing such aspects by day is for the sake of other human beings, but
doing them at night is for the Lord of the Worlds».

Ali ibn Abu Taleb (RAA) said: The hypocrite has three aspects to explain
him. He is lazy when he is alone, active when with people, and he does more
work when he is praised but less when blamed».

Al- Fudail bin ' Ayyad said: «Refraining from doing something for the sake
of people is hypocrisy, and doing something for people's approval is
polytheism, while sincerity is to ask protection from Allah against both».

We ask Allah for help and for sincerity in all our deeds, words,

movements, and rests. He is the Generous and the Magnanimous!.

Moral Lesson:
O servants of Allah, Truly, your days in this world are few, and your

sermons are fatal. Let the latters tell the earliers, and let the unmindful wake
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The Thirty Seventh Major Sin

before the convoys start to move. You, who are certain that you are passing
away with no provision or mount, who plunge themselves in the sea of
pleasures, when will you ascend to the shore:

You, who proudly admires
The Compartments of houses,

This world is but a place
For praying and piety

Tomorrow you will enter a house
Tight for you, though sculptured

Get satisfied, in this world, with
a dress to put on and bread to eat.
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The Thirty- Eighth Major Sin

Learning For The Sake Of This World
And Concealing Knowledge

Allah Most High says:

«Yet only the learned among His slaves fear Allah». [Fatir. 35:28].

In explaining this verse, Abdullah ibn Abbas said: «That is to say, only
those of My creation who know My omnipotence, My Glory, and My Dominion
dread Me?. Mujahid and Sh’abi said: «The learned person is the one who fears
Allah», Rabi' bin Anas said: «The one who does not fear Allah is not learned».

Allah Most High says:

«Those who hide the proofs and the guidance which We revealed after
we had made it clear to the people in the Scripture- Allah and cursers will
curse them». [al - Baqarah. 2:159].

This verse was revealed concerning the Jewish scholars. «The proofs»
point to the commandments and prescribed punishments, while «guidance»
points to the mission of the prophet Muhammad (SAW), which was alluded to
in the scripture of the Jews but concealed by them. «We had made it clear to
the people». That is to the children of Israel-” in the scripture»; That is the
Torah. Those are the ones among the Jews who conceal this information, and
they are cursed by Allah and by «Those who curse» which, according to Ibn
Abbas, includes all things excepting jinn and humankind.

Ibn Mas’oud said: «There are not two Muslims who curse each other
without their curse returning to the Jews or Christians, who have concealed the
news about the coming of Muhammad (SAW) and his qualities.

Allah Most High says:

«When Allah made an agreement with those who were given the
Scripture (saying): You shall explain it to mankind and not conceal it, they
tossed it away behind their backs and sold it for a parltry price. How
wretched was what they bought (instead!) [AT Imran. 2:187].
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294 The Thirty- Eighth Major Sin

Al- Wahidi said: «This verse was sent down concerning the Jews of
Madinah. Allah took a covenant from them in the Torah that they would make
the prophecy of Muhammad, his characteristics, and the place where he would
appear, known to everyone, and not hide it. Al- Hasan said: «This is the
covenant of Allah Most High binding the Jewish scholars to show mankind
what is included in their scripture, where the Messenger of Allah (SAW) is
mentioned. In explaining «They tossed it away behind their backs». Ibn Abbas
commented that the Jewish scholars flung that covenant with Allah behind
their backs in order to buy with it a trifling gain. That gain is what they used to
take from the mob for their mastery in scholarship, but «evil is that» bargain,
and they were losers.

Allah Messenger (SAW) said: «If anyone acquires the knowledge that is
sought for the pleasure of Allah, but does so only to get some worldly
advantage, he will not experience the fragrance of the Garden on the Day
of Resurrection. (Ahmad).

We have previously mentioned a tradition reported by Abu Hurairah
concerning three persons who will be dragged to the Fire; One of whom will be
told: «You acquired knowledge so that people might call you learned, and they
have done so.

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «The one who seeks knowledge to use in
Competing with the learned or disputing with the foolish or to attract
men’s attention to himself, Allah will make him enter the Fire».
(Tirmidhi).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «If anyone is asked about such
knowledge but conceals it, he will be restrained with a brand of fire on the
Day of Resurrection».

The prophet (SAW) used to supplicate: «1 seek refuge in you from any
knowledge that no benefit comes from». (Muslim, Tirmidhi, and Nisai).
And he said: «The one who acquires knowledge and does not act according to
it, has acquired it only to increase his pride». (Tirmidhi).

Abu Umamh (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «On the Day
of Resurrection, the evil scholar will be thrown into the Fire, and he will
turn around with his reed- pen as a donkey turns around a grindstone. He
will be asked: «What has happened to you? You were the one who used to
guide us. He will say: I used to do contrary to what I prohibited to you».
(Abu Da’wood, Tirmidhi, and Hakim).
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296 The Thirty- Eighth Major Sin

Hilal ibn Ala 'a said: «Seeking knowledge is hard, retaining it in memory
is harder than seeking it, applying it is harder than retaining it in memory, and
remaining safe from it is harder than applying it».

We ask Allah to keep us safe from every trouble and guide us to what He
likes and what He is pleased with. Indeed, He is the Magnanimous and the
Gracious!.

Moral Lesson:
Son of Adam, when will you remember the autcomes of your deeds? When

will you leave these palaces? How long will you keep turning around into
things you build up? Where are those who preceded you in houses and
buildings? Where is he who thought he would not come back to his Lord? All
have gone away and gathered into graves! All have inhabited the roughest
cradles where they will remain until the Last Day. And if they stand to
judgement while the sky is swinging to and fro, they will uncover the
concealed screen and all hidden objects will be disclosed, and wondrous things
will come to light. This world has nothing pleasant for those who believe in the
Day of Resurrection. Only the ignorant or the infidel is pleased with this
world.

This world is but an object of delight ,
Everyting therein expresses haughtiness

So, Don' t forget the horrors of a Day,
When the sky goes swinging to and fro.

148



j iL-Ul
w f*

y>- AJ| t jiJ jfoj ^ j.4 <La %>LJl 4)1 <Jb~l3

297

•r-/
J* Jl̂ -^Jl j J^> ?JĴ ' ^
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JŜ Jl <UJlj Ji-j ?0)
JĴ O «JI o -̂U PĴ -J cr& ir* if} Jj '̂ ^1 y° [£ bli c jj*/? il ^CJI> ^*£*>- 1 ^ ^ j 1^*-<>JL>- U
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The Thirty Ninth Major Sin

Betrayal Of Trust

Allah Most High says:
«You who believe, do not betray Allah and the Messenger, nor

knowingly betray your own trusts». [al- Anfal. 8:27].
Al- Wahidi said: «This verse was revealed concerning Abu Lubabah when

the prophet (SAW) sent him to Bani Qurayzah (The Jewish trible which
betrayed the Muslims during the battle of the Trench) as they were besieged by
the prophet and his army with Abu Lubabah relatives and children among
them. The Jews asked him: Abu Lubabah, what would you say to this? We
surrender to the prophet on the condition that S'ad bin Mu'adh be the judge in
our affair? He said: «Yes», but at the same time he pointed to his throat,
meaning that (if They did so), they would face death, therefore they should not
do so. This gesture meant betrayal to Allah and His Messenger. Abu Lubabah
Confessed: «No sooner had I left that place than I knew that I had betrayed
Allah and His Messengers

In explaining the words, «your own trusts» Ibn Abbas said: «Trusts are the
deeds which Allah has entrusted to His servants- that is to say, obligations- so
do not neglect them».

Al- Kalbi said: «Betrayal of Allah and His Messenger means disobeying
them. As far as betrayal of trusts is concerned, each one is a trustee of what
Allah has made obligatory for him. He may fulfill his obligations or he may
not, and no one will know it except Allah Most High. «Knowingly» signifies
that there is no doubt that these obligations are known to be a trust.

Allah Most High says: Allah does not guide the plot of the betrayers*
[Yusuf. 12:52]. that is to say, the deceits and plots of those who betray their
trusts do not bear fruit, and in the end they are exposed, causing them
humiliation.

Allah Messenger (SAW) said: «Three signs mark the hypocrite; when
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JU . Ĵ JUU
<U)I i»L?- lol ! ^̂ KJI Jli . Lfcj.̂ > 2‘.) V JjJL c ^<ajl_yiJl LX* -̂

^4* Cri
<J

C lA + )

4l)l *LJ* Jj
l)l 9 <b I

V ^ (T >^ jrSW» ^i*4t ^ 4J1 of> ^ :JLJ Jlij
C oLal <jl^-

I JjiLwaJl

Jr4
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The Thirty Ninth Major Sin

he speaks, he lies, when he makes a promise, he breaks it; and when he is
trusted, he betrays his trust. (Bukhari and Muslim).

«The one who is not trustworthy, has no faith, and the one who does
not keep his promise has no rebigion». (Ahmad, Tabarani, and ibn
Habban).

All kinds of of betrayal are bad, yet some cases are worse than others. If
someone, for instance, betrays you with regard to a few pennies, it is not the
same as betraying you with regard to your wife or property, which constitute
major sins.

Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said: «Place trust in the one who trusts you,
and do not betray the one who betrays you». (Tirmidhi).

300

The prophet is reported in a tradition to have said: «A believer’s natural
disposition can include any trait, but never treachery and Iying».
(Ahmad).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «Allah Most High says: «1 make the
third of two partners as long as the one of them does not cheat the other».
(Abu Da’wood).

He also said: «The first thing to be lifted up from people is the trust
and the last thing which will remain is the prayer, and there might be a
prayful person with no good in him.

Allah Messenger (SAW ) said: «Beware of treachery for it is an evil that
should be kept away». (Abu Da'wood, Nisai, Ibn Majah).

The prophet (SAW) said: «Such are the inhabitants of the Fire», and he
mentioned among them a man who is greedy and does not come upon even
a small thing without his cheating in it. (Muslim).

Ibn Mas’oud (RAA) said: «The person who has cheated in anything
which was entrusted to him will be asked on the Day of Resurrection to
pay back the trust. And he says: «How can I, O my Lord? The world has
passed away? Then, in the depth of Hell, he will be shown the same scene
on which he took that thing in trust, and will be asked to carry it out on his
back. He will find that it is heavier than the mountains of the earth. When
he ascends and thinks that he is almost out of Hell , he will slip back to its
depths for ever and ever. Ibn Mas’oud continued: «Prayer is a trust,
ablutin is a trust, washing (after major impurity) is a trust, giving full
measure is a trust, but the greatest of them (trusts) are properties given in
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302 The Thirty Ninth Major Sin

a trust». (Ahmad and Baihaqi) This saying stops at Ibn Mas'oud and is not
traced back to the prophet.

Moral Lesson:
Servants of Allah! How honourable are the days, but you have wasted

them! How ignorant are the souls and you have obeyed them! How exact is the
inquiry about wealth, so behold how you have accumulated! How registrative
are the papers, so take care of the deeds you deposit in! That is before going
down into graves, and becoming food for the worms.

Where are the townsmen of the tribes of
Noah and ' Ad and Thamoud thereafter.

While the people are on pillows of gold
And silk, cheeks have lain on soil

And a healthy visits a patient while
He is nearer to pass away than him.
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The Fortieth Major Sin

Recounting Favours

Allah Most High says:

«You who believe, do not cancel your acts of charity by (making) any
reproach or scolding...» [al - Baqarah. 2:264].

In explaining Al- Wahidi said: «It means reminding the recipient about
what was given to him». While al- Kalbi said: «It means reminding Allah that
one has given charity as well as scolding the recipient.

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will
not look at three (types of) people nor speak to them, nor purify them: One
who trails his garments (out of pride); One who recounts his favours to
others; and one who sells his merchandise through false oaths. (Bukhari).

He is also reported to have said: Three (types of) persons will not enter
the Garden: One who is disrespectful to his parents; One who keeps
reminding another of the favour he has done him, and one who is addicted
to alcohol». (al - Nisai).

Al- Nis'ai also reported the prophet (SAW) as saying: «The cheat, the
miserly one, and the recounter of favours will not enter the Garden.

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «Beware of recounting your
favours to others because that destroys thankfulness and cancels out the
reward». Then the prophet recited the verse quotel above.

Ibn Sirin heard a man saying to another: «1 did such- and- such favours to
you. I did this and I did that». Ibn Sirin told him: «Keep silent! There is no
good in being kind to others if you keep recounting it». Another scholar said:
«Reminding the recipient of a favour destorys the gratitude shown for it, and
being proud of a deed destroys its reward».
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306 The Fortieth Major Sin

Al- Shafi’i recited these verses:
D'ont bear other people reminding you

Of one favour they have rendered;
And choose for your soul her lot,

And be patient, for patience is a Paradise
Men's reproaches are harder on the hearts

Than the effect of swords and spears.

Moral Lesson:
You who started making errors, how ignorant are you! How long will you

think that God has neglected you while he gave you a chance? As if death has
surprised you, and the time of departure frightened you. Where is that much
wealth? Where is that extending hope? Where is he who enjoyed living in his
palace? He is as if he had never been, but he is still in his grave.
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The Forty- First Major Sin

Denying Allah's Decree

Allah Most High says:
«We have created everything in due measure (or decree), [al- Qamar.

54:49].
In his interpretation of the Qur'an, Ibn al- Jawzi said: «There are two

versions concerning the reasons for the revelation of this verse. One of them
reports that pagans from Makkah disputed with the Messenger of Allah
concerning Allah 's decree, whereupon the verse was sent down. The other
reports that the bishop of Najran came to the prophet and said: O Muhammad,
you claim that sins have been decreed, but that is not true. Allah's Messenger
(SAW) replied: «You are disputants with Allah». Thereupon the following
verses were revealed.

«Criminals will be lost in error and frenzy. Some day they will be
dragged face down through the Fire: «Experience the sense of scorching!
We have created everything in due measure». [al- Qamar. 54: 47- 49].

Umar ibn al- Khattab (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as
saying: «If Allah gathers the first and the last on the Day of Resurrection,
He will order a caller to make a proclamation, which will be heard by the
first and the last: Where are the disputants with Allah? The Qadariyah( 1 )

will stand up. It will be commanded that they be led to Fire. Allah will say:
Experience the sense of Hell. We have created every thing in due measure.
They are called «The disputants with Allah because they dispute with
Him, saying that it is unjust that he sould decree a sin for a creature and
then punish him for it. (Ibn Mardaweh through ibn Abbas).

Hisham bin Hassan reported al- Hasan (RAA) as saying: «By Allah, even
if one of the Qadariyah, keeps fasting till he is as thin as a rope, then he prayed
till he becomes like a string, he will be overthrown into Hell, then he will be
commanded to taste the touch of the Fire.

Ibn Umar (RAA) reported Allah Messenger (SAW) as saying:

(1) Qadariyah: Those who assert that human will is free and independant of the Divine Will.
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310 The Forty- First Major Sin
«Everything is according to a decree, even incapacity and intelligences
(Muslim).

Ibn Abbas (RAA) said: «Truly, we have created everything according to a
measure, was written on the Preserved tables before anything came into
existences

Allah Most High says: «And Allah has created you and whatever you
makes [al- 'Saffat. 37:96].

Ibn Jarir said: «The explanation of the verse has two aspects: One means
that Allah created you and your actions. Two, it means that Allah created you
and the idols which you make with your hands. Therefore, this verse is a proof
that actions of people are created- and Allah knows best.

Allah Most High says:
«He inspired it (the human self) with both its debauchery and its

pietys [al- Shams. 91:8].

Sa'id bin Jubair said: «It means He implanted its debauchery and its
piety». While Ibn Zayd said: «It means that He gave it guidance toward piety
or a tendency toward debauchery».

Allah's Messenger (SAW) is reported to have said: »When Allah is
gracious toward a nation, He inspires the people to do good deeds and
admits them to his mercy; but when He sends trials to a nation, He leaves
its people to themselves. They become blameworty for their evil and then
he punishes them, and He is the just.

Allah Most High says: «He will not be questioned about what He does,
while they shall be so questioned, [al- Anbiya. 21:23].

Mu'adh bin Jabal (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Never has Allah sent a prophet without there being Qadariyah and
Murji'ah in.

Belief in Allah means the affirmation that Allah, Most Glorious, Most
High, exists with His attributes of power and perfection, and is free of all
imperfections. He is One, Self sufficient, and is the creator of all things,
having absolute control over His creation.

Belief in His angels is the affirmation of their existence as creatures of
Allah Most High, who perform the tasks which Allah assigns to them.
«Rather, they are honoured servants; they do not try to speak ahead of
Him, while they act at His command. He knows what lies in front of them
and what is behind them; While they do not intercede except for someone
who has been approved. They are apprehensive and hence in awe of Him*.
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Ubjĵ ^3 l^iU ^> 1 ^IxJj JjlJ Jlij tĵ JLpI <l)lj SIJJL>«» ^LxJl Jl*il Jl
' O''

jd Jli . ( j-JJl ^ ‘(

_
5-iJl ^di • (‘W^ c (r)^ LALJSJJ

(
_£^JSJLS LklJ 4JLJ^b l j A$ viUi 1 -XJJ JIS^ t LFTJJ^>&3

. J*JIPI <Dij t j^>tu<iiJ L&L1

L^JJI :

1 ji ^̂ IP J-4 4Hl JJ® ! Jli <ol 4Ul J -̂’j ,JP <«i-d-k>Jl
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312 The Forty- First Major Sin

[al- Anbiya. 21: 26- 28].
Belief in His Messengers means to affirm that they were truthful in

conveying what Allah revealed to them, especially His commandments, which
place abligation on people, and that Allah helped them with miracles as a proof
of their claim to prophethood. It is obligatory upon Muslims to respect them all
and not to make any distinction among them.

Belief in the Hereafter is to affirm the coming of the Day of Resurrection
and whatever pertains to it: The rising of the dead; the assembling and the
accounting, the scale; the Bridge, the Garden and the Fire. The Garden and the
Fire are the houses of his reward or punishment for the righteous and evil-
doers.

Belief in the Divine Decree is affirming what has been mentioned above in
connection with the verses, «We have created everything in due measure,
and Allah has created you and whatever you make». Ibn Abbas (RAA)
reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Know that if the whole nation
united to benefit you with something, they would not be able to do so
except to the extent of what Allah has written for you; and if the whole
nation united to harm you, they would not be able to do it except to the
extent of what Allah has written for you. Pens have been lifted and ink on
the pages has dried. The last sentence means that the decrees have been
inscribed on the Preserved Tablet and no one can alter them except Allah, the
Most Gracious, the Most High.

The consensus of our righteous forefathers and the earlier scholars is that
anyone who testifies to the above articles of faith, whether through irrefutable
proofs or through an act of faith, is no doubt and without question a true
believer. Allah has cursed the Qadariyah and Murji ah sects by the tongues of
seventy prophets, (al- Musannif).

'Aishah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
Qadariyah are the Magians( 1 ) of this Ummah».

Ibn Umar (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Every
nation has its own Magians, and the Magians of this nation are those who
claim that there is no Divine Decree and that each event originates from a
new command (of Allah). If you come a cross them, tell them that I have
nothing to do with them, nor they with me». Then he added: «By Him in
Whose Hands is my soul, if any of them had gold equal in amount to Mount
Uhud and he spent it in Allah's way, it would not be accepted from him
until he believed in the decreeing of both good and evil». Ibn Umar then

(1) Magians means Zoroastrians or Parsees.
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314 The Forty- First Major Sin

would not pray facing that direction, he then does blaspheme».

- If someone was told not to abandon the prayer for Allah will not
excuse him and he said: If Allah does not excuse me in spite of the
illness I suffer from, He will unjust me! He then does blaspheme.

- If someone says: If the prophets and the angels bear witness before
me that such and such is true. I will never believe them! He then does
blaspheme.

- If someone was asked to pare his nails for it is a SUNNA, and he said
that he would not do that even if it is SUNNA; he blasphemes indeed.

- If anyone says, such a person is a Jew in my estimation, he does
blaspheme.

- If someone says, Allah has sat down, or stood up, to do justice, he
does blaspheme.

- Moreover, if anyone says to a Muslim, May Allah not make your end
be good, or, May Allah deprive you of Faith, he indeed does
blaspheme.

- If anyone asks somebody to take an oath, and when the latter is about
to swear by Allah, the first says: «1 want you to swear by your wife's
divorce, he then does blaspheme.

10 - Scholars disagreed regarding the one who says, «when I see you, I
see death itself», and some of them said: That one does blaspheme.

11 -If someone says, «If so or so were to be a prophet, I would never
believe in him, he then does blaspheme.

12 -If anyone says, «If what someone has said is true, we would be
rescued», he does blaspheme.

13 -If anyone prays without performing ablution first, owing to mockery
or justification; he does blaspheme.

14 -If two men disputed, and one of them said to the other: There is no
might and no power except in Allah, then the other answered: «No
might and no power except in Allah», will neither nourish nor satisfy
hunger, he does blaspheme».

15 -If someone heard the call of the Muadhen in the mosque and said: «He
is lying, he does blaspheme.

