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INTRODUCTION

All praise and thanks are for Allah. We praise him, ask for his help, ask for his
forgiveness, and we repent to him. We ask Allah to protect us from the bad things about
ourselves and from our bad deeds. Anyone Allah guides then no one can misguide him,
and whoever Allah leaves without guidance then no one can guide him. | believe that
nothing should be worshipped but Allah who is one and alone with no partner, and |

believe that Prophet Muhammad (rlw, ale Al L;La) is his worshipper and messenger.

Studying Tawhid (worshipping only God alone and nothing else) is the best knowledge
to learn. It is the best knowledge to Allah and it is the knowledge he asked us to learn
most. This is because it is learning about Allah himself, his names, his descriptions, and
what he wants from his worshippers. So Tawhid is the key to the door leading to Allah

and it is the base of his religious rules.

Because of this, all messengers called people to this same knowledge; Allah says in the
Quran:
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And we did not send any messenger before you (Muhammad) except that

we revealed to him that there is nothing that should be worshipped but me,

so worship me.?

% The Quran, Sirah al-Anbiya, 21:25
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Allah also testified that he alone should be worshipped and so did his angels and

people with this kind of knowledge; Allah says:
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Allah testifies that there is nothing that should be worshipped except him

|4

and so do the angels and people of knowledge. (He maintains creation)

with fairness. There is no (true) god except him, the Mighty, the Wise.?

Prophet Muhammad (VLJ ale &l _jw) also said about Tawhid in a hadith (something the

prophet says):
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Whoever dies without associating anything in worship with Allah will enter
Paradise, and whoever dies associating anything in worship with him will enter

the fire.*

Since Tawhid is this important, every Muslim must learn it, teach it, understand it, and
believe in it. This is so Muslims can build their religion on the correct base, so they can
feel comfortable knowing they have the right beliefs and be happy with the rewards for

such knowledge (Paradise).

/q /q
oL e

3 Sarah Al ‘Imran, 3:18
* Recorded by Muslim
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THE RELIGION OF ISLAM

The religion of Islam is the religion that Allah sent his last prophet, Muhammad ( & _L-
VLJ «le ), with so that Islam will be the last and most complete religion for his
worshippers. With Islam, Allah completed his favors to all people and he chose it as the

religion every person must follow.

How do we know Muhammad is the last prophet? Because Allah says:

LowE, .. s <. o0t .4 4 % .£a . a
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Muhammad is not the father of any man among you, but he is the

messenger of Allah and the last of all prophets.®

What does it mean to believe in Muhammad as the last prophet? Belief in Muhammad is
to believe everything Muhammad came to teach about Islam and to accept those
teachings by obeying them. It is not enough just to believe in his teachings without
accepting them. For example, Muhammad’s uncle, Abi Talib used to believe that
Muhammad was a true prophet and that Islam was the best religion, but he is not a
“believer” in Prophet Muhammad ( 1., «ls &l L. ) because he did not both believe and

accept Muhammad’s teachings by obeying and following the teachings.

Allah also says about Islam:

5 Sdrah al-Ahzab, 33:40
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Today | perfected your religion for you, completed my favor on you, and

have chosen Islam as your religion.®
And:
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Surely the religion with Allah is Islam.’

Is Islam just for certain people or all people? Allah commanded all mankind to accept

Islam and worship him with Islam as he told his messenger:
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Say: Oh mankind (all people), surely | am the messenger of Allah to you all,
(from) him who owns the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. There is
no (true) god but him. He gives life and death. So believe in Allah and his

messenger, the illiterate prophet who believes in Allah and his words, and

follow him so that you will be guided.®

Will Allah accept another religion besides Islam? No, he says:

