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In The Name of God, The Compassionate, The Merciful.

«Note About The Author»

The author is Shamsuldin Muhammed Bin Uthman Bin Qaimaz Al-
Turkmani, Al- Fariqi, Al- Shafi ' i knoun by the name of Al- Dhahabi.

His family comes from Miafarkin, but he was born in Damascus in the
year 673 H- 1274 A .C. He acquired his learning through scholars, from Syria,
Egypt, and Hijaz, visiting most cities for this purpose. He was an outstanding
figure in many fields of science, particularv in the readings of the Qur'an and
the Tradition. Through keeping them by heart, he became a perfect ideal and
was pointed to as the Imam of the World and the Sheikh of challenge and
alteration, and the man of men in every way. His reputation spread
everywhere, and scholars, anxious for learning, came to him.

Al- Dhahabi listed in his dictionary the names of one thousand and three
hundred scholars whom he taught and learned from, including a number of the
highly estimated and famous scholars and authors.

Al- Dhahabi took over many scholarly duties in Damascus. When he lost
his eye- sight in the year 741 H, he refrained from writing and confined himself
to teaching till he died in 764 H- 1348 A.C. He was buried in Bab- Saghir
graveyard in Damascus.

Al- Dhahabi left behind him a vast scientific wealth put down in his works
that exceed ninenty ones covering Tradition, history, biography, and various
other subjects. His greatest works are: (History of Islam), (Biographies of
Honourable Men), (The Scale of Straightfowardness), (The Supected In The
Names of Men), and (Sifting the originals in the talks of the Prophet), and
many others, a great number of which is published and circulated.

So many authors, old and modern, have spoken about the works of al-
Dhahabi, and so many studies have been written about him in Arabic and
foreign pamphlets and magazines. They all glorify his learning and point to the
scientific relics which he left behind for his contemporaries and for the
Coming generations up to the present time.
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«Note About The Author»4

His book (al- Kaba ' ir) the Major Sins is at the front of his works which he
wrote especially for a class of readers. He handled in this book subjects they
like and can benefit from in their religious and earthly lives. The book makes
easier in their minds things they may find difficult to understand in the
scientific books assigned for the elite of scholars and learners.

In al- Kaba'ir book he may behave as a guiding preacher who seeks for the
righteousness of men and for straightening their life and beliefs. He brought
that in an easy understandable language and in a clear and charming style, far
from Complexity, obscurity, and artificiality. His book, therefore, came of a
great benefit for the orators and preachers, and came as a warning for the
ignorants and the suspicious, and as a restraint for the disobedient and
perverted, and as a guide for those who want to take the straight and right way
of Allah.
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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful.

What is a Major Sin?

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and no enmity but against the
unjust and prayers and safe- keeping be granted to our prophet, Muhammad,
the chief of the Messengers of Allah and the guide of the believers, and peace
and blessings be granted to his family and all his Companions.

The subject- matter of this book concerns the major sins and prohibited
and prevented acts.

Major Sins

Major sins are those acts that Allah and his Messenger have forbidden in
the Qur'an and Sunna, and which have been made clear by the actions of the
first righteous generation of Muslims, the Companions of the prophet (SAW)( 1 ).
Allah, Most Hight, has guaranteed in his glorious book to Cancel out trivial
bad deeds for those who avoid major sins and prohibited acts:

«If you avoid the great sins you are forbidden to Commit, We will
Cancel out your (other) evil deeds for you, and admit you (to Paradise)
through a noble entrances [al - Nisaa. 4:31].

Thus, Allah Most High has guaranteed the Garden of Paradise to those
who avoid the great sins. Allah has also said:

«Those who avoid the greatest of sins and indecencies, and forgive
when they are angry»... [al- Shura 42:37]. He also said:

«Those who refrain from the greatest vices and sexual offences, except
for oversights (will find) your Lord is boundless when it comes to
forgiveness». [al- Najim. 53:82].

The Messenger of Allah (SAW)( I ) said: «The five daily prayers, and

(1) (SAW): Figuress abbreviated from Arabic words to stand for «Allah bless him and grant
him salvation».
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What is a Major Sin?8

Friday to Friday next, and Ramadan to next Ramadan, make atonement to
what happened between one and the other, if great sins have been
avoided»... We have, therafore, to determine what major sins are in order that
Muslims should avoid them. We found difference of opinion among scholars in
this respect . Some of them say that they are seven sins. And those depended on
the prophet's saying: «Avoid the seven noxious things». The prophet mentioned
them as: «Associating anything with Allah, magic; killing one whom God has
declared inviolate without a just cause; Consuming the wealth of an orphan;
devouring Usury; Turning back when the host advances; and slandering chaste
women who are believers though inattentive». (Bukkari and Muslim).

Ibn Abbas said: «They are closer to seventy than to seven», and really he
was right in that. The above mentioned tradition does not confine major sins to
those seven ones only. What evidence and argument show is that any one who
commits one of the great crimes that calls for a prescribed punishment in this
world such as murder, theft , and fornication; or Commits any prohibited act for
which there is a warning of torment, anger, and threat by Allah in the
Hereafter, or a deed whose doer is cursed by our prophet (SAW), his crime
falls, no doubt, in the category of «Major» sins.

Of course, we have to admit that some sins are more serious than others.
We see that the prophet (SAW) included SHIRK (associating something or
someone with Allah) among major sins, though the doer of such (greater ) sin
will remain forever in Hell and will never be forgiven. Allah most high says:
«God does not forgive one's associating (others) with him; He forgives
anyone he wishes to for anything other than that». [al- Nisaa. 4:48].
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The First Major Sin

Associating Others With Allah (Shirk)

The greatest of all major sins is shirk, and this is of two kinds:
One is to make someone equal to Allah or to worship something or

someone else, such as a stone, a tree, the sun, the moon, a prophet, a saint, a
star, an angel, or anything other. This is (surely) the freatest shirk about which
Allah Most High says: «God does not forgive one’s associating (others) with
Him; He forgives anyone he wishes to for anything other that that». [al-
Nisaa. 4:48]. Allah Most High also said: «It is a great wrong associating
others with Allah». [Luqman. 31:13], He also said: «Allah will ban the
Garden for anyone who associates anything else with God; his lodgnig will
be the Fire». [al- Maidah. 5:75].

Such verses are quite numerous in the Qur'an.

Hence, if one ascribes partners to Allah and dies as a polytheist, he will
definitely be an inhabitant of the Fire, just as anyone who believes in God and
dies as a believer, he will be an inhabitant of the Garden, even though he is
punished in the Fire first .

It is reported in Bukhari's Tradition that Allah's Messenger (SAW) asked
his Companions: «Shall I not inform you about the three greatest sins? They
said : Yes, Messenger of Allah. Then he said: «Associating others with God and
disobedience to parents». He was in a reclining position, so he sat up and
continued: «And deliberate perjury, and giving flase evidences He went on
repeating that till we said to ourselves: If only he stopped speaking. (Bukkari
and Muslim). He also said: «A void the seven noxious things», in whieh
associating others with Allah is included. He also said: «Whoever changes his
religion; kill him». (Ahmad and Bukhari).

The second kind of associating others with Allah is adopting hypocrisy in
one 's deeds. Allah Most High saya: «Any one who is expecting to meet his
Lord should act righteously and not associate anyone in the worship due to
his Lord». [al- Kahf . 18:110].

The meaning is that one should not act for the sake of ostentation but
should sincerely act for the sake of Allah alone.
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12 The First Major Sin

Allah' s Messenger (SAW) said: «1 warn you against the lesser
polytheism». His Companions asked him: «And what is the lesser polytheism,
Messenger of Allah?» He replied: «It is showing off . On the Day when God
will reward people for their deeds, he will say to them: Go to those to whom
you showed off your deeds on Earth for praise and see if they will reward you».
(Ahmad and Muslim).

He also said: «Allah says: If anyone does anything in which he associates
another with Me His actions belongs to the one for whose sake he did it and I
am clear of it». (Muslim and Ibn Majah).

He also said: «He who heard and obeyed, God would hear of him and he
who made a hypocritical display, God would make a display of him. (Muslim).

Abu Hurairah (RAA)(1 ) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«There might be one who fasts and gains nothing of his fasting but hunger
and thirst, and there might be one who prays to God all night and gaims
nothing of his prayers but wakefulness», meaning that if prayers and fasting
are not for the sake of God, there will be no reward for them. (Ibn Majah,
Ahmad, and Tabarani).

Again, it is reported that Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «A person who
does something only for the sake of showing off and reputation is exactly like a
person who fills up his purse with pebbles and goes to the market to buy
something thereby. When he opens his purse in front of the salesman and offers
them to him, the salesman will throw them in his face. Thus, there is no lenefit
to him from his purse except for people’s saying that his purse is full, but he
can not get anything in exchange. Similarly, A person who does something for
the sake of show and reputation gets nothing but people's gossip, and he is not
to be rewarded in the Next»(2).

Allah Most High says:
«We shall advance upon whatever action they have performed and

turn it into scattered particles of floating dust». [al- Furqan, 25:23].

This means that the deeds they had done for the sake of anyone other than
Allah will receive no reward and will be exactly like the scattered dust that can
be seen floating with the beams of sunlight.

( 1 ) (RAA): Figuress abbreviated from Arabic words to stand for «May Allah be pleased with
him».

(2) Ibn Hajar says in (Al- Zawajir) that this is not a tradition of the prophet (SAW) but a saying
of some scholar’s.
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< v ) If&r : - VV

rTj ;=o ipK* v» jrn

nr up nP:i r?m IP n *nP *°**f <n* r̂i Ko'
* " ' ' - r o - ^ ^ f •" ? { r ?

rir-̂ > (> *0 <r f̂> f̂> ipv̂ ’ rk Pl<̂ J> P 1^— »a)
‘

[> : n i^ r~>’ rk ***0 *> rip f^rnrp inr51 rPV
f K •'X* f> P 5̂ ^Tlf?

in
in? fin
j*^T nr51 5=~> <x̂ ri ’ ? or-P ir̂ f rr̂ *> ’ *in r70 rn
«* i> • sn rrf > ^ ^ i^ nr : «*^T inr51 M" rfn^ rir^

n*> ( 5, ir̂ »(,) vr jr> in H^ir%; rir̂ j^in>

fir ; «rr̂ <n? ^ ij^ ip*^ ripf*p^’ rrr1^ n? p*̂ p

ct* fr~> ry

J

< 5< ?

> r*^ r,*p r,*p ^ hr,0)
- r̂ O ^ -r> |0^^r> nr^ rn *> rnr ; ^^ *^p i^’ rnr *Vr i^: * W1 ^ Î F
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The First Major Sin14

Udai Ibn Hatim al- Taei reported Allah’s Messenger (SAW) as saying: On
the Day of Judgement, groups of people are to be led toward the Garden till
they get too close to it , smell its fragrance, look at its palaces and at what God
has prepared for its inhabitants. Then a call will be made to turn them away
from it, since they have no portion in it, and they will turn away with so great
sorrow and regret that neither those before them mor those after ever turned
away with. They will say, «Our Lord! If you had admitted us to the Fire before
showing us what we have seen of the reward you have prepared for your
followers, it would have been easier for us». Then Allah Most High will say:
«That is (exactly) what I intended for you,. You used to commit great sins
against My will in privacy, but when you were among people you were
humble toward them, showing them your good deeds, quite opposite to
what you gave to Me in your hearts. You feared people and did not fear
Me. You venerated people and did not venerate Me. Your renunciation
was for people but not fof Me. Therefore, today I make you taste My
grievous punishment besides withholding, My abundant reward from
you». (Tabarani and Baihaqi).

A man asked Allah's Messenger (SAW): «What is salvation?» He replied:
«Do not deceive Allah». The man asked: How can one deceive Allah? The
prophet replied : «Through doing a deed bidden by Allah and His
Messenger, but intended for the sake of someone other than Allah. Guard
yourself against showing off, because that is a form of lesser polytheism».
On the Day of Judgement, the hypocrite will be called, above the heads of
people, by four names: Hypocrite! Deceitful One! Faithless one! Loser! Your
deeds are wasted, and your reward is Cancelled. Since we do not have any
reward for you, go and collect your reward from the one for whose sake you did
your deeds, impostor». (Ibn Abu Dunya).

Some scholars were asked: Who is the faithful person?. One of them
replied: «He is the one who conceals his good deeds in the same way he
conceals his bad ones». Some others were asked: What is the purpose of
faithfulness to God? One of them replied: «It is not to be fond of other people's
praise».

Al- Fudail bin Ayyad said: To refrain from doing something for the sake
of people is hypocrisy and to do something for their approval is polytheism
whereas sincerity lies in God's protection against both. O Allah ! Protect us
from these two and forgive us!.

7
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The Second Major Sin

Murder

Allah Most High says: «If anyone kills a believer deliberately, his
recompense will be Hell, wherein he will remain forever. Allah will be
angry with him and curse him, and prepare dreadful torment for him».
[al- Nisaa. 4:93].

(The servants of the Most Merciful are among others) «those who do not
appeal to any other deity besides Allah (A lone); nor kill any soul whom
God has forbidden (them to) except through [due process of] law; nor
commit fornication, and anyone who does that will incur a penalty;
Torment will be double for him on Resurrection Day and he will remain
disgraced forever in it, ecxept for some one who repents and believes, and
acts righteously». [al- Furqan. 25: 68-70].

Allah Most High also says: «For that reason (the killing of one of the
descendants of Adam by his brother) We prescribed for the children of
Israel that any one who kills any person unless it is in (retaliation) for the
murder of another or for causing mischief on Earth, it will be as if he had
killed all mankind and any one who spares life acts as if he had granted
life to all mankinds [al- Maidah. 5:32].

When the girl who was buried (alive) is asked for what offence she has
been killed, [al- Takweer. 81: 8-9].

The prophet (SAW) said: «Avoid the seven moxious things», and he
mentioned among them, «killing one whom Allah has declared inviolate
without a just cause».

A man asked Allah's Messenger (SAW) What the greatest sin was in the
sight of God?, to which he replied: «That you should make anything equal to
Allah, when He has created you». What next?. The man asked, to which the
prophet replied: «That you should kill your child for fear that he might eat
along with you». What next? He asked again, to which the prophet replied:
«That you should commit adultery with your neighbour’s Wife». And Allah
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The Second Major Sin18

Most High revealed words that verify this: «Those who do not appeal to any
other deity besides Allah (alone), nor kill any soul whom God has
forbidden (themto) except through [due process of] law, nor commit
fornication.

The prophet (SAW) also said: «If two Muslims meet with their swords,
the one who kills and the one who is killed will both go to Hell». When the
prophet was argued: «Messenger of Allah, that one was the killer. But what
was wrong with the one who was killed? He repleid: He was eager to kill his
Companions (Bukhari and Muslim and Imam Ahmad).

In explaining the meaning of this tradition, Imam Abu Sulayman says:
«This is when the two Muslims are not fighting for some logical and legitimate
cause, but are rather fighting for the sake of personal enmity and Zealous
fanaticism or for the sake of wealth or leadership or attaining a prominent
position. However, if someane fights oppressive people for a reason which
makes fighting them necessary, or fighits to defend his life or family, he is not
included in the (terms) of this tradition. That is because the battle, in such a
case, is imposed upon him, and he is forced to defend himself without a prior
intention to kill his Companion unless he is eager to do that. He is actually
alienating his Companion from himself . And if his Companion stops his
pursuit. The tradition does not apply to the men of this quality, but it applies to
the other cases mentioned above. And Allah knew best.

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «You should never revert to infidelity
after my death and cut off one another’s heads»( 1 ).

«Abeliever will continue to find amplescope in his religion as long as
he does not kill some one unlawfully* (Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmidhi, al- Nisai,
and Ibn Majah).

«Shedding of blood will be the first matter about which judgement
will be given on the Day of Resurrection*. (Bukhari and Muslim).

«Killing a believer is more horrible to Allah than the vanishing of the
World*. (Nisai and Baihaqi).

«The major sins are: Associating others with Allah, murder, and
disastrous perjury*. )Bukhari and Muslim). And it was called disasterous
because it immerses the person who takes a false oath into the Fire.

(1) This is part of the praphet's sermon at Mina on the Day of sacrifice during the last
piligrimage.
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The Second Major Sin20

«No soul is taken unjustly without a portion of its blood being borne
by the first son of Adam (Cain), because he was the first to introduce
murder. (Bukhari and Mulsim).

«Any one who kills a covenantee will not experience the fragrance of
Paradise, though its odour can be experienced at a distance of forty years*
journey». (Bukhari).

If this is the case for killing a covenantee which means a jew or a Christian
residing in Muslem Lands, (Dar al- Islam) what will the case be for killing a
Muslim?.

Allah Messenger (SAW) said: «Beware! Anyone who kills a Covenantee
whose life is guaranteed by Allah and His Messenger, will have broken
Allah's guarantee, and will not experience the fragrance of Paradise,
though its odour can be sensed at a distance of fifty years' marching
journey». (Tirmidhi).

He also said: «If anyone helps in killing a Muslim even by (saying) a
word, he will meet Allah with a (badge) on his forehead upon which is
written «despaired of God's Mercy». (Ahmad).

Mu'awiyah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «Allah is likely
to forgive all the sins of a man except in the case of one who dies a
polytheist, or one who purposely kills a believer*. (Nisai and Hakim).
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The Third Major Sin

Practising Magic

The magician is necessarily an Unbeliever. Allah Most High says: «But
the devils disbelieved, teaching people magic»... [al- Baqarah. 2:102],

The only purpose of the damned devil in teaching man magic is to lead
him into polytheism. Telling us about Harout and Marout (the two angels sent
to Babylon to test people by teaching (them magic), Allah Most High says:
«Neither of these would teach anyone (such magic) Until they had said: We
are only a test of temptation, so do not disbelieve. People would learm
from them both what would separate a man from his wife. Yet they do not
harm anyone by it except with God's permission. They will learn what will
harm them and not what will benefit them, and they knew that anyone who
deals in it would have no share in the Hereafter, [al- Baqarah. 2:102].

We see many people, being misled, learning magic, imagining that it is
merely prohibited, but ignorant of the fact that it constitutes unbelief . (Kufr).
They start to learn [Simia], which is a form of magic with many effects. One of
the effects is to separate a man from his wife; an other is to produce love in a
man's heart for his wife, as likewise hatred, through chanting certain obscure
words, most of which imply error and polytheism.

The prescribed penalty for a magician is to be killed, since magic
constitutes unbelief in Allah or something similar to unbelief. The prophet
(SAW) said: «Avoid the seven moxious thinags*, among which he mentioned
magic. Of course, noxious things are fatal. So a person should fear his Lord and
not dabble in things that makes him lose this world and the Next.

The prophet (SAW) is told to have said: «The prescribed penalty for a
magician is a stroke with the sword*. (Tirmidhi). The above tradition is, in
fact. Jundub saying and not the prophet's. Bajalah Ibn Abdah said: We received
a written command from «Umar Ibn al- Khattab, one year before his death to
kill every male and female magician. Wahab Bin Munabbeh is reported to have
said: «1 read in some books that Allah Most High says: «There is no deity
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yJ lyi£ *UJj Vj (*-fcyaj ^ Jyl*yj AIJI Oil* Si] *^i y A> j^jUaj

3*^* y 5y-SlI ^ 4J U o\yil

„ *
t Jaii Uly- Aj^Jajj y«-*Jl y 0jl>-JJ J ĈAII y IjJS liU ^y$
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The Third Major Sin24

except myself. Anyone who charms or who is charmed, who predicts or
who is predicted for, who excites or who is exeited does not belong to me».
Ali Ibn Abi Taleb (RAA) reported Allah’s Messenger (SAW) as saying: Three
types of people shall not enter the Garden: Those who are addicted to
wine, those who break family relationships, and those who believe in
magic». [Ahmad].

Ibn Mas'oud (RAA), in a report going back to the prophet (SAW), said:
«Spells, amulets, and incantations are polytheism». By these we mean beads
and amulets that ignorants hang around their own necks, or their children's and
animals’, thinking that they will ward off evil eye. But this is an echo of the
Pre- Islamic period; and any one who believes in them is Committing
polytheism. Others practise magic or spells, beleiving that someone other than
Allah has the power to remove affliction, produce love in the heart of a man
toward a woman, or repel the harm of evil- eye. But ascribing such power to
something other than Allah is polytheism.

Abu Sulayman al- Khattabi said: «If the invocation is by reciting verses of
the Qur'an or by mentioning honourable names of Allah, then it is permissible
because the prophet (SAW) used to pass his hands over Hassan's and Hussain’s
heads and bodies, saying: «With Allah's perfect words I commend you to
Allah's protection against every evil spirit or vampire and against every
envious eye; with the help of Allah and trusting Him alone».

For Benefit:
The sad fact is that many persons among the Muslim Community are not

aware of the major sins, and the warnings and threats of punishment have not
reached them. Consider, for example, the case of a prisoner of war from an
unbelieving nation. Perhaps a Turkish prince buys him. This prince himself
may not be very knowledgeable about Islam. Hence he teaches his servant the
two Shahadas, (Ashhadu an la ilaha ilia Allah wa ashhadu anna Muhammad
Rasul- Allah) making him pronounce them in Arabic. Perhaps after days the
slave will understand the meanings of them, and that is all. It may be that the
Prince will teach him to pray, or he may not. Perhaps the slave will memorise
al- Fatihah. So, what would this new Muslim know about the Islamic
obligations, prohibitions, and the major sins? If he ever came to know about
them and to avoid them that would be a great achievement- but such cases are
rare.

In fact, one can not be called sinful if he does not know what sin is, and
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The Third Major Sin26

Allah is Lenient and Merciful toward his servants. He says: «We do not
punish until we send a messenger* [al- Isra. 71:15]. For example, a group of
the leading Companions, who had migrated to Abyssinia, did not receive the
news of what had been revealed to the prophet (SAW) Concerning abligations
and prohibitions for several months. They were therefore blameless for not
acting upon the abligations or refraining from what had been prohibited, Due
to their ignorance of these matters, until they received the test of the Qur'an or
instructions from the prophet (SAW). Just like that, we can Consider people
blameless as long as they are ignorant of the commandments of Allah.
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The Fourth Major Sin

Not Praying

Allah Most High says: «Then there succeeded them descendants who
neglected prayers and ran after lusts. They shall meet with aimlessness
and perdition (Ghayy), except for the one who repents and believes and
acts righteously». [Maryam. 19: 59-60].

Ibn Abbas (RAA) explained that «neglected» here does not mean that they
abandoned prayers entirely, but that they delayed them to the end of the
prescribed periods. Said Bin Musayyab, an Imam following the generation of
the Companions, elaborated on this saying: It is to delay the noon prayer up to
the afternoon proyer time, the afternoon one up to Sunset, sunset one upto
evening, evening one up to morning, while delaying morning prayer until
almost sunrise. If anyone persisted on this manner and dies without repentence,
Allah promised to incur (Ghayy) on him, and that is a deep valley in Hell with
a foully taste.

Allah Most High says: «Woe to the worshippers who are unmindful as
they pray». [al - Ma'oun. 107:4-5]. «Unmindful» here means not serious in
their prayer... S’ad bin Abi Woqqas said: I asked Allah's Messenger (SAW)
about the meaning of «Unmindful» and he replied: «It is delaying the prayer up
to the end of the prescribed time». [Bazzar].

Allah Most High called them «Worshippers». But because they were not
serious and because they performed the prayer very late, He promised them
woe (Wayl) which is a severe punishment. Some says, Wayl is such a hot
Valley in Hell that it can melt all the mountains of the earth. It is also the
house for those who miss or delay prayers, except for the people who repent
and regret for the wrong they had done.

Allah Most High says: «You who believe, let neither your wealth nor
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The Fourth Major Sin30

your children distract you from remembering Allah and those who do so
will be the losers». [al- Munafiqoon. 63:9].

The interpreters say: «The remembrance of Allah in the verse means the
five daily prayers. If anyone is so busy in bying and selling or in earning his
living, or so busy with his property and children that he can not perfornn
prayers on time, he will be among the losers».

Thus Allah 's Messenger (SAW) said in this regard: «The first thing that
will be judged among a person’s deeds on the Day of Resurrection is the prayer.
If it is Completely correct, he will pass the test and prosper, and if it is
defective he will fail and will be one of the losers». (Tirmidhi).

Informing us about the people of Hell, Allah Most High says: «The
people of Hell will be asked: What caused you to enter Hell - fire? They
will say: We were not among the prayful nor did we feed the needy. We
speculated along with the speculators, and we used to deny the day of
judgement until (its) certainty came home to us. No intercession by any
mediators will benefit them».[al- Muddathir. 74:42-48].

The prophet (SAW) said: «The covenant observed between us and them
(the believers) is prayer, so the one who abandons it will be an infidel.
(Ahmad, Abu Da'wood, Nisaai, Tirmidhi, lb Majad, Ibn Hayyan) Hakim said:
It is no doubt a correct tradition. The prophet (SAW) also said: «What lies
between a man and infidelity is the abandonment of prayer». (Muslim).

Allah’s Messenger (SAW) is reported to have said: «If anyone misses the
afternoon prayer, his deeds will be of no avail». (Bukhari). And he said: «If
anyone abandons prayer delibrately, he will have no claim upon Allah.
(Sunan). And he said: «1 have been commanded to fight against men till they
testify that there is no deity but Allah and that Muhammad is Allah's
Messenger, observe the prayer and- pay alms (Zakat). If they do so, they will
keep their blood and their properties safe from my sword, except for what is
due to Islam, and their reckoning will be in Allah’s hands». (Muslim and
Bukhari). And he said: «If anyone keeps to prayer, it will be enlightment,
evidence, and rescue for him on the Day of Judgement, but if anyone does not
keep to it, it will not be enlightment, evidence, or rescue for him on that day
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32 The Fourth Major Sin

and he will be with Qaroun, Pharaoh, Haman, and Ubay bin Khalaf . (Imam
Ahmad ). Umar Ibn al- Khattab (RAA) said: «Anyone who forsakes prayer is to
have no share in Islam.

Some scholars have explained that the person who abandons prayer will be
raised with such a foursome, because he is diverted from his prayer through his
involvement with his wealth, property, administrative work, or his trade.
Hence, if he is involved with his wealth, he will be resurrected with Qaroun; if
with his property, then with Pharaoh; if with administrative work, then with
Haman; and if with his trade, then with ubay bin Khalaf, the headtrader of
unbelievers in Mecca).

Mu 'adh bin Jabal (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «If
anyone deliberately abondons a prescribed prayer, he has no claim to
Allah Most High». (Ahmad).

Umar Ibn al- Khattab (RAA) reported that a man came to the prophet
(SAW) and asked him: «Messenger of Allah, what action is dearest to Allah
Most High in Islam? The prophet (SAW) said: Prayer at its proper time.
Whoever abandons prayer has no religion. Prayer is the main pillar of
religion». (Baihaqi ) .

When Umar Ibn al- Kattab (RAA) had been stabbed, those present said to
him: «The prayer, Master of believers!». He said: yes, truly! Anyone who
forsakes prayer is to have no share in Islam», and thereupon he prayed while
his wounds were bleeding.

Abdullah Bin Shaqiq (RAA), one of the generation of Followers,said: The
Companios of the prophet (SAW) did not consider the abandonment of any of
man's deeds meaning Unbelief save the abondonment of prayer.