16 -If someone said: «1 don't fear the Day of Judgement, he does
blaspheme.

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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• Crr̂ Lr^'
. (_$jl̂ a.‘Jl otalp {jA Ia~»^Jl ĴP o\ ( ^ )
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The Forty- First Major Sin

mentioned the Hadith of the angel Jibril in which Jibril asked the prophet:
«Tell me what faith is». The prophet replied: «It means that you should
believe in Allah, His angels, His Books, His Messengers, and the Last Day,
and that you should believe in the decreeing of both good and evil».

Chapter:
It is also the consensus of seventy great scholars and Jurists of the second

generation of Muslims, the companions of the Companions of the prophet
(Tabieen) that the practise of Allah’s Messenger is Comprised of the following:
To be pleased with Allah’s Will and His decree; to submit to His
Commandments; to be steadfast in obeying His Law, to do what He has
Commanded to do, to avoid what He has prohibited, to be sincere in working
for the cause of Allah; to believe in the decreeing of both good and evil; to
relinquish argument, controversies, and disputes in religion; to wipe over the
leather socks (for Wudu); to fight under the banner of any Caliph, whether
righteous or sinful; and to pray the funeral prayer for a dead person from
among the Muslims.

Faith is a spoken word, an action and intention. Faith increases by
obedience and decreases by disabedience. The Qur'an is the speech of Allah,

brought down to His Messenger, Muhammad, by the angel Jibril, and it is not
created. Faith also requies patience under the rule of a Muslim ruler, whether
he is just or unjust; and not to rebel against the rulers as long as they observe
worship; not to call a Muslim an Unbeliever; If any sin is Committed, to ask
forgiveness of Allah and make reconciliation with other persons involved; not

to assert that such- and such a person will go to the Garden (Paradise),

excepting those persons about whom the prophet gave the glad tidings of the
Garden; to refrain from expressing opinions concerning the disputes among the
companions of the prophet. The best individuals among mankind, after the
prophets, are, in order, Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, and Ali, may Allah be
pleased with them all. We invoke the blessing of Allah upon all the wives of
the prophet, his descendants, and his companions.

Benefit:
Scholars stated the following expressions to be acts implying blasphemy

and disbelief :
1 - If anyone makes fun of any of Allah's names, His Commands, His

promise, or His warnings, he then does blaspheme.

2 - If someone says, «If Allah ordered me to do such and such an a~t, I
would not do it, and if the Qibla turned to this particular direction,
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The Forty- First Major Sin

17 -If someone put his objects of delight and said: I delivered them to
Allah, and another one said: You delivered them to the one who does
not follow the robber, he does blaspheme.

18 -If someone sat high up like an orator and people started questioning
him, laughing or if some other one said; Adish of food is better than
learning he does blaspheme.

19 -If someone suffered calamities and said: You (God) have taken my
wealth and children, what else are you going to take? He does
blaspheme.

20 -If someone hit his son or slave and an other man asked him: «Are you
not a Muslim?», and he replied knowingly and deliberately: «No», he
does blaspheme.

21 -If he wished that Allah had not prohibited fornication, murder, or
injustice, he does blaspheme.

22 -If the teacher of the children said: «Jews are better tham Muslims
because they are generous to the teachers of their dhildren», he does
blaspheme; and if he said: «The Christian is better than the Magian,

he does blaspheme.
23 -If someone was asked: «What is faith? And he replied: «1 do not

know», he does blaspheme.
We ask Allah, the Gracious, to be kind to us and to make us die as

Muslims committed to the Book (Qur'an) and Sunna, for He is the Most
Merciful.

318

(Moral Lesson):
Servants of Allah! Where are those who piled up treasures and got

intoxicated and fed up by lusts; those who wished to last forever (in this world)
but could not get that; those who spent their life span subjects to temptation
and deceit?.

Their devil has laid traps of seduction for them wherein they were caught;
and when the angel of death came to them, they showed lowliness and
submissiveness. The angel of death took them out of their houses without ever
returning to them. They are dispersed in their grave and will not meet again or
gather till the Day of Judgement.
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The Forty Second Major Sin

Listening To People's Private Conversations

Allah Most High says:

«Do not spy on one another» [al- Hujurat. 49:12].

Yahya ibn Abu Kathir said: «If means not to pry into other people's
private affairs nor listen to their private conversations^ This particularly
applies to spying on Muslims to find out their weaknesses and secrets, while
Allah has concealed them.

Ibn Mas'oud was told: «This is Walid bin 'Uqba. His beard is wet with
wine». Ibn Mas'oud remarked: «We have been forbidden to spy. If something
appears in public, then we shall take notice of it».

The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said: «The one who listens to people’s
talk while they do not like such action will have molten lead poured into
his ears on the Day of Resurrections (Bukhari).

We ask reguge in Allah against it, and we ask Him guidance to do what He
likes and what pleases Him for He is the Magnanimous and the Generous.
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The Forty- Third Major Sin

Carrying Tales

Atale- bearer is the one who spreads slander in order to create discord
among people. Such a thing is prohibited in Islam, and its prohibition is
derived from the following verse and Hadiths:

«Do not obey every contemptible oathmonger, any faultfinder who
goes around spreading gossip». [al- Qalam. 68: 10- 11].

The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said: «No talebearer will enter the
Garden». (Abu Da'wood and Tirmidhi).

Ibn Abbas (RAA) related that the prophet (SAW) came upon two graves
and said: «Their occupants are being punished, but not for a great sin (in
their own view). However, it is in fact a great sin. One of them did not
clean himself properly after urination. The other used to go about
spreading slander». The prophet then took a fresh palm branch, split it in
two parts and planted one on each grave. When asked why he did so, he
said: «Perhaps their punishment may be lightened as long as these remain
fresh». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «You
will find that the worst person is the one who is two- faced, showing one
face to this and another to that. The one who has a forked tongue in this
world will have a forked tongue of fire on the Day of Resurrection*.
(Bukhari and Muslim). The meaning of «Forked tongue* points to a person
who says different things to different people, exactly like the «two faced*
person.

Imam Abu Hamid al- Ghazali said: «The meaning of carrying tales is to
expose the faults of one person to another- saying, for example, «That person is
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324 The Forty- Third Major Sin

saying such- and- such about you». The one to whom it is told and the orfe
whose fault is communicated, and any other person who listens to it, dislike it,
regardless of whether the communication is through speech, writing, gestures,
hints, or something of this nature. The essence of carrying tales is revealing
such secrets or exposing such private matters as cause of embarrassment or
shame to the person about whom the tales are being told. It behooves a person
to be silent about what he sees of other people's actions, unless telling it is
beneficial to Muslims or prevents some crime. Six things are incumbent on the
hearer of a slander:

First: He should not believe the tale, because the reporter is a wicked
tale- bearer, not worthy of credence.

Second: He should prevent the tale- bearer from spreading such slander
and advise him that it is a major sin.

Third: He should be angry with the tale- bearer for the sake of Allah, the
Almighty, as he is hated by Allah; and being angry with someone
for the sake of Allah is obligatory.

Fourth: He should not establish a bad opinion about the person being
slandered, because Allah Most High says: «You who believe,
refrain from conjecturing too much; indeed some suspicion is
a sin». [al- Hujurat. 49:12].

Fifth: He should not busy himself in researching and seeking out the truth
behind the tale told to him Allah Most High says: «De not spy».
[al- Hujurat. 49:12].

Sixth: He should not spread the slander by telling others what the tale-
bearer said.

It has been narrated that a man came to the Caliph «Umar bin Abdul- Aziz
and told him something bad about another person. Umar then said to him: «0
man, if you wish, we shall consider your affair. However, if you are telling the
truth, the following verse applies to you: «If some scoundrel brings you
news, verify it» [al- Hujurat. 49:6] and if you are telling a lie, then the
following verse applies to you: «Any faultfinder who goes around spreading
gossip». [al - Qalam. 68:11]. Otherwise, if you wish, we shall overlook the
whole matter. The man said: «Please, overlook it, o leader of believers. I shall
never mention it again».

A man brought a note to Sahib bin ’Abbad, urging him to seize the
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The Forty- Third Major Sin

property of an orphan who had such a lot. At that, Sahib wrote on the back of
the paper: «Bearing (Unsolicited) news is evil, even if it is true. May Allah
have mercy on the dead man (father of the orphan) and help the orphan. His
property is a bounty from Allah to him, and may Allah curse the bearer of the
news».

326

Hasan al- Basri said: «If a person tells you about others, be sure that he
tells others about you». Ibn Mubarak said: «A bastard does not conceal any
secret he is aware of, but goes about spreading it». The proof that he is a
bastard is the verse «Bawling, and a bastard besides that» [ai- Qalam.
68:13].

One of our righteous forefathers paid o visit to a brother of his and told
him something he dislikes about other Muslim brothers. The second said to the
visitor: «0 my brother, you have been so late and you have come with three
sins: You told me some thing hateful about my brother, you made my heart
busy for that , and you stained your soul by betraying a trust».

A man came to Ali ibn al- Husain and said: «Such and such a man abused
you and said so and so against you». Ali said: «Let us go to him». Together
they went to that person and Ali said: O my brother, if what you have said
about me is true, may Allah forgive me, but if it is false, then may Allah
forgive you».

In the explanation of the verse: «His wife, the carrier of firewood». [al -
Masad. 111:4], it is said that she used to carry around slanderous tales. And
«carrying tales is described as «carrying firewood» because it inflames hatred
in the hearts of people , just as firewood kindles fire. It is also said that the
work of the talebearer is more harmful than that of Satan, because Satan only
whispers, while the tale- bearer speaks face of face.

A Story:
It was narrated that a man bought a slave, in spite of being told that the slave
was a tale- bearer. After staying some days with his master, the slave told his
mistress: «My master intends to marry another woman in secret. He no longer
loves you. If you want to regain his affection, follow my advice. When he is
asleep, take a razor and shave off a few hairs from under his chin and keep
them with you. This will make him love you». The woman intended to do that..
Then the slave went to her husband *(his master) and said: «0 my master,
something terrible is going on here. Your wife has befriended another lover
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The Forty- Third Major Sin328

and she wants to get rid of you. In fact , she plans to cut your throat tonight . If
you don ' t believe me, just pretend that you are sleeping when she comes to bed,
and mark the thing she is holding to cut your throat . The master believed his
slave.

When night fell , the woman came with the razor to shave off a few hairs
from under her husband 's beard, while he pretends that he is asleep. He said to
himself : «By Allah, the boy was right» . Then, when she came near and
approached his chin with the razor, he seized her hand, and, snatching the razor
from her hand, cut her throat with it. When her relatives came and saw her
murdered, they killed the man. Thus, due to this slandering, tale- bearing evil-
hearted boy both master and mistress were killed. That is why Allah Most High
says:

«You who believe, if some scoundrel should come up to you with some
piece of news, verify it, lest you afflict some folk out of ignorance and
become regretful for what you have done». [al- Hujurat. 49:6].

Moral Lesson:
You, who were captured by pleasures and could not get rid of . You,

ignorant of ruin that has struck you . You, deceived by safety while death has
set its traps to you. You contemplate about your passing away, while you do
not change your attitude. If you do not weep, pretend weeping.
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The Forty- Fourth Major Sin

Cursing

Ibn Mas'oud (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Reviling a Muslim is sinfulness and fighting with him is unbelief».
(Bukhari and Muslim). He also said: «Cursing a believer is similar to
killing him». (Bukhari). Abu Darda'a reported Allah's Messenger as saying:
«Men given to cursing will not be intercessors or witnesses on the Day of
Resurrections (Muslim). Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger
(SAW) as saying: «It is not fitting for a truthful person to be given to
cursings (Muslim).

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «A believer is not given to
taunting or cursing others, nor is he shameless and foul- moutheds

Abu Darda'a (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «When
a servant of Allah curses anything, the curse goes up to Heaven, but the
gates of heaven are locked against it. Then it comes down to the Earth
where its gates are locked against it. It then goes right and left, and if it
finds no way to enter, it returns to the one who was cursed. If he deserves
the curse, it will stay with him; otherwise, it will return to the one who
uttered it*. (Abu Da'wood and Ahmad).

The prophet (SAW) has punished the woman who cursed her Camel by
taking it away. 'Imran bin Hussain said: «While the prophet (SAW) was on a
journey, there was a woman of the Ansar riding on a Camel, and, who being
annoyed by the Camel's noise, started cursing it. The prophet heard that and
said: «Take away every thing it carries, and release it, because it has been
cursed*. Imran said: «It is as though I still see the Camel in my mind's eye,
wandering about among people with no one to bother it». (Muslim).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
most excessive type of usury is to elongate against the honour of your
Muslim brother*. (Bazzar). Amru bin Qais said: If a man mounts his animal,
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The Forty- Fourth Major Sin332

the animal will say: «0 Allah, make him kind and friendly to me». But if he
curses it, it will say: «Let the curse of Allah Almighty befall the one of us who
more disobeys Allah and His Messengers

CHAPTER:
The Permissibility of Cursing Sinners in General. Allah Most High

says:

«BehoId, Allah’s curse rest on the wrongdoers». [Hud. 11:18].
He also says:

«Then let us plead, and place Allah’s curse upon the Iiars». [A ’L
Imran. 3:61].

Allah Messenger (SAW) said: «Allah has cursed the one who takes
usury, who gives it, who witnesses it, and who writes (the contract for it).

«Allah has cursed the Muhallil and the Muhallal- Lahu» (See the
thirty- Fifth major sin).

Allah has cursed the woman who gives her hair for making a wig and
the one who uses it, the tatooer and the one who is tatooed; the one who
shortens teeth0 and the one whose teeth are shortened».

«Cursed be the women who wail, who shave their heads, or who tear
their garments when mourning».

«Allah has cursed the one who curses his (her) parents and the one
who abuses his (her) mother».

«Allah has cursed the one who misleads a blind man from the right
wav. Allah has cursed the one who has sexual intercourse with an animal.
Allah has also cursed the one who does what the people of Lut did». That is
homosexuality.

The prophet (SAW) cursed the following types of people:

- The professional mourners (usually women).

(1) Shortening teeth is a practise for the purpose of beautification in the pre- Islamic Days of
Ignorance.
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334 The Forty- Fourth Major Sin

- The leader of a nation who is hated by his people.
- The wife who passes the night while her husband is angry with her.
- The one who hears (in the Adhan), «Come to prayer, Come to success»,

but does not respond to it.

- The one who slaughters an animal in the name of anyone other than
Allah.

- The thief .
- The one who insults the Companions of the prophet.
- The effiminate men and the masculinized women.
- The men who imitate women and women who imitate men.
- The men who put on women’s clothing and the women who put on men's

clothing.
- The one who defecates on a roadway.
- The one who incites a wife against her husband or a slave against his

master.
- The one who has sexual intercourse with a menstruating woman.
- The one who threatens his Muslim brother with a weapon.
- The one who dissuades people from paying Zakat.
- The one who ascribes his paternity to anyone other than his father.
- The one who brands an animal at its face.
- The one who intercedes or asks for intercession of Allah's Hadd

(mandatory punishment) when the case is considered before the judge.
- The wife who goes out of her house without her husband's permission.
- The passive and active partners in homosexuality.
- The one who drinks Khamr (alcohol), the one who serves it, the one for

whom it is produced, the one who sells it, the one who buys it, the one
for whom it is carried, and the one who is fed from its price.

- The one who denies Allah's decree, the one who adds to Allah's Book,
the one who takes power by force in order to exalt those whom Allah has
made low and to humble those whom Allah has honoured, the one who
who makes it permissible (to fight) in Allah's Haram (i.e, the territory of
Makkah), and the one who abandons the prophet's sunnah (Practise).

- The one who commits adultery with his neighlour's wife.
- The one who marries a woman and her daughter as Co- wives.
- The one who masturbates with his hands;
- The one who gives bribes, who takes bribes, and who arranges for a

bribe.
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336 The Forty- Fourth Major Sin

- The one who Conceals religous knowledge.
- The one who hoards.
- The one who does not render help to a- Muslim brothers who is in

difficulties.
- The merciless ruler.
- The men and women who choose celibacy- that is to say, those who

declare they will never marry, and will devote their lives to worship.

We ask Allah’s protection from the curse of Allah and His Messenger!.

CHAPTER:
It is something forbidden to curse a virtuous Muslim, according to the

consensus of Muslims, while it is permissible to curse those people who
possess evil characteristics in a general fashion, such as by saying: «May Allah
curse the oppressors», «Allah's curse be on the unbelievers», «May Allah curse
the evil- doer», and so on as mentioned above. As for cursing an individual
who is known to be a Jew or a Christian, a thief, or a usurer, there is difference
of opinion. Al- Ghazali has pointed that it is forbidden except for those we
know they died as unbelievers, such as Abu Lahab, Abu Jahl, Pharaoh, Haman,
and the like. He said: «To curse is to believe that a person is deprived from
Allah’s mercy. However, we do not know whether a person will die as an
unbeliever or an evil- doer. Exceptions to this are the individuals who were
cursed by Allah’s Messenger. Similar to cursing is praying that Allah may
inflict some bodily harm upon a living person, and that all is detested, and
cursing animals or things is likewise detested.

CHAPTER:
However, in the course of giving a sincere advice or correcting a mistake

during training or teaching, it is permissible to say: «Shame on you»! or «You,
weak- minded» or «short- eyed» and similar things as long as it does not
constitute a traverse to lying or slandering. The purpose of such scolding is
usually to emphasize a point in training or teaching, or to focus the attention of
the pupils. And Allah knows best.

O Allah, keep our souls away from attaching to anyone except you, and
make us of the folk who love you and whom you love, and forgive us with our
parents and all Muslims.
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338 The Forty- Fourth Major Sin

Moral Lesson:
You, who has a little provision, although the life- journey is so far. You,

who approaches who does harm to him, and leaves what profits him. Is the
reasonable view hidden from you? How long will you waste the time, while it
is being accounted by the two guardian angels?

Your fugitive years have witnessed your past,
Followed by a day to be a new witness.

If you had committed an evil- deed,
Clean it by charity and you will be praised

Do your favours today, not tomorrow,

Tomorrow might come while you are dead.

If the arrows of death missed you and hit your friend
Learn that they shall return at another time.
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The Forty- Fifth Major Sin

Betrayal and Breaking Contracts

Allah Most High says:
«FuIfiIl the Covenant, and the covenant will be checked into, [al-

Isra'a. 17:34].
Zajjaj said: «Whatever Allah has commanded or prohibited constitutes the

covenants

Allah Most High says:
«You who believe, fulfill your contracts». [al- Maidah. 5:1].
Ibn Abbas explained the meaning of «Convenants» as what Allah has'

made permissible, or prohibited, or what He has made obligatory, and the
punishment He has prescribed in the Qur'an.

Muqatil bin Hayyan said: «Contracts» include what Allah has enjoined
upon you in the Qur'an, and to fulfill them means to obey what He has
commanded and to refrain from what He has prohibited, and «Contracts» also
include those contracts which are made with the idolators and among
yourselves».

The prophet (SAW) said:
«Four characteristics make anyone who possesses them a sheer

hypocrite, and the one who possesses one of them possesses a characteristic
of hypocrisy until he abandons it: When he is trusted, he betrays his trust;
When he speaks, he lies; When he makes a covenant, he breaks it, and
when he goes to law, he deviates from the truth».

«Every treacherous will have a banner on the Day of Resurrection.
People will say: This shows the betrayal of so and so, son of so and so.

Allah 's Messenger (SAW) said: «Allah Most High says: «There are
three types of persons whose adversary I Myself will be on the Day of
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^ijj ĵ ip 4^ 1 JJ jiij
>~ Ui AJ^J ! ^J>- j JP <Ut JJAJ ® " 4)1 JJ^J JI5j . ^^0^3 , vl

<U3 Ool5

0^3 ojJLP e j-A Jli t A ôL Ĵl
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The Forty- Fifth Major Sin

Resurrection: The one who gives a promise of protection (to another) andthen betrays him; the one who sells a free person and consumes the priceof the sale, and the one who employs a workman, and does not pay him hisfull wages when he finishes his work. (Bukhari).

342

Abdullah Ibn Umar (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«The one who refrains his obedience (to a leader) after declaring it, will
meet Allah on the Day of Resurrection without any excuse to offer to Him,
and the one who dies without having sworn allegiance (to a leader) will die
as the people of pre- Islamic period used to die».

Ibn Umar also reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «Let the one, who
desires to be rescued from the Fire and to enter the Garden, face his end
while he believes in Allah and the Last Day, and deal with others as he
wishes to be dealt with the one who swears allegiance to a leader and the
leader committed to him the power of his hands and the sincerity of heart,
let him obey that leader as much as he can. If, thereafter, another one
contests the authority of the leader, strike off his head». (Muslim).
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The Forty- Sixth Major Sin

Believing In Fortune- Tellers And Astrologers

Allah Most High says:
«Do not pursue something you have no knowledge about: The hearing,

the eye- sight and the vital organs will all be questioned concerning it».
[al- Isra’a. 17:36].