% Sarah al-Maidah, 5:3
" Sgrah Ali ‘Imran, 3:19
8 Sarah al-‘Araf, 7:158
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And whoever wants a religion other than Islam, it will not be accepted from

him, and in the hereafter he will be one of the losers.®

There is also a hadith in which the prophet ( VL’ s a1 Lo ) said:
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| swear by the one in whose hand is Muhammad’s soul (Allah), anyone from this
nation (from my time until the Day of Judgment), whether Jew or Christian, who
dies and did not believe in what | was sent with (Islam), he will be one of the

people of the fire.*°

The religion of Islam includes everything good in all religions of earlier times but Islam is

special because it is suitable for any time, any place, and for any people. Allah says:

z
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And we have revealed to you (Muhammad) the book in truth, confirming the

scripture that came before it and as a criterion over it.*

® Sgrah Ali ‘Imran, 3:85
10 Recorded by Muslim
! Sarah al-Maidah, 5:84
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Islam is suitable for every time, place, and nation meaning that if people follow it, Islam
will never hold people back from what benefits them. Instead, following Islam will make

sure their well-being is protected.

The religion of Islam is the religion of truth and Allah has guaranteed that whoever truly

follows it, he will help that person. Allah says:
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Allah has promised those who believe among you and do good deeds that
he will surely grant them authority upon the earth just as he granted it to
those before them and that he will surely establish for them their religion
which he has preferred for them, and he will surely substitute for them,
after their fear, security, (as long as) they worship me, not associating
anything with me in worship. But whoever disbelieves after that, then those

are the disobedient ones.*?

The religion of Islam is a set of beliefs and a Sharrah or set of rules, and it is complete

in both its beliefs and rules. Some of its rules are:

2 Srah al-Nir, 24:55
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1. Islam commands Tawhid and forbids Shirk (worshipping anything other than
Allah).

2. Islam commands telling the truth and forbids lying.

3. Islam commands justice and being fair, and it forbids oppression and being

unfair.

Islam commands being trustworthy and forbids betraying and cheating people.

Islam commands loyalty and forbids disloyalty.

Islam commands being good to parents and forbids being mean to them.

Islam commands being nice to relatives and forbids ignoring them.

© N o 0 b

Islam commands being good to neighbors and forbids annoying them.

In short, Islam commands all good manners and forbids all bad manners. It commands

doing all good deeds and forbids doing any bad deeds. Allah says:

2
228 %
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Indeed, Allah commands justice and doing good and giving to relatives and

forbids immoral deeds and doing bad and oppression. He advises you so

you will be reminded.™

Review
1. How do we know Muhammad is the last prophet? (page 5)

2. What does it mean to believe in Muhammad as the last prophet? (page 5)

13 Sirah al-Nahl, 16:90
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3. Is Islam just for certain people or all people? (page 6)

4. Will Allah accept another religion besides Islam? (page 6)

5. What are some things Islam commands and forbids? (page 9)
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THE FIVE ACTS OF WORSHIP

There are five main acts of worship in Islam that all Muslims must do if they are able.
They are sometimes called the five “pillars of Islam” because they are like the pillars or
columns that hold up a building. Like a building, the religion of Islam is built on these
five pillars. These five main acts of worship are mentioned in a hadith; the prophet ( gu

(.L;w:u\)said:

%
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Islam is built on five: lbelieving and saying that nothing should be worshipped

but Allah and that Muhammad is his worshipper and messenger, 2praying,

3giving charity, 4fasting in Ramadan, and 5pilgrimage.14

1. Believing and saying that nothing should be worshipped but Allah and that
Muhammad is his worshipper and messenger.
This is to say with the tongue the belief that is in the heart. These two statements of
belief are called the Shahadah. Although they are two beliefs (one about Allah,
another about Prophet Muhammad), they both make up one act of worship. This
could be because Muhammad is the one who teaches us about Allah, so believing
that Muhammad is Allah’s worshipper and messenger is the way to complete the

belief that nothing should be worshipped but Allah.

14 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim
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These two beliefs being combined into one could also be because they are both
required for any good deed to be accepted. For example, any good deed (belief,
statement, action) is not accepted unless it is done sincerely just to make Allah
happy and in the way Muhammad ( rL} ale ! Ljw) did it. So sincerity to Allah is to
act on the belief that nothing should be worshipped but Allah and doing things
the way Muhammad did them is to act on the belief that Muhammad is his

worshipper and messenger.

