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Chapter on the bread of Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 

Wasallam. 
The type of ·bread that Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam ate is mentioned here. Eight ahaadith ~re mentioned in this 
chapter. 

(135) Hadith Number 1. 

'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha says: "Till the demise of Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam, his family never ate a full stomach of bread 
made of barley for two consecutive days". 

Commentary 
It is possible that they may have eaten a full stomach of dates, but not 
of bread, where they did not eat it for two consecutive days. A question 
may arise, that it is evident from the ahaadith, that Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam gave his wives their expenses 
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for a year. There seems to be a contradiction between the two ahaadith. 
The 1ularna hav~ explained it in various ways. Among these, one 
explanation is that, in the hadith the word 'Ahl' (family) is extra and it 
means that the expenses were for himself. It also shows that he did not 
have . any other provisions. A narration is related on this t.opic from 
Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha at the end of the chapter. 

· -Some 'ulama h~vi { explained it in this manner , that he gave his wives 
provision, . but -they ._ also, in wanting to gain thawaab (reward), gave it 
away in charity: .Acc6rding to this humble servant there are two other 
cxplanatitn1 s tha_t may be possible. Since it is not taken from the sayings 
of the great learned; it cannot be taken as an argument or proof, but can 
s urely be .assumed. The first is that the yearly expenses were only that 
much, that they did not cover the cost of continuously eating bread for 
tvvo consccut1ve <;lays, but of eating bread sometimes, dates sometimes, 

and at hn1es. remaining hungry. T_he second is that it may have been in 
the form of .dates . This is not denied in this hadith but that of eating 
bread is. · 

.(136) Hadith Number 2. 

Abu Umaamah Al-Baahili Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: "Bread ·made of 
barley was neve ·r left over in the house of Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallamf'. 

· Com:m.entary 

Whenever bread made of barley was prepared, the quantity was so little 
that there were none left over. There was not enough to fill the stomach. 
Also Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam used to have 
mc1ny guests and the A~~haabu~ Suffah were permanent guests of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. 

(137) Hadith Number 3. 

lbn 'Abbaas Radiyallahu 'Anhu reports that: "Rasulullah S.allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam and his family spent many consecutive nights with
out foo-d, because there would be no supper . The bread ofRasulullah 
~allaBahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was mostly made of barley" . (Sometimes 
bread made of wheat was also available). 

Commentary 

Although tliere were among the Sahaabah Radiyallahu 'Anhum, a few 
who were · wealthy, Sayyidina Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
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did not let anyone know, nor did his family members let anyone know, 
of their state. 

(138) Hadith Number 4. 

Someone asked Sahl bin Sa'd Radiyallahu 'Anhu: "Did Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam ever eat bread made of whit~ (fine) flour?" 
He replied: "White flour may not have come before Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam till his last days". The questioner then 
asked: "Did you people use sieved flour in the time of Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam?". He replied "No, it was not". The 
questioner then asked: "How was bread from barley prepared?" 
(because it has more particles in it). Sahl Radiyallahu 'Anhu replied: 
"We used to blow into the flour and the big particles flew out. The rest 
was made into dough". 

Commentary 

Allah! Allah is everlasting. Today it is difficult for us to eat even wheat 
flour that is not sifted. Whereas unsifted flour is good for digestion. 
Bread made of fine flour although being heavy (and difficult to digest) 
has become common. Many homes, because of luxury have kept up this 
wasteful practice. Some 'ulama have written that the first bid'ah that 
crept into Islaam was the use of a sieve. This bid'ah should not be 
confused with the shar'ee bid''ah, which is against the sunnah. It is 
being called bid'ah in view olf new trends. It is undoubtedly jaa'iz 
(permissible). 

(139) Hadith Number 5. 

Anas Radiyallahu 'Anhu reports that: "Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam never ate food from a table, nor from small plates, nor was 
chapaati (a type of thin bread) ever made for him. Yunus Radiyallahu 
'Anhu says, I asked Qataadah: 'Then on what did Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam put and eat his food?'. He replied: 'On this leather 
dastarkhaan' ". 

Commentary 
Sayyidina Yun us Radiyallahu 'Anhu and Sayyidina Qataadah 
Radiyallahu 'Anhu who are mentioned in the translation are two 
narrators in the chain of this hadith. 'Allaamah Mun~awi and Mulla 
'Ali Qaari say that it has always been the custom of proud people to 
eat on a table. 

It has been stated in the 'Kaukabe Durri' that in our times because it 
is also an imitation of the Christians, therefore it is makruh tahreemi. 
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The question of imitating others is very important. We have been 
warned many a time in the hadith (under different headings) about it. 
We have been prohibited from i1nitating others in the manner of 
eating, drinking, mode of dre ss and even that of worship. The subject 
of imitating others has been mention ed many a time in the ahaadith 
of the ~aum (fast) of 'Aa-shura and adhaan . We consider it an 
insignificant thing and do not take special care of it. And to Allah is 
our complaint. 

(140) Hadith Number 6. 
Masruq says: "I went to 'Aayeshah (Radiyallahu 'Anha) . She ordered 
food for me and began saying 'I ne ver eat a stomachful but feel like 
crying , then I do cry ' . Masruq asked: 'Why do you feel like · crying?'. She 
replied: 'I remember that condition of Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam on which he left us for the next world. I swear by Allah that 
he never filled his stomach twice in one d ay with meat or bread'". 

(141) Hadith Number 7. 

'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha says: "Rasulullah .Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam never filled his stomach with bread made of barley for two 
consecutive days till he passed away". 

Commentary 
This is the same hadith that was mentioned in the beginning of the 
chapter. The only difference is, there the whole household was men
tioned, here only Sayyidina Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
himself is mentioned. The aim is the same. Sayyidina Rasulullah 
2allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam preferred a simple life for himself and his 
family. There was not so much , that all could fill their stomachs. Even if 
there was something available it was giv en to the poor . 

(142) Hadith Number 8. - -
Anas Radiyallahu 'Anhu says : "Till the end of his life Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam never ate on a table and never ate a 
chapaati". 

Commentary 

This hadith is also mentioned in hadith number five of this chapter. lt 
is clear from the narrations that Sayyidina Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam preferred a simple life. Wh enever Allah Ta 'aala sent an angel 
to ask Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam if he preferred 
to live a simple life with poverty and hung er or a life with wealth and 
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pomp, he always replied that he preferred the first (simple life). Many 
ahaadith are mentioned on this subject. The 'ulama give two explana
tions for this. The first is that because Sayyidina Rasu1ullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam preferred a simple way of life, only that much was 
made available as has been previously mentioned . Or that although it 
was available, in humbleness he did not consume it but distributed it. 
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Chapter on the description of the 
curry of Sayyidina Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. 

There are more than thirty ahaadith mentioned in this chapter . In some 
copies of this kitaab an additional subject (essay) is written and that is 
on the curries and different things that Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam ate. 

(143) Hadith Number 1. 
'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha says: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam once said: 'What a nice curry vinegar is'". 

Commentary 
The reason being there is not much trouble in it. Bread can easily be 
eaten with it. It is always easily available. It also keeps away formalities. 
Besides one lives in this world for a little while. Vinegar has many 
benefits in it. It is an antidote for poison. It stops phlegm and gall. It 
helps digest food, kills the worms of the stomach and creates a good 
appetite. Due to its cold effect, it rriay not be good for some people. But 
it surely is a good curry which is obtained easily In whatever way it is 
praised, its full benefits cannot be emphasised. It is stated in a hadi!h 
that Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam ate it and said: 
'What a wond erful curry it is ' . In another hadith it is stated that 
Sayyidina Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam made du 'aa for 
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barakah in it and said: 'It was the curry of the previous ambiyaa also' . 
In one hadith it is stated , 'The house that has vinegar in it, will not be 
in need'. i.e . That house will not be in need of curry. These narrations 
have been mentioned in the Jam'ul Wasaa-il from lbn Maajah. 

(144) Hadith .Number 2. 

Nu 'maan bin Bashir Radiyallahu 'Anhu says : "Are you not in the 
luxuries of eating and drinking . Whereas I have seen Rasulullah 
S_allal1ahu 'Alayhi Wasallam not having ordinary type of dates to ful1 his 
stomach ". 

Commentary 

The S_ahaabi's intention is to persuade one to follow the simple life of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and that one lives in 
this world for only a short period. When in the badith it is denied that 
Sayyidina Rasu1ullah 2allallahu 'A)ayhi Wasallam did not have ordinary 
dates to fill his stomach than what about bread and curry? 

(145) Hadith Number 3. 

Jaabir bin 'Abdullah Radiyallahu 'Anhu relates that Rasulullah 
S_allallahu 'Alayhi Wasa11arn said: "What a wonderful curry vinegar 
is?". 

Commentary 

It is possible that when Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said this, both Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha and 
Sayyidina Jaabir Radiyallahu 'Anhu were present. It is more correct that 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi .Wasallam said this on different 
occasions. 

(146) Hadith Number 4. 

Zahdam Al-Jarmi RA. says that we were present in -the assembly of Abu 
Musa Ash'ari Radiyallahu 'Anhu. Fowl meat was served for food . A 
person from among those present, moved back. Abu Musa Radiyallahu 
'Anhu asked him the reason (for doing so). He replied: 'I had seen th e 
fowl eat som ething (dirty) so I swore an oath that I will not eat it' . Abu 
Musa Radiyallahu 'Anhu said: 'In that case, I had seen Rasulu1lah 
S_allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam eat the meat of a fow]' (come and partake of 
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it without fear. If it was not permissible or disliked, how did Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam eat it). 

Commentary 

The object is that something which is permissible in shari'ah must not 
be prohibited. Break the oath and give kaffaarah. Eating of the fowl is 
permissible according to all the lrnaams . The 'ulama have only stated 
that it is makruh to eat the Jalalah type of fowl. (Because it eats dirt). The 
effect of the fowl is hot and moist (according to the physicians) . It 
digests quickly, creates good humour (body fluids) in the body. It 
strengthens the brain and the main parts of the body, clears the voice, 
and gives the body a good complexion. It strengthens the senses too. 

(147) Hadith Number 5. 

Safeena Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: 0 1 ate the meat of Hubaa-raa with 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam" .. 

Com~entary 
Hubaa-raa is a type of a bird. The 'ularna differ on its meaning. Some 
say it is Ta'dha-ri. Some say it is Batera (quail), others say it is Sarkhaab. 
Some translations say it is Chaka Chakoi. It is written in the 'Muheet 
Aa'~am' that Hubaa-raa is called Ho-barah, 5J)awaat and Sha-waal in 
Persian. In Turkish it is called Tau'adh-rt and in Hindi Charz. It is a 
wild bird and has a greyish colour, a large neck and long legs, the beak 
is also slightly large, and it flies at a speed. It is also known as Jarj. The 
Greeks call it Ghalofas. In size it is between a Heron and a water fowl. 
The author of 'Lughatus Sa-raah' has also translated Hubaa-;raa as 
Shawaat. In Ma~aahire Haq it is translated as Ta'dhari. Other authors 
have also translated it as Ta' dhari. For this reason Ta' dhari is more 
correct. The author of 'Ghayaath' has written both Ta'dhari and Charz. 
-The author of 'Bahrul Jawaahir' has also translated it as Ta'dhari and 
Charz. He writes that it is also called Sarkhaab . . But the author of 
'Muheet' has written that Sarkhaab, which is also called Chakwa is 
another type of bird. The author of 'Nafaa'is' say the 'Arabic of Chakwa 
and Sarkhaab is Nahaam. Therefore it is more correct that Sarkhaab is 
another bird. 

Safeena was a laqab (title) of the freed slave of 3ayyidina Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. He was known as Safeena because in 
travels he carried a lot of goods on his back. 
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(148) Hadith Nun1ber 6. 
Zahdam Al-Jarn1i RA. says: "We were present in the company of Abu 
Musa Ash'ari. Food was presented to him in which there was fowl meat 
also . Among those present was a person fr01n the tribe of Banu 
Tayn1illah who was reddish in colour and see1ned a freed slave. He 
moved back and sat on one side . Abu Musa asked him to come near 
(and partake of the food) and related to him that Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallan1 also ate the meat of a fowl. He excused himself 
saying: 'I had seen it eating such a thing which makes me dislike eating 
it. For this reason I had sworn an oath that I shall not eat it'' '. 

Commentary 

.This is the same hadith that has been mentioned previously. Because of 
the difference in the chain of narrators , there is also a difference in th e 
describing of the narration. Both aha adith are described in brief in the 
Shamaa-il. This incident is mentioned in detail in the Bukhaari, where 
it is stated that in the end Sayyidina Abu Musa Ash 'ari Radiyallahu 
'Anhu told him to partake of the fowl and give a kaffaarah for the oath . 
What does it mean, or what is der ived by swearing an oath not to eat a 
thing which is halaal? 

(149)· Hadith Number 7. - -
Abu Usayd Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: " Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said: 'Use olive oil in eating and for rubbing (on the body), 

. for it is from a mubaarak (blessed) tree '" . 

Commentary 

The blessedness of this tree has been mentioned in the Qur-aan in the 
aayah " ... from a blessed tree, an olive neither of the East nor of the 
West, . .. ,, -Surah An Nur, 35. 

The 'ularna have mention ed differ ent reasons for its blessedness . 
Some say it is mostly grown in Syria and the earth of Syria is blessed 
because seventy prophets were sent to it. Some say it is blessed because 
of its many benefits. Abu Nu ' ay1n says: 'It has a cure for seventy 
diseases of which one is leprosy '. Sayyidina lbn 'Ab baas Radiyallahu 
'Anhu says : 'Every part of the olive i s beneficial. The oil is used for 
burning and cooking . It is also used for tanning . Its wood is used for 
firewood. The ash of the olive is esp ecially good for washing silk' . It is 
said that the olive tree has a long life . It bears fruit after forty years and 
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has a lifespan of a thousand years. Its numerous benefits are mentioned 
in the books of tibb . 

(150) Hadith Number 8. 

It is related from 'Umar Rodiyallahu 'Anhu that Rasulullah S.allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam said: "Use ol ive oil in cooking and rubbing (on the 
body) because it is from a mu baarak tree". 

Commentary 

The reason for mentioning this hadith in the practices of Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Snllallahu 'Al.iyhi W(1s,1llam is . that if he cnc0uragcd the use 
of olives, he must have used it himself. 

· (151) Hadith Number 9. 

Anas bin Maalik Rag_iyallahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah Sallallahu 
· 'Alayhi Wasallam loved gourd (dubbaa-dodhi-kadu). Once food 
was presented to Rasululhih S.ilL'lll.--ihu 'Alayhi Wasallam or he attended 
an invitation. (The narr,itor doubts on which occasion this took place) 
where gourd was served. I knew Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
loved it. I searched for pieces fro·m the curry and presented it to him". 

Commentary 

We gather from this that if there are many things in a plate, then it is . 
permissible to take a thing which one likes from the other side of the 
plate, provided the next person does not feel offended. The reason for 
searching for pieces of gourd i s be cause it was the custom to have more 
gravy in the curry. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
also advised us-to have more gravy in the curry so that the neighbours 
may also benefit. 

(152) Hadith Number 10. 

Jaabir bin Taariq Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: "I attended the assembly of 
Rasulullah Salla1lahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. I observed, they were busy 
cutting a gourd into pieces. I inquired: 'What shall be made of this ' . He 
replied: 'It will add to our food'" . 

. Commentary 

The 'ulama h.tve mentioned many benefits of gourd (dubba-dodhi 
kadu). Its benefits are also mentioned in the books of !ibb. It streng
thens the brain and senses. 
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(153) Hadith Number 11. 

Anas bin MaaJik Radiyallahu 'Anhu says : " A tailor once invited 

Rasulullah ,Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. I also attended the invi t.1tion 

with Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam . He served Rasulull ah 

SaJJallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam bread made of barley , and gravy with me,,t 

and gourd (dubbaa-dodhi) in it. I seen Rasulullah Sallallahu ' /\1., vhi 

Wasa llam look for pieces of gourd from all sides of the plate . From I h,11 

tim e I also began loving gourd". 

Commentary 

Sayyidina Anas Radiyallahu 'Anhu may have also been invited or m ,1y 

have accompanied Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasal1arn . 

There is no harm if one accompanies an invited guest to an invitation 

provided the host does not feel offended . 
Sc1yyidina Anas Radiyallahu 'Anhu saying, that from then on he 

began loving gourd, shows the love the ~ahaabah Radiyallahu 'Anh um 

had for Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. True love 

demands that every deed of the beloved is loved and every word ha s a 

place in the heart. The . degree of love will determine the ardour of the 

effects of the beloved . 
What glory Allah has! Today the ones who claim to love Sayyidina 

Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam do not like to make th eir 

appearance like him or even imitate him. 
Observe the disparity of the path that from where to where it is. 

(154) Hadith Number 12. 

'Aay eshah :Radiyallahu 'Anha says: "Rasulullah .Sallallahu 'Alayh i 

Wasallam loved halva and honey''. 

Commentary 

Halva here apparently means anything sweet. Some are of the opinion 

that it is a special type of halva that is made of sweetmeats and ghee etc. 

The first person to present halva to Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 

'Alayhi Wasallam was Sayyidina 'Uthmaan Radiyallahu 'Anhu. 

Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam liked it. This halva 

was made of flour, ghee and honey. Sugar was not commonly used in 

those times. Sweetening agents were derived from honey or dates . 

(155) Hadith Number 13. - -

Umm Salamah Radiyallahu 'Anha says : "I presented a roasted side 

portion of meat to Rasulu1lah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam . He ate it and 

(thereaft er) performed §alaah, without performing wudu". 
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Commentary 

It is found in some ahaadith that things cooked on fire nullifies the 
wudu. This was also the madh-hab of the 'ulama mutaqaddimeen. 
The madh-hab of the Khulafaa Raashideen, the four imaam s and the 
majority of the 'ulama is that those ahaadith wherein the necessity of 
wudu is mention ed has been abrogated . This hadith of Sayyiditina 
Umm Salamah Radiyallahu 'Anha also supports the madh-hab of the 
majority that Sayyid ina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam did not 
perform wudu again (after ~ating the cooked meat) before ~alaah . 

(156) Hadith Number 14. 

'Abdullah bin Haarith Radiyallahu 'Anhu says : "We ate roa sted meat 
with Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam in the masjid " . 

Commentary 

From this we find that it is permissible to eat and drink in the masjid , 
on condition that the masjid does not become untidy, otherwise it is 
makruh to do so. It is possible that this was at the time of i' tikaaf (in 
Ramadaan). It was the practice of Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam to observe i'tikaaf every year, and at that time it is 
obvious that one eats in the masjid. 

(157) Hadith Number 15. 

Mughirah bin Shu'bah Radiyallahu 'Anhu says ; "One night I became a 
guest with Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. At the tim e of meals 
a roasted side portion of meat was served. Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam cut pieces from it and gave me to eat. During this period 
Bilaal cam e and called out the adhaan . Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said: 'May his both hands be in dust. What made him call out 
the adhaan now '. He put down the knife and went for ~alaah" . 
Mughirah Radiyallahu 'Anhu says 11 (Another thing that happened) ,that 
my moustache had grown long. Rasulullah Sallallahn 'Alayhi Wasallam 
said: 'Come let me put a miswaak on it and trim it', or said, 'Put a 
miswaak on it and trim it'. (One of the narrators are in doubt as to 
which of the two Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam had said). 

Commentary 

There are a few important matters to be discussed here . The first is that 
Sayyidina Mughirah Radiyallahu 'Anhu became a guest of Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. The 'ulama give two meanings 
to this . This is also strengthened by other narrations . One is that the 
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word 'together' (with) is extra. The object is that I became a guest of 

Sayyidina Rasulullah S.allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. As a host he had a 

side portion roasted and cut pieces from the meat and gave me to eat. 

The narration in Tirmidhi is more appropriate to this subject. The 

narration in Abu Daawud on this is clear and the words mentioned are 

this: 'I became a guest of Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam'. The 

second meaning is that Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 

Wasallam and I were the guests of a third person. The word 'together' 

in the narration supports this . In this case, for Sayyidina Rasulullah 

S.allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam to cut the meat and feed the guest was to 

create love and brotherhood. Some have written a third meaning : 'I 

invited Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam to be my guest '. This is 

not true. According to this humble servant it is more correct that: 'I was 

the guest of Rasulullah S.allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and Rasulullah 

S.allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and other guests were invited ' . As was the 

general custom that respected people were invited with their servants 

and guests. In this manner there will be no contradiction between the 

narrations of Abu Daawud and Tirmidhi. In reality he was the guest of 

Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and because of an 

invitation to Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and his 

guests, he and Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam were 

both the guests of another person. 
The second question in the narrations of Abu Daawud and Bayhaqi 

is that it has been prohibited to cut with a knife . The 'ulama of hadi!h 

have summed up both hadith in many ways . The easiest is, that it has 

been prohibited to use a knife for eating purposes. If the meat is not 

cooked well (tender), there is no harm in first cutting it and then eating 

it with the hand. As a general rule in law, where a thing is found to be 

both permitted and prohibited, · and there is no sound reason for 

adopting it, then according to the basis of law the prohibition shall be 

given preference. This is an independent view of law. Some 'ulama 

have written, the hadith in which it has been prohibited is mentioned 

in the following terms (words): 'Do not cut meat with a knife. This is the 

way of the' Ajamis (non-believers)' . We gather that the prohibition is in 

following the ways of the non-believers. There is no prohibition in 

using a knife . We _have been prohibited in thousands of ahaadith from 

imitating the non-believers. 
The third question is the words that Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 

'Alayhi Wasallam said about Sayyidina Bilaal Radiyallahu 'Anhu. These 

words were an admonition. The meanings of such words are not 

intended, but are used to· reproach someone. These types of words are 

used in every language when scolding someone. Although some 'ulama 
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have taken the literal meaning of the words because they are the words 
. of Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam . In reality it was 
only to reproach, the reason being that when the Messenger of Allah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam is busy attending to a guest, then the 
adhaan should not be given . It was better to wait till they -had finished, 
as there was still room for performing §alaah a little later . 
. The fourth question is about trimming the moustache. The meaning 

is clear as stated in the explanation of the hadith , that the moustache of 
Sayyidina Mughirah Radiyallahu 'Anhu had grown long. Instead of a 
comb Sayyidlina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said a miswaak 
must be put to trim the moustache. Some of the commentators on 
hadith say that the moustache of Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi W_asallam is meant here, but in the narration of Abu Daawud it 
is clearly stat,ed that: 'My moustache had become long which Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam then trimmed '. In different ahaadith this is 
mentioned in different wordings. It has been stated: 'Let the beards 
grow long ' . And it has been stressed very much that the moustache be 
cut short. For this reason a group of 'ulama say it is sunnah to shave the 
moustache . The research of the majority of the 'ulama show that it is 
sunnah to cut the moustache short. It should be cut so short that it is 
nearest to shaving. 

(158) Hadith Number 16. 
Abu Hurayrah Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: "Meat was sent to Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam from someone. From it the forequarter was 
presented to Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam . He loved this 
portion (of the meat too) . Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam tore 
the meat with his teeth and ate it ". (He did not use a knife to cut it). 

Commt;.,ntary 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam has encouraged the 
use of the teeth to eat. It is related in the hadi!h, that it should be tom 
and eaten, because it digests properly and it is more suitable to the 
body. . 

(159) Hadith Number 17. 

lbn Mas'ud Radiyallahu 'Anhu says : "Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam loved the meat of the forequarter , RasuluJlah Sa1la11ahu 
'Alayhi WasaUam was given poison in the dhiraa portion of the meat. It 
is suspected that the Jews poisoned him'. 
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Commentary 

After Khaybar was conquered, a Jewess living there , came to know that 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi WasalLlm loved the dhiraa 
portion of the meat. She roasted the meat of ,1 goat and mixed a lot of 
poison in it , and especially put more in thr g !)ir aa part. She invited 

· Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Was ,111.lm and served the meat . 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Was..illam took a bite but d id 
not swallow it , or may have swallowed a bit of it then spat it out and 
said: 'I have been informed by this meat that th~re is poison in it' . Some 
of the poison affected him. The poi c:.om)us <'ffect sometimes became 
severe, and at the time of his demise it began to take effect again and 
was the cause of his martyrdom. In thi-- hadith it is mentioned that the 
meat itself informed Sayyidina Ra· ul1 dlah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
that there was poison in it. In oth , r narrations it is stated that Jibra-eel 
'Alayhis Salaam informed him of this . There is no contradiction, as both 
are possible, first the meat rnt1 st have informed him as a mu'jizah 
(miracle), thereafter Jibra'eel '.\layhis Salaam came and affirmed it. 
After receiving the information Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Ala yhi 
Wasallam stopped eating it and prohibited the Sahaabah Radiyallahu 
'Anh um from eating It too. T ater the woman was called and asked if 
poison was mixed in the meat? She confessed that she had poisoned the 
meat. Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam did not avenge 
himself and the woman was pardoned at that time. But later Sayyjdina 
Bishr b in Baraa Radiyallahu 'Anhu was martyred due to eating th e 
poisoned meat . We find in a few na .rrations that the woman was Jat e r 
killed as a punishment, or as an example to others. There are d1fferent · 
narrations from which we gather that she was punished. [n others that 
she was not punished. Both are -correct, as is gathered from the original 
incident. According to the shari'ah for such a deed it is waajib to punish 
the murderer or blood money taken .. This is a fiqhi question and the 
'ulama hold different opinions, which needs an academic discussion, 
therefore, it is omitted here . Sayyidina Ibn Mas 'ud Radiyallahu 'Anhu 
say ing that it is suspected that the Jewess ·poisoned · the meat, is 
according to his thoughts, it seems he did not investigate this incident, 
otherwise the original incident has been ascertained . The Jewess had 
also confessed her crime as is mentioned in other narrations. 

(160) Hadith Number 18. 
Abu 'Ubayd Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: " I cooked a pot (food) for 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. Because Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam loved the dhiraa (forequ~rter of a goat or sheep) a lot , 

164 



Shamaa-il Tirmidhi 

I served him that portion. He then ordered another one, I served the 
second one. He then ordered one ·again. I replied: 'Ya Rasulullah 
(~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam) the goat has only two dhiraa'. Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam then said : 'I swear an oath by the Name of 
that Being in whose hands is my life, if you kept quiet, you could have 
served me every time I requested one'". 

Commentary 

This was a mu'jizah (miracle) of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam. In Musnad Ahmad, a similar incident is narrated from 
Sayyidina Abu Raafi' Radiyallahu "Anhu. This incident apparently 
happened to both of them. There · is nothing surprising because there 
are many such incidents found in the life of Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allalJahu 'Alayhi Wasa11am, which Qaadi 'Iyaad has mentioned in his 
book 'Shifaa'. Sayyidina Abu Ayyub An§.aari Radiyallahu 'Anhu once 
invited Sayyidina Rasu1ul1ah_ Sa11allahu ~ Alayhi Wasallam and 
Sayyidina Abubakr Radiyallahu 'Anhu and prepared food that was 
enough for two people only. Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam requested him to invite thirty respected people from among 
the An~aar. He invited them and after they had eaten, Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said: 'Now invite sixty people'. 
After they had eaten , others were invited. In short, the food was enough 
for one hundred and eighty people. 