In explaining the meaning of «Do not pursue», al- Kalbi said: Do not say
anything you have no knowledge about. Qatadah said: «Do not say «1 heard»
when you did not hear, nor «1 saw», when you did not see, nor «1 knew», when
you did not know». In explaining the second part of this verse, Ibn Abbas said:
«Allah will ask His servants how they used their ears, sight, and mind, and it is
a warning that one should not engage in seeing what is prohibited, nor in
listening to what is forbidden, nor in desiring what is not permissible, and
Allah knows best».

Allah Most High says:
«Knower of the Unseen. He never discloses His Unseen (secrets) to

anyone except for some Messenger whom he approves of». [al- Jinn 72:
26-27].

Ibn al- Jawzi said: «Knower of the Unseen is Allah Almighty, the one and
the Unique. There is no one to share His Dominion, and He does not disclose
any part of His Unseen except for some Messenger he approves of because the
truthfulness of Messengers is that they inform about the Unseen. It also implies
that the fortune- tellers and astrologers, are liars, and those who believe in
them are unbelievers.

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «The one who goes to a psychic or a
fortune- teller has rejected what has been revealed to Muhammad». (Abu
Da’wood, Tirmidhi, and Ibn Majah).

Zaid bin Khalid al- Jahni (RAA) related: «The Messenger of Allah led the
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The Forty- Sixth Major Sin

morning prayer for us. It had already rained during the night. After he has
finished the prayer, he turned toward the people and said: «Do you know what
your Lord has said?». They replied: «Allah and his Messenger know best». He
said: «This morning some of My servants woke up believing in Me, and others
denying Me. The one who said: «It rained on us by the grace and mercy of
Allah», is a believer in Me, but the one who said: «It rained on us due to the
influence of such- and- such a star» has denied Me and believed in the star».
(Bukhari and Muslim).

346

Scholars said: «If a Muslim says: «It rained because of a storm», and he
believes that the storm was the effective element in producing the rain, he
becomes an unblliever; while if he meant that the storm was a sign and
instrument of Allah for bringing rain, he does not disbeliever

Allah's Messenger said: If anyone goes to a psychic and believes what
he says, his prayer will not be accepted for forty days». (Muslim).

'Aishah (RAA)reported that when some people asked Allah's Messenger
about soothsayers, he replied: «They know nothing». He was told: «0
Messenger of Allah, they make prediction which sometimes come true«. He
replied: «That word of truth which the Jinn hears by chance and then
whispers into the ears of his client, the saothsayer, will be mixed
thereafter with a hundred lies and reported. (Bukhari and Muslim).

'Aishah (RAA) said that she heard the prophet (SAW) saying: «The
angels come down over the clouds, telling about something that has been
decreed in Heaven, and satan stealthily listens and hears part of it which
he then inspires to the soothsayers, and those mix it with a hundred
falsehoods from themselves (Bukhari).

Qubaisah bin Mukhariq reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Consulting oracles, drawing lines, and observing the direction of the
flight of birds to deduce omens from them, are all pagan practices*. (Abu
Da'wood).

Ibn Abbas (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «If
someone acquires a piece of knowledge from the stars, he will have
acquired a part of magic*.

Ali bin Abu Talib (RAA) said: «The soothsayer is a magician, and the
magician is an unbeliever*.
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4j 4 0J 4j1 J ll>s-<jlj 4 AXA 1 ^ Iyp\zj>- \ j 4 J*J 4jLL>-

. 4^oJj>Jl ^AU? l JAJ 4 jUiJl
Jilitf 4>*

p ii»

. pJ-pi 4i) l^ 4 ^la^ ll LA *L~Jl ( p- L̂ w*) ^
jl

^3) J^3 j

S*>Lp 4J J*J J^JL> LOJ 430-V/23 liljp ^
jl 4JL) 1 J

JJ-̂ »J Jl~*> I cJli L^-lP 4JL) I ^p j AJLJIP Ĵ PJ . JJLWP olJJ (( la^j
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348 The Forty- Sixth Major Sin

Moral Lesson (Sermon):
O Servant of Allah, think about your past ancestors before being decayed,

and contemplate about your conditions before inhabiting your graves. Make
ready for this change before passing away. Where are the brothers and
Comrades? Where are those who Constructed the estrade of Kisra? By Allah,
they have all passed away and their coffins have been torn to pieces into their
graves. Their situations have been turned over, and they were mere dolls in the
hands of nights. They were no more concerned with their wealth or children,

and their beloved have forgotten them only after a few nights. They have
mixed with soil and abandoned wealth. If any of them was permitted, he would
recite:

Let the one who sees us say to himself ,

It is just a state, about to perish and end.

The calamities of life leave no vestige,
Nor those resulted from solid mountains.

There might be travellers dismounting theis mounts,

Drinking wine with pure potable water.

They lived so long a time in delicious conditions
And that life was obviously a peaceful one.
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The Forty- Seventh Major Sin

Woman's Bad Conduct Toward Her Husband

Allah Most High says:

«Admonish those women whose bad conduct you fear, and leave them
alone in their beds, and (even) beat them. If they obey, do not seek a way
against them. Allah is sublime and great, [al- Nisa'a. 4:34].

Al- Wahidi said: «Bad conduct» here means disobedience to the husband
due to comtempt for him.

'Ata'a said: «It means that she perfumes herself for her husband but denies
herself to him, and changes whatever she used to do for him valuntarily.
«Admonish them» means advise them by Allah's Book and what He has
commanded them in it.

«Leave them alone in their beds» means, according to ibn Abbas, the
husband's turning his back to his wife and not speaking to her. Sha'bi and
Mujahid said that it means not to sleep with her in the same bed.

«Beat them» means beating the wife lightly without causing pain or hurt.
Allah Most High reminds the husband that if his wife returns to him in
obedience, he should not continue to be angry with her, inventing new excuses.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «If a
man asks his wife to come to his bed and she refuses, the angels will curse
her until the morning». (Bukhari and Muslim). In another version, he said:
By him in whose Hand is my soul, if a woman who has been called to her
husband's bed refuses, the Lord who is in Heaven will be displeased with
her until her husband is pleased with her*. (Bukhari and Muslim).

Jabir bin Abdullah reported Allah's Messenger as saying: There are three
(types of) persons whose prayers are not accepted and whose good deeds
are not raised up to Heaven.: a runaway slave, until he returns to his
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352 The Forty- Seventh Major Sin

masters and put his hand in theirs; a woman whose husband is angry with
her, until he becomes pleased with her, and a drunk until he becomes
sober. (Ibn Habban and Baihaqi).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said:

«The woman will be firstly asked, on the Day of Resurrection, about
her prayer and her husband». (Abu Shaikh).

«It is not permissible for a woman who believes in Allah and the Last
Day to fast (apart from the fasting of Ramadan) while her husband is
present except by his permission, or to allow someone in the house without
his permission. (Bukhari ).

«If I were to order anybody to prostrate in front of another, I would
order the woman to prostrate before her husband. (Tirmidhi).

The aunt of Husain bin Muh'sin mentioned her husband to the prophet, and
he cautioned her: «See what your attitude toward him is, for he is your Garden
and your Fire». (Nisai).

Abdullah ibn Amru (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Allah does not look at a woman who is not grateful to her husband, as
long as she is not independent of him». (Nisai).

Ibn Abbas (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «When
tW woman goes out of her husband's house (without his permission), the
aagels curse her until she returns or repents». (Tabarani).

Umm Salamah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Any
woman dies while her husband is pleased with her will enter the Garden.
(Tirmidhi).

It is obvious, then, that it is incumbent upon a woman to seek her
husband's pleasure and avoid making him angry, and not to refuse herself from
him when he wants her, as the prophet has said: «When a man calls his wife to
his bed, she should come to him even if she is (baking bread) at the oven».

: (Tirmidhi).

Scholars said: «A woman should respond to her husband's demand except
when she is menstruating or during the period of birth- bleeding, as it is
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354 The Forty- Seventh Major Sin

prohibited to have sexual intercourse at such times. And the husband should
not call his wife to sexual intercourse at such periods. He has to wait until she
takes a shower, according to the saying of Allah Most High: «Keep away from
women during menstruation. Do not approach them until they are
cleaned». [al- Baqarah. 2:222].

The prophet (SAW) said: «The one who has intercourse with a woman
who is menstruating, or in her anus, or who goes to a soothsayer, has
defected what has been revealed to Muhammad». (Tirmidhi). In another
tradition, the prophet said: «The one who has intercourse with a woman
while she is menstruating or in her anus, is cursed». However, the after
birth- bleeding is similar to the menstrual flow, but it lasts forty days, and the
same prohibition applies during the after- birth bleeding. Hence, it is not
permissible for a woman to obey her husband if he wants sexual intercourse
during the (period of) menstrual or after- birth bleeding. A part from that, she
must respond to his call».

A woman should also secure her husband’s permission in spending money;
she would rather give preference to his rights over hers, and the rights of his
relatives over hers; she should be always ready to please him, and never brag to
him about her beauty or show contempt for his ugliness, if he is ugly.

Al- Asmai said: «1 came to a nomad's house and saw that a beautiful
woman married to an ugly man. I asked her: How can you accept to be with
such a man. She replied: «Listen, you! Parhaps he has done something good for
his creator, and his creator made me his reward, or I may have done something
bad and He made him my punishment».

Aishah (RAA) said: O women! If only you know the rights of your
husbands upon you, the one of you would start wiping the dirt off her husband's
feet with her cheeks.

Anas (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger as saying: Your Garden- women
are the affectionate type- the one who, whether she hurts her husband or is hurt
by him, comes to him, and, taking his hands in hers, says to him; «1 can not
sleep until you are pleased with me».

A wife should show modesty toward her husband, look down before him,
obey his orders, keep silent when he is talking, stand up when he comes into
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The Forty- Seventh Major Sin

the house, keep herself away apart from whatever displeases him, bid him
good- bye when he goes out of the house, obey him when he calls her to come
to his bed, not to betray him with regard to her person, his property if he is
absent , have a fragrant body- smell , be more particular about brushing her
teeth with the tooth- stick and musk and perfume, keep herself in good
appearance when he is present, abandon backbiting, be generous towards his
parents and relatives, and be pleased with the little of food or clothing he
provides.

356

CHAPTER:
The Merits Of the Obedient Wife And the severe torment of the

disobedient one.

A God- fearing woman strives to obey Allah and to obey her husband, and
she seeks to please him because he is her Garden and Fire, as the prophet said:
«Any woman who dies while her husband is pleased with her will enter the
Garden». In another tradition, he said: «When a woman observes the five
daily prayers, fasts during Ramadan, obeys her husband, she may enter
the Garden by any gate she wishes». He also said: «The birds in the air, the
fishes in the sea, the angels in Heaven, the sun, and the moon ask
forgiveness for the obedient wife as long as her husband is happy with her.
But any woman who disobeys her husband is subject to the curse of Allah,
His angels, and all mankind. Any woman who frowns in her husband's
face is subject to the anger of Allah until she makes him laugh and be
pleased with her. Any woman who leaves her house without her husband's
permission is cursed by the angels until she returns.

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «Four (types of) women will
enter the Garden and four types will be in the Fire. Those who will enter
the Garden are:

1 - A chaste woman who is obedient to Allah and her husband.

2 - A fertile patient woman who gives birth to many children, and
who is content in an easy fashion of living with her husband.

3 - A modest woman who guards, .in the absence of her husband, her
person and his property, and keeps her tongue from nagging him
when he is at home.
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358 The Forty- Seventh Major Sin

4 - A woman whose husband died, leaving her with little children. She
busied herself in bringing up her children and did not remarry for
fear she might neglect her children's welfare.

The four who will enter the Fire are:

1 - A woman who is a foul- mouthed and nagging wife to her husband,
and who does not guard her chastity when her husband is absent; while
when he is at home she hurts him with her tongue.

2 - A woman who overloads her husband with demands that he can not
afford.

3 - A woman who does conceal the parts of her body required to be
covered from men and goes out of the house in full make up.

4 - A woman who is only concerned in eating, drinking and sleeping, and
she has no inclination toward prayer or obeying Allah and His
Messenger, or obeying her husband.

The prophet (SAW) said: «1 was shown the Fire and I found that the
majority of its inhabitants were women». (Bukhari and Muslim). That is
due to their reluctance to obey Allah and His Messenger and their husbands,
and much making up, we mean by making up dressing in fancy clothes,
beautifying their faces and walking seductively to attract men.

The best way for a woman to gain Allah's great estimate is to be at home.
It came in a Hadith that the woman is like a genital and should be imprisoned
inside houses.

Ali ibn Abu Talib asked his wife Fatimah, (the prophet's daughter): «0
Fatimah, what is good for a woman?». She replied: «That she does not see men,
nor do they see her». And Ali used to say to his companions: Do you not have
any shame, any jealousy? The one of you allows his wife to go out among men,
exchanging looks!

Aishah (RAA) and Hafsah (RAA) were sitting with the prophet (SAW)
when Ibn Um Maktum came, and he was a blind man. The prophet said: «Veil
yourselves from him!!. They said: O Messenger of Allah, is he not blind? He
can not see us and does not recognize us». The prophet replied: But are you two
blind and unable to see him?». (Abu Da'wood and Tirmidhi).

As it is an obligation upon men not to look at woman, it is also an
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360 The Forty- Seventh Major Sin

obligation upon women not to look at men . If a woman has to go out of home
for necessities, to visit her parents and relatives, or for having a bath and so on,
she should not make up to show her ottractions; she should rather wear a loose
outer garment over her clothes, walk normally and keep her eyes from
wandering this way and that.

It was narrated that a relative of a dead woman, who used to go out fully
made up and show her attractions, saw her in a dream. She was brought before
Allah Most High in transparent garments. The wind blew and exposed her
body. Allah Most High turned away from that sight and said: «Take her to the
Fire, she was in her life- time one of those who used to make up.

Ali ibn Abu Talib (RAA) told that he and his wife Fatimah came to the
prophet for a visit and found him weeping bitterly. Ali said to him: «May my
father and mother be ransomed for you, O Messenger of Allah! What makes
you weep? He replied: «0 Ali, during my night journey to the Heavens, I saw a
number of my Ummah (folk) being punished in various ways, and I am weeping
at the severity of their torment... I saw a woman hanging by her hair and her
brain boiling; another woman was hanging by her tongue and hot liquid was
being poured down her throat; another woman’s feet clung to her breasts and
her hands to her forehead; another one wes hanging by her breasts; another
woman, whose head was that of a pig and whose body was that of a donkey,
being tormonted in a thousand different ways; and another woman was in the
form of a dog and Fire was going into her mouth and coming out of her anus,
while the angels were hitting her with hammers of Fire». Fatimah stood up and
said: «0 my dear father, what were the deeds of these woman for which they
suffer such punishment? He replied: O my dear daughter, as for the one who
was hanging by her hair, she did not cover her hair in front of men; the one who
was hanging by her tongue used to annoy her husband; the one hanging by her
breast used to defile her husband's bed (i.e commit adultery); the one whose
feet were tied to her breasts and her hands to her forehead did not wash herself
after sexual intercourse or finishing menstruation, and she made fun of prayer;
and the one with a pig's head and a donkey's body used to carry around
slanderous tales; and the one in the form of a dog used to be envious and to
recount her favours to others.

Mu'adh bin Jabal (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «If
a woman does harm to her husband in this world, his wife among the
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362 The Forty- Seventh Major Sin

black- eyes damsels of Paradise will say: «Do not annoy him, may Allah
destory you! Woe to the woman who disobeys her husband».

CHAPTER:
«Man,s Responsibility toward His wife»:

Just as the woman is commanded to obey her husband and to seek his
pleasure, the man is also commanded to be gentle and kind to his wife. He must
show forbearance and patience toward her in case she is abusive or ill-
tempered. It is his duty to feed and clothe her and to provide for her needs well,
according to Allah's demand: «Treat them politely» [al- Nisa'a. 4:19] and
according to the prophet's advice: «Treat woman gently, for you indeed have
some rights over them and they have some rights over you. Their right on
you is to provide for their food and clothing generously, while your right
on them is not to let anyone whom you dislike to tread on the floor of your
houses. (Ibn Majah and Tirmidhi).

He said: «The best among you is the one who is best to his wife». In
another version it is: «The best one among you is the one who is most kind to
his wife». (Ibn Habban). The prophet himself was very kind and gentle with
women.

The prophet (SAW) also said: «If any man shows patience toward his
wife’s bad temper, Allah will give him a reward similar to the reward of
Ayyub (Job) for his patience, and if any woman shows patience with her
husband's bad temper, Allah will give her a reward similarto the reward
of Asiah, the daughter of Muzahem and the wife of Pharaoh.

It is reported that a man came to Umar ibn al- Khattab (RAA) to complain
about his wife's ill temper. While he was waiting for Umar to come out of his
house, he heard Umar's wife scolding him and Umar calmly listening to her
not answering her back. The man turned round and set away muttering to
himself: «If that is the case of Umar, the leader of the believers, who is famouf
for his fierceness and toughness, then what is my own case? At that moment
Umar came out of his house and saw the man walking away. He called to him
and said: «What is it you want of me, man?» The man replied: O leader of the
believers, I came to complain about my wife's bad temper and how she slays
me. Then I heard your wife doing the same to you, so I turned away muttering
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l^jli L^JLJU 4JJL̂ O idols'

^ill L*lj t (JL>- jJl LA ^la^j V idols' LgjLi

‘ Vr ' jJ u^'y J—*
oL>Jl L^JLP JaL» oij Lgd̂ U ^Jl LAIJJJ L^odi LA >̂1̂ -J OdJ ^i!l L> lj

Lfjjj v—ilaij V curls' L^jli

cjolS" L^jLd L^oJd 4_SJLJC<J! LO IJ LPĴ oils'
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364 The Forty- Seventh Major Sin

to myself, «if that is the situationt of the leader of the believers, then what
about myself ? Umar then said: «0 my brother, I bear with her because of her
rights over me. She cooks my food, bakes my bread, washes my clothes, breast-
feeds my child, and these are not all her obligations. Moreover, she is a
comfort to my heart and she keeps me away from forbidden things (that is
adulteryt. Consequently I bear with her». The man said : «So is the case with
my wife». Umar said to him: «Then be patient with her, my brother, for the life
journey is too short.

A Story:
*

Arighteous man used to visit another righteous Muslim brother once a
year. One year he came to pay his visit and knocked at the door. The woman of
the house asked : «Who is it ?» He replied: «Iam a brother of your husband's. I
have come to visit him». She said: « He has gone to fetch some wood. May
Allah not bring him back, and may He break his bones! May Allah do so and so
to him! And she started reviling her husband. While the visitor was standing at
the door, the man of the house returned from the mountain, and he was
accompanied by a lion with a load of wood on its back, following the man as
meekly as if it were a donkey. He greeted his brother- in- faith, asked him to
enter the house, took the wood off the lion’s back and told the lion: «Go, may
Allah bless you». Then he went into the house, while his wife was still reviling
him, but he did not say anything to her. The guest sat for a while, and after
taking some food departed, surpristed at his friend's forebearance with such a
shrew.

A year passed, and the man as usual came to visit his Muslim brother. He
knocked at the door and the woman of the house asked: «Who is it?». He
replied: «A brother of your husband's, called so and so. She said: «Welcome to
you, please come in and sit down. God willing, he is coming presently. The
man was surprised by her refined manner of speaking and her warm welcome.
Soon, the man of the house came back, carrying a load of wood on his own
back, which further increased the visitor's surprise. They sat and talked
pleasantly, while the wife served them a delicious meal and joined them in
conversation. When it was time to leave, the visitor could not restrain his
curiousity and asked the host : «My brother, may I ask you something?» The
host answered: What is it , my brother? The visitor said: «Last year, when I
came to visit you, your wife was foul- mouthod and ill- mannered, but I saw
you bringing your load of firewood on the back of a lion. This year I see that
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366 The Forty- Seventh Major Sin

your wife is polite and sweet- tempered, but you bring the firewood, on your
own back, I simply do not understand. The host smiled and said: «My brother,
my first wife had died. She was, as you know, ill- temp- ered and abusive, but I
was patient with her. As a reward for my patience and forebearance with her,

Allah gave me control over the lion and I used it as a donkey. When my first
wife died , I married this good woman and I am at peace with her. Therefore
Allah released the lion from my control, and I have to carry my own load due
to the peace and comfort which I enjoy with this sweet- tempered and loving
wife».
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The Forty- Eighth Major Sin

Making Statues And Pictures

On cloth, stones, coins, or anything else, out of wax, iron, copper, wood,

or anything else; the command is to destroy them.

Allah Most High says:

«Allah will curse those who malign Allah and His Messenger in this
world and the Hereafter, and will prepare shameful torment for them».
[al - Ahzab. 33:57].

Ikrimah said: «Those are the people who make statues or pictures».

Ibn Umar (RAA) reported Allah’s Messenger (SAW) as saying: «On the
Day of Resurrection, those who make pictures will be punished. They will
be told: «Bring to life what you have created». (Bukhari and Muslim).