Ali Ibn Abi Taleb (RAA) was asked about the woman who does not pray,
and he replied: «Any person who does not pray is an unbelievers (Tirmidhi
and Hakim). Ibn Masoud said that the one who does not pray has no religion.
(Mundhiri). Ibn Abbas (RAA) said: The one who deliberately leaves off a
prayer will meet Allah and fing that he is angry with him (Mundhiri).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «When a person, neglecting his prayers,
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The Fourth Major Sin34

meets Allah, He will disregard any of his good deeds since he neglected the
prayer». (Tabarani). And Ibn Hazm said: «There is no greater sin after
polytheism than delaying the prayer from its time period, and killing a believer
without a just cause. Ibrahim Nakhai said : The one who has left off the prayer
has become a disbeliever, and Avyoub Sakhisitiani said: The thing istelf . Awn
bin Abdullah said: «When a person is interred in his grave the first thing he
will be asked about is the prayer. If it is acceptable, his other deeds will be
regarded, but it is not acceptable, no other deeds will be regarded».

The prophet (SAW) said: «If the servant of God performs the prayer in the
early part of its time period, his prayer will ascend taward heaven with a light
of its own until it reaches the Throne, where it asks forgiveness for that person
up to the Day of Resurrection, saying, O'God, preserve him as he preserved
me! But if he performs the prayer outside its time period, it will ascend toward
Heaven wrapped in darkness, when it reaches Heaven, it is folded up as a cloth
is folded and thrown back at his face, saying: «May Allah waste you as you
wasted me!». (Tabarani, Taialsi , and Baihaqi).

Abdullah bin Amru bin al- A's (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW)
as saying: There are three kinds of persons whose prayers God will not accept:
A leader whose people dislike; a master who enslaves a person after being
freed; and a person who performs a prayer after its proper time (Abu Da' wood:
Sunan). He also said: «A person who Combines two prayers without excuse,
will have done one of the great sins. (Hakim).

We appeal to Allah for guidance and help, for He is, in deed, the
Generous, the Magnanimous and the Most Merciful!.

«When to order a child to pray».

Abu Da'wood reported in (Sunan) Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Instruct the child to observe prayer when he is seven years old, and beat him
for (not observing) it at the time he is ten years old». In another report the
prophet was told to have said: «Order your children to pray at the age of seven,
and beat them for (not observing) it at the age of ten, and do not let boys and
girls sleep together in the same bed».

Imam Abu Sulayman al- Khattabi says: This tradition implies severe
punishment for the adults who abandon the prayer.

17



L\

i?o J r •r̂ r~' «it> \^\ f f' i£-n* - c\^fp \rn? : inf’ '
(i.) rri° ^ m*r*~7' [T^ *T r^r^1 ^ip*?*"* ^ ipr*'’"’* **? ^co

rr|« «*"* l\r*~T ^ jr0 rf °̂ iff* *

(° ) flP lp‘rl!r> t|<~p •q *> |pn» j^Y^o ” *~r> - i^r «—ro r~r ^T>I

( ? ) rri* irTir ri(Tri!r> f icr̂ '-tr -*-? II?
(^) CC|0 *̂ <r^r ?0 ft̂ •'̂ V’V} *fv •

( j^ ) -*> \^FT^1 fip<^5̂ *r* V? ^ o |p-T-̂ c0 ^ '
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0

|(jv 5^ -<^pp - n^l *~C ipnr ipnPH p p r?*V *~*rr?
rpi fc^ \ p ip '̂V^yp fĉ î \p irn^’ rarrp:
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The Fourth Major Sin36

Some followers of Imam Shafi'i take the above tradition as a substance
justifying putting the one who abandons prayer to death ofter reaching the age
of puberty, if he deliberately does that. They say: «If the non- praying person is
bound to be beaten at the age of ten, then he is bound to incur a more severe
punishment after adulthood, and there is nothing more severe than beating
except killing.

Scholars have disagreed about the type of punishment applied to the
person who abandons prayer. Malik, Shafi 'i, and Ahmad said: «The punishment
for the non- praying person is to strike off his head with the sword. They have
also disagreed about whether a person becomes a disbeliever if he lets the time
of prayer pass wihtout fulfilling it, while he has no excuse. Ibrahim al- Nakhai,
Ayyoub Sakhitiani, Abdullah Bin Mubarak, Ahmad bin Hanbal, and Ishaq
Rahawai say: «He is disbelievers They supported their judgement with the
above- cited traditions: The covenant between us and them (the believers) is
prayer, so the one who abandons it will be an infidel», and «what lies between
a man and in fidelity is the abandonment of prayers

«AdditionaI Chapter»

It is reported in a tradition( 1 ) that Allah Most High will bestow five
honours upon a person who keeps to the prescribed prayers: These are: He
eliminates his poverty and grave torment; He hands him his book (of deeds on
the Day of Judgement) in his right hand; He takes him over the Bridge (Sirat)
across Hell like lightning; and He lets him enter the Garden without
judgements

Otherwise Allah Most High prescribes fourteen penalties for the person
who neglects the prayer, five of which in this world, three when he dies, three
in the grave, and three when he leaves the grave. The penalties of this world
are: He takes away His blessings from his life; He wipes out the experssions of
righteousness from his face; He does not reward any of his deeds; Hie does not
lift up any of his calls to Heaven; and he has no share in the supplication of the

(1) This tradition was not proved to be correct. Alsyouti ascribed it to Ibn Najjar, (apparently
flase).
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The Fourth Major Sin38

righteous people. The three penalties at the time of death are: He dies servile;
he dies hungry; he dies thirsty even though he were watered with the seas of
this world. The three penalties in grave are: His grave becomes so small that
his ribs shrink and scufle; the grave will kindle a fire upon which he is thrown
day and night; and a snake called «the Scurfy Bald- headed Brave» whose eyes
are made of fire, and whose nails are made of iron, the length of each is one
day's journey, will be set on him. This snake whose voice is like thunder will
say: My God ordered me to beat you for delaying and missing the five daily
prayers. And whenever the snake beats him, he sinks seventy yards deep in
earth. He will remain there tortured till the Day of Judgement. But the
penalties after leaving the grave off in his stand for Judgement are: severity of
punishment; God’s anger; and lodging the Fire.

Ibn Abbas (RAA) said: When the Day of Judgement comes, man is
brought to stand before Allah Most High, who will give the order to send him
to the Fire. The man will ask: O'God, why? Allah Most High says: For
delaying prayers from their proper time and for taking a false oath in My name
(Perjury).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) is reported to have said to his Companions one
day: «Our God, do not leave among us any miserable or any bereaved from
good. He then asked them: Do you know who is that. They said: who is he
Messenger of Allah? He said: The person who abandons the prayer.

It is also reported that the first faces to blacken on the Day of Judgement
are the faces of the non- praying persons, and that there is a valley in Hell
called (al- Mulhem), which is inhabited by snakes each of which is the
thickness of a Camel’s neck and the length of one month journey. It will sting
the non- praying person and its poison will boil in his body for seventy years
where after his flesh will wear off .

A story - It is reported that a woman of the people of Israel came to
prophet Moses and said: O'Messenger of Allah, I committed a grave sin, but
then I repented to Allah Most High: Please, appeal to Allah that he accepts my
repentance and forgives my sin. Prophet Moses, upon him be peace, asked her:
What is your sin? She replied: Prophet of God, I committed fornication and
then gave birth to a baly- boy whom I killed. Prophet Moses then said: «Get
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The Fourth Major Sin40

away, you debauchee, lest a fire from heaven should burn us all for your
horrible sin!». Thereupon she left his presence broken- hearted. Thereafter
Gabriel descended and told Moses, why have you turned away a repentant
woman? Have you not found anyone worse than her? Moses asked: «Who could
such a one be ? Gabriel replied: «The one who abondons prayers intentionally
and persistently.

An other story - One of the venerable forefathers attended the burial of
his sister when a purse full of money fell in her grave. No body noticed that
until they had left the grave. When he remembered that later he made his way
back to the grave and opened it to look for his money. He found that the grave
was burning with fire on his sister, so he covered her again with soil and went
back to his mother weeping with grief. He called her: «Mother, tell me about
my sister and what she used to do?. The mother said: why do you ask about
her? He then told her that he had seen her grave in flames. The mother told her
son that his sister used to neglect the prayer and delay it from its proper time.
If that is the case of the one who delays the prayer, what will the case be for
the one who abandons it? We seek Allah's help to observe the prayer on'its time
period for He is the Most Generous and Magnanimous.

Chapter: In the punishment assigned to those who pray very swiftly and
do not perform bowing and prostrating Completely and properly. Those are
included in the meaning of the verse: «Woe to the worshippers who are
unmindful as they pray». [al- Ma'oun. 107:4-5].

Abu Hurairah (RAA) told that a man entered the mosque while Allah's
Messenger (SAW) was sitting in it. The man prayed and then came and greeted
the prophet. Allah's Messenger (SAW) returned his greeting and then said: «Go
back and pray, for you have not prayed». The man went back and prayed in
the same fashion as before, and then came and greeted the prophet. The prophet
returned his greeting and said: «Go back and pray, for you have not prayed».
After the third time, the man said: Messenger of Allah, I swear by God who
sent you that I do not know better than I did, so teach me. Then Allah's
Messenger (SAW) said: When you start to pray, say «Allahu Akbar», then
recite any portion of the Qur'an which is easy for you, then bow and remain in
that position for a while; then raise yourself and stand erect, then prostrate
yourself and remain doing that for a while; then sit for a while, then prostrate
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42 The Fourth Major Sin

your self again and remain so for a while; and do the same thing throughout
your prayer». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Imam Ahmad (RAA) reported Allha's Messenger (SAW) as saying if a
person does not stretch his spine when he is bowing or prostrating, his prayer is
not accepted or rewarded. (Abu Da'wood and Tirmidhi). The prophet (SAW)
also said that if anyone prayed and did not straighten his back properly after
bowing and prostrating, his prayer would be invalid. Similarly, all the
movements in the prayer should he done in leisurly manner.

The prophet was told to have said: «The most horrible kind of stealing is
stealing from the prayer». When he was asked: How is it possible to steal
from a prayer? He replied: «By not completing bowing and prostrating, and
not reciting (the Qur’an) in it».

Abu Hurairah reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Allah Most
High does not look at a man who does not straighten his spine between
bowing and prostrating». (Ahmad and Hakim).

He also said: «This is how the hypocrite prays: He sits watching the
sun Until the time it is about to rise or set(1 ). Then he gets up and races
through the prayer, only little remembering Allah in it. (Anas).

Abu Mussa (RAA) reported that one day the prophet )SAW) performed
prayer with his Companions. A man entered and started praying, and he did the
bowing and prostrating in a hurried manner. Then the prophet (SAW) said:
«See this! If he were to die, he would die on faith other than the faith of
Muhammad. He pecks swiflty at his prayer as a cow pecks at blood!.
(Produced by Abu Bakr bin Khuzaymah in his Sahih).

Umar Ibn Al- Khattab (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as
saying: «Every person will have, while perforning prayer, two angels; one
on his right side and one on his left side. If he Completed the prayer
properly, they would ascend it to Allah Most High, but if he did not do
that, they would beat his face with it»(2). [al- Siuti].

( 1 ) Literally; Until it is between the horns of the devil.
(2) Turn it back to him as a mark of being un accepted.
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LA^3 Ĉ JIJ L> I Jli ?L^IP v-J-̂ J-*-* ; J15 oJlS" U
Ojl^i> LLII>-1 cools'

^JJJ L 1 oJlij c 1 LJIS
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The Fourth Major Sin44

Ubadah bin Samit (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«If one made ablution in its best way, and then stood up for prayer, and
Completed his bowing and prostrating and recital from the Qur'an, the prayer
would say to him; May Allay preserve you as you have preserved me! Then he
ascends to heaven with the prayer that has a light and brightness of its own;
and the gates of heaven are opened for it until it reaches the presence of Allah
Most High, where it intercedes for the one who performed it. But if he does not
Complete bowing and prostrating or reciting in it, his prayer says to him «May
Allah waste you as you have wasted me! Then it ascends to heaven wrapped up
in darkness, but the gates of heaven remain closed. It is then folded up as a
garment is folded and thrown at the face of the one who performed it. (Tabalsi,
Baihaqi- Weak ascription).

Salman al -Farsi (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«The prayer is a measuring (instrument). If anyone Completed it properly,
the (scale) would be balanced for him. But if anyone is miserly with it, you
know what Allah Most High says concerning the miserly persons: «Woe
(Wayl) to the miserly ones!». (al- Mutaffifin. 83:1).

The miserly person is the one who gives less than the full measure while
weighing or measuring something or does not fully complete his prayer.
Therefore Allah has promised them (Wayl) which is so hot a valley in Hell that
Hell (itself) seeks help against it . We seek refuge in Allah from it.

Ibn Abbas (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «When
any of you prostrated himself, he should put his face, his nose, and his
hands on the ground, for Allah Most High has (indeed) revealed to me that
I should prostrate myself on seven bones: The forehead, the two palms, the
two knees, the two toes, and that i should not hold onto the hair or
clothing. If one prays and does not give an adequate share to each part of
the body, that part will curse him until he finishes his prayer». (Bukhari
and Muslim).

Hudhayfah Ibn al- Yaman saw a man praying but that man does not do the
bowing and prostrating compteley. He, (Hudhayfah) said to him: «You have
prayed, but if you die while performing such prayer, you will die a Non-
Muslim. (Bukhari-. In a report ascribed to Abu Da'wood, Hudhayfah asked the
man: «How long have you been praying like this?». The man said: «For forty
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$g§ A^P. (^JJl A3 j*** ^jwLJl -X*>» I ^ . Jli AJI

^ ^' J^J

Jl AlP <Ul
V » : Jli ? AJ}U>

O^J ^1 Co-l> wL>J>- l j» Lo^f 1

j <J?J A--LP 'y j->- j ^1 A& i 'y ®

: CMCr* ^> j~~i
L$JJJ

Jli gt All J

r"-
0 ) L -̂3 OPI((

J-̂ J

. ^ }« <0 jS>x̂ ) J
OolS til y~>- ^ O

_JJI <-*£ ji jiluJl o *>Lp diij)) : yfe Jli
•

(r)«SUi VI l«J -Oil /Ju V llji >i rU olk-i jj
Cxt J

<•^J^>- pi AJL>W? L> Ca^j 4) 1 J
:#! Ail J
jij U5 AJ >̂L̂ yii -Û AJU JJZ ^IP 0L0
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The Fourth Major Sin46

years». Hudhyafah said: You have not performed any proyer for forty years;
and if you were to die, you would die as a Non- Muslim(1).

Al- Hassan Al- Bassri used to say: «0' Ibn Adam! What thing of your
religion will be dear to you if you disdain your prayer, when it is the first thing
to be asked about on the Day of Judgement as we had seen in the Tradition
saying: «The first thing which will be judged among a person’s deeds on the
Day of Judgement is the prayer. If that is in good order, he will pass the test
and prosper, but if that is defective, he will fail the test and will be a loser. If
there is anything deficit regarding the prescribed prayer, Allah Most High
Will say (to the angels), [Look for any supererogatory prayers which my
slave had observed, so that they would make up what is deficient in his
prescribed prayers]; and all his deeds will be acted similarly». (Tirmidhi).

CHAPTER: PRAYING IN THE MOSQUE

In the punishment assigned to the person who abandons the
prayer in group (in the mosque) although he has the ability to

do so.

Allah Most High says: «One day when their shinbone will be laid bare
and they will be called upon to prostrate, but they will not be able to; with
their eyes cast down, disgrace will overwhelm them. They had been called
upon to prostrate while they were safe». [al- Qalam. 68:42-43].

It means that on the Day of Judgement, the disgrace of regret will
overwhelm them whereas on earth they were called upon to prostrate.

Ibrahim Taimi (RAA) says, in explanation, that they were called upon to
perform the prescribed prayer through the Adhan and Iqamah (the second call
to prayer). Sa’id Ibn Misayyab says: «They heard», come to prayer, come to
success, and did not respond, while they were healthy and safe.

(1) Literally, on a nature other then that of Muhammad.
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The Fourth Major Sin48

Ka'eb al- Ahbar said: «These verses were only revealed in regard to those
who did not join the congregational prayer. What can there be a stronger and
more suitable threat than this for those who left off the congregational prayer,
while they were able to attend it?».

It is reported that Allah's Messenger (SAW) has said: «1 intended giving
orders for prayer and having the Adhan called for it, then ordering a man
to lead the people in prayer, then we race along together with men having
bundles of dry wood toward people who do not attend the prayer in the
mosque and burn their houses over them with fire». [Bukhari and Muslim].

A blind man came to the prophet (SAW) and said: «Messenger of Allah, I
have no one to guide me to the mosque. He therefore asked the prophet for
permission to pray at home and the prophet granted him that. When the blind
man turned away, the prophet called him back and asked: «Can you hear the
Adhan (from your house?)». The man said: «Yes». Thereupon, the prophet
(SAW) said:

«Respond to it». (By coming to the mosque). (Muslim).

Amru Bin Umm Maktoum (RAA) reported that the blind man said in the
same tradition: «Messenger of Allah, Medina is full of dangerous creatures and
wild animals, and I am a blind man and I live at a distance, and my guide does
not fit me. Can I therefore have permission to pray at home?. The prophet
(SAW) asked him: «Do you hear the call (Adham)?» He replied: «Yes». The
prophet (SAW) said:

Then respond to it. You have no such permissions.

Here we see a blind man complaining about the difficulties he faces in
Coming to the mosque and the lack of a guide to lead him there. Nevertheless,
the prophet (SAW) did not give him permission to pray at home as long as he
was able to hear the Adhan. How, then, can there be an excuse for a healthy
man who can see?.

When Ibn Abbas (RAA) was asked about the man who used to fast during
the Congregational prayer, he replied: «If that person were to continue in this
way Until his death, he would end in the Fire.
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j
~
° jtj* »y yj

ij^-lj JU-j Jl s—AJUPI J
(y*jiyJl y ipL*̂ Jl O^L^? 'i/ j . UJa.* 0*)LuaJl N A^^>J| l^J| j-aUaJlj . ^ ^ -1

f.y ^"o y y tlj jiy O L̂AIL y J *wJa^yUl

24



The Fourth Major Sin50

Abu Hurairah (RAA) said: «Filling one's ear with molten lead would bebetter for him than to hear the call for prayer and not respond to it.

Ibn Abbas (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Ifsomeone hears the Adhan for prayer, there remains no excuse for him toperform it (in the mosque). When asked about the (nature of) the excuse, hereplied that it consists of fear of (expected danger) or illness.

Ali Ibn Abi Taleb (RAA) said: «There is no prayer for the neighbour of amosque except in the mosque». When he was asked: Who is the neighbour of amosque? He replied: The one who hears the Adhan.

Abdullah bin Mas'oud (RAA) said: If anyone is to be pleased to meetAllah on the Day of Judgement as a Muslim, he must keep to the five dailyprayers whenever they are called for. Allah has enacted the Sunan of truereligion; and the five prayers are a main part of true religion. If you pray athome as that one who did not come to the mosque, you will leave yourprophet's (Sunna); and if you leave the Sunna, you will go astray.

Only a well known hypocrite or a patient misses the congre gational prayer.

Although Rabf bin Khaitham was half paralysed, he used to come to theprayer supported by two men. When he was told: «AbuMulrammad, you are aninvalid and you have permission to pray at home», he said: «That is true, but Ican hear the caller to prayer saying, «come to prayer, come to success».

Therefore, the one who can respond to it should do that even though hehas to creep or crawl.

Hatem A'sam said: «When I once missed acongregational prayer,only Abu
Ishaq al- Bukhari offered me condolences (for such a tragedy), wheras if a
child of mine had died more than ten thousand people would have offered me
such condolences.

That is really because a misfortune in religion is less in the eyes of people
than a worldly misfortune,

Some of the righteous predecessors used to say: «Anyone who misses the
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w» ^ ĵ UJi ^y-3-!j

CO <SJJJ

. <J J . <J ^A>- y ( ^ )

. v
_-> jli*Jl_

j ^jP’liVl^ oljJL>Jl ! (^ )

< jr* J ° j=̂ J °S- j* cif ' £fy* if jr^ f '-0^ ' bajl ei

. <x^>Jl V tft (
(^>M N ) <Jyj . ^ jJLJl ^JU liy^ ^JU^Jl ol_

jj (O

^ ^ -V- j! ^ if } £r-̂ ' ^ 0 ^

AJJI• r** <r>JJJ

• *3**”*. if } j 4*+m >+»0 0L>- f } j Ajta y\ oljj

25



The Fourth Major Sin52

congregational prayer is Committing an evil deed».

Ibn Umar (RAA) said: «One day, Umar went to a palm grove of his and
when he returned the people had already performed the afternoon prayer.
Thereupon, Umar said: «(Inna lil- lahi wa Inna Ilayhi Rajioun)- truly, we
belong to Allah, and truly, unto him is our return! I have missed the afternoon
prayer in Congregation! Be my witnesses that I give my palm grove in charity
for the needy so as to be an atonement for what Umar has done.

Attending the morning and the evening prayer at the mosque is, in
particular, is strongly emphasized because the prophet (SAW) said: «These
two prayers are the most difficult for hypocrites. Had people known the
reward for these two prayers, they would have come crawling to them».
(Bukhari and Muslim).

Ibn Umar also said: «If a person did not come to the evening or morning
prayer, we would have the bad impression that he is a hypocrite».

A Story:

Ubaidullah bin Umar Qawariri said: «1 never missed the evening
congregational prayer until a guest came to my house on night and I stayed in
his company and missed the evening prayer. So I went out looking for any
mosque in the city of Basra where I can catch the prayer, but in vain. I found
that people had already prayed, and mosques had been closed. I returned home
saying to myself: «It is reported in the tradition that the Congregational prayer
is twenty- seven times better than individual one». So I prayed the evening
prayer twenty- seven times over and then went to sleep. I dreamed that I was
with a group of people who were racing on horses. I was also racing with them
on my horse but I was failing behind them. I kicked my horse to catch up with
them but I could not. One of them turned to me and said: Do not urge your
horse, for you will not be able to catch up with us.

I asked: «Why not?»

He replied:

«We prayed the evening in Congregation but you prayed it alone».
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The Fourth Major Sin54

I woke up deeply grieved.

We ask Allah for help and guidance. Truly, He is the Generous and the
Magnanimous.
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The Fifth Major Sin

Not Paying Zakat

Allah Most High says:

«Let not those who are miserly with what God has given them of his
bounty consider it better for them; rather it will be worse for them! What
they were miserly with will be bound around their necks on the Day of
Resurrections [A'l Imran. 3:108].

«Woe to the polytheists who do not pay welfare tax (Zakat)» [Fussilat.
41: 6-7].

«Announce painful torment to those who heard gold and silver and do
not spend them for God’s sake. Some day (these metals) will be heated up
in Hell - fire, sotheir foreheads, sides, and backs may be branded with it.
And it will be said to them) «This is what you have hoarded up for
yourselves, so taste what you have been hoardings [al- Taubah 9:34-35].

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: If
anyone who possesses gold and silver does not pay what is due on it (of
Zakat), his gold and silver will be beaten out for him as plates of fire on
the Day of Resurrection. They will be heated in the fire of Hell, and his
forehead, sides, and back will be cauterised with them. Each time they are
cooled off, they will return to him, during a day whose length will be fifty
thousand years, until Allah’s Judgement is pronounced upon mankeind
and he sees whether his path takes him to Paradise or to Hell». He was
asked: Messenger of Allah; What about camels? He replied: If anyone who
owns camels does not pay whatever (Zakat) is due on them, he will be
thrown down in an even smooth plain spread out for them. He will find on
the Day of Resurrection that they all (not a single one missing) will
trample him with their hoofs and bite him with their mouths. As often as
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The Fifth Major Sin58

the first one passes him, the last will be brought back to him during a day
whose length is fifty thousand years, Until Allah's judgement is passed
upon mankind and he sees whether his path takes him to the Garden or to
the Fire. He was asked: Messenger of Allah, what about cattle and sheep? He
replied: «If any owner of cattle and sheep does not pay whatever is due on
them, he will be thrown down, on the Day of Resurrection, in a flat smooth
plain. There will not be among one them anyone with a twisted or a broken
horn, nor any without horns; and they will all gore him with their horns
and trample him with their hoofs. As often as the first of them passes him.
the last will be brought back to him during a day whose length will be fifty
thousand years, until Allah's judgement is pronounced upon mankind and
he sees whether his path takes him to the Garden or to the Fire». (Bukhari
and Muslim).

The prophet (SAW) said: «The first three types of people to enter the
Fire are: Aruler who lords over people; a wealthy person who does not pay
the right of God (Zakat) from his property; and a vinglorious poor person
(one through whose arrogance and false pride deprives his family from
their share in public treasury Zakat or Sadaqah, although they need such
help)».

Ibn Abbas (RAA) said: «If a person has enough wealth that enables him to
make the Hajj (Piligrimage) to Allah's house but he does not perform it, or if
his wealth requires paying welfare tax (Zakat) and does not pay that, he will
ask God, at the time of his death, to return again to life». At this point a man
said to him: «Fear God, Ibn Abbas! Only the unbeliever will ask to be returned
to life. Ibn Abbas, then, added saying: Let me recite a verse of the Qur'an in
this concern. Allah Most High says: «Spend something from whatever we
have provided you with before death comes to one of you and he says: My
lord, if you would only delay things for me for a short while, then I will act
charitably and become righteous. [Al- Munafiqoon. 63:10]. Act charitably
and righteously here means paying the Zakat and performing the Hajj. When
Ibn Abbas was asked about the obligation of Zakat, he replied: «If a person's
wealth reaches two hundred «Dirhams», paying the Zakat becomes obligatory,
and Hajj becomes obligatory when one has the necessary provisions and the
mount (that is, the animal to ride upon)».

No Zakat is obligatory on the jewellery which is in use. But if it is stored
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. j ŝil ZJJ~S*+}\ : t-Ld. .̂lIj ‘Oji U ij^S ^1 :*U*l>Jlj t jyAI ijĵ LJl : ^ )
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The Fifth Major Sin60

or chartered by others, Zakat becomes due on it. Zakat is also obligatory on
trade bargains.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «If God gives
wealth to a person and he does not pay Zakat from it, his wealth will be
represented to him on the Day of Judgement as a bald (monster) with two
long and thick bundles of hair that encircle him while the monster cries

out: «1 am your money, I am your treasury». Then he recited the following
verse: «Let not those who act niggardly with any of His bounty Allah has
given them Consider it is better for them; rather it will be worse for them;
They will be charged on Ressurrection Day with anything they were so
niggardly about...». [Al - Imran. 3:180] (Bukhari).

In explaining the verses of Al- Taubah (9:34-35) which have been quoted
before, Ibn Mas’oud say: «On the Day of Resurrection, one Dinar will not be

placed on top of another Dinar, nor a Dirham on top of another Dirham; rather,

a person's skin will be stretched so much that each (heated) Dinar and Dirham

will have a place to cauterise him.

If it is asked: «Why has God singled out the forehead, the side, and the

back (for mention in this verse?) The answer is: Because when the miserly rich

man sees a poor fellow, he frown wrinlles his forehead and turns his side to

him, and when the poor fellow comes close to him, he turns away, showing his

back. This is why these parts of the body are to be cauterised, and in order that

the punishment becomes the deed.