What do we learn from this Shahadah?
This belief frees a person’s heart and soul from being too attached to the creation
and following what they do. Instead, it attaches a Muslim’s heart and soul to the

creator and following what the messengers of Allah do.

. Praying
This is to worship Allah by praying as he told us to pray at the time he told us to pray

and in the way he told us to pray.

What do we learn from praying?
Praying should bring comfort and relaxation to a person, and it should stop the

person from doing bad deeds.
. Giving charity (Zakah)

This is to worship Allah by giving the amount of charity Allah has commanded, if

someone has enough money, to people who deserve charity.
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What do we learn from giving charity (Zakah)?
Giving charity helps people to not have bad qualities like stinginess and it helps

Islam and other Muslims.

. Fasting in Ramadan
This is to worship Allah by not eating and drinking (and other things that break the

fast) during the daytime in the month of Ramadan.

What do we learn from fasting in Ramadan?
Fasting trains the soul to leave things it loves by preferring to make Allah happy

instead.

. Pilgrimage (Hajj)
This is to worship Allah by visiting the main mosque in Mecca and doing the other

acts of worship for Hajj.

What do we learn from pilgrimage (Hajj)?
Making pilgrimage trains the soul to work with one’s money and body to obey Allah

even when it may be difficult. Pilgrimage is a type of struggle for Allah.

The results of these important five acts of worship—the results we mentioned and many

others we did not mention—turns a nation into a pure Islamic nation that follows the

religion of truth that Allah has ordered every human being to follow. By following these

acts of worship, people will also behave towards others with good manners, fairness,

and honesty. People will live good lives in this world, in happiness and blessings,
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according to how much they keep to these five main acts of worship. For this to be

clearer, read the verse:

-
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And if only the people of the cities had believed and feared Allah, we would

have opened upon them blessings from the heaven and the earth, but they

denied, so we seized them for what they were earning.”

Review

1. What are the five acts of worship? (page 11-13)

2. In your own words, what does nothing should be worshipped but Allah and
Muhammad is his worshipper and messenger mean and what do we learn it?
(page 11-12)

3. In your own words, what is praying and what do we learn it? (page 12)

4. In your own words, what is charity (Zakah) and what do we learn it? (page 12-
13)

5. In your own words, what is fasting in Ramadan and what do we learn it? (page
13)

6. In your own words, what is pilgrimage (Hajj) and what do we learn it? (page 13)

15 Srah al-‘Araf, 7:96-99
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THE SIX BELIEFS

As we mentioned before, Islam is a set of beliefs and a set of rules. As for the main
rules, they are the five acts of worship we talked about. As for the main beliefs, they are

SiX:

Believing in Allah
Believing in angels
Believing in books
Believing messengers
Believing in the last day

o gk w NP

Believing in destiny

The proof for these six main beliefs is from the book of Allah, the Quran, and from the

hadith of Allah’s messenger ( oL.s «s &l L),

The proof from the Quran is the verse:

%
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...but righteousness is that you believe in Allah, the last day, the angels,

the books, and the prophets.*®

That verse mentions five of the main beliefs; as for believing in destiny, the sixth belief,
Allah says:

'® Sgrah al-Baqarah, 2:177
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Surely, all things we created with destiny.’

As for the proof of the six beliefs from the hadith, the prophet ( rL) ale Al L;L,p) said:

2
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Faith is to believe in Allah, his angels, his books, his messengers, the last day,

and to believe in destiny — the good and bad of it.'?

Review

1. Name the six main beliefs.

7 Sarah al-Qamar, 54:49-50
18 Recorded by Muslim
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THE SIX BELIEFS

Believing in Allah

Believing in Allah includes four points:

The First Point: Believing that Allah exists. There are several proofs that indicate
Allah exists: the natural beliefs with which we were created, our minds, our religion, and

what we observe.