’ Aishah (RAA) reported: While the prophet was out on a journey, I draped
the alcove of my house with a curtain having pictures on it . When he returned
and saw it , I could discern that his face coloured and he was displeased. And he
said: O ' Allah, the most severely punished on the Day of Resurrection will be
those who try to create something similar to what Allah has created». Aishah

said : So I cut the curtain and made it two cushions. ( Bukhari and Muslim).

Ibn Abbas reported Allah Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Every maker of
figures will be in the Fire. And every picture he draws will be made into a soul
to be tormented in the Fire of Hell». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Ibn Abbas also reported that he heard the prophet (SAW) saying: On the
Day of Resurrection, any person who has made a statue or a picture in this
world will be asked to blow life into it, but he will never be able to do that.
(Bukhari and Muslim).

In another Hadith reported by Ibn Abbas (RAA), the prophet (SAW) said:
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370 The Forty- Eighth Major Sin
«Allah, the Almighty, the Glorious, says: «Who does greater wrong than
the one who tries to create like my creatures? Let them create a grain, a
little hair, or an atom». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: On
the Day of Resurrection abundle of fire will spread out saying: lam
concerned with three (types of) persons; The one who associats something
with Allah, the one who is a stubborn tyrant, and the one who makes
figures and pictures.

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «The angels do not enter a house
wherein there is a dog or a figure». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Commenting on this and some similar Hadiths, Khattabi says: «Only the
angels of mercy and blessings are meant here, and not the guardian angels. As
for dogs, it means the ones kept not for guarding the house or farm, or for
hunting. As for the definition of a figure, it includes statues and pictures of
people and animals, whether they are painted on the ceiling or walls or woman
in cloth. This is a general injunction concerning representations of people and
animals.

The Muslim is required to obliterate statues and figures if he is able to do
so. Hayyan bin Husayn reported 'Ali ibn Abu Taleb as saying to him: Shall I
not convey to you what the prophet told me? Do not leave an image without
obliterating it, and do not leave a raised grave without leveling it with earth».
(Muslim).

We ask Allah to guide us to what is pleasing to Him. Indeed, He is the
Generous and the Magnanimous.
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The Forty - Ninth Major Sin

Lamenting, Wailing, Tearing The Clothing, And
Doing Other Things of The sort When An

Affliction Befalls
Abdullah bin Mas'oud (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as

saying: «The person who slaps his or her checks, tears the front of the
garments, and cries out with the crying of the pre-Islamic days of
ignorance, does not belong to us. (Bukhari and Muslim).

Abu Musa al-Ash'ari (RAA) reported Allah 's Messenger as saying: «1
have nothing to do with a woman who wails or shaves her head or tears her
clothing (in mourning)» (Bukhari and Muslim).

Um 'Atiyah said that Allah's Messenger took a pledge from women that
they would not wail . (Bukhari).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: There
are two kinds of people who have a trace of unbelief; Those who taunt
others concerning the lineage and those who wail for the dead. (Muslim).

Abu Sa'id al-khudri said that Allah Messenger had cursed the
wailing-woman ( 1 ) and the one who listens to her.

Abu Burda said that Abu Musa al-Ash'ari fainted, and his wife, Umm
'Abdullah began to cry in a-piercing sound, and Abu Musa was unable to stop
her: But when he Came round, he said: I have nothing to do with what Allah's
Messenger had nothing to do with, and Allah 's Messenger had said: «1 have
nothing to do with a woman who wails or shaves her head or tears her
clothing». (Bukhari and Muslim).

(1 ) The wailing-woman is the one who wails over a diseased peron, recounting his or her good
characteristics. There used to be a professional wailing woman who would wail for a price.
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374 The Forty - Ninth Major Sin

Al-Nu' man bin Bashir said that when 'Abdullah bin Rawohah fainted, his
sister hegen to shout enumerating his good characteristics: Alas for
such-an-such". When he regained his consciousness, he said: "I was questioned
concerning the reality of everything you said about me" (Bukhari and Muslim).

Abdulah bin Umar reported Allah Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
dead person will be punished in his grave for the wailing of the living for
him». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Abu Musa (RAA) said that he heard Allah's Messenger (SAW) saying: «If
anyone dies and the professional mourner stands up to say: «Alas for the
mountain0 Alas for the master; Alas for such-and-such, Allah will put
two angels in charge of him, who will beat him on the breast and ask him
whether he really was like that». (Tirmidhi).

Allah's Messenger said:

«It the wailing-Woman does not repent before her death, on the Day
of Resurrection, she will be made to stand wearing a garment of pitch and
a shirt of tar». (Muslim).

«In fact, I was prohibited from listening to two stupid and wicked
sounds; the sounds expressing sensual desires (in entertainment or parties)
which are related to the worship of Satan; and the sounds at the time of
calamity, namely, the tearing of garments and slapping of cheeks, which
are Satan's clamour».

Al-Hasan said: «Two sounds are cursed: sounds expressing sensual desire
and shrieking at the time of calamity».

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «Those wailing - women will form two
rows in the fire and will bark at its inhabitants as dogs bark». (Tabarani).

Awza'i said: «Umar ibn al-Khattab heard the sound of wailing (coming
from a house), whereupon he entered it, and with him were some other people.
Me made his way until he reached the professional wailing-woman and started
hitting her, and said: «she is a professional mourner and has no honour, she
does not mourn because of your sorrow, rather, she sheds tears to snatch your
money. Truly, she is injuring your dead in their graves and your living in this

(1) «Mountain» signifeies a chief person.
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0L> • ^̂ -̂ >«31 <J^^ • ^ (jUâ A^ AJJJ *—1>^w>cJl ^3
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376 The Forty - Ninth Major Sin

world because she prvernts you from being patient, whereas Allah has
commanded it, and she commands you to wail, whereas Allah has forbidden
it».

Scholars have said: «Crying quietly and Calmly without wailing is
permissible. What is prohilited is to raise the voice while crying.

Abdullah bin ' Umar said that when sa'd bin Ubadah was ill, Allah's
Messenger (SAW) came to visit him, accompanied by Abd al-Rahman bin ' Auf ,
sa 'd bin Abi Waqqas, and Abdullah bin Mas’oud . On seeing bin Ubadah, the
prophet began to weep, and when other people saw him weeping, they also
wept . He (SAW) then said: «Listen! Allah does not punish for the tears which
the eye sheds or the grief which the heart experiences, but He punishes for
this-pointing to his tongue- or shows mercy». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Usamah bin zaid (RAA) reported that Allah's Messenger (SAW) lifted up
hir grandson (the son of his daughter, zainab), who was dying, and his eyes
overflowed with tears. Sa'd bin Ubadah, who was accompanying him said:
«What is this, Messenger of Allah?» He replied: This is Compassion which
Allah has placed in the hearts of His servants. Allah shows mercy to the
Compassionate people of His servants» (Bukhari and Muslim).

Anas (RAA) reported that when Allah’s Messenger (SAW) went to visit
his son Ibrahim at the time of his death, tears began to drop from his eyes, at
which Abd al-Rahman bin 'Auf said to him: You, too, Messenger of Allah! He
said: «Ibn ’ Auf, this is only compassion*. Then he shed more tears and
said: «The eyes weep and the grieve, but we only say what our Lord is
pleased with; and we are grieved at being separated from you, I brahim".
(Bukhari and Muslim).

Shafi’i's followers said: It is permissible to weep before or after someone's
death, and before death is being preferable.
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378 The Forty - Ninth Major Sin

Chapter: On Patience:

Allah and His Messenger have commanded patience and Control of
emotions at the time of calamity, and have prohibited lamenting and
complaining.

Allah Most High says:

«You who believe, seek help through patience and prayer; Allah
stands alongside the patient! (al-Baqarah. 2:153).

And He says:

«We shall test you with a bit of fear and hunger, plus a shortage of
wealth and souls and produce. Announce such tidings to patient people,
who say, whenever some misfortune strikes them: We belong to Allah, and
are returning to Him*. (al-Baqarah. 2:155 - 156).

Allah Most High tests us to know how much faith we have. The persons
who are patient and steadfast will be rewarded, while the ones who have no
patience will not be rewarded. As to Allah' saying «a bit of fear and hunger»,

ibn Abbas says: «It is the fear of an enemy and hunger resulting from famines;
«shortage of wealth» is due to losses in business and destruction of property
and the death of a cattle; and shortage of «souls» is due to sickness and death
and old age, and the loss of «produce» is due to failure in crops and labor. The
verse ends with good tidings for those who show patience when any calamity
strikes them, and that they will be rewarded for their patience by Allah Most
High. «We belong to Allah» means that we are all His creatures and slaves -
and «we are returning to Him» - that is, for judgement after death».

Aishah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Abeliever
is not to be afflicted with anything without Allah’s removing some of his
sins, even when he is pricked by a thorn. (Muslim).

Alkamah bin Sabit reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:

Whoever experiences a misfortune should remember my tests, for I have
been tested by the most biter misfortunes*. (Tabarani).

Abu Musa al-Ash'ari (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«If the child of a servant of God dies, Allah Most High asks His angels:

189



681

( ? ) IfV:: vor
(JO i(W cor
( A ) ipP:: Acr
( V ) HT'* err f <V '1(TT rp" c|0 ^ip—l!*"’ *C -Sr)''' rO «rfp Ca'*"’|(jl> »> '—xr<?

fP ip^c rjp if |nv *f
Itrv : if -feO if |if> pp^’ fc Sr TP

- r f r|p rvcr^ yĉ :->
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380 The Forty - Ninth Major Sin

Have you taken My servsnt's child? When they reply that they have, He
asks what his servant said». When they reply that he has praised Allah, to
Whom is the return, Allah says: «BuiId a house in the Garden for my
servant and call it the house of Praise». (Tirmidhi and Ibn Habban).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: The
only reward I have for My servant, of whom I took away the life of his
sincere and beloved person, yet he showed patience, is the Garden.
(Bukhari).

The prophet (SAW) also said: «One of the pleasures of the sons of Adam
is to convince with what Allah has decreed, and one of his displeasures is
to be angry with that».

’Umar ibn al-khattab reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: When
the Angel of Death takes away the soul of a believer, he lingers at the door. He
sees some of the people in the house crying out loudly, others beating their
cheeks, and others tearing their hair and wailing. So the Angel of Death says:
«Why all this wailing? Why all this outcry? By Allah, I have not shortened the
life of any of you nor deprived any of his provision, nor done any wrong to any
of you that you should be angry with me and complain against me. By Allah I
only carry out orders. If your wailing is for the dead, he will suffer for it. and if
it is against your Lord, you are unbelievers. And surely I will return again and
again until none of you remains. The prophet then remarked: By Allah in
Whose Hand is my soul! if they could see him standing there and could hear
what he says, they would forget about their dead and would weep for
themselves.

Chapter: On Condolence:
Abdullah bin Mas'oud (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as

saying: «The one who comforts an afflicted person will have a reward
equivalent to his. (Tirmidhi).

Abu Burdah reported that Allah's Messenger (SAW) said to (his daughter)
Fatimah: «The one who comforts a bereaved mother will be clothed in a
striped garment in the Garden*. (Abu Da'wood and Nisai).

Amru bin Hazm reported Allah Messenger (SAW) as saying: «No believer

190



i j i j U-UI o 381

L*® ! JU 4) 1 J j < jl L^lP 4)1 <utolp JJPJ
A

^

. ^i-̂ wo obj ^ L^J^ LJta ^1>- <^’ Lgo <1)1 joS ^ĵJl Ijj L J1 ^ >
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comforts his hrother in his affliction without Allah's clothing him in robes
of dignity on the Day of Resurrections (Ibn Majah).

We have to know that condolence helps to produce patience: and saying
words of comfort lightens the sorrow of the deceased, and this is a
commendable act and is included in Allah’s saying: «Cooperation with each
other for virtue and heedfulness.. (al-Maidah. 5:2). such cooperatim is best
represented by condolence.

Condolence is appropriate both before and after the burial. Shafi'i
followers say that it lasts for three days beginning with the time of decease. It
is expected that the sorrow will subside in three days time, and it would be
unwise to condole after three days, lest it should renew the sorrow.

Nawawi said that condolence should not be done after three days except in
two cases: either the bereaved or the one who condoles was away when the
burial took place and he returned after three days of the burial. Moreover,
condolence after the burial is preferable to pre- burial one because the relatives
of the deceased, before burial, are busy in preparations for it, and after the
burial they feel the pain of separation and need comforting.

To sit around in a group waiting to be visited by those who want to express
condolence is something undesirable. The expressions of condolence^ are
well-kenown from the Hadith of Usama bin Zaid, Usamah related that when one
of the daughter's of the prophet sent for him, telling that her son was dying, the
prophet told Usama to return to her and say: «To Allah belongs what He takes
and what He gives, and He has appointed a life-span for every-thing*. He
then asked Usama to Command her to be patient and hope for Allah's reward.

The meaning of the prophet's words. «To Allah belongs what he takes», is
that the whole world belongs to Allah and whatever you have is a trust from
Him. Therefore, when He takes anything from you, it was actually His. And
His saying: «and what He gives» means that whatever He gives you is not
beyond His creation, and He does with it whatever He wishes. «He has
appointed a life-span for everything" means that we should not lament when
someone dies, for his life-span was decreed by Allah and hence it could not
have been lengthened or shortened. If you know this all, show endurance and

* hope for Allah's reward.
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O Ĵ J J>~ <-AJ&XJJ L O—-oJl

^l£ 1^jjbuj <5 ji ^ AJL>-ta LŜ JI t ^5Lw<Jl *-30 ĵ Jb
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Mu'awiyah bin Ayas reported the following, on the authority of his father:
«The prophet enquired about a-companion of his whom he missed for
days. The people told the prophet that his son had died. The prophet visited
him and expressed condolence, and then he said: «0 such-and-such, would you
rather wish to have enjoyed his company in this life a little more, or wish to see
him tomorrow at a gate of the Garden, preceding you there to open it for you?
He replied: «0 Messenger of Allah, I would rather he went ahead of me to open
the gate of the Garden for me». The prophet then said: «That is how it is for
you». The other Companions asked him: «0 Messenger of Allah, is it for him
alone, or for the Muslims in general? He replied: For the Muslims in general.
(Ahmad, Nisai, and Ibn Habban).

some

Abu Musa al-Ash'ari (RAA) related that when the prophet (SAW) went ou
to the cemetry of Al-Baqi', he came upon a woman weeping at a grave. He
said: «0 maidservant of Allah, fear Allah and show endurance!». She replied:
«0 servant of Allah, had you been afflicted, you would have excused me». He
said again: «0 maidservant of Allah, fear Allah and show endurace!» She
retorted: O servant of Allah, I have heard enough from you, so leave me! At
that the prophet left her and went on his way. A Muslim who had observed this
scene came tho her and asked: What did that man say to you? she told him
what the prophet had said and what she had answered. The man then said: «Do
you know who he is?» she said: By Allah, no». He said: «Woe to you, that is
Allah's Messengers She then went to look for the prophet and, upon finding
him, said: «0 Messenger of Allah, I will show endurances The prophet
replied: «Endurance must be shown at the first shock. (Transmittd by Abu
Y'ala, with a shorter version transmitted by Bukari and Muslim).

The purport of the above tradition is that patience is beautiful only at the
time of the first shock, as the effect of a shock naturally fades as time passes.

It is reported in Muslim's Sahih that a son of Abu Talha, born to him from
Umm Sulaim, has died. Umm Sulaim asked the family not to tell Abu Talha
about the death of his son, and to leave that to her. Abu Talha came home, and
she served him dinner. After he had eaten and drank, she made up herself for
him as she had never done, and they had intercourse, when she saw that he
enjoyed it and was happy, she said: «Abu Talha, suppose some people
borrowed something from another family, and the other family asked for its
return; should they refuse it to them? He said: «No». His wife then said:
Listen, your son has died. Abu Talha got angry and said: «You waited to
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inform me about my son until I had made a fool of myself. By Allah, I would
have shown patience without this». After that he went to Allah's Messenger
and told him what had happened, and Allah's Messenger said: May Allah bless
both of you in the night you enjoyed». (Muslim).

386

The prophet (SAW) said: «Nothing better and more inclusive is given to
anyone than patience».

A wise man had written in a letter addressed to an afflicted friend: «If you
have suffered a heavy loss, do not let another thing he missed by you-and that
is the reward of showing endurances

Another wise man siad" «On the first day of affliction, the wise man does
what the ignorants do after five days». No doubt, the pain of loss fades as time
passes, and that is why the prophet (SAW) commanded patience at the time of
the first shock.

Imam Sahfi'i (RAA) heard about the death of a son of Abd-ar-Rahman bin
Mahdi, and that Abd-ar-Rahman was very sad for that. Shafi'i wrote to him
saying: «My brother, console your self with the same consolation you bid to
others, and hate of your self doing what you hate others for doing, and learn
that the worst misfortune is to lose pleasure and to be bereaved from a reward,
how, then, are they to be if combined with making a sin? And he added the
following two lines of verse.

I Console you though lam not sure
Of life, but it is a practise of faith.

Neither the consoler, nor the consoled will subsist
After the death of a friend, evenif they live for a while

A man wrote to a brother Muslim at the loss of the latter's son: «As long as
the son is living, he is a cause of trial and concern for his parents, and now that
he has gone ahead of them, he is a cause of blessing and mercy for them. So do
not grieve at the loss of trial and concern, and do not waste the opportunity for
Allah's blessing and merey.

Musa bin al-Mahdi said to Ibrahim bin Salamah consoling at the death of
his son: «He helped you as a-captive while he was an affliction and concern
and made you grieve while he was a prayer and a mercy».
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1 <û ŝ <Jl *XIP LJJ (̂ $ 1 4jJ-ŝ aJl ~UP jwJl
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A nother man said consoling a friend of his: The one who is a reward for
you in the Hereafter, is better than the one who was a cause of pleasure and
enjoymant in this world.

Abdullah bin 'Umar, after burying his son, laughed beside his grave.
People asked: «Why are you laughing by the grave?» He replied: «In order to
spite satan». Ibn Juraij said: Anyone who does not confront his affliction with
patience and faith, may as well go along as dumb animals go».

Aman came to Hasan al-Basri and complained to him of the grief at the
death of his son. Hasan asked whether his son occasionally used to go away
from home. He replied that it had happened quite often. Hasan said: «Then
think of him as having gone away from home. Truly, each time he went away
from you and you waited patiently, there was a great reward for you». The man
replied: «0 Hassan, you have eased the suffering which I felt on account of my
son».

When a son of Imam Shafi'i (RAA) died, the Imam recited the following
verse:

Such is the case of life, so have patience,

At the loss of wealth, or the separation from some beloved.

When Shafi'i was old, his foot had to be amputated because of a gangerous
sore. Yet he did not miss his scheduled nightly worship that night but merely
said: «We have experienced so much strain along our journey*. (al-Kahf.
18:62) And he said: «0 Allah, if you have sent an afflication, you have also
given health; and if you have taken away a limb, you have left other limbs and
organs, and if you have taken a son, you have kept other sons alive».

At that night, a blind man from the tribe of 'Abs came to visit Al-Walid
(the caliph). Walid asked him about the cause of his blindness. The man said: I
was the richest man of my tribe. One night, while we were asleep in our house
in the valley, it rained heavily and the valley flooded. The flood took away my
home, my family, and all my property except for a camel and a child. The
camel was excited and ran away. I heard the voice of my son and went toward
him, but by the time I reached him, the camel had trampled him to death. I
wanted to get hold of the camel, but it gave me a kick on the face and put out
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my sight. So, in no time, I lost my famliy, my property, my child, my camel,
and my eyes. Walid was extremely astonished and exclaimed: Take him to
Imam shafi'i so that he knows that there is someone who is more afflicted than
he is.

It is reported that when Uthman bin Affan was stabbed and his blood was
flowing from his face onto his beard, he said: There is no deity except You,
glory be to You! Surely, I am a wrong- doer. O Allah, I seek Your help against
them (the murderers), and I seek your help in all my affairs and ask You to give
me endurance to bear what has befallen me».

Madaini said: «1 met a woman in the desert with the most radiant and
beautiful face. I said to her: «By Allah, it is good and happy life that makes
you so she said: By Allah, it is the contrary, I have seen sorrows and
afflictions. Let me tell you my story: I had a hus band, with two sons from him,
On the Day of the Feast of sacrifice (Eid al-Adha), my husband slaughtered a
lamb while the children were playing about. The older son said to the younger:
«Do you want to see how our father slaughtered the lamb?» The younger one
said «Yes». Then the older boy slaughtered his brother with the knife, but
when he saw the blood, he ran away to the side of a mountain, crying and
wailing, and a wolf devoured him. The father went in search of the boy. and he
was lost in the desert and died of thirst. Consequently, I was left alone in this
world. Al-Madaini asked her then about her patience, to which she replied that
she and patience were comrades for a long time. But now, however, time has
healed the wounds».

Ibn Abbas (RAA) reported that he had heard the prophet (SAW) saying:
«1 f any member of my people (Ummah) has two children who went ahead
of him to the second world, Allah will admit him to the Garden on their
account». His wife fAishah asked him». What if it is only one child? He
said: «Even if it is one, you good enquirer. Aishah then asked: What about
the one who has no children who die before him? He said: «1 am the one
who dies befire my people, and they will never suffer any loss comparable
to the loss of me. (Tirmidhi).