The prophet (SAW) said: «Five for Five». When he was asked: What does
five for five mean? He replied: «When people break a commitment, Allah
gives their enemy power over them; When they judge in Contrast to what
Allah has revealed, poverty spreads among them; When lewdness appears
among people, death prevails; when they give short measure and weight,
they are struck with famine and shortages of vegetation; and when they do

\

not pay Zakat, rain is «with held» from them. (Mundhiri and Tabarani).

Sermon: (Moral lesson). «Tell those whose deception in this world took
all their time, perdition will be tomorrow. When there comes death to them, all
they piled up will be of no avail once their wealth is heated in the fire of Hell
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inŝ ; ir^v—sr19



The Fifth Major Sin62

and their forheads, and backs are branded. How did they forget Allah's words
and were unmindful in this regard. Gold and silver will be taken to the house
where punishment is moulded, and where they will be heated in a furnace so as
torment becomes more severe. They will be beaten into sheets in order that
branding covers the whole body. Then the one who does not adhere to the
straight path (of Islam) will be brought. He strives to reach a place with people
other than those whose light speeds up. (across the heavens). The gold and
silver are heated in the fire Hell, where their foreheads, sides, and backs are
branded. If a poor fellow met them, he would meet harm. If he asked them for
anything, a flame of anger would fly up from their eyes like a fire brand. If
they were gentle to him, they would say: «We have helped you with so and so.
Had our God wished, He would have enriched the needy and made the other in
need. They had forgotten God's wisdom in making this one rich and that one
poor. How surprising is the grief they will meet in their graves when their
wealth is heated in the fire of Hell and their foreheads, sides, and backs are
branded!? The heir will easily inherit their wealth, and the one who piles up
money will be asked about the source of his wealth. He gains thorns while the
heir gains the (nice) fruits. Where is the miserliness of those who hoard money
and where are their minds when their wealth is heated in the fire of Hell and
their foreheads, sides, and backs are branded? If only you saw them among
layers of fire, turning over the firbrands of Dinares and Dirhams. Their right
and left (hands) boil due to their miserliness though they were rich. If only you
saw them in Hell drinking hot water while they lost their patience, when their
wealth is heated and their foreheads, sides, and backs are branded. How many a
time were they warned in this world but none of them listened. How many a
time were they alarmed of Allah's punishment, but none of them feared. How
many a time were they instructed to pay Zakat, but none did that. It is as if
their money had turned into a brave bald (minster). It will not be Moses' stick
nor Mount sinai, when it will be heated in the fire of Hell, and their forotheads,
sides, and backs are branded.
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JUl î -i

c

M jl5^
UP iLi

u ^1

£*i ' je

.<JZA)\J *W-AJJLJ Jb-X>j\5 OIJLUJI <j jir^i t* j> Ujjjl jl o:jjl ( ^ )
.JI>JI :^U^l (T )

^ jSzs COJI J~SJJ (^yj L$-̂ * !**•>- |̂r^* •j-W< (^)

- ^L-̂ L* —A J

.^UJl (O
,fSJl 4-U UP y. -4l ^ tS-Ul .U- j>.J*- Jl!jLiJ V ( 0 )

31



The Fifth Major Sin64

A Story:

Muhammad bin Yousef al- Faryabi is told to have said: «1 went with a
group of my friends to visit Abi Sinan. When we entered the house and sat with
him, he said: «Let us all go and pay our condolences to a neighbour of ours
whose brother had died. We stood up and went with him to that man's
house, and we found him weeping bitterly and lamenting for his brother. We
expressed our solace and Condolence, but he would accept none of them. So we
said: Don ' t you know that death is something inevitable? He replied: «Yes»,

but I am weeping for the punislment my brother is going through day and night.
We asked him: Has God informed you about the Unseen? He replied: «No», but
after I had buried my brother and smoothed the earth on his grave and people
had left, I sat down by his grave. I heard a voice coming out of the grave
saying: «Ah, I am alone suffering punishment! I used to pray. I used to fast!».
Then the man added: «1 became very agitated and opened the grave to see what
was’happening. I saw the grave in flames, with a ring of fire around his neck.

Full of pity for my brother, I stretched out my hands to take off this ring of fire,
but my fingers and hands got burned. Then he stretched out his hand to us and
we saw' that it was burned and blackened with fire. Then he said: «1 covered his
grave with earth and left away. So how Can I help weeping and mourning for
him?». We asked: «What wrong thing had your brother done in this world?».
He replied: «He had never paid any Zakat from his property». Thereupon we
rtcited the verse: «Let not those who act niggardly with any of His bounty

Ailah has given them consider it is better for them; rather it will be worse
ftgTthem; they will be charged on Resurrection Day with anything they

niggardly about...» [AT Imran. 3:180]. And we said to him: «Your
bi^aher's punishment has been hastened on before the Day of Judgement».

We left that man and went to see the prophet's Companion «Abu Dharr»

^§*4) and told this story to him, adding: «We see that the Jews and Christians
but we do not observe such a thing among them. Abu Dharr said: «As for

those, they are certainly in the Fire. But Allah shows you sometimes the
$faaltv of the believers so as to consider and to learn a lesson. Allah Most
High says: «Then whoever sees, it is for his ownself* [al- An'aam. 6104]
and: «Your Lord is never unjust to His servants*. [Fussilat. 41:46].

We ask Allah forgiveness and protection. Indeed He is the Generous and
the Magnanimous!.
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The Sixth Major Sin

Not Fasting On A day of Ramadan Without Excuse

Allah Most High says:

«You who believe, fasting has been prescribed for you just as it was
prescribed for those before you, so that you may do your duty to Allah, on
days which have been planned ahead. Any of you who is ill or on a journey
has to choose a number of other days» [al- Baqarah. 2:183-184).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said:
«Islam is based on five principles: The «Shahadah» (witnessing that

there is no deity but Allah and that Muhammad is His servant and
Messenger); The prayer; The Zakat; The Hajj, and the Sawm (fasting
during Ramadan month). (Bukhari and Muslim).

«The one who did not fast one day of Ramadan without an excuse
would not make up for it by fasting all his lifetime, even if he were to do
that» .

Ibn Abbas (RAA) said: «Islam bonds and the principles of religion are
three things: Witnessing that there is no deity except Allah, the prayer, and
fasting during Ramadan. Anyone who abandons any of these becomes an
unbeliever». We seek refuge in Allah from that.
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The Seventh Major Sin

Not Performing Piligrimage (Hajj),
While Being Able to do so

Allah Most High says:

«Piligrimage to the House (K'abah) is a duty imposed upon people by
God, for anyone who can afford a way to do so». [A'l Imran. 3:97].

Ali Ibn Abi Taleb (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «If
anyone possesses sufficient provision and transportation to take him to Allah 's
House but he does not perform the Hajj; He will die as a Jew or a Christian.
That is because Allah Most High says: «Piligrimage to the House is a duty
imposed upon people by God, for anyone who can afford a way to do so».
(Tirmidhi and Baihaqi).

Umar Ibn al- Khattab (RAA) said: «1 intended to send messengers to
various regions to see who had the capability to perform the Hajj and did not
do so, and then to impose (Jizyah)- (The head- tax on Non Muslim subjects)
upon them, for those are not Muslims (Sa'id Bin Mansour).

Ibn Abbas (RAA) said: «If a person had enough wealth that enables
him to make the Hajj to Allah's House but does not perform it, or if his
wealth requires paying welfare tax (Zakat) and does not pay that, he will
ask God at the time of his death, to return again to life». And he was told:
Only the Unbelievers will ask to be returned. He said: This is in the Book
of Allah: «Spend something from whatever we have provided you with
before death comes to one of you and he says: My Lord, if you would only
delay things for me for a short while, then I will act charitably and become
righteous». [Al- Munafiqoon. 63-10]. Act charitably and righteously here
means paying the Zakat and performing the Hajj: «And Allah will never
postpone things for any soul once its deadline has arrived. God is informed
about anything you do» [Al- Munafiqoon. 63:11]. He was asked: «When does
Zakat become abligatory?» He replied: «When wealth reaches the amount of
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The Seventh Major Sin70

two hundred Dirhams or its equivalent Value of gold». He was then asked
about the obligation of Hajj and he replied: Hajj becomes abligatory when one
has the necessary provisions and the mount».

Sa'id bin Jubair said: «A well- to- do neighbour of mine died without
having performed the Hajj, and therefore I did not pray over him (the funeral
prayer).
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The Eighth Major Sin

Disrespect to Parents

Allah Most High says:
«Your Lord had decreed that you should worship nothing except Him

and treat your parents kindly. Whether either of them or both of them
should attain old age (While they are) still with you, never say to them
(uff) naoughty, nor repulse either of them. Speak to them in a generous
fashion (gentle words). And, out of mercy, lower to them the wing of
humility and say: My Lord, have mercy on them as they took care of me
when I was a little child». [al- Isra'a. 17: 23-24].

Treating parents hindly means taking care of their needs with reverence
and gentleness, while never say (uff) to them means not to resent their senility
and mistakes due to old age. It is your task to serve them as they had served
you when you were a little child. The greater favour, of course, belongs to the
one who did it first. Whatever good you do them can not be equal to their prior
favour. You have, therefore, to bear patiently any trouble from them until they
pass away.

Allah Most High says:
«Thank Me as well as your parents; towards Me lies the goal».

[Luqman. 31:14]. Just see how Allah has linked gratitude to parents with
gratitude to Himself.

Ibn Abbas (RAA) said: «Three verses of the Qur'an have been revealed,
and each of them concerns two sides together, either of which is not acceptable
without the other. Allah Most High says:

1- «Obey Allah and obey the Messenger»(1). Therefore, if someone obeys
Allah and does not obey the prophet, it will not be accepted from him.

(1) This tradiction is reported by Tirmidhi, Nisa'ai. and Ibn Majah. But it is not proved correct.
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2- Then Allah Most High says: «Establish the prayer and pay the
Zakat»(1 ). And if someone performs the prayer and does not pay Zakat, it will
not be accepted from him. Allah Most High also says: «Thank Me as well as
your parents». Therefore, if someone is thankful to Allah but not to his
parents, it will not be accepted from him. That is why the prophet (SAW) said:
«Allah's pleasure consists in the pleasure of parents and Allah's anger consists
in the anger of parents».

Ibn Amru (RAA) reported that a man asked the prophet's permission to go
to Jihad (fighling in the cause of Allah). The prophet (SAW) asked him: Are
your parents alive? He replied: «Yes». Then the prophet said to him: «Exert
yourself on their behalf». (Bukhari and Muslim) Just see how the prophet
(SAW) preferred serving parents to fighting in the cause of Allah!.

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «Behold! I shall inform you about the
greatest of major sins: ' Associating anything with Allah and disrespect to
parents». See how the prophet (SAW) Connected disrespect to parents with
associating anything to Allah. And he said: «A person who is disresprectful to
his parents, and a person who keeps reminding others of the fovour he has done
to them, and a person who is addicted to wine will not enter the Garden.
(Bakhari and Muslim).

The prophet (SAW) said: Had Allah known of something more minor than
the word (uff), He would have prohibited that. No matter what the person who
is disrespectful to his parants does, he will not enter the Garden; and no matter
what the person who is dutiful to his parents does, he will not enter the Fire (2)

And he said: «Allah has cursed the person who abuses his father; Allah has
cursed the person who abuses his mother». (Mundhiri). And he said: «Allah
may postpone the punishment of any sin until the Day of Resurrection save
disrespect to parents; its punishment is made swift». (Mundhiri). He means that
punishment starts in this world, prior to the Day of Resurrection.

K'ab al- Ahbar said: «Allah hastens the perdition of a person who is
disrespectful to his parents , and he lengthens the life of a person who is dutiful
to his parents, increasing his good deeds and wealth». Being dutiful to parents
means to spend on them when they are in need.

(1) (al- Nur. 24:54)- (Muhammad. 47:33) (al- Taghabun. 64:12).

(2) (al- Bagarah. 2:110) and numerous other places in the Qur'an.
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rnr 5̂ i^ îr •r^> nf ic itf r^T «KF IP̂ KI sic

itrrr
<^f l (̂ |p?C efa V^p fcp^> ))(0 VC jfvrCn, tprn rf

r«ip H£ : «sP irrP"^ iif ^ n rr if 5 ?rj ifrr> \ Kr»(o
iff inf PV0’" rnP H& : «^ 1^ir^>’ rrv^P irP n rr ic fHn’ fP7 "^^P iRr »(» ' rfiP HS: «fvi?

^ IT’ r*̂ |tt>
? * T ?

frH^ inf 1 71” ic VvP’ fp7 fa-^P
r̂ ^ flP : « P* -cr*1 iff

ri<^~ic c<rPp pif * rO ic r<~rp wWfctW- « K
ifCr̂ ip prp’ r^"p ip"

ir̂ »a) fi p̂ Pr̂ {c i <n^°. ir̂ r^ ir̂
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The Eighth Major Sin76

Aman Came to the prophet (SAW) and said: «Messenger of Allah, my
father wants to take all my property. The prophet said: «You and all your
wealth belong to your father. ( Ibn Majah).

Q'ab- al- Ahbar was asked about the meaning of «disrespect to parents», to
which he replied: «If his Father or Mother assigns him a task, he does not do it;
If he disobeys their orders; if they ask him help and he does not offer anything
to them; and if they entrust him with a thing, he cheats them in it .

Ibn Abbas (RAA) was asked: «Who are the people of the Heights, and
what are «the Heights?» (al- A ' raf.7: 46, 48). He repleid: «As for the Heights,
it is a mountain between the Garden and the Fire. It is so called because it
overbooks the Garden and the Fire, and there are trees, fruits, rivers, and
springs of water on it . As for the people who will be on the Heights, they are
those who set out for Jihad without the consent of their fathers and mothers,
and were killed in the battle. Their being killed for the cause of Allah prevents
them from entering the Fire, while their disobedience to their parents prevents
them from entering the Garden. Therefore, they remain on the Heights until
Allah decides their case. (Sa 'id bin Mansour and Ibn Majah).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported that a man came to the prophet (SAW) and
asked: «Messenger of Allah, who is the most deserving of friendly care from
me?». He replied: «Your mother», the man asked: «Who comes next?» and he
replied: «Your mother». The man (Thirdly) asked: Who comes next?, and the
reply was: «Your mother». The man repeated the same question and the
prophet (SAW) replied: «Your father, then the nearest before the nearer». Thus
the prophet (SAW) gave three times as much weight to the mother as to the
father when it comes to good treatment from a child. That is because mother's
love and tenderness for her child is greater in addition to what she suffers
during pregnancy, childbirth, breast- feeding and sitting up at night.

Ibn Umar (RAA) saw a man carrying his mother on his shoulders and
roaming with her round the Ka'ba. The man said: «0' Ibn Umar, do you think I
have paid back my debt to her? Ibn Umar replied: «Your effort is not equal to a
single one of her labor pains. Nonetheless, you are doing well, and Allah will
give you a great reward for the little you are doing.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Four
kinds of persons God has the right not to let them enter the Garden, nor to let
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The Eighth Major Sin78

them taste its favours: One who is addicted to wine; One who accepts interest
(Usury); One who Unjustly devours the wealth of an orphan' and one who is
Undutifut to his parents, unless they repent. (Hakim ans Mundhiri).

The prophet (SAW) said: «The Garden is Under the feet of mothers».

A man came to Abu Darda'a (RAA) and said: «Abu Darda'a, I have
married a woman and my mother orders me to divorce her». Abu Darda'a said
to him: I have heard the prophet (SAW) saying: «A parent is the central gate of
the Garden, so it is up to you to lose this gate or to guard it». (Ibn Majah and
Tirmidhi).

The prophet (SAW) said: There are three (kinds of) supplications which
are no doubt accepted: The supplication of the oppressed, the supplication of
the traveller, and the supplication of the parent for a child». (Mundhiri and
tirmidhi).

And he said: «The maternal aunt (mother's sister) has the same status as a
mother, deserving good treatment, respect, visitation, and tenderness».
(Tirmidhi).

Wahb bin Munabbeh said: Allah Most High revealed to the prophet
Moses, to whom may Allah's blessings ^nd safe- keeping be granted, «Musa,
dignify your parents, for whoever dignifies his parents, I increase his life span
and give him children who dignify him; but if someone disrespects his parents,
I shorten his life span and give him children who disrespect him».

Abu Bakr bin Abi Maryam said: «1 read in the Torah that anyone who
strikes his father is to be killed».

Wahab said: «1 read in the Torah that any one who strikes his mother is to
be stoned to death».

Amru bin Murrah al- Jahmi told that a man came to Allah's Messenger
(SAW) and said: «Messenger of Allah, if I pray the five daily prayers, fast
throughout Ramadan, pay Zakat and perform the Hajj to the House of Allah,
what will I gain? Allah Messenger replied: «Anyone who does these will be
with the prophets, martyrs, righteous and trustworthy men, provided that he has
not disrespected his parents. (Ahmad and Tabarani). And the prophet (SAW)
said: «May Allah's curse fall upon the one who disrespects his parents». He
was also reported to have said: «1 saw, during the Night jourmey, (Isra’a) a
group of people in the Fire who were hung upon tree trunks of fire, and I asked
Gabriel about them. Gabriel replied: Those used to revile their fathers and

39



79

fc*Jl » : g|§ J l i j 0)« 1 o! Nl AjjdljJ JUJIJ iQt JU J5lj
UL !Jlii AIP AJJI j ^» 1 cJ^"^ *U- j ^Ijil ĉ s>ej
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The Eighth Major Sin80

mothers when they were in the world. (A tradition of good ascription.
Musanef).

It is told that as much brands of fire are thrown into the grave of the
person who abuses his parents as drops of rain fall from the sky. It was also
told that if a disrespectful person is buried, his grave will be compressed upon
him till his ribs shrink and scufle, and that the most horrible punishment will
be reserved, on the Day of Jadgement, for three kinds of persons' the idolator,
the adulterer, and the one who is disrespectful to his parents.

Bishr said: Anyone who draws near to his mother so as to listen to what
she says is far better then the one who uses his sword in the way of Allah, and
to look at her is far better than anything else.

A man and his wife came to the Mesenger of Allah (SAW), in dispute
about the custody of their child. The man said: «Messenger of Allah, my son
came from my loins»; and the wife said: «Messenger of Allah, he carried him
lightly (as a sperm) and delivered him through lust, while I carried him as a
burden and delivered him in pain and breastfed him for two whole years».
Thereupon Allah's Messenger (SAW) trusted the custody of the child to his
mother.

Sermon (Moral lesson):
You, wasteful of most certain duties, displeased of nice treatment to

parents; you, Undutiful, forgetful of what he ought to do, unmindful of what
there is in his hands. Dutifulness to parents is a debt upon you, while you
exercise it by doing disgraceful deeds. You assume that your claim is the
Garden while it is under the feet of your mother. For nine months, she bore you
in her abdomin as though she had performed nine piligrimages. She had
suffered dreadful pains during delivery. She beastfed you milk from her breast.
For your sake, she dismissed slumber (from her eyes) and washed your dirt off
with her right hand. She would rather feed you than feed herself . Her belly she
made a bed for you, and she offered you help and support. If you fell ill or
Complained of anyting, she would show endless sorrow and grief . She would
grumble and groan,and pay her money to the physician. If she were to choose
between your life and her death, she would, in a loud voice, choose your life.
How many a time you have mistreated her while she secretly and publicly
supplicated to God for giving you pleasure. When, as an old woman, she was in
need to you, you considered her as the mot unimportant thing to you; you got
fed up while she was hungry; you got your drink while she was thirsty. You
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preferred your wife and children to her, and forgot all her favours. Her
condition seemed difficult to you while it is too easy. You abandoned her while
you were her only aid. Allah will punish you in this world with facing
disrespect of your children and in the Next with being far away from the Lord
of the Worlds. And Allah is not unjust to his servants.

Your mother, if only you knew, has many obligations upon you.
Your much, man, is very little for God, compared whith her favours.
How many a night she complained of your heavy weight!.
Through her inner illness she sends out moans and groans.
During delivery she has hard toil that you don't know.
The one who hears her agony feels his heart is flying.

How many a time she washed your dirt with her right hand!
And her lap has been as a bed for you to rest at.
She would sacrifice her life for yours.
Your drink of pure milk comes through her breast.

How many a time she went hungry and gave you her food!
Through sympatly and passion when you were a little child.
Woe to a preson who has reason and runs after his wish.
And woe to the blind- hearted who is able to see.
She is before you; plead for her supplication
For which you are madly in need.

(A Story):
It was told that, at the time of the prophet (SAW), there was a young man

called Alqamah. He was very diligent in obeying God by engaging in prayer
and fasting and spending in charity. This man fell ill and when his illness
became srious, his wife sent a message to the prophet (SAW) telling: «My
husband Alqamah is dying and I wanted to inform you about his condition. The
prophet (SAW) sent Ammar. Suhaib, and Bilal saying to them: «Go to him and
let him say and repeat the SHAHADAH- I testify that there is no deity but
Allah, and Muhammad in the Messenger of Allah». They went to him, entered
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The Eighth Major Sin

his house and found him in the agony of death. They asked him to repeat «La
Ilaha Ilia Allah», but his tongue was unable to utter the words. At that, they
sent (someone) telling the prophet (SAW) that he was unable to repeat the
shahadah. The prophet (SAW) asked : «Is either of his parents alive?». He was
told that his mother is, but she is very old. The prophet (SAW) sent her a
message asking her to come to him if she was able to, or otherwise she should
stay at home till the prophet comes to her. The messenger came to her and told
her the prophet's message. She said: «May my life be a ransom for him; It is I
who ought to go to him. She then stood up leaning on her walking stick, and
came to the prophet, and greeted him. The prophet (SAW) returned her
greeting and said to her: «Umm Alqamah, tell me the truth, for otherwise Allah
Most High will reveal the truth to me! How was the situation of your son
Alqamah?. She repleid: «Messenger of Allah, he prays much, fasts a great deal
and spends a great amount in charity». The prophet (SAW) asked: «What about
yourself?». She said: «Messenger of Allah, I am angry with him. He said:
«Why?» She replied: «He has preferred his wife to me and disobeyed me».
Then Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «Umm Alqamah, surely your anger has
prevented Alqama's tongue from uttering the shahadah». He then turned to
Bilal and asked him to go out and collect a quantity of firewood. She said:
«Messenger of Allah, what do you plan to do? He replied: «1 will burn him in
front of your eyes». She said: Messenger of Allah, he is my son! My heart can
not bear seeing you do that! He said: «Umm Alqamah, Allah's torment is more
severe and more lasting! Therefore, if you want Allah to forgive him, be
contented with him. I swear by God in whose Hand my soul is, Alqamah 's
praying, fasting, and spending in charity, are all of no benefit to him as long as
you are angry with him. Thereupon she said: «Messenger of Allah, I call upon
Allah Most High and His angels and the Muslims who are present to be my
witnesses that I am contented with my son Alqamah». Allah's Messenger
(SAW) said: «Bilal, go to him and see if he is now able to say «La Ilaha Ilia
Allah» or not. It may be that Umm Alqamah is saying something (for my sake)
which is not in her heart». As soon as Bilal reached the door of Alqamah's
house, he heard him saying La Ilaha Ilia Allah. Bilal entered the house and
remarked: «It is true that the anger of Alqamah’s mother prevented his tongue
from uttering the Shahadah, while her pleasure set it free».

84

Alqamah died the same day. The prophet (SAW) came to him and gave
orders for his washing ans shrouding and then he prayed the funeral prayer for
him and buried him. There after, he stood by his grave and said: «Listen you,
Company of Immigrants (Muhajireen) and Helpers (Ansar), if anyone
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^JtS* oMŝaJl ^ <bt dj—j L : cJU « ?î ilp
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The Eighth Major Sin86

favours his wife over his mother, Allah and his angels and all mankind will
curse him! Allah does not accept his beneficience and his uprightness
unless he repents towards Allah, the glorious, the Majestic and reconciles
with his mother and attain her pleasure, for Allah’s pleasure consists in
her pleasure and Allah’s anger consists in her anger». (Tabarani and
Ahmad).

We ask Allah to take with our hands so as to please him and avoid his
anger. Truly, He is the Generous, the Magnanimous, the conpassionate the
Merciful.
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The Ninth Major Sin

A bandoning Relatives

Allah Most High says:
«Heed God through whom you hold one another responsible as well as

the ties of kinship». [al - Nisa’a. 4:41].
«Would you by any chance, if you assumed power, cause havoc on

earth and break your ties of relationship. Those are the ones whom God
has cursed; He has made them deaf and blinded their eyesight.
[Muhammad.47: 22-23].

. Those who fulfill God's agreement and do not break the covenant;
those who link together (the ties of relationship) that Allah has ordered to
be linked and dread their Lord and fear the worst reckoning [al- R'ad.13:
20-21].

••

By it (the Qur'an), He lets so many go astray, and by it He guides so
many. Yet only the immoral persons are led astray by it. Those who break
Allah's agreement after they have pledged to keep it, and sever whatever
God has ordered to be joined, and do wickedness on earth- those are the
losers, [al- Baqarah.2: 26-27].

The greatest covenant is that between the individual human and his Lord,
concerning what Allah trusted to his servants.

Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said: «Anyone who breaks ties of family
relationship will not enter the Garden». (Bukhari and Muslim). The
warning in this tradition appiles to those rich people who abandon their poor or
weak relatives due to their pride in their status, not treating them kindly nor
helping them in their need, and those are forbidden from entering the Garden
unless they repent toward Allah and improve their behaviour toward their (less
fortunate) relatives.

The prophet (SAW) said: «If someone has poor relatives and instead of
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The Ninth Major Sin90

doing favour to them he gives charity to others, Allah will not accept his
charity and Allah will not look at him on the Day of Judgement. However
if he himself is poor, he should keep ties with his relatives by visiting them
and keeping informed of their situations

«Keep ties with your relatives, even if it is only by greeting them».

«One who believes in Allah and the Hereafter must keep the ties of
(family) relationships (Bukhari).

«The one who joins ties of relationship is not that one who repays
others, but rather he is the one who joins his ties of relationship when they
are brokens

The prophet (SAW) said: «al- Rahm (the womb, also meaning» ties of
relationship) is a word connected with al- Rahman (the Most Merciful ).
Allah Most High says: «1 am the Most Merciful [al- Rahman] and this is the
womb [al- Rahm]. I shall keep connections with him who keeps connected
with it and break connections with him who breaks connections with it
(Bukhari).

Ali ibn Al- Husain (RAA) said to his son: «Do not accompany a person
who has broken his ties of relationship, because I have found such a one cursed
in three places in Allah's Book».