Sayyidina Samurah Radiyallahu 'Anhu says : 'Once a bowl of meat 
was sent to Rasulullah .Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam from somewhere. 
People came to Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam from the morn
ing tiIJ evening, and ate from it'. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayrah Radiyallahu 'Anhu had a bag with some 
dates, which were a bit more than ten in number. Sayyidina Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam asked him if he had anything to eat? He 
replied: 'I have a few dates in this bag'. Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam took out a few dates from the :bag with his mubaarak 
hands and spread it. Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
recited a du'aa, then said: 'Invite ten people at a time and feed them'. In 
this manner it was sufficient for the whole army. Sayyidina Rasulullah 
SaJialJahu 'Alayhi Wasallam returned the dates that were left to Sayyidina 
Abu Hurayrah Radiyallahu 'Anhu and said: 'Keep on eating from it, but 
do not tum and empty it' . He kept on eating from it. Sayyidina Abu 
Hurayrah Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: . 'I ate from it during the time of 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and the khilaafah of Abubakr, 
'Umar and 'Ufhmaan (Radiyallahu 'Anhum). And at times took and gave 
.§adaqah also, the amount of which m:ust have been many maunds (one 
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maund equals forty Seers-approx. 38 kg) . At the tim e of the martyrdom 
of 'Uthmaan, some one took it away from me by force , and I lost it. 

Sayyidina Anas Radiyallahu 'Anhu says that my mother prepared 
malidah (a type of cake) at one of the walimahs of Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam . She sent it with me in a cup to Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayh i Wasallam. Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam asked me to 
put the cup down and invite certain people, and also anyone else whom 
I might meet. I went to invite those peopl _e and also sent all those Im .et , 
till the rooms and the living quarters of the A§-haabu§ Suffah became 
ful1. Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam sai-d: 'Sit in groups of .ten 
ten people and help yourselves'. After all had ea ten and filled them 
selve s, Rasulullah S,allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam told me to pick up th P 
cup. Sayyidina Anas Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: "I cannot say if the cup 
was more full in the beginning or in the end. " . 

There were many such incidents. Qaadi 'Iyaad says that these incid ents 
occurred in large gatherings . It is very difficult to ·describe such hap
penings differently and those that were present at these gatherings 
would not have kept silent if these happenings were described incor
rectly . In the above , wherein Sayyidina Abu 'Ubayd Radiyallahu 'Anhu 
said that a goat only has two dhiraa (side portions) , which was the reason 
for not getting the opportunity to serve other dhiraa. 

According to Mulla 'Ali Qaari, miracles, karamahs, abnormal hap
penings will only take place when there is complete fanaa and because 
of the answer of Sayyidina Abu 'Ubayd Radiyallahu 'Anhu, the full 
attention of Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasall dm did not 
remain. 'Allaamah Munaawi says that in reality this is a gift from Allah 
Ta'aala . If he should have faithfully, without question fulfilled the 
reque st of Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam , it would 
have rem_ained. But he raised a question which was not appropriate to 
the situation , therefore the gift terminated. 

(161) Hadith Number 19. 
'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha says: "Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam liked the dhiraa portion of meat not because of its ta,stiness, 
but because meat was only available occasionally, and this portion of 
the meat cooked quickly . Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam also 
liked it as it saved time and he could return quickly to his commit
ments". 

Commentary 

In the narration, it is stated that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam liked the dhiraa part of the meat. It is possible there were 
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many reasons for him liking this portion . Among them is also the one 
related by Sayyiditina I Aayeshah Radiyallahu I Anha. Sayyiditina 
'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha denies Sayyidina Rasulullah 2allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam liked the dhiraa porti 0n .ind this denial apparently 
seems to be that it appears the liking ot th1• dhiraa portion because of 
greed and desire, which is against the dignity of Sayyidina Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam, otherwise there is no denial of his liking 
only that portion of the meat. 

(162) Hadith Number 20. 
'Abdullah bin Ja'far Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam said: 'The best meat is that of the back portio1_1' ". 

Commentary · 
There is no contradiction between this and other narrations in which it : 
is mentioned that he liked the meat of the dhiraa portion. Due to 
different reasons and the quality, both can be good. For example, 
strength-wise or it having less fibre, more fat etc. Therefore due to 
different aspects, both could be preferred and also be excellent. 

(163) Hadith Number 21. 
'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha says that Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said : "Vinegar is an excellent curry". 

Commentary 
This has been mentioned in a few hadith in this chapter . 

(164) Hadith Number 22. 

Umm Haani Radiyallahu 'Anha (a cousin of Sayyidina Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam) says: "'Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam came to me (to my house at the time when Makkah was 
conquered) and asked if there was something to eat. I replied: 'No, 
there is only dry bread and vinegar'. Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said: 'Bring it. That house is not without a curry that has 
vinegar in it'" . 

Commentary 
This incident has been related by Sayyidina Ibn 'Abbaas ·Radiyallahu 
'Anhu in more detail. Bayhaqi has made takhrij (derivation) of this 
narration which is briefly mentioned here:- At the tim~ when Makkah 
was conquered, Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam went 
to the house of Umm Haani Radiyallahu 'Anha and asked: 'ls there 
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something to eat?' She replied: 'O Messenger of Allah, there is dry 
bread, and I feel ashamed to present it to you'. Sayyidina Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said : 'Do not worry, bring it'. She pre
sented it. He broke them into pieces, soaked it in water and added salt. 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam then asked: 'Have 
you any curry?' She replied that there was nothing besides vinegar. He 
requested it and poured some on the soaked bread, ate it and thanked 
Allah. He then said: 'O Umm Haani, the house that has vinegar in it, is 
never without a curry'. Allahu Akbar, what a simple life Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam led. How wonderful will it be if 
Allah in His Infinite Mercy and with the shafaa'ah (intercession) of His 
beloved Rasul also grant us such simplicity. The fact is that food and 
drink in the eyes of Sayyidina Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
was given only such in1portancc, that it was only used, when it was 
required. When necessary he ate what was available. Eating was looked 
upon as being a means to sustain life, and not as we see it, that the 
filling of the stomach is more important, and religious deeds are 

· regarded as something of a secondary importance . Their aim in life was 
to propagate deen and make a fertile ground for it, and as an obligation 
and human need to fulfil religious needs. It is also proven from the 
hadith that where one has an informal relationship with someone, there 
is no harm in asking for something . 

(165) Hadith Number 23. 

Abu Musa Ash'ari Radiyallahu 'Anhu says that Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam said: "The virtues of 'Aayeshah (Radiyallahu 'Anha) 
over other woman is the same as the virtue of thareed over other foods". 

Commentary 

From this hadith we learn the excellence and superiority of Sayyiditina 
'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha over other women, and thareed over other 
foods. Thareed is a delicacy in which bread is mixed with gravy. Besides 
being tasty and nourishing, it digests quickly and easily, and has other 
benefits too. It is a custom in' Arabia to eat this delicacy, and was counted 
among the best of foods. There are many narrations wherein the 
excellence of Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha are mentioned. 
The 'ulama differ in that, is her excellence over all the women or are some 
exempted from this? Is her excellence superior to that of Sayyiditina 
Khadijah Radiyallahu ~Anha and Sayyiditina Faatimah Radiyallahu 
'Anha or not? Some are of the opinion that Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anha is superior, and some say Sayyiditina Faa!imah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anha is superior, while some are of the opinion that 
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Sayyiditina Khadijah Radiyallahu 'Anha is the best of them all. Accord
ing to this humble servant each is superior in a special manner to another. 
Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha is superior in that she was the 
most beloved of Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam for her 
jurisprudence, and that the wahi (revelation) was revealed on her lap. 
Sayyiditina Khadijah Rag_iyc11lahu 'Anha is superior as she was the first 
to accept Islaam, and the first wife of Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam, and due to many other virtues she is superior. 
Sayyiditina Faatimah Radiyallahu 'Anha is superior as she is the darling 
child and a portion of the heart of Sayyidina Rasulul lah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam. She is also the leader of women in Jannah. 

(166) Hadith Number 24. - -
Anas bin Maalik Radiyallahu 'Anhu says, Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said: 'The _, virtue and excellence of' Aayeshah over all other 
women is like the excellence of thareed over other foods'. 

Commentary . 
The object of Imaam Tirmidhi in mentioning this narration is to show 
that Sayyidina Rasu.lullah Sallallahu ·' Alayhi Wasallam loved thareed . 
We gather from different narrations that Sayyidina Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam ate thareed regularly. 

(167) Hadith Number 25. 
Abu Hurayrah Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: "He once saw Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'A]ayhi Wasallam eat a piece of cheese then perform wudu . 
Then I saw him at another time eat a shoulder of a goat, and perform 
§.alaah without performing wudu" . 

Commentary 
In the early stages of Islaam, wudu became nullified after eating things 
cooked on fire. Later this law was abrogated. It is possible that 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu ·' Alayhi Wasallam performed wudu 
after eating cheese _in the days when wudu became nullified after eating 
things that were cooked on fire, or he may have performed wudu due 
to some other reason . For example, he may have performed wudu again 
whilst still being in the state of wudu, or due to some reason the wudu 
may have become invalid. From· the explanation of Sayyidina Abu 
Hurayrah Radiyallahu 'Anhu we gather that in the earJy stages of 
Islaam, Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam perfo_rmed 
wudu after eating things that were cooked on fire. Later this law was 

169 

f 



Shamaa-il Tirmidhi 

abrogated, that is why he did not perform wudu after eating the 
mutton. 

(168) Hadith Number 26. 

Anas bin Maalik Radiyallahu 'Anhu reports: "Rasulullah Sallallahu 
.'Alayhi Wasallam performed the walimah of Safiyyah with dates and 
saweeq (sattu)". 

Commentary 

(Saweeq -sattu- is a drink made of parched barley). Sayyiditina 
~afiyyah bint Hu-yay bin Akhtab Radiyallahu 'Anha was from a Jewish 
family and from among the offspring of Harun 'Alayhis Salaam. In the 
7th year hijri after the Battle of Khaybar she was brought as a slave. 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam freed, and married 
her. Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasall~m once said to her: 
"Your grandfather (Harun 'Alayhis Salaam) is a nabi. Your uncle (Musa 
'Alayhis Salaam) is a nabi, and your husband is a nabi". The walimah 
was performed whilst on a journey. What was served in the wa1imah? 
Different sayings are narrated in the ahaadith. In some it is narrated 
that Hayse which is a type of sweet dish, was served. In some cheese is 

· mentioned. It is apparent, since they were on a journey, therefore 
whatever was available at breakfast time by Sayyidina Rasulu~lah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and_ his close associates, was included in 
the walimah (Walimah is a feast normally held on the day after the 
wedding). 

(169) Hadith Number 27. 

Salmaa Radiyallahu 'Anha says that Imaam Hasan, 'Abdullah bin 
'Ab baas and 'Abdullah bin Ja'far ~aadiq went to her and said: "Cook 
for us the food that Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam liked and ate 
with pleasure''. She replied: "O my children, you will not like it now'' . 
(It was only liked in times of hardships). They replied: "Yes, we will 
surely like it". She got up and took a bit of barley, (stamped it) and put 
it in a pot, and poured a little olive oil over it, then stamped some 
chillies and spices and added it to the pot and served it, saying, this is 
what Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam loved (and ate with 
pleasure) . 

(170) Hadith Number 28. 

Jaabir bin 'Abdullah Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam came to our house. We slaughtered a goat in his 
honour. Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said (to make the host 
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feel happy): 'It is as if they knew that we like meat'" . (lmaam Tirmidhi 
says: This hadith has a long incident, of which a portion is mentioned 
briefly here). 

Commentary 
It is said, this is that part of the incident which is mentioned in the 
books of hadith on the subject of Ghazwah Khandaq. Wherein a miracle . 
of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam is also mentioned. 
That is: Sayyidina Jaabir Radiyallahu 'Anhu says, "I saw the sign of 
hunger on RasuluUah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. I went home and 
asked if there was some food. There was a lamb, and some barley in a 
bag. I slaughtered the lamb and my wife ground the barley into flour. 
The meat was put in a pot to cook and I went to Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam and quietly said to him, 'There is some food ready'. 
I invited Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallarn and a few compan
ions." Upon hearing this Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam an
nounced to all those present at the trench, who numbered about a 
thousand people, that there was an invitation at the house of Jaabir, and 
all were invited. Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said to me not 
to remove the pot from the fire and not to prepare the bread till he came. 
When Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam came, he made damm 
(recite then blow) on the pot, as a result there was so much barakah that 
curry kept on coming out of the pot, and bread was being made from 
the dough. I swear by Allah that the thousand people ate and went 
away but the curry kept on coming out of the pot, and bread kept on 
being made from the dough. 

(171) Hadith Nu1nber 29. 

Jaabir Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
once went to the house of a woman from among the An~aar. I also 
,accompanied hin1. The hostess slaughtered a goat for Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. He ate some meat from it . She then served 
a tray of fresh dates. Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam also ate 
some from it. He then performed wudu for ~uhr and performed the 
iuhr ~a laah. After returning from the §alaah she served from the 
remaining meat. Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam ate from it. He 
did not perform wudu for the 'a§r §alaah (and performed ~alaah with 
the previous wudu)' '. 

Commentary 
It can be argued from this hadith too that it is not necessary to perform 
wudu after eating something that has been cooked on fire. Proof may 
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also be obtained from this hadith that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahti 
'Alayhi Wasallam ate twice in a day. For this reason it could be said that 
where it has been narrated that Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam ate only once a day, it may have been said according to the 
knowledge of the narrator . It may also be said that in those narrations, 
the filling of the stomach twice has been denied, but eating twice has 
not been denied. A little may have been eaten the second time. 

(172) Hadith Number 30. 

Umm Mun-dhir Radiyallahu 'Anha says : "Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam visited me. 'Ali Radiyallahu 'Anhu was with him . We had 
some bunches of dates hanging. Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
began eating from them. 'Ali Radiyallahu 'Anhu also began eating with 
him. Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam stopped him saying, 'You 
have just recovered from your illness and should not eat this'. He (' Ali 
Radiyallahu · 'Anhu) stopped and Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam continued eating. Umm Mun-dhir Radiyallahu 'Anha says: 'I 
then cooked some barley and beetroot'. Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said to 'Ali Radiyallahu 'Anhu: 'Eat from this, it is suitable for 
you'". 

Commentary 

From this hadith we derive that to give considL·r:lhon to the asbaab 
(causes) is not against tawakkul (complete faith and relianu.' in Allah). 
This has been discussed in detail in the (lmaam Ghazaali's) lhya-ul 
'Ulum. Those who wish may refer to it there. 

(173) Hadith Number 31. - -
Ummul Mu-mineen 'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha says: " Rasulullah 
2allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam used to come to me and ask if there was any 
food available? When I said 'No' he used to say, 'I have intended to 
fast'. Once when Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam came and 
inquired, I replied: 'We have received a present'. Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam asked: 'What is it?' I replied: 'Hayse (Malidah)' 
(Malidah is a type of cake made of dates, ghee, cheese, or flour). He 
said: 'I have made an intention of fasting already'. (She says) He then 
ate some from it." 

Commentacy 

Two mas-alahs are derived from this hadith. One is that the intention 
for a nafl fast could be made before half of the day has passed, on 
condition that nothing that nullifies the fast had been committed. 
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Sayyidina Rasulul1ah Sal1allahu 'A layhi Wasallam performed the niyy ah 
(for fasting) after inquiring from - Ummul Mu'mineen Sayyiditina 
'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha. This is the madh-hab of the Hanafis and 
Shaafi 'ees. Th e madh-hab of Imac11m Maalik RA . is that niyyah for nafl 
fast is necessary from the night. In this mas-alah we gain support from 
t_he above hadith. But because it is ag<1inst the madh-hab of a reputed 
lmaam , it is better if the n iyyah for nafl fast is made fron, the night. If 
due to ci-rcumstances this could . not be done, there is no harm if the 
niyyah is made a little before ~uhr on that day. 

The second mas-alah is , if one has observed a nafl fast, one has the 
option of breakin.g it. This is the 'madh-hab of lmaan1 Shaafi'e e. 
According to the Hanafis, because of the aayah: 'Do not nullify your 
deeds'. -Surah Mu!J.ammad, 32. It its not ·permissible to break a fast or 
~alaah. But since we find from this hadith the breaking of the fast, we 
may act on both in the follow i ng manner . That when due to an 
importan t factor or necessity we may regard it as a concession from this 
hadi th, normally it is not jaa-iz (pcrmissi ble) to break the fast without 
a reason. It is also clear from the · hadith that this was the reason of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah S.allallahu A Alayhi Wasallam breaking the fast. 
Some 'ulama have explained this sentence "I made an intention of 
fasting", was not a firm in ten ti on, but just a thought that I shall fast 
today . According to this humble s ervant the first explanation is correct. 
Mas-alah : According to the Hanafis, because of some necessity if a nafl 
fast is broken, then it will be waajib to observe a qadaa. It has been 
narrated in a hadith from Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha 
wherein Sayyidina Rasulullah S.allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam told her to 
observe a qadaa on another day. 

(174) Hadith Number 32. 

Yusuf bin 'Abdullah bin Salaam Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: "I once 
observed Rasulullah S.allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam take a piece of bread 
and put a date on it and said this is the curry for this (bread), then ate 
it". 

Commentary 

Because dates were not regarded as a curry, Sayyidina Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam suggested that, dates could be used in place 
of curry . The few days of ones life could also be covered in this manner. 
One should spend· one 's life in things that will benefit in the hereafter 
and forever . It should be pondered upon, and all of one ~s time should 
not be wasted in maintaining and nourishing the stomach. It is very 
foolish to do so, because the few days we are granted in this world will , 
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in any way, pass. Death brings an end to all difficulties . We should 
ponder on those things that even death cannot bring an end to. 

(175) Hadith Number 33. 

A,nas Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah ,Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
liked to eat the left overs of a pot and cup (plate)". 

Commentary 

This is a sign of the complete humbleness of Sayyidina Rasulullah 
,Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. He first fed others, then liked for himself 
what was left over. There are may instances in the hadith that inform us 
of this. Some 'ulama state that the reason for this is because food at the 
bottom is less fatty and also digests quickly. 
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Chapter on Sayyidina Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 

performing wudu at the time of 
eating. 

Here the time of eating is general, before or after. Technically, wudu is 
that which is a requirement for ~alaah and performed at the times of 
~alaah. It is well known. In the' Arabic language only the washing of the 
hands and face is also called wudu. This is commonly known as the 
Lugbawi (linguists-literal) Wudu. Two types of narrations are men
tioned in this chapter. In some we find that wudu was performed, this 
is the Lughawi Wudu. In some narrations it is found that he did not 
perform wudu, this is the first type which is the common (shar'ee) 
wudu, or technical wudu. 

(176) Hadith Number 1. 
Ibn 'Ab baas Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: "Once when Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam came out of the toilet, after relieving himself from the 
call of nature, food was served to him. They asked if water for wudu 
should be brought? He replied: 'I have been commanded to perform 
wudu when I perform ~alaah' ". 

Commentary 

Technical wudu is only waajib for ~alaah. It is not necessary to perform 
wudu before eating or immediately after relieving one's self . Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam did not perform wudu, for it 
must not be thought that wudu is compulsory after visiting the toilet. 

(177) Hadith Number 2. - -
Ibn 'Ab baas Radiyallahu 'Anhu relates: "Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam once, after relieving himself in the toilet, came out, and was 
served food . The Sahaabah inquired: 'Will you not perform wudu?'. 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam replied : 'Do I have to perform 
§.alaah, that wudu must be perfonned?"' 

Commentary 

It has been mentioned in the previous hadith, that it is not mustahab to 
perform wudu before eating. It is better to be in the state of wudu at all 
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times. Physical cleanliness has an effect on spiritual cleanliness. It is 
therefore recommended that wudu be performed after visiting the 
toilet. 

(178) Hadith Number 3. - -
Salmaan Faarisi Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: "I have read in the Tauraah, 
that per£,orming wudu, (washing the hands) after eating increases 
blessings. I mentioned this to Rasulullah 2,allallahu 'A)ayhi Wasallam. 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said: 'Wudu before and after 
eating (washing the hands and mouth) increases blessings"'. 

Commentary 

It may be possible that only the time (after eating) is mentioned in the 
Tauraah. In this manner the other time (before eating) was added to the 
shari'ah of Muhammad SaIIallahu 'A1ayhi Wasallam. Many laws have 
been revealed that were not in the shari'ah of the previous ambiyaa. It 
is possible that both times are mentioned in the Tauraah, and since 
changes have been made to it, the lt1w of washing the hands before 
eating, may have been removed from it. The 'ulama have stated that by 
'Barakah (blessings) in washing the hands before eating', means 
increase in t!::te food, and filling of the stomach. The 'Barakah of washing 
the hands after eating', means that the benefits and intention of eating 
is fulfilled. Le. It becomes part of the body, creates energy and stamina, 
assists in strengthening one to perform 'ibaadah, and to possess good 
manners. 
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Chapter on the words that Sayyidin_a 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 

W asallam uttered before and after 
eating 

The du 'aas that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
recited before and after meals are mention ed in this chapter . Imaam 
Tirrnidhi has mentioned seven ahaadith here . 

(179) Hadith Number 1. 
Abu Ayyub An§aari Radiyallahu 'Anhu reports : "We were once present 
in the assembly of Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam . Food was 
brought to him. I did not observe any food that had so much barakah at 
the beginning and at the end of which there was no barakah left in the 
food. We therefore asked Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam the 
reason? . He replied : 'In the beginning we all recited 'Bismillah' before 
we began eating. Then someone in the end joined us , and did not recite 
'Bismillah'. The shaytaan ate with him " ' . 

Commentary 

According to the majority of the 'ulama, by the word 'Shaylaan eating ', 
the actual ·meaning is intended. It is not impossible for the shay1aan to 
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eat and drink. In this hadith only Bismillah is mentioned, therefore the 
'ulama say, if one only recites Bismillah before eating , it will suffice , but 
it is better and recommended that the full 'Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim ' 
be recited. The 'ulama have also written that it is better to say the 
Bismillah audibly so that others who may have forgotten may also 
rem ember it. 

(180) Hadith Number 2. 
'Aayemah Radiyallahu 'Anha says : "Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said : 'When one eats and has forgotten to recite 'Bismillah ', 
then when one remembers whil e eating, one should recite 'Bismillahi 
awwalahu wa aa-khirahu "" . 

(181) Hadifu Number 3. 
'Umar bin Abi Salamah Radiyallahu 'Anhu came to Rasulullah 
,Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam while food had been served to him. 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said: "O my son come near, 
recite Bismillah, and eat with your right hand from that portion which 
is in front of you " . 

Commentary 
The 'ulama are unanimous that it is sunnah to recite 'Bismillah ' . 
According to the majiority it is sunnah to eat with the right hand , and 
some say it is waajib. The reason being Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam cursed a person who ate with his left hand , subse
quently that persons hand became paralysed. This exemplary incident 
is mentioned in the kitaabs of hadith, that a person was eating with the 
left hand . Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam advised 
him to eat with the right hand. He replied : 'I cannot eat with the right 
hand' . Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said : ;You will 
not be able to eat with it in the future also' . After that , his right hand 
did not reach his mouth. In another narration it is related that Sayyidina 
Rasulullah 5,allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam once saw a woman eating with 
her left hand . Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu ;Alayhi Wasallam cursed 
her, the woman died in a plague . It is stated in lbn Maajah that 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said: 'The shay!aan 
eats with the left hand, therefore do not eat with the left hand '. 
According to some 'ulama, because of this narration , it is waajib to eat 
with the right hand. The majority of the 'ulama say it is sunnah . 
Nevertheless, due to these ahaadi.th strict importance should be paid to 
eating with the right hand. Nowadays people do not pay heed to this, 
especially when drinking water (and tea). This disease has spread 
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widely . Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam has com
manded✓ 'Eat with the right hand and drink with the right hand, 
because the shay!aan eats and drinks with the left hand ' . In the same 
manner according to some 'ulama it is waajib to eat from one's own side 
(the food that is before one), but according to the majority it is sunnah. 

(182) Hadi!h Number 4. 
Abu Sa' eed Khudari Radiyallahu 'Anhu says: 11 After eating Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam read this du'aa: 

Alhamdulillaahil laghi at-a-manaa wa-saqaa-naa wa-ja-'a-lanaa 
muslimin 

Translation: Praise be to Allah Who fed us, and gave us drink, and 
made us Muslims" . 

Commentary 
It is evident that after eating we must thank Allah and as stated in the 
Qur-aan: ' . . . if you give thanks to Me I will increase for you'.-Surah 
Ebrahim, 7. 

This an opportunity for giving-thanks . The word 'made us Muslims' 
is included because together with worldly favours, Allah has granted us 
spiritual favours by making us Muslims. Or because in reality the 
offering of thanks for eating and drinking and also the praising · and 
thanking of Allah is the result of Islaam . Therefore this too has been 
included 

(183) Hadi.th Number S. 
Abu Umaamah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "When the dastarkhaan (table 
cloth) was being removed in the presence of Rasulullah S.allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam, Rasulullah S.allaUahu 'Alayhi Wasallam recited this 
du'aa: 

I;,.:. 0 ~~J, ~;' ... ~ "-1 ~ --~ l7.b '"°:.<"' 1J O ;. ~ f • .J, 
W' y ~ .r-" ,.,, J . ·- ~ Q. 4» .,.-" ., ... 
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Alhamdulillahi hamdan kathiran !ayyiban mubaarakan fihi-_ghayra 
mu-wadda- 'in wa-laa mus-taghnan ' anhu rabbuna 

Translation: Praise be to Allah , abundant, excellent, blessed praise! 
Unceasing, never parting , indispensable (praise), Lord of us" . 

(184) Hadith Number 6. 
'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha relates that while Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam and six of the Sahaabah were having meals , a badawi 
came . He ate all the food up in two bite s . Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said: "If he had read 'Bismillah' it should have been sufficient 
for all". 

Commentary 
Because the badawi did not recite Bisrnillah, the shay1aan joined and 
finished everything. The barakah of th e food vanished . 

(185) Hadith Number 7. 

Anas Radiyallahu 'Anhu relates from Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam that Allah Ta 'aala is pleased with that servant who eats one 
morsel (bite) or drinks one sip and gives thanks to Hirn. 
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Chapter on the cup of Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 

Wasallam. 

By cup here, it is meant that from which water is drunk, as is stated in 

the narrations. 

(186) Hadith Number 1. 

Thaabit Radiyallahu 'Anhu relates that Anas Radiyallahu 'Anhu 

showed us a large wooden cup , which was lined with metal, and said : 

"0 Thaab!t , this is the cup of Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam" . 
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Commentary 

It is said that this cup was sold from the estate of Sayyidina Nadr bin 
Anas Radiyallahu 'Anhu for eight lakh Dirhams and Imaam Bukhaari 
drank water from it in Baarah . Some say that, that was another cup. 

(187) Hadith Number 2. 

Anas Radiyallahu 'Anhu says : "I gave Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam to drink from this cup all those things that are drunk; 
nabeedh, milk etc.". 

Commentary 

Nabeedh is a drink made by soaking dates raisins etc. in water till these 
things {became soft and) give off its effect. It is a tonic and gives 
strength. Dates etc. were soaked for Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam at night and he drank it in the morning. It was also 
sometimes used the next day, provided it did not ferment and become 
intoxicating. 
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Chapter on the fruits eaten by 
. Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 

'Alayhi W asallam 

The fruits that were eaten by Sayyidina Rasulullah ~alla11ahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam are mentioned here. Seven ahaadith are mentioned in this - -
chapter. 