As for the natural beliefs Allah created in us, every creature is born with a natural
understanding that something else created it — its creator — without having to think too
deeply on it and without having to learn too much to be convinced that something

created us.

No one loses this natural understanding except someone whose heart happens to

choose to accept something else just as the prophet said (VLJ ale Al ulv ):

- A P S e Y8R ET L °/°
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Every newborn baby is born with the natural belief but then his parents teach him

to be a Jew, a Christian, or a fire-worshipper (worshipping anything else).*®

As for our minds indicating that Allah exists, everything we see of creation must have

had something or someone who created it. Things do not just create themselves and

19 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim
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they do not just appear out of nothing. Before something is created, it is nothing, so how
could nothing create itself? Also, things do not just appear out of nowhere because
everything that happens must have something that made it happen. So if things do not
create themselves and if they do not just appear out of nhowhere, then there must be a

creator that created them:; it is Allah, the Lord of all creations.

Allah mentions this proof from our minds in the Quran:

oﬂﬁoio

aﬁéw‘ﬁf‘ia/h}:"f ‘;a.}.;?f

Were they created by nothing or were they themselves the creators??

In other words, if they were not just created by nothing and if they did not create
themselves, then Allah must be their creator. A companion of Prophet Muhammad
( (,.L} ol dl _;u ) was named Jubayr Ibn Mut'im who was not a Muslim at the time when

he heard these verses:

/_C:,./.o;/ L& i’/.og 1/‘1 /.0 228 0f o . o7 o ’1;.0;_
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Where they created by nothing or were they themselves the creators? Or
did they create the heavens and the earth? No, but they have no certain

belief. Or do they own the treasures of your Lord, or are they the

controllers (of them)?#

20 Sgrah al-Tar, 52:35
2! Sgrah al-Tar, 52:35-37
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When Jubayr Ibn Mutim heard the prophet ( L., «\s & L) reciting those verses, he
said, “It is as if my heart was about to fly, and that was the first time faith entered my

heart.”??

As for religious proofs indicating that Allah exists, every religious book, the Quran and
even those before it, clearly show that Allah exists. And the beliefs and rules in the
books that protect the well-being of people show that they must have come from a Lord
who is wise and knowing about what benefits his creation. Also, the true, scientific
universal information in the books that we discover are true prove that the books come

from a Lord who is capable of creating those things he speaks about.

As for what we observe that indicates Allah exists, we hear of and we witness ourselves
that Allah answers the prayers of those who call on him and he gives relief to those in

hardship. Allah says:

Remember when you asked help from your Lord and he answered you.*

Also, the miracles of the prophets that people saw or heard about, they too are proof

that the one who made those miracles happen exists.

The Second Point: Believing in Allah’s lordship. The second of the four points of

believing in Allah is to believe that he is the only Lord, alone with no helpers. The word

22 Recorded by al-Bukharf
%% Sarah al-Anfal, 8:9
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‘Lord” means that he is the only one who creates everything, owns everything, and
plans everything. So no one else can create anything, no one else truly owns anything
(and can decide to do with it whatever he wants), and no one has the ability to

command anything, controlling and planning what happens. About his lordship, Allah

says:
S0 e o
Certainly his is the creation and the command.?*
And he says:

o" <’Qo/, 2 ,.ﬁo,., .Q/..C:..ﬂ o}o}/oﬂﬁ/ﬂﬁ }ﬂ{
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That is Allah, your Lord who owns the kingdom. And those whom you call

on besides him do not control even the thin layer on a date seed.?