Once, As Abu Hurairah (RAA) was sitting, narrating traditions about
Allah's Messenger (SAW), he said: I forbid anyone who has broken off his ties
of relationship (to be present) in this assembly. Any such a person should stand
up and leave. No one stood up except a young man from the far end of the
circle. He left the assembly and went to his paternal aunt (father's sister),
whom he had not visited for years to apologize to her. She asked him: «My
nephew, what has brought you here?» He replied: «1 was in the assembly of
Abu Hurairah (RAA), a Companion of the Messenger of Allah (SAW), and he
said: «1 forbid anyone who has broken off ties of relationship (to be present) in
this assembly. Any such person should leave». His aunt told him to go back and
ask Abu Hurairah why he had said that. He returned to Abu Hurairah and told
him what had happened to him with his aunt and asked: «Why should one who
has broken relationships not sit with you?». Abu Hurairah replied: «1 heard
Allah;s Messenger (SAW) say: «Allah's mercy does not descend on a group
of people if there is among them one who has broken relationships*.
(Asbahani and Bukhari).
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The Ninth Major Sin92

It was narrated that a wealthy man, performing piligrimage to the sacred
House of Allah, reached Mecca. He entrusted an amount of one thousand
Dinars to a man known to be honest and righteous till he has finished his
piligrimage. After he had stood on Arafat (mountain) and returned to Mecca he
found that the man had already died. He asked his family about his own money
but they denied knowing anything about it. He turned to Mecca scholars and
informed them about his situation and money. They said to him: «At midnight,
come to ZemZem (well of water near Mecca), look at it, and call the man by
name. If he is among the people of the Garden, he will answer you at the first
call. The man went and called in ZemZem but no body replied. He returned to
the scholars of Mecca, told them the result, and they said: «Inna Lillahi Wa
Inna Ilaihi Rajioun (al- Baqarah.2: 156). We are afraid your friend is among
the people of the Fire. Go to the land of Yemen where there is a well called
«Barhut». That well is said to be on the mouth of Hell. Look at it at night and
call your man. If he is among the people of the Fire, he will answer you. He
was shown to the well in Yemen. Thereupon he came to it at night and called
his man. The dead answered him and he asked: «Where is my gold? The dead
replied: «1 buried it in a certain place of my house (naming the place) and did
not entrust it to my children. Dig there and you will find it». The man asked:
«What brought you down to Hell while we thought you were one of the
righteow men? He replied: I had a poor sister whom I abandoned as well as I
was cruel to her, so Allah Most High punished me and brought me to Hell.

A mong the close relatives are parents, grand parents, children, grand
children, brothers, sisters, uncles, nephews and nieces and beyond that are
other relations such as cousins, and so on.

We ask Allah to guide us in obeying his commands. Truly, He is the
Magnanimous and the Generous!.
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The Tenth Major Sin

Fornication And Adultery (Zina)

Allah Most High says:

«Do not Commit adultery. It is shocking and an evil path». [al - Isra'a.
17:32].

(The servants of the Most Merciful are, among others) Those who do
not appeal to any other deity besides Allah, nor kill any soul whom God
has forbidden (them to) except through (due process of) law; nor commit
Zina. Anyone who does so will incur guilt, torment will be doubled for him
on Ressurrection Day and he will remain disgraced forever in it, except for
someone who repents and believes and acts righteously [al- Furqan.25:
68-70].

«Flog both the adulterous woman and the adulterous man with a
hundred lashes, and do not let any pity for either party distract you from
(complying with) God's religion if you believe in God and the Last Day.
Have a group of believers witness their punishment, [al- Nur. 24:2].

In explaining the last quoted verse, jurists say: «This is the earthly

punishment of the adulterer and adultress who have never been married. If a
person was ever married before committing Zina, he or she is to be punished by
stoning to death. This is established by the practice of the prophet (SAW). If
they are not punished in this world and die without repentance, they will be
tortured with whips of fire in Hell.

It is written down in the Book of Psalms that fornicators are to be hung by
their pudenda whereat they are struck with whips of iron. If someone of them
appealed for mercy, the avenging (angels) would ask him loudly: «Where has
this voice been while you were laughing and merry making, neither heeding
Allah Most High, nor feeling ashamed of Him.
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The Tenth Major Sin96

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah’s Messenger (SAW) as saying: «A
Zani (adulterer), while committing (Zina), is not a believer; a thief, while
stealing, is not a believer, when someone drinks wine, he is not a believer;
and when one of you grabs a booty to draw people’s attention while
grabbing, he is not a believer*. (Bukhari and Muslim).

The prophet (SAW) said: «When a servant of Allah engages in Zina, his
faith leaves him; for it is like a covering over his head, and when he abandons
Zina, faith returns to him». (Tirmidhi, Abu Da'wood and Baihaqi).

He (SAW) also said: «When someone commits Zina or drinks wine, Allah
takes away his faith from kim just as a person takes his shirt off over his head».
(Hakim).

And he (SAW) said: «On the Day of Judgement, Allah will not speak to
nor look at nor recommend three (types of) people: An old man who commits
Zina, a lying monarch, and a vainglorious bread- winner. There will be a
grievous punishment for those.

Ibn Mas'oud told that he once asked the prophet (SAW): «Messenger of
Allah, what is the greatest sin in Allah's sight? He replied: «That you should
treat anything as equal to Allah, wheras He created you». Ibn Mas'oud said:
«Truly, that is great. What next? He replied: «That you should kill your child
for fear that he might eat along with you». Ibn Mas'oud said: What next? And
the prophet replied: «That you should commit adultery with your neighbour's
wife. And Allah Most High has revealed words which verify this: «Those who
do not appeal to any other deity besides Allah, nor kill any soul whom.
God has forbidden (them to) except through (due process of) law; nor
commit Zina. Anyone who does so will incur guilt; torment will be doubled
for him on Resurrection Day and he will remain disgraced forever in it
except for someone who repents and believes and acts righteously, [al-
Furqan. 25: 68-70] (Bukhari and Muslim).

Just see, may Allah have mercy on you, how God and His Messenger have
mentioned sexual intercourse with the neighbour's wife together with
associating something with Allah and with murder.

In a tradition transmited by Bukhari, on the authority of Samurah ibn
Jundab (RAA) concerning a dream of the prophet's, in which the prophet
accompanied the archangels Gabriel and Michael, the prophet (SAW) said:

48



SP

r n̂> irnr
(0) VV - - A ' rlp-T^ rrr ipr n̂c rl<«V l-̂ r —v^c - c«*f * flpr) jp^Tp *

( ? ) rri# •nH rin^ ^ * rmsf ir^vT^ * \?rrr <* r ipnp IPT^ *
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«^IP 51PTP rî ’ P m irp r^ 1f* i<np»(i)
'

• rflP «151 IP̂
f >̂ c|rr» 7^? »̂ ( jT)

rnip 5TI^’ r*isf
’ ?t®[r If^’

« ?̂))

^ ip

^^ -̂Tp jp^rP -C^O cf ?̂ ? jpf*̂ -*̂ C

rr^ ^ r^p i<r> ^ p fir : ^ i(Pir ^

M
r^r^ C*C trftrQ •)

t^ftrC 1

5lP ^Ti ip^o ^ipr» ^ crt/\2 •> iro
rrt-̂ rTp o-0 ^T' «i5i I'̂ ’fVT ipr^ n^ iî nr>:
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The Tenth Major Sin98

«We went and arrived near a pit which was like an oven with a narrow top and
a wide bottom, out of which we could hear cries. We glanced into it and saw
naked men and women to whom flames come from underneath. I asked:
Gabriel, who are these? He replied: «Males and Females who have committed
fornication. Their torment lasts to the Resurrection Day. (Bukhari).

In explaning the meaning of the verse concerning Hell: «It has seven
gates» [al- Hijr. 15: 44]. Ata'a says: «The most severe of these gates in terms
of heat, pain, sorrow, and stinking air in the gate for the doers of fornication
who did it even after knowing its awfulness.

( i ) ;Makhoul al- Dimashqi is reported to have said: «The people of Hell find
a stinking smell and they say: «We have never found a more stinking smell».
Then it is said to them: «This is the smell of the pudenda of the doers of
fornication.

Abdul Rahman Ibn Zaid. Who was an Imam of Interpretation said:
«Indeel, the stinking smell of the pudenda of fornicators will do harm to the
people of the Fire.

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «Satan sends his troops
across the earth with a promise that the one who most misleads a believer will
be crowned with a crown, for the great mischief- makers among them are
dearsest to him. Then one of them comes back to him and says: «1 did not leave
such- and such unitl he divorced his wife: «Satan says: «You did nothing he
will marry another! An other one approaches him and says: «1 did not leave
such- and- such unitl he and his brother became enemies». Satan says: «You
did nothing; they will be reconciled». Then another one comes to him and says:
«1 did not leave such- and- such until he committed Zina, And Satan says:
«Well done! Then he gives him access and crowns him. We seek refuge in
Allah Most High from Satan and his troops!.

Anas (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Faith is a
cloak with which Allah clothes whoever He wishes. When a servant of Allah
engages in Zina, Allah takes away the cloak of faith from him. If he afterwords
repents, He returns the cloak to him. (Baihaqi, Mundhiri, Tirmidhi, and
Hakim).

(1) Ascholar of the generation of followers in Damascus: He died in the year 113 H.
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99
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?0jJu ĴL^$ IJL^A <JLP ^J» y* A-J-J c->li»>Jl olS” IS^i .

U*J
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The Tenth Major Sin. 100

The prophet (SAW) said: «0 Company of Muslims, head Zina, because it
has six consequences; three in this world and three on the Last Day. In this
world, the brightness of the doer's face goes away, his life span is shortened,
and he suffers poverty. On the Last - Day, Allah Most High will be angry with
him, his accounting will be severe, and he will be punished in the Fire. (Ibn al-
Jawzi and Baihaqi).

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «If some one who is
persistent on drinking wine dies, God will make him drink from the Ghuta
River, which is a river in the Fire flowing from the pudenda of whores». That
is adultresses from whose pudenda pus flows in the Fire, and those who die
persistent on drinking Wine are watered with it.

The prophet (SAW) said: «After associating something with Allah, there
is no greater sin than dropping a sperm in the pudendum (of a woman) who is
not permissible to (a man). (Ahmad and Tabarani).

It is also reported that anyone who commits Zina with a woman married to
another will both meet, in the grave, a punishment equal to half the punishment
of this nation (Ummah). On the Day of Resurrection, Allah Most High will
count it as a good deed for her husband, in case it was done without his
knowledge. While if he knew it and said nothing; Allah will forbid him the
Garden. Truly, Allah Most High has written on the gate of the Garden: «You
are barred to the cuckold- and a cuckold is one who knows about his wife
adultery but says nothing nor shows jealousy.

The prophet (SAW) also said: «The man who has laid his hand with lust on
a woman who is not permissible to him will come on the Day of Judgement
with his hand tied to his neck. If he kissed her, his lips would be clipped in the
Fire, and if he had sexual intercourse with her, his thigh would speak against
him on that Day, saying: «1 did what was forbidden». Allah Most High will
look at him with anger, and the flesh on his face will sag but he does not give
up and asks: «What have I done? His tongue will witness against him, saying,
«1 said what was forbidden»; his hands will speak and say: «We reached for
what was forbidden»; each of his eyes will speak and say: «1 saw what was
forbidden; each of his feet will speak and say: «1 went to a forbidden place; and
his private parts will say, «1 did it». A guardian angel will say, «1 heard it»,
and the other guardian angel will say, «1 wrote it». Allah Most High will say,
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102 The Tenth Major Sin

«1 knew but I concealed it. Then He will say: «My angels, take him and let him
test My punishment. Great is My anger against the man who had so little shame
toward Me! And the verification of this is in the book of Allah: «On the Day
when their tongues and their hands and their feet will bear witness against
them concerning what they used to do». [al- Nur 24:24].

The Most heinous type of Zina is incest with one's mother or sister or
daughter or step- mother, or with any of the permanently prohibited relatives
(Maharim). Hakim was correct in saying: If anyone commits incest, kill him.
Al- Bara'a (RAA) reported that the prophet (SAW) sent his Uncel to a man who
had married his own father's wife with an order to kill him and confiscate his
property.

We ask Allah the Most Merciful to forgive us our sins for He is truly the
Magnanimous and the Generous!.
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l^j oli t jUl olxi-i Cw? j5 1^1«3 oli t <iip ^

]| oJu iljiJca ioLviJl
jla^3 tCwj5j ^ l^>*JJ Ul !cJUj tioLill
V2*1A3 La : JJJLJ <W~SAAJI J^AJ A-Jj ^IAJ 4)1

^1^>JJ Ll :aljj Jy£ j tcJLkJ Jjhu N LJ Ul :J^JLi 4jLJ <JLP
N LJ Ll ! o^>- j (Jj .Ojiaj ^1^>*JJ Ll I ol^P (Jjijj c CJJLJ

Ltj :i£sMJl
.c-> C^A-LLI Llj I ^IAJ AJD! J ĵ ij •c -̂iS* Ll j i I J jij .c
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The Eleventh Major Sin

Homosexuality (Sodomy)

Allah Most High has related the story of the people of «Lut» in more than
a place of His Majestic Book. He says:

«When our Command came along, We turned it (their city) upside
down and rained upon it stones of baked clay, heaped layer upon layer,
stamped by your Lord. And they (the stones) are never far from
wrongdoers!» [Hud.11: 82-83].

The last warning is for the Muslim UMMAH: If they indulge in the
practice of homosexuality, Allah's punishment is not far off.

For this reason the prophet (SAW) said: «The most horrible thing I fear for
you is to follow what Lut's people used to do». He three times cursed the
homosexuals saying: «Allah has cursed anyone who does what Lut's people
did». And he said: If you find any person engaged in homosexuality, kill both
the active and the passive partners. Ibn Abbas (RAA) said: «Find the highest
building in the town and throw the komosexual down from its top, and then
stone him to death». This punishment is based on the analogy of Allah's
punishment of Lut's people.

There is consensus among Muslims that hamoseuality is a major sin,
which Allah has prohibited in the following verses:

«Do you approach males among (everyone) in the universe and ignore
any wives whom your Lord has created for you?. Indeed you are such a
defiant folk». [al- Shu'ra. 26: 165-166].

In another verse, Allah Most High says concerning His prophet Lut:

«We saved him from the town which had been performing wicked
deeds. They had been such evil folk, perverts». [al- Anbiya. 21:74].

52



Hi?

|i^£5I

©.
&> ©f• ? ;(eg?
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The Eleventh Major Sin106

The name of this town was Sodom, and its men used to practise sex with
men in addition to many other abominations.

Ibn Abbas (RAA) mentioned ten traits related to what the people of Lut
used to do. Some of these traits are: Making the hair rows beside rows and
layers over layers; not covering the private parts in front of people of the same
sex; whistling with their fingers; Opening the shirt to show the chest; Wearing
long trousers which drag on the floor, and homosexual sex- that is, sodomy or
(lesbianism).

The prophet (SAW) said: «Lesbianism is Zina between women».
(Tabarani). Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as
saying: «Four types of people awake under Allah's anger and go to beunder His displeasure». Those who were listening asked: Who are they,Messenger of Allah? He replied: «Men who imitate women, women who
imitate men, those who have sex with animals, and men who have nex with
men which is sodomy.

It is told that when a man mounts a man, the divine throne shakes out of
fear of Allah's wrath and heavens seem about of fall on earth, then the angels
hold the extremeties of the heaven and start reciting: «Say, He is Allah, the
one; Allah, the self- sufficient. He does not beget nor is he begotten and
there is none like Him». [Ikhlas. 112:1- 4]

Until His wrath subsides.

A mong those whom Allah curses and will not look at on the Day of
Resurrection, and to whom He will say, «Enter the Fire along with those who
enter», the prophet (SAW) counted the following: The active and passive
partners in homosexuality; the one who has sex with animals; the one who is
married to a woman and her daughter at the same time; and the one who
masturbates regularly, unless they repent or reform.

It is said that those who used to masturbate will be crammed on the Day of
Resurrection with their palms pregnant. The following are also listed among
the abominations of Lut's people: Playing backgammon; racing pigeons,
holding fights between dogs, rams, or roosters; entering bathroom naked; and

‘ cheating with regard to weights and measures. Woe to those who do so.
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JUâ - j-î ^ Jli tU^lP 4) 1 ^jjl ^ L$JJJ
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(l)t olĵ -wJl l̂$oj 4)1 IWM4P L3Ĵ - Ĵl^J& JSJLJI
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• •j_̂ *Jl v_Jl>- iJLS* <J-P L*M* jjVl JJL>C4 ^C-m''
4uJl <315 Ij ijS~ja}\ ^*l>Jl y <JU tiljij y y ^J>\• J ^

JU .1^ ^ y <?) y -<-* j*>_ 'ij- '̂>̂ ' f L̂- ^ ^^7)\ j *'JJ

( 0 )•ijj
(n)

C51P ^II> N i^jLkJl.CJJO-

53



The Eleventh Major Sin108

Ibn Abbas (RAA) said: If a homosexual dies without repentance, he will
be changed into a pig in his grave. (Ibn Al- Jawzi).

The prophet (SAW) said: «AIIah will not look at a man who has
intercourse with a man or with a woman in the anus». (Tirmidhi and
Nisai).

Abu Sa'id al- Salouki said: «There will be a folk of this Ummah
called» the homosexuals». And those are three types; a type that commits
homosexuality through looking, a type through shaking others hands, and
a type through committing the wicked deed.

A lustful look at a woman or a hairless boy is Zina, and this is
confirmed by the prophet’s saying: «The Zina of the eye is the look, the
Zina of the hand is grasping, the Zina of the foot is the walking, and the
Zina of the ear is the listening. The heart desires and lusts, and the private
parts either confirm or deny it». (Bukhari and Muslim and Abu Da'wood).

For this reason our righteous forefathers took special precautions against
mixing (socially) with handsome hairless boys, considering them as a greater
temptation than women. Some scholars go to the extent of prohibiting a man to
be alone with a young boy in a house or a bathhouse, on the analogy of the
prohibition of being in privacy with a strange (non- Maharem) woman. The
prophet (SAW) said: «When a man is in privacy of a woman, satan joins
them as the third». (Tirmidhi) Now, if there is a beardless youth who is more
beautiful than a woman, the temptation from him in privacy may be greater
than a woman's, as the evil of homosexuality is definitely much greater than
the evil of Zina with a woman. Sufyan al- Thawri once entered a bathouse and
then a handsome boy came in. Sufyan called out «take him out of my sight,
take him away, for I see one satan with every woman but I see tens of satans
with every handsom boy.

A man came to visit Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal and he was accompanied by
a handsome boy. Imam Ahmad asked: Who is this? The man replied: «My
sister's son» Imam Ahmad told him not to bring the boy along again nor to walk
with him in the streets, because people who did not know that might have
suspicious thoughts about them.

Adelegation of Abd al- qais came to the prophet (SAW). Among them
there was a beardless handsome boy whom the prophet made sit down behind
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4Ĵ 3 J-wul ^-*3 t ^gjilxJl j j) p-*J <1>Li

cLL>*LJl c-^L-iJl ^i o*3"*^ J •

dJ

dr̂

cr q
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. û p 4il cr-^" Oi' Oi'j ^ c.yOOlj t -̂L.yJl #ljj (r)

J>̂ J ^1
i
_rAj SjijA J JA ^jb y\ j tjO-w^J eljj ( O.U> \** j»

54



The Eleventh Major Sin110

his back saying: «Truly, Sa'wood tempation came through his look?( 1 ). Then
all started reciting this poem.

All events start with the look
And most Fire start from the small spark

As long as a person has an eye to turn over
In the eyes of others, he will surely face danger

How many a look had in the heart of man
The effect of arrow but with no bow or string

A looking man is pleased with whatever harms his thought
Pleasure that brings harm is not welcomed.

It was also said that the look is the mail of adultery. One of the prophet 's
traditions says: «The look is a poisoned arrow of Satan’s. Whoever
abandons this process, his heart will inherit the pleasure and sweatness of
worship up to the Day of Judgements

Chapter: Punishment inflicted on one who willingly makes himself a
passive partner in homosexuality.

Khalid bin al- Walid (RAA) (once) wrote to Abu Bakr (RAA) that he
found in a certain place a man who invited other men to have anal sex with
him. Abu Bakr (RAA) consulted with Companions of the prophet (SAW) about
this and asked their advice. Ali ibn Abi Taleb (RAA) said: This is a sin that
only the people of Lut have done, and Allah Most High informed us about how
He punished them. To my mind, he should be burned in fire. So Abu Bakr
(RAA) wrote to Khalid ordering to burn him, and Khalid did so.

Ali ibn Abi Taleb (RAA) said: If someone makes himself a passive partner
to others, Allah will make him sick with the lust of women, and will make him
a wicked devil in his grave up to the Day of Judgement.

There is consensus among the people of this Ummah that the one who
commits the wicked deed with his slave is a criminal homosexual. It is reported

(1 ) This tradition is only reported by Dailami, but Most scholars say it is weak and incorrect,
particulary if we know the prophet said: «1 see you while you are behind me».
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The Eleventh Major Sin

that on one of his journeys, Jesus, upon him be peace, saw a man being burned
by fire. He took some water to throw at him to extinguish the fire.. But then the
fire turned into a boy and the man turned into fire. Jesus was surprised by this
and said: «Lord, return them to the Condition they were in this world so that I
can ask them about their situations There upon Allah revived them and they
were a man and a boy. Jesus asked them: «What is the matter with you?» The
man replied: «Spirit from Allah, while I was alive, I was passionately in love
with this boy. My lust led me to make homosexual relation with him. When we
both died, he became fire which burns me, then I take a turn and become fire to
burn him. Thus we alternate, and this is our punishment until the Day of
Resurrection.

112

We seek refuge in Allah against His torment. We ask him forgiveness,
guidance and good health.

CHAPTER
Having anal intercourse with one's wife is a kind of sodomy, and it is

prohibited by Allah and His Messenger (SAW). Allah Most High says:

«Your wives are a tillage for you, so go into your tillage as you will ,
and do (something good) in advance». [al- Baqarah. 2:223].

That is to say, whether it is from the front or the rear (is not important) as
long as the intercourse takes place in the vagina which constitutes the tillage.

The cause for the revelation of this verse was the following> The Jews of
the prophet's time used to say: «If a man has intercourse with his wife through
the vagina, but being on her back, the child, if conceived, will have a squint.
The Companions asked the prophet (SAW) concerning this, where upon Allah
revealed this verse contradicting the Jews.

The prophet (SAW) told his Companions: From the front or the back (is
not important), but avoid the anus and intercourse during mensturation».
He mentioned a single receptacle, meaning the vagina, and that is the tillage,
because the seed of a child is planted in it, while the anus is a place of
excrement, and that is unclean filth.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
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114 The Eleventh Major Sin

«Anyone who has intercourse with a woman while she is menstruating, or
in her anus, is accursed». (Ahmad and Ibn Da'wood).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) also reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Anyone who has intercourse with awoman who is mensturating or in her
anus, or who goes a soothsayer, has become an Unbeliever with what has
been revealed to Muhammad». (Ahmad and Tirmidhi). Consulting a
soothsayer or an astrologer implies a beleif that they have the knowledge of the
Unseen, and that is in Contrast with the teaching of prophet Muhammad
(SAW).

Many ignorant people commit such sins due to their lack of knowledge.
And this is why Abu Darda'a said: «Be a seholar, a learner, a listner, or a friend
of learning, but dont be the fifth (ignorant). It is an obligation for a servant of
Allah to ask His forgiveness for all sins and mistakes and for what he did due
to ignorance, and to ask for protection from sin for the rest of his life. O Allah,
we ask yor protection and forgiveness in this world and the next, and you are
the Most Merciful.
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Ĵ ' jfi 'M ill cyr^' tyj cs* ^ : V^' s *̂ Jj>'

<Ul Jy* j *—^L>w^l dL*i . Jy>-\ JJJI\ PÎ - lg-Li ^ LA ^ 4j|^>» 1
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Interest (Riba)

Allah Most High says:

«You who believe, do not live off usury which is compounded over and
over again, and heed God that you may prosper». [A’l - Imran. 3:130],

«Those who live off the interest on loans will never standup, except in
the way those whom satan knocks down with a fit rise up again. That is
because they say: Trading is just like taking interests [al- Baqarah.
2:275].

That is, they consider interest permissible, while Allah has prohibited it.
But if Allah resurrects people on the Day of Judgement, they will all rise from
their graves quickly excepting those who had consumed interest. Those will
stand up and then fall down like epileptics. Whenever any of them stands up, a
fit of epilepsy will attack him. That is because they consumed interest in this
world ; and what they have consumed will be raised with interest in their
stomachs until it weighs heavily therein and makes them fall down whenever
they want to stand but will not be able to do so.

Qatadah al- Basri(1) (RAA) said: On the Day of Resurrection, the
consumer of interest will be raised up insane. Other people around will know
that they consumed interest because of their insane behoviour.

Abu Sa' id al- Khudri (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«During my ascension [Isra’a], I passed by a group of people whose
stomachs were as large as houses, and due to the heavy weight of their

(1) Qatadah bin Du’amah- Sadousi al- Basri; an homourable Imam in tradition and
interpretation ; One of the generation of the followers. He died in 117 H.
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The Twelfth Major Sin118

bellies, they were bending down alongside a path on which the people of
Pharaoh were taken, morning and evening, to be tormented by fire. On
their return, Pharaoh’s people seem like beaten Camels, neither listening
nor sensible. When the people with large bellies see them coming, they try
to stand up but can not, so the people of Pharaoh trample them, and they
sway back and forth. This will be their punishment in the gap (Barzakh)-
that is between this world and the Hereafter». The prophet (SAW) said: I
asked Gabriel: «Who are these people?» Gabriel answered: «These are the
people who consumed interest. They will not stand except as one whom
satan's touch has destroyed stands». (Baihaqi).

In another report, the prophet (SAW) said: «During my ascension, in the
seventh Heaven, I heard thunder and thunderbolts over my head, and I saw
people with their stomachs as large as houses between their hands, and inside
their stomachs, snakes and scorpions were visible from the outside. I then
asked, who are these, Gabriel! and he replied: «The consumers of interest»
(Ahmad).

Abdur- Rahman bin Abdullah bin Mas'oud and his father reported Allah
Messenger as saying: «When prohibited sex (Zina) and interest (Riba)
appear in a place, Allah orders its destructions (Mundhiri).

Umar (RAA) reported the prophet (SAW) as saying: «When people get
entangled with Dinar and Dirham, and trade in specimens (bartering), or
run after cows tails( 1 ), and they leave off fighting in the cause of Allah,
Calamity will descend upon them and it will not be lifted until they go
back to their religions (Mundhiri).

The prophet (SAW) said: «The appearance of interest among a people is
always followed by the appearance of insanity among them; and the
appearance of Zina is followed by the appearance of death; and the spread
of cheating in weights and measures is followed by the stoppage of rain.
(Ibn Majah, Baihaqi, Hakim, and Mundhiri).

Samura ibn Jundab (RAA), in a long tradition reported that the prophet
(SAW) related a dream he had seen which implies the following purport:
Anyone who consumes interest will be tormented from the day of his death

(1) An Arabic idion meaning to become completely involved in business.
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iSĴ - j 4 <>r*-* i>*J -A*i jt
^1P <*L-. a -̂iJ o\ • <^*Jl (T)

jl>«i]l I^P^I>-1 ^Jl <L>- CAJLP J_^>* W*~̂
J L^t »lij~*
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The Twelfth Major Sin

to the Day of Judgement by swimming in the red stream whose water is as
red as blood. On the bank of the river stands another man to stone him
whenever he approaches the bank. Fire stones stand for the Unlawful
wealth that he piled up in this world. This torment will take place in the
gap (Barzakh) before the Day of Judgement, sustained with Allah's curse
upon him. (Bukhari).

120

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «Four (kinds of) people deserve Allah's
not letting them enter His Garden nor taste its flavours: One who is
addicted to wine; one who accepts interest; one who unjustly consumes the
property of an orphan; and the one who is Undutiful to his parents,
excepting the one who repents.