(188) Hadith Number 1. 

'Abdullah bin Ja'far Radiyallahu · 'Anhu says: "Rasulu11ah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam ate qith-thaa (cucumbers) with dates ." 

Commentary 

Cucumber has a cold effect and dates a hot one. By combining the two 
it becomes mild . From this badith we gather that it is recommended 
that the effect (hot or cold) of things eaten be taken into consideration. 
Cucumber is insipid and tasteless , and dates are sweet which results in 
the cucumber also tasting sweet. 

(189) Hadith Number 2. 

'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports that ''Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam ate watermelon with fresh dates." 

Commentary 

In Tirmidhi and other narr~tions, in explaining this, Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam also said: 'The cold effect of one 
removes the heat of the other, and the heat of one removes the cold 
effect of the other'. 

(190) Hadith Number 3. 

Anas RaQiyallahu 'Anhu says: ''I saw RasuluHah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam eat together musk melon and dates." 

Commentary 

Some 'ulama have translated this also as 'watermelon' instead of musk
melon, the reason being, as in the first narration, here also the cold 
effect is intended. But is is clear that musk-melon is meant here . The 
reason for eating dates together is also that it gives the melon a sweeter 
taste. It i~ not necessary that one's benefit be gauged everywhere . It is 

188 

j ., 



Shamaa-il Tirmidhi 

possible that this is due to some other benefits. According to this 
humble servant the eating of watermelon with dates has its own benefit 
and that is to create evenness in the effect of both, so that it becomes 
mild. The eating of musk-melon with dates has its own benefit and that 
is that if the melon is insipid and tasteless, many a times, due to it being 
insipid sugar is mixed before it is eaten. Therefore it is not necessary to 
give the same reasons for both the watermelon and musk-melon. 

{191) Hadith Number 4. 
'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu ·' Anhu says: "Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam ate watermelon with fresh dates". 

(192) Hadith Number 5. 

Abu Hurayrah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports: "When the people saw 
(picked their) new fruit, they used to come and present it to Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
then read this du'aa: 

Allahumma baarik Jana fi thimaa-rina wa-baarik lanaa fi madinatinaa 
wa-baarik lanaa fi saa-'i-naa wa-fi muddinaa-Allahumina-inna 
Ebraahima 'ab-duka wa-kha-li-luka wa-nabiy-yuka wa-in-nahu 
da'aa-ka li-makkata wa-inni ad'u-ka lil-madinati bi-mith-li maa 
da'aaka bihi li-makkata wa-mith-lahu ma'a-hu 

Translation: 0 Allah! Bless us in our fruits. Bless us in our city. 
Bless us in our 'Saa', and bless us in our 'Mudd' (These are two 
measures used in Madinah to measure dates etc.). 0 Allah verily 
Ebrahim 'Alayhis Salaam is Your servant, friend and Nabi. And 
most certainly I am also Your servant and Nabi (since it was an 
occasion for humbleness. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam did not mention here his being the habib-beloved-of 
Allah). And (whatever) he has supplicated to You for (colonising) 
Makkah. (Which is mentioned in the aayah: " ... so incline some 
hearts of men that they may yearn towards them, and provide Thou 
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them with fruits itt order that they may be thankful" . -Surah 
Ebrahim, 37) I supplicate the same to You for Madinah. 

He (the narrator) says: He then called a small child, to whom he gave 
that fruit". · 

(193) tJadith Number 6. 

Rubayyi' bint Mu'awwidh bin 'Afraa Ragiyallahu 'Anha says: "My 
uncle Mu'aadh bin 'Af-raa sent me with a plate of fresh dates, which 
had small cucumbers on it, to Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam relished cucumbers. I took this 
to him . At that time some jewelry had been sent to Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam from Bahrain. He took a handful from it and gave it 
to me" . 

Commentary 

Besides the previously mentioned benefits of cucumbers and · dates, it 
makes the body plump too. Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu 
relates that after my marriage, when the time came for me to go and live 
with Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam, my mother thought I 
should become a bit plump and my build become better. She gave me 
cucumbers and dates to eat . As a result my body became nice and 

· plump. It is related in a weak narration that Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anha said that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallarn ate cucumber with salt. It is possible that he at times ate it 
with salt and at times with dates. Sometimes one prefers something that 
is sweet and at other times a thing that is salty . 

. (194) Hadith Number 7. 

Rubayyi' bint Mu'awwidh bin 'Af-raa Ragiyallahu 'Anha said: "I took 
a plate of fresh dates and small cucumbers to Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam. He gave me a handful ·of jewelry, or a handful of 
gold". 

Commentary 

This is the same hadith mentioned above. Here it is mentioned briefly. 
The narrator doubts if it was jewelry or gold . 
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_ Chapter _on the description of the 
things that Sayyidfna Rasulullah 

Sallallahu 'Alayhi W asallatn drank. 

The author has mentioned two hadith in this chapter . 

- (195) Hadith Number 1. 

'Aayeshah . Ragiyallahu 'Anha says; "The dri_nk most liked by 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallpm was that which _ was sweet and 
cold ". 
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Commentary 

Apparently cold and sweet water is mentioned here. In the narration 
mentioned by Abu Daawud and others it is clearly stated, and there 
also may be a probability that sharbat of honey or nabeedh of dates 
are meant, as has been mentioned in the chapter on the cup of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allalfahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam did not pay much attention to 
food. Whatever was available was eaten, but sweet and cold water was 
given importance. Sweet water was brought for Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam from a place called Suqya, which is a few 
kilometres from Madinah. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam also added the following du'aa in the words of Daawud 
'Alayhis Salaam, that '0 Allah grant me such love for You, which is 
more beloved to me than my life, wealth, wife, children, and cold 
water' . 

(196) Hadith Number 2. 
lbn 'Abbaas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports: "Khaalid bin Waleed and I 
both accompanied Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam to the house 
of Maymunah . (Ummul Mu-mineen, Maymunah Ragiyallahu 'Anha 
was the maternal aunt of both) .. She served milk in a vessel. Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallarn d~ank from it. I was on his right and 
Khaalid bin Waleed on his left. Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
said the right of drinking now is yours. (As you are on the right). If you 
so wish you could give your right to Khaalid. I replied that I would give 
no one preference M-om your left over . After that Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam said: 'Whenever Allah feeds one something, this 
du'aa should be recited: 

Allahumma baarik lanaa fihi wa-at-imnaa khayram minhu 

Translation: 0 Allah grant us barakah in it, and feed us something 
better than it. 

Whenever Allah gives someone milk to drink one should read: 

Allahumma baarik lanaa fihi wa-zidnaa minhu 

Translation: 0 Allah grant us barakah in it and increase it for us. 
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Sayyidina Ibn 'Abbaas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says that after having 
something Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam made du'aa for 
something better than it. And after drinking milk he taught us to make 
du'aa for the increase of it, because Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said: 'There is no thing that serves both as food and water 
excepting milk'" . 

Commentary 

Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam chose to give the milk 
first to Sayyidina Ibn 'Abbaas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu because he was 
sitting on the right, and Sayyidina Khaalid bin Waleed Ragiyallahu 
'Anhu on the left. As is mentioned in many a!}aadith that the cup etc. 
should be passed f:om right to left, Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam requested the giving of preference to Sayyidina 
Khaalid Ra~iyallahu 'Anhu, as he was elder. It was also intended to 
educate Sayyidina lbn 'Abbaas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu that, though it was 
his right, it is better to give an elder preference . But the love Sayyidina 
Ibn 'Abbaas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu had for Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam naturally made him not give up this right for the left 
over water of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. 
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Chapter on those ahaadith in which is 
described the manner Sayyi_dina 

Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam -drank. 

The author has mentioned ten ahaadith in this chapter. 

(197) Hadith Number 1. 

Ibn 'Abbaas RagiyaJlahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam drank zam-zam (water) while he was standing". 

Commentary 

Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam has prohibited the 
drinking of water whilst standing. This shall be discussed in the 
commentary of the next hadith. For this reason some 'ulama have 
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prohibited the drinking of zam-zam also whilst standing. They say that 

he drank it whilst standing because of the huge crowds and the rush, or 

as a concession. The well-known view of the 'ulama is that zam-zam is 

not included in this prohibition . It is better to stand and drink it . 

(198) Hadith Number 2 . . 
'Amr bin Shu"ayb Ragiyallahu 'Anhu relates from his father, and he 

from his ('Amr's) grandfather, that he said: "I had seen Rasulullah 

~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam drinking water whilst standing and also 

whilst sitting" . 

Commentary 

There are many narrations mentioned wherein Sayyidina Rasulullah 

~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam prohibited the drinking of water whilst 

standing. A narration of Sayyidina Abu Hurayrah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu is 

mentioned in ~ahih Muslim that Sayyidina Rasulullah §allallahu 

'Alayhi Wasallam said : 'No person should stand and drink water, and 

if one forgetfully stood and drank it, it should be vomited out' . Some 

'ulama have summed both the deed and the prohibition in a few ways . 

Some 'ulama are of the opinion that the prohibition came later and 

repeals the previous law. Some 'ulama hold the opposite view that the 

narrations where he stood and drank water repeals the one that 

prohibits it . According to a well known saying, the prohibition is not 

that of a shar 'ee or unlawful nature, but as an etiquette . It is also a 

blessing and kindness . lbn Qayyim and others have mentioned the 

harm that standing and drinking causes. In short, Sayyidina Rasulullah · 

~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam standing and drinking shows it being 

permissible to do so, and that it is not haraam to stand and drink water . 

It is best not to do so, as this is against the recommended practice and 

one will be committing a makruh act by doing so. 

(199) Hadith Number 3. 

lbn 'Abbaas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "I gave Rasulullah ~allallahu 

'Alayhi Wasallam zam-zam water to drink. He stood and drank it". 

Commentary 

This has been discussed in the first hadith of this chapter. 

(200) Hadith Number 4. 

Nazzaal bin Sabrah RA. says that while he was with 'Ali in the 

courtyard (of the masjid at Kufah), water was brought in a clay pot to 

him . He took water in his palms, washed his hands, gargled his mouth, 
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put water in his nose (cleaned it), then made mas-h of his face, hands 
and head . Thereafter he stood and drank from it. Then said: 'This is the 
wugu of a person who is in a state of wugu . I had observed Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam perform (wugu) in this manner'" . 

Commentary 
This !}adith is mentioned in brief. The full narration is mentioned in 
Mishkaat from Bukhaari. In this hadith it may be possible that in reality 
he made mas-h of the face hands etc. To call this wugu will be 
methaphorical. Literally it has been called wugu. The feet are not 
mentioned here. The similarity of this is presumed. Another elucida- · 
tion may be that in this hadith the washing of the limbs lightly has been 
metaphorically explained as mas-h. The washing of the feet in this 
incident is mentioned in some narrations . This explanation is sup
ported by some narrations where instead of mas-h, washing of the face 
and hands is mentioned. In this case the renewal of wudu is meant. 
This exposition is best according to this humble servant. We also find 
from this !}adith that it is permissible to stand and drink the left over 
water after wugu . The permissibility of drinking this water and the 
water of zam-zam while standing is mentioned in the kitaabs of fiqh 
(jurisprudence) . 'Allaamah Shaami has mentioned the experience of 
some 'ulama that it is a tested and proven antidote for diseases. Mulla 
'Ali Qaari has mentioned this act as meritorious in the commentary of 
the Shamaa-il. 

(201) Hadith Number 5. 
Anas bin Maalik RaQiyallahu 'Anhu relates that Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam drank water in three breaths (i.e . in three gulps/sips) 
and used to say: "It is more pleasing and satisfying in this manner". 

Commentary 
It has been prohibited to drink water in one gulp. The 'ulama have 
written many harmful effects in drinking water in one breath. It 
especially weakens the muscles and nerves. It is also detrimental for the 
liver and stomach. 

(202) Hadith Number 6. 

Ibn 'Ab baas Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu says: "Whenever Rasulullah §allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam drank water, he drank it in two breaths". 
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Commentary 
In this !}adith drinking water in two breaths is intended, apparently 
this seems correct. Sayyidina Ibn 'Abbaas Ra~iyallahu 'Anhu has stated 
in a verbal !}adith: 'Do not drink water only in one breath, but drink it 
in two or three breaths'. In this manner the minimum number of times 
is mentioned in this hadith and that it was done sometimes. Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam at times drank water in two 
breaths to show that this was the minimum amount of gulps one could 
take . It is possible that this may mean that two breaths were taken 
whilst drinking water. Another explanation may be this that in the 
badith it is meant that two breaths should be taken whilst drinking 
water. If two breaths are taken whilst drinking water, then all the water 
will naturally be drunk in three _ gulps. By this explanation there remains 
no contradiction between the two !}adith. 

(203) Hadith Number 7. 

Kabshah hint Thaabit · Ra9iyallahu 'Anha narrates: "Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam visited my home. A leather water bag was 
hanging there, Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam stood and drank 
water from the mouth of the water bag. I got up and cut out the mouth 
(portion) of the bag". 

Commentary 
Imaam Nawawi has mentioned two reasons from Imaam Tirmidhi for 
cutting it. One is tabarrukan (for barakah), because the mubaarak saliva 
of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam touched it and she 
wanted to keep it. The second is that she did not want anyone else to 
drink from the portion where Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 

· Wasallam had drunk. The reason being respect and courtesy. It will be 
disrespectful if someone else drank from the same place. There are two 
things mentioned in this hadith. One is standing and drinking which 
has already been discussed. The second is that it is reported in the 
Bukhaari from Sayyidina Anas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu that it has been 
prohibited to drink from the mouth of a water bag. Therefore we shall 
take this hadith to show the permissibility of doing so, or that it will be 
taken to show that this is against the recommended practice. Also. by 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam drinking from it, can 
be that in times of necessity one is allowed to do so. It is related .. :.in a 
!}adith that a person was drinking water from a water bag and a snake 
came out from it. On hearing that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam forbade the drinking of water direct from a water bag. 
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According to this badith , the drinking of water in this manner 
apparently seems to have taken place in the early periods . A special 
note should be made here. One of the reasons for prohibiting the 
drinking of water in this n1cinner is that every person's mouth is not 
such that if it touches a waterbag etc . it will not leave a smell. Certainly 
there are mouths whose saliva is a cure for diseases, and which is more 
tastier than everything in this world and creates more happiness than 
everything ·else . 

Therefore the drinking of Sc1yyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam from a waterbag cannot be compared with others . 

(204) Hadith Number 8. 

Thumaamah bin 'Abdullah Rc1giyallahUJ 'Anhu says: " An,, s bin Maalik 
drank water in three draughts (breaths),. and used to say that Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Waszillam also drank water in the same manner". 

(205) Hadith Number 9. 

Anas Ragiyallahu ' Anhu reports: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam went to my mother , Umm Sulaym's hous e. A leather water 
bag was hanging there. Rasulu11ah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wa sallam stood 
and drank water from it. Umm Sulaym Ragiyallahu 'Anhu s tood up and 
cut off that portion of the bag". 

Commentary 

The same type of incident of Sayyiditina Kabshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha 
has been related in the hadith. It is however difficult to sit and drink 
from a waterbag that is hanging. These are things that are done in times 
of necessity. A few abaadith reported on the incident of Sayyiditiria 
Umm Sulaym Ra.giyallahu 'Anha that she said, while cutting off the 
mouth piece of the water bag from which Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu ' Alayhi Wasallam had drunk: 'No one shall put their mouth 
on it and drink from it again ' . We understand from this that she did it 
out of love and respect for Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam. 

(206) Hadith Number 10. 

Sa'd bin Waqqaas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: " Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam drank water while standing" . 

. Comm~ntary 

This was not hi s habit, he did it now and then due to some reason. This 
has been discussed already. 
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Chapter on 
Sayyidina , Rasulullah Sallallahu 

'Alayhi Wasallam using 'itr. 

A sweet fragrance naturally emitted from the mubaarak body of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam, as if he did not use 
'itr. In a narration Sayyidina Anas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: 'I did nut 
smell anything more fragrant than the fragrant smell of Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. lts fragrance was better than 'Amber and 
Musk'. Various other narrations testify to this. Many narrations are 
mentioned in the books of hadith, where it is stated that the perspira
tion of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was used 
instead of 'itr. A narration from Sayyiditina Umm Sulaym Ragiyallahu 
'Anha is related in the ~abib Muslim and other kitaabs, that once whil e 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasalla1n was sleeping, sweat 
began to emit from his rnubaarak body. She began collecting it in a 
small bott1e. The mubaarak eyes of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam opened. He asked her what she was doing. She 
replied: 'We use this in our 'itr, it has the most fragrance'. 

Once Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam blew (made 
damm) on his palm and wiped it over the back and stomach of 
Sayyidina 'Uqbah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu. It became so fragrant, and as he 
had four wives, every one of them put on so much 'itr, to equal that 
fragrance, but it could not overco1ne th e fragrance Sayyidina 'Uqbah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu had. · 

What should I do with the sweet smell of flowers O Nasim 
(frngrant breeze). · 
The clothing is also hopeful of attaining a sweet smell. 

Sayyidina Abu Ya'laa Ragiyallahu 'Anh u · and others relate that in 
whichever alley Sayyidina Ras uJullah ~al1a11ahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
passed, others who passed later knew immediately that Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam . had just passed there. Many 
other narrations are reported on this subject. Besides this Sayyidina 
RasuluJlah ~allalJahu 'Alayhi Wasallam usually used 'itr. The author has 
written six a!}aadith in this chapter. 

(207) Hadith Number 1. 

Anas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
had a 'Sukkah'. He used a fragrance from it" . 
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Commentary 
The 'ulama give tw o meanings to the word 'Sukkah'. Some say it is an 
'itr box, and say it is that box in which 'itr is kept. In this case it will 
mean he used th e fragrance from an 'itr box. My ustaadh Rabmatullahi 
'Alayhi gave the above tran slati on. Some 'u\arna say it is a mixture of 
various fragrances. The author of Qaamus and others prefer this 
meaning, and have also writt en the full recipe of how it is made. 

(208) Hadith Number 2. 
Thumaamah bin 'AbduJ1ah Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu reports: "Anas bin 
Maalik did not refuse ' itr , and used to say that Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam never refus ed (the acceptance of) 'itr". 

(209) Hadith Number 3. 

Ibn 'Umar Ra~iyallahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said: 'Three things should not be refused: a pillow; fragrance 
('itr-oil); and milk ' ". 

Commentary 
These thing s are mentioned because it is not a burden for the one that 
gives these presents. And by refusing, one may at times offend the 
giver. All those things are included in this which are simple and does 
not burden the one that presents it. By 'pillow', some 'ulama say it 
means presenting a pillow , as it does not burden a person. Some 'ulama 
say that it is just for one's use while sitting, lying, sleeping, leaning etc . 

(210) Hadith Number 4. 
Abu Hurayrah RaQiyallahu 'Anhu narrates : "Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam said: "The 'itr of a male is , the fragrance of which 
spreads and has less colour in it (i.e . rose, kewrah etc.), and the 'itr of a 
female is that, which has more colour and less fragrance (bina 
(mendhi)· , za'faraan .etc.) " . 

Commentary 
Males should use a fragrance that is masculine, as colour does not suit 
them . Women should u se a feminine fragrance, which does not give off 
a strong fragrance, it must be such that its fragrance does not reach 
strangers . 
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(211) Hadith Number 5. 

Abu 'Uthmaan An -Nahdi (At-Taabi ' ee) RA. relates that Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said : "If one is given ray!}aan , he should 
not refuse it, because it originates from Jannah ." 

Commentary 

From this , it is only the ray!}aan itself that is meant or are other fragrant 
substances also included? The linguists give both meanings, and both 
may be intended here. Allah Ta 'aala made an imitation of the fragrance 
of Jannah in this world, because this may be an incentive for the people 
towards Jannah, and also increase their desire and zeal for it. People are · 
naturally attracted to something fragrant. What comparison can there be 
made with the orig inal fragrance of Jannah . It shall have such a strong 
fragrance , that the distance of five hundred years wiU have to be 
covered to reach its source. 

(212) Hadith Number 6. 

Jarir bin 'Abdullah Bajali Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports that I was pre
sented to 'Umar (for an inspection). Jarir threw off his top shawl and 
walked in his lungi only (so that he could be inspected). 'Umar told him 
to take his top sheet (put it on) and addressed the people saying: "I did 
not see anyone more handsomer than Jarir besides what we have heard 
of Yusuf As-~iddiqe 'Alayhis Salaam". 

Commentary 

'What we heard of Yusuf As-~iddiqe 'Alayhis Salaam' shows that he 
must have been more handsome and beautiful than Sayyidina Jarir 
Ra9 iyallahu 'Anhu . Otherwise it seems there was none more hand
somer than him (Sayyidina Yusuf 'Alayhis Salaam). Sayyidina 'Umar 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu was making a detailed inspection of the army at the 
time of jihaad . Every soldier was inspected and Sayyidina Jarir 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu was among them. There are a few difficulties in this 
narration. But shall be omitted to keep the subject short . One of these 
difficulties is, that the beauty and handsomeness of Sayyidina Yusuf 
'Alayhis Salaam is exempted here. But the mubaarak beauty and 
handsomeness of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam is 
not exempted or mentioned here. We can openly say that the hand
smneness of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was 
more than that of Sayyidina Yusuf 'Alayhis Salaam . By not mentioning 
this , the handsomeness of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam is obviously exempted. Shah Waliyullah Dehlawi has men-
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tioned that the handsomeness of Sayyidina Rasulullah ··sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam was hidden. The other question is, what relevance 
has -this narration with this chapter? An answer to this is that fragrance 
is a part of beauty. The more handsome the person, the more fragrance 

- will be emitted from that person's clothing and body. It is an accepted 
fact that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was the 
handsomest among creation, and it is an accepted fact that he was the 
most glittering among the full moons, therefore a sweet fragrance 
emitting from him is natural. 
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Chapter on the speech of Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 

Wasallam. 

Three ahaadith are compiled in this chapter. 

(213) Hadith Number 1. 

'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha relates that the speech of Rasulullah 

~ailallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was not quick and continuous as that of 

yours. He spoke clearly, word for word . A person sitting in his company 

remembered what he said. 

Commentary 

The speech of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was 

not of an abridged nature nor was it fast, that nothing could be 

understood. He spoke calmly and clearly, word for word. A person 

sitting by him remembered what he said . 

209 



Shamaa-il Tirmid.hi 

(214) Hadith Number 2. 

Anas bin Maalik Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam (sometimes) repeated a word (as was necessary) 
thrice , so that his listeners understood well what he was saying " . 

Commentary 

If what he was explaining was difficult or it was something that had to 
be given a thought , or if there were many people, he faced all three 
sides and repeated it to every side, so that those present understood 
well what h e said. Repeating a thing thrice was the maximum. If saying 
a thing twi ce only sufficed, he only said it twice. 

(215) Hadith Number 3. 

lmaam Ha san Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "I asked my (maternal) uncle 
Hind bin Abi Ha alah , who always described the noble features of 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam to describe to me the manner in 
which Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam spoke . He replied that 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi ·wasallam was always worried (about the 
hereafter) . And was always busy thinking (about the attributes of Allah 
and the betterment of the ummah). Because of these things he was 
never free from thought and never rested (or because of worldly affairs 
he did not gain rest, but gained rest and contentment from religious 
well being. It is mentioned in the badith that the coolness of my eyes is 
in ~alaah). He always spoke clearly from beginning to end. (He did not 
speak in a manner where only half sentences are spoken and the other 
half remained in the mind of the speaker, as is prevalent among 
snobbish high-minded and proud people). He spoke concisely, where 
the words are less and meaning more. (Mulla 'Ali Qaari has collected 
forty such ahaadith in his commentary which are very short. Those who 
wish may refer to it and memorise it). Every word was clearer than the 
previous one. There was no nonsensical talk, nor was there 'half-talks' 
where the meaning was not complete and could not be grasped. He was 
not short-tempered, nor did he disgrace anyone . He always greatly 
appreciated the blessings of Allah even though it might be very minute, 
he did not criticize it. He did not criticize food, nor over-praised it (The 
reason for not,.,criticizing food is clear, that it is a blessing from Allah. 
The reason for not praising it is because it might be felt that one is 
gluttonous. Nevertheless , he praised food if it was to make someone 
happy , and sometimes praised some special things). He was never 
angered for anything materialistic. (The reason being that he did not 
pay mu ch attention, and did not care much about materialistic thing s). 
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If someone exceeded the limits in religious matters or against the truth, 
he became so angry that no one could endure it, nor could anybody stop 
it till he avenged it. If for some reason he made a gesture or pointed at 
something , he did it with a full hand . (The 'ulama say the reason being 
that it is against humbleness to point with one finger only. Some ' ulan1a 
say it was his noble habit to signal the oneness of Allah with one finger , 
therefore he did not signal anyone in that manner) . When he was 
surprised by something he turned his hand, and when he · spoke 
sometimes while talking, he moved his hands , he sometime s hi t the 
palm of his right hand with the inside part of his left thumb . When he 
became angry with someone, he turned his face away from that person , 
and did not pay attention to that person, or he forgave that person . 
When he was happy due to humility it seemed as if he had closed his 
eyes . The laugh of Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi WasaUam was mostly a 
smile, at that moment his mubaarak front teeth glittered like white 
shining hailstone . 

Commentary 

This badith is the remaining portion of the seventh badith mentioned 
in the first chapter . Every ·sentence of it should be read carefully and one 
should try to emulate them as much as possible . Every action of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam is complete in hum
bleness and etiquette . Sayyidina Hind bin Abi Haalah Ragiyallahu 
'Anhu is a step brother of Sayyiditina Faa!imah Ragiyallahu 'Anha. 
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Chapter on the laughing of Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Sallallahu I Alayhi 

Wasallam · 

Nine abaadith are mentioned in this chapter . 

(216) Hadith Number 1. 

Jaabir bin Samurah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "The calf of the leg of 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'AJayhi WasaJJam was slightly thin. Hjs laugh was 
only that of a sm ile. Wh enever I vi si ted Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam, I thou ght he had u sed kubl on his eyes. Whereas he had not 
at that time used kuhl." 
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Commentary 

Verily the eyes of Sayyidina Rasulul1ah ~alla11ahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was 
like that which had kuhl on it. 

(2J7) Hadith Number 2. 

'Abdullah bin Haarith Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu reports: "I ·did not see 
anyone who smiled more than Rasu]uJlah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasa11am." 

Commentary · 

A question arises from this badith, that in the last badith of the 
previous chapter, it is stated that Sayyidina Rasulul1ah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam always remained in deep thought and sorrow . This 
seems to contradict that badith. Two explanations are given to the 
badith. The first is that the meaning of the badith is that Sayyidina 
Rasu)ul1ah ~allallahu 'Alayhi WasaJiam smiled more than he laughed. 
No other person was seen, whose smile was more than his laugh. In a 
further badith which is reported from the same ~a!}aabi , this has been 
dearly elucidated. The second explanation is that Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allaJlahu 'Alayhi Wasallam besides being naturally worried, smiled 
and appeared cheerful so that the ~abaabah · Ragiyallahu 'Anh um 
might feel at ease and comfortable . This is the pinnacle of humbleness 
and good character . In the fifth and sixth !}adith of this chapter, 
Sayyidina Jarir Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says that whenever Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam saw me, he met· me with a 
cheerful smile . There now remains no contradiction with the first 
badith . Many times it so happens that a person is sad ·and worried, 
but to keep others happy, or for some other reason one has the 
opportunity to meet them cheerfully. Those who have in their hearts a 
mark of love, experience this many times . 