Abu ’Abdullah bin Mas'oud (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as
saying: «If anyone is predeceased by three of his children who did not grow
enough to sin, they will be a strong protection for him against the Fire*.
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When Abu Darda-a said that he had been pre-deceased by two children,
he (Allah’s Messenger) told him that the same applied. U bayy bin ka’b,
the chief among the reciters of the Qur’an, said that he had been
pre-deceased by one only, and the prophet told him that the same applied.
(Tirmidhi ).

Waki' reported that I brahim 'Harbi had a ten-years old son who had
memorized the Qur'an and learned a great deal of jurisprudence and Hadith.
This child died, and I (Waki') came to condole with I brahim. He said to me:
«0 I brahim, you who are a great scholar say such a thing! And your son was a
memorizer of the Qur'an and he had knowledge of jurisprudence and Hadith,
and was such a good boy!» He replied: «Yes, listen! one night I dreamed that it
was the Day of Resurrection and a row of children were standing with jugs of
cold water, offering it to some people, and the day was very hot. I came
forward and asked one of the children to give some water to drink. Th e child
looked at me and said: «But you are not my father». I asked: «And who are
you?» He replied: «We are the children who died in Islam before our fathers.
We greet them and give them water to drink». I brahim then said: «Since that
dream, I have wished that my son would die. before me».

Abu Hurairah said that Abu Hassan, whose son had died and he was
grieved, asked him if he had heard anything from the prophet which might
comfort the Muslims regarding their dead. Abu Hurairah replied that he had,
for he had heard him say: «Their young ones roam freely in th Garden. One
of them meets his father or his parents, seizes him by his garment or by his
hand, and does not leave him until he brings him into the Garden».
(Muslim).

The Story of Malik Bin Dinar
Malik bin Dinar told the following story about himself, saying: I was a

man given to fun and enjoyment, and addicted to wine. I bought myself a slave
girl and was very happy with her, She gave birth to a beautiful girl whom I
loved dearly. I saw her creep, then crawl, and then walk. Now, whenever I sat
down for a drink, she would come and take the cup from my hands and throw
the wine on the ground.

When she was two years old, she died and left me grieving. It was the
night of the fifteenth of sha ban, and I fell asleep and drunk. I saw in my dream
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that it was the Day of Resurredion and I came out of my grave, but a huge sea
serpent was after me, trying to swallow me. I started to run but it was at my
heel, and the faster I ran, the faster it came. I passed by an old man, dressed in
clean garments but very weak. I called out to him: «0 sheikh, please save me
from this monster which wants to swallow me!» He said: «0 my son, I am very
old man and this monster is very powerful; I can not overcome it. Go further
perhaps someone else can help you».

I ran away, with the serpent following me. I passed by pits of blazing fire
and was about to fall into them, but someone said: «You are not their
inhabitants Then I turned about and ran toward a mountain, and the serpent
still after me. When I reached the mountain, I found that there were many gates
to it and each gate had guards. Then someone said: Let this wretched man in
before his enemy catches up with him».

The gates were opened and I saw children whose faces were shining like
stars, and among them was my little girl. She came down to me like a beam of
light and with her right hand hit the serpent, which then fled away from me.
Then my little girl sat down by me and said: «0 my father, Is it not high time
for the hearts of those who believe to submit to God's reminder and any
truth that has bean sent down?» (al-Hadid 57:16) I said: «0 my child, do
you know the Qur'an? She replied: «1 learned it from you». I then asked: O my
daughter, what do you do here? She said: «We are Muslim children who have
died, and we live here until the Day of Resurrection and wait for our parents».
I said to her: «What was the monster which was chasing me and wanted to kill
me? She said" «0 my father, that was your bad deeds, which you fortified and
they would kill you». Then I asked: «And who was that weak old man whom I
saw? She answered: That was your good deeds, which you weakened and they
have no power to defend you against your bad deeds. There fore, O my father,
do repent and turn toward Allah, and do not be among those who will perish».
Here the dream ended and I woke up. From that moment on, I repented of my
sins and turned to Allah.

Thus we see that when young children, male or femal, die, and their
parents show patience and control of their emotions, they become a means
of salvation for them in the Hereafter. Allah Most High has instructed us,
when He tests us with affliction, to say: «A11 praise is due to AlIahL truly
we belong to Him, and we are returning to Him*.
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Thauban (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «When
a servant of God is visited by an affliction, there will be two possibilities;
either Allah wishes to forgive a sin of his through this affliction, or He
wishes to raise his rank, a rank which can not be attained except through
such a test.

Sa'id bin Jubair said: This Ummah has been given something for the time
of trial which was not given to the prophets before them, which is to say:
Truly, we belong to Allah, and truly we are returning to Him». If it were to
have been given to any of the earlier prophets, it would have been given to
Yaqoub, whose cry of grief was, «Alas, my grief for you Yusuf ». [Yusuf :
12 - 84].

Umm Salamah (RAA) said that she heard Allah's Messenger (SAW)
sqying: «If, at the time of affliction, one says «truly, we belong to Allah,
and truly we are returning to Him. O Allah, reward me for this affliction
and give me something better than what I have lost in its stead», he shall
Jbe rewarded by Allah and shall be given something better than what was
lost? Umm Salamah then Continued: When Abu Salamah passed away, I
siad to myself: «Who can be better than Abu Salamah?, but Allah then
replaced him for me with Allah's Messenger»( 1 ). (Muslim).

Shuraih said: When some affiction befalls me, I praise four times, I praise
Him because it could have been worse than it actually was' I praise Him for
giving me patience to bear it; I praise Him for enabling me to have a reward in
the Here after; and I praise Him because it was not a test concerning my faith».

Allah Most High says Concerning the stead-fast people: «Those are the
ones upon whom are blessings from their Lord and mercy, and those are
the rightly- guided». [al-Baqarah: 2:157].

Commenting on this verse, Umar ibn al-Khattab said: Blessings and mercy
are two balanced favours from Allah and «right guidance» is additional favor».

However, if a person, Whether a man or a woman, becomes distraught at
an afflictions and starts to wail and lament , hits his or her cheeks, tears his or
her clothing or tears his or her hair, shaves his or her head, or something

(1 ) The prophet (SAW) married Umm Salamah after the death of her husband Abu Salamah.
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similar, Allah's curse and wrath are upon that person, All these actions are as if
one is hurling spears at Allah in a declaration of war upon Him-However, as
mentioned earlier, crying silenthy and feeling grief in the heart is quite natural.
I ndeed it is a sign of compassion and Allah does not punish for that. However,
a person is responsible for his tongue-that is to say, for wailing and
complaining. It was also mentioned earlier that when a female mourner cries
out: «o my supporter, O my helper, O my chief!» the deceased is asked by the
angels: «Are you her supporter, her helper, or her chief?».

398

Thus, wailing is forbidden, as it increases grief and removes patience , and
works against gracefully accepting the inevitable which comes from Allah
Most High.

A story:
Saleh Murri narrated the following story:
On a Friday night, I visited a grave yard and fell asleep. I dreamed that the

graves opened and the dead came out of them and sat in circles. From heaven,
Covered plates descended for them. But there was one gray-haired child who
was being punished. I went to him and said: «0 my dear boy, why are you the
only one being punished from among these people?» He replied: O saleh, by
Allah it is an obligation upon you to convey the message I give you and to have
pity on my state. It may be that Allah, the Almighty has made you a means of
my deliverence.

When I died, my mother gathered a group of professional wailing-women,
who wail and lament over me each day, and I am being punished because of
that. There is a fire in front of me, behind me. to the right of me, and to the left
of me because of my mother's lamentation. «Then he wept, and I too wept with
him. He then said: O Saleh, by Allah, please go to her», and he gave me the
address, «And tell her on my behalf»: Why are you tormentinq me o mother?
You brought me up, shielding me against all evil while I was alive, but since
my death, you have brought this torment on me by your wailing. O my mother,
there are chains around my neck and chains around my ankles, and the angels
question me and hit me. If only you saw me in this condition, you would have
pity on me. I f you do not stop your wailing and shrieking, I will call upon
Allah to judge between you and me on the Day when the sky will be torn apart
and people will be brought forth for judgement.
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I then woke up, very agitated, and went home, but I could not sleep until
morning. In the morning, I went into town and looked for the house of the
young child’s mother. I was directed to the house. When I came to it, I saw that
the door had been blackened and the sound of wailing was coming from the
house. When I knocked at the door, an old woman opened it and asked what I
wanted. I said that I wanted to see the mother of the child who had died. She
asked: «What do you want of her? she is in mourning» I said: Please, send her
to me, for I have a message from her son».

She went inside and told the mother. The mother came out in black with
her face darkened because of crying so much and because of hitting her cheeks.
She said: who are you? I replied: I am Saleh Murri. I spent part of the night in
the grave yard, and your son was suffering and told me to tell you on his
behalf : Omy mother, you brought me up, shielding me against all evils while I
was alive, but since my death you have brought this torment on me by your
wailing. If you do not stop this, I will call upon Allah to judge between you
and me on the Doy when the skies will be torn apart».

When she heard this from me, she fainted and fell to the ground. When she
came round, she wept bitterly and said: «0 my son, if I had known this, I would
not have done it. Irepent toward Allah Most high from this!? she went into the
house, sent away the wailing-women, changed her black clothes, and brought
me some money saying: O Saleh, give this money in charity on my son's
behalf .

I then left her house and distributed the money among the poor and the
needy. The following Friday night, I went back to the same spot in the
graveyard and slept. Again I saw in my dream the dead come out of the graves,
form circles, and covered dishes descend to them from Heaven. This time, I
saw the boy laughing and happy, and there was a dish for him as well. When he
saw me, he came forth and said: «0 saleh, may Allah reward you for what you
did for me. Allah has removed the punishment from me and this is because my
mother stopped what she was doing; and the money you spent in charity has
reached me». I then asked him: «What are these dishes?» He replied: «These
are the gifts which the living send for the dead in the form of charity and
supplications and the reading of the Qur'an. These gifts descend upon them
every Friday night, and it is said to them that this is a gift from such- and-
such. Please go back to my mother and give her my greetings, and tell her:
«May Allah give you the reward of what you did for me: Your charity on my
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402 The Forty - Ninth Major Sin

behalf has reached me, and you will be with me in a short while. Therefore,
please help me by being patient and giving charity on my behalf». After that I
woke up. Afew days later, I went to the house of the child's mother and found a
bier in front of the house. I asked: «Who has died?», and they told me: «The
child's mother». I took part in the funeral prayer for her, accompanied her to
her grave next to her son 's, made a supplication for both of them, and then
departed.

We pray to Allah to cause us to die as Muslims, and make us join the
righteous and protect us from the Fire. I ndeed, He is the Magnanimous, the
Generous, the Most Kind, and the Most Merciful.
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The Fiftieth Major Sin

Unjust Treatment
Allah Most High says:
«The way (to blame them) is open only against those who mistreat

(other people and behave out-regeously on earth without having any right
to do so». (al -shura. 42:42).

The prophet (SAW) said:
«Allah has revealed to me that you should be humble to one other to

the extent that no one should appropriate the right of another, nor boast
about himself to another». (Muslim).

«There is no sin more deserving of being punished by Allah in this
world as well as in the Hereafter then appropriating the rights of others
and breaking the ties of relationships (Ibn Majah).

Allah made the earth swallow Qarun (Korah) because he usurped the
rights of his people, as He has mentioned: Qarun belonged to Moses* folk,
and he acted unjusthy to them» up to: «Then We let the earth swallow him
up and his home. [al-Qasas. 28: 76 - 81].

Ibn al-Jawzi says: «Among Qarun's wrong-doings are the followings
1 - He bribed a prostitute to accuse Moses of committing adultery with

her. But when Moses made her take an oath to tell the truth she said that
Qarun had bribed her to accuse him while it was not the truth. (This is
Ibn Abbas's opinion).

2 - H e committed injustice by his ingratitude to Allah Almighty for his
wealth. (Dahhak's opinion).

3 - His Ungratefulness to Allah (Qatada's opinion).
4 - He lengthened his garment so that it trailed on the ground. (Ataa

Karasani opinion).
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406 The Fiftieth Major Sin

5 - He served as an informer to Pharaoh, who was aggressive to the
children of Israel and thus he did them wrong. (Mawardi's opinion).

The explandion of Allah’s saying: «We made the earth swallow up him as
well as his home» is the following: When Qarun incited the woman to accuse
Moses of adultery with her, and after she withdrew her accusation, Moses
asked Allah to punish Qarun. Allah revealed to Moses that He had subjected
the earth to him; Therefore he was to command it to do whatever he wished.
Thereupon Moses commanded, «0 earth, seize him!». At that, Qarun sank into
the ground to his ankles. When Qarun saw that he pleaded to Moses for mercy.
But Moses called out», O earth, seize him! «and Qarun sank up to his knees.
Moses continued commanding the earth to seize him Until he was swallowed up
Completely. Thereupon Allah revealed to Moses: O Moses, by My honour and
My Glory, if he had called upon Me, I would have saved him». Ibn Abbas said:
And so he sank into the interior of the earth». Samura bin Jundab said: «Every
day he sinks down one height of his. Muqatil said that when the children of
Israel saw this, they said: «Moses destroyed Qarun in order to grab- his wealth
and his home». Whereupon Allah caused the earth to swallow all his wealth
and his home after three days. «Then he had no company to help him against
Allah, nor was he among those who were victorious, [al- Qasas. 28:81].

We ask Allah to forgive us our sins, include us among those with whom he
is pleased, and forgive us all with our parents and all the Muslims; Amen.
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The Fifty- First Major Sin

Overbearing Conduct Toward the Weak, The Slave,
The Maidservant, The Wife And Animals.

Allah Most High has Commanded us to be gentle in our Conduct:

«Worship Allah (alone) and do not associate anyting with Him. Show
kindness to both (your) parents and with near relatives, orphans, the
needy, the neighbour who is related (to you) as well as the neighbour who
is a stranger and the Companion by your side and wayfarer, and anyone
else under your control. Allah does not love the one who is conceited and
boastful». [al- Nisa'a. 4:36].

Al- Wahidi, in explaining «Worship Allah and do not associate anything
with Him» refers to Mu'adh bin Jabal, who reported: «1 was riding behind the
prophet on a donkey with nothing between him and me except the rear part of
the saddle, when he said: «Do you know, Mu'adh what Allah has a right to
expect from His servants, and what His servants have a right to expect
from Him? I replied «AUah and His Messenger know best». He said:
«What Allah has a right to expect from His servants is that they have to
worship Him, not associating anything with him; and what the servants
have a right to expect from Allah is that He could not punish one who does
not associate anything with Him». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Ibn Mas'oud (RAA) said that an Arab from the desert came to the prophet
(SAW) and said: O prophet of Allah, give me some advice. The prophet said:
Do not associate anything with Allah, even if you are tom to pieces and burned
alive; and do not abandon performing prayer at its proper time, for that is an
obligation toward Allah; and do not drink wine, for it is the key to all evils».
(Bukhari and Muslim).

By His Command: «Show kindness to parents», Allah wants us to be
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410 The Fifty- First Major Sin

gentle with our parents, both in talking with them and in our daily treatment to
them, not replying to them in a sour tone, not looking at them with anger, not
raising our voices when speaking to them; serving them in health and sickness
with patience and humility, and fulfilling their demands.

Allah also commands us to show kindness and keep the ties of relationship
with near relatives, and to be generous and loving toward the orphans and the
needy. If a neighbour is a relative of ours, he has three rights upon us; that of a
neighbour, that of a relative, and that of a Muslim. As to the neighbour who is
a stranger, the following Hadith may be quoted: «Aishah reported the
prophet as saying: «Jibril continued emphasizing the rights of a neighbour
to me so much that I thought he would ask me to make him a heir». (Abu
Da'wood and Ibn Majah).

«The Companion by your side: «Has the rights of a neighbour as well as
that of a companion, while the way farer is the weak or needy person on the
road who may need physical or monetary help to reach his destination, whether
near or far. And those who are «under your control» refers to the bondsmen or
bondswomen (of earlier times, which nowadays may be interpreted as house
servants or hired helpers. Allah wants us to treat servants humanly, to feed
them with what we eat, to clothe them like us and to forgive them their
mistakes. «The one who is conceited and boastful» includes those who consider
themselves great and look down on people and deny them their rights. Allah's
Messenger (SAW) said: «Allah made the earth swallow up a man who
walked proudly and boastfully in his nice clothes, and he will sink in it,
with all his pomp until the Day of Resurrection*.

Usamah told thaot he heard Ibn Umar saying: I heard Allah's Messenger
(SAW) say: On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will not look at a person
who goes about trailing his garments on the ground out of arrogance.
(Bukhari and Muslim and Nisa'i).

During his last illness, just before he passed away, the prophet emphasized
observing prayer and the good treatment of slaves and servants, saying: Fear
Allah, fear Allah, with regard to your prayer and your slaves*. (Abu
Dawood).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) also said: «The one who treats his slave badly
will not enter the Garden*. (Abu Dawood).
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The Fifty- First Major Sin

Abu Mas'oud said: «1 was once beating my slave with a whip and I heard a
voice from behind me calling: «Know, Abu Mas’oud, that Allah has more
power over you than you have over this boy». I said to him: O Messenger
of Allah, I shall no more beat my slave!». In another version, he remarked:
«My whip fell from my hand due to awe of Allah’s Messengers In another
version, Abu Mas’oud said: He (the slave) is free for the sake of Allah»,
whereupon the prophet said: If you had not done so, the fire would have
scorched you on the Day of Resurrection. (Muslim).

412

Abdullah bin ’ Umar (RAA) reported Allah Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«If any one punished his slave for a wrong he had not done or slapped his
face, he should free him as an atomment».

Hakim bin Huzam reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Allah
will surely punish those who torment people in this world».

When the prophet was asked how many times we should forgive the
servant, he answered: Seventy times a day». (Tirmidhi and Abu Da’wood).

One day the prophet was angry with his servant because he was slow in
coming to him. He hand a Miswak (Tooth- Cleaning stick) in his hand. So he
said: If there were no punishment, I would hit you with this Miswak».
(Ahmad).

Abu Hurairah had a black slave girl, One day he reaised the whip to hit
her, but dropping it, he said to her: If there were no punishment, I would beat
you with this whip. But I would rather sell you to the one who pays your price!
You are free for the sake of Allah».

A woman came to the prophet and said: «0 Messenger of Allah, I
addressed my slavegirl as «fornicatress» The prophet asked: Did you see her
doing that? She replied: «No». The prophet said: She will benefit from you on
the Day of Resurrections The woman went back to her slavegirl and handing
her a whip, told her: «Whip me». The slavegirl refused to do this, so the
woman set her free. She returned to the prophet and told him that she had freed
the slave. The prophet then said: «Perhaps» meaning that perhaps freeing the
girl would stand for her sin of falsely accusing the slavegirl (Hakim).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «If anyone accuses his slave of
(misconduct), on the Day of Resurrection, the prescribed punishment will
be applied to him, unless the accusation is true*. (Bukhari and Muslim).
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The Fifty- First Major Sin414

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
right of the slave on his master is that he should be fed and clothed, and
should not be burdened beyond his capacity. (Muslim).

On his death bed, the prophet used to advise the Muslims, saying: Fear
Allah, fear Allah, with regard to your prayer and your slaves! Feed them
with what you eat, clothe them with what you clothe yourselves, do not
burden them with work which is beyond their capacity, and if you assign
hard work to them, help them in doing it, and beware of tormenting
Allah's creatures, for if he had wished, they would have been your
masters». (Tabarani and Tirmidhi).

A group of people came to visit Salman al- Farsi while he was the
governor of al- Madain, and found him kneading the dough for his family. They
asked him: Why do you not leave such work to your servant- girl? He replied: I
asked her to do another work, and I hate to ask her a second task». An earlier
scholar said: Do not hit the slave for any mistake, but keep that in mind for
him, so that if he was disobedient to Allah, hit him and remind him of the
mistakes towards you».

CHAPTER:
The worst wrongdoing to the slave or the slavegirl is to separate between

him and his child, or between him and his brother. That is because the prophet
is reported to have said: «If someone separates between a mother and her
child, Allah will separate between him and his beloved on the Day of
Resurrection». (Tirmidhi and Hakim).

Ali bin Abu Taleb (RAA) said: Allah's Messenger (SAW) gave me two
slave brothers, and I sold one of them. So the prophet commanded me:
Turn him back, turn him back (to his brother).

Treatment of Animals:
Abdullah ibn 'Umar (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:

«It is quite enough sin for a man to make someone whose food is in his
hands starve». (Muslim). This includes starving slaves or servants or
domestical animals.

Similarly, it is prohibited to hit animals in a severe manner or to imprison
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415
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The Fifty- First Major Sin

them without food, or to make them do more than their strength can bear. In
explaining the verse: «There is no animal on the earth, nor any bird flying
on its wings, which are not communities like yourselves*, [al- An’am.
6:38], it is said that, on the Day of Resurrection, there will be a time when
the wrongs done among animals, and between animals and people, will be
settled, even to the extent that a hornless sheep gored by a horned sheep
will have its retaliation. After that, it will be said to the animals: «Be
dust», and they will perish. There, the unbeliever will cry out: «If only I
were dust». [al- Naba 78:40].