It is reported that the consumers of interest will be raised up in the form of
dogs and pigs because of their cunning behaviour in finding ways of consuming
interest, just as the people of the Sabbath were transformed when they found a
technical fraud for catching fish even on the Sabbath Day. They dug ditches to
which fish come on Saturday, and they would catch the fish on Sunday. For
this, Allah transformed them into monkeys and pigs. The same is the case with
people who find technicalities for consuming interest, but their deception is
not hidden from Allah. Ayyoub Sukhtiyani says: «They want to deceive Allah
as they would deceive a little child, wheras if they did it openly, it would be
easier for them».

The prophet (SAW) said: «Usury is seventy types, the simplest of which
is similar to man's committing incest with his mother, while the most
dreadful usury is shown in man's displaying arrogant behaviou towards*

the honor of his Muslim brother. (Tabarani, Baihaqi, and Mundhiri).

Anas (RAA) said: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) made a speech he
mentioned usury and considered it something too great, and he said: One
Dirham that man gains through usury is more severe than Committing
thirty six deeds of fornication in Islam. He (SAW) is also reported to have
said: «Usury is seventy evil deeds the simplest of which is similar to man's
committing incest with his mother».

Abu Bakr al- Siddiq (RAA) said: «The one who takes and the one who
gives interest will both go to the Fire».

We seek forgiveness from Allah.
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The Twelfth Major Sin122

Chapter: A debtor’s gift.

Ibn Mas'oud (RAA) said: «If someone who is indebted to you sends you a
gift, do not take it, for it is interest . Al- Hassan Al- Basri(RAA) said: «If you
eat in your debtor's house, it is ilicit (Haram). Ibn Mas'oud (RAA) also said: If
someone intercedes on behalf of a man and the latter sends him a gift, such a
gift is ilicit (Haram)». The verification for this is the prophet 's saying: «If
someone intercedes for a man, and the latter sends him a gift and he accepts it,
he Was entered through a broad gate among the many gates of usury (Riba).
(Bukhari and Muslim).

We ask Allah for His forgiveness and magnanimity in this world and the
Next.
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The Thirteenth Major Sin

Wrongfully Consuming The Property of An Orphan

Allah Most High says:

«Those who live off orphans’ property without having any right will
(eventually) roast in a blaze!» [an- Nisa’a. 4:10].

«Do nost approach an orphan’s estate before he comes of age, except
to improve it». [al - An'aam. 6:152].

Abu Sa'id al- Khudri (RAA) reported that Allah's Messenger, while
describing the events of his ascension, said: «There appeared some people
whose beards were being pulled by a group of other people who were in
charge of the former, and some others were bringing rocks from the fire
and throwing them into their mouths to come out of their anuses. I asked
Gabriel: «GabrieI, who are those?» He replied: Truly, those who live off
orphans' property, suck up fire in their bellies, and they will roast in
ablaze».

Abu Hurairah ( RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Allah, the Great and Glorious, will raise from their graves a group of
people having fire in their bellies and fire blazing in their mouths». The
listeners asked him: Who are they, Messenger of Allah? He replied: «Do you
not know that Allah Most High says: «Those who live off orphans’

property without having any right to do so will only suck up fire in their
bellies».

Al- Suddei( 1 ), may God have mercy upon him, said: «The one who lives
off orphan's property with no right to do so will be raised on the Day of
Resurrection with flames of fire shooting out of his mouth, ears, nose, and
eyes. Whoever sees him will know that he is the consumor of the orphan's
property».

(1 ) He is Ism'ail bin Abdul Rahman bin Abu Karimal. He died in the year 127 H.
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The Thirteenth Major Sin

Scholars said: «If the guardian of an orphan is poor and uses his charge's
property in a reasonable amount as to Compensate for his services in the
management and development of the property, there is no objection to it .
Whatever exceeds the reasonable Compensation is unlawful (Haram). This is in
accordance with Allah's saying: «The (guardian) who is rich should restrain
himself; while the guardian who is poor may live off it in decency». [al -
Nisa'a. 4:6].

Ibn al- Jawzi, in his interpretation of the Qur'an, lists four opinions
concerning the definition «living off in decency:

1 - He may take it as a loan.

2 - He may take according to his need without wasteful ness.

3 - He may take a certain amount according to the effort and time spent in
doing business to the orphan.

4 - And he may take according to his need provided that he will pay it
back if his conditions become better, but if his conditions are difficult
he will not have to pay back.

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «1 and the guardian of an orphan will
be like this in the Garden». And he pointed to his index and middle figers
widening between them. (Bukhari). And he said: «The guardian of an
orphan, whether related to him or not, and I will be like this in the
Garden», and he pointed to his index and middle fingers. (Muslim).

The guardianship of the orphan means looking after his welfare and taking
care of his affairs; to feed and clothe him, and in case he has some property, to
invest it in profitable business, but if he is penniless; to take care of his needs
for the sake of Allah. The tradition says that, «whether related to him or not»
both are equally close to the prophet. Among the relatives are, for example, the
grand father, brother, mother, aunt, step- father, uncle, or sone relatives other
than these. Those who are not related are strangers, having no blood ties with
the orphan.

Ibn Abbas (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «If
anyone has guaranteed a Muslim orphan his food and drink until Allah
makes him (the orphan) independent, the Garden is guaranteed for him by
Allah, unless he Commits an unforgivable sin. And he said: «Anyone who,
only for the sake of Allah, pats an orphan's head, a good deed will be
credited to him for each hair his hand has touched; and if someone is good
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<J| ^ ĉ=d <y-̂ > ^ ]) J^Lr*J tji uĉ
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128 The Thirteenth Major Sin

to the orphan male or female in his charge, I and he will be like this in the
Garden», and he pointed to his index and middle fingers. ( Ahmad).

A man said to Abu Darda' a ( RAA): «Give me a good advice. Abu Darda 'a
said: «Be lenient and friendly to an orphan, and feed him from your food, for I
heard the Messenger of Allah (SAW) say to a man who was complaining about
the hardness of his heart , if you want to soften your heart , befriend an orphan,
pat him on his head, and feed him from your own food. This will soften your
heart and enable you to meet your needs.

One of our forefathers told this story about himself : «In my early life, I
was a man given to drinking and indulging in all kinds of sinful deeds. One day
I came a cross a poor orphan child and felt pity for him. So I took him to the
Bath- house, washed his dirt off, treated him well, fed him, and clothed him. In
short , I honoured him as if he were my own son. A few days later I had a dream
in which I saw that it was the Day of Resurrection and I was called for
accounting. Then came the order that I should be taken to the Fire for the evil
of my sins. The angles of Hell caught hold of me and strated dragging me to the
Fire. I felt so small and despised while they were dragging me toward the Fire.
Suddenly, that same orphan intercepted me in the way and said to the Angels:
«Leave him, O angels, Until I intercede for him with my Lord, for he treated
me kindly and honoured me». The Angels rapleid: «We have not been
commanded to do this». Then a voice came from the presence of Allah,
(saying): «Leave him, for I accepted the orphan 's intercession for his kind
treatment of him. I tfcen woke up and repented to Allah Most High. Since then,
I expended all my effort in giving help to orphans.

For this, Anas ibn Malik (RAA), a servant of Allah's Messenger (SAW)
said: The best house is that one in which an orphan is treated well, and the
worst house in that one in which there is an orphan who is treated badly. The
dearest servants of Allah to Him are those who have done something good to an
orphan or to a widow.

It is reported that Allah Most High revealed to prophet Dawood: «0
Dawood, be like a loving father to the orphan and like a sympathetic husband
to the widow, and know that as you sow, you shall reap, meaning that whatever
you do to others, others will do to you, and that you are going one day to die
and perhaps leave behind you an orphaned child or a widow. In one of his
conversations with Allah, prophet Dawood asked: My Lord, what is the reward
of a person who, only for your sake, has supported the orphan or the widow?
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The Thirteenth Major Sin130

Allah answered: «1 shall shade him in My shade on the Day when there is no
protection except in My shade». That is on the Day of Judgement.

A sotry: An Alawi came to Balkh from Iran, accompanied by his wife and
daughters. They were a well- to- do family enjoying Allah's favours. The
husband died, and his wife and daughters became poor and suffered want. So,
fearing the malice of enemies, the wife left Balkh and went to another town.
The weather was very cold when she came to the other town, so she left her
daughters in a deserted mosque and went out in search of food.

She passed by two crowds of people. One crowd was gathered around a
Muslim who was the Sheikh of the City, and the other crowd around a
Zoroastrian who was the man in charge of the City. She then went to the
Muslim and explained her position to him, saying: «1 am an Alawi woman and
I have daughters whom I lodged in a deserted mosque, and I have come in
search of food. The sheikh said to her: «Bring me a proof that you are a
respectable Alawi woman». She told him that she was a stranger in that City
and therefore she does not know any one to testify for her. And the Sheikh was
not interested in her so she left him broken hearted.

She then went to the Zoroastrian and explained her situotion to him,

telling him about her respectability and about her orphaned daughters who
were waiting for her return, She also told him how the Muslim Sheikh had
treated her. The Zoroastrian stood up, and, sending some of his women folk to
bring her daughters, took all of them to his house, fed them nicely, clothed
them in rich clothes, gave them rooms in his house to stay in and treated them
respectfuly.

At midnight, the Muslim Sheikh saw in dream that it was the Day of
Resurrection and the banners were unfurled around the prophet (SAW), and
there was a palace made of green emeralds and its balconies made of pearls and
rubies. He asked the prophet: Messenger of Allah, for whom is this palace?»

The prophet (SAW) replied: «For a Muslim man»-. The Sheikh said: «1 am a
Muslim man». The prophet (SAW) said: «Produce a proof for me that you are a
Muslim». At that, the sheikh was struck dumb. The prophet then said: You
asked the woman to produce a proof of her respectability, and therefore I ask
you to prduce a proof that you are a Muslim!.

The Sheikh then- remembered sorrowfully how he turned the woman away
disappointed. He roamed the town asking about her until he was told that she
was with the Zoroastrian. Thereupon he sent for the Zoroastrian, and when he
came, he asked him to send the woman and her daughters to him. The
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132 The Thirteenth Major Sin

Zoroastrian replied: «1 shall not do that under any circumstances especially
after gaining great blessings from them. «The Sheikh said: «Take a thousand
Dinars from me and fetch them to me». The Zoroastrian said: «1 will not do
that» . The Sheikh said: « No use, I will fetch them in all circumstances». Here
the Zoroastrian said: Listen ! I am more right ful than you are in (looking after)
them, and the one who showed you the palace in your dream has made it (the
palace) for me. Do you dare to be against me through your being a Muslim?.
By Allah, I did not sleep last night until I and my family had a accepted Islam
at the Alawi woman hand, and I dreamed something similar to what you
dreamed. And Allah 's Messenger ( SAW) asked me: «Is that Alawi woman and
her daughters with you? I replied: «Yes, Messenger of Allah». The prophet
(SAW) said: This palace is for you and your family. You and your family are
inhabitants of the Garden. Allah created you a believer in pre- eternity. At that,
:he Muslim Sheikh remained sorrowful and grieved for the missed opportunity .

See, may God have mercy on you, the effect of doing favour to the widow
and the orphaned children and how much the doer is dignified in this world !.

Allah's Messenger (SAW) informed us about this when he said: «The one
who strives on behalf of the widow and the needy is like a warrior in the
path of Allah». (Muslim and Bukhari).

May Allah guide us to do what is right , for, indeed, He is the
Magnaninous, the Generous, the Kind, and the Merciful.
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C <Lol>- 51 Ĵl 0^^ ^1-P LJ^>"
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The Forteenth Major Sin

Lying About Allah And His Messenger

Allah, the Majestic and Glorious says:
«On Ressurrection Day, you (Muhammad) will see how the faces of

the ones who have lied about Allah will be blackened». [al - Zumar. 39:60].
Al- Hasan said: Those are the ones who say, «If we had wished, we should

not have done such- and- such.

Ibn al- Jawzi, in his interpretation of the Qur'an says: A group of sehcflars
are of the opinion that telling lies about Allah ahd His Messenger is unbelief
which takes the person out of the Community of Islam. No doubt, lying about
Allah and His Messenger by making permissible that which is prohibited by
them, or vice- versa, is utter unbelief .

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «If anyone lies about me, a house will be
built for him in Hell. He also said: «Whoever tells a deliberate lie
concerning me, his abode will be in the Fire». He moreover said: «Whoever
relates a tradition from me, knowing that it is false is among liars».
(Muslim).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «Telling a lie about me is not like telling
a lie about someone else. The one who tells a lie about me will have his
abode in the Fire». The same tradiction was reported as: «whoever says
about me what I have never said will have his abode in the Fire».

We ask Allah guidance and protection from telling lies. For He is the
Magnanimous and the Generous.

67



L9

rCC\9 l^T V? W <ry '
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The Fifteenth Major Sin

Running Away From The Battlefield

Allah Most High says:

«Anyone who turns his back on them on such a day, except while
manoeuvring for battle or wheeling towards some detachment, will incur
wrath from God; his lodging will be Hell and how awful is such a goal!».
[al- Anfal . 8:16].

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah 's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Avoid the seven noxious things». The listeners asked: What are they,
Messenger of Allah?» He replied: «Associating anything or anyone with
Allah; practising magic; killing any person whom Allah has prohibited
except in (the course of) justice; taking usury; Consuming an orphan's
property; running away from the battlefield; and slandering chaste but
indiscreet believing woman». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Ibn Abbas (RAA) said: «When the verse was revealed, if there are
twenty steadfast ones among you, they will overcome two hundred». [al-
Anfal. 8:65]. Allah Most High preserved that if there were twenty true
Muslems against two hundred of the enemy, they should not run away (from
the battle). Then He revealed: «Now Allah has lightened things for you; He
knows how much weakness exists among you. If there are a Hundred
patient men among you, they will overcome two hundred, while if there
are one thousand of you, they will overcome two theousand with God's
permission. God stands alongside the steadfast». [al - Anfal. 8:66].

Thus He ordained that one hundred should not run away from facing two
hundred . (Bukhari).
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i^i j' *ili * ĴJ (WJJJJ :^JUJ 4) 1 Jli

i y , - - ' " o - -
4JUI y. -Aiu $,b JU3

.* ,- 0 0 - o - -5^ "( T )
\1

- #

£~Jl 1^1 » : £j)§ 4> \ J Jli ; Jli <UP <bl j ° ji ^>) (ĵ j
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The Sixteenth Major Sin

A leader Deceiving His People And Being
Unjust To Them

Allah Most High says:
«The way (to blame them) is open only against those who mistreat

(other) people and behave outrageously on earth with out having any right
to do so. Those will have painful torment». [al- Shura. 42:42].

Do not reckon God is oblivious of what wrongdoers are doing; He is
merely putting them off till a day when their eyesight will be glazed as
they dash along with their heads tilted forward, their glances not checking
back for them, and their vital organs gaping wide». [Ibrahim. 14: 42-43].

«Those who do wrong shall know what sort of upsets they may expect
to face». [al- Shu'ara. 26:227].

«They did not restrain one another from the debauchery they were
indulging in; How awful is what they had been doing!». [al- Ma'ida. 5:79].

The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said: «Whoever deceives is not from
us». (Muslim).

«Opression is the darkness of the Day of Resurrections (Bukhari and
Muslim).

«Each one of you is a shepherd and is responsible for his flocks
(Bukhari and Muslim).

Any ruler who deceives his subjects will be in the Fires (Tabarani).
«If Allah makes someone responsible over a people and he was not

sincere in taking good care of them, Allah will prohibit him the Gardens
(Bukhari).

«On the Day of Resurrection, every judge who gives judgement among
people will be held, with an angel seizing him from the back of his head. If
it is said, throw him! He will be thrown into Hell, and will sink there for
forty yearss (Ahmad).
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140 The Sixteenth Major Sin

«Woe to the princes, woe to the masters, woe to the guaridians! On the
Day of Resurrection, some people do wish that their forelocks were tied to
the (constellation) pleiades to make them swing painfully between Heaven
and earth, and they had never exercised any rule». (Ahmad).

«On the Day of Resurrection, a time will surely come for the judge of
a court when he will wish that he had not judged between two people even
concerning as much as one date». ( Bazzar, Tabarani, and Mundhiri).

«Any leader of ten people will be brought forth, on the Day of
Resurrection, with his hands bound to his neck, and either his justice will
set him free or his injustice will destroy him». (Ahmad and ibn Habban).

In one of his supplications, Allah Messenger (SAW) said: «0 Allah, if
anyone who is in charge of something in this Ummah (community of
Muslims) is kind to them, may you be kind to him, and if anyone is
compassionate to them, may you be compassiontate to him! (Muslim and
Nisai ).

Allah Messenger (SAW) said: «The one whom Allah appoints in charge
of Muslims affairs and he secludes himself from meeting their needs, their
miseries, and their property; Allah will seclude Himself from meeting his
need, misery, and poverty». (Abu Dawood and Tirmidhi).

«There will be wicked and opressive rulers. The one who believes
their lies and supports them in their appression does not belong to me, nor
I belong to him, and he will not come near me at the pond». (Kawthar).
(Ahmad and Tirmidhi).

«Two kinds of people shall not attain my intercession; an oppressive
deceitful ruler and an extravagant in religion, when there is evidence to
prove that». (Tabarani).

«The most sevrely punished person among people, on the Day of
Resurrection, is a tyrannical ruler». (Tabarani).

«0 people, Command what is favourable and forbid what is
unfavourable before a time comes when you will call upon Allah and He
does not respond, and when you ask Allah's forgiveness and He will not
forgive you. When the Jewish rabbis and the Christian priests stopped
commanding what is favourable and forbidding what is unfavourable,
Allah cursed them by the tongues of their prophets and unleashed trouble
among them. (Asbahani).
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t 5jO* d y ĵVl y j^b »bj ( ° )

• br^ iy*-> y yj —̂• *ijj (^)

.^iilij o-UJl ^u)L ;*sls>- (V)

^ ^iiiL »ljjj 5^* ^ ^ (5*^*^Jb -U -̂I .IJJ (A)

• ^ y ?*yj
•• y. y}̂ r ^ j.yl—Jlj o^w*j (

_
$X»y)lj JL̂ >-1 «ijj ( A)

•o'—d Cri

. <Jb"J o'̂ J' Jb’JJ

70



The Sixteenth Major Sin142

«Whoever introduces something new into this affair of ours (the
religion of Islam) which is not from it' is rejected»( 1 ). (Bukhari, Muslim, and
Abu Da' wood).

«Whoever introduces something new or whoever shelters an
introducer will be cursed by Allah, His angels, and all mankind. Neither
his repentance nor his sacrifice are to be accepted».

«One who is not merciful will not receive mercy. Allah will not show
mercy to a person who is not merciful to people». (Bukhari, Muslim, and
Tirmidhi).

«Allah will shade a just ruler under his own shade on the Day when
there will he no shade except His». (Bukhari and Muslim).

«The just will be on platforms of light- those who set things aright by
their judgement among their people and do not deviate from justice».
(Muslim and Nisai) .

When the prophet (SAW) sent Mu'adh (RAA) toward Yemen, he said: «Be
careful of their most valuable possessions (when collecting Zakat), and
beware of the cry of the oppressed. For there is truly no veil between his
cry and Allah». (Bukhari).

The prophet )SAW) said:

«There are three (kinds of) people to whom Allah will not speak on
the Day of Resurrection», and he mentioned among them a king who is a liar.
(Muslim and others through Abi Hurairah).

«You seek power, but it will be a cause for regret on the Day of
Resurrection». (Bukhari).

«By Allah, I will not appoint to a post anyone who asks for it or who is
careful to get it». (Bukhari).

«OKfab bin 'Ajrah, may Allah protect you form the rule of the
impudent- such rulers as will come after my time, those who are not
guided by my guidance and do not follow my (Sunnah) practise.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «If
someone sought authority among Muslims and his justice outdid his

(1) Sins lie upon him.
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144 The Sixteenth Major Sin

oprression, the Garden would be for him, but if his oppression outdid his
justice, the Fire would be for him». (Abu Da'wood).

«You care for leadership while it will be a cause for regret on the Day
of Resurrections

Umar said to Abu Dharr (RAA): «Tell us a tradition which you heard from
Allah's Messenger (SAW)». Abu Dharr then said: «1 heard Allah's Messenger
say: «On the Day of Resurrection, the ruler will be brought and cast on the
bridge of Hell. The bridge will shake so violently with him that everything
over it will change position. If he was obedient to God in his actions, he
will cross over it while if he was disobedient, the bridge will break and he
will be thrown into Hell sinking there for fifty years». Umar then said:
«Who is to wish for such a position then, Abu Dharr? Abu Dharr replied: «The
one who would have his nose chopped off for the sake of Allah and have his
face straightened with the earth. - That is to say, forced by the prople to accept
the position. (Ibn Dunya).

Amru bin Muhajir said: «Umar bin Abdul- Aziz told me: «If you see me
deviating from justice, put your hand to my neck and say, «Umar, what are you
doing?».
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The Seventeenth Major Sin

Pride
Pride, Arrogance, Glory, And Boasting

Allah Most High says:

«Moses said: I take refuge with my Lord and your Lord against
overbearing one who does not believe in the Day of Reckonings [al-
Mu'min. 40:27].

And He says:

«... Yet He (Allah) does not love the prideful». [al- Nahl. 16:23].

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah’s Messenger (SAW) as saying: «At
the time a man is walking on the earth with a strut,Allah makes it (the
earth), collapse and swallow him to be tossed about in it until the Day of
Resurrections (Bukhari and Nisai).

He (SAW) said: The tyrants and the arrogants will be raised on the
Day of Resurrection as lowly and abased as specks of dirt, trampled by
people. (Nisai and Tirmidhi).

Some early scholars said that the first sin committed against Allah was
pride. Allah Most High says:

«When we told the angels: Bow down on your kness before Adam,
they (all) knelt down except for Diabolis (Iblis). He refused and acted
proudly and became one of the disbelievers*. [al- Baqarah. 2:34].

Therefore, if any one shows pride in front of Allah, like Iblis, his faith and
deeds will be of no avail to him.

The prophet (SAW) said: The one who has a grain of pride in his heart
will not enter the Garden. (Muslim).

Allah Most High says:

73



T3K mmwim®a A£355TO

8
50

•?!?< s?s£2 IWgajî C
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148 The Seventeenth Major Sin

«... Allah does not love every swaggering boaster». [Luqman. 31:18].
The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said: «Allah Most High said: Greatness

is My garment and majestic pride is my cloak. If anyone competes with Me
for both of them, I will throw him into the Fire. (Muslim).

He (SAW) also said: «The Garden and the Fire had had an argument.
The Garden said: «What is the matter with me that only weak and
descarded people enter in?» The Fire said: «1 was preferred by the tyrants
and arrogants».

Allah Most High says:

«Do not sneer down your cheek at other men nor walk brashly around
the earth: Allah does not love every swaggering boaster». [Luqman. 31:18].

Salamah bin Akwa' (RAA) said: «A man ate with his left hand in the
company of the Messenger of Allah. The prophet told him: «Eat with your right
hand». He replied: «1 can not». The prophet (SAW) said: «Then may you not».
His pride prevented him from obeying the prophet. After that, he was unable to
raise his hand to his mouth. (Muslim).

The prophet (SAW) said: «Shall I inform you about the inhalitants of
the Fire? Every cruel, rough, proud person!* (Bukhari and Muslim).

Ibn Umar (RAA) reported Allah Messenger (SAW) as saying: Any person
walks haughtily and cansiders himself great will not meet Allah without His
being angry with him. (Tabarani).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Three
(kinds of people) will enter the Fire first: A ruler who sets himself up as a
Lord over people; a man rich in property who does not pay the right of
Allah (Zakat) from his property, and a vainglorious poor person (who
deprives his family of their share from public treasury because of his false
dignity and false pride*. (Tabarani).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) also said: «On the Day of Resurrection, Allah
will not look at three (kinds of people): One who trails his clothes (out of
pride); one who recounts his fovours to others in public; and one who sells
his merchandise backed by false auths. (Bukhari).

The worst kind of pride is that of a learned person who considers himself
great among people because of his knowledge. But his knowledge is of no
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The Seventeenth Major Sin150

benefit to him, because the one who seeks knowledge for the sake of the
Hereafter is humble among people and his heart is full of fear of Allah. If his
ego sometimes feels pride, he immediately checks it and reprimands it.
Otherwise, he would stray from right conduct and perish.

Anyone who seeks henowledge for the sake of gaining fame and fortune,
and showing of among the Muslims, j is guilty of the worst of sins. No one will
enter the Garden who has an atom's weight of pride in his heart. There is no
might, no power except in Allah, the Most High, the Almighty.
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The Eighteenth Major Sin

Bearing False Witness

Allah Most High says:

«And those who do not bear false witness...* [al- Furqan. 25:72].

Khazim ibn Fatik reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «Bearing false
witness is twice equal to associating something with Allah Most High».
(Abu Da'wood, Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, and Tabarani).

Allah Most High says:

«... And refrain from deceptive speech». [al- Hajj. 22:30].

Ibn Umar (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Both feet
of the one who bears false witness will not move, on the Day of
Resurrection, from their place until the Fire becomes mandatory for him».
(Ibn Majah and Hakim).

Al- Musannif , may Allah have mercy on him, says: «The bearer of false
witness has committed several major sins: (One) telling lies and falsehood. For
Allah Most High says: «Allah does not guide anyone who is aspendthrift, a
liar». [Ghafir. 40:28]. (TWo): It is injustice to the person against whom he
testified, depriving him (Thereby) of his wealth, or honour, or life, (three): It is
injustice to the person in whose favour he testified, making it possible for him
to take some unlawful wealth and (rendering him a sinner), deserving of the
Fire. Allah's Messenger (SAW) said:

«If I unjustly gave a judgement in favour of a person to take from his
fellow- brothor's property, beware not take it, for I am detaching a
segment of fire for him*, (four): He made permissible what Allah had
forbidden and made sacred of property, honour, and life.
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The Eighteenth Major Sin154

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «Shall I not inform you about the
greatest of sins? Associating anything with Allah; disobedience to parents;
and bearing false witness and speaking falsehood: «He continued repeating
this until the listners wished he would stop repeating it». (Bukhari).

We ask Allah to keep and protect us against all misfortunes.
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The Nineteenth Major Sin

Drinking Wine (Khamr)

Allah Most High says:

«You who believe, liquor and gambling, idols and raffles, are only the
filthy work of Satan therefore, turn aside from it so that you may prosper.
Satan only wants to stir up enmity and hatred among you by means of
khamr and gambling, and to hinder you from remembering Allah and
from praying. So will you stop?». [al- Ma'idah. 90:91].

Through this verse, Allah, the Great and Majestic has prohibited drinking
khamr and has warned against its evil effects. The prophet (SAW) said: [Turn
aside from khamr, for it is the mothor of evils». (Hakim, reported by Ibn
Abbas). Anyone who does not refrain from it has disobeyed Allah and His
Messenger, and deserves God's punishment.

Allah Most High says:

«Anyone who disobeys God and His Messenger and oversteps his
limits, will be shown into a Fire to live there forever; he will have
humiliating torment». [al- Nisa'a. 4:14].

Ibn Abbas (RAA) said: «When the verse prohibiting Khamr was revealed,
the Companions went about telling each other that Khamr had been prohibited,
and they equated drinking Khamr to polytheism.

Abdullah ibn Amru went to the extent of believing that Khamr is the
greatest of major sins. It is, no doubt, the mother of evils and the one who
drinks it has been accursed in more than a tradition.