No one truly denies the lordship of Allah except someone who may claim he does not
believe in it although he really knows it is true. For this reason, even the people who
worshipped statues during Prophet Muhammad’s time, they believed in Allah’s lordship

even though they did not worship him alone. Allah says about them:

£ 70 o028 PP [
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24 Sgrah al-'Araf, 7:54
% Sgrah Fatir, 35:13
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Say, “Who does the earth and whatever is in it belong to?” They will say,
“Allah.” Say, “Then why will you not remember that?” Say, “Who is Lord of
the seven heavens and Lord of the great throne?” They will say, “Allah.”
Say, “Then why will you not fear (him)?” Say, “In whose hand is the
kingdom of all things, and he protects while no one can protect against him
if you should know?” They will say, “Allah.” Say, “Then how are you turned

away from this truth?” %

Allah also says about those who do not worship him:

(6,53 600 el e el 5

And if you ask them who created them, they will say, “Allah.” Say, “Then

how are you turned away?”?’

So even people who refuse to worship Allah alone, they still know that he is the only

Lord and they believe in his lordship.

Part of Allah’s lordship means that he alone decides what happens in the universe
based on his wisdom just as he decides what acts of worship he wants his worshippers

to do based on his wisdom. If someone accepts someone other than Allah as the one

% sgrah al-Muminidn, 23:84-89
%" Sarah al-zukhruf, 43:87
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who decides his acts of worship then this is a type of worshipping others and it means

his faith is not correct.

The Third Point: Believing that Allah is the only one who should be worshipped.
This is the third point of believing in Allah — that he is the only true god and we must

worship only him. Allah says:

},oﬁ
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Your god is one god; nothing should be worshipped except him, the Most

Merciful, the Giver of All Mercy.?®

A “god” is someone who is worshipped out of love and honor, but Allah is the only true
god. Whoever worships anything else along with Allah or instead of Allah, then he

worships a false god and his belief in Allah is wrong.

~ £ 0. .
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That is because Allah is the truth, and that which they call upon other than

him is false, and because Allah is the Most High, the Greatest.?

So Allah is the only true god and the only one who deserves worship. For this reason,

all the messengers used to tell their people:

8 Sirah al-Bagarah, 2:163
# Sirah al-Hajj, 22:62
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Worship Allah; you have no (true) god other than him.*

The Fourth Point: The fourth and last point of believing in Allah is to believe in his
names and descriptions. His descriptions describe how he is (e.g. he is merciful) and
his actions (e.g. he forgives). This means to believe in any name or description that
Allah mentions about himself in his book or that the prophet (VLJ ale &l 61‘4) mentions

in a hadtth.

We do not try to change the meanings of his names and descriptions, we do not deny
them, we do not ask how exactly they are, and we do not say Allah’s name and

descriptions are like our names and descriptions. Allah says about his names:

(G o5 20V Y A )

Allah has the best names, so call on him with them 3!

And Allah says about his descriptions:

(V&,J\f,xs\"’ ,y\ju\jwagﬁv\i}m\bg
His has the highest description in the heavens and in the earth, and he is

the Mighty, the Wise.*

%0 sirah al-‘Araf, 7:59
31 Sgrah al-‘Araf, 7:180
%2 Sgrah al-Ram, 30:27
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While learning about his names and descriptions, we must remember that he is not like

anything or anyone else because he describes himself as:

29 @ /,if,no, o 7 . 07 )
el paandl 525 0305 alias O3 B

There is nothing like him, and he is the Hearing, the Seeing.*®

What do we learn from believing in Allah?
If we believe in Allah as we discussed, we would know true Tawhid and we would not
hope from anyone but him, be afraid of anyone but him, and we would never worship

anyone but him.

By believing in Allah, we also learn to love Allah and respect him because of his perfect

names and highest descriptions.

By believing in Allah, we also learn to worship him correctly by doing what he

commands and not doing what he forbids.

Review
1. What are the four points of believing in Allah? (pages 17-23)

2. What are some things we learn from believing in Allah? (pages 24)
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33 Sirah al-Shara, 43:11
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THE SIX BELIEFS

Believing in Angels

Angels are creatures in the world that we cannot see now but who constantly worship
Allah. Allah created them from light and made them always obeying him and strong in
doing what he commands. But as special as they are, they still do not have any lordship
control (creating, providing, deciding things, etc.) and they do not deserve any worship.