416

If a human being hits an animal without a just cause or starves it or does
not supply water to it, or takes works from it beyond its endurance, he will be
punished for that on the Day of Resurrection.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «A
woman was punished because of a cat. She neither provided the cat with
food or drink nor set it free so that it might eat the rodents of the earth*.
(Muslim).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) described how he was shown a woman hanging
in the Fire, with her cat scratching her face and chest in retaliation for what she
had done to the cat in the world by starving it and not providing anything to
drink. (Bukhari) This applies to all other animals as well.

Similar is the case of a person who overburdens an animal. Abu Hurairah
reported Allah's Messenger as saying: While a person was driving a cow, he
rode over it and hit it. The cow said to him: «We have not been created for
this, but for farm work*. (Bukhari and Muslim). Allah gave this cow the
ability to speak in order to protest against being used for something other than
that for which it was created to inform people that there will be retaliation on
the Day of Judgement for using animals for purposes other than those for which
they were created, or for beating and tormenting them.

Abu Sulaiman al- Darani said: «Once while I was riding a donkey, I hit it
twice or three times. The donkey turned its head to me and said: «0 Abu
Sulaiman, there will be retaliation for this on the Day of Judgement; so you can
increase hitting or decrease it, as you wish*. Abu Sulaiman said: «1 shall never
hit an animal again.

Abdullah bin 'Umar passed by some young men of Quraish, who had tied
up a bird and were shooting arrows at it. Each arrow that missed its target
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418 The Fifty- First Major Sin

became the property of the owner of the bird. When they saw Ibn 'Umar
coming, they ran away. At that Ibn 'Umar said: «Who has done this? Allah has
cursed anyone who does this! Allah's Messenger invoked a curse upon the
person who makes a living thing a target». (Muslim).

Even as regards the permission to kill harmful animals such as scorpions,
snakes, rats, mad dogs, and so on, they should be killed in one blow without
causing unnecessary suffering. The matter of slaughtering an animal for food is
similar. Allah's Messenger said: «Allah has enjoined excellence in all things;
so when you kill anyting, kill it in an excellent manner, and when you
slaughter, slaughter in a good way. Sharpen your knife and slaughter the
animal as painlessly as possible. (Muslim and Abu Da'woodX.

Similarly, it is prohibited to burn any living creature with fire, in
accordance with the saying of the prophet: «1 had told you to burn such- and-
such, but now I tell you that punishing by fire is reserved only for Allah.
So, if you come across them both (that is such- and- such), cut off their
heads instead» (Bukhari).

Ibn Mas'oud reported: «We were on a journey with Allah's Messenger.
While he went away to relieve himself, we came upon the nest of a bird with
two young ones. Thereupon, we took her young ones from the nest and brought
them with us. The mother bird was hovering around us when the prophet
returned. Seeing this, he said: «Who has caused pain to this bird by taking
her baby- birds away from her? Return her baby- birds to her!» The prophet
(SAW) also noticed that we had burned an ant hill. After he had asked who did
that, he said: «No one is entitled to punish any creature by fire except its
Lord». (Abu Dawood). This Hadith implies an absolute prohibition to burn
any living creature, even lice or insects.

CHAPTER: Not Killing An Animal Uselessly:

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «The bird which is killed
uselessly will complain noisily to its Lord on the Day of Resurrection,
saying: O Lord, ask this man why he killed me in vain and did not kill me
for some benefit». (Ibn Habban and Nisai).

It is also detestable to hunt birds in the time of hatching or to slaughter an
animal in front of its mother. Ibrahim Adham reported that a man slaughtered a
calf in front of its mother, and Allah punished him by paralysing his hand.

209



60Z

cipf*rP *0 • c i r r v *> •

rrr* **C r-^> oq- *pr« np^i r *0 r|“«^r̂ | <V"yT> * (~|fvcT'~T’ r |̂° |pf|rP |̂-<r«T

( o ) |(^-*^o ip^*1 T^C rfyCC «"p <Y ^ 15.,^c rrfT>’ prp *** Cr̂ /r̂ iqv|j|£
ppfr - *Y|p ipnry0: rr|° |-<rwT f '•—p* ^ip—\ f ^‘

O ) CC \0 r—p̂ flpPyP f*"’ -c^ r^y rO -c\-r-̂ > ^T|C <C \f ^ ^"*lP •

(JO r<“1 « ipfirr rV? ir̂ rf-r’ irp r̂> •

( x ) rri° •—p1 rpr*r riprn^ rî ^ 1̂ ^ c<rr)

io> *r*y
( orri° 1^ rmf * •

er^1 5T| «*"*

flP I''? 5T| 3 r^Tp |(^ gg£ f > ^rrpff p<poo

if; i (f ’ ?ic ?i?rr^n )) ( 0 )
'

np: «iP s~^ P^f \ ?^p rncri nmr’ He tnr ^ P
r5rnm /; nmr ,n r^ C ir^

'^n ic r^p ippHf
i^rj*1 rpn” rp^

((|c| enpr^ if?ry>’ |̂c| c^r4'
jip^ rip^r1^ r^ro r ( p r r̂ r > ep, p cr^v > ^ nqpno p^~p

: \o pprfN He 51C ifO |pr^ T^p0

<f3» ( x >
* ripP^ 5iP~^ r*i ip

!*f *TP ic r^p inv ^ np:

-̂ «n> ^ rp^’ nr^i riri I^1 ^p1’ nnp : ^ «*P «TI ^ up
» * >
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420 The Fifty- First Major Sin

CHAPTER: The Excellence Of Emancipation:

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «If
anyone emancipates a believing neck (Muslim slave), Allah will set free
from Hella member of his body for every member of the slave's, even his
private parts for his?. (Bukhari).

Abu Umamah (RAA) reported the prophet (SAW) as saying: «If a Muslim
emancipates a Muslim slave, that will be his ranson from the Fire and
Allah will set free from Hell a member of his body for every member of the
slave's, and if any Muslim emancipates two Muslim slave- women, that will
be his ransom from the Fire and Allah will set free from Hell a member of
his body for every two members of theirs; and if a Muslim woman
emancipates a Muslim slave- women, that will be her ransom from the Fire
and Allah will set free from Hell a member of her body for every member
of the slave- woman. (Tirmidhi a sound tradition).

O Allah make us among your party; among those who will achieve
felicity, and among your pious servants.
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The Fifty Second Major Sin

Offending The Neighbour

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «By
Allah, he does not believe!» When asked, who is he, O Messenger of Allah,
he replied: «The one whose neighbour is not safe from his mischief».
(Bukhari and Muslim). In another version he is reported to have said:
«The one whose neighbour is not safe from his mischief will not enter the
Garden». (Muslim).

When the prophet was asked about the greatest sin in the sight of Allah, he
replied: «That you should treat anything as equal to Allah while He created
you; That your should kill your child out of fear that he might eat along
with you; and that you should Commit adultery with your neighbour’s
wife». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
one who believes in Allah and the Last Day does not do harm to his
neighbours (Muslim).

Neighbours are three types; a relative Muslim neighbour who has three
fold rights on you, that of being a neighbour, that of being a Muslim, and that
of being a relative; and a Muslim neighbour who has two fold rights; and a
non- Muslim neighbour who has the right of neighbour hood only.

One of the neighbours of Ibn 'Umar was a jew. And Ibn 'Umar used to send
a piece of meat to his jewish neighbour whenever he slaughtered a lamb.
(Tirmidhi and Abu Dawood).

It was also reported that the poor neighbour would attatch himself to the
wealthy neighbour on the Day of Resurrection, saying: O Lord, ask this why he
refused to help me and closed his door for me.

A man came to the prophet and asked him: O Messenger of Allah, guide
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424 The Fifty Second Major Sin

me to do something that enables me to enter the Garden. The prophet said: «Be
good to others». He asked: «How will I know that I am being good to others?
The prophet replied: «Ask your neighbours. If they say that you are good to
others, you are good, and if they say that you are bad to others, your are bad.
(Baihaqi).

It may be mentioned in this regard that to bear patiently any harm caused
by neighbours is part of being good to them. The prophet (SAW) said: «If a
person shuts his door against his neighbour for fear of doing harm to his
family and property, he is not a believer*. (Kharaiti in Makarem al-
Akhlaq ).

Al- Miqdad bin al- Aswad reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as
saying: «It is less of a sin for a man to commit adultery with ten women
than to commit it with his neighbour's wife, and it is less of a crime for a
man to steal from ten houses than to steal from his neighbour's house».
(Ahmad and Tabarani ).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) said: «A man came to the prophet, complaining
against his neighbour. The prophet asked him to go back and have
patience. The man came back to the prophet two or three times with the
same complaint. The prophet finally said: «Go and put your household
goods into the street. Passers by began to ask him about it, and he told
them about his neighbour's behaviour. The people then began to curse his
neighbour and call upon him. When the neighbour heard this, he came
and aplogized, saying: «Please, brother, Go back into your house. You will
never again experience bad treatment from me*. (Abu Dawood).

Sahl bin 'Abdullah al- Tustari had a non- Muslim neighbour. The runoff
from the neighbour’s toilet, which contained faecel matter and urine, flowed
into Sahl 's house. Sahl used to collect this filthy water in a container, and late
at night he would go and throw it away while no one was abserving that. Sahl
went on with this practice for a long time, until he was on his deathbed. Then
he called his Magian neighbour and told him to come to his house. The
neighbour saw the filthy water flowing from his house to Sahl's house. Sahl
said: For a long time I have been collecting it by day and disposing of it by
night. Now I am dying, and lam afraid of making your fault known to
whomever occupies my house after me. That is why I have told you about it».
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426 The Fifty Second Major Sin

The Magion then said: O Sheikh, you have been so considerate of me all this
time, and yet I have remained an unbeliever! Please, stretch out your hand. I
here testify that there is no deity except Allah and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah». After a little while, Sahl died, may Allah have mercy on
him.

We ask Allah to guide us to the best of behaviour, for He is the
Magnanimous, the Generous, the Gentle, and the most Merciful!.
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The Fifty Third Major Sin

Offending And Abusing Muslims

Allah Most High Says:

«Those who harm believeing men and believing women without their
having deserved it, bear the guilt of slander and clear offence». [al- Ahzab.
33:58].

«You who believe, do not let one (set of) people make fun of another
set; perhaps they are better than they are. Nor let women make fun of
other women who may be better than they are. Nor should you criticize
one another, nor insult one another by using nicknames; it is bad to use a
dirty name instead of one you can believe in. Those who do not repent are
wrongdoers, you who believe, refrain from conjecturing too much; even a
little suspicion forms a vice. Do not spy on one another, nor let any of you
backbite others...». [al- Hujurat. 49: 11- 12].

'Aishah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The worst
person in the sight of Allah on the Day of Resurrection is the one whom
people shun or desert, seeking protection from his obscenity». (Bukhari).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «A11
belongings of a Muslim are sacred to his brother Muslim, his life, his
property, and his honour (Muslim). «A Muslim is the brother of a Muslim.
He does not do him wrong or humiliate him or look down upon him».
(Muslim).

Ibn Mas'oud (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «A
busing a Muslim is viciousness, and fighting against him is unbelief*.
(Muslim).

Abu Hurairah said: «The prophet was told that a certain woman prays
during the night, fasts during the day time, but she offends her neighbours with
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430 The Fifty Third Major Sin

her bitter tongue». The prophet said: «There is no good in her, and she will
be in the Fire». (Hakim).

The prophet (SAW) said: «Mention the advantages of your dead ones
and refrain from mentioning their disadvantages*. (Hakim).

He also said: «If anyone ascribed unbelief to a Muslim or addressed
him as «enemy of Allah», while he is not so' what he has ascribed to him
will apply to the accuser». (Bakhari and Muslim).

Anas reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: On my Night
Journey, I passed by people who had fingernails of copper with which they
were scratching their faces and chests. I asked: «Who are they, O Jibril?»
Jibril replied: «These are the people who eat other people's flesh by
slandering their honour». (Abu Dawood).

CHAPTER:
Muslims:

Warning Against Inciting Enmity Among

Allah's Messenger said: «Satan has despaired of being worshipped by
people in the Arabian peninsula; however, he remained hopeful of inciting
mutual enmity among them». Therefore, anyone who incites enmity between
any two children of Adam, and causes one of them to inflict pain on the other,
is a false tale- bearer, is among the worst of men, and is a follower of Satan.

The prophet (SAW) once asked: «Shall I inform you who the vicious
ones among you are? The listeners said: «Yes, Messenger of Allah» He
said: «The vicious ones among you are those who go around carrying tales,
sowing hatred among friends, and creating troubles where there is none*.
(Ahmad).

The prophet (SAW) said: The tale- bearer will not enter the Garden*.
(Bukhari and Muslim) And a tale- bearer is the person who conveys talk from
one to another without there being any benefit or public interest served by such
a report.

It is also prohibited to incite animals such as bulls, birds, dogs, and
raosters, to fight. The prophet has forbidden this, and anyone who engages in it
is a sinner against Allah and His Messenger. Moreover, it is forbidden to sow
discord between a wife and her husband, and between a servant and his master.
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432 The Fifty Third Major Sin

Allah's Messenger said: «The one who incites a woman against her husband
or a slave against his master is cursed». (Abu Dawood). And we ask Allah
protection from such deeds!.

CHAPTER: Encouragement To Make Peace Among People:
Allah Most High says:
«There is no good in much of their secret conferences, apart from the

one who calls for charity, decency or reconciliation among people. We
shall give a great reward to anyone who does that in pursuit of Allah’s
approvals [al- Nisa'a. 4:114].

In explaining the meaning of this verse, Mujahid says: «This verse has a
general application to all people. There is no good in their secret meetings and
their chattering uselessly, except when they talk about charity and
reconciliation.

Ibn Abbas says that the acts of kindness mentioned here are well- known
end every one understands them. As to reconciliation among people», we may
mention a Hadith. Allah Messenger said to Abu Ayyub al- Ansari: «Shall I
guide you to a charitable deed which is better for you than red Camels?».
He replied: Yes, Messenger of Allah». The prophet said: «Reconciliate among
people when they quarrel and bring them together when they part».
(Bazzar and Tabarani).

Umm Habibah reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Everything
Ibn Adam says will be counted against him and not for him, excepting
words spoken to enjoin what is good or to forbid what is evil, or in
remembering Allah. (Ibn Majah and Tirmidhi).

Someone said to Sufyan al- Thawri: «How harsh this tradition is!». But
Sufyan answered: «Have you not heard Allah Most High says: «There is no
good in much of their secret conferences, apart from the one who calls for
charity and decency». [al - Nisa’a. 4:14]? This Hadith says exactly what the
verse says».

The prophet (SAW) says: «The liar is not the one who tries to
reconciliate among people and speaks good or conveys good (feelings).

Umm Kulthum (RAA) said that she did not hear the prophet permitting
anything except in three situations: in battle; in making peace among people;
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434 The Fifty Third Major Sin

and in what a husband says to his wife or what a wife says to her husband.
(Muslim).

Abu Hurairah reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «No deed is better
than walking toward (the place) of prayer, making peace among people,
and bringing about a lawful aliance among the Muslims. (A'sbahani).

Allah's Messenger said: «When someone reconciliates between two
people, Allah sets his affair in order, and, for every word he has spoken,
Allah will give him a reward and will forgive him his past sins».
(A'sbahani).

O Allah, treat us gently and forgive us our sins!.
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The Fifty- Fourth Major Sin

Offending People And Having An Arrogant
Attitude Toward Them

Allah Most High says:

«Those who harm believing men and believing women without their
having deserved it, bear the guilt of slander and clear offence, [al - Ahzab.
33:58].

«Lower your (protecting) wing over any believers who may follow
you». [al- Shu’ara. 26:215].

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Allah Most High says: «If anyone takes an arrogant attitude toward a
friend of Mine, I shall launch a war against him in which I will take care of
that friend». (Bukhari).

It is reported that Abu Sufyan passed by Salman, Suhaib and Bilal, and
they said: The swords of Allah have not got their due from the enemy of Allah»
meaning that Abu Sufyan, who was at that time an enemy of the prophet and I
slam, was still alive). Abu Bakr remarked: «Do you say this to a sheikh of
Quraish and their leader? He then went to the prophet and told him about this,
and the prophet said to Abu Bakr: «0 Abu Bakr, perhaps you have angered
them, and if you have done so, you have made your Lord angry». Abu Bakr
then went to them and asked: O my dear brothers, have I made you angry? They
replied: «No, may Allah forgive you, dear brother». (Muslim).

Allah Most High says:
«Make your soul content with those who appeal to their Lord in the

morning and evening, seeking His Countenances [al- Kahf. 18:28].

This verse was revealed in honour of the poor and lowly people of Makkah
who firstly believed in the prophet. In fact it has been the case with all the
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438 The Fifty- Fourth Major Sin

Messengers of Allah that their first followers were from among the poor.
Allah's Messenger used to sit with his Companions, many of them being poor,
such as Suhaib, Bilal, and ' Ammar bin Yasir. The noble men of Quraish came
to the prophet and said: O Muhammad, you have surrounded yourself with riff-
raff, whose company we can never keep. If you rid yourself of them, we will
believe in you. You will then have the most honourable people among your
followers». Thereupon Allah Most High revealed:

«Do not drive away those who appeal to their Lord in the morning and
evening, seeking His countenances [al - An'am. 6:52].

When the idolaters (noble men of Makkah) saw that the prophet would not
abandon his poor Companions, they said to him« «0 Muhammad, if you do not
get rid of them, at least appoint one day for them and one day for us». Allah
Most High revealed:

«Make your soul content with those who appeal to their Lord in the
morning and evening, seeking His countenance, and do not let your eyes
wander too far from them, desiring the attraction of worldly life... Say:
Truth comes from your Lord. Then whoever wants, let him believe, and
whoever wants, let him disbelieves [al- Kahf. 18- 28:29].

Thereupon Allah set forth a parable of two men (al- Kahf. 18:32) and a
parable of worldly life (al- Kahf. 18:45). Consequently the prophet used to
honour the poor and had agreat regard for them.

When the prophet (SAW) migrated from Makkah to Madinah, the poor
Companions of his also migrated with him and settled alongside the mosque.
Those poor Muslims who flocked to Madinah used to sit on abench near the
prophet's house, hoping to be fed. They were called Ashab as- Suffa (people of
the bench). They witnessed what Allah had prepared for His followers of good
reward.

Allah Most High addressed His Messenger (SAW) about them saying: «Do
not drive away those who appeal to their Lord in the morning and
evening*, [al- An'am. 6:52]. Do not drive away those who are asking Allah
from His bounty. Poverty is to be understood from two aspects; general and
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The Sixty- Fourth Major Sin440

special, the general one is the need to Allah Most High and that is the trait of
every creature, whether he is a believer or not; this fact is verified by Allah's
saying: «Mankind, It is you that have need to Allah* [Fatir- 35:15].

O Allah, let us experience the sweetness of private consultation with you;
make whatever you have made easy to the people of thy love easy for us;
forgive us, our parents and, Muslims, our sins.
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The Fifty- Fifth Major Sin

Trailing One's Garment In Pride

Allah Most High says:

«Do not walk brashly around the earth, Allah does not love every
swaggering boaster». [Luqman. 31;18]-

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Everything of the garment that goes below the ankles is in the Fire».
(Bukhari).

«Allah will not look at the one who trails his lower garment out of
pride. (Bukhari, Muslim, and Malik).

«On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will not look at three (types of)
people: One who trails his garment (out of pride); one who recounts his
favours to others in public; and one who sells his merchandise backed with
false oaths. (Bukhari and Muslim; reported by Abu Dhar).

«While a man was walking in pride, wearing fine clothes and
admiring himself, Allah made him sink into the earth, where he will be
tossed about until the Day of Resurrection». (Muslim).

«The garment of a believer should go half way down his shins, and
there is no problem between that and the ankles; while what comes lower
than the ankles is in the Fire. (Abu Dawood, Nisa'i, and Ibn Majah).