Ibn Umar (RAA) reported Allah;s Messenger (SAW) as saying: Every
intoxicant is Khamr, and every (type of) Khamr is prohibited. The one
who drinks wine in this world and is addicted to it, and dies without
repentance, will not drink it in the Hereafter. (Muslim and Bukhari).
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Jabir (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Allah has
taken a vow that he will give the one who used to drink intoxicating liquor
the sweat of the inhabitants of the Fire to drink». (Muslim and Nisa'i».

Allah Messenger (SAW) said: «Whoever drank Khamr in this world
will be prohibited from it in the Hereafter». (Bukhari and Muslim and
Nisa' i).

Abu Hurairah reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «A person
who is addicted to Khamr is like an idol worshipper». (Imam Ahmad).

Ibn Umar reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The one who is
disrespectful to his parents and the one who is addicted to Khamr will not
enter the Garden*. (Nisa’i). In another tradition he (SAW) is reported to have
said: «Allah has prohibited the Garden to three kinds of people: The one
addicted to Khamr; the one who is disrespectful to his parents; and the
cuckold who allows the commitment of adultery in his own family».
(Ahmad, Bazzar, and Hakim).

Allah does not accept the good deeds of a drinker.

Jabir bin Abdullah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«There are three kinds of persons whose prayers are to be raised up to the
Heavens: The runaway slave, until he returns to his master and put his
hand in his; a woman whose husband is angry with her, until he becomes
pleased with her; and a drunk, until he become sober*. (Ibn Habban,
Baihaqi and Tabarani).

Khamr is anyting that intoxicates or clouds the mind, whether soft or dry,
drunk or eaten, and is equally prohibited.

Abu Sa' id Khudri (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Allah does not accept the prayer of a drinkr of Khamr as long as anything
of it is left in his body*. And, in another version: «Allah does not accept
anything from a person who drinks Khamr, and if he becomes intoxicated by it,
his prayer is not accepted for forty days. If he repents but later returns to it
again, it becomes incumbent upon Allah to make him drink the molten brass of
Hell.

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «If anyone drank wine but did not
become intoxicated, Allah would turn away from him for forty nights,
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while if he drank and became intoxicated, neither his repentance nor his
sacrifice would be accepted for forty nights. And if he died meanwhile, he
would die like an idolater, and it becomes incumbent upon Allah to make
him drink the pus and blood which flow from the inhabitants of the Fire».
( Ibn Habban, Hakim, and Tirmidhi).

Abdullah bin Awfa said: «The one who has died addicted to Khamr, has
died like a worshipper of al- Lat and al- UZZA (The two chief idols of pre-
Islamic times). When asked whether the addiction means being constantly
drunk, he replied: «No. It means that he drinks it whenever he finds it, even
after years.

One Who Drinks Does Not Remain
Abeliever While Drinking

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «A
thief, while stealing, is not a believer; An adulterer while committing
Zina, is not a believer; when one drinks Khamr, he is not a believer; and
when one of you cheats, he is not a believer. Therefore, beware! beware!».
(Bukhari and Muslim).

The prophet (SAW) said:

«If someone commits Zina or drinks Khamr, Allah will remove faith
from him just as a person takes the shirt off over his head».

«A person who drinks in the evening wakes up in the morning as an
idolater, and a man who drinks in the morning ends up in the evening as
an idolater». (Hakim).

The fragrance of the Garden reaches a distance of five hundred years*

journey; but it will not reach a person who is disrespectful to his parents,
a person who recounts his favors to others in public, a person addicted to
Khamr, or an idolater. (Tabarani; reported by Abu Hurairah).

Abu Musa al- Acha'ri (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as
saying: «A person addicted to wine, a person who believes in magic, and a
person who breaks off ties of relationship will not enter the Garden*.
(Ahmad, Abu Layla, and Ibn Habban).
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Allah's Messenger (SAW) also said: «Allah has sent me as a mercy and
guidance for all the worlds. He has sent me to destroy drinking clubs and
abolish chanting instruments and erase the customs of Jahiliyyah (pre-
Islamic period of ignorance). My God Most High has taken a vow to make
any of His slaves who drink a sip of Khamr, drink from the boiling liquid
of Hell, and to make anyone who gives it up for fear of Him, drink from
the drinks of Paradise with the best friends and companions.

Those Who Were Cursed For Khamr
Ibn Umar reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «Allah has cursed

Khamr, and He has cursed the one who drinks it, the one who produces it;
the one for whom it is produced; the one who sells it; the one who buys it;
the one who carries it, the one for whom it is carried, the one who serves it,
the one who earns from the sale of it, the one for whon it is bought, and
they are all alike*. (Abu Da'wood, Tirmidhi, and Ibn Majah).

Not Visiting The Drinker When He Is Sick
Nor Greeting Him

Abdullah ibn Amr bin al- A's said: «Do not visit drinkers of Khamr when
they are sick. Ibn Umar said: Do not greet the drinkers of wine». (Bukhari).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said:

«Do not sit in the Company of drinkers of Khamr, nor visit them when
they are sick, nor accompany their funeral processions. The drinker of
wine will come, on the Day of Resurrection, with his face blackened, his
tongue dangling on his chest, and his saliva dripping and everybody who
sees him will despise him and know that he is a drinker of Khamr*.

Some scholars have said that the prohibition against visiting the drinkers
of Khamr when they are sick and greeting them is only because they are cursed
by Allah and His Messenger, as quoted above. If he buys grapes and produces
wine from them, he is doubly cursed, and if he lets others drink it, he is thrice
cursed, and hence visitng him when he is sick or greeting him is prohibited
unless he repents. If one repents sincerely, Allah will accept his repentance.
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Alcohol Is Not A Medicine

Umm Salamah (RAA), (a wife of the prophet) said: «My daughter was
sick, so I soaked some dates in a pot. Allah's Messenger came in while they
were boiling and being fermented. He asked: What is this, Umm Salamah?. I
told him that I was fermenting some dates as a medicine for my daughter. He
said: «Al!ah Most High has not made a cure for my people in what he has
prohibited to them». (Baihaqi and Bukhari).

Some Other Traditions Concerning Intoxicants

Abu Musa (RAA) reported that when a pot of fermented prune juice was
brought to Allah's Messenger (SAW), he said: «Throw this against the wall.
Only one who does not believe in Allah and the Last Day drinks it*. (Abu
Na'im).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «If anyone has a single verse of the
Book of Allah in his breast and he pours Khamr upon it (by drinking), on
the Day of Resurection, each letter of that verse will take hold of him by
his forehead, and bring a charge against him before Allah Most High; and
anyone whose adversary is the Qur'an will perish. Woe to the one whose
adversary, on the Day of Resurrection, is the Qur'an!».

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «No group of people gathers
around some intoxiating substance without Allah's making them meet in
the Fire. They will start to blame each other, one of them pointing to
another and saying: O you! May Allah not reward you with any good; You
brought me to Hell, and the other will say something similar in reply*.

He is also reported to have said: «To the one who drank Khamr in this
world, Allah will give the venom of snakes to drink; a drink that will make
the flesh of his face fall of into the pot before drinking it. After drinking it,
his flesh and skin will rot and tear away, doing harm to the inhabitants of
the Fire. His sin of drinking will be shared by the one who produces it, the
one for whom it is produced, the one who carries it, the one for whom it is
carried, and the one who earns from the sale of it. Allah will not accept
from such people prayers, fasting, or Hajj Unless they repent. If they die
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before repentance, it becomes incumbent upon Allah to make them drink
from Hell ’s molten brass for each sip of wine they took in this world.
Beware that every intoxicant is Khamr, and that any Khamr is prohibited.

All intoxicating substances such as Hashish (opium) are included in the
meaning of the above tradition. We shall discuss this a little later.

It is also reported that the prophet (SAW) said: «When the drinkers of
Khamr come upon the Bridge (over Hell), the angels of Hell will hurry to
seize them and bring them to al- Khibal river, and make them take a sip
for each glass of Khamr they drank (during lifetime). If that sip of Khibal
liquid were to be poured down in the universe, it would burn up the
heavens with its heat». We ask Allah's protection from it!.

What Our Righteous Predecessors
Said About Khamr

Ibn Mas'oud (RAA) said: If a drinker of wine dies, bury him, then crucify
him on a piece of wood. After that dig out his grave, and if you find his face
turned away from the Qiblah (Direction toward Kaaba), leave him crucified».
Al- Fudail bin Ayyad (RAA) said: «1 came to the deathbed of one of my pupils
and asked him to recite the shahadah, but he was unable to recite it although I
repeated it more than once, so I left him weeping. After some time, I saw in a
dream that he was being dragged toward the Fire. I said to him: «You poor
man, how did your knowledge leave you? «He replied»: O teacher, I had a
certain chronic illness and I consulted some physician for it. One of them
advised me to drink a glass of wine once a year; otherwise my illness would
remain. I therefore used to drink a glass of wine once a year as a medicine».
This is the case with a person who drank wine as a medicine, what will be the
case with a person who drinks for reasons other than that? We ask Allah to
forgive and save us from every trial!.

One who repented of drinking was asked about the cause of his
repentance, and he said: «1 used to open graves, and I saw some bodies whose
faces were turned away from the Qiblah. I asked their close relatives about
them and they told me that they used to drink wine in this world and they had
died without repentance».

A righteous person reported: A little son of mine died and I buried him. I
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L5^' • f ^iUi J *̂ <! '^A ^^jjl (^iJl

JasL-Ju Aj^i o^jL*»\/ l ^jA 41)1 olî - LJjJl ^ ĵ >%Jl j-Ji I (Jli Ait
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then saw him in my dream, with his hair turned white. I said to him: «My son, I
buried you as a little boy. what had made you old, then?» He replied: «You
buried me next to a man who used to drink in his life time. When he died, Hell
puffed out such a horrible puff that made the hair of every child and youth turn
white». We seek refuge in Allah from this and ask his forgiveness for anything
which might lead us to the punishment in the Hereafter. It is incunbent upon
every believer to repent to Allah Most High before death comes upon him.

Chapter: Other Intoxicants:
Hashish, which is made from hemp leaves, is prohibited like wine, and the

one who uses it is to be punished in the same way as the drinker of wine. It is
rather worse than Khamr in that it spoils the mind and temper and makes the
man devoid of jealousy and shameless (the qualities of a cuckold); while
alcohol is worse than Hashish in that it excites the man to quarrel and fight. In
fact both prevent from the remembrance of Allah and the prayer.

While early scholars did not say anything as regards Hashish, being
unknown in their times and only brought to Muslim countries after the invasion
of the Tatars in the Middle Ages, some late scholars hesitated in regard to its
punishment. They saw that those who eat Hashish are to be blamed because it
(according to late scholars' belief) changes the mind without raputre and it is
therefore as an anaesthetic. The fact is contrary to this. Those who chew
Hashish get elevated by doing that and demand for more of it like the drinkers
of wine. Rather they can not bear not having it, and if they took too much of
Hashish, it keeps them from prayer and the remembrance of Allah. It should be
punished more severaly because it induces shamelessness and cuckod- like
behaviour in a man, in addition of affecting his brain and temper and other
things. Again, there is some difference of opinion about its being impure
because it is solid rather than liquid. However it is included among the things
which are prohibited by Allah and His Messenger.

Abu Musa (RAA) asked the prophet (SAW): «Messenger of Allah, please
give us your judgement between two drinks. One is made from honey and the
other from barley or wheat. In each case, they are fermented». Allah's
Messenger replied in a concise but comprehensive manner: «Every intoxicant
is prohibited». (Muslim) He aslo said: «Anything which intoxicates in a
large quantity is (likewise) prohibited in a small quantity*. The prophet did
not make any distinction among intoxicants as to whether they are liquid or
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The Nineteenth Major Sin170

solid, whether they are made from fruit or grain, whether they are the leaves of
plants or the sap of trees, and whether they are eaten or drunk. All intoxicants
are equally prohitited.

By Allah, Satan has never rejoiced as he has done with vile people
addicted to Hashish than anv other intoxicant for he has made it attractive in
their eyes, so they made it lawful (while it is not); for its cheap price.

A story:

Abdul Malik bin Marwan reported that a young man came to him, weeping
sadly, and said: «Leader of believers, I have committed a grave sin, is there
repentance for me?». «What is your sin?» Abdul Malik asked: «It is a great
one» The young man replied. Then Abdul Malik said: «Whatever your sin
might be, repent to Allah Most High, for He accepts repentance from His
servants and forgives them their evil deeds. So the man said: «1 used to open up
graves, and I have seen strange things».« What have you seen? Abdul Malik
asked. The man said: Leader of believers, one night I opened up a grave and
found the face of the dead person turned away from the direction of the Qiblah.
I became afraid and wanted to leave. Then I heard someone inside the grave
saying: «Do you not want to ask the dead man why his face is turned away from
the Qiblah? Thereupon I asked him why he had been turned away to which he
answered: «1 used to neglect the prayer».

Another time, I opened a grave and found its occupant turned into a pig,
with heavy chains and shackles on his neck. I became afraid and wanted to
leave. I then heard someone saying: «Do you not want to ask for what he is
being punished? So I asked the dead one about the cause of his punishment. He
said: «1 used to drink wine while I was alive, and I died without repentance».

Then again, leader of believers, I opened up a third grave and found its
accupant tied to the ground with cards of fire and his tongue hanging out. I got
afraid and wanted to leave, and again I was told to ask the dead person about
the cause of his punishment. After I had asked him, he replied: «1 did not
protect my clothes from urine, and I used to communicate among people and
tell news and tales among them.

And fourth, leader of believers, I opened a grave and found its occupant
burning in fire. I got afraid and wanted to leave. I was told: «Are you not going
to ask him why this is his condition?» «1 asked: Why?» And he replied: «1
abandoned the prayer».
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The Nineteenth Major Sin172

And fifth, leader of believers, I opened a grave and found it wide open as
much as my sight can travel, and it was full of bright light and the dead body
was sleeping Comfortably on a bed, clothed in fine garments, and light was
spreading from him. I became awed at this sight and intended to leave. Then
someone told me: «Why do you not ask him why he is being treated so
honourably?». After asking, I was told that he was a young man, observant of
his duties toward Allah. The Great and Glorious, and diligent in worshipping
Him. Abdul- Malik then remarked that there are lessons in this for the sinful
and pleasant tidings for the obedient servants of Allah.

It is therefore incumbent upon a person who is involved in sinful activities
to turn toward Allah and repent, and begin to obey His Commandments. May
Allah make all of us His obedient servants, and save us from sinful actions.
Indeed, He is the Generous and the Magnanimous!.
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The Twentieth Major Sin

Gambling

Allah Most High says:

«You who believe, liquor and gambling, idols and raffles, are only the
filthy work of satan; turn aside from it that you may prosper. Satan only
wants to stir up enmity and hatred among you by means of liquor and
gambling, and to hinder you from remembering God and praying. So, will
you stop?». [al- Mai'dah.5: 90-91],

Gambling covers so many kinds; dice, chess, pebbles, backgammons,
cards, or any other sort of contest. It is included in the meaning of Allah's
prohibition:

«Do not devour your wealth among yourselves through deceit and
falsehoods [al- Baqarah. 2:188],

It is also included in the meaning of the saying of the prophet (SAW):
«Some men who plunge themselves in the property of Allah unlawfully,
will plunge in the Fire on the Day of Judgements (Bukhari). Allah's
Messenger (SAW) said: «If anyone says to his Companion, «come, let us
gamble», he has to give charitys (Muslim and Bukhari). If mere speaking
about gambling requires a compensation or charity, what is to be said of the act
of gambling itself?.

Chapter: In Backgammon and Chess

There appeared a difference !of opinion among scholars concerning
bockgammon and chess when both (games) take place without bet. But they all
agreed that backgammon is prohibited according to the saying of Allah's
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Messenger (SAW): «The one who plays backgammon is just like a person
who dyes his hand with a pig’s flesh and blood*. (Muslim). He (SAW) also
said: «The one who plays backgammon disobeys Allah and His
Messenger». (Malik, Abu Da’wood, Ibn Majah, and Baihaqi). And Ibn Umar
(RAA) said: Gambling with backgammon is like smearing the body with lard».
(Pork fat ) .

As for playing chess, scholars agree that if betting is involved, it
constitutes gambling and hence it is clearby prohibited. If there is no betting,
some scholars consider it as forbidden, while Imam Shafi' i allows it, provided
it is played in privacy and does not involve neglecting duties or missing prayer.
Imam Nawawi was asked about playing chess and he replied: The majority of
scholars consider it prohibited. Imam Nawawi was also asked whether a chess
player is sinful or not, and he said: If , because of playing, the prayer is missed
from its proper time, or if betting is involved, it is prohibited. But if it is
without betting, it is considered detestable by Shafii and prohibited by others.

The evidence for being prohibited goes back to Allah's Most High saying:
«Prohibited to you is anything that dies by itself, and blood and pork
Or what you divide up in a raffle*, [al- Mai'dah. 5:3]. Sufian and Waki'i bin
Jarrah said that it is chess playing.

Ali bin Abi Taleb (RAA) said: «Chess is the gambling of the Persians*.
He once passed by some people engaged in playing chess and said: «What are
these statues which you are so devoted to? If any of you touches a brand of fire
until it is extinguished, it would be far better than touching it. Then he said to
them: «By God you were not created for this. He (RAA) also said: «A chess
player is the most lying of people, for he says: «1 killed* whereas he did not
kill, and he says: «Checkmate» (Arabic; Mat, meaning, died) whereas no body
died. Abu Musa al- Ach'ari (RAA) said: «Only a wrongdoer plays chess*.
Ishaq bin Rahawey was asked: «Do you see any harm in playing chess?* He
replied: «A11 harm is in it*. Then he was argued: «But the people of the border
towns play with it for war reasons, and he said: It is immoral.

Ibn Umar (RAA) was asked about chess, and he said: «It is worse than
backgammon*. Imam Malik was also asked about chess and he said: «Chess is
backgammon. And we know that backgammon had been prohibited. It is
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178 The Twentieth Major Sin

reported that after Ibn Abbas (RAA) was entrusted with an orphan, he found a
chess set among what the orphan had inherited from his father, and he burned
it . If playing chess had been permissible, he would not have burnt its pieces
from amongst the property of an orphan. He must therefore have considered it
forbidden, in the same category as wine, because if wine is inherited by an
orphan, it must be poured out.

Abu Bakr Al- Akram reported that Allah's Messenger (SAW) said:

«AIlah Most High looks three hundred and sixty times backwards
everyday, but out of which the chess player has no one. That is because he
says check mate*.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«If you pass by those who gamble by raffles, backgammon, and chess or
other types of pastimes games, do not greet them. That is because when
they gather and bend over them, the devil will come with his adherents
and encircle them. Whenever any of them (gamblers) tries to stop playing,
Satan will kick him by his adherents, so they continue gambling until they
separate by themselves like a group of dogs which gathered round a
cadaver and snapped it until they filled their bellies, then dispersed in
(every direction)*.

The prophet (SAW) is also reported to have said :

«On the Day of Judgement, the most severe punishement will be for
the person who plays chess. Does not he say «I killed it* by God, it is dead,
whereas he is a liar and did not kill anything.

Mujahed said: «When a person is about to die, he sees himself sitting
among the people whom he was often with. Therefore, when a chess player's
time of death approaches and someone tells him, «Say «La Ilaha Ilia Allah*, he
replies «checkmate», since that is the phrase he was accustoned to repeating:
Similarly, when an alcholic is asked to recite the Shahadah on his deathbed, he
replies «Drink, and give me to drink*, then he expires: «There is no might and
no power except in Allah Most High. It is as has been reported in a Hadith:
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180 The Twentieth Major Sin \

«Every person dies in the state in which he used to live, and he is raised up
in the state in which he died». (Muslim).

We ask Allah, the Most Generous, to cause us to die as Muslims!.
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The Twenty First Major Sin

Slandering Chaste Women

Allah Most High says:
«Those who cast things up at heedless (yet) believing matrons will be

cursed in this world and the Hereafter. They will have severe torment on a
day when their tongues, their hands and their feet will testify against them
concerning whatever they have been doing». [al- Nur 24:23- 24].

«Flog those who cast things up at honourable matrons with eighty lashes
unless they bring four witnesses, and never accept their testimony from them
(again). Those are immarol!». [al- Nur. 24:4].

Allah Most High has made it clear in the above quoted verses that any
person who slanders a chase believing woman and accuses her with adultery
and lewdness is cursed in this world and the Hereafter, and he will have a bitter
punishment. His punishment, in this world will be eighty lashes, and his
testimony will never be accepted.

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «Avoid the seven noxious things», and
among them he included slandering chaste but heedless believing women.
Slandering a chaste Muslim woman is to call her an adultress, a whore, or a
slut; to call her husband the husband of a whore; to call her son a bastard or the
son of a whore; to call her daughter a bastard girl or the daughter of a whore.

Any person who falsely accuses a man of adultery or homosexuality, or
who accuses a child of being an object of sodomy, merits the punishment of
eighty lashes, unless he or she brings clear evidence of his accusation. And the
evidence, according to what Allah Most High says, consists of four witnesses
who will testify to the truth of the accusation against that woman or that man.
Otherwise the one who brought the accusation will be lashed, if the accused
demanded that. Similarly, the one who falsely accuses his white- slave
(Mamlouke) or his slave girl (Jariah), will be subject to the same order. That is
because the prophet (SAW) said: «The one who slanders his white- slave (in
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.The Twenty First Major Sin184

possession) with adultery, will incur punishment on the Day of Judgement
unless his accusation is proved correct. (Bukhari and Muslim).

In case the false accuser is not punished in this world, he or she will be
punished on the Day of Judgement. Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «The man
who pronounces words (of accusation) without evidence will falter (on the
bridge) and will fall into the Fire for a distance greater than that which
lies between the East and the West. At this, Mu'adh bin Jabal said: O
Messenger of Allah, shall we be held accountable for what we say? The
prophet replied: «Watch yourself, O Mu'adh! Will people be thrown into
the Fire on their faces except for what their tongues have reaped?». The
prophet (SAW) also said: «Anyone who believes in Allah and the Last Day
should either speak good things or keep silent».

Allah Most High says in His Mighty book:
«He will utter no statement without there being an observer on hand

ready to note it down». [Qaf . 50:18].

Uqbah bin Amer (RAA) asked: «0 Messenger of Allah, what is salvation?
The prophet (SAW) replied: «It is to keep control of your tongue, to make
your house sufficient for you, and to weep for your sins. Indeed, the most
remote person in the sight of Allah is the one with a hard heart». (Abu
Da'wood and Tirmidhi). And he said: «The most hated one in the sight of
Allah is a lewd and foul- mouthed person who often uses indecent and foul
words».

We pray to Allah to save us from the evil of our tongues. Truly, He is the
Generous and the Magnanomous!.

92



185

l*Sii jJl dUJb AXJH lit oJb- i-j j*i jJ jlS . J*-y dli jl Sl Ĵl vdJLL*
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The Twenty Second Major Sin

Stealing From The Spoils of War

The spoils of war belong to the general coffers and the house of the well-
fare tax. (Zakat).

Allah Most High says:

«1 ndeed, Allah does not love traitors». [al- Anfal. 8:58].
«No prophet should hold back anyting, and any one who defrauds

anything will bring along whatever he has been withholding on
Resurrection Day*. [Al- Imran. 3:161].

Abu Hurairah (RAA) told: «The Messenger of Allah (SAW) stood up one
day among us and mentioned stealing from the spoils of war, emphasizing its
enormity and declaring it a great sin. He (SAW) then said: «1 would not like
to come, on the Day of Resurrection, across any one of you carrying n
grunting Camel on his neck and calling out to me, «Messenger of Allah,
help me*, and my reply to him: «1 can do no thing for you with Allah, for I
have conveyed the Message to you». I would not like to come, on the Day of
Resurrection, across anyone of you carrying a neighing horse on his neck
and calling out to me, «Messenger of Allah, help me», and my reply would
be: «1 can do nothing for you with Allah, for I have conveyed the
Message to you*. I would not like to come, on the Day of Resurrection,
across anyone of you carrying a bleating sheep on his neck and calling out
to me: ^Message of Allah, help me*, and my reply would be, «1 can do
nothing for you with Allah, for I have conveyed the Message to you*. I
would not like to come, on the Day of Resurrection, across anyone
carrying on his neck any outcrying soul and calling out to me, help me,
Messenger of Allah, and my reply would be: «1 can do nothing for you with
Allah, for I have conveyed the Message to you*. I would not like to come,
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188 The Twenty Second Major Sin

. on the Day of Resurrection, a cross anyone of you carrying, fluttering
clothes on his neck and calling out me, «Messenger of Allah, help me», and
my reply would be: «1 can do nothing for you with Allah, for I have
conveyed the Message to you». And I would not like to come, on the Day of
Resurrection, a cross anyone of you carrying gold and silver on his neck,
and calling out to me, «Messenger of Allah, help me», and my reply would
be: «1 can do nothing to you with Allah, for I have conveyed the Message to
you». (Muslim).

This tradition means that anyone who takes something from the above
mentioned spoils of war, before being distributed among the victors, and from
the state treasury without the permission of the leader (Imam), or from the
Zakat fund that has been collected for the needy, will come on the Day of
Resurrection carrying it on his neck. And this complies with Allah's saying in
the Qur'an: «And anyome who defrauds anything will bring along whatever
he has been witholding on Resurrection Day». [Al- Imran. 3:161].

The prophet (SAW) said: «Hand (the leader) even the needle and the
thread (taken from a defeated enemy), and beware of stealing from the
spoils of war, for it will be a disgrace for the doer on the Day of
Resurrection».

When Ibn Latbiyyah was appointed in charge of Zakat fund, he came and
said: «This is for you and that is for me as a gift from the people, the prophet
climbed the pulpit and after praising God he said: «By Allah, none of you
takes something illegally without his coming on the Day of Resurrection.
Carrying it. Any of you who meets Allah carrying a grunting Camel or a
mooing cow or a bleating cheep, will be unknown to me. He then lifted up
his hands and said, My Lord, have I conveyed the Message?».

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported: «We wrent with Allah's Messenger (SAW)
to Khaybar, (and Allah gave us victory). We did not gain gold or money, but
we gained clothing and food items. Then we went towrad the valley (al- Qura
valley). With the prophet was a slave of his from Jadham tribe called Rafa'ah
bin Yazid. When we camped in the valley, the prophet's slave was standing
there, Untying the saddle of his Camel. The slave was struck by an arrow and
killed on the spot. We said: Messenger of Allah, he is blissed, for he has been
granted martyrdom. Allah's Messenger then said: «Not so! By Him, in whose
hand is my soul, his turban is burning with fire on him because he took it
from the spoils before being distributed». On hearing this, the people were
dismayed. A man with one or two shoelaces, (taken on the day of the battle of
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<lll U5 lAI-ij ÎP ALOU- ioLi]l

C-̂ o ^4 ji t jl
^J~3

*l>- P-1 jiiU *-o->o ^^lll olSjJl
" -- O ' O ' ' - - O -' o -*o -- - -• v*”'. ^ kUill JP UJ ol Jlif jTydl ^ ^U:

f -*

JLP AJI$ d^ixJlj ^S\J\J JxiJl Ij^l ® I ^^
jJl JjiJj

43J-*aJl <̂
ip A-wjdJl

^jjl Ld dj-dJ . ( Y )«i*UJl <U^L?