(218) Hadith Number 3. 

'Abdullah bin Haarith Raf!iyallahu 'Anhu relates: "The laugh of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was · but a smile" . 

Commentary 

That means he smiled more often . There w~re fewer occasions where he 
laughed . 

(219) Hadith Number 4. 

Abu Dhar Ragiyallahu ; Anhu says : "Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said: 'I know that person well who will enter Jannah first 
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and also that person who will be the last one to . be taken out of 
jahannam. On the day of qiyaamah a person will be brought forward 
to the court of the Almighty Allah . It shall be co1nmanded that all the 
minor sins of that person be put forward to him and the n1ajor sin~ be 
concealed. When the minor sins are disclosed to that person, he will 
accept that he had committed them, as there will be no room for 
refuting them. (He will begin to tremble and say in his heart that 
these are only the minor sins, what will happen when the major sins 
are exposed). During this happening it shall be commanded that for 
every sin of that person he be given the ajr (thawaab-reward) of a 
good deed. Upon hearing this the person himself will say I still have 
many sins left to account for, that are not seen here' . Abu Dhar 
Ra~iyallahu 'Anhu s.iys: 'Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam while 
narrating the words of that person began laughing till his mubaarak 
teeth began to show'". (The reason being that the person himself 
disclosed the very sins he was frightened of) . 

Commentary 
This person whose case is being narrated in detail is the same person 
of whom it was first described in brief that he will be the last one to 
enter Jannah, . or it may be another person . The findings of the 
commentators is that it is another person. The person who will enter 
Jannah last is the one whose incident is mentioned in the seventh 
!}adith of this chapter. 

(220-221) Hadith Number 5 and 6. 
Jarir bin 'Abdullah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "After I accepted Islaam , 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'AJayhi Wasallam never prohibited me from 

. attending his assemblies . Whenever he saw me he laugh ed .'' ·1n thl' 
second narration it is stated that he smiled . 

Commentary 
The second narration is mentioned because it 1nay be known that by 
laughing as mentioned in the first !}adith, it is meant that Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam · smiled. This smile is to show 
happiness, as to 1neet one cheerfully makes one feel at ease . I have 
observed that my elders at times met visitors with such happiness and 
cheerfulness that the visitor may feel; happiness is being felt by our 
coming . 
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(222) Hadith Number 7. 

'Abdullah bin Mas'ud Ragiyallahu 'Anhu said: "I know the person who 
will come out last from the fire. He will be such a man who will crawl 
and come out (due to the severity of the punishment of jahannam he 
will not be able to walk). He will then be ordered to enter Jannah. He 
will go there and find that all the places therein are occupied. He will 
return and say 'O Allah the people have taken all the places'. It will be 
said to him. 'Do you remember th e places in the world?' (That when a 
place gets filled, there remains no pla ce for ct n ewcom er. And a person 
that arrives first occupies as much as one pleases, there remains no 
place for the ones that arrive later. The elders have translated it in this 
manner. According to this humble servant , if the meaning of it is taken 
as follows, H seems more appropriate , th a t do you remember the 
vastness and plentiness of the world and how big the world was. He is 
being reminded, because an announcement is going to be made that a 
place that is ten times greater than the world shall be given to him. After 
imagining the vastness of the world once, it may b e assessed how great 
this gift is?) . He will reply: 'O my creator, I remember well'. It will be 
commanded to him. Make your wi sh in whichever way your heart 
desires. He will put forward his desires. It shall be commanded. All 
your desires are fulfilled and in addition ten times the size of the world 
is granted to you . He will reply: 'Are You jesting with me O my Allah, 
and You are the King of Kings? ' (There is no place in Jannah and You 
are granting me a place ten times greater than the world). (Sayyidina 
lbn Mas'ud Ragiyallahu 'Anhu) said : ' I saw Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam laugh till his mubaarak teeth showed, when he 
related this portion of the man 1 s reply'" . 

Commentary 

The laughing of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was 
due to his happiness on Allah granting His Mercies and Bounties on a 
person who is the last to be taken out of jahannam. From this it is clear 
that the person was the most sinful (Muslim). Yet he was so greatly 
rewarded in this manner. What about the general Muslims , and 
especially the pious, what great Mercies and Bounties shall be show
ered on them? The more bounties the ummah receive, the more it 
becomes a reason for Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
to become happy. It is possible that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam laughed, because that person, who after experiencing 
the great hardships and punishment , came out of jahannam . Yet he had 
the audacity to express his desires and also say that Allah was joking. 
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(223) Hadith Number 8. 

'Ali bin Rabi'ah RA. says: "A conveyance (a horse or something · was 
brought to' Ali during the period of his khilaafah). He recited Bismillah 
when he put his leg in the stirrup. After he had mounted he said 
Alhamdulillah and recited this du'aa : 

~-- '1\ u,--<0
• !J ;J ~ lo' ,.lA d --~ ,, 0 .J, ~~ .J 1$i i.J lft--.t-4 J ~ 4.>,, . 

Subhaa-nal-ladhi sakh-kha-ra lanaa haa-dhaa wa .-maa kunnaa lahu 
muq-ri-neen-wa inna ilaa rabbinaa la-munqalibun 

Translation : Glorified be He Who hath subdued those unto us, and 
we were not capable (of subduing them); And lo! unto our Lord we 
are returning.-Surah Zukhruf, 13-14. 

(The'ulama say that a conveyance could be a means of death. Therefore 
subjugation of a conveyance with gratitude towards Allah for His 
Mercy, and death are mentioned together. After all a person has to 
return to Allah after death). 'Ali Ragiyallahu 'Anhu then said 
Alhamdulillah . three times, Allahu Akbar three times, then recited: 

~\ ~o!.:U\ J.g,.'1 ~\! o' o.~\! 0 ~<~of~~~ 
i .Y ~ .,, ~p ~~i.s -

,, ~---, 
~ 

Subhaanaka inni ~alamtu nafsi-fagb-fir-li fa-innahu laa yagh-firudh 
dhu-nuba illaa anta 

Translation: Glorified be Thou! Behold, I have wronged myself. So 
forgive Thou-me. Indeed, none forgiveth sins but Thou . 

then (Sayyidina 'Ali Ragiyallahu 'Anhu) laughed (smiled). I said to him, 
'What is the reason for laughing O Amirul Mu-mineen ?' He replied: 
'RasuJullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam also recited these du'aas in this 
manner and thereafter laughed (so,.iled) . I also inquired from Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam the reason for laughing (smiling) as you 
have asked me . Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said, Allah 
Ta'aala becomes happy when His servants say, 'No one can forgive me 
save You . My servant knows that no one forgive sins besides Me"'. 

(224) Hadith Number 9. 

'Aamir bin Sa'd Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "My father _Sa'd said : 
'Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam laughed on the day of the Battle 
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of Khandaq till his teeth showed' . 'Aamir Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: 'I 
asked why did he laugh?'. He replied : 'A kaafir had a shield, and Sa' d 
was a great archer. The kaafir protected himself by swaying the shield 
from side to side covering his forehead. (Sayyidina Sa' d RaQiyallahu 
'Anhu was a famous marksman, but the kaafir did not let the arrows get 
him). Sa'd Ragiyallahu 'Anhu took an arrow (and kept it ready in the 
bow) . When the non-believer removed the shield from his head, he 
quickly aimed at the kaafir and did not miss the target. i.e. the 
(enemies) forehead. The enemy immediately fell down, his legs rising 
into the air . On that Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam laughed till 
his mubaarak teeth showed '~ I asked : 'Why did Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam laugh?' He replied : 'Because of what he had done to 
the man"' . 

Commentary 

It may be doubted that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam laughed because the man's feet were raised in the air, hence 
the satr (private parts) was exposed. Therefore the reason for laughing 
had to be asked. Sayyidina . Sa'd Ragiyallahu 'Anhu replied: 'No, but 
because I, although a good marksman, the non-believer protected 
himself. He was clever to move his shield from side to side . But Sa'd 
thought of a plan, and aimed at him in such a: way that he did not have 
a chance to protect himself and fell down'. 
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Chapter on the description ·of the 
joking of Sayyidina Rasulullah 

Sallallahu 'Alayhi W asallam. 

It has been proven that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam joked. It has also been prohibited to joke . In Tirmidhi a 
narration of Sayyidina Ibn Ab baas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu is reported 
wherein it has been prohibited to joke. Imaam Nawawi has compared 
the two in this manner and said that excessive joking which will result 
in the heart becoming hard, or it will keep one away from the 
remembrance of Allah, or it may become a means of troubling a 
Muslim, or it may lessen the dignity and degrade one. All these are 
included in the prohibition. If it (joking) is void of this and is done 
solely to appease or make someone harpy, then it will be mustabab. 
Sayyidina 'Abdullah bin Haarith Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: 'I have not 
seen anyone who makes a person more cheerful than Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam'. The reason being that the cheerful nature 
of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was more of a 
source of happiness than sadness. 

There was also a special necessity for Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam to joke. That is due to the personal dignity and 
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greatness of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam v:hich 
was of such a high calibre, that even at a distance of a months journey 
his awe was felt. For this reason, if Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam did not smile and joke, it would have been imposs
i~le due to the a'we, for people to come near him and the doors of 
reaping benefit would have been closed. It would have become a habit 
of those who strive to follow and emulate every deed and habit of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam purposely not to 
smile and joke. It would also have become difficult for those close to a 
shaykh (spiritual teacher), to come close and benefit from him. May 
Allah shower countless durud and blessings on the pure soul who 
opened the doors of easiness for the ummah. Someone told Sayyidina 
Sufyaan bin 'Uyaynah Ra~iyallahu 'Anhu , who was a great mu!}addith . 
'Joking is also a calamity'. He replied: 'It is a sunnah, and only for those 
who know its bounds and also know how to joke properly'. 

(225) Hadith Number 1. 

Anas bin Maalik Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu relates: "Rasulul1ah ~a11allahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam once told him jokingly, Ya dhal udhu-nayn (0 two 
eared one)". 

Commentary 

Every person has two ears. It must have been for a special reason that 
he was called 'Abul Udhunayn'. For example he might have had large 
ears or a sharp hearing , that he could hear from a distance. The latter 
explanation seems more correct. 

(226) Hadith Number 2. 
' 

Anas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasal1an1 
used to associate with us and joke. I had a younger brother. Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said to him: 'O ba 'Umayr what did the 
nughayr do?"' 

Commentary 

Nug!!ayr is a type of bird . The 'ulama have translated it as La'l . The 
author of Hayatul Haywaan says that it is a bulbul. Imaam Tirmidhi 
says that the gist of this badith is that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallarri addressed this child by his kuniyyah (patronymic 
name). He had adopted an animal (bird) as a pet . The animal had died, 
as a -result the child became grieved. In order to cheer him Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam asked him, 'What did the 
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nugbayr do?' or 'What happened to the nugbayr?', whereas Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~a!lallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam knew that the animal had di ed. 
This badith supports the madh-hab of the Hanafis in a mas-alah . 
According to the Shaafi'ees the same rule of hunting applies to the 
Haram of Madinah as that of Makkah. According to the Hanafis there is 
a difference between the two. It is prohibited to hunt in the Haram of 
Makkah, whereas it is jaa-iz (permissible) in the Haram of Mad_inah. 
Sayyidina Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam not prohibiting this , 
is a proof from among n1any proofs. The details of which are mentioned 
in the books of fiqh and badith. There is a dispute in whether Sayyidina 
Abu 'Umayr RagiyaHahu 'Anhu was known by this kuniyyah (patro
nymic name) previously or did Sayyidina Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam address him first by this kuniyyah? Some 'ulatna have 
extracted more than a hundred masaa-il and benefits from this hadith. • - -
May that soul be sacrificed that from a sentence of joke, hundreds of 
masaa-il are solved. And may the Almighty Allah fill the graves of the 
great ' ulama with nur who have given such great service to each and 
every badith of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and 
extracted so many masaa -il, kept it safe and spread it. A question arises 
here that it is also mentioned that the animal was kept in a cage and the 
child played with it . This is cruelty to an animal, which is prohibited in 
the badith . An answer to that is, to cage an animal and to play with it 
to keep oneself happy is not cruelty. To harm and be cruel to an animal 
is a different thing. For this reason the 'ulama have written that it is 
only permissible for that person to keep an an imal who will not 
mis-handle or be cruel to an animal, but care for it properly. It is not 
permissible for a hard-hearted child or one who does not understand 
animals to keep them. 

(227) Hadith Number 3. 

Abu Hurayrah Ra~iyallahu Ta'aala 'Anhu reports: "The ~abaabah 
asked: 'O Messenger of Allah, you joke with us?' Rasulullah ~alJallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam: replied: 'Yes , I do not say but the truth'" . 

Commentary 
The reason that the ~abaabah Ragiyallahu 'Anhum asked, is because it 
had been prohibited to joke . Likewise it is also against the dignity of 
great people to do so. Sayyidina Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
informed that it has nothing to do with my cheerfulness . This has been 
discussed at the beginning of the chapter . 
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(228) Hadith Number 4. 

Anas bin Maalik RaQiyallahu 'A nhu relates that a person requested 

from Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam that he be given a convey

ance. Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam replied : "A child of a 

camel shall be given to you". The person said: 'What shall I do with a 

child of a camel O Messenger of Allah?' (I want one for a conveyance). 

Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam replied: " Every camel is a chil d 

of a cumel". 

Commentary 

The person thought that he would be given a small camel which is unfit 

for riding. In thi s !}adith besides joking it also points to the fact that a 

person should carefully liste n and understand what the other person is 

saying. 

(229) Hadith Number 5. 

Anas . bin Maalik Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports: "A resident of the 

wilderness whose name was Zaahir (b in Hiraam Al-A~ja 'ee), when

ever he visited Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam he brought 

with him presents of the wild erne ss, vegetables etc . and presented it 

to Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam . When he intended to leave 

Madinah, Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam presented him with 

provisions of the city. Once Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 

said : 'Zaahir is our wilderness, and we are his city'. Rasulullah 

~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was attached to him. Zaahir Ragiyallahu 

'Anhu was not very hand some. Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 

came to him once while he was standing in a place and selling hi s 

merchandise. Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam caught him in 

between the arm s from the back in such a manner that he (Sayyidina 

Zaahir Ragiyallahu 'Anhu) could not see him. Zaahir Ragiyallahu 

'Anhu said: 'Who is this? , leave me '. But when he saw with the comer 

of his eye that it was Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam, he 

straightened his back and began pressing it to the chest of Rasulullah 

~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. (For as long as he gained this opportu 

nity it was better than a thousand gifts). Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 

Wasallam then said: 'Who will purchase this slave?' Zaahir 

Ragiyallahu 'Anhu replied : 'O Rasul of Allah, if you shall sell me, you 

will sell a defective thing , and earn a very little sum'. Rasulullah 

~allallahu 'A layhi Wasallam said: 'No, you are not defective in the 

sight of Allah , but much more valuable '". 
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Commentary 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu ' Alayhi Wasa11am coming and embrac
ing him from the back and covering the eyes of Sayyidina Zaahir 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu wr1s being humorou s to him . This saying that who 
shall purchase him was also in joking. Because Sayyidina Zaahir 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu was not a slave but a free man . Some of the 
commentators have written that this badith is about joking, but in 
reality it is full of virtues and hidden benefits . When Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wa sa llam found him engrossed in selling 
his merchandise. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'A layhi Wasallam 
feared that because he was so busy se lling, it will keep him away from 
the remembrance of Allah . Therefore Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam caught him from the back, and the embrace would 
be a means of returning him to the remembrance of Allah. And as a 
reminder he sai d : ' Is there anyone who will purchase this slave? ' , is 
becaus e th e person who is so engrosse d in things other than the 
remembrance of Allah , is like c1 slave of his own desires. The embrace 
of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam totally awakened 
his faculties for the remcmbrnncc of Allah . That is why Sayyidina 
Rasulullah $allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallc1m gave him the good news that 
his status in the eyes of Allah is not low but that of an elevated one. 

(230) Hadith Number 6. 
Hasan Ba~ri Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says that an old woman came to 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alay hi Was a llam and made a request: "O 
Messenger of Allah, m ake du 'aa to Allah that He may grant me ent ranc e 
into Jannah. " Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam replied: "O 
Mother, an old woman cannot enter Jannah." That woman began crying 
and began to leave . Rasulullah ~c1l1allahu 'A layhi Wasallam said: " Say to 
the woman that one will not enter in a state of old age, but Allah will 
make all the woman of Jannah young virgins. Allah Ta'aala says: "L_o! 
We have created tl1em a (new) creation and made them virgins, lovers, 
friends". -Surah Wnaqi'ah , 35-36-37. 
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The description of the sayings of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 

'Alayhi W asallam on poetry. 

It has been reported in the abaadith that Sayyidina Rasulullah 
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam heard and recited poetry. Those sayings 
are known as poetry that have deliberately been rhymed and com
posed according to the laws of poetry . It is certain that Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was not a poet. This is clearly 
stated in the Qur-aan, in reply to the surprising accusations of the 
kuffaar (non-believers) that he was a magician, or a . mad person, 
na'udhu billah. Regarding his being a poet the Qur-aan clearly states: 
"And We have not taught him (Mu!J.ammad ~allallahu 'Alayhi . 
Wasallam) poetry, nor is it meet for him . ... " -Surah Ya Seen, 68. In a 
few instances where the sayings of Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam are found to be rhymed, this was not said deliber
ately and hence could not be called poetry. According to this humble .· 
servant in reality it is a miracle of Sayyidina Rasulullah 2allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam that he was not a poet. If a person's sayings rhyme 
naturally, and if he deliberately tries to improve it. How wonderful 
can he make it? But Allah Ta'aala has granted Sayyidina Rasulullah 
2allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam a much higher status, therefore his 
thought never wandered towards that. Many narrations have been 
reported on the praises and faults of poetry. In some it is stated that it 
is a good thing. In some it is prohibited and despised. A judgment 
between the two is also mentioned in a narration, that there is no 
good or bad in poetry itself. If the subject matter is good and 
beneficial, then poetry is a good thing. And if its effects are bad and 
detrimental and based on falsehood, then in the manner that the 
subject is prohibited or haraam or makruh, poetry will also be 
regarded as such . Even in the case where it is permissible, it is 
undesirable to indulge deeply in it. The author has mentioned nine 
abaadith in this chapter. 

(231) Hadith Number 1. 

Someone enquired from 'Aayeshah Raf!iya11ahu 'Anha: "Did 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam recite poetry?" She replied: "He 
sometimes as an example recited the poetry of 'Abdullah bin Rawahah 
(and sometimes of other poets). He sometimes recited this couplet of 
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Iarfah: 'Sometimes that person brings news to you whom you have not 

compensated"'. · 
(That means if one wants to know anything about a place, one will 

have to pay a person for obtaining information. A person has to be 

given money etc . for the journey in order to obtain information . At 

times it may so happen that the news is received without having to 

spend anything . Someone comes and gives full news . Some of the 

'ulama have written that this example given by Sayyidina Rasulullah 

~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam, that without any remuneration, he has 

given (humanity) the news of Jannah , jahannam , qiyaamah , particulars 

and information regarding the Ambiyaa 'Alayhimus Salaam, the signs 

of the future etc . Yet the kuffaar (non-believers) do not appreciate this . 

In this badith two poets are mentioned , . Sayyidina 'Abdullah bin 

Rawa!}ah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu , a famous Sab_aabi who accepted Islaam 

before the hijrah of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam , 

and was martyred during the lifetime of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 

'Alayhi Wasallam in the Battle of Mau-tah . The second poet is Iarfah, a 

famous poet of' Arabia. In the famous book of ' Arabic literature 'Sab'ah 

Mu 'allaqah', the second 'Mu'allaqah' has been written by him . He lived 

before the advent of Islaam .) 

(232) Hadith Number 2. 

Abu Hurayrah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports that Rasulullah ~allallahu 

'Alayhi Wasallam said: "The most truthful couplet recited by a poet is 

that of Labeed bin Rabi'ah : 'Verily be aware, besides the Almighty Allah, 

everything else is futile'. 
And Ummayya _h bin Abis-2ault was about to acc;ept Islaam" . 

Commentary 

Sayyidina Labeed Ragiyallahu 'Anhu was a famous poet. After accept-:

ing Islaam , he stopped composing poetry. He used to say that Allah 

Ta'aala has given me something better than poetry, and the Qur-aan is 

enough for me. He is among the famous ~abaabah, and attained the age 

of one hundred and forty, or more. The other part of the couplet is: 

'Every gift or blessing must at some times come to an end' . 

Umayyah bin Abis-~ault was a famous poet, who expressed the truth 

in his poetry. He believed in qiyaamah. However, the Mercy of the 

Almighty was not with him, andl he was unfortunate not to accept 

Islaam. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said regard

ing him: "His poetry accepted Islaam but his heart did not." A little 

more detail is given of him in hadiith number eight: 
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(233) Hadith Number 3. 

I Jundub bin Sufyaan Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu relates: "Once a stone hit the 
r mubaarak fingers of Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and injured 

them, they became covered in blood . Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam thereupon recited this couplet: 'You are but a finger, no damage 
has overcome you, besides covcrh1g you in Moo,d. This is not fruitless, for 
reward has been obtained in the path of Allah'". 

Commentary 

A question may arise that how did Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam recite these couplets? An answer has already been 
given. Here a specific answer may also be given that this is called 
'Rijz'-verses read on a battlefield-and not that of poetry. Some 
people have said that the compiling of one or two verses of poetry does 
not make one a poet, therefore this cannot be against the Qur-aanic 
aayah: 'And we have not taught him (Mu~a,nmad ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam) poetry, nor is it meet for him. . . . -Surah Ya Seen, 68. Some 
have said that the last word of Damayti and laqayti has a saakin and 
not a kasrah. In this case it will not be regarded as rhyming correctly. 
According to this humble servant, if this explanation is given, that this 
was not the words of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
but that of another poet, than no other explanation is necessary. Waqidi 
says it is the words of Walid bin Walid. lbn Abid Dunya has written in 
his kitaab 'Muhasabatun Nafs ' that these were the words of Sayyidina 
Ibn Rawabah Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu . It is not impossible for two . poets to 
compile the same verses, therefore it may be possible that both may 
have said them . There is a difference of opinion as to when this was 
said. The majority of the 'ulama say that it was at the time of the Battle 
of Ubud . Some are of the opinion that it was said before the hijrah. 

(234) Hadith Number 4. 

Baraa bin 'Aazib RagiyaIJahu 'Anhu was once asked: 'You all deserted 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and ran away in the Battle of 
Hunayn?' He replied: 'No, Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam did 
not tum away, except a few people in the army who were in a hurry 
(many of whom were from the tribe of Sulaym and a few newly 
converted youth of Makkah) turned away when the people of the tribe 
of Hawaazin began to shower arrows. Rasulu11ah ~a11a11ahu 'AJayhi 
Wasallam (with whom there naturally were the great ~ahaabah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhum) was riding a mule and Abu Sufyaan bin 
Al-Haarith bin' Abdul Mu!,!alib Ra~iyallahu 'Anhu was leading it by its 
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reins. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was reciting 
the following couplet: 'Verily, without doubt I am a prophet. I am from the 
children (grandsons) of 'Abdul Muttalib' ". 

Commentary 

Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam mentioned his grand
father(' Abdul Muttalib) instead of his father, because 'Abdul Muttalib 
had forecast to the kuffaar of Quraysh that they would be defeated. At 
this moment the forecast had been fulfilled. Some people say the reason 
of this is that the father of Sayyidina Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam passed away before his birth, therefore he was commonly 
known as Ibn 'Abdul Muttalib. It is also said that because 'Abdul 
Mut_talib was a famous leader, therefore Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam mentioned his grandfathers name. Haafi~ Ibn Hajar 
has written this reason, that it was well known · among the kuffaar 
(non-believers) that a person would be born among the children of 
'Abdul Muttalib, who would guide the people, and wou1d be the Seal of 
all the Prophets. That is why Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam mentioned this relationship and reminded them of this well 
known fact 

The Ghazwah of Hunayn took place in the cigth year hijri. The tribes 
of 'Arabia were waiting for Makkah to be conquered before they 
accepted Islaam. If Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
conquered that city, he would overcome the non-believers and he 
would be obeyed without any fuss or question. If he could not conquer 
Makkah, he would not be able to overcome the non-believers. Finally 
when Makkah was conquered, the kuffaar of Hunayn and the outlying 
areas decided to test their fate. A few tribes made a pact and decided to 
go to war at Hunayn, a place about ten miles from Makkah in the 
direction of 'Arafah and Iaa-if. A few experienced old people of these 
tribes advised their people that war should not be waged against the 
Muslims. The energetic young pe.ople did not heed their advice and 
said that the Muslims had not yet fought experienced soldiers, hence 
they were conquering many places. They may want · to attack us , 
therefore we should attack first. More than twenty thousand fighters 
were assembled to wage war. When Sayyidina Rasulullah 2allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam received the news of their preparations, he assembled 
an army of ten to twelve thousand fighters, in which were included the 
Muhaajireen, An~aars, and the newly converted Muslims of Makkah. A 
group from among the kuffaar of Makkah who had not yet accepted 
lslaam were also included. A few had joined the Muslims hoping that 
they woul~ receive booty and a few just to experience how a battle is 
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fought. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam · left for 
Hunayn on the 9th of Shawwaal in the 8th year hijri. The Muslims had 
to pass a very narrow valley . The enemy had posted some contingents 
on the hills. When the Muslims passed there, they began showering 
arrows on them. This sudden attack shocked the Muslims and they 
began dispersing into different directions. 

In the narration of Imaam Bukhaari RA., the Muslims began 
defeating the enemy at the beginning of the battle. The enemy 
scattered in all directions. The people began taking the booty. Sud
denly · the enemy who were hiding in the mountains began attacking 
from all sides. The army then began dispersing in different directions 
in panic. Besides the great ~abaabah , Sayyidina Abubakr Ragiyallahu 
'Anhu , Sayyidina 'Umar Ragiyallahu 'Anhu, Sayyidina 'Ali 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu, Sayyidina 'Ab baas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu, and some 
other ~abaabah Ragiyallahu 'Anh um, none remained near Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. In this time of difficulty, the 
Islaam or faith of a few weak Muslims was at stake. Some began to 
shout, jeer and taunt. Some ran away and returned to Makkah and 
began relating the defeat of the Muslims to those people who had not 
accepted Islaam, or to those who had accepted Islaam hypocritically . 
At this moment the Haa-shimi blood of Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi ·Wasallam began to boil. He dismounted from his 
mule and began walking through this frightening scene and began 
saying: 'Annan Nabi laa kadhib', and began going towards the 
enemy. Sayyidina 'Abbaas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu called the Muhaajireen , 
An§aar, the companions of the tree (A§-!}aabus Shajarah), by saying: 
'Come here, where are you going?' As soon as they heard this call, this 
worried and distressed group returned with such love and enthusi
asm, as a camel returns to its child. As soon as the Muslims returned a 
fierce battle ensued between the two sides. Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam took a handful of soil and stones etc . and 
threw it in the direction of the enemy saying 'Shaa-hatil Wujuh' (The 
faces have become distorted/disfigured). The scene of fierce battle 
remained for a few moments . The Muslims who were distressed, now 
began defeating the enemy , who began running away from the 
battle-field in such a manner that they did not care to look back , 
leaving their possessions, wives and children etc. as booty for the 
Muslims . This event is written briefly here . If one is interested , a 
detailed history book may be referred to. 