This prohibition against trailing the lower garments in pride applies to any
type of clothing such as as trousers, a cloak, jubbah, qiba, and so on. However
if the garment hangs down because of something other than pride, there is no
harm in it.
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The Fifty- Fifth Major Sin

When Abu Bakr (RAA) heard the prophet (SAW) say: On the Day of
Resurrection, Allah will not look at the one who trails his lower garment out of
pride», he said: O Messenger of Allah, my lower garment hangs down unless I
keep paying attention to it». Allah Messenger replied: «You are one of those
who do it out of pride». (Bukhari).
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p o^p ^ : (( jcsr^ e^f î )) ' p*̂ -<p* fTlP : n \?,31~~' er^flp ' fTlP f>

P<5“0 jr̂ |fl> cr> f|p ! ^ Kl^0 ’ flP

irn^’

pi>

rip up' ippf> '

r <BTf| <rp i^r-f r|pTr-^ ppirp ^ipp-9

-rpv p^p f~n> ^"f-C ipp*-^’ p po I '̂ TT ipp*~^ f^" «° \ pnr » ( A )
'

Tpp r̂p> iprp;o P|pp<;^ : (( jfpo Ipf^ ip" nf > ’ rR
»r^ r** |«v ir> ^
irn^))( v )

' rf^p « i <"np \ K - \C f \nr*°
rflP Ip^s riP̂ .^ : «̂ f '^ f*1 ’^ f It?’ IP

ifnp» ( i )
'

, ?̂ v
?rj•» -

SPP



The Fifty- Sixth Major Sin

Wearing Silk And Gold By Men

'Umar ibn al- Khattab (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW)as
saying: «He who wears silk in this world will not wear it in the Hereafter».
(Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmidhi, and Nisa’i).

Ali bin Abu Taleb (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Silk and gold are prohibited to the males of my folk (Umamah, Abu
Dawood and Nisa’i).

Hudhaifa bin Yaman said: «Allah's Messenger forbade us to eat or drink
from a vessel of silver or gold, or to wear or sit on silk and brocade». (Bukhari
and Muslim).

Wearing silk, however, is permissible for men if they are suffering from
some skin disease such as an itch or scabies, or for wariors facing the enemy in
a battle (that is, to impress the enemy). But the wearing of silk (by males) for
beautification is prohibited; This is the consensus of all the Muslims. This
prohbition applies whether the garment is a shirt, a shawl, a cloak, or any other
thing, if it is made primarily of silk.

Similarly, the wearing of gold is prohibited to Muslim males, whether it
be a gold ring, a gold chain, or gold in the belt or even on the scabbard of a
sword.

Ibn Abbas (RAA) reported that when the prophet (SAW) saw a gold
signet- ring upon a man's hand, he pulled it off and threw it away saying: «1
see) that the one of you takes a piece of coal fire and puts it upon his hand.
(Muslim).

Similarly, the wearing of clothing embroidered with gold thread or
embellished with brocade is prohibited for men. On the other had, scholars
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4J2J Jj>-Ol M & J

^LjjJlJ jpj c L$-S3 Olj c <U^? AJIJ <LuI <̂ ->J ĴLJ
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448 The Fifty - Sixth Major Sin

have differed concerning the permissibitity or prohibition of gold and silk for
small boys, some allowing it, while others have included boys within the
general prohibition for Muslim males.

We ask Allah's guidance toward what he likes; indeed he is the
Magnanimous and the Generous.
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The Fifty- Seventh Major Sin

Slave's Running Away

Jarir (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «If a slave
runs away, his prayer will not be accepted». (Muslim),

Jarir also reported him as saying: «Any slave who runs away has no
obligation upon his (master). (Muslim).

Jarir bin 'Abdullah reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: There
are three (types of) people whose prayers are not accepted and whose good
deeds are not raised up to Heaven: A runaway slave, until he returns to his
master and puts his hand in his; A woman whose husband is angry with
her, until he becomes pleased with her; and a drunk, until he becomes
sober. (Ibn Habban and Baihaqi).

Fudalah bin 'Ubaid reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: There
are three (types of) people to whom Allah will not show mercy: A man who
separated from the community and disobeyed his commander; a runaway
slave who died disobedient; and a woman whose husband provided her
with what is sufficient to her while he is absent, although she made up and
showed a dazzling display after his departure i-e she displayed her beauty
like those of pre- Islamic times who lived in the period between the time of
Jesus and that of Muhammad (SAW) (Thus Wahidi transmitted this
Tradition).
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The Fifty- Eighth Major Sin

Slaughtering An Animal Dedicated To Anyone
Other Than Allah

Before slanghtering an animal for food, a Muslim says: «Bismillah» (In
the name of God). If someone says that he slaughters the animal in the name of
Satan or a pagan deity or a prophet or saint or any human being, or pronounces
the name of anyone other than Allah over it at the time of slaughter, it is a
major sin.

Allah Most High says:
«Do not eat anything overwhich Allah's name has not been mentioned;

it is so immoral! The devils inspire their adherents to argue with you, if
you (all) obeyed them, you would become associators (those who associate
others with Allah), [al- An'am. 6:121].

Acoording to various interpretations, what is meant here are those animals
which die on their own (without being slaughtered by cutting the throat) as
well as those which are mentioned in the verse!.

«... The strangled, the dead through beating, the dead through falling from
a height, and that which has been killed by (the goring of) horns, and that
which has been devoured by wild beasts, except that which you make
permissible (by cutting the throat) and that which has been slaughtered on the
stone (altars of idols) [al- Maidah. 5:3 - 4].

«If you (all) abeyed them, you would become associators». [al- An’am.
6:121]. Concerning this Zajjaj says: «Here is a proof that if anyone proclaims
what is forbidden by Allah to be permissible or vice- versa, he is an associator
(that is he is ascribing the making of a thing permissible or forbidden to
someone other than Allah, and that means association with Allah).

The question (related to this point) is not about the rule concerning the
meat of an animal slaughtered by a Muslim who forgot to mention Allah's
name while slaughtering it. The consensus of scholars is that the words, «That
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The Fifty- Eighth Major Sin

over which Allah's name has not been mentioned» refer to those animals which
are classified as «The dead», not those upon which the Muslim only forgot to
mention the name of Allah. Many Hadiths of the prophet clarify this point:

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported that a man asked Allah's Messenger (SAW):
What if a person among us slaughters an animal and forgets to mention Allah’s
name? The prophet replied: «AIlah's name is in the mouth of every Muslim».
(meaning that the Muslim lives with the constant mention of Allah's name on
his tongue, and even if he forgets to pronounce that at the time of slaughter, it
is present in his consciousness all the time». (Tabarani).

Ibn Abbas reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «It is enough to
mention Allah's name (over the meat at the time of eating). If someone
forgot to mention Allah's name, while slaughtering, then take the meat
after pronouncing Allah's name. (Darqutni).

Aishah (RAA) reported that a group of people said to the prophet:
«Messenger of Allah, people bring us meat and we do not know whether they
have slaughtered the animal by mentioning Allah's name or not». Allah
Messenger said: «Mention Allah's name and eat». (Bukhari and Malik).
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. l^.lg- 41)1 JI ^JJ j
_jXJl i>s-jjJl <J jlj>tX«-l ^5 N L 4X*oJl

JL- I J1S 4lP 41) 1 ~ajij* <
_
5i' {jt' o^b— jj «,a'.A JJ \ L> j~>- I Jij

^ J '̂ °i'j' : <J^ iHI J^rj

.^jJL-. JS ,*i JLP 41)1 ^1 » ^

&' JJ
t* o - > z *

V j ^ 4j|> : «Jy Iĝ j i
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The Fifty- Ninth Major Sin
Knowingly Ascribing One's Paternity to A father

other Than One's own
Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «If a

person knowingly ascribes himself to a father other than his real father,
the Garden will be prohibited to him». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Do
not deny your fathers; anyone who denies the paternity of his father is an
unbelievers (Bukhari). He also said: «Allah,s curse is upon a person who
ascribes himself to a father other than his real fathers (Bukhari).

Abu Dhar reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «Any person who
knowingly claims someone other than his real father as a father to him has
committed unbelief; and the one who lays claim to anything which does
not belong to him is not of us, and he will take his place in the Fire; and if
someone accuses another of unbelief or calls him the enemy of Allah, while
the other was not so, the accusation will apply to hims (Muslim).

We ask Allah for His forgiveness and guidance to what may please Him!.
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The Sixtieth Major Sin

Arguing and Disputing Violently

Allah Most High says:

«There is a certain person whose talk about worldly life intrigues you.
He calls Allah to witness whatever is in his heart, while he is extremely
violent in quarreling. Whenever he holds the upper hand, he rushes
around the earth ruining it. He destroys (people’s) crops and breeding
stock even though Allah does not like ruination*, [al- Baqarah. 2: 204 -
205].

The talk which is generally condemned is quarreling, arguing, and
litigation.

Al- Ghazali, «The proof of Islam», explains: «Quarreling in talk means to
make cutting remarks about your opponent, to put down what he says, to show
contempt for his intelligence, and to express your superiority over him.
Arguing consists of expounding on the differences in schools of thought and
religions, and litigation is to argue a case for the sake of obtaining (the client's)
money. Alitigation can either be on behalf of the plaintiff or can be for the
defence*.

Nawawi says: «Arguing may be either for a right cause and hence it is
good, or for a falsehood and hence it is bad».

Allah Most High says:

«Do not argue with the people of the Book unless it is in the politest
manner*, [al- Ankabut. 29:46].

«And discuss (Things) with them in the politest manner*, [al- Nahl.
16:125].

«Only those who disbelieve will argue about Allah's signs*, [al-
Mumin. 40:4].

Nawawi continues his explanation saying: «If arguing is done in support

of the truth and its determination, it is praiseworthly, but if it is against the
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460 The Sixtieth Major Sin

truth or if it is disputing with no solid basis of knowledge; it is blameworthly.
And if one keeps this distinction in mind, the texts of the Qur'an which permit
it and the other texts which condemn it can be understood.

A scholar said: «1 have not seen anything more harmful to religion and to
the sense of honour than dispute».

If it is said that sometimes a person has to enter into a litigation to secure
his rights, we reply as Imam al- Ghazali replied: «Know that litigation is
blameworthy if it is in support of a false claim or if it is done without sound
knowledge. An example of such a practise is that which is done by a lawyer or
advocate, who takes a case without knowing the truth or takes a side without
knowing whether it is right or wrong».

Litigation becomes blameworthy, even if it is for securing one's rights, if
the claimant goes beyond his right and becomes violent or exaggerates his
claim or embellishes it with lies. Similarly, if one party says something which
hurts the feelings of his adversary, whereas it was not necessary for securing
his rights, or if it is said to ruin his adversary, it is condemnable.

However, if the oppressed person supports his case within the limits of the
Divine Law (Shari'ah) without resorting to hurtful remarks or excessive
claims, his actions are not forbidden. But it is preferable that his grievance be
settled out of court without mutual recrimination, for once a person's tongue is
loosened in dispute, it is quite likely that passions will be aroused and words
spoken which may cause permanent enmity between the adversaries.

Ibn Abbas (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «It is
quite enough sin for a person to remain adversarys (Tirmidhi).

Ali bin Abu Taleb (RAA) is reported to have said: «Dispute brings about
destructions

Abu Umamah (RAA) reported Allah Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Anation does not go astray after being on the right guidance until they
start argumentations (Tirmidhi and Ibn Dunya).

Ibn 'Umar (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Iam
afraid that a slip of the tongue of a scholar and the arguments of a
hypocrite concerning the Qur’an and the world will cause you to strike at
each other's necks». (al- Mussanif).

Abu Hurairah reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «Quarreling about
the Qur’an constitute disbeliefs (Abu Dawood).
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U : wl^>Jli ŷ >- iajwiJl jLJ^AJ JUN ; cJii jU

s^l̂ “" y^ LoJ ~li" Lw<Jl ^JJl L) i ^*
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The Sixtieth Major Sin462

CHAPTER:
To speak affectedly by pronouncing the words in an extra- careful manner,

or to speak in rhymed prose in order to show off one's eloquence, is
disapproved. One should convey the meaning to the listeners in astraight-
forward manner without embellishing one's speech.

Abdullah bin Amru bin al- 'As (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW)
as saying: «Allah hates the speaker among men who rolls his tongue as the
cow does». (Tirmidhi).

Jabir reported Allah’s Messenger as saying: «Those of you who will be
dearest to me on the Day of Resurrection are those with the best
characters, and those of you who will be most hateful are those with the
evil characters; those who talk mush and are loud- mouthed and
talkative». People asked: «Messenger of Allah, we know what is meant by
those who talk mush and are loud- mouthed, but what is meant by talkative?»

He replied that they were the proud (whose talkativeness was for the sake of
showing- off ». (Tirmidhi).
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The Sixty- First Major Sin

Withholding Excess Water

Allah Most High says:

«Say: Have you considered who, if your water should sink into the
ground, will bring you any water from a spring?» [al- Mulk. 67:30].

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
Excess water should not be withheld, thereby hindering the growth of
pasture». (Muslim).

Allah's Messenger said: «If someone withholds his excess water or his
excess pasture, Allah will withhold His grace from him on the Day of
Resurrection». (Ahmad).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) also said: On the Day of Resurrection, Allah
will neither speak to nor look at nor purify three (types of) people, and
there is a painful punishment for them; a man who, in spite of having
excess water in his house, denies it to a passerby (who asks for it); a man
who takes a pledge of loyalty to the leader only for the sake of some
worldly gain- if the leader gives him something, he is loyal to him, but
otherwise he is disloyal to him; and a man who sells a commodity to an
other person by swearing by Allah that he purchased it for such- and such
a- price, thus convincing him, whereas it was not actually the case».
(Bakhari and Muslim). Bukhari's version says at the end: «To the man
who denied excess water, Allah will say: «Today I deny you My grace as
you denied what you had in excess, although you did not work with your
hands to earn it.
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The Sixty- Second Major Sin

Short Weight Or Measure

Allah Most High says:
«Woe to the cheats who insist on receiving everything when they have

people measure something out for them; yet whenever they measure or
weigh things for others, they give them less than their due» [al- Mutaffifin.
83: 1- 3].

Saddi says: «When Allah's Messenger came to Madinah, there was a
person called Abu Juhaynah. He had two measures for grain, one for measuring
to people and another for taking measures from them, and the two measures
were different. This verse was revealed Concerning that situation.

Zajjaj says: «Although this verse only mentions the measure of volume, it
equally applies to weighing, as measuring and weighing (and any other kind of
measurement) are similar practices in buying and selling merchandise».

Ibn Abbas (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Five for
five».When the listeners asked: «What does» five for five mean? He replied:
«When a nation breaks its covenant, Allah gives its enemy power over it;
when people judge by criteria other than what Allah has revealed, poverty
spreads among them; when indecency spreads among a people, death
spreads among them, when they give short measure and weight, they are
struck with famine shortages or vegetation; and when they do not pay
Zakat, rain is withheld from them*. (Tabarani).

Allah Most High continues:
«Do not such persons suppose they will be raised up again (to render

accounts) on a tremendous Day, a day when mankind will stand before the
Lord of the Universe?" [al- Mutaffifin. 83: 4 - 6].

Allah Most High is warning such people of His accounting and reward and
torment on the Day of Resurrection. For a meagre gain in this world, they are
risking their Hereafter.
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468 The Sixty- Second Major Sin
Malik bin Dinar (RAA) reported: «A neighbour of mine came to visit me,

while he was suffering from a fatal illness. He cried out: «Two mountains offire ! Two mountains of fire!». I asked: «What are you saying? «He replied:Abu Yahya, ( that is Malik) I have two measuring cups, one for measuring outto people and another for taking measure from them», (and they are different).I stood up, and taking his cups, struck one against the other to break them, buthe cried out : O Abu Yahya, the more you strike them against each other, thegreater is my pain and sufferings He later died of his illness.
Giving less than full measure is theft , although it is a little limitedstealing. However, it is prohibited and is a crime punishable in this world, andAllah had warned that its punishment in the Hereafter would be «Wayl»

( translated into Woe) which means severe punishment. Some say that «Wayl»is a valley in Hell: and it is so intensly hot that if the mountains of the earthwere to be brought into it, they would instantly evaporate.
One of the righteous forefathers narrated: I visited a patient when he was

about to die. I strated instructing him to recite the Shahadah (That is, [I bear
witness that there is no deity except Allah and I bear witness that Muhammad
is His slave and messenger), but no matter how hard he tried, his tongue could
not utter it. When he had improved a little, I asked him: O my brother, what
prevented your tongue from pronouncing the Shahadah while I was repeating
it? He replied: «0 my brother, the scale is on my tongue, and it is preventing
me from pronouncing it ». I asked : «Did you cheat people by weighing short on
the scale? He said : « No, by Allah, but months would pass without my checking
the accuracy of the scale. Therefore, if this is the case w'ith a person who did
not check the accuracy of his scale , what can be said of the one who weighs a
short weight ?» .

Nafi ' reported that whenever ibn 'Umar went to buy something, he would
say to the seller: «Fear Allah and give full measure and wieght, because the
cheaters will stand on the Day of Judgement with perspiration Curling them up
to their ears». Such is the case of a merchant who gives a little less when
measuring out and a little extra when measuring in».

One of the righteous forefathers used to say: «Woe be to the person who
sells a thing short by even the size of a grain and deprives himself of the
Garden whose size is as Vast as the heavens and the earth; and alas for the
person who purchases the valley of «Wayl» in Hell by taking a single extra
grain which does not belong to him!».

We ask Allah to forgive us and save us from any temptation. For He is
indeed, the Magnanimous and the Gracious!.

234



469

0 -
^jJ OjjJlj y 1J^LAJ LO •^Lrjj!

' 5 >
. w U I i

% ' ' O '' ' 0

<r> )^ (*-®JjA
. eX .ycW

O )
(*y o'

AJ Ju yo jyjJL *. J-3 j ; AJL~J>- J AjIyJJ oy^ <jJI
M*

! JyiL J-Aj OyJl <U Jy Oij jL>- ^
ip
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The Sixty- Third Major Sin

Feeling Secure From Allah's Plans

Allah Most High says:

«So once they forgot what they ^ad been reminded of, we opened up
the doors to everything for them un(il just when they were happiest with
what they had been given, We caugfyt them suddenly and there they were
confounded». [al - An'am. 6:44].

«Caught them suddenly» means that they unfeelingly experienced Allah's
torment. Al- Hasan (RAA) says: «If God gave someone too much and that one
did not know that it is a plan from Allah, he would not understand anything.
However, if Allah gave someone too little and that one did not know that God
regards everything, he would not understand anything.

' Uqbah bin ' Amer (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«When you see that Allah bestows upon his slave what he likes to have,
and that slave is persistent in his $inning, that is his gradual downfalls
The prophet (SAW) then recited the above verse. (Tabarani).

«They were confounded» means that they despaired of being saved from
destruction. Ibn Abbas said: «They despaired of any good outcome», while al-
Zajjaj said: «It means the sad, hopeless, and very sorry».

Some earlier righteous scholars said that when Iblis (Satan) erred (by
disobeying Allah's Command to prostrate to Adam), while he was one of the
angels, the archangels Jibril and Mickail (Gabriel and Michael) began to weep
bitterly. Allah, the Great and Glorious asked them: «Why are you weeping?»
They replied: «We do not feel secure from your plan» Allah Most high said:
«This is how you should be, not heedless of My plan».

The prophet used to repeat saying: «0 turner of the hearts, keep our
hearts firm on your religion. When he was asked: «0 Messenger of Allah, are
you afraid concerning us?» He replied: «The hearts of His servants are
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472 The Sixty- Third Major Sin
between two of the fingers of the Most Merciful; He turns them (this way
and that way) as He deems proper». (Tirmidhi).

Abu Hurairah ( RAA) reported Allah 's Messenger (SAW) as saying: The
one of you will do the deeds of the inhabitants of the Garden, so that there
remains only a span between him and it. Then the Book (of Allah’sdecrees) will overtake him so that he will do the deeds of the inhabitants ofthe Fire and will enter it. (Bukhari and Muslim).

Sahl bin Sa’d al- Sa'idi reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «The onedoes the deeds of the inhabitants of the Fire but he is an inhabitant of the
Garden, and another does the deeds of the inhabitants of the Garden buthe is an inhabitant of the Fire, for the judgement is given according to
one’s final actions». (Bukhari and Muslim ).

Allah Most High has told us in His Noble Book the story of Bal'am, who
was deprived from faith after knowledge and understanding, and the story of
Barsis, the long time worshipper of Allah who died as a disbeliever.

A STORY:
It was narrated that there was in Egypt a man who was employed at a

mosque for giving the Adhan (call to prayer) and leading the prayer. His face
shone with the light of faith and good deeds. One day, he climbed up the
minaret of the mosque, as usual, to give the adhan. Next to the mosque there
was the house of a Christian, and its courtyard was visible from the minaret.
The man happened to look down at the courtyard, and his eyes caught the
Christian neighbour's beautiful daughter, who had come out in the couryard.
He was knocked silly by her beauty, forgot everything about the Adhan, came
down and knocked at her door. She opened the door and asked: «Who are you
and what do you want?» He replied: «1 want you!" She replied: «1 do not have
secret affairs». He said: «Will you marry me?» She said: «You are a Muslim
and my father will not permit me to marry you». He said: «1 will become a
Christian». She was overwhelmed by his passion and said: «If you become a
Christian, I shall marry you». So the man converted to Christianity in order to
marry her and he stayed in her house. But while he was climbing some stairs in
the house that afternoon, he slipped and fell, broke his neck, and died instantly.
Thus, he renounced his religion for the sake of the Christian girl and yet he did
not enjoy even a single embrace with her.