Allah says about the angels:

//ﬁ,,o& PR < * o .0 . _ .. .,/a,<ﬂ°/o/ 2. o ..
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And those who are near him (the angels) are not too proud to worship him
and they do not get tired (of worshipping him). They glorify him night and

day and never become weak (in worship).3*

There are so many angels that only Allah knows exactly how many. The prophet ( ! ‘_;L,,
rl“f «le ) once described a place of worship in the heavens that angels come to worship
Allah. Seventy thousand angels pray at that place every day and the same angels never
return to it again. So every single day, seventy thousand different angels come there to

pray and the next day, seventy thousand different angels come.*®

Believing in the angels includes four points:

% Sirah al-Anbiya, 21:19-20
% Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim
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The First Point: Believing angels exist.

The Second Point: Believing in the angels’ names we know. We believe in the
angels’ names that we learn about from the Quran or hadith. As for the angels whom
we do not know their names, we still believe they exist. For example, we know that the

name of the angel who brings Allah’s revelation to prophets is Jibril.

The Third Point: Believing in the angels’ descriptions we know. We learn of some
descriptions of some of the angels. For example, Prophet Muhammad ((.L} ale _;u)
said he once saw Jibril in his real form and he had six hundred wings and was so huge

that he covered the entire horizon.3®

Angels may also appear in the form of people. Jibril came in the form of a man to
Maryam (Mary), the mother of Prophet Tsa (Jesus) ( 5! Lug.ls ). He also came in the
form of a man to Muhammad ((,_Lj ale il L;1.4) when he came to ask about Islam, faith,

and other things. After he left, the prophet ( L., «1s a1 L) said:

ﬂﬁ/ﬂo
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This was Jibril. He came to teach you your religion.®’

Other angels came in the form of men like those who came to Prophet Ibrahim

(Abraham) and Prophet LGt (Lot).

% Recorded by al-Bukharf
%" Recorded by Muslim
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The Fourth Point: Believing in the angels’ actions we know. We believe in the
actions angels do that we learn about from the Quran or hadith. For example, we know
the angels in general praise Allah and worship Allah without becoming tired. Some

angels also have special jobs. For example:

e Jibril is the angel trusted to bring Allah’s revelation to the prophets and
messengers.

e Mikall is the angel responsible for the rain and growing things on earth.

e |srafil is the angel responsible for blowing the horn on the last day of this life and
to begin the resurrection.

e The Angel of Death’s job is to take people’s souls when they die.

e Malik is the keeper of Hell.

e There are angels who are sent to unborn babies after they have been in their
mother's wombs for four months. The angel is told to write down the person’s
livelihood, how long he will live, his deeds, and whether he will be happy or sad —
all this before the baby is even born.

e There are angels who are commanded to memorize and write down the actions
of every single person. Each person has two, one angel on his right side and one
on the left.

e Some angels have the job of asking the person questions when he dies and is
put in his grave. Two angels come to him and ask him who his Lord was, what

his religion was, and who his prophet was.

What do we learn from believing in angels?
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By believing in angels, we understand just how powerful and great Allah truly is. Such

amazing creatures show the greatness of their creator.

By believing in angels, we learn to be thankful to Allah because he is so concerned with
people that he made angels responsible for taking care of people, writing their deeds,

and the many other things angels do for people.

By believing in angels, we also learn to love them because of their worship of their Lord

and our Lord, Allah.

Review
1. What are the four points of believing in angels? (pages 26-27)
2. What are some of the angels’ names? (page 27)

What are some jobs of the angels? (page 27)

W

What are some things we learn from believing in angels? (page 27)

Page 28



THE SIX BELIEFS

Believing in Books

The books here are the books that Allah revealed to his messengers. He sent
revelations to the messengers as a mercy to creation and as their guidance. The
teachings in the books are meant to lead people to live a happy life in this world and in

the hereafter.

Believing in the books includes four points:

The First Point: Believing the books are actually revealed from Allah.