It is very important that this factor be brought to notice . One should 
not create a doubt or perplexity after reading one or two badith on an 
incident or subject. This is a sign of being lax in seeking facts. Complete 
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details of an incident are many a time not fully covered in one or two 
!}adith, nor is it the intention of the narrator to explain the complete 
incident. One should not draw one's own conclusion without fully 
obtaining all the details on the subject . Merely to express one's 
premature opinion is a sign of not knowing. In this same manner one 
should not come to an immature conclusion after reading a brief history 
on tlie Battle of Hunayn, or a few a!}aadith on this incident, and think 
that the whole group of the pious ~a!}aabah Ragiyallahu 'Anhum, or all 
the soldiers from the force of about ten thousand ran away from the 
battlefield. Also besides a few ~a!}aabah Ragiyallahu 'Anh um, no one 
remained with Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. This 
is contrary to the facts and against sound thinking. It would not have 
been difficult for the kuffaar, who numbered more than twenty thou
sand to surround a few Muslims and kill them when some from their 
army had deserted. It is astonishing to hear from those who have . 
experienced war, to make such derogatory statements, and become 
influenced and impressed by narrations where it is stated that 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was left alone. An 
army is divided into five companies. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam positioned the army in their strategic positions. The 
front, right, left, middle (of which Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam was the commander) and the back. All these compa
nies were in separate positions on the battlefield and each had its own 
commander with its flag. The commander of the Muhaajireen was 
Sayyidina 'Umar Ragiyallahu 'Anhu, Sayyidina 'Ali Ragiyallahu 'Anhu, 
Sayyidina Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu, Sayyidina Usayd 
bin Hugayr Ragiyallahu 'Anhu, and Sayyidina Khabbaab bin Mundhir 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu etc. were commanders of the other companies and 
were stationed at their strategic places. The front company consisted of 
the people of Banu Sulaym, whose commander was Sayyidina Khaalid 
bin .Waleed Ragiyallahu 'Anhu . This incident took place with this 
company . When they were passing through the valley, at the beginning 
the enemy began running away, as a result the Muslims thought they 
were victorious and began collecting the booty. Suddenly the enemy 
who were hiding in the mountains began showering arrows from all 
sides. It was natural in this case for the Muslim army to be taken by 
surprise and scatter in different directions. This also made the other 
companies frightened and created a momentary chaos. This does not 
mean that the whole army began to run away. A person by the name of 
'Abdurra!}maan who was not a Muslim at that time says: 'When we 
attacked the Muslims at Hunayn, we began to push them back. They 
could not withstand our attacks and retreated even further. We carried 
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on this manner till we reached a person who was riding a white mule, 
and had a very handsome face. Many people were around him. He saw 
us and said: 'Shaa-hatil Wujuh, Irji-'u'. After he said this we began to 
retreat and they overcame us' . For this reason Sayyidina Baraa 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says in a hadith mentioned previously in the 
Shamaa-il that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam did 
not tum back, but a few impatient people who cot,1ld not withstand the 
arrows began fleeing. It is also stated that when this happened, 
Sayyidina Rasulullah continued on a path on the right side . It should be 
pondered that at such a time when there is chaos, the people will not 
know where Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam is, and it 
was not possible for them to know which way Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam had taken. At such a time a hundred people 
were left with Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam as 
mentioned in a narration. At another time eighty people were left with 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam as stated in another 
narration. When he began to ride fast on the mule the people gave way 
till only twelve men were left. After that only those four were left who 
were steering and holding the reins of the mule. When the mule could 
not move at the desired pace, Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam dismounted and took n handful of pebbles and went forward. 
This is the same time which is mentioned in a narration of ~abib 
Bukhaari that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was 
alone and no one was with him. With this, if one predetermines that in 
this battle the people ran away, and also decides that besides Sayyidina 
Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam all the ~abaabah defected, it is 
surely a sign that one does not know the full incident. Since there was 
chaos and verily many people were running away and a few people 
were happy about this (t~mporary) defeat as has been mentioned in 
detail in the events of this battle. One did not know where the other 
was, as it often happens at such times. For this reason Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam asked Sayyidina 'Abbaas 
RaQiyallahu 'Anhu who had a loud voice to can the Muhaajireen, 
An~aar, the people of the tree, separately, so that on hearing the call, all 
would return to Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. In 
the second attack the battlefield was in the hands of the Muslims. 
Anyhow on this :subject, that how many people were with Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam at that time? There are many 
narrations and each one relates to a different moment. Even the 
narration of Bukhaari, where it is mentioned that no one was with 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam is correct. When 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam descended from his 
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mule and went forward and threw at the enemy a handful of pebbles or 
sand, all remained behind whilst Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam stepped forward alone. It is not mentioned in any 
narration that, those who were at any time near Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~a)lallah u 'Alayhi Wasallam defected . 

(235) Hadith Number 5. 

Anas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports that Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam went to Makkah for 'Umratul Qagaa. 'Abdullah bin Rawabah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu (throwing his sword over his shoulder and holding 
the reins of the camel of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam) was walking ahead of him reciting these couplets: 'O 
non-believers clear his path (and leave _it today. Do not prohibit Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam from entering Makkah as you lzad 
done last year) for today we shallsmite you. We will take such action against 
you that will separate the brain from its body. And will make a friendforget 
a friend'. 

'Umar Ragiyallahu 'Anhu .stopped him and said: 'O Ibn Rawabah, in 
the presence of Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and the Haram 
of Allah you are reciting poetry? Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
said : 'Leave him O 'Umar, these couplets are more forceful than 
showering arrows onto them'" . 

Commentary 
In the sixth hijri Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
intended to perform the 'umrah and went to Makkah, but the kuffaar 
stopped him and his companions at Hudaybiyyah. Among the clauses 
of the agreement between the two parties, it was agreed that Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam would perform the 'umrah in 
the following year. According to the agreement Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam performed the 'umrah in the month of Dhul 
Qa'dah, in the seventh year hijri . The Hanafis say , this 'umrah is the 
first one to be made qagaa . The name of this 'umrah being 'Umratul 
Qagaa also supports the view of the 'Hanafi 's. The Shaafi'ees and other 
Imaams hold a different view. This has been discussed in the first 
badith . On this journey Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam married Sayyiditina Maymunah Ragiyallahu 'Anha, per
formed 'umrah with dignity and according to the agreement left 
Makkah Mukarramah after three days and returned to Madinah 
Munawwarah. 

Sayyidi .na 'Umar Ragiyallahu 'Anhu taking into consideration the 
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honour and respect for Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam and the sanctity of the Haram, prohibited Sayyidina lbn 
Rawabah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu from reciting the couplets of poetry . Due 
to it being a local and temporary measure, and also a means of jihaad of 
the tongue, Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam did not 
prohibit it. It is related in a badith that Sayyidina Ka'b Ragiyallahu 
'Anhu inquired from Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
that Allah Ta'aala has despised poetry in the Qur-aan. Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam replied : 'A Mu-min makes 
jihaad with a sword and also with the tongue . This jihaad of the tongue 
is also like showering arrows' . It is concluded from these abaadith that 
poetry is also a. form of jihaad. In the manner that there are laws and 
conditions that govern jihaad, there are laws that apply to poetry too. 

(236) Hadith Number 6. 

J aabir bin Samurah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "I attended the assemblies 
of Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam more than a hundred tim es , 
wherein the ~abaabah recited poetry and related the stories of the 
jaahiliyyah (pre-Islaamic era). Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
silently listened to them (and did not forbid them) . At times he smiled 
with them." 

Commentary 

If a laughable incident was mentioned then Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam also smiled, from which we find that the 
silence was not due to displeasure, but because of baatini tawajjuh. 
Sayyidina Zayd bin Thaabit Ragiyallahu 'Anhu, a scribe of the wahi 
(revelation) says: 'I was a neighbour of Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam. When the wabi (revelation) was revealed, he sent for me to 
write it down. When we discussed the world, Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallan1 also discussed the world. When we discussed the 
hereafter, Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam also discussed ·th e 
hereafter. When we talked about food, he also talked about it'. What
ever subject the ~ahaabah discussed, Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam because of his kindness and tenderness towards 
people, joined them and showed his affections to them. In all his 
assemblies Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam did not 
only speak of religion, but spoke of other matters too. Discussing 
different topics was a means of increasing the love for Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam . If only one subject is discussed 
all the timel then many a time one becomes frustrated, especially for a 
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stranger, . who mostly comes for one's rr. 1terial needs . These discussions 
were a means to make strangers feel at ease. 

(237) Hadith Number 7. 

Abu Hurayrah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu relaces from Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam that the best words from among the poets of 'Arabia 
is that of- Labeed: Verily be aware, that everything besides the Almighty 
will perish. 

(238) Hadith Number 8. 

'Amr ibn Shareed RaQiyallahu 'Anhu reports that his father said: "I 
once accompanied Rasulullah ~.1llallahu 'Ah1yhi Wasallam and sat 
behind him on a conveyance. I recited a hundred couplets of Umayyah 
bin ~ault to Rasulullah ~aIIallahu '.ltlayhi Wasallam. After reciting _a 
couplet Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said "continue ' till I 
recited a hundred couplets. In the end Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam said: 'He (Umayyah) was close to accepting lslaam' ". 

Commentary 

The reason for this has already been mentioned. In his poetry Umayyah 
mostly mentioned tau!}eed (the oneness of Allah) , the hereafter, advice 
and the truth. For this reason Sayyidina Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam listened to his poetry and said that he was near to accepting 
Islaam . Some of the 'ulama have said that Sayyidina Rasulullah 
2allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said this on the couplet: 'O our Lord, all · 
praises , affluence and superiority is only for You. None is more worthy 
of praises, nor greatness besides You'. 

(239) Hadith Number 9. 

'Aayeshah Ragi yallahu 'Anh a says : " Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam used to put a mimbar (pulpit) in th e masjid for Hassaan bin 
Thaabit, so that he might stand on it and recite poetry on the praises of, 
and on behalf of Ra~ulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam, or said that he 
used to defend Rasulullah ~allall ahu 'Alayhi Wasallam (in reply to the 
accusation of the kuffaar). Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam used 
to say : 'May Allah assist Hassaan with the Rubul Qudus till he defends, 
or praises , on behalf of Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam'". 

Commentary 

Jihaad is observed at all times in different ways according to the time 
and circumstances. In the time of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam one type of}ihaad was the tongue , by reciting poetry 
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etc . Replies were given and debates were held. Events of praise were 
composed. It was something like present day debates. Once a delegate 
from the Banu Tamim came with his poet Aqra' . They requested a 
debate in composing poetry and reciting praises. Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam replied that I was not sent to compose 
poetry nor recite praises, but nevertheless, let the debate take place. 
First their speaker stood up. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam requested Sayyidina Thaabit bin Qays Ragiyallahu 'Anhu to 
reply to their speaker. Thereafter their poet stood up. Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam asked Sayyidina Hassaan 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu to rep1y to him. In both debates the Muslims were 
victorious. Their poet was the first to accept Islaam. Reciting of poetry 
was common in those days and it was widely written . It also had a great 
effect on people. This has been mentioned in the fifth badith of this 
chapter. It is also stated in the ~abib Muslim from Sayyiditina 
'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam said: 'Satire is more effective on the Quraysh than 
showering arrows on them'. It has been narrated in the Mishkaat with 
'Isti'aab ' that Sayyidina Ka'b Ragiya11ahu I Anhu inquired from 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam · regarding poetry? 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam replied: 'A Mu-min 
makes jihaad with his sword, and also with his tongue'. In another 
narration on this incident it is reported, that 'I swear by Allah, this 
poetry hits them like an arrow'. 
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Chapter on the story telling of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 

~ Alayhi Wasallam at night. 

This chapter is on the stories that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam related. The author has written two hadith here as 
specimens. 

(240) Hadith Number 1. · 
'Aayeshah RaQiyallahu 'Anha reports : "Once, at night, Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam related an event to his family members. 
One of the ladies said, this story is just like the stories of Khuraafah. 
(The 'Arabs used the stories of Khuraafah as proverbs) . Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam asked: 'Do you know what is the original 
story of Khuraafah? Khuraafah was a man from the tribe of Banu 
'Udh-rah, whom the jinns took away. They kept him for some time, 
then left him among the people . He related to the people strange things 
of his stay there . The people were astonished . After that every amazing 
story is called Khuraafah' " . 
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Commentary 
It is possible that the person had another name, and because the people 
took his stories to be fables and amusing, he became to be famot·sl y 
known as Khuraafah. In the time of the jaahiliyyah, exorcism was 
widespread. The jinns troubled humans very much, they took tht!rn 
away, spoke to them, had intercourse with women, etc . of which there 
are many famous incidents . After the appearance of Islaam their 
strength subsided, till some people began to believe that jinns existed 
before, now they do not exist. The fact is that they do exist, but do not 
have the power they possessed previously. At the time of the birth of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam the events that took 
place , the wailing, trouble etc. that the jinns experienced is a testimony 
to this. In the ~abib Bukhaari a narration of Sayyidina 'Umar 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu is mentioned , where he states about the poetry of a 
beloved woman of a magician, named Janiyah, on grief, disgrace and 
the misfortune of the jinns. Imaam Suyu!i has mentioned many 
incidents of this nature in his book 'Khasaa -is Ku bra'. 

(241) Hadith Number 2. 

(Hadith Ummi Zar-a'. This is the second badith of this chapter. Due to 
this story being lengthy and famous, special books have been written 
on it. lmaam Tirmidhi has also given it a little prominence. This badith 
has other names too, but is well known by this name . Due to the story 
being lengthy, every woman's story is mentioned separately with its 
commentaries). 

'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha reports: "Once eleven women assem
bled and made an agreement, that each of them would describe the true 
state of their husbands, without hiding any fact". 

Commentary 
The names of these eleven women are not confirmed in the ~abib 
abaadith, although the names of a few are mentioned in a few narrations . 
These women were from Yaman or Jjijaaz . There is a disagreement on 
their names, therefore they are omitted here. Their husbands were all 
away for their needs. They were alone and began talking of things to keep 
themselves occupied and happy . They subsequently made an agreement 
that each one of them would describe their husbands. 

THE FIRST WOMAN said : "My husband is like the meat of a useless 
camel. (As if he is a piece of meat that has no life left in it, and also like 
the meat of a camel that is generally not preferred). And the meat also 
put on the top of a mountain which b difficult to clin1b. The road to the 
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top is not easy, so that it may be possible to climb it, nor is the meat of 
such worth, that because of it one should separate it into a hundred lots 
and carry it down". 

Commentary 

That means he is so useless that no one can benefit from him materially 
or otherwise, and besides this he is proud , arrogant and ill-mannered. 
He is in such a state that it is difficult to contact him. 

He is a medicine of no use and utterly useless, and because of his 
pride and arrogance it is difficult to reach him. 

THE SECOND WOMAN said: "(If I do describe my husband what 
can I describe about him . I have nothing to say about him). I fear if I 
begin to describe his faults, there will be no end to it. If I begin I will 
have to mention all his inner and outer faults". 

Commentary 

She means if she begins, no matter how many faults she describes, he 
is full of faults. If someone has a few faults they could be described, but 
the one that is only made of faults, how many of them could be 
described or pointed out. It is such a long story that one would become 
bored. A few commentators have made an objection to this that she 
broke her promise by refusing to describe her husband. The fact is that, 
she described everything in a few words, that he is a body full of faults 
and these are not countable. 

THE THIRD WOMAN said: "My husband is an 'A-shannaq' which 
means he is a very tall man. If ever I comment on anything he 
immediately will say talaaq, if I keep silent, I just hang around" . 

Commentary 

The tallness of the husband must have been mentioned due to the 
popular saying that tallness is a sign of stupidity. The statement after 
the height mentions his stupidity, or it is mentioned because he was 
ugly . Like a tall tower that is without a suitable built, looks ugly and is 
also bad mannered. If I say anything or express a need, he will 
immediately divorce me. If I keep quiet and do not express my needs, 
he does not care . I am just hanging around. I cannot be counted among 
those who have a husband, as there is no thing like a husband, nor 
among those who have no husbands that I may look for one in another 
place. In some ndrrations there is also a sentence which translates: 'I am 
always in such a state as if I am under a sharp sword . I do not know 
when n1y affair will come to an end' . 
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THE FOURTH WOMAN said: "My husband is mild mannered, like 
the nights of Tiha,1mah. He is not hot nor cold, nor is there anything h'
fear of him, nor any displeasure". 

Commentary 

He is mild natured and is not very cunning or dull. One does not fear 
to live with him , nor do the nerves and mind become dull or tired. It is 
said that the name of this woman is Mahd bint Abi Harumah. Makkah 
and its surroundings areas are called Tihaamah. The nights of this area 
are always mild even if the days are very hot. 

THE FIFTH WOMAN said: "When my husband comes into the . 
house, he becomes a cheetah, and when he goes out, he becomes a lion. 
He does not care to investigate what happens in the house". 

Commentary 

It is said that name of this woman is Kabshah. The 'ulama differ in 
whether she praised her husband or criticised him. Both meanings can 
be derived from it. It clearly seems that she praised him. If it is taken to 
be criticism it will then mean that, when he comes into the house he 
becomes vicious Ii ke a cheetah. He does not say anything, nor does he 
have anything to do with the household affairs. When he goes out he is 
like a gentleman. If any difficulty arises in the house, he has nothing to 
do with it, he does not inquire, nor is it his worry. If this is taken to be 
praise, then it shall mean, that when he enters the house he becomes 
quiet, he does not know of anything and does not utter a complaint on 
any word. He does not become angry. He is so unaware, it is as if he is 
sleeping. Whatever we cook or cat, he does not interfere in anything, nor 
does he investigate anything, that, why was such a thing done, or why 
did this happen? When he goes out he is like a lion. Presses his teeth and 
thunders loudly. Whatever there is in the house for eating etc. he does 
not care, nor inquires that how and why was this spent? Whatever was 
brought to the house, . was used by the household as they saw fit. 

THE SIXTH WOMAN said: "When my husband eats, he eats 
everything. When he drinks, he does not leave anything. When he 
sleeps, he sleeps in hiis own sheet. He does not even touch me, so that 
he can know the disturbance in my mind" . 

Commentary 

In these words too, both praise and criticism could be derived. In the 
fifth one there seems to be more praise, but in this one there seems to 
be more criticism as can be seen from the translation. If praise is meant , 
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as is the view of some commentators, then it will mean the following : 
That when he eats, he eats anything ; he eats fruit , nuts, all typ ('c_ of food 
etc. When he drinks , he sometimes drinks milk, sometimes a drink, 
sometimes sharbat etc. In short he drinks anything. All types of food are 
on his table. He spends and is not a miser, if there is daal, there is no 
meat. If there is water then there is no milk . He keeps away from 
quarr els. He does not put his finger in other people's problems, that is, 
he does not look for the faults of others or their shortcomings. If it is 
taken to be criticism, as is the view of the majority, it will mean that at 
the time of eating, whatever comes before him he polishes it off, 
noth ing is left for the family members. Like a buffalo he eats up 
everything . When it is time to drink, he gulps d JWn the whole well . He 
sleeps like a stranger in his own sheets . Forget embracing me, he does 
not even touch my body so that he may know of my grief and sorrows , 
or feel the heat or coldness in my body . · 

THE SEVENTH WOMAN said: ''My husband is impotent and 
unmanly. He is such a dunce that he cannot even speak. Whatever 
sickness a person has in this world , he possess it. His manners are such 
that he may break my head or injure my body, or do both". 

THE EIGHTH WOMAN said: "My husband is soft like a rabbit 
when I touch him. His smell is like the fragrance of za'faraan (saffron)". 

Commentary 

It is said the name of this woman is Naashirah bint Aws . By her praise 
she means he has a soft nature, he is not harsh and ill mannered . Both 
pleasure of the body and soul are found in him. He has a tender body 
which makes me want to embrace it, or he is soft-natured that there is 
no sign of anger. Fragrance is constantly emitted from his body. In some 
narrations this sente11ce is also added which m-eans: " I dominate him, 
and he dominates all other people. My domination is not due to his 
humbleness, because he dominates others. My domination is because 
of love, or the politeness in him". 

THE NINTH WOMAN said: "My husband is of a high status, 
generous , hospitable, owner of a high dwelling. He has a lot of ashes. 
He is tall built. His home is near the majlis and Daarul Mashwarah 
(House of Counsel)'. 

Con1mentary 

Thi~ woman has mentioned many praises. The first is that her house is 
very high .-If a big man sion is meant here, then it shall mean wealth and 

248 



Shamaa-il Tirmidhi 

leadership, because a high mansion can only be built by a weat,hy 
person. If by high dwelling, it is meant that the house is built on a 
raised ground, like it was con,mon among the 'Arabs for generous ,Hld 
hospitable people to build their houses on raised places, so that 
strangers and travellers could see it and con1e to it. In this case it will 
mean that he is generous and hospitable. Some 'ulama state that by a 
high dwelling, it is n1eant that he descended from a high and noble 
fon1ily. 

The second praise is of his hospitality, due to this it is natural that 
there wiH be a lot of ashes in the house, because a lot of food is cooked 
for visitors . 

The third praise is his height. To be tall, provided that it does not 
exceed that which is d~emed moderate, is laudable and praiseworthy 
for a man. By this big house near the majlis (assembly) means that he is 
wise and a man of counsel. There is always someone who comes to seek 
his advice. The opinion of this humble servant, is that it is possible that 
this may also mean that he keeps the Daarul Mashwarah (House of 
Counsel) near his house, so that he will not say in humbleness etc. to 
those who gather there, that my house is a distance away. He keeps his 
home near, so that a long time is not spent in preparations for 
hospitality, and because of it an occasion for an excuse may not arise. 

THE TENTH WOMAN said: "My husband is Maalik, and what can 
I describe about Maalik. He is more generous than all those who have 
been praised, or he is more praiseworthy than all the praises I may 
shower on him. He owns many herds of camels, which are kept near the 
house. They are seldom taken out for grazing. When the camels heilr the 
sound of the mizhar, they are sure that their end is near'' . 

Commentary 

It is said that the name of this woman is Kabshah bint Maalik. She 
praised the generosity of her husband, which is explained thus, if the 
camels go out to graze in the fields, then at the time of hospitality and 
attending to the guests, time is wasted in herding them back. There are 
always visitors at his home. The camels are not sent out to graze but fed 
in their pans, so that when a visitor arrives a camel could be slaughtered 
immediately. Some have translated the sounding of the mizhar as, that 
whenever a visitor arrives, in happiness and in the visitors honour, this 
instrument is sounded. By hearing the sound, the camels know that the 
time for their slaughter is near, as a visitor has arrived. According to 
'Arab custom this meaning seems more appropriate, that when a visitor 
arrives he is iminediately entertained by being served drinks, tid-bits, 
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music etc. By the sound of the music the camels know that meal times 
are near, and for its preparations, the time for their slaughter is near . 

THE ELEVENTH WOMAN Umm Zar-a ' said : "My husband was 
Abu Zar-a', and how can I praise Abu Zar-a ' ? He made my ears bow 
with jewels. He made my sides (by feeding) full of fat. He kept me so 
happy and contented, that due to self admiration and haughtiness I 
thought I was virtuous. He found me from such a poor home, that lived 
with hardship, owning only a few goats for a living. From there he 
brought me into such a prosperous family who owned horses, camels, 
oxen for ploughing, and gardener s (and posse ssed all types of wealth . 
Besides all this he was so good natured) that he did not criticise me or 
scold me for anything. I slept till late in the morning, and no one was 
allowed to wake me up . Food was so r.1bundant that after filling myself 
l just left it (and it never got finished) . The mother of Abu Zar-a' (my 
mother-in-law), in what manner can I praise her? Her huge utensils 
were always full. Her house was very spacious {She was very rich , and 
according to the habit of women, was not a miser. By the vastness of the 
house it is meant that many visitors were entertained). The son of Abu 
Zar-a' , in what manner can I praise him? He was also a light upon a 

light. He was so thin and skinny, th e sleeping part of his body (ribs etc .) 
was thin like a branch, or a sword. A side of a lamb was enough to fill 
his stomach. (i .e. There was no great formalities for a brave one to sleep , 
like a soldier he slept a little in a small place. In the same manner he ate 
simple food, but befitting a warrior. Two or three pieces of meat was his 
food) . The daughter of Abu Zar-a' , how can she be praised? She obeys 
her mother and father . She is fat and healthy, and a jealousy for the 
second wife (The second wife feels jealous on her excellence. Among the 
'Arabs it is desirable that a man be thin and tall, and a won1an fat and 
healthy) . And how can I praise the slave girl of Abu Zar-a'? She never 
gossiped about our house affairs to anyone. She did not even use 
foodstuffs without permission . She did not let the house become dirty 
and untidy, but kept it clean . (The days passed wonderfully). One 
morning whilst the utensils of milk were being churned Abu Zar•a' 
went out of the house. He found a woman, with two cheetah like 
children playing with pomegranates. (The simil arity of che etah is with 
playing, and the pomegranates are either in reality pomegranates which 
the children were spinning and playing with , or breasts of the woman 
are intended here). He loved her so much, that he divorced me, and 
married her. (I was divorced because as a second wife, she would not 
become heartsore , and by divorcing me the new wife would have 
greater regard for him) . In one nar-rdtion it is mentioned that he 1narried 
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her. He then divorced me. Subsequently I married another chief and 
noble man, who was a prince and soldier . He showered on me many 
gifts. And from each type of animal i .e. camel, cow , goat, etc. etc., he 
presented me a pair and said to me, 'Eat as much as you want yourself, 
and send to your parents as much as you wish'. The fact is this, if I add 
up all his good qualities etc. then too he will not excel the little thing 
that Abu Zar-a' bestowed upon me". Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anha says: "After Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam completed this story, he said to me: ' I am also to you as Abu 
Zar-a' had been to Umm Zar-a' '". 

Commentary 

In another badith it is stated that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam also thereafter said: 'I will not divorce you' . It has 
been mentioned in Iabraani that Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 
'Anha replied : 'O Messenger of AHah, what truth is there about Abu 
Zar-a'. May my mother and father be sacrificed on you . You are much 
more to me then him'. May Allah Ta'aala grant every Muslim husband 
and wife the following of the footsteps of Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~aliallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam on this subject, because this is the result of 
chastity. Aameen. Some 'ulama are of the opinion that those women 
who criticised their husbands committed backbiting, and this was 
narrated in the assembly of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam . If Sayyidina Rasulullah ~al1allahu 'Alayhi WasaJlam related 
this story himself, then there is even a greater perplexity. But the fact is, 
that this is not entering the boundaries of backbiting. To discuss 
something about a person whose name or other details are not known 
to the people, certainly cannot be included in the category of back
biting . 
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Chapter on the sleeping of Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi 

Wasallam. 

In this chapter is mentioned how Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam slept, what he recited before retiring etc. Six abaadith 
have been compiled in this chapter . 

(242) Hadith Number 1. 

