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In 1872, the Supreme Court of the United States decided that this provision

of the Constitution did not prevent llinois from refusing to license an

otherwise qualified woman to practice law in that state. The legislature had
said n effect .that only men could be lawyers. Justice Bradley, writing for

himself and two other justices .commented:
The paramount destiny and mission of woman are to fuffil the noble and

benign offices of wife and mother. This is the law of the Creator. And the
rules of civil society must be adapted to the general constitution of things «

and cannot be based upon exceptional cases ... | am not prepared to say
that it is one of her fundamental rights and privileges to be admitted into
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every office and position «ncluding those which require highly special
qualifications and demanding special responsibilities .
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