The Second Point: Believing in the names of the books we know. We know the

names of some of the revealed books. For example:

The Quran was revealed to Prophet Muhammad ( Loy «ls &l JLo).

The Tawrah (Torah) was revealed to Prophet Misa (Moses) ( oLus «ls &l L)

The Injil (Gospel) was revealed to Prophet Is (Jesus) ( ol sle &l JLo).

The Zabar (Psalms) was revealed to Prophet Dawad (David) ( oLus «ls &l JLo).

As for those books we may not the names of, we still believe in them when we learn

about them from the Quran or hadtth.
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The Third Point: Believing the information in the books is true. We believe that
whatever information comes in a revealed book, like the Quran, is true. Whatever
information we know for sure is correct and has not been changed in the books before

the Quran, we believe that information is true as well.

The Fourth Point: Acting according to the book. We obey whatever is in the books
as long as the rules have not been canceled by Allah. We accept the teachings and
should be pleased with them whether we know the reason and wisdom behind the rules
or not. And all books before the Quran have been canceled with the Quran because it is

the book Allah sent to us, to our times and our prophet. Allah says:
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And we have revealed to you (Muhammad) the book in truth, confirming

what came before it of scripture and as a criterion over it.%®

This verse means that the Quran is to be used over the other books. So it is not
permissible to act according to any rule in previous books unless it is correct and the

Quran supports that rule.

What do we learn from believing in books?
By believing in the books revealed by Allah, we understand that Allah cares about
people so much that he sent to every group of people (in certain time periods) a book

guiding people to him.

%8 Sgrah al-Maidah, 5:48
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By believing in the books, we also learn the wisdom of Allah because he made rules

and laws specific to every group of people which would be suitable to their lives as Allah

said:
s .o . 7.0 0 % o 22 _
Lo &0 S U |
To each among you, we made a set of laws and a clear way.*
Review

1. What are the four points of believing in books? (pages 29-30)
2. What are the names of some of the books? (page 29)

3. What are some things we learn from believing in the books? (page 30-31)

% Sirah al-Anbiya, 21:19-20
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THE SIX BELIEFS

Believing in Messengers

The messengers we must believe in are the humans to whom Allah revealed a

message and set of laws and commanded them to teach that message to others.

The first messenger was Nih (Noah) and the last messenger was Muhammad ( &l JL;

oLos s ). Allah says:
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Indeed, we have revealed to you (Muhammad) just as we revealed to Nah

l
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and the prophets after him.*°
About Muhammad ( L. «ls &l L), Allah says:
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Muhammad is not the father of any man among you, but he is the

messenger of Allah and the last of all prophets.*

To all people (in different places and different times), Allah either sent a messenger to

people with a new set of laws or a prophet to confirm the previous set of laws. He says:

% Sgrah al-Nisa, 4:163
“1 Sgrah al-Ahzab, 33:40
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And we certainly sent into every nation a messenger (saying), “Worship

Allah and stay away from false gods.”*

Although the messengers were the best people and although they are very important to
Allah, they are still created humans and they have no lordship. Because they are human
beings, they become sick, they die, and they need food and drink just like any other

person. The prophet ( L., «s &1 JL») even once said:
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| am only human like you, | forget like you forget. So when | forget, remind me.**

Allah described the messengers as being worshippers and this is the highest

description Allah gives to someone. He says about Prophet Nuh:

€1, e B8 51 b

He was certainly a thankful worshipper.*

Allah said about Muhammad, also describing him as a worshipper:

10 Sl ) 0,50 sl e 065301 07 il 335

42 Sgrah al-Nahl, 16:36
“3 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim
* Sgrah al-lsra, 17:3
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Blessed is the one (Allah) who sent down the criterion upon his worshipper

(Muhammad) that he may be a warner to the world.*
Believing in the messengers includes four points:

The First Point: Believing that their message is the truth and it is from Allah. We
believe that what each messenger taught was the same true belief (Tawhid) although
each messenger’s rules may be different. Their message is the truth and truly from
Allah. So since their main message was the same, whoever disbelieves in any

messenger, it is as if that person disbelieves in them all just like Allah says:

(o o 15 )
cr

The people of Niih denied the messengers.*

Although the people of Ndh only met one messenger (remember, NGh was the first
messenger ever), since they did not believe in his message, Allah says that is equal to

disbelieving in all messengers, even those messengers who came after Nah.