Baraa Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports : " When Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam retired, he put his right hand under his right cheek , and 
recited this du'aa: 

,. ,, .,, 

~~~ ~~~~~~I~~ ~j 
Rabbi qini adhaa-baka yauma tub-a-thu 'ibaadaka 

Translation : 'O Allah, save me fro1n Your punishment on the day of 
qiyaamah'" 

Commentary 

It is stated in the Hi~n Ha~een that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam recited this du'aa thrice. This has also been reported 
by 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud RaQiyallahu 'Anhu in a narration. We find 
that this was the general practice of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam, which many ~a!}aabah RaQ.iyallahu 'Anh um had 
witnessed. Although Sayyidina ·Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
was sinless, he recited these types of du'aas (supplications) to express 
his humbleness and bondmanship . It is proper that a devoted worship 
per asks only his creator, or this was done to educate the un1mah . It is 
clear from this !}adith that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam slept on his right side. This was his noble practice. Therefore 
it is n1ustabab to sleep on the right side. A special benefit may be 
derived from this . The heart is on the left side of -the chest, and by 
sleeping on the right side, the heart ren1ains on the top side. One will 
not have a deep sleep, but will sleep lightly. If one sleeps on the left 
side, the heart will be at the botton1 , which will result in a deep . 
slumber. Son1e physicians have for this reason said, that it is good to 
sleep on the left side, because if one has a deep sleep, the food will 
digest better . This is a fact. But there is a harm too, which has not been 
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taken into consideration. If the heart is at the bottom, the weight of the 
whole body will be on it and this will affect it. The heart is one of the 
main organs of the body . Putting a little pressure on it may cause many 
diseases. Therefore, medically speaking, if it is good to sleep on the left , 
then too it is detrimental, from which one should at all times take 
precaution. In this respect, from the medical point of view it is 
important to sleep on the right side. Besides, sleeping on the right side 
reminds one of the grave. We have been commanded to remember 
death regularly. Many worldly and religious benefits are derived by 
constantly remembering death . One should constantly remember the 
breaker of all pleasures ThP fart is this, how can one forget a thing that 
every being will experience which is sure to come and it is not known 
when it shall take place? 

(243) !-Jadifu Number 2. 

Hudhayfoh R<lQiyi'lllahu 'Anhu ~,1ys: "When RasuluHah Sallalli1hu 
'Alayhi Wasallam lay down on a bed, he recited: 

~~,.., ~ ri ~~ o··~~ ~ ~iJ, 
Allahumma bi-ith-mika a-mutu wa abyaa 

Translation: 0 Allah! In Thy name do I live and die'. 

When he awakened he recited this du 'aa : 

J' j. \j\ iJ\ ; ULl, \; ~ Ut;;.\ 0 ll\ ~ ~\ ; .. .,J . .. '-> ; 
Albamdulillc1ahil lrl~}.11 ahyaanaa ba'cia maa amaatana wa-ilayhin 
nushur 

Translation: ' Praise be to Allah Who restored unto us life, having 
caused us to die and unto Him shaB be the Resurrection'". 

Commentary 

Sleep is synonymous with death. That is why sleep has been linked to 
death, and waking with life . For this reason too one should sleep on the 
right side , a" sleeping is an example of death . Because sleep is likened 
to death, and waking up is becoming alive again. The 'ulama hav e 
written, it is a thing that should be pondered upon, that, after dying in 
this manner, on the day of qiyaamah one will be given life again. In 
reality Allah Ta'aala has made this wodd a 1itt1e replica of the hereafter. 
An example of everything has been made in this world so that one may 
ponder and take heed of things to come. The life in this world is not 
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more than a dream. A person is happy, affluent, possessing all types of 
luxuries and does not experience any sort of trouble. If this person sees 
in a dream that he is being taken to jail and flogged, and is experiencing 
all types of calamities, not realising that it is a dream, he is distressed, 
and crying too . Suddenly the eyes open and all the tranquility and 
happiness returns. The troubles of this dream does not remain nor are 
its effects felt. In the same manner, this is the state of a pious person. All 
the difficulties that are experienced in this world, are like a dream. After 
opening the eyes when all the happiness is, experienced, what effect 
shall the dream have? But imagine the opposite? If one is experiencing 
luxuries in a dream, then on awakening one finds oneself in jail with all 
its punishments, what taste shall remain of a sweet dream? If a detainee 
that is sentenced to hard Jabour, sees in a dream th,,t he has become 
king of the worlds, but after awakening finds himself chained in the 
dark dungeons, of what benefit wiH this kingmanship be to him? The 
~a ban bah Ragiyr1l1ahu 'An hum understood this, they pleasantly en
dured all hardships, remembering that this life is but like a dream. May 
the Almighty AJlah through His Infinite Mercy also grant us this 
valuable treasure. His Mercy is widespread. 

(244) Hadith Numbet 3. 

'Aayeshah Ra9iyallahu 'Anha narrates: "Every night before Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam slept on his bed, he put together his hands 
(as in the du'aa) and .blew on it and recited (the surahs of) Al-Ikhlaas 
(Qui huwallahu a!}ad), A]-Falaq (Qui a'udhu birabbil falaq), and 
An-Naas (Qul a'udhu birabbin naas) and wiped those parts of the body 
that he could (wherever the hand could reach). He began with the head, 
then the face and then the front part of his body. This was done thrice''. 

Commentary 

The ahaadith state that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~alla11ahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam recited different du'aas before he went to bed. He also recited 
different surahs and aayaat of the Qur-aan. It is reported from 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam that if one recites a 
portion of the Qur-aan before sleeping, an c1ngcl is appointed to protect 
one ti11 one awakens . From the above badith it is found that Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam himself rccit('ci the three surahs 
mentioned. Besides th('se , it has been narrated that he> recited the 
musabbibaat. i.e. those surahs that begin with Sabbaba, Yus.tbbibu, 
Subbaana, etc. He also regu]arly recited the Surahs of (A]if Laam) 
Sajdah and Surah Mulk (Tabaarak) . The abac1ditb stilt<' that he .ilso 
recited the Aayatul Kursi and the last two aayahs of Suratul Baqarah . A 
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~ah.aabi reports that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~aHallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
advised him to recite Suratul Kaafirun (Qui yaa ayyuhal kaafirun) 
before retiring to bed. Besides these, other du'aas have been narrated 
that were read by Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
before s1eeping. -Fat!}u] Baari. 

(245) • Hadith Number 4. 

lbn 'Ab baas Ra9iyal1ahu 'Anhu reports: "Once Rasulu1lah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam slept and began snoring. It was the nature of 
Rasulullah ~alla\lahu 'Alayhi Wa :sallam, that he snored when he slept. 
Bilaal Ragiyallahu 'Anhu gave the call to prepare for ~alaah. Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam awakened and performed the ~alaah. He 
did not perform the wu~u " . This !}adith has a detailed incident. 

Commentary 
It is a peculiarity of the Ambiy~a th.1t their wu9u does not become 
invalid by sleeping. For this reason St1yyidint1 Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam did not perform WUQU. Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu ' Alayhi Wasallam informed us of the reason . When the 
Ambiyaa sleep their hearts and minds do not sleep, only their eyes 
sleep . The dreams of the Am biyaa are also revelations . They are 
protected from the influence of the shaytaan. The incident that Imaam 
Tirmidhi refers to took place at the house of the aunt of Sayyidina Ibn 
'Ab baas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu. It will be discussed in the fifth !}adith of 
the ensuing chapter. The subject was not relevant to this chapter, 
therefore the author omitted it here. 

(246) Hadith Number 5. 

Anas bin MaaJik Ra~pyallahu 'Anhu says: "When Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wa~allam went to bed, he recited this du'aa: 

.,,,. ,,, - ... ' .. , ,;' 0 , ~ \ o.,, 

'l ~ -~ , U\j\j U\.iS'" j Uta.:... j v.o~\ ~~\ . ~ l;.;J\ 

~J~ ~j ;j :}~ 

Alhamdulillaahil ladhi a!'a-manaa wa-saqaanaa wa-kafaanaa 
wa-aa-waa-naa-fa-kam mim-mal laa kaatiya lahu wa-laa mu-wiya 

Translation : 'Praise be to Allah Who gave us food ·and drink , 
provided us sufficiently, and gave us (a place for) shelter! How 
many there are who have neith er a provider nor a shelterer! '" 
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Commentary 

The law of Allah is that when one leaves one's work to A1lah, Allah 
Ta'aala also takes care and fulfils one's work through an unknown 
source. And whosoever keepeth his duty to Allah, Allah will appoint a way 
out for him. -Surah Talaq, 3. 

And this is certainly completed on Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam. Therefore the sufficing is of a complete nature. 
Thereafter, the more one relies and has trust in Allah, so much more 
does Allah fulfil one's needs. This has been mentioned in many 
abaadith under different headings. It is reported in a hadith: 'To 
whom poverty reaches and that person asks the people for rescue from 
starvation, then the persons needs are not fulfilled. If one puts forward 
one's request to Allah Ta'aala, then soon in someway or the other, that 
need is fulfilled'. In another badith it is reported that Allah Ta'aala 
s;iys: ''O son of man. If you free yourself (from all things) for the sake 
of My worship. I will fulfil your needs and fill you with richness (from 
all wants). Otherwise I will fiII your hearts with problems and I will 
not let your needs be fulfilled". Those who wait for their material 
needs to be fulfiJled, so that they can spend their time for religious 
activities, should take heed from this. The only way to fulfil religious 
needs is to make oneself free from material needs, and concentrate on 
the path of Allah. 

The du'aa of the above badith has been mentioned by Sayyidina 
Rasulu11ah ~alJallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam so that one may be reminded 
to express gratitude to Allah. It is important that everyone thank Allah 
.iccording to one's capacity. The more one thanks Allah, the more 
one receives of His blessings. Allah Ta'aala says in the Qur-aan: 
"If ye sive thanks, I will give you ,nore; .. .'' -Sura11 Ebrahim, 7. Allah 
Ta'aala has also commanded that one should remember those who are 
less fortunate, so that thanks may emit from the heart. How many 
people are there in the world who have no food and are starving? 
They do not have someone to aid them in their difficulties. How great 
is Allah Ta'aala's Mercy, that He has bestowed upon us such great 
bounties. 

(247) Hadith Number 6. 

Abu Qataadah Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu relates: "If Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alrtyhi Wasallam made an early journey-break in the last portion of the 
night on his travels, he slept on his right side . Jf :,e was staying there till 
b('forc the morning, he lifted his right arm, p .it his head on it and 
slept". 
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Commentary 
The reason being that if there was more time he lay flat and slept. His 
noble habit was to sleep on the right side . But if time was short, he 
lifted his arm and slept on it for a little while . In such circumstances he 
did not He flat and sleep, as this might result in a deep slumber, and the 
time for the §alaah would pass . 

"lr;9 L. . 
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Chapter on the worship and devotions 
of Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 

'Alayhi W asallam. 

Every deed and action of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~aUallahu J Alayhi 
Wasallam is divine worship. Every word and quietness is dhikr 
(remembrance of Allah). As an example and being part of the Shamaa-il, 
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the author has mentioned a few acts of. worship, frmn where it may be 
gauged that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~aHaUahu 'Alayhi Wasallam, al
though being sinless and assured of forgiveness and high status, which 
no waJi of Allah can attain\ nor · any previous nabi has attained; did not 
stop at that ,· but gave much importance and attention to voluntary 
devotions . We· ·who are · called his ummah and claim to follow his path, 
how much importance do we attach to these <1cts when we are more 
sinful a:nd lax. In relation to our sins, and for the mizaan (scale), we are 
more in need of worship than Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam. Then , our prayers are such, leaving aside the full remuner
ation, if only a minute remuneration is received, it would be considered 
a blessing and good fortune . Every deed is rewarded by A:Hah Ta'aala 
according to the sincerity attached to it. The more the sincerity , the 
greater the reward will be. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~a1lallahui 'Alayhi 
Wasallam has said: "When a person completes a ~alaah ; a tenth 
(portion} in reward is written for that, for some ninth, likewise some are 
rewarded an eighth; seventh; sixth; fifth; quarter; third; half etc. 
(portion)" .-Abu Daawud. The tenth portion is n1entioned as an 
example, otherwise the reward may be Jess than that too . In another 
badith it is mentioned that the first question that wil1 be asked on the 
day of qiyaamah will be regarding ~alaah. Allah Ta'aala will command 
the malaa-ikah (angels): "See the prayers of my servants, are they 
fulfilled completely or are they incomplete? If it is complete a full 
reward must be written. If it is incomplete, then see if there are any · 
voluntary (nawaafil) prayers, if there are, add them to the obligatory 
prayers and complete them. Then in the same manner, one shall be 
questioned regarding other deeds like zakaah etc.-Abu Daawud. We 
know well how our obligatory prayers are performed. It is of utmost 
importance that one performs voluntary acts to safeguard one's ?alaah, 
or other acts of ~adaqah and devotions be perforn1ed in great quantity 
with care and sincerity. That time shall be difficult when we wil1 have 
to present ourselves in the court of the Aln1ighty. The two overseers of 
our deeds are always with ~s. This is not enough, but every portion of 
a humans body will testify as to the good and bad deed committed by 
man. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam has advised us 
to count the recitation of the Kalin1ah Iayyibah (La ilaha illallaah) and 
the Tasbee!}aat (Praises of Allah) on the fingers , for on the day of 
qiyaamah the fingers shal1 also be qu estioned, and asked to reveal the 
deeds committed by it . The fingers will be given the ·power of speech. 
May •my mother and .fathe.r ·be sacrificed on Sayyidina Rasulu1lah 
~aHaUahu 'Alayhi Wasalla ·m, for his 0example of every thing is before us. 
Twenty four ahaadith are mentioned in thi ·s chapter . 
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(248) Hadith Number 1. 

Mughirah bin Shu'bah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports that Rasulullah 
~a1lallahu 'Alayhi Wasa1lam performed such lengthy nafl prayers, that 
his mubaarak , legs became swollen. The §a!}aabah said: "You undergo 
such great difficulties, whereas Allah has forgiven your past and future 
sins." Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said: "(When Allah 
Ta'aala has blessed me so much) should I not be a grateful servant?" 

Commentary 

Apparently the questioner thought that prayers are for the forgiveness 
of sins. When Sayyidina Rasulul]ah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam is 
sinless, how could he commit a sin? Why should he voluntarily undergo 
such difficulties? Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
replied that the object of worship is not only this, but has several 
reasons. When Alfah Ta'aala has forgiven all my sins, then the correct 
and most appropriate thing is that I constantly worship Him and thank 
Him for His grace and blessings. Sayyidina 'Ali Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu 
says: '"Ibaadah is sometimes performed because the object is Jannah, 
this is a businessman's 'ibaadah. The 'ibaadah is meant for purchasing. 
The price is paid! here and the articles obtained there. Sometimes 
'ibaadah is because of fear, this is a slave's 'ibaadah. 'Ibaadah is 
performed for fear of punishment, as is the custom of the servants. One 
'ibaadah is that which is performed without any future need or fear. It 
is solely for the gratitude of Allah's abundant blessings". 

It is mentioned in the above badith that Allah Ta'aafa has forgiven all 
the sins of Sayyidina Rasulul1ah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasalla.m. A doubt 
may arise here, that he committed a sin, but Allah Ta'aala forgave him. 
Whereas all the Ambiyaa (prophets) are sinless. They do not com·rnit 
sins. The 'ulama have given many answers to this question, which are · 
mentioned in their respective places. Especially many answers have 
been given in the tafseer (commentary) of Surah Fatb. According to this 
humble servant the easiest is : The deeds of the pious are regarded as a 
sin for the near one's to Allah. One commits a sin according to one's 
status. According to the status of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam,. that which is considered to be a shortcoming, is of 
such a nature, that for the rest of us they are the very essence of 
devotions. As an · example: Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
wa ·saUam was conferring with the leaders of the kuffaar (non-believers) 
in the hope that they would accept lslaam. Which in essence is the core 
of the deen . At that moment a blind ~a!:!aabi, Sayyidina Ibn Ummi 
Maktum Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu came to Sayyidina Rasulullah ~ailallahu 

. 'Alayhi Wasallam and said something. Due to the importance of the 
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discussion, Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam felt an
noyed at the ~abaabi's intrusion. On that Allah Ta'aala admonished 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam in the Su rah of' Abas . 
In the same manner after the Battle of Badr, Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~aUallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam treated the prisoners of war with great 
kindness and mercy , in the hope that they would accept lslaam, or their 
offspring would accept Islaam. He took fidyah (ransom) from them and 
freed them. He was cautioned in the Qur-aan on this . These are such 
cases, whi ch due to the high rank of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam , are regarded as shortcomings. 

(249) Hadith Number 2. 

Abu Hurayrah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah ~alla1lahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam performed so many nawaafil prayers that his legs swelled. 
Someone said to him, you take so many pains, whereas you have been 
given the good news that your past and future sins have been forgiven? 
He replied : 'Should I not be a grateful servant"' . 

Commentary 

A detailed narration has been narrated from Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anha regarding this thanks-giving. Sayyidina 'Ataa 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "I once requested 'Aayeshah to relate a sur 
prising incident of Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam? '. She replied: 
'Which act of Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was such that it was 
not surprising'. Thereafter she said: 'One night Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam returned home to sleep and slept with me in my 
blanket. After a little while, as he was sleeping he said: 'Forget it, let me 
worship my creator'. Saying this he got up, performed wugu and began 
to perform ~alaah. He began weeping till the tears flowed onto his 
mubaarak chest. He then performed ruku' , and continued crying in this 
po stur e. Then perform ed sajdah and kept on weeping in this posture too. 
He stood up from the sajdah and remained crying. He remained in this 
state till the morning when Bilaal came to call out the adhaan. I said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, why did you cry so much? Allah Ta'aala has forgiven 
all your past and future sins'. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Vvasall<tm replied: 'Should I not be a thankful servant of Allah? Then said: 
'Why should I not do so, when these aayaat were revealed to me today , 
and recit ed the aayaat of the last ruku' of Surah Aali 'lmraan '" . 

(250) Hadith Number 3. 

It is also narrated from Abu Hurayrah Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu that 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam performed such a long ~alaah 
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that his mubaarak legs became swollen. He was asked: "You perform 
such long prayers, whereas all your past and future sins have been 
forgiven?". Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam replied: "Should I 
not be an appreciative servant?". 

Commentary 

Due to its importance lmaam Tirmidhi has mentioned this !}adith 
from three sources . A question may arise on these narrations that 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam had many a time 
forbidden that one should exert one's self more than one can bear. The 
fact is, that humans have been created solely for the worship of Allah. 
Allah Ta'aala says in the Qur-aan: 'I created the jinn and humankind 
only that they might worship Me'. -Su rah Dhaariyaat, 56. When this is 
the sole reason for creating man, then the more importance it is given 
and the more one worships, the more will it be desirable and 
praiseworthy. Whenever it was prohibited, it was because of some 
obstacle and trouble. Where it creates an obstacle or an obstacle exists , 
there it is undesirable. Among such obstacles may be boredo1n, 
confusion and perplexity, as a result it is left altogether. There is a 
famous proverb in Urdu. 'Do not run and walk, nor tear up and fall' . 
The abaadith wherein it has been prohibited are because of the reason 
mentioned already . Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
has said: 'Practise only the amount that can be borne'. Allah Ta'aala 
does not withhold the granting of ajr (thawaab-reward) till one does 
not become bored of 'amal (practice). For this reason the 'ulama 
prohibit one from exerting one's self . It is possible that one will 
become bored and leave it completely. The attributes and qualities of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam is much higher than 
this. There was no probability of his becoming bored or tired. 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam has said: 'The cool
ness of my eye is in ~alaah'. Why should it not be, when ~alaah is a 
secret link with Allah? The amount of enjoyment a pious and sincere 
person like Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam may 
experience, cannot be imagined. Only those who are unlucky become 
bored. 

In the same manner the second prohibition that has been mentioned 
in the abaadith, is because of negligence in fulfilling the cmnpulsory 
rights and duties. By exerting one's self, weakness is felt: As a result one 
becornes negligent in fulfilling the rights of others. This question does 
not arise for Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam, for such 
a .great and venerated holy personage, who while performing such great 
endeavours and eating less, could also fulfil the desires of nine wives. 
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Therefore the question of weakness does not arise. Likewise, this is the 
case with all other obstacles which benefited Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. Therefore there are no perplexities in these 
types of a!}aadith. 

(251) Hadith Numb< r 4. 

Aswad bin Yazeed RaQiyallahu 'Anhu says he enquired frmn 
'Aayeshah Ra9iyallahu 'Anha regarding the §alaah of Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'AJayhi Wasalla1n at night. She replied: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam slept (after 'eshaa) for the first half portion of the 
night. He then awakened (and perforn1ed the tahajjud prayers) till the 
time of su!}ur (se!Jri), thereafter he perforn\ed the witr ?alaah. He then 
went to his bed. If he had a desire, he went to his wife. When he heard 
the adhaan, he got up. If he was in a state of janaabah (requiring gbusl) 
he performed gbusl. If not, he performed wuf!u and went for ?alaah". 

Commentary 

The physicians say the best time for intercourse is the last part of the 
night. At that time the stomach is mild and both parties are fresh with 
regained strength. In the first part of the night, the stomach is full. In 
such a state it is detrimental to have intercourse. It is more detrimental 
when one is hungry. In the last portion of the night the stomach is not 
too full, nor is it very empty so that one feels hungry. All this is 
medically speaking. In the shari'ah it is permissible to have intercourse 
with the wife at other times. This is evident that Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam had relations in the first part of the night 
and at different times of the day. S01ne mashaa-ikh have written that if 
one has intercourse with the wife at the time of ?alaah, resulting in her 
falling pregnant, the child from that union will be disobedient to the 
parents. ( Because of the disobedience of the parents in not fuHilling 
~alaah). 

(252) Hadith Number 5. 

Ibn 'Ab baas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports that he once slept at the house 
of his aunt Maymunah (during his childhood). She slept on the width 
of the cushion and Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam slept on the 
length of the cushion. (Qaaf!i 'Iyaa9 and others have translated pillow 
as a bed. When the original word means pillow and it is possible to use 
it in such a manner, it is not necessary to translate it as a bed. For 
instance , Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam must have 
slept on the length of the pillow facing the qiblah, and Sayyidina Ibn 
'Ab baas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu on the breadth of it, putting his head on the 
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qiblah side). Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam (after having a 
little conversation with his wife) slept tiUthe middle of the night, or till 
a little before that. Rasulullah ~allc11lahu 'Alayhi Wasallam then awak
ened and began wiping off the signs of sleep from his face. He then 
recited the last ten aayaat of Surah Aali 'Imraan (Inna fi khalqis 
samaawaati wal arg). (The 'ulama say a little of the Qur-aan should be 
recited after awakening, as this creates strength and it is mustabab to 
recite these aayaat). He got up and went to a leather bag that was 
hanging and (took water in a utensil from it) performed wuQu from it. 
He than commenced his ~alaah. 'Abdullah bin 'Ab baas Ra9iyallahu 
'Anhu says: 'I also got up (performed wu9u) and stood next to him (on 
his left). Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam put his right hand on 
my head and caught my car and twisted it (A muqtadi should stand on 
the right side of an Imaam. The ear was twisted to remind him. In one 
narration it is stated that, I began to sleep, so Sayyidina Rasulullah 
§allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam caught my ear. In another narration it is 
stated he caught my ear and pulled me to his right side, so that I might 
stand on the right according to the sunnah). He performed two rak'ahs, 
then two rak'ahs, then two rak'ahs, then two rak'ahs, then two rak'ahs, 
then two rak'ahs . Ma'n (a narrator of this badith) says Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam recited two two rak'ahs six times (the total 
of twelve rak'ahs. Mulla 'Ali Qaari has written that according to the 
madh-hab of Imaam Aa'~am Abu Hanifah, in tahajjud prayers there are 
twelve rak'ahs). He then performed the witr ~alaah and slept. When the 
mu-adh-dhin (Sayyidina Bilaal RaQiyallahu 'Anhu) came to him, he got 
up and recited two short rak 'ahs and went for the fajr ~alaah. 

Commentary 

It is stated that Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
performed different amounts of rak'ahs in tahajjud. These are according 
to · different times. If there was time he performed more rak'ahsr 
otherwise less rak' ahs were performed. There are no specified amount 
of rak 'ahs for tahajjud. Many a time Sayyidina Rasµlullah §allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam performed less rak' ahs, although there was time to 
perform more rak' ahs. He certainly recited lengthy portions from the 
Qur-aan, as is mentioned in the different ahaadith in this chapter. 