<ul J^J>-J ^
jdl

^*dl Jt^Jl (^J-̂ l ld*kj 1d-̂ • d ^ij t ^Ji j
Nj Ajb>- ljL

*i ^r^ LgJw4 j^l jj>-b S/ AI)IJ ® I dli jl
^5} AJLP ^i\ -

f-lpj AJ I 4ttl ^d j%ddo jpl j^3 C AJL̂ >CJ i^oLiSl rji ^.^KcuiJj
^J-fc I d ^ii OJJ ^ij ® jl jlĵ >- l^J OJAJ jl
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The Twenty Second Major Sin

Khaybar) whereupon the prophet remarked: «AIace or two laces of fire!».
(Malik and Abu Da'wood).

Abdullah bin Amru bin al- A's (RAA) narrated: «There was a man called
Karkara who took care of the prophet's belongings. Karkara died and the
prophet (SAW) remarked: «He is in the Fire». The people then went and
searched his place, and found a cloak which he had stolen from the spoils of
war. (Bukhari).

190

Zayd bin Khalid reported that a man stole something from the spoils of
Khaybar. When this man died, the prophet abstained from praying his funeral
prayer and said: «Your Companion was a traitor to the cause of AIlah».
Zayd said: «We then searched his belongings and found a pearl from among the
pearls of the Jews (of Khaybar), of a value equal to two Dirhams». Imam
Ahmad said: «We did not hear that the prophet (SAW) abstained from praying
the funeral prayer except for the persons who stole from the spoils of war, and
the one who has committed suicide. He (SAW) said: «Gifts to officials are
illegal». (Ahmad and Ibn Majah).

There are many sayings of the prophet (SAW) in this regard, and some of
them will be reported in the chapter on oppression. Oppression is of three
types:

The first type: to acquire property illegally.
The second type: Oppressing people by killing, wounding, or beating

them.

The third type: Oppressing people by abusing, cursing, or slandering them.
In his address at Mina, the prophet (SAW) said: «Your blood, your

property, and your honour are as sacred as this day, this month, and this
City of yours are». (Bukhari and Muslim).

We beg for Allah's guidance to what is pleasing to Him. Indeed, He is the
Generous and the Magnanimous.
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The Twenty- Third Major Sin

Stealing

Allah Most High says:
«As for the male and female thief, cut off their hands as a penalty for

whatevere they have earned, and as an exemplay punishment from Allah.
And Allah is Almighty, Wise». [al- Maidah. 5:38].

Ibn Shihab said: «Allah has inflicted the penalty of cutting of the hand for
stealing people's property. He is Almight in His avenging of the thief and wise
in deciding this punishment.

Allah's Messenger said: «An adulterer, while Committing adultery is
not a believer; a thief, while stealing is not a believer, but repentance is
still suggested for sa!vation». (Bukhari, Muslim, and Nisa' i).

Ibn Umar (RAA) reported that the prophet (SAW) cut the hand of a thief
for stealing a coat- of- mail worth three Dirhams. Aishah (RAA) said: «The
prophet used to cut off the hand of a thief if the value of the stolen property
was a quarter of a Dinar or more».-(Bukhari and Muslim).

It is reported that the prophet (SAW) said: «Do not cut off the hand of a
thief, if the value of the stolen property is less than the price of a small
coat- of- mail». (Muslim). When 'Aishah' was asked: «How much is the price
of a small coat- of- mail? She replied: «Aquarter of a Dinar». A quarter of a
Dinar is equal to three Dirhams, as a Dinar is twelve Dirhams.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Massenger (SAW) as saying:
«Allah has cursed the robber. He steals an egg and his hand is cut off; he
steals a rope and his hand is cut off». (Bukhari and Muslim). Al- A'mash
said: «Some people used to interpret the «egg» as (refering to) an iron helmet
and the rope to be of a value of three Dirhams at least».

Aishah (a wife of the prophet's) (RAA) narrated: «Alady of the Makhzumi
tribe in Quraish used to borrow objects of delight and not turn them back (to
their owners), so the prophet (SAW) gave the order to cut her hand. Her people
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194 The Twenty- Third Major Sin

went to Usamah bin Zayd (a favourite companion of the prophet) and asked
him to intercede with the prophet for her. When Usamah spoke to the prrophet
about this, the prophet (SAW) said: «Do you intercede with me in the matter
of a punishment prescribed by Allah? Then he got up and addressed the
people saying: O people, the nations before your vanished because if a
person from among the nobility committed theft, they let him go, while if a
lowly person among them committed theft, they applied the prescribed
punishment to him. By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of Muhammad
commits theft, Muhammad will cut off her hand! Thereupon the
Makhzumi woman’s hand was cut off». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Abdur Rahman bin Jarir said: «We asked Fadalah bin 'Ubaid if hanging
the thief s hand from his neck was (a practice) of the Sunnah. He replied that a
thief was once brought to the prophet who gave the order to cut off his hand
and hang around his neck». (Tirmidhi, Abu Dawood, and ibn Majah).

Scholars said: «A thief repentance is of no use unless he returns the stolen
property to the owners. In case he does not have the property (itself) nor
enough money to pay for it, he must obtain the forgiveness of the owners,
(before deserving Allah's forgiveness).
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The Twenty- Foilrth Major Sin

Highway Robbery

Allah Most High says:

«The penalty for those who wage war upon Allah and His Messenger,
and spread havoc through the land, is to be slaughtered, or crucified, or
have their hands and feet cut off on opposite sides, or to be banished from
the land. That will mean their disgrace in this world, while they will have
serious torment in the hereafter, [al - Ma'idah. 5:33].

Al- Wahidi( 1 ), may Allah have mercy upon him, said: The meaning of to
«wage war upon Allah and His Messenger» is to disobey them. Anyone who
disobeys Allah is a warrior against Him. According to Malik, Shafi'i and
Awza'i, those who «spread havoc in the land» by committing murder, theft,
robbery, and using violence against the believers, are the ones who wage war
on Allah and His Messenger.

In the interpretation of «to be slaughtered, or acrucified, or have their
hands and feet cut off on apposite sides, or to be banished from the land, al-
Walibi(2) , on the authority of Ibn Abbas (RAA), says: The discretion of the
judge (Imam) is involved here. He may sentence the criminals to be killed or
crucified, or may banish them from the land. This is also the opinion of Hasan,
Sa'id bin Musayyab, and Mujahid.

Ibn Sa'd al- Qufi says: «Here various penalties are prescribed for various
crimes. If someone kills and robs, he should be killed and crucified; if someone
robs but does not kill, his limbs are to be cut off; and if someone sheds blood
but does not rob, he is to be killed, and if someone menaces the travellers but
does not kill, he should be banished from the land. This is the doctrine of
Shafi'i (RAA).

(1) He is Abu- al Hasan, Ali bin Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Ali bin Mattaway. He is an author
of a number of books in Religion and literature. He died in 468 H.

(2) Ali bin Talhah al- Walibi, the reporter of «Ibn Issa interpretations
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198 The Twenty- Fourth Major Sin

Shafi' i also said: The punishment should fit the crime. Moreover, the
criminal who deserves to be killed and crucified sould first be killed and then
put on the cross for three days, and then taken down (to be buried); the one who
is to be killed without crucifixion should be killed and his body should be
given to his relatives to be buried); the one who deserves to have a limb cut off
but not be killed, should have his right hand cut off and the place of amputation
should be cauterised by hot oil (to stop the bleeding and make it heal ). If he
repeats his crime of stealing, his left foot will be cut off. And if the steals for a
third time, his left hand will be cut off .

This scale of punishments for a thief accords with the prophet's saying: «If
he steals, cut off his hand, then if he steals, cut off his foot, then if he
steals, cut off his hand, and then if he steals, cut off his foot». ( Abu
Da' wood and Nisa' i). It also accords with the practise of Abu Bakr and Umar,
and none of the other Companions had a different opinion. Alternation of right
hand, left foot, left hand, right foot, is in accordance with the meaning of
Allah's word «on opposite sides».

In explaining of «to be banished from the land». Ibn Abbas says: «This is
when the ruler (Imam) makes the killing of the criminal permissible, in case he
can not be captured alive, while if he is captured alive, he is imprisoned. If the
criminal is arrested and prevented from wandering in the Land, he is truly
banished from it.

Ibn Qutaibah recited verses to some prisoners saying:
world, though we are among its people.

We' ve left this

So we are neither of the alive, nor of the dead. If the jailer once comes to
us for anything.

We get surprised and say: He belongs to this world!.

The mere act of blocking the highway and threatening travellers is a major
sin in itself. If, in addition to that, someone robs, inflicts wounds, or kills, how
much more serious a sin that will be!.

These acts normally include abandonment of prayer, spending the stolen
money on forbidden deeds such as drinking wine, committing fornication and
sodomy, and other evil acts.

We ask Allah to protect us from every trial and affliction, for He is
Magnanimous, Generous, forgiving and Merciful.
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The Twenty Fifth Major Sin

Taking A False Oath

Allah Most High says:
«Those who barter Allah's pledge plus their (own) oaths for a paltry

price will have no share in the Hereafter, nor will God ever speak to them
nor even look at them on Resurrection Day. He will not purify them while
they will have painful torment. [Al- Imran. 3:77]

Al- Wahidi says: Two men in dispute over a piece of land came to the
prophet (SAW) for settlement. The defendant was about to take a false oath
when Allah revealed this verse. Listening to it, the defendant abstained from
taking the oath and admitted the right of the claimant.

Al- Ash'ath said: «This verse was revealed concerning my case. There was
a piece of land over which I and a Jew had a dispute. I brougth my claim to the
prophet (SAW). He asked me to produce some evidence. I said that I had no
evidence. The prophet then asked the Jew to take an oath. I said: O Messenger
of Allah, if he now takes an oath, he will take away my property. Then Allah
revealed this verse.

The meaning of the verse is that if one gains some advantage in this world
by taking a false oath, he will have no portion in the reward of the Hereafter.
Allah will neither speak to him (words of ease) nor look at him (with mercy
and forgiveness) nor purify or praise him.

Abdullah bin Mas'oud reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «If
someone takes a false oath in order to appropriate the property of a
Muslim, he will incur the wrath of Allah when he meets Him». Abdullah
said that the prophet then recited the verse quoted above. (Bukhari and
Muslim).

Abu Umamah said: «We were in the presence of Allah's Messenger (SAW)
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ERifi IP̂ TR j[C|̂ S|pn»rr69HI aJ
O

IS!ilfii[g?8Sg& g55)^£|
O^RCS^FZI ISafz@^c2l os



202 The Twenty Fifth Major Sin

and he said: If someone, in a dispute, takes a false oath through which he grabs
the property of a Muslim person, it becomes incumbent upon Allah to send him
to the Fire and forbid him the Garden». Someone asked: What if it is something
paltry, Messenger of Allah? He replied: Even if it is a twig from the Arak tree
(a Miswak) (Muslim). Hafs bin Maysarah remarked that this was a very severe
tradition, to which Abu Umamah replied: Does not it say in Allah's Book:
Those who barter Allah's pledge plus their (own) oaths for a paltry price*.

Abu Dhar reported that Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «There are three
(types of) people to whom Allah will neither speak on the Day of
Resurrection nor will he purify them, and they will have a painful
torment*. He repeated this three times. Abu Dharr then remarked: «Wretched
and losers may they be, O Messenger of Allah. Who are they? The prophet
(SAW) replied: «One who trails his garment (out of pride); One who
recounts his favours to others in public; and one who sells his merchandise
backed by false oaths (Bukhari ).

The prophet (SAW) said: «The major sins are: Associating anything
with Allah, disobedience to parents, murder, and taking a false oath
(Bukhari).

Chapter:
Swearing By Something or Someone Other Than Allah:

That is like swearing by the prophet, the Ka'bah, the angels, the heavens,
water, life, and HONESTY which is the hardest among them.

Ibn Umar reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Allah forbids
you to swear by your fathers, so, the one who has to take an oath should
(either) swear by Allah or remain silent*. (Bukhari).

Abdur- Rahman bin Samurah reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as
saying: «Do not swear by idols or by your fathers*. (Muslim)

Buraidah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «Anyone who
swears by honesty does not belong to us*. (Abu Da'wood).

Ibn Umar heard a man saying: «By the Ka'bah! So he told him: Don't
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<b! J -̂>»J l^j lji3
(r) ft^si5CJi <ai>*Jij 4i*ja

(jaaij couaij iju <ui

O-J'j 4 a '̂ ci^j C 4JU *V)M r ^slPJl * :§t JUj

^5 a)
C5jUxJi 4>-^>- i ft

^̂ ^̂ ai
c ^a^i ^3 -̂AJL>JI I^J

*V ay*^ c.-*^-** ^ 1^*3

203

1 _y>T^ !iO$ L*J

JUP US : JU
LSI <J <0)1

J-’J

r̂ Jj

L^1 -P J> 0*J

JJ-̂ JU ljj~-*~J IJJU^ • ji _>j' JLii

cs* : JJj
( a ) UllJ

,y :J âi
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The Twenty Fifth Major Sin204

swear by anything other than Allah, for I heard Allah's Messenger (SAW) say:
«Anyone who swears by anything other than Allah has disbelieved and set
up partners with AIlah». (Tirmidhi).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
one who swears by al- Lat and al- UZZA (pre- Islamic pagan goddesses),
should say, there is no deity except Allah; and the one who says to his
friend, «Come let us gamble, should immediately give something in
charity». (Bukhari).
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The Twenty- Sixth Major Sin

Oppression

Oppression means taking away other people's property unjustly and doing
wrong to them through beating, abusing, and mistreating them; and taking
advantage of the weak.

Allah Most High says:

Do not reckon Allah is oblivious of what wrongdoers are doing; He is
merely putting them off till a day when their eyesight will be glazed as
they dash along with their heads tilted forward, their glances not checking
back for them, and their vital organs gaping open. Warn mankind against
a Day when torment will come upon them. Those who have done wrong
will say: «Our Lord, put us off for a short while; We will answer your
appeal and follow the messengers! (Thereupon they will be told). «Did you
not use to swear previously that you would never (face) extinction? You
have inhabited the dwellings of those who wronged themselves; and it was
made clear to you how We dealt with them, and We made up parables for
you. [Ibrahim.14: 42- 45].
«The way (to blame them) is open only against those who oppress people.
[Al- Shura. 42: 42].

«Those who do wrong shall know what sort of upsets they may expect
to face. [Al- Shu'araa. 26: 287].

The prophet (SAW) said: «Allah does put off for the oppressor, but
when He finally seires him, He will not let him escape*. (Bakhari and
Muslim). The prophet then recited.

«Even so will your Lord seize things when He takes over any towns
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The Twenty- Sixth Major Sin208

while they are doing wrong; His grasp will be painful, severe. [Hud. 11:
102].

Abu Hurairah reported Allah's Messenger as saying: «If anyone has done
wrong to his Muslim brother as regards his honour or any other thing, he
should make reparation to him before a Day on which there will be no
Dinar or Dirham (no dollar and cent). If he had any good deeds to his
credit, they will be taken away from him in the size of his wrong- doing,

and if he did not have any good deeds, the evil deeds of the other (the
wronged) will be loaded upon him. (Bukhari and Tirmidhi).

Abu Dharr reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Allah Most
High says: «My servants, I have prohibited injustice to Myself and have
made it prohibited among you; do not oppress each other, then. (Muslim).

Allah's Messenger (SAW) asked: Do you know who is the (penniless)
poor? The listeners replied: «Messenger of Allah, the poor among us is the
one who does not have any money or property». Then the prophet said:
«The poor, in my nation (Ummah) is that person who will come on the Day
of Resurrection backed with prayers, fasting, Zakat, and Hajj; but also
with a number of injustices to others, such as; abusing this one, taking the
property of that one, slandering one, hitting another, or shedding the
blood of someone else. Thereafter his good deeds will be taken one after
one and given to this person or that person, who were wronged by him). If
his good deeds have been exhausted before his wrong deeds are all settled,
some of the evil deeds of the wronged persons will be allocated to him, and
he will be thrown into the Fire». (Muslim and Tirmidhi).

When the Messenger of Allah sent Mu'adh to Yemen (as a governor), he
told him: «Beware of the supplication of the oppressed, since there is no
veil between him and Allah. (Bukhari and Muslim).

A'ishah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «If someone
wrongfully takes even one span of another person’s land, on the Day of
Resurrection his neck will be encircled by it to the depth of seven earths.
(Bukhari and Muslim).

Some people recited the verses:

Don't oppress others, even when you are able to
For the autcome of oppression is deep regret.
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Thy eyes sleep while file oppressed is still awake,
Calling upon you wils Allah's eye is watchful.

Some of our forefathers used to say: «Do not oppress the weak for you will
be among the villains of the powerful then».

Jabir (RAA) reported: «When Mecca was conquered, Muslims, who had
(earlier) migrated to Abyssinia returned and met the prophet. He (SAW) asked
them to tell somthing strange about the Abyssinian people. Then some young
men said: «Yes, Messenger of Allah! Once we were sitting and saw a very old
woman passing by with a jug of water on her head. She passed by a young man
who put his hand between her shoulders and pushed her so hard that she fell
down and broke the water jug. The old woman stood up then, looked at him,
and said: «You treacherous villain! You will learn on the Day when Allah will
gather the former and the latter (peoples); When hands and feet will tell about
what they did, then you will know! That day the matter between you and me
will be settled. On hearing that the Messenger of Allah (SAW) remarked: She
has spoken the truth. How can Allah bless a nation which does not help its
weak ones against its strong?». (Ibn Majah and Baihaqi).

Some people used to recite the following verses concerning the oppressor.

If the tyrant made appression a vessel to sail,
And insisted haughtily on his foul attainments

Leave him to the misfortunes and judgement of time;
When every thing he did not reckon will be apparent to him.

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «There are five (types of)
persons with whom Allah is angry. He may punish them is this world or
may post pone their punishment by fire to the Hereafter. They are: Aruler
of a nation who takes all abligations from his subjects but does not offer
them anything nor removes injustice from them; a leader of a prople
whom they obey but he does not deal equitably between the strong and the
weak, and speaks according to his own desires and wishes; a person who
does not instruct his wife and children to obey Allah and does not teach
them their religious duties; a person who hires a worker, and after the
work is completed, does not pay him his full wages; and a person who
unjustly holds his wife’s (Mahr) dower.
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212 The Twenty- Sixth Major Sin

Abdullah bin Sallam said: «When Allah Most High created human beings,
they stood erect and, lifting their heads toward the sky, asked: O Lord, who are
you with? He replied: «With the oppressed one, Until he is given his rights».

Wahb bin Munabbih told the following story: A tyrannical king
constructed a tremendous palace. Afterwards, an old miserable woman built a
hut to sleep in at one side of the palace. One day, the tyrant rode his horse and
went around the palace. He saw the little hut and asked to whom it belonged.
He was told that it belonged to an old miserable woman who slept in. He gave
the order to demolish the hut and it was demolished. When the woman came
back and asked about who had destroyed her hut, she was told that the king had
ordered that. She raised her head toward the sky and complained: O Lord, if I
was absent, where have you been? Wahb said: «Allah ordered Jibril to turn the
palace upsidedown with the people in it, and so did Jibril.

It is told that when Khalid bin Barmak (The grand vizier of the caliph
Harun al- Rashid) and his son were imprisoned, the son said: «Father, after
being so powerful, how did we end up in prison?». Khalid replied: «My son,
the supplication of the oppressed mounted up during a night while we were
heedless of it, but Allah was not heedless.

Harun Al- Rashid put the poet Abu al- Atahijah in prison, so he wrote two
lines of verse to him:

Beware! By God, oppression is a misfortune.
And the wrongdoer is still the oppressor.

O'oppressor, you will learn when we meet tomorrow.
In the presence of Allah who is to be blamed.

Abu Umamah said: The oppressor will come, on the Day of Resurrection,
on the bridge over Hell where the oppressed meets him and reminds him of his
wrong- doings. The oppressed will not leave the oppressors until they have
taken away all their good deeds. If the oppressors' good deeds are not sufficient
to balance the wrong they did, the evil deeds of the oppressed will be heaped
upon them until they become deserving the lowest level of the Fire».
(Tabarani).

Abdullah bin Anis (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
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214 The Twenty- Sixth Major Sin

«On the Day of Resurrection, people will be raised up barefooted, naked,
and uncircumcised. They will hear a voice which will be heard near and
far, saying: «Iam the King and the Judge. No inhabitant of the Garden will
enter Paradise, and no inhabitant of the Fire will enter Hell as long as
there remains a wrong done to others, even as much as a slap, until I
retaliate for it. Your Lord is not unjust to anyone

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «On
the Day of Resurrection, the one who gave a single whiplash wrongfully
will be avenged». (Bazzar and Tabarani).

It was narrated that a Persian king (Kisra) employed a tutor for his son.
This tutor taught the child good manners and all sorts of knowledge until the
prince had learned it well. One day the tutor sent for the prince, and without
any cause, started beating him severely. The prince harboured resentment in
his heart against the tutor for this wrong treatment.

••

When the king died and the prince took his place, he called his former
tutor and reminded him that on such and such a day, he had beaten him harshly
for no reason. The tutor replied: «Listen, O king! After you had learned very
well what I had tanght you of manners and knowledge, I knew that one day
after your father's death you would ascend the throne. I made up my mind to
teach you the pain of beating and the pain of oppression,-so that you would not
be unjust to anyone». The king said: «May Allah reward you for it!». He then
gave the tutor a pension and let him go.

«Varieties of Oppressions
1 - The first variety of oppression is consuming an orphan's property

beyond the limits allowed for the guardian. The prophet (SAW) is
reported to have said: «The supplication of the oppressed is lifted up
over the clouds and Allah Most High says: «By My Might and
Highness I will support you (the oppressed) even after a while.

Poetry in oppression:
Heed the supplication of the oppressed for his call

Is lifted up over the clouds and answered.
Heed the supplication of the one that there exists

No vail between his call and the Lord of the worlds.
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^̂ -Jl <j-P *l>*J

.0)«i*UJt
r-*

jJ^Jl ^Jb tal ^Jr^~ t 4J3^JJ «UJL^J OJJJJ lojp* L5J*~£ Ol L^» j

^2̂ l0->0^i L) 4JJ+PJ Lo^j »^3 ĵJl o u-O^lj ^J-N^LJI ^3 4JL*J|
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Do not thinks that Allah is Unmindful of his case
Or that anything could be concealed to Him.

It has been proved that Allah has said:
By My Might and Highnes, I will support the oppressed.

And the one who does not believe such sayings
Is truly ignorant or suffering madness.

2 - One of the greatest froms of oppression is the delay of fulfilling one's
obligation while that one is able to do it. The prophet (SAW) said:
«The delay of a rich man is oppressions (Bukhari and Muslim).
According to another Hadith, it is permissible to prosecute such a
person and sentence him to a prison term.

3 - The third kind of oppression is not to give one's wife her maintenance
or Mahr (dower). This is included in the meaning of the tradition «The
delay of a rich man is oppression, because a rich man can afford to pay
his obligations.

Ibn Mas'oud (RAA) said: «On the Day of Resurrection, the hand of the
servant or the maid will be held, and a call will be held above the heads of
people: This is such and such, the son of such and such. Whoever has a claim
against him cy her, come and take it». Ibn Mas'oud continued: «The woman
who has a claim against her father or brother or husband will then rejoice». He
then recited: «Once the trumpet is blown, no ties of kinship will exist
between them on that Day, nor may they question one another, [al-
Muminoon. 23:101].

Ibn Mas'oud Continued: Allah will forgive, to whoever He wills, any sins
against Himself , but He will not forgive any right due to people. Thus, the
slave (to God) will be obliged to stand before the people, and Allah Most High
will ask the claimants to take their rights. He Most High will tell the angels:
Take his good deeds from him and give them to the claimants, according to
their claims. If he is faithful to Allah, and even a particle's worth of good deeds
is left over, Allah will increase it and will make him enter the Garden.
However, if he is an evil person, so that none of his good deeds is left, the
angels will say: «Our Lord, his good deeds have all been distributed, but there
are still some claimants». Allah will tell them: «Take some of their evil deeds
and add them to his evil deeds. He will then be beaten and driven to the Fire.
This is Confirmed by the prophet's Hadith: «Among my people, the poor one
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is that person who will come on the Day of Resurrection with prayers,
fasting, Zakat and Hajj, but also with (a number of injustices to others,
such as) abusing this one, taking the property of that one, slandering ,

another, hitting another, and shedding the blood of someone else. Then his
good deeds will be taken away from him one by one (in Compensation for
his wrong- doing, and distributed among those whom he had oppressed. If
his good deeds are exhausted before his evil deeds are settled, then some of
the evil deeds (of those whom he wronged) will be allocated to him, and he
will be thrown into the Fire. (Muslim and Tirmidhi).

4 - The fourth variety of oppression is not to give the worker his wages
after he has done his work.

Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: «Allah Most High says: There are
three (types of) persons whose adversary I myself will be on the Day of
Resurrection- and if I am soneone's adversary, his case is decided
adversely; the one who gives a promise of protection (to a person) and then
betrays him; the one who sells a free person and consumes the value of his
sale, and the one who does not pay the worker his wages after he has
finished his work. Therefore, if anyone oppresses a Jew or a Christian, or
diminishes a worker's wages, or burdens him beyond his capacity, or takes
anything away from him without his agreement, Allah Most High will be
his adversary on the Day of Resurrection. (Bukhari).

Similar is the case of a debtor who takes a false oath in order not to pay
his debt, as the prophet (SAW) has said: «If someone takes a false oath in
order to appropriate the property of a Muslim brother, it becomes
incumbent Upon Allah to send him to the Fire and forbid him the Garden:
«Someone asked: «What if it is something paltry, Messenger of Allah? He
replied: «Even if it is a twig from the Arak tree*. (Muslim».

Fear the punishment of tomorrow if you sufficed
What your hands have gained today justly in the balance.

In a situation where we can only see one who stares
Fixedly or with a head tilted forward in humiliation.

Their limbs are the witnesses against them, and their jail
Is Fire with a harsh courageous Governor.
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If you delay others' rights while you are prosperous
You are to paythem back tomorrow while you are penniless.

It is also reported that the most hateful thing for a person, on the Day of
Resurrection, is to come, across a familiar face lest that person should bring a
claim against him concerning some injustice done to him in the world, because
on the Day of Resurrection all claims will be settled, retaliation even being
taken for the hornless sheep from the horned one».

The prophet (SAW) said: «If anyone has done wrong to his Muslim
brother as regards his honour or any other thing, he should make
reparation to him before a Day on which there will be no Dinar or Dirham.
If he had any good deeds to his credit, they will be taken away from him in
the size of his wrong doing, and if he did not have any good deeds, the evil
deeds of the other (the wronged) will be loaded upon him, and he will be
thrown to the Fire. (Bakhari and Muslim).

Abu Ayyoub- al- Ansari (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as
saying: «On the Day of Resurrection, the first disputants will be the man
and his wife. By Allah, her tongue will keep silent, but her hands and feet
will testify concerning any troubles she brought upon her husband in the
world, and his hands and feet will testify to whatever good or bad he
brought upon her (his wife). Similarly, the man and his servants will be
called to testify against one another. There will be no Dinars or Dirhams to
be exchanged that Day, but the good deeds of this oppressor will be given
to that oppressed, and the evil deeds of this oppressed one will be loaded
on that oppressor. Then the tyrants will be chained with iron chains and it
will be said: «Take them to the Fire» [Tabarani].