In explaining the meaning of the verse: «Know that Allah slips in
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The Sixty- Third Major Sin474

between a man and his heart» [al- Anfal. 8:24]. Mujahid says: «It means that
He comes between the man and his reason, so that he does not know even what
his own fingers are doing». «Heart» here means reasoning faculty, as in the
verse, «In that is a reminder for anyone who has a heart». [Q af. 50:37] or a
mind.

Tabari explains the verse: «Know that Allah slips between a man and
his heart» That Allah Most High informs us that He possesses people's minds
and can come between people and their minds, so that the person does not

understand anything save what Allah wishes him to understand.
'Aishah (RAA) reported that the prophet (SAW) frequently said: «0

turner of the hearts, keep my heart firm in obedience to you! When Aishah
asked him: O Messenger of Allah, why do you keep saying that? What are you
afraid of? He replied: «Iam seeking His protection, O'Aishah, for the hearts
of His servants are between two of the fingers of the Most Merciful; He
turns them as He wishes. Whenever He wishes to turn the heart of a
servant, He does it».

We must always seek Allah's help in keeping us firm in our faith, and we

should never be content that we have strong faith, good deeds, prayers, fasting,

and so on, which we have acquired to our credit. The source of our faith and

good deeds is from the guidance and mercy of our Lord, and if we become

proud of them we will be guilty of pride concerning what someone other than

ourselves- that is, Allah- has given us.
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The Sixty- Fourth Major Sin

Offending Allah's Righteous Friends

Note from the ranslator( , ).

Allah Most High says:

«Allah has cursed those who offend Allah and His Messenger in this
world and the Hereafter, and has prepared shameful torment for them».
[al - Ahzab. 33:57].

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said to Abu Bakr: «If you make them (his
respected companions, Bilal, Salman, and ’Suhaib) angry, you make your
Lord angry». (Muslim).

Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said: «Allah Most High says: «Anyone who is
hostile to a friend of Mine, I declare war against him. My servant
approaches Me with nothing more beloved to Me than what I have made
obligatory for him, and My servant keeps drawing nearer to Me with
voluntary acts until I love him. And when I love him, lam his hearing with
which he hears, his sight with which he sees, his hand with which he
grasps, and his foot with which he walks. If he asks Me, no doubt, I will
give him, and if he seeks refuge in Me, no doubt I will protect him».
(Bukhari).

A caller will call from the vicinity of the Throne. Where is such- and-
such? Any one who hears that sound will shudder and tremble. Allah Almighty
will address this person saying: «You are wanted, so come forward, near the
Throne of the Creator of heavens and the earth». Every one will hear this and
will raise eyes towards the Throne and see this man standing there in front of
the Throne of the Almighty. Thereupon the Lord will cover him with a curtain
of light from the eyes of creatures, and then will say to him: «My servant, did

( 1 ) The introduction of this Major Sin is missed in the original manuscript.
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Â ailJl o^SvJi jl U^J^yflx) 4̂ SZJ J^>- -̂f^4 J-U—» 1 w'lzS

5̂-jJl -̂-LdJl » -̂j-L>»Jl <UAi >
_JJJ>- j 4

_J| j) L« O J ' Jij ( J?_yJaJ ' j 4JJl r- jj ^L.^1 ) 0' y~*~>

iJi \ yJiJl . \ j~>~ 4JJl o\ y>*£ <C-j I L« O-jl jl d-jlj (JJj t <S ĵ ~ ^ ' o'o -̂JaJ 1
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The Fifty- Fourth Major Sin478

you know that I was observing everything you had done during your life- time?
He will reply: I did, my Lord». Allah Most High will say: Did you not hear that
I will punish those who disobey Me? He will reply: I did, my Lord». Allah
Most High will say: Did you not hear that I will reward those who obey Me?.
He will reply: «1 did, my Lord. Allah Most High will say: My servant, did you
disobey Me?» He will reply: «Such is the case, My Lord». Allah Most High
will ask: «My servant, what are your expectations from Me today? He will say:
My Lord, I hope and expect that you will forgive me». Then Allah Most High
will say: «My servant, are you sure that I will forgive you?» He will reply:
Yes, my Lord, lam sure of it, because you kept my sins concealed from others.
Then Allah Most High will say: Accordingly I forgive you and confirm your
expectation concerning Me. Take your record of deeds in your right hand;
Whatever is good in it, I have accepted it from you, and whatever is bad in it, I
have forgiven it to you, and lam Magnanimous and Generous to My servants.
(This will be the case of a friend of Allah).

We ask Allah to include us among His friends and grant us the good of this
life and the good of the Hereafter, and save us from the Fire!.
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The Sixty- Fifth Major Sin

Not Praying In Congregation But Praying Alone
Without An Excuse

Abdullah bin Mas'oud reported: «The Messenger of Allah found some
people keeping away from congregational prayers and he said: «1 intended to
order someone to lead the prayer while I go to burn the houses of the
people who do not join the congregational prayer». (Muslim and Ibn
Majah).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «If anyone neglects three Friday
Congregational prayers, Allah will seal his heart. (Abu Dawood and
Nisai).

He also said : «If someone abandons Friday congregational prayer
without an excuse, his name will be put down as a hypocrite into a book
that can not be altered or obliterated.

Hafssa (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Going to
Friday. Congregational prayer is a duty upon each Muslim adult». (Nisai).

We seek Allah 's help to do what pleases Him, for He is the Magnanimous
and the Generous.
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The Sixty- Sixth Major Sin

Persistenly Missing Friday Prayers Without Any
Excuse

Allah Most High says:

«Some day when their shinbone will be laid bare and they will be
called upon to bow down on their knees, and they will not manage to; with
their eyes cast down, disgrace will overwhelm them. They had been called
upon to prostrate while they still felt safe, [al- Qalam. 68: 42- 43].

K.ab al- Ahbar said: «This verse was only revealed concerning the people
who stayed away from congregational prayers» Sa'id ibn Mussayyalb said:
«They used to hear [Come to prayer, come to success» (the words of the call to
prayer) and they did not respond while they were sound and in good health.
Therefore, on the Day of Resurrection, disgrace and regret will cover them».

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «By
Him in Whose Hand is my soul, I considered giving orders for fuel and
having it gathered; then giving orders for prayer and having the Adhan
called for it; then ordering a man to lead the people in prayer, then going
to the people who were not present at the prayer and burning down their
houses over them: (Bukhari and Muslim) In another version also from Abu
Hurairah, the prophet (SAW) said: I intended that I should command my
young men to gather bundles of fuel for me, and then to order a person to
lead the prayer, and then to burn the houses of those persons who pray in
their houses without any excuse (Muslim).

The verse and the Hadiths quoted above show the importance of praying in
congregation and not leaving it off without an excuse. The excuses which are
acceptable are given in the following Hadith.

Ibn Abbas reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «If anyone hears
the man who makes the call to prayer and is not prevented from joining
the Congregation by any excuse, the prayer he performs will not be
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The Sixty- Sixth Major Sin

accepted from him. When the prophet was asked about the nature of the
excuse he replied that it was fear or illness». (Abu Dawood).

484

Ibn Abbas reported that the prophet (SAW) was asked about a person who
fasts in the daytime and prays at night but does not attend the congregational
prayer, and the prophet replied: «He is in the Fire».

Ablind man came to the prophet and said: O Messenger of Allah, I have no
one to guide me to the mosque. May I, then, have permission to pray at home?
The prophet gave him permission to do that. But when the man had turned
away, he called him back and said: «Can you hear the call to prayer from
your house? He said: «Yes». Then the prophet said: Respond to it (that is,
come to the mosque).

'Amr bin Umm Maktoum came to the prophet and said: O Messenger of
Allah, there are many poisonous creatures and wild animals in Madinah, and
lam blind. So, Can I have permission to pray in my house? The prophet asked:
Do you hear «come to the prayer» «Come to the success?» «He replied «Yes».
The prophet then said: Respond to it (by coming to the mosque). You have no
such permission. (Abu Dawood).

Someone asked Ibn Abbas about a man who fasted during the day and
prayed during the night, but did not come to the congregational prayers nor to
Friday prayer. He replied that if that person were to continue in this manner
until his death, the would end in the Fire». (Tirmidhi).

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «There are three (types of
persons) who are cursed by Allah: a leader who is hated by his nation, a
woman who spends the night while her husband is angry with her; and a
man who hears «come to the prayer, come to the sucess», and does not
respond to it (by coming to the mosque). (Hakim).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) said: It is far better for the son of Adam to have
molten copper poured into his ears than to refrain from responding to «come to
the prayer, come to the success».

Ali ibn Abu Talib said: «The prayer of the neighbour of the mosque should
be only in the mosque». When he was asked: «Who is the neighbour of a
mosque?» He replied: «Anyone who hears the Adhan (being issued from it). He
also said: «Anyone who hears the call to prayer and does not come (to the
mosque), his prayer will not rise above his head (that is, will not ascend to
Heaven) unless he has an acceptable excuse».
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486 The Sixty- Sixth Major Sin

Abdullah bin Mas'oud said: «If any one is pleased to meet Allah tomorrow
as a Muslim, he should be constant in observing the five prayers (at the place)
where the call for them is made, for Allah Most High has for our prophet the
practices of right guidance, among which are prayers. If you were to pray in
your houses like this man who stays away ( from the congregational prayer) and
prays in his house, you would abandon the Sunnah (practice) of your prophet,
and if you were to abandon the Sunnah of your prophet, you would go astray. I
have seen the time when no one stayed away from it except a hypocrite known
as such, while an invalid be brought (to it ) staggering between two assistants
until he was set up in the row. (Muslim).

CHAPTER: The Excellence Of Praying In Congregation:
Allah Most High says:

«We have written in the Psalms following the Reminder: «My
righteous servants shall inherit the earth, [al- Anbia. 21: 105].

Commentators say that «My righteous servants» means those who pray
five daily prayers in congregation. In Allah's words: «We record what they
have sent on before them and their footprints». [Yasin. 36:12]. That is their
traces (made on the way to the doing of the good deeds which they sent ahead
for themselves.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «A
man's prayer in Congregation is twenty- five times as valuable as his
prayer is in his house or in his shop, for when he makes washing for prayer
(Wudu), he does it well, and then goes out to the mosque, having no other
reason than prayer for goint out. He does not take a single step without
being raised a degree for it and having a sin forgiven for it, and when he
prays, the angels continue to invoke blessings on him as long as he is in his
place of prayer, saying: O Allah, forgive him! O Allah, show mercy to him!
as long as he does not do any harm during it and as long as he does not do
anything unseemly in it». (Bukhari and Muslim).

He also said: «Shall I not guide you to that which will erase your
mistakes and raise your degrees? The listeners said: Please, O Messenger
of Allah». He said: «Making Wudu and doing it well, going to the mosque
frequently, and waiting for the next prayer after finishing one; these
actions are your protectors, these are your protectors. (Muslim).
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The Sixty- Seventh Major Sin

Usurping The Right Of The Heir Through Bequests

After deciding the portions assigned to various inheritors, Allah Most
High makes the condition:

... «After settling any legacy that may have been bequeathed or debt,
not causing any hardship (to the heirs by willing away more than one third
of the inheritance). This is an injunction from Allah. And Allah is All
knowing, forbearing». [al- Nisa: 4:12].

«These are Allah's limits. Anyone who obeys Allah and His Messenger
will be admitted to gardens throuh which rivers flow, to live there forever.
And that will be the great success.

And the one who disobeys Allah and His Messenger and transgresses
His limits, He will cause him to enter the Fire, to live there forever, and he
will have a humiliating torment, [al- Nisa. 4:13- 14].

In verse 12 of Al- Nisa, Allah has commanded not causing injury to
one's heirs in bequeathing property. And according to the Shari'ah,
bequeatling away more than one- third of one's property is considered
injurious to the heirs, and that is what is prohibited in verse 12 of al- Nisa.

Verse 13 gives glad tidings of the Garden to those who follow Allah's
limits in the distribution of their property among their hairs, and verse 14
warns those who disobey Allah and His Messenger, including the
disobeying of His Command concerning the shares of inheritance and the
limits to be observed in making bequests.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«A man or a woman acts in obediece to Allah for sixty years, when they are
about to die, they cause injury by their bequest through depriving some of
their relatives of their shares in the property), so they must go to the Fire*.
(Abu Dawood) Abu Hurairah then recited: After settling any legacy that
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The Sixty- Seventh Major Sin490

may have been bequeathed or debt, not causing any hardship to (the
heirs), [al- Nisa. 4:12].

He also said: «Anyone who deprives an inheritor of his inheritance,
Allah will cut him off from the Garden». (Ibn Majah).

And he also said: «Allah has given every inheritor his share, therefore,
there is no bequest in favour of an inheritor!!». (Tirmidhi).
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The Sixty- Eighth Major Sin

Deceiving And Plotting Evil

Allah Most High says:
«Plotting evil engulfs the people who practise it». [Fatir. 35:43].
Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: Plotting and deceiving are in the Fire».

(Bazzar).
He also said: «The swindler, the miser, and the reminder of favours

(done to others) will not enter the Garden.
Allah Most High says concerning the hypocrites:
«The hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He who deceives

them«. [al - Nisa. 4:142].
Al- Wahidi said: «Allah Most High deceives them by giving them a light

as that given to the believers, but when they are going ahead on the straight
path, Allah will put that light out and they will remain in full darkness.

In a Hadith by 'Ammar Mujash'ai; the prophet mentioned five (Types of)
persons who will be inhabitants of the Fire, one of them being a person who
deceives you, morning and evening, with regard to your family and your
property. (Muslim).
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The Sixty- Ninth Major Sin

Spying For The Enemy

Hatib bin Abi Balta'ah sent an emissary toward Makkah in order to inform
the unbelievers of the plan of Allah's Messenger. His emissary was intercepted
and his plan foiled. Umar ibn al- Khattab asked the prophet's permission to kill
him, but the prophet prevented him by saying: Let him be, because he
participated in the battle of Badr.

This incident shows that spying for the enemy of Muslims is a serious
crime, which falls into the category of causing mischief in the land and
destroying the crops and the cattle. This crime is punishable by death and also
deserves chastisement in the hereafter.
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The Seventieth Major Sin

Cursing Any Of The Companions Of Allah's
Messenger

(May Allah be pleased with them)

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «Allah Most High says: «If
anyone makes a friend of mine his enemy, I declare war against him».
(Bukhari and Muslim).

He also said: «Do not abuse my Companions. By Him in whose hand is
my soul; if any of you spent in Charity as much gold as the mountain of
Uhud, it would not amount to as much as a pound of the charity of one of
them, or half of it». (Bakhari and Muslim).

And he said: «(Fear) Allah, (fear) Allah, regarding my Companions!
Do not make them a target (of insult) after me. Anyone who loves them
does so out of love of me, and anyone who hates them does so out of hatred
of me. The one who injures them has injured me; the one who injures me
has annoyed Allah and the one who annoys Allah will soon be punished by
Him». (Tirmidhi).

These Hadiths and other similar ones show the superiority of the prophet's
Companions over other Muslims. They warn against considering any of them a
target of cursing, abusing, insulting, slandering, or even to dare saying
anything against them.

The last Hadith shows the eminence of the prophet's noble Companions in
the sight of Allah. It is they who believed in the prophet, assisted him with
their lives and properties, listened to him and obeyed him, acted according to
his practise, and preserved that practise for later generations. Their generation
was the best one, and they were the best nation ever raised for mankind. So, the
one who loves the prophet loves and respects each and all of his Companions.
And to hate any of them is to hate the prophet himself.

Anas (RAA) reported the prophet as saying: «The sign of faith is love of
the Ansar (Helpers) and the sign of hypocrisy is hatred of the Ansar*.
(Bukhari and Muslim).
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The Seventieth Major Sin498

Similarly, «love of Ali ibn Abu Talib is a sign of faith and hatred of
him is a sign of hypocrisy».

It is the one who reads their life careers and their words during the
lifetime of the prophet and after his death, their competing with each other for
the faith and their striving against the unbelievers; who know their efforts in
propagating the religion, its beliefs and practises, and for the supremacy of
Allah's Word and the prophet's Sunnah, who best recognizes their favours.
From them, we have learned our religious obligations, and the methodology of
establishing the spiritual, moral, and legal teachings of Islam in our lives.

Anyone who criticises them or insults them has gone out of this religion
and has cut himself off from the Muslim Ummah (Community). He has
disbelieved in what Allah Most High says concerning them in His Book, and
what Allah's Messenger has said concerning their noble qualities and their
merits. It is just enough for us to recall a few sayings of the prophet cancerning
his companions.

The prophet (SAW) said: «Indeed, Allah chose me and chose for me my
Companions, and made them my ministers and my helpers and my in-
laws». That is, Abu Bakr through the prophet's marriage to his daughter
'Aishah., 'Umar through the prophet's marriage to Hafsah; 'Uthman through his
marriage to two of the prophet's daughters in succession; and Ali through his
marriage to the prophet's daughter Fatimah). If anyone insults them, the
curse of Allah, His angels, and all mankind is upon him. Allah will not
accept any charity or any good deed from him*. (Tabarani).

Anas bin Malik (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Indeed, Allah chose me and chose for me my companions, making them
my ministers, my helpees, and my inlaws. A folk will come after them who
will And fault with them and criticise them. Then, do not eat and drink
with them, do not marry from among them, do not pray (the funeral
prayer) over them, and do not pray with them*. (This Hadith is classified
among the weak).

Ibn Mas'oud (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «When
you mention my Companions, restrain yourselves; when you mention
astrology, restrain yourselves; and when you mention Allah's decree,
restrain yourselves*. (Tabarani).

Scholars have said that means not to dabble in the secret of Allah's decree
in His creation; to restrain oneself from speculation in this is a sign of belief
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JJl̂ ^Jl LSJ>J\ ĵ -fl5Ua5 oLoj y l̂§

^y yd* JaJL^jJi ^y y*iaJlj t Jyil*Jl ya JaSL^jJlj 4 j^iLjl ya

t <3LcJl y* j*-L*-j 4 JJ yJ
^
yLt I0>j tJjJL̂ Jb p'lĵ jl ^JiUlj *lĵ j^lj
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500 The Seventieth Major Sin

and acceptance of our limitations in understanding what relates to Allah's
Domain of action. Similarly, if someone believes that the stars have some
influence in human affairs independent of Allah Almighty’s will, he is
polytheist . Likewise, if someone finds fault with the Companions of the
prophet and says something bad about them, he is a hypocrite. It is incumbent
upon Muslims to love Allah, to love His Messenger, to love what the prophet
brought as guidance and as his practise; to love his descendants, his
Companions, his wives, his children, his servants, and to love those who love
them and hate those who hate them, as this is the meaning of love for Allah's
sake and hatred for Allah's sake, and that is the most excellent hind of faith.

Ayyoub Sukhtiyani said: «The one who loves Abu Bakr builds a
lighthouse of Islam; the one who loves 'Umar makes the road visible; the one
who loves 'Uthman reflects Allah's light; the one who loves Ali holds on the
trustworthy rope, and the one who speaks well about all the Companions of the
prophet is free from hypocrisy».

CHAPTER:
Qualities of the prophet's Companions.

The noble qualities and merits of the companions are too numerous to be
mentioned here. However, the scholars of the Sunnah agree that the noblest
among the Companions are ten, and among the ten, four are ranked as highest.
These are, in order of their rank: Abu Bakr, then 'Umar ibn al- Khattab, then
'Uthman bin 'Affan, and then Ali ibn Abu Talib, may Allah be pleased with
them all. There is no doublt concerning this, and whoever doubts it is an
innovator and a malicious hypocrite.

These four are mentioned in the Hadith narrated by 'Irbadh bin Sariyah, in
which the prophet said: «It is a duty upon you to follow my practise and the
practise of the rightly - guided caliphs who will come after me, holding on
to it with your very molars, and to guard yourselves against innovations in
religious matters». (Tirmidhi).

As to the merits of Abu Bakr, Allah Most High says in the Qur’an:
«Those among you possessing resources and (other) means should not fail
to give (something to) near relatives, and the needy...». [al- Nur. 24:22].

There is no difference of opinion concerning the fact that this verse was
revealed when Abu Bakr had discontinued supporting a relative of his, named
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olpx-ŝ l
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The Seventieth Major Sin

Mistah, who was involved in accusing his daughter 'Aishah. Allah Most High
says:

S02

«... The second of two, when both of them were in the cave». [al-
Taubah. 9:40].

The two being the prophet (SAW) and Abu Bakr (RAA), when they were
fleeing to Madinah from Makkah and hid in the cave. Thus, Allah testified to
Aby Bakr's Companionship to the prophet and gave him gald tidings of His
Sakinah (reassuring peace) in the same verse, [al- Tawbah. 9:40].

Ibn 'Umar reported that Allah's Messenger said to Abu Bakr: «You were
my Companion in the cave, and you will be my companion at the Pond (of
Kawthar in Paradise» (Tirmidhi).

Allah Most High says:
«Those who bring the facts and confirm them are heedful». [al -

Zumar. 39:33].
J'afar al- Sadiq (RAA) says: There is no doubt that the one who brought

the truth was Allah's Messenger and that the one who testified to it was Abu
Bakr- and what praise can be greater than this?.

May Allah he pleased with all the Companion of Allah's Messenger.
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