(253) Hadith Number 6. 

Ibn 'Abbaas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam sometimes performed 13 rak'ahs of tahajjud (including 

. witr)". 
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Commentary 

He performed ten rak'ahs of tahajjud and three rak'ahs witr ~alaah. 
Some of the 'ulama have included the two sunnahs of fajr ~alaah too. In 
t~at case tahajjud will be eight rak'ahs . 

(254) Hadith Number 7. 

'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha reports that whenever Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'A]ayhi Wasallarn could not perform the tahajjud because of 
some reason. He performed twelve rak'ahs in the day (at the time of 
chaasht-before midday) . 

Commentary 

If tahajjud was farg. on Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam than it is apparent that he performed qagaa. If it was not farQ 
then he performed qag.aa because of it being meritorious and full of 
virtue. In the ~ahi,h Muslim, Sayyidina 'Urnar Ra~iyallahu 'Anhu 
relates a saying of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi WasaJlam 
that 'If a person could not ·fulfil his wird (daily practices) and ma'mul 
(regular practices) at night, one should complete them anytime in the 
morning before noon. It will be just as if he had completed them at 
night'. The mashaa-ikh of suluk (spiritual guides) take from this that if 
one cannot get through one's daily and regular practices at night, one 
should complete them in the morning. Because of the time passing by, 
one should not ignore it, otherwise the nafs will become accustomed to 
it. 

(255) Hadith Number 8. 

Abu Hurayrah Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu says that Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam said : "When one awakens at night (for tahajjud 
~a]aah), two short rak'ahs should be performed at the beginning'' . · 

Commentary 

So that one may not become tired quickly by beginning to perform 
lengthy rak'ahs. Some 'ulama have written that these two rak'ahs are 
that of. tabiyyatul wu9u, it is preferable to shorten these rak'ahs as we 
have been commanded to do. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam also shortened the rak'ahs of this prayer. Haafi~ Ibn Hajar has 
written a fine point in his commentary on the Bukhaari. He says that it 
is stated in a !}adith that when a man sleeps, the shay!aan fastens three 
knots in the hair like a magician, in which this spell is cast that the 
night is still very long, keep on sleeping. When one gets up and recites 
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the name of Allah, i.e. a du'aa etc., the first knot loosens. When wugu 
is performed the second knot opens. Therefore it has been commanded 
that two short rak'ahs be performed, so that the third knot also opens . 
The remaining portion of the §alaah will be performed, whilst one is 
free from the deceits of the shay!aan. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu' 
Alayhi Wasallam was free from the guile of the shay!aan, but as an 
example for the ummah, he considered their necessities and to teach 
them, many a time he shortened these rak' ahs as has been mentioned in 
the narrations. 

(256) Hadith Number 9. 

Zayd bin Khaalid Al-Juhani Raf!iyallahu 'Anhu says: "I once made up 
my mind that today I will closely study how Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam performed his prayers. I lay down on the threshold 
of the house or a tent of Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam (so 
that I may have a .chance to observe with close attention) . Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam first performed two short rak'ahs . After 
that he performed long, long, long rak' ahs. (Long is mentioned thrice 
because of the lengthy periods spent in the rak'ahs) . . He then per
formed two rak'ahs shorter than the previous one's. Then performed 
two rak'ahs shorter than that. And again performed two rak'ahs 
shorter than the previous one. He again performed two rak'ahs shorter 
than that. He then performed the witr. AH these (amounted to) 
thirteen rak' ahs". 

Commentary 

Those who are of · the opinion that witr is one rak'ah, say that two 
rak' ahs nafl were performed six times and one rak' ah wi tr. The total of 
which is thirteen. Those who are of the opinion that witr is three 
rak' ahs, say that a total of fifteen rak' ahs were performed. Thirteen 
rak'ahs are counted in this manner, that the first two rak'ahs of 
tahiyyatul wugu are not included in a few narrations. "Then he 
performed two rak' ahs shorter than the previous one". This instead of 
being mentioned four times, is only mentioned thrice. In this case 
besides the two short rak'ahs of ta9iyyatul wugu which is mentioned in 
the beginning, the total amounts to ten nafl rak'ahs. In such a case there 
is no other way but to accept witr as three rak'ahs. If witr is taken to be 
one rak' ah, then the total shall not amount to thirteen rak ' ahs. 

In this hadith it is mentioned that Sayyidina Zayd bin Khaalid 
Al-Juhani Ragiyallahu 'Anhu slept on the threshold of the house or a 
tent of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. A narrator of 
this !}adith is in doubt that did the teacher say threshold of the house 
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or that of a tent. The mu!}additheen always took great care to convey the 
correct wordings. When in a little doubt, they always made this clear . It 
is evid ent that this was on the threshold of a tent, as this incident took 
place on a journey. When Sayyidina Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam was in Madinah, he slept at the house of one of his wives, and 
Sayyidina Zayd bin Khaalid Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu did not get a chance to 
observe this here . On a journey Sayyidi na Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam may have slept alone in a tent, it is possible that none of his 
wives were accompanying him . In such an instance this probability is 
understood. Therefore this is most correct. The majority of the 'ulama 
say, this incident was at the time of a journey. 

(257) Hadith Number 10. 

Abi Salamah bin 'Abdurra!}maan Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says he asked 
'Aayeshah Raf!iyallahu 'Anha ".How was the ~alaah (how many rak' al"!s ,,_ 
tahajjud was performed) of Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam in 
Rama9aan?" She replied: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam did 
not perform more than eleven rak'ahs during Ramagaan or af,~er 
Rama9aan. (Eight rak'ahs tahajjud and three rak'ahs witr). He per
formed four rak 'ahs. Do not ask of its length or how wonderfully (i.e . 
with humbleness and concentration) it was performed. In the same 
manner he performed four more rak ' ahs . In the same manner he again 
performed four rak'ahs, and do not ask of its length or how wonderfully 
it was performed. After that he performed · three rak' ahs witr". 
'Aayeshah RaQiyallahu 'Anha says: " I said : 'O Messenger of Allah. Do 
you sleep before you perform witr?"' He replied: "O 'Aayeshah, my 
eyes sleep, but my heart remains awake' < (This is a special gift to the 
ambiyaa (prophets) that their hearts remain awake at all times). 

Commentary 
There are a few important points of discussion in this badith, of which 
two have been discussed already. Firstly, Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anha says that Sayyidina Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam did not perform more than eleven rak'ahs in tahajjud in 
Ramagaan or out of Ramagaan. Whereas in .the narration of Sayyidina 
Ibn 'Ab baas Ragiyallahu 'Anhu, Sayyidina Zayd bin Khaalid 
Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu and other ~a!}aabah Ragiyallahu 'Anh um, it is 
stated that Sayyidina Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam perfonned 
thirteen rak' ahs. In a few others it is stated that he performed more than 
thirteen rak' ahs. In a narration mentioned in Abu Daawud, Sayyiditina 
'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha in reply to a question from Sayyidina 
'Abdullah bin Abi Qays Raf!iyallahu 'Anhu herself counted the rak'ahs 
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of tahajjud as follows: that four and two is six, and two equals eight, 
and two ten, plus three is thirteen. It is even narrated by Sayyiditina 
'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha herself that Sayyidina Rasulullah 
2allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam performed thirteen rak'ahs. Abu Daawud 
informs us in a narration that it is reported from Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anha that : "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam did 
not perform (tahajjud) less than seven rak'ahs, or more than thirteen 
rak'ahs". In the Muwatta Imaam Maalik, it is narrated that Sayyiditina 
'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha said: 0 Rasulullah 2allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam performed thirteen rak'ahs at night. Then performed two 
short rak' ahs after the adhaan for the morning prayers were heard". 
Some 'ulama, after having seen the various ahaadith on t,his subject said 
the ahaadith of Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah · Ragiyallahu 'Anha on this 
subject is confusing, which means it is weak. There is no necessity to 
say they are confusing. What perplexity can there be if eleven rak' ahs 
were performed generally? Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam may have at times performed more, or less rak'ahs than these, 
as is evident from a few ahaadith. - -

The second discussion is that a few people derive the mas'alah from 
this !}adith, that taraweeh is eight rak' ahs. Whereas from this narra
tion it also cannot be said that tahajjud is only eight rak' ahs, as has 
been mentioned previously. This badith has nothing to do with 
tarawee!}. The literal meaning of ~alaatul layl is the prayers of the 
night. By it nothing besides tahajjud is meant. If every prayer of the 
night is intended, then with the taraweeh, the faraa-ig and sunan of 
maghrib and 'eshaa, all will be excluded, of which no solution can be 
found. In this only the tahajjud is mentioned, and the question is only 
intended for this §alaah, which Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 
'Anha kindly replied. The reason for asking is clear, that did 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam perform more 
acts of worship in Ramagaan than at normal times, as has been 
mentioned in several narrations. Therefore Sayyidina Abu Salamah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anhu thought that it might be possible that more rak'ahs 
of tahajjud were performed. Upon inquiring, Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anha replied in the negative. Otherwise it was also not 
the intention of Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha to leave 
aside the tarawee!}. The rak' ahs of tahajjud were never more than 
eleven rak' ahs. The performing of thirteen rak' ahs . has been con .. 
firmed by Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Radiyallahu 'Anha herself. On the 
subject of taraweeh, Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi has written a 
detailed booklet 'Ar Ra'y an Najee!}' . in Urdu. Those who wish may 
refer to it. 
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Briefly, in the a!}aadith tahajjud is termed as ~alaatul layl (The prayer 

of the night), and tarawee!} as Qiyaami RamaQaan (The standing-in 

prayer-of Ramadaan). These are two separate prayers . The consensus 

of many 'ulama is that by Qiyaami RamaQaan, tarawee!} is meant. 

Sayyidina Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam paid much impor

tance to the Qiyaam of RamaQaan. In many a!}aadith the importance of 

it has been stressed and practised also. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 

'Alayhi Wasallam has said: "The one that stands in prayer in Ramagaan 

with sincere faith and hope, all his sins are forgiven" . (The 'ulama say , 

by sins only the minor one's are intended). Sayyidina Abu Hurayrah 

RaQiyallahu 'Anhu reports that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 

Wasallam did not enforce a command that qiyaam should be made in 

Ramagaan, but rather persuaded or commended one to do so. Some

times Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam performed this 

~alaah (taraweeh) with a large congregation, and excused himself for 

not performing it continuously, saying that it may become farg. There 

are many reasons for it possibly becoming farg by Sayyidina Rasulullah 

~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam performing it regularly. Certainly the 

~a!}aabah RaQiyallahu 'Anhum, some individually and some in congre

gation, performed this ~alaah. This continued till about the middle of 

the night, and at times a little longer . Sayyidina 'Umar Ragiyallahu 

i Anhu instructed the people in the time of his khilaafah to perform 

taraweeh with jamaa'ah (congregation) and not individually to avoid 

confusion. Sayyidina Saa-ib Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "The Imaam 

generally recited those surahs that consists of a hundred aayaat . We 

used to lean on something because of the standing for lengthy periods 

and the tiredness that resulted. This salaah ended before suhur (sehri)". 
- - -

Many 'ulama have written the consensus of the Ahlus-Sunnah wal 

Jamaa'ah that taraweeb is sunnah. From among the Ahlul-Qiblah 

(People of the Qi blah) none besides the Rawaafig (Shi' ah) deny this. 

The four Imaams, viz . Imaam Abu Hanifah RA., lmaam Shaafi'ee RA., 

Imaam Maalik RA., Imaam Ahmad bin Hambal RA., all have mentioned 

this in their kitaabs of fiqh (jurisprudence), that taraweeh is twenty 

rak'ahs sunnah mu-akkidah. According to lmaam Maalik RA. a famous 

saying of his is that taraweeb is thirty six rak'ahs. In the 'Mughni', a 

famous kitaab on Hambali fiqh, it is stated that the view of Ahmad bin 

Hambal RA. is,, that the most accepted saying is that taraweeb is twenty 

rak'ahs. This is also the madh-hab of Sufyaan Thaury RA., Imaam Abu 

Hanifah RA. and Imaam Shaafi'ee RA .. The madh•hab of Imaam Maalik 

RA. is that it is thirty six rak'ahs . Imaam Maalik RA. said: "An envoy of 

the king came to me, that a concession be given in the rak' ahs of 

taraweeh, I rejected this" . A student of lmaam Maalik RA. says: "Thirty 
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nine rak'ahs were performed in Madinah. i.e . Thirty six for taraweeb, 
and three witr". This subject has been discussed in detail in the kitaab 
'Awjaz' . My respected tutors said : 'The thirty six rak'ahs that were 
performed in Madinah, of those, twenty were of taraweeh, between _ 
every tarweehah (stop after every four rak'ahs) it is mustabab to rest the 
time it took to complete the four rak' ahs. Therefore the people per
formed four rak' ahs nafl in the tarweehahs . Hence the sixteen rak' ahs 
performed in the four tarwee!}ahs became extra. Anyhow, this is the 
madh-hab of the Maaliki's . The most accepted madh-hab of the 
remaining three Imaams are that it is twenty rak' ahs. 

(258) Hadith Number 11. 
'Aayeshah Ra~iyallahu 'Anha says : "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam performed eleven rak'ahs at night, of which one was a rak'ah 
of witr. When he completed this he slept on his right side". 

Commentary 

This hadith contradicts the previous one, in which eight rak' ahs have 
been mentioned . For this reason some 'ulama have commented on the 
a!}aadith of Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Ra~iyallahu 'Anha on this subject , 
which has already been discussed in the previous hadith. As a further 
explanation, this could also be said that this happened at different 
occasions . At times Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
performed eight rak 'ahs and at times more or less. The second question 
is about witr being mentioned as one rak'ah. There exists some differ
ences regarding this ~alaah, the first is in its ordinance . The Hanafis say 
it is waajib and some lmaams say it is mustahab. As the hadith does not 
mention this, this question is omitted. Another difference is regarding 
the rak'ahs of witr . The madh-hab oflmaam Abu Hanifah RA. is thatwitr 
consists of three collective rak'ahs with one salaam. Other imaams are 
of the opinion that it is performed in a single rak'ah. A difference of 
opinion exists on this too. Some say it is only one single rak 'ah. Some 
say it is one rak 'ah with two separate waajib rak'ahs and a salaam before 
it . Various narrations have been mentioned regarding this. The differ
ences among the a-immah are, on which of these is preferable. The 
Hanafis support their view with a few a!}aadith: 
1. That narration of Sayyidina 'Abdullah bin Abi Qays Ragiyallahu 

' Anhu that has been menti oned by Abu Daawud and others, which 
has been discussed already in the previous hadith, where 
Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha has mentioned that the 
~alaah of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam con
sisted of four and three , six and and three, eight and three and ten 
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and three. To mention this with such trouble and at every place 
mention three without increasing or decreasing the number of witr 
rak 'ahs, is a dear proof that in this ~alaah there is no incr ease or 
decrease and remains three rak 'ahs. Otherwise Sayyiditina 
'Aayeshah RaQiyallahu 'Anha would ha ve said seven, nine, eleven , 
and not six and three etc. 

2. Mulla 'Ali Qaari has written that the proof of the Hanafiyyah is that 
there is a consensus among the §a!}aabah Ra9iyallahu 'Anh um that 
it is j~a-iz (permissible ) and preferable that witr is three rak 'ahs 
and there is a difference of opinion in rak 'ahs less than this. Som e 
say one rak'ah is also jaa-iz, others say it is altogether not jaa-i z. It 
is . apparent that the consensus of the §abaabah Ra9iyallahu 
'An hum is stronger and better than the one wherein there exist 
discordant views. Sayyidina Hasan Ba~ri Ra.9iyallahu 'Anhu, a 
famous mu!}addith and one of the great ~ufis, say that there is a 
consensus among the Muslims that witr consists of three rak' ahs . 
'Umar bin 'Abdul'aziz RA.-the second 'Umar-passed a law after 
consulting the 'ulama ?f Madinah, that witr must be performed in 
three rak'ahs . Hasan RA. was asked a question that' Abdullah bin 
'Umar performed three rak'ahs of witr with a salaam at the end of 
the second rak' ah and performed the third rak' ah separately? He 
replied: "His father 'Umar performed the three rak 'ahs of witr with 
one salaam, and he (Sayyidina 'Umar RaQiyallahu 'Anhu) was more 
learned". 

3. It has been prohibited in the a!}aadith to perform only a single 
rak'ah. Sayyidina 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud Ragiyallahu 'Anhu was 
informed that Sayyidina Sa' d Ragiyallahu 'Anhu performed only a 
single rak' ah of witr. He said: "A single rak' ah is not valid in ~alaah '' . 
The Hanafis put forth many proofs from different sources. The 
'ulama have written many books on it. In this chapter the fiqhi angle 
has not been discussed. It is briefly and sufficiently highlighted . 

(259) Hadith Number 12. 
'Aayeshah Ragiy~llahu 'Anha reports that : "Rasulullah Sallallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam performed nine rak'ahs at night " . . 

Commentary 
In the madh-hab of the Hanafis this is six rak'ahs tahajjud and three 
rak 'ahs witr. In a narration from Sayyidina 'Abdullah bin Abi Qay s 
Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu, Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha herself 
has said the words: 'Six and three'. 

280 



Shamaa-il Tirmidhi 

(260) Hadith Number 13. 

Hudhayfah bin Al_ Yamaan Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says he performed 
~alaah with Rasulullah ?allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam one night. (It has 
been reported in a few narrations that this incident took place during a 
night of Ramagaan. It is possible that this was tahajjud or taraweeh 
~alaah). After commencing the ~aJaah he recited: 

., 0 0 0 J ,,,. 0 J O ., ,, 

t;t;.,H,. ~t; "<t1., ~" ,.,~I\ ~ ~~,-: ,, 0 i) ' "<\ ~, ,, J .. ~ J ,, Jy.:w J ,. _.,.,..,.,,., J r♦ 

Allahu Akbar, dhul malakuti wal jabaruti wal kibri-yaa-i wal a-?:a-mati 

· Translation: Allah is supreme! Lord of Dominion, Power, Majesty, 
and Magnificence. 

He then recited (after the Faatihah) Surah Baqarah, and performed 
ruku' . The length of the ruku' was as long as the qiyaam (standing 
posture) . (The 'ulama give two meanings to this and both are possible~ 
The first is t_hat the ruku' was as long as the qiyaam. For example, if the 
qiyaam was for one hour, the ruku' was also for about one hour. 
Accordingly, this mas-alah is established, that if the ruku' and sajdah 
are longer than normal, the ~alaah will be valid . The second is that the 
qiyaam was longer than normal. In this instan _ce if the qiyaam was for 

·-an hour, and the ruku' for fifteen minutes, then too it will be truly 
explaining this !}adith. According to this saying the ~alaah remains in 
the normal manner . i.e. a fundamental action of §alaah that was long, 
like qiyaam, remained long. And those that were short, like ruku' or 
sajdah, remained short. But certainly every fundamental action was 
longer than normal). Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam repeated: 

-~~~i1 ,, ~~ ~~ , ~~~~h --~--~~ 
~ ,J,.) . ~ i,S,) . 

Sub!}aana rabbiyal a~imi-Sub!}aana rabbiyal a~imi 

Translation: Glory be to my Lord the Magnificient. 

He lifted his head from the ruku' and stood. This standing was also long 
. like that of the ruku' . At this moment he repeated: 

o~ o~ .i;.;J\ o~,.,' .1.;.;J\ c,~.,, 
iJ, f;, 4S f,, 

Li rabb iyal hamdu-Li rabbiyal hamdu 

Translation : All praises are for my Lord. All praises are for my Lord. 

He then performed the sajdah . The sajdah was as 'long as the qawmah 
(standing in between the ruku ' and sajdah). and he recited: 
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~~, :}.j .~·~ '~~\ :}.j ~~ 
Subhaana rabbiyal aa'laa- . Subbaana rabbiyal aa'laa 

Translation: Glory be to my Lord the Exalted. Glory be to my Lord 
the Exalted. · 

He then sat up from the sajdah. This sitting was also long as that of the 
sajdah . Here he repeated: 

~~\ :}.j ' ~~\ :}.j . 
Rabbigh-fir lee-· Rabbigb-fir lee 

Translation : 0 Lord forgive me. 0 Lord forgive me. 

Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam recited in this §alaah Surah 
Baqarah, Surah Aali 'Imraan, Surah Nisaa , Surah Maa-idah or Surah 
An'aam. The narrator (Sayyidina Shu'ba Ragiyallahu 'Anhu) is in doubt 
regarding the last two surahs, whether is it Maa-idah or An' aam. 

Commentary 

This badith apparently indicates that these four surahs were recited in 
four rak' ahs. The narration of Abu Daawud is more detailed and it is 
stated therein that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
performed four rak'ahs wherein he recited these four surahs . But in a 
narration of ~abib Muslim and others it is mentioned that Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam recited Surah Baqarah, Surah 
Nisaa and Surah Aali 'lmraan, all three in one rak 'ah. The narration of 
Abu Daawud and Muslim apparently seem to be on different occasions. 
Although it may also be possible that this is the same event and an error 
may have occurred in transmission. It is not necessary to suppose it is 
an error, as Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam daily 
performed lengthy prayers. There could be no perplexity if four surahs 
were recited in four rak'ahs once, and three surahs in one rak'ah at 
another time. 

(261) Hadith Number 14 . 
. 'Aayeshah RaQiyallahu 'Anha says: "Once at night (tahajjud ~alaah 
time), Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam kept on repeating one 
aayah ." 

Commentary 
The aayah is the last aayah of Surah Maa-idah: 
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"' .. ~ . !l~ts . 'ftj • J. _w ~\ ., ('+' .. ~ , 

. ( "" o~U.1 i;J-") ~ \ 
In tu-adh-dhib-hum fa-innahum 'ibaaduk. Wa in tagh-fir lahum 
fa-innaka antal azizul hakirn 

Translation : "If Thou punish them, lo! they are Thy slaves, and if 
Thou forgive them, (lo! the are Thy slaves). Lo! Thou, only Thou, art 
Mighty, the Wise" . Surah Maa-idah, 118. 

The Being that possesses great power, if He wills, He may forgive the 
criminal. The One that is All Wise, there is Wisdom and benefit in every 
act of His . The reason for Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam reciting this aayah while standing and also in the ruku' and 
sajdah, and repeating it many times, is to bring to mind the two 
attributes of Allah, namely the attributes of justice and forgiveness. The 
whole scene on the day of qiyaamah will be of these two things. It is 
stated that Imaam Aa'~am Abu Hanifah RA. also recited the following 
aayah the whole night: 

Warntaazul yaurna ayyuhal mujrimun 

Translation: "But avaunt ye , 0 ye guilty, this day!" Surah Yaseen, 
58. 

In this aayah too th e scene of qiyaamnh is portrayed. That . today 
the . sinners . should separate and distinguisl-\ themselves. What a 
severe and nerve-chilling command this is. Today they are together 
with the pious and holy people and benefiting from the barakaat 
(blessings) they receive, but at this moment the sinners will be 
separated from them. May the Most Merciful Allah with His Grace 
keep those pious souls under His shadow, otherwise it is really a time 
for great trials . 

(262) Hadith Number 15 . . 

'Abdullah bin Mas'ud RaQiyallahu 'Arihu reports: "Once at night I 
performed ~alaah with Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam stood for such a long time that 
I intended to commit an evil deed .,.,. Someone asked him what deed did 
you intend to commit? He replied: "To sit down and leave Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Was allam alone" . 
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Commentary 

This may have two meanings. If I sit and perform ~alaah, Sayyidina 
Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam will remain standing alone. This 
was said to be a bad action and ~ sign of disrespect. There is a 

possibility that by saying 'sit down' he meant ending his prayer. It is 
dear that this is rude, bad and shows disrespect and carelessness, tht1t 
while performing ~alaah with Sayyidina Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam to end the niyyah and sit down. While standing he became 
tired, then this type of thoughts entered his mind. 

(263) Hadith Number 16. 

'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha says: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam performed ~alaah (in old age) in a sitting posture (due to 
reciting lengthy portions). When about thirty or forty nayaat were 1cft 
he stood up and recited (completed) these. He then performed the ruku' 
and sajdah. He did the same in the second 1ak' ah". 

Commentary 

A group among the 'ulama have stated that it is not jaa-iz for a person 
performing ~alaah in a sitting posture to stand up, then perform the ruku' 
and sajdah. The majority of the 'ulama including the four a-immah say 
it is jaa-iz (permissible) to do so. Likewise it is also jaa-iz to stand and 
perform these . This applies only to nafl ~alaah. It is not permissible for 
the able-bodied who can stand, to sit and perform the farg ~alaah. 

(264) Hadith Number 17 

'Abdullah bin Shaqeeq Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports that he asked 
'Aayeshah RaQiyallahu 'A~ha regarding the nawaafil prayers. She 
replied: "Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam performed nawaafil in 
the long part of the night whilst standing, and performed nawaafil in 
the long part of the night whilst sitting. His noble habit was that if he 
stood and recited (the Qur-aan) he performed ruku' and sajdah in a 
standing posture. If he recited whilst sitting, he performed the ruku' 
and sajdah in a sitting posture" . 

Commentary 

The 'ulama give two meanings of the phrase 'long part of the night'. 
One is that a long portion was recited whilst standing and a long 
portion whilst sitting. The second is that this is the description of 
different nights. On some nights he recited lengthy sections whilst 
standing and on some nights he recited lengthy sections whilst sitting. 
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The second explanation is more appropriate, which means it was the 
practice of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam always to 
recite lengthy sections in the rak'ahs of tahajjud. If he sometimes feJt 
weak he sat and performed the tahajjud, otherwise he stood and 
performed it. 

The last section of this hadith seems to contradict the previous one. 
The 'ulama have mentioned that both incidents are on separate occa
sions. The stipulation of nawaafil is on strength, willingness and 
happiness. Whatever strength and temperament was experienced at the 
1-~;-:-:e, ~alaah was performed accordingly. Besides, many acts of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam were meant to edu:.. 
·cate. He performed many deeds to let the people know that a certain 
deed could be performed in a particular manner. This is known as 
bayaan jawaaz (sig:n of permissibility). Therefore Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam received the full reward for performing 