The judge Shuraih said: «The tyrants will know, as soon as they commit
tyranny, that they are awaiting punishment, while the oppressed wait for aid
and reward. It was also reported that if Allah desires good for His servant, he
gives power to someone to do wrong to him (as a test of faith).

Tawoos Yamani came to the caliph Hisham bin Abdul- Malik and said:
«Fear Allah on the Day of the Call. Hisham asked: What is the Day of the Call?
Tawoos replied: Allah Most High says: «An announcer among them will call
out: Allah's curse rests on wrongdoers». [al- A'raf. 7:44].
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222 The Twenty- Sixth Major Sin

Hisham was dumfounded. Tawoos continued: «This is the humiliation of
what may come, so how will the humiliation be when you actually see it? You
who are pleased of being called an oppressor; how many wrongs have you
accumulated? Hell is the jail, and the Most Just is the judge!».

5 - The fifth variety of oppression is a warning against socializing with the
oppressors, interacting with them, or helping them.

Allah Most High says:
«And do not lean on those who do wrong lest the Fire should touch

you. You have no patrons besides Allah; Otherwise you will not be
supproted». [Hud. 11:113].

Ibn Abbas elaborated: «Do not lean on them with love, nor soften your
speech with them or show kindness. Al- Siddi and ibn Zayd said: «Do not
flatter the tyrants. I krimah said: Leaning on them means obeying them and
showing affection to them, while Abu A'liyah explained that it meant not to be
pleased with their deeds.

«Lest the Fire should touch you» means that you will be scorcheed. In the
explanation of «you have no patrons besides Allah». Ibn Abbas says: There
will be no one to prevent Allah's punishment from reaching you, and no one
can help you against His punishment.

Allah Most high says:
«Assemble the ones who have done wrong plus their consorts» [Al-

Saffat. 37:22]. that is to say, the likes of them, their sort of people, and their
adherents.

Ibn Mas'oud (RAA)reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «There
will come rulers surrounded by low types of people and those rulers will
oppress the people and tell lies. Anyone who calls upon them, believes
their lies, and helps them in their oppression, does not belong to me, nor I
belong to him, and ayone who neither calls upon them nor supports them
in their tyranny belongs to me and I belong to him*. He also reported that
the prophet said: «The one who supports a tyrant becomes a subject to
him». (Ahmad and Ibn Habban).

Sa'id bin Musayyib said: «Do not have a full look of content at the
adherents of the tyrants, but refuse and oppose them in your hearts; Otherwise
your good deeds may be of no avail. Makhool al- Dimashqi said: «On the Day

111



jjJ0.IAJIJ i-oLJl 8 223

(*-$**kj Ol ĵ : io^£
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224 The Twenty- Sixth Major Sin

of Resurrection, an annoumcer will call out, «\Vhere are the tyrants and their
adherents? No one who has ever given them their pencil, or anything greater
than that, without being assembled with them in a coffin and thrown into
Hell». A tailor came to Sufyan al- Thawri and said: «1 sew the Sultan's clothes.
Am I a supporter of the tyrants?». Sufyan replied: «You are one of the tyrants
themselves! The supporters are those who sell needles and thread to you».

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «On the Day of
Resurrection, among the floggers who have whips with which they used to
flog people for the benefit of the tyrants». Ibn Umar (RAA) said: On the Day
of Resurrection, the aides of the tyrants and their police will be the
downtrodden dogs of Hell- Fire.

It was reported that Allah Most High revealed to the prophet Moses to
order the tyrants of the people of Israel not to recite his words for He
remembers whoever remembered him and remembering them means to hurl
curses upon them.

The prophet (SAW) said: «Do not stand around a place where an
oppressed person is being beaten without coming to defend him, because
Allah's curse descends upon such a place». (Tabarani).

Ibn Umar reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «A man was
called upon in his grave and told (by the avenging angels: «We will give
you one hundred blows». He started to plead to them until they reduced
them to one blow which they administered to him, and his grave flared up
with Fire. He asked: Why did you give me this blow? They replied: «You
performed the prayer without being clean, and you passed by on
oppressed person and did not help him». If this is the case with someone
who could help an oppressed person but did not, what is it to be said about the
oppressor himself !?.

He also said: «Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or
oppressed». When argued: I can help the oppressed one, but how can I help the
appressor? He replied: «By preventing him from doing wrong, and that is
helping him». (Bukhari and Muslim).

One of the scholars related that he had seen in the dream a man in a
repulsive situation shortly after his death. This man used to serve and help the
tyrants and oppressors. So the scholar asked him: How is the situation with

.• you? The man answered: It is the worst state. Then he asked him again:
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Ui : cJi . Ail 1̂JIP Jl : Jli ?oy Ji : cJLii . JU- J : Jli
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226 The Twenty- Sixth Major Sin

Whither have you been? The man replied: To Allah's torment. The scholar then
asked: How is the situation of tyrants with Him? He said: It is the most horrible
situation; did you not hear Allah 's Most High saying: «Those who do wrong
shall know what sort of upsets they may expect to face». [al- Shu'araa.
26:227],

A Story:
Someone related the following story: «1 saw a man with one of his arms

cut aff at the shoulder, calling out to passers by: «You who see me, take a
lesson and do not appress anyone!». I approached him and said: «My brother,
what is your story? He said: «0 my brother, my story is very unusual. I used to
be an aide to the oppressors. One day I saw a fisherman who had just caught a
large fish which I liked. I came to him and asked him to give me that fish. He
said: I shall not give it to you, but I shall sell it and buy some food for my
children. At that, I gave him a blow, took the fish from him by force, and went
off with it.

While I was walking, carrying the fish, it bit my thumb fiercely. I hurried
home, dropped it from my hand, and held tightly onto my thumb, which was
throbbing with intense pain. I could not sleep all night due to the intensity of
the pain, and when morning came I rushed to a physician, moaning and sighing.
The physaician said: This wound has become gangrenous. I have to amputate
your thumb, or otherwise your whole hand will become infected». So he cut off
my thumb. All night long I was holding tightly to my hand, which began to
throb with pain. The next day I went back to the physician, who told me that
the hand would have to be amputated from the wrist, and he did that. The pain
now spread upward until he told me on the next day that the whole arm would
have to be amputated up to the shoulder; otherwise the poison would spread
throughout the whole body. I had no choice but to have my arm amputated from
the shoulder.

Some people began to ask me about the cause of my pain and trouble. I
told them the story of the fish. They advised me to find that fisherman
immediately and ask his forgiveness before the infection spread throughout my
body and killed me. I went around the town asking about him until I found him
at last. I fell down at his feet, kissing them and weeping bitterly, and said to
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228 The Twenty- Sixth Major Sin

him: O sir, please, for Allah's sake, forgive me! He asked: And who are you? I
replied: I am the one who took your fish unjustly, and then I told him what
happened to me and showed him my arm. He wept for me and said: My brother,
I forgive you and make that fish Halal ( permissible) for you after seeing this
calamity of yours. I then asked: Osir, by Allah; did you cry out to Allah against
me when I took your fish ? He said: «Yes». At that I said to myself that Allah
had shown me the power of the cry of an oppressed person. I then said to him:
Osir, Allah has shown His power through me, and I repent toward Allah the
Most Glorious for my associating with the oppressors. Allah willing, I will
neither go to them nor be among their associates as long as I live.

Truly, Guidance is from Allah.
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The Twenty- Seventh Major Sin

Illegal Gain (al- Makkas)

Al- Makkas is included in Allah's saying:

«The way (to blame them) is open only against those who oppress the
people and behave outrageously on earth without having right to do so.
Those will have painful torment». [al- Shura. 42:42],

A collector of illegal taxes (makkas) is one of the greatest aides of tyrants;
he is rather one of them. He takes what he has no right to it and gives to those
who have no right to. This is why the prophet (SAW) said: «The collector of
illegal taxes will not enter the Garden». (Abu D'awood). So is the case
because he is the servant of the oppressors of people.

It may be asked: How will the Makkas, on the Day of Resurrection,
pay back to the people what he took from them wrongfully? The answer is:
They will take his good deeds away from him, if he had any. He is included
in the meaning of the prophet’s saying: «Do you know who is poor?». The
listeners replied: O Messenger of Allah, the poor, among us, is that person who
does not have any money or property». The prophet (SAW) said: «A mong my
followers, the poor one is that person who will come on the Day of
Resurrection with prayers, fasting. Zakat, and Hajj, but will also come
with (a number of injustices to others, such as) abusing this one, taking the
property of that one, slandering another, hitting another, shedding the
blood of somoene else. Then his good deeds will be taken away from him
one by one (in Compensation before all his wrong deeds are settled, some
of the evil deeds (of the wronged) will be allocated to him and he will be
thrown into the Fire. (Muslim and Tirmidhi).

A collector of illegal taxes is like a highway robber or a thief. All those
who are involved in the operation of collecting illegal taxes, such as the
assessor, the witness to it, the one who seizes it, whether a soldier or an afficer,
share in the guilt of consuming unlawful property.
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232 The Twenty- Seventh Major Sin

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «Flesh which has grown out
of Unlawful resources will not enter the Garden, since the Fire is more
fitting for it». This Hadith is mentioned by Wahidi in the explanation of the
verse, «Say: The evil and the good are not alike». [al- Mai'dah. 5:100].

Jabir (RAA) reported that a man asked Allah's Messenger (SAW): O
Messenger of Allah, I used to do business in Wine and I have saved much
money from selling it. Can I benefit from this money by spending it on deeds of
obediece to Allah Most High? The prophet (SAW- replied: «If you spend it
for Hajj or for Jihad or for Charity, its value in the sight of Allah will not
be more than the wing of a mosquito. Allah accepts only what is good». So,
to confirm the saying of the prophet, Allah sent down: «Say: The evil and the
good are not alike, even though the abundance of evil attracts you». [al-
Ma'idah. 5:100].

Ata'a and al- Hasan say: «Good» here means the lawful and «evil» means
the unlawful!!.
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The Twenty Eighth Major Sin

Consuming Wealth Acquired Unlawfully And
Devouring It Anyway It Came

Allah Most High says:
«Do not devour your wealth among yourselves through deceit and

falsehoods [al- Baqarah. 2:188].

The meaning here is that you should not eat up one another's wealth
unjustly. Ibn Abbas comments: It means by taking a false oath through which a
person approriates the wealth of his brother unjustly. Such false consumption
of wealth has two aspects: One, taking it unjustly through usurpation,
treachery, or theft, and two, taking it for fun or gaming, such as by gambling or
betting and the like.

Khoulah reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Some people
who plunge themselves into acquiring the wealth of Allah unjustly will
deserve the Fire on the Day of Resurrections (Bukhari).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
man who makes a long journey in a disheveled and dusty state, stretches
his hand to heaven, saying: «My Lord, my Lord», although his food, drink,
and clothing are from unlawful sources, and he is nourished by what is
unlawful; how can such a person's supplication be answered? (Muslim).

Anas (RAA) reported that he once said to the prophet (SAW):
«Messenger of Allah, ask God to make my supplication answered*, and the
prophet said to him: «0 Anas, earn your living lawfully; then your
supplication will be answered because if the man raises one bite of
unlawful food to his mouth, his supplication will not be answered for forty
days*. (Mundhiri).

Ibn Masoud (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «Allah
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The Twenty Eighth Major Sin236

has distributed your personality traits among you just as He has
distributed your provisions among you, and Allah bestows worldly goods
upon those whom He likes and upon those whom he does not like; but he
does not bestow the religion save to those whom he likes, and Allah loves
those to whom He has given the religion. No man acquires unlawful wealth
and gives some of it in charity will have it accepted from him, nor will he
receive a blessing for it if he spends from it, and if he leaves some of it
behind his back (when he dies), it will be his provision for the Fire. Allah
does not cancel out an evil deed by an evil deed, but he cancels out an evil
deed by a good deed. (Baihaqi and Ahmad).

Ibn Umar (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
world is sweet and green; and the one who earns wealth in this world
through lawful means and spends it in a right way, Allah will reward him
with Paradise. And the one who earns wealth through unlawful means and
spends it in a wrong way, Allah will admit him to the house of disgrace.
And there might be one who is deeply involved with anyting his nature
lusts to of forbidden things, and he will (Consequently) end in the Fire».
(Baihaqi)

The prophet (SAW) is also reported to have said: «If a person does not
care how he earns his wealth, Allah will not care by which gate He admits
him to the Fire.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «It is
far better for one to put dirt into his mouth than to put something
unlawful into it». (Ahmad).

Yusuf bin Asbat is reported to have said: «If a young man stands up for
worship, Satan w ill tell his adherents to find out the source of his food. If it is a
bad source, he tells them to leave him alone with his pleadings and exertions
because he has rid them of the task of seducing him. That is to say, a person's
exertions in worship are of no use to him if his food comes from unlawful
sources. This is supported by the Hadith: «The man who makes a long
journey in a disheveled and dusty state, stretches his hands to Heaven,
saying, «My Lord, My Lord», although his food, drink, and clothing are
from unlawful sources and he is nourished by what is unlawful; how, then,
can such a person's supplication be answered? (Muslim).

It is reported in a Hadith that each morning and each evening at the Sacred
House in Jerusalem, an angel calls out: «Allah does not accept either the
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238 The Twenty Eighth Major Sin

voluntary or the obligatory worships of a person who eats up what is
prohibited».

Abullah bin Mubarak said: «Rejecting one Dirham from a doubtful source
is dearer to me than giving one hundred thousand Dirhams in charity».

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «When a person performs
the Hajj with Unlawful money and calls out «Here I am» (Labbayk,
Allahumma, Labbayk!) an angel says: No «Here I am» for you, nor are you
pleased! Your Hajj is rejected and thrown back at you!».

Ibn Amru reported Allah’s Messenger (SAW ) as saying: «If a man buys a
cloak for ten Dirhams including one Dirham out of unlawful source Allah
will not accept his prayer as long as he puts the cloak on. (Ahmad).

Wahb ibn Ward said: «Even if you stand firm and straight like a mast
(in your prayers), it will not benefit you unless you surely know that what
you put into your stomach is earned lawfully or not.

Ibn Abbas (RAA) said: «Allah does not accept the obligatory prayer of a
person in whose stomach there is unlawfully earned food until he turns to God
in repentance for it». Sufyan Thawri said: «The one who spends unlawful
wealth in charity is like a person who cleans his clothes with urine, and only
repentance and lawful deeds erase sins». Umar said: «We used to leave off
nine- tenths of what is permissible for fear of involving in the unlawful».

Ka'ab bin Ajarah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Any body who is nourished by unlawful food will never enter the
Garden». (Tirmidhi ).

Zayd ibn Arqam said: Abu Bakr had a slave who used to bring him income
taxes (a share of the outcome of the land), and Abu Bakr would ask him,
«Where did you get this from?» If he was satisfied with the reply, he would eat
from it, or otherwise throw it away. One night the slave brought him some
food, and Abu Bakr who was fasting, forgot to ask him the usual question and
took a bite of the food. Then, remembering, he asked: «Where did you get this
from?». The slave replied: «1 acted as a seer in the days of Pre- Islamic period,
and not being good at it. I deceived them. One of them met me and gave me
that food». Abu Bakr said: «Woe upon you, you almost destroyed me!» Abu
Bakr then put his hand in his mouth to induce vomitting but it did not come.
Someone told him to drink water first. Then he drank and drank until he
vomitted every thing in his stomach. The onlookers of this scene said: «May
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The Twenty Eighth Major Sin240

Allah have mercy upon you- all this just for one bite? Abu Bakr said: If it had
not come out, I would have thrown it out even with my soul. I have heard
Allah's Messenger (SAW) say: «Abody which has grown out of what is
unlawful is fit only for the Fire». So I feared that this bite might
contribute to the growth of my body». We have also passed with the
prophet s saying: «No body nourished on forbidden food will enter the
Garden».

Many scholars said: «Those who acquire wealth unlawfully include: The
collector of imposed taxes; the cheat; the one who adulterates food; The thief ;
The lazy good- for- nothing; the one who takes interest and his agent; The
consumer of an orphan's property; the one who bears false witness; the one who
borrows something and denies it afterwards; the one who takes bribes, the one
who gives short weight or measure; The one who sells a thing with some defect
without making it known; The gambler; The magician; The astrologer, the
painter of pictures; the prostitute; the professional mourner; the woman who
communicates with men; the broker who takes his Commission without the
seller's agreement, and asking buyers higher prices for goods; and the one who
sells a free person into slavery and consumes the price of the sale.

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «On the Day of
Resurrection, some people will bring with them comparable in magnitude
to Tahamah mountains, but Allah will make the deeds like scattered dust,
and then they will be thrown into the Fire». The listeners asked: How is
that. Messenger of Allah? He replied: Those people used to pray, fast, pay
Zakat, go to Hajj, but when some unlawful thing was offered to them, they took
it, and so Allah obliterated their deeds.

It was told that a righteous man appeared, after his death, in the dream of a
friend. The friend asked him: How is it with you? He replied: «All right,
except that I had borrowed a needle which I did not return, and so I was
prevented from entering theGarden.

We ask forgiveness from Allah and His guidance to do what is pleasing to
Him. He is indeed the Generous, the Compassionate, and the Most Merciful!.
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The Twenty- Ninth Major Sin

Committing Suicide

Allah Most High says:

«And do not kill yourselves; God has been Merciful towards you! We
shall roast anyone in a Fire who does so out of emmity and wrongfully.
That will be easy for God (To do), [al- Nisaa: 4:29- 30].

In explaining this verse, Wahidi says: «Do not kill yourselves means not
to kill one another, since you belong to one faith and hence you are as one
person». The same explanation has been given by Ibn Abbas and a majority of
scholars. Some went to the extent of explainting that this is a prohibition
against comitting suicide. This explanation is made plausible to us by a story
reported by Abu Mansour Muhammad bin Muhammad al- Mansouri, as told by
Amru bin al- ’As. Amru said: «1 had a wet dream during a cold night on the
battlefield of Dhat al- Salasil. I feared that if I washed with water, I would die.
So I did the dry cleaning (Tayammum) and prayed the morning prayer as an
Imam to others. I mentioned this espisode to the prophet, who remarked. «0
Amru, you prayed with others while you were in the state of major defilement
(Junub)! I told him what had prevented me from washing with water and then
recited the verse «And do not kill yourselves God has been Merciful towards
you». Allah's Messenger then laughed and did not say anything.

This Hadith showed that Amru had interpreted the verse to mean killing
oneself and not others, and the prophet did not contradict that. In explaining
«who does so» Ibn Abbas said: The reference here points to anything Allah has
prohibited from the beginning of the Soura (chapter of the Qur'an) to this place
of the verse. Some people say that threat points to the person who consumes
wealth unlawfully and the person who commits suicide.

Jundab ibn Abdullah reported the prophet (SAW) as saying: «A mong the
people before your time, there was a man wounded in his hand. He got
impatient (with his pain) and, holding a knife, cut his wrist and bled to
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244 The Twenty- Ninth Major Sin

death. Allah Most High then said: «My servant hastened his death himself,
and I forbid him the Garden». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
one who kills himself with a steel, will have his steel in his hand to stab his
stomach with in Hell - Fire forever and ever, and the one who kills himself
by ingesting a poison, will have his poison in his hand to ingest forever and
ever in Hell- Fire, and the one who commits suicide by throwing himself
off a cliff, will be thrown in Hell - Fire to live there forever and ever.
(Bukhari and Muslim).

Thabit bin Dhah'hak reported Allah’s Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Cursing a believer is similar to killing him, and if anyone accuses a
believer of disbelief, it is as if he has killed him. And the one who kills
himself with anything, he will be tormented by the same thing on the Day
of Resurrection». (Bakhari and Muslim and Nisai and Tirmidhi).

When the prophet (SAW) was told about the man who had been wounded
in the battle and had become so impatient with his pain that he killed himself
by falling on the point of his sword, he said: «He is an inhabitant of the
Fire».

We ask Allah to guide us to the right course, and save us from our evil
inclinations and bad deeds. He is the Generous, the forgiving, and the Most
Merciful.
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t Ijbi 1^3

t I Jbl Lfr«3 IJLÎ O
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The Thirtieth Major Sin

Lying Most Frequently

Allah Most High says:
«Let us plead, and place Allah's curse upon the Iiars» [A'l Imran.

3:61].
«Perished will be the liars». [al- Dhariyat. 51:10].
God does not guide anyone who is a wasteful liar». [al- Mumin. 40:28].
Abdullah bin Mas'oud reported Allah’s Messenger (SAW) a saying:

«Truth guides to righteousness and righteousness leads to Paradise. A man
does not stop telling the truth and investigating for it until he is called
truthful by Allah. Lying leads to vice and vice leads to Hell. And a man
goes on lying, intentionally and unintentionally, until he is called a liar by
Allah». [Bukhari and Muslim].

Abu Hurairah (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying:
«Three signs mark the hypocrite, even if he prays, fasts, and claims that he
is a Muslim: When he speaks, he lies; when he makes a promise, he breaks
it; and when he is trusted, he betrays». (Bukhari and Muslim).

Abdullah bin Amru bin Al- A's reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as
saying: «F'our characteristics render anyone who possesses them a sheer
hypocrite, and anyone who possesses even one of them will posses a trait of
hypocrisy until he leaves it off: When he is trusted, he betrays his trust;
when he speaks, he lies; when he makes a promise, he acts treacherously;
and when he brings legal action against somebody, he deviates from the
truth (Bukhari and Muslim).

In the Hadith about the dream of the prophet , (as reported by Samurah ibn
Jundab), the following occurs: The prophet said: «We came to a man lying on
his back and another man standing near him with a hooked iron bar in his
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248 The Thirtieth Major Sin

hand; ripping open his mouth and eyes as far as his back on one side, then
he goes to the other side and does the same thing. By this time, the first
side of the man’s face recovers from its injuries, and the tormentor returns
to the first side and repeats what he has done. This will go on to the Day of
Resurrection. I asked my companions (the angels Jibril and Mikail): Who
is this? They replied: «The person whose mouth and eyes were ripped open
to the back is a man who used to go out of house spreading far reaching
lies. (Bakhari and Muslim).

The prophet (SAW) said: «A believer's natural disposition may include
any trait, but never treachery and lying». (Ahmad).

«Beware of suspicion, because suspicion is the worst form of lying*.
[Bukhari and Muslim].

«On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will not speak to nor look at nor
purify three (types of) people: An old man who commits Zina, a lying king,
and avainglorious poor person. There will be grievous torment for those*.
(Muslim).

Woe be to one who tells jokes including lies to make people Laugh!
Woe be to him! Woe be to him! Woe be to him! (Ahmad).

Far worse than this is a false oath, according to what Allah has told us
concerning the hypocrites: «And they swear a false oath knowingly* (al-
Mujadalah. 58:14).

The prophet (SAW) said: «On the Day of Ressurrection, Allah will not
speak to nor purify three (types of) people, and they will have grievous
torment: a man of wealth who holds it back from the needy: A man who
sells a comodity to another, swearing by God that he got it for such and
such a price, whereas it is not true; a man who takes a pledge of loyalty to
the leader only for the sake of some worldly gain if he gives him something
he is loyal to him and otherwise he is disloyal to him*. (Abu Da’wood).

«It is a great piece of deception to tell something to your brother, who
believes in what you say, while you are deliberately lying. (Bukhari and
Muslim).

«Anyone who reports a dream which he did not actually have will be
required to tie a knot between two hairs while he is unable to do that.
(Bukkari).

Ibn Umar (RAA) reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «The
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Jlij . ĴLaJl ! JjLjdl . JJIPJ t v-̂ l d l l p j c jlj • j*Jl

JJJ C AJ JJJ t -̂1^3 ^̂
IjJl 4j dl̂ wiJ OOJ»>JIJ d»>.X>cj ^JJJ JJJ))

"

^jP ^IJJ 4)1 IdS*
u_il>Jl diJS ^ *JaPlj . ^^® A3 ^JJJ t AJ

- -? - 0 -- o f ' ' 0 " J o " .

JJ-̂ J jl ^w>s-s<aJl ^j >

( 0)^ OJJJ*J J*AJ ^S> O^AA^VJJ|J> I AJ^A>

: ^S\ VLJLP Nj oUJl fJ4 4) 1 ^JLS^ N A^» :Jli #|4) 1

AJL)L» V
_AL>C3 A*J»*J g\i Ĵ JJ tJcr^' < j*'
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ÎP ^JAJL 4)1 Jy»j Jlij . ( A)«JiUj iyx***

AxUu *U J-̂ 3
^

L̂P J>-JJ

'^'-ai Ai1-!
. (n)«*J

JLOJUcr?.

JUfcLi ojj (^i| y*' J+y^ ^ia ») JQJU.J £^2JL+A JJ Ji*L«l ^
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The Thirtieth Major Sin250

greatest transgression against Allah is to claim to have seen something
which one did not see». For instance, one may say: «1 dreamt such- and such,
while that is untrue. (Bukhari).

Ibn Mas'oud said: A person continues to lie and elaborates on his lies until
a dark spot appears on his heart, which expands until the whole heart is
blackened and he is called a liar by Allah.

A Muslim must guard his tongue and speak only when it is good to speak
or when a good purpose is being served. Peace lies in keeping silent and there
is nothing equal to peace. Abu Hurairah reported, Allah's Messenger as saying:
«The one who believes in Allah and the Hereafter should speak well, or
keep silent». (Bukhari) .

This true tradition is a clear prescription that man should not speak unless
it is good for him to speak; and unless speech serves a good purpose for the
speaker.

Abu Musa (RAA) asked the prophet: «Who is the best among Muslims,

Messenger of Allah? The prophet replied: «He is the one from whose tongue
and hand the Muslims are safe*. (Muslim).

The prophet (SAW) is reported to have said: «Man does speak words not
knowing what they imply, that is, he does not think that what he expresses
is forbidden. Thereby, he will be thrown into the Fire and will sink in it to
a distance farther than what is between the East and the West (Bukhari
and Muslim).

Bilal ibn Harith Muzni reported Allah's Messenger (SAW) as saying: «A
man speaks a word pleasing to Allah and it reaches (someone) whom he
never imagined it would reach, and, for the sake of it, Allah Most High
decrees His good pleasure for him on the Day when he will meet Him. A
nother man speaks a word hated by Allah and it reaches someone whom he
never imagined it would reach, and for the sake of it Allah Most High
decrees His wrath for him on the Day when he will meet Him. (Tirmidhi).

True Traditions in this respect are numerous, but the ones we have
included are sufficient to impress upon the reader the enormity of telling lies.
A wise man was asked: «How many weaknesses does a son of Adam have?» He
replied: «More than you imagine. I once counted them as being more than eight
thousand. But I found one trait that will conceal all weaknesses when used by
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The Thirtieth Major Sin

him, and that is guarding the tongue». We ask Allah to keep us away from the
transgressions of the tongue. Indeed, He is Glorious and Generous.

252

Moral Lesson:
O servant of Allah, there is nothing dearer to you than your life, and you

are wasting it. You have no enemy but the devil, and you are obey! g him.

Good days have passed away from your life time. What is left to you after the
strands of hair have whitened? You, body present and heart absent! The
meeting between disgrace and white hair is one of the misfortunes.

How do you expect safety while you are involved in jesting and playing?
How do you expect that while your wishes are mere anticipation of a liar.
Death is hard, severe, and bitter tasting. You hope to be safe of calamities
while your house is built like a spider web. Look and contemplate before
strange things surprise you.
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