~alaah in a sitting posture. Others will receive full reward for perform
_ing ~alaah ·in a standing posture and only half for sitting and perform
ing §alaah. The reason being that by Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallah u 
'Alayhi Wasallam sitting and performing §alaah, he was fulfilling an 
object of the nubuwwah (prophethood). The aim and mission of a nabi 
is to give a practical demonstration on how deeds are to be performed. 

(265) Hadith Number 18. 

Haf~ah Ragiyallahu 'Anha, the wife of Rasulullah ~alla11ahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam reports: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam performed 
~alaah whilst sitting. He recited a surah in it, and recited with su~h 
tarteel (distinct and clear intonation), that the surah became longer than 
one that is lengthier". 

Commentary 

A small surah recited with tarteel and qira-ah, can take the same time as 
it takes to recite a longer surah (if recited in an ordinary manner) . 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam recited the Qur-aan 
with calmness and little by little. He did not recite with haste. The time · 
it took him to recite a small surah, takes another person the same time 
to recite a long surah. The reason his feet swelled, was due to standing 
for long periods. 

(266) Hadith Number 19. 

'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha reports: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam performed most of his (nafl) ~alaah in a sitting posture before 
he passed away". 
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Commentary 
This was the period when Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam had become weak and he recited lengthy portions of the 
Qur-aan, as has been mentioned previously. He performed the major 
part of the nafl ~alaah whilst sitting for this reason. The ajr (thawaab
reward) for sitting and performing ~alaah is half that of performing 
~alaah in a standing posture. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam is exempted from this rule. For Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam to sit and perform ~alaah, is the same in 
reward as that of standing and performing ~alaah as mentioned above. 
A narration has been mentioned in the Abu Daawud and other kitaabs 
that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam has said: "I am 
not like you in this manner. I receive the same amount of ajr 
(thawaab-reward) when sitting and performing ~alaah". 

(267) Hadith Number 20. 
Ibn 'Umar Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports: "I performed two rak'ahs before 
and after ~uhr, and two rak'ahs after mag.hrib with Rasulullah ~allallahu · 
'Alayhi Wasallam in his house, and (also) two rak'ahs after 'eshaa in his 
house". 

Commentary 
The sunnah prayers are mentioned in this !}adith. The importance of 
sunnah mu-akkidah according to the Hanafis are the same as that 
mentioned in the hadith of Sayyidina Ibn 'Umar Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu. 
The sunnah of ~uhr are four instead of two according to the Han~fis. 

Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam has said in many 
a!}aadith: "The one that continually and habitually performs twelve 
rak' ahs every day and night, Allah Ta' aala creates for him a house in 
J annah". The details of the twelve rak' ahs have been mentioned in 
many ahaadith from . Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Ra9iyallahu 'Anha and 
Sayyiditina Umm Habibah RaQiyallahu 'Anha, in which the same view 
is mentioned as the one narrated by Sayyidina Ibn 'Umar Ra9iyallahu 
'Anhu. Certainly in these narrations it is stated that four rak'ahs were 
performed before the ~uhr far9. It is reported in a !}adith: ''The one that 
performs four rak'ahs with one salaam before ~uhr, the doors of the 
heavens open up for that person", which means it is quickly accepted. 
Bukhaari and Muslim narrate a hadith that Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam never omitted the four rak'ahs before ~uhr. 
Musnad Ahmad, Abu Daawud and others have written a !}adith of 
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Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha that: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam performed four rak' ahs in the house before going for 
~alaah". Apparently it seems Sayyidina Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam performed the sunan at home, then went into the masjid, as 
mentioned by Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha and others . A 
detailed narration of Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha is 
mentioned in the Abu Daawud, wherein she states: "Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam performed four rak'ahs in my house, then 
went to the masjid and ·ted the farg ~alaah. Thereafter he returned to the 
house and performed two rak'ahs . He came to my house after maghrib 
~alaah and performed two rak'ahs. He also came after the 'eshaa ~alaah 
and performed two rak'ahs, and after the §ub!} ~aadiq performed two 
rak'ahs, then went for (the fajr) ~alaah". From this detailed !}adith we 
find that the sunan were often performed at home. When he did come 
to the masjid, it is probable that the ta!}iyyatul masjid was performed . 
Sayyidina Ibn ' Umar Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports, and this may be 
possible, that Sayyidina Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam some
times because of necessity may have performed only two rak'ahs 
sunnah. Sayyidina lbn 'Umar Ragiyallahu 'Anhu sayi110 in the !}adith 
under discussion : "That he performed ~alaah with Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasa11am", does not mean that he performed them . with 
jamaa'ah (in congregation). Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam performed his St..nan and I (Sayyidina Ibn 'Umar Ragiyallahu 

· 'Anhu) a1so performed my sunan . It has not been ascertained that 
sunnah prayers were performed with jamaa' ah (besides the taraweeh in 
RamaQaan) . 

(268) Hadith Number 21. 

Ibn 'Umar Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports : "Hafsah (my sister, Ummul 
Mu-mineen) related to me that when the time of fajr began (~ubh 
~aadiq), and the mu-adh-dhin called out the adhaan, Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam performed two short rak'ahs". 

Commentary 

Regarding the sunnah of fajr, it has been stated in most of the 
narrations that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam short
ened its rak'ahs. To the extent that some 'ulama say, only the Faatiha 
(Alhamdu) should be recited and it is not necessary to add a surah to it. 
The fact is, that it has been ascertained that Sayyidina Rasulullah · 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam recited a surah therein . Certainly it is better 
to recite a short surah. A narration in the Sahih Muslim is mentioned - - -
that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam recited the 
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surahs of Kaafirun and Al-Ikhlaas in this sunnah. Other surahs have 
also been reported in the a!!aadith. Sayyidina Rasulu1lah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam has said: "How wonderful these two surahs are, that 
they are recited in the sunnahs of the fajr ~alaah". 

I 

(269) Hadith Number 22. 

Ibn 'Umar Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu says: "I memorised from Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam eight raka-aat; two before ~uhr and two 
·after ~uhr; two rak'ahs after maghrib and two after 'eshaa". lbn 'Umar 
Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu said: "Haf~ah related to me about the two rak'ahs of 
the morning, which I did not observe from Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi 
Was all am''. 

Commentary 

Since these two rak' ahs were almost always performed in the house and 
mostly at the time of fajr the mind is not attentive, therefore, it is not 
impossible for Sayyidina Ibn 'Umar Ra~iyallahu 'Anhu to say this. 
Some 'ulama are of the opinion that the meaning of 'not observing it', 
is that he had not seen it at the time Sayyiditina Haf~ah Ra9iyallahu 
'Anha had seen it. He had the opportunity of observing it later as we 
find in a few narrations, where Sayyidina Ibn 'Umar Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu 
describes his observance of these sunan. Of all the sunan, the one of the 
fajr is the most emphasised. Sayyidina Rasu1ulJah ~al1allahu 'A1ayhi 
Wasallam many a time emphasised its importance. For this reason some 
'ulama have declared it waajib. Particular importance should therefore 
be attached to it. 

(270) Hadith Number 23. 
, , 

'Abdullah bin Shaqeeq Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports: "I asked 'Aayeshah 
about the (nawaafil) prayers of Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam?". She replied: "He used to perform two rak'ahs before and 
two after ~uhr. Two after magbrib and two after 'eshaa, and two before · 
faj r". 

Commentary 

Besides the two rak'ahs before the ~uhr~ the rak'ahs mentioned are the . 
same as that of the Hanafi madh-hab. The view of the Hanafis is that 
the sunnah before zuhr consists · of four rak'ahs. This has been men
tioned previously in the commentary of the badith narrated by 
Sayyidina lbn 'U mar RaQiyallahu 'Anhu . A !}adith of Sayyiditina 
'Aayeshah Ra9iyallahu 'Anha is mentioned in the Bukhaari that: 
"Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam did not neglect the performing 
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of fo·ur rak'ahs before ?:Uhr, and two rak'ahs before fajr". Meaning he 
performed them regularly. Therefore, it shall be said that this (perform
ing of two rak'ahs) was because of some necessity. 

(271) Hadith Number 24. 
'Aa-~im bin Damrah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "We asked 'Ali about the 
nawaafil .that Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam performed in the 
day". (He must have known already about the nawaafil of the night i.e. 
tahajjud etc. Many well known narrations have been narrated regarding 
the tahajjud) 'Ali Radiyallahu 'Anhu replied: "You do not have the 
strength to perform these." (i.e. The importance, punctuality, humility 
and humbleness Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
attached to performing these prayers, cannot be fulfilled . The reason for 
saying this was to admonish, as what benefit is there simply by asking 
and investigating, until an effort is not made to practise these) We 
replied: "The one amongst us who ~as the strength, will perform it". 
(Those · who do not possess the strength, will learn so that others could 
be guided and an effort will be made to practise). 'Ali Raf!iyaJlahu 
'Anhu said: "In the morning when the sun; rises to. the height of that, 
the same as it is at the time for 'a§r. At that time Rasulullah ~allallahu · 
'Alayhi Wasallam performed two rak'ahs (~alaatul ish-raaq) . When the· 
sun rose in the east to the height, where it is in the west at the time of 
~uhr ~alaah, he performed four rak'ahs (~alaatut gu!}a-chaast-, this 
will be explained in the ensuing chapter). He performed four rak'ahs 
before the §alaah of ~uhr, and two after (These six ·rak'ahs are sunnah . 
mu-akkidah). Four rak'ahs were performed before 'a~r. In between the 
four rak'ahs he sat and sent salutations on the malaa-ikah muqarrabeen , 
the ambiyaa and the mu-mineen". 

Commentary 

The tashahhud (At-ta!}iyyaat) .may be referred to here, as in it the words 
"Assalamu 'alayka ayyuhan nabiyu .... '' are mentioned. In this case 
where four rak'ahs are mentioned, all are included herein. This may 
also be possible that it means salaam was made after two rak'ahs . The 
aim will then be that in the four rak' ahs before 'asr two salaams were 
made. It ha-s been ascertained that both types, two and four rak'ahs 
were performed before 'a~r. Sayyidina 'Ali Ragiyallahu 'Anhu has 
himself also narrated both hadith. - -
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Chapter on salaatut duha (chaast 
·prayers) 

According to the fuqahaa (jurists) and muhadditheen (hadith scholars) 
the time for ~alaatut Qu!}a is from the morning after the makruh tim e 
passes till zawaal. But according to the ~ufis these are two separate 
prayers, one is called ish•raaq and the other Quha (chaast) prayers . The 
~ufis substantiate their view from the previous hadith of Sayyidina 'Ali 
Ra9iyallahu 'Anhu and other narrations . The 'ulama differ on ~alaatut 
~uha. The commentators on hadith have written eight ma -dhaa-hib of 
the 'ulama . According to Imaam Abu Hanifah this ~alaah is mustahab . 
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The 'ulama have written that many a!}aadith have been narrated 
regarding thi s ~alaah. In the kitaab 'Awjaz' narrations of twent y five 
~abaabah RaQiyallahu 'An hum ha ve been mentioned. Besides these 
there are many others. It h as been reported in a badith that a hum an ha s 
thre e hundred and sixty join ts. For every joint a daily ~adaqah is 
necessary, thankin g Allah Ta'aa l<1 that He has kept it safe]y in its proper 
condition . Look at the joi nt s of the fin ge r for instance. If it dislocates, 
the finger becom e·s us e less . In stead of remain ing soft, it become s 
hard ened . Nor will the finger move, no r can anything be held , picked 
up . Thus Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'A lay hi Wa sa llam counted th e 
~adaqahs, that to utt er once subbanallaah, is also a type of ~adaqah. He 
then sa id : "The two rak 'a hs of chas t is a complete ~adaq ah on behalf of 
the three hundred and six ty join ts (of the body) ". Th e author ha s 
menti oned eight abt1adith in this ch;iptcr. 

(272) Hadith Number 1. 

Mu 'aa dhah RaQiyallahu 'A nha says: 111 asked 'Aayes hah, 'Did 
· Rasulullah ~allallahu ' Alnyhi Wnsa llam perform the ~alaatut ~uba (chast 
pray ers) ?" She replied: "Yes, he performed four rak 'a hs (the least) , and 
added to it the amount Allah Ta'aala willed". 

Commentary 

~alaatut guba is a nafl d evo tion , ther efo re at least two rak 'ahs could be 
performed . More co uld be added to it , if the heart wills , which has n o 
end . It has be en asccrtai ned that Sayyidina Rasulu11ah ~a11a11ahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam performed upto twelve rak'ahs . Som e are of the 
opinion, th a t it has bee n asce rtained that Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'A layhi Wnsa\1am only performed eight rak'ahs. But one ha s 
certainly bee n encour~gcd in a nar ra tion to perform up to twelv e 
rak 'a hs. 

(273) Hadith Number 2 . 

Anas Ragiya1lahu 'Anhu reports : " Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam performed six rak'ahs of the §alaatut guba ". 

Commentary · 

Du e to differ en t times, different number of rak'ahs have been narrated 
regarding the §alaatut guba of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam . Therefore there wUI be no contradiction between them. For 
this reason the 'ulama have written that at least two rak 'a hs, and it is 
best that eight or twelve rak'ahs be performed . It has been narrated that 
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Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi W asallam usually performed 
eight rak' ahs. 

(274) Hadith Number 3. 

'Abdurra!}maan bin Abi Layla RA. (a Taabi'ee) reports: "None had 
given me the news that they had observed Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam perform the ~alaatut guha, besides Ummi Haani . She said: 
'Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam came to her house, the day 
Makkah was conquered. He performed ghusl (bath), then performed 
eight rak'ahs . I did not observe Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
perform any ~alaah shorter than these, despite him performing every 
ruku' and sajdah properly'". {He did not perform the ruku' and sajdah 
haphazardly because the ~alaah was short). 

Commentary 
'Abdurrabmaan RA. saying that none besides Sayyiditina Ummi Haani 
Ragiyallahu 'Anha narrated this hadith, does not necessarily mean that 
no other ~a!}aabi knew abo~t this. In this chapter the narration of a few 
~ahaabah Ragiyallahu 'Anhum are mentioned. Ibn Jareer RA._ says: 'So 
many a!}aadith have been narrated on !?alaatut gu!}a that it reached the 
stage of tawaatur (unbroken chain of authentic narrators). It has already 
been stated that nineteen ~ahaabah Ragiyallahu 'Anh um narrated 
about this ~alaah . It may be that those people did not have information 
that from whom did 'Abdurra!}maan RA. investigate about this ~alaah. 
There is no perplexity in this. Some 'ulama are of the opinion that tl · 
~alaah mentioned in the !}adith under discussion, was not the ~alaatut 
guba, but a prayer of thanks on the conquering of Makkah. It was the 
practice of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu · 'Alay hi W asallam when an 
event of happiness occurred, to perform ~alaatus shukr (prayer of 
thanksgiving). It may also be possible that these eight rak'ahs included 
both the salaatut duha and salaatus shukr. - -

(275) Hadith Number 4 

'Abdullah bin Shaqeeq Ragiyallahu 'Anhu relates: "I enquired from 
'Aayeshah, that did Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam perform the 
~alaatut gu!}a?". She replied: "No he did not regularly perform it, but 
when he returned from a journey, he performed it". · 

Commentary 
It was the noble habit of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam that whenever he returned to Madinah Munawwarah, he 
entered the · city in the morning. He first entered the masjid and 
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performed nafl prayers. This reply of Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah 
Ragiyallahu 'Anha is the opposite of what was given in reply to a 
question of Sayyiditina Mu'aadhah Ragiyallahu 'Anha mentioned at 
the beginning of this chapter . The 'ulama have therefore given different 
explanations to this. Imaarn Bayhaqi has given this explanation, that in 
the hadith where it has been denied, the denial is of it not being 
performed regularly, which is not refuting that it was performed 
occasionally. Meaning he did not perform it regularly. In the hadith 
where the affirmative is mentioned, i.e. th at he performed this ~alaah, 
it will be taken to be performed more often. Some of the 'ulama have 
summed it up thus, that he only performed this ~alaah in the masjid 
when he returned from a journey, otherwise at ordinary times he 
performed it in the home. In this !}adith (under discussion) the object is 
the denial that this ~alaah was performed in the masjid . It was only 
performed in the masjid when he returned from a journey, as men
tioned in the above hadith. 

(276) Hadith Number 5. 

'Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudari Ragiyallahu 'Anhu relates : "Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam at times performed the ~alaatut gu!}a with 
such regularity, that we thought , he would not leave it . At times he left 
it (fearing it might become farg or because of some advantage), till we 
thought he left it completely, and would not perform it again". 

Commentary 

Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam taking the ummah 
into consideration, discontinued many devotions, of which there are 
many examples . Sayyiditina 'Aayeshah Ragiyallahu 'Anha says: 
'Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam very much liked to 
do a few things, but did not do it, fearing it would become farg on the 
ummah '. 

(277) Hadith Number 6. 

Abu Ayyub Al~An~aari Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says : "Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam always performed four rak'ahs after the time of 
zawaal. I said : 'O Messenger of Allah. You give much importance to 
these four rak ' ahs after the zawaaJ of the sun?' Rasulullah Sallallahu 

. -
'Alayhi Wasallam replied : 'The doors of the skies open from the zawaal 
of the sun till the ~uhr ~alaah is performed. I desire that a good deed of 
mine reaches the skies at that time' . I asked: 'Is there a recital in every 
rak'ah?' He replied : 'Yes'. I enquired: 'Should salaam be made at the 
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end of two rak'ahs?' Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam replied: 
'No' (Salaam should be made only at the end of four rak'ahs)". 

Commentary 

The ~ufis name this §alaah as ~alaatuz zawaal, and this is included in 
the mustahab prayers. According to the majority of the mubadditheen 
this is the four sunan of ~uhr ~alaah . The reason being, besides the 
sunan of ?:Uhr, there is no other nafl prayer after zawaal (midday) that 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam performed regularly. 
In both cases according to both sayings this badith and the ensuing one 
has no apparent relevance with the ~alaatut 5:!uba. 

It is perplexing that Imaam Tirmidhi has mentioned this !}adith in 
this chapter. The mashaa-ikh have given a few explanations regarding 
this. The first is that this was th e ending time for chast, therefore it was 
naturally included here , and a separat e chapter was not created. Some 
are of the opinion that this is due to an error committed by the copier 
(calligrapher), which resulted in this being mentioned here. Otherwise 
its original place was in the previous chapter. It is said that in a few 
copies of this kitaab , this badith is mentioned under the previous 
chapter, and not in this chapter. Some have given other explanations 
too. 

(278) Hadith Number 7. 

'Abdullah bin Saa-ib Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam performed four rak ' ahs after zawaal before the ~uhr 
~alaah, and used to say: 'The doors of the heavens open at this moment. 
I like that a good deed of mine ascend there at this moment'". 

Commentary 
What deed can there be more pious and better than §alaah, as this is the 
best among all devotions. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam has said: "The coolness of my eye is in ~alaah" . In another 
badith it is stated : "The one that performs §alaah, is like one having a 
private conversation with Allah". 

(279) Hadith Number 8. 

·'Ali Ragiyallahu "Anhu used to perform four rak'ahs before ~uhr and 
used to say : "Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam also performed 
these four rak'ahs after .z.awaal, and recited long verses therein". 

296 



Shamaa-il Tirmidhi 

Commentary 
lmaam Ghazaali has stated in his Ihya 'Ulumid Deen, that it is desirable 
to recite the Surah Baqarah in these four rak'ahs , or a similar surah, 
which consists of more than a hundred aayaat, so that a sunnah of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam could be practised in 
reciting a lengthy portion . 
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Chapter on Sayyidina Rasulullah 
Sallallahu s Alayhi W asallani 

performing the nawaafil at home 

It is better to perform the nawaafil in the home. It has been mentioned 
in many narrations that Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam exhorted one to perform these in the home and did so 
himself. Many benefits are derived from this devotion. Among these 
are that through the barakah of ~alaah the home becomes filled with 
barakah and nur. The members of the household will learn the ~alaah, 
and will gain the courage to perform these. Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam has commanded in a few a!}aadith that 
11 Perfonn part of the prayers in the home. Do not make it a cemetery;'. 
i.e. Do not make the house like a cemetery where ~alaah is not 
performed, or like the dead who do not perform the prayers. Do not 
make the house in this manner a resemblance of a graveyard. The 
author has mentioned only one !}adith in this chapter. 

298 



Shamaa-il Tirmidhi 

(280) Hadith Number 1. 

'Abdullah bin Sa'd Ragiyallahu 'Anhu says: "I enquired from 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam, is it more meritorious to 
perform nafl ~alaah in the home or in the masjid? Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam replied: 'Do you observe that my house is so near the 
masjid (which does not make it difficult, or cause a hindrance in coming 
to the masjid, in spite of all this) I prefer to perform the ~alaah, besides 
the faraa-ig, in my house, rather than in the masjid"' . 

Commentary 

As the nawaafil are based on concealment, therefore it is better to 
perform it in the home, to ensure complete concealment. It keeps away 
from show and pretense. But certainly, it is undesirable that the faraa-iQ 
etc. be concealed. More ajr (thawaab-reward) is gained by performing it 
in the masjid. Included are also the rak'ahs performed after the !awaaf 
of the Ka'bah, ~alaatut taraweeh etc. Although the tarawee!! is not from 
the faraa-ig, it is a peculiar feature of Ramaf!aan, and is masnun to 
perform in jamaa'ah (congregation). Likewise is every ~alaah performed 
with jamaa'ah, like the ~alaah of kusuf (solar eclipse prayers), which are 
meant to be publicly declared . Therefore it is desirable to perform these 
in the masjid. 
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r~ 4J~ :cJ\i , ~ J ~ lu, ~ "1)' J.,..._.J r~ ;f' ~ 
' lo J :~\i , yb.tl ..\.i Jyil ? ~J , r'--" .U J~ ? 

J ' ' 

~.lll ~~ ..l-o ~\S' ~ ~ J ~ ~\ J.-" 41)\ J..,.__.J ~l.p 

.y, ~ ~ JF,~1 w~ , p ~ J" w~ (Y) - YAY 

~~ , ~ ~I rrP .Y, ~ J\ ~Lo ~ ~j 4f' ~ 
' " 

':J ~l '->} ? ~\ ~ r~ ~\S" :J\i J-!,)' -¼.): ~ ~ 

, ~ ~ r~ ~i J.J~ '1 4J' ~; ? P..J , ~ P.. ~' --¼..r-
.,, ' .,, ' 
':11 Wu ':JJ Lt~ ~\J 'i! Q ~ J.)JI ~ ~~ ~\ ~L.:J '1 UJ 

' , Jj\~ y.' \.a~ , , 4J""A;, ~ ~yJ- W.1,- (r) - YAY' 
' '-"~~, ✓ fr?:"~~ i;:.,: J\i A~' .:.,,s, ~ w~ 

' \ ,. 

~, ~~ lo J~? r.r'L!. ~J ~ ~' J.-" ~, wis-:Jli 
" 

~ ~\.., "°J, .t.-o ~~~,--¼fl lo J.,a;? P.J ~ A 
' ~~) "11 ~_,u\ ~~ .l.:-o ~~· 
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4J? ~)\ ~ , \.:.1~ , J~ ·~ J.J. W~ (t) - YAt 
t, t, w... u\ ✓ ..W.,.\ J.\ ~ ~L.., ✓ JJ,a•4 ✓ ~~ Y, '->~ 

. r~ -~ J ~ .i».I j.-P ~I ~~ \.4 :~\j W... r' ✓ 
"' 

' ~~JJ ~~ 'll ~b w:!R 
w... ut ~ J\j ,~J, ~ ~~1 \JA :~ y,i Ju 

t, 

i:.r w... u1 ~ ~,J ft" ~.u-, ,JA 4.>JJJ , w... ~\ y, 
~.., ' ~.., 4Js, ~, J.-P ~\ ,:.I-~ .i»\ ~) l_:J~ 

~ ~~' \-lA '->J) Jj ~)' 4' ~ w" .. y.l ;.Jh ~i 
\ ,. 

, ~ J 4Js, .i»\ ~ ~' i:.r ~ w... r'J '-:J~ 

, J_rS, .:I- J~ ~ o~ W~ , ~~ W.1,- (0) - YAo 

J r~ 3 ii,, J..r"J ji t :~li ~:..a~ ,y, w... y.t w~ 
~t, \ ~ 

~ ~ '11 ~~ r~ ~\S"" , ~~ j .& ""°~ ,:.,4 JS'I #' 

✓- l»\ ~ w~ , J~\ )~~ c.:r-~w, w~ <') - YA'\ 

~ ~ ~J ~ ~~ ~~ ~Y ,:.is, rB-~ JikJ ~JA 
. \ \ ' 
. 4.l'° r~ ~ J 4Js, .i»\ ~ .ih, J~.) 4J~ = Ju .i»\ ~ y, 

. 
/. J 

, l•J...i ~J!. ~ ~~ LJiJ , ~4\ a.,~-#' js- o} 

' ~ 
~ .;»I 4- la~ , Js' ~ _rS, ~ y.l W~ (V) - YAV 
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~ ~;.-, ~J ~ ~l..w ~ .,U\.,:-y, -¼~ ~ lY 4f' Jjt~ 

r.Y" ""'~ ~J ~ ~, J...o ~' ~~ =~tJ UJ~ 

,. 
J-J. ~ ~\s, y.\ w~ ' ~ ~ ~ w~ (A) - YAA 
;fl,_ ,. ,. ,. • 

~, :aJ:?.iA u' ,y, 4.1 4f' tL..-, u' ~ ~ ,y, ~\91 ~ 
,. ,. ' 

~'J\ r~ Jlo$'il JI'~ :J\J ~J ~ 41)\ j...o ~\ 
,. > # ~ >. 

' f\..t, UIJ ~ ✓fi ~I ~,.; ' ~\J 

,. ,. 
~JW J .u-1 y.l w~ , ~'j...j, ~ ~yJ- w~ (0.) - YAO. 

l_;J~ ~ w;. y- .).,,u .. ~ i.)~ w~ :'i\i ~~ 4J! 
,. ' ,. 

L .:,J\ ~\ ~ r~ ~J ~ 4'»\ j...o ~I ~~ :~\i 
,. ,. 0 

~\,uJ'J\J ~\.,~\ _r'J\ ~' IJ° J ' ~'J\J ~~,J 

'~'J 

,. ,. ,. . 

~\ ~ ~\ ~ ~\.o ~..u\ ~••-4• y.l W~ <'•) - YO., 

~\S' lo :~\i 1-!J\s. ;.1-~)\ ~ 4J! W--, ul ~ ~' 
,. ' . ' 

J '--°~ ~ jS't ~ J ~r4/. ~J ~ Jil j...o .i»I J.,._,1 

'~~ 

,. 
, ~jlJ y.l W-~ , ~'j...j, ~ ~yJ- W~ ( '') - YC\, 

~ :~\i ~~~ e,.~ :J\i ~)' J...!ft 4f' ~ la~ 
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~ r~' 4J~ ~~ ~ J ~ .i»\ J.--" .i»\ JJ-1; ~\(\ :UJW 
. ~ -:~\i Yr~ ~\S"' ~\ ~ :~ , ~ :~ .. Hi Y* Jf 

, rL.o ~' ~ J~ ~ ~\S"' 
& 

lii JAJ ' '->~\ ~\ ~Y-JA ~)\ ~Y-:~ y.\ J\i 
~fi ~ .)~ J ~ ~ ~)!,}\ J..:&, J ~ 4;S, '->J) 
. ~ & 

~'JJ\ ..lJ.). JA J ~'.l\ ~ ~,J .P" J ~~l 4J! ~lc-'lJ 
~ & , ru, _,. ~' JA' ~ ~)'J , ru, J~J 

4:1-04- W~ , J\..UI ~1 ~ ~JJlA l:.1~. <'Y) - YO.Y 
~\S'" :~\i UJ\t- ~ 4-i ~ oJ; ~ r~ ~ ~~ 
~ ~, J.,._.,.) ~~J ' ~~' j J;,-!.} A-o~ l-J:! ~~~~ 
J, .,_ & ,,, ~ 

~\.J:a.,.; JP.fa' t;,ij , A-o~ .,.,J A-ol..P ~..u, r~ ~ , A-o~ 
, 

~ J A-o\...o '"Ll, ~ ' '"~..,_.:.,~ .!.lj J ' A .a~\ J1b ~~J ~~ 

'~ ~U, 

~ ~)' ~ W-.b-, J~ ~ J.J. w~ <'r) - ,o.r 
:J\i a.Ju-~ f."~l ~ J.JAi 4 ~ ~~ W-..b-' '->~ 
~ ~~ # .ii>\ J,-.-,J ~~ :~ .ii>, "") Ul~ cJL 
~~ Lo J .. hJ ~fJ , ~~ ~ ~ts- :~ti f~ r~'Jf 

' ' ' ~ ~ J ~ 4»\ J.--" .ii\\ JJ-'J 
303 



Shamaa-il Tirmidhi 

.:r. rL:a y, a~ w~, ~1 ~ ~J)~ w~ <'t )- '°'t 

..SJ.:S-J ~ .t»1 J~J :;s-J>-~ :~IJ t!J~ ✓ ¼\ ;_;S, OJ_r 
, . J~ , ~\ r\.:j ~ t~ ~ ~·o.lA ~ :J\A! , o~I 

k!J.i ~~ Lo Jw-~, ~ ~ ~ J ~ ~, ~ ~, J-""'J 
..sl!, $ .t», J.,rJJ Jl -!JJ\.) ~t ~'S'J ~ ~ .t», ~ ~ 

(. ~l-P ~ rJ~ 

.:r.' W-..b-, ✓u)' ~ .:r. ~ ~~ y.f w~ < '"> - ,-o.o 
~ ~ • ' J w..., r'J ~~ ~L-i :J\i t.~ ~' ~ µ,'1, d' ~ 

\ ' ,, J • :W~ ~~ J 4S' '1ll ~ ~\ J~J J\ ~\ ~-'6' ~\ ~\ 
. ~ ., 

, Ji ~lJ ~ ~~ ta 

' . ' t~ 4J! ~\ J..!' w~ , ~t:-'1 y. .J.J. w.l;,-< '') - ,a., ,. 
~ ~ ~\..-C:!' ~' ~ ~ J.J4>' ;;s, t\..-, 4)-! ~J~ ~J>-

$ ~ ~\ J.,rJJ ~ i.:;_.£. J~ .!.11\.o 4J. Jy=, ~-~ :J\i 
~ ., ~ ,,. ~ 

~ii" ,.\j \~ ' AAA c,J ~ r\i ~ Lpy ~ ~~ij llJ 
-' I , • "' \ , '1\ ~\.l&. l-,L .,,, 'J JW ... ~\ l.3-- ~'-' .,,,,, ~ 3 ~,, • . .. . ~ J JJ.JJ • J ,, • . .rt. '.r:' 

:~h J J~1, '-'»\J )~ ~~ ~ 6 ~, .)~ ~J 

~ «~6-Jlj ~~lj ~ ~lj q J~I ~~ ~~» 
~J~I ~~ ~~» :o~~ J J~J AS-§) )~ -~ 
oJ~ oJJ---1 ~ ~~ J\ !) ~ «~~-.\\j ~~~\j -~ _ti;J1j 

' clj\.) J:;.o ~ 
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