If we understand this point, then we know that since Christians today, for example, do
not believe Muhammad ( (J.‘j ale &l _,Lﬁ) is a prophet and messenger of God and they
refuse to follow him, then they are also actually rejecting Prophet Isa, the son of

Maryam ( .L.; lgols @l Lo ) even though they claim they believe in Tsa and follow him.

*5 Sirah al-Furgan, 25:1
6 Sgrah al-Shua'ra, 26:105
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They really disbelieve in Isa as a true messenger and they do not follow him, especially
since Prophet Isa told them that another messenger would come to people after him —
Muhammad (Vi“ﬁ ale &l du ). When Isé told his people that Muhammad would come, he
told them he would be a messenger and that Allah would guide people through

Muhammad to the straight path and the correct religion.

The Second Point: Believing in the messengers’ names we know. We know the
names of some messengers like Muhammad, lbrahim, Masa, Isa, and Ndh ( sl A
(.LJ\, ). These five are some of the best and strongest of all messengers; Allah mentions

them all together in this verse:
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He has made for you the religion that he made for Nah and that which we
have revealed to you (Muhammad), and what we made for Ibrahim, Musa,

and Isa — to practice the religion and not be divided.*’

As for the prophets and messengers for whom we do not know their names, we still

believe Allah sent other messengers we may not know about:

umgwr;;;wwwwmwm)u;;‘mj
’o/

47 Sgrah al-Shara, 42:13
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And we have already sent messengers before you. Some of them we have

told you their stories and some we have not told you their stories.*®

The Third Point: Believing what they teach is the truth. We believe that everything

they teach about Allah — if we are sure they really said it — is true.

The Fourth Point: Acting according to the rules of the messenger sent to us. The
people of Nuh had to obey him and the rules Allah gave him. The people of Miisa had to
obey him and the rules Allah gave Muasa. As for the people in our time, Muhammad is
the messenger sent to us and all people until the Day of Judgment, so people in our

time must believe in and act according to Muhammad’s rules.
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But no, by your Lord, they will not (truly) believe until they make you
(Muhammad) judge about whatever they differ among themselves and then

they are not upset with what you have judged and they submit to it with

full, willing submission.*

What do we learn from believing in messengers?
By believing in the messengers of Allah, we understand the mercy of Allah and his care

for people because he sent to them messengers to guide them to the path of Allah and

“8 Sgrah Ghafir, 40:78
% Sgrah al-Nisa, 4:65
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to teach people how to worship him. Without messengers, we would never know about

Allah, how to worship him, or what he wants from us.

By believing in the messengers of Allah, we learn to be thankful to Allah for this great

blessing he gave us.

By believing in the messengers of Allah, we also learn to love and respect the
messengers. They were the people chosen by Allah to worship him, to teach people

Allah’s message, and to give good advice to people.

Review
1. Who was the first messenger and who was the last messenger? (page 32)
2. What are the four points of believing in messengers? (pages 34-36)
3. Explain how people really disbelieve in all messengers if they disbelieve in only
one messenger? (pages 34-35)
4. What are the names of some of the messengers? (page 35)
5. What are some things we learn from believing in messengers? (pages 36-37)
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THE SIX BELIEFS

Believing in the Last Day

The last day is the last day of this life. It is the day when all people will be resurrected,
brought back to life after death, to be judged by Allah and rewarded or punished. It is
called the “last day” because there will not be another day as we know it after that day.
It is also called the Day of Judgment and Day of Resurrection. After the Day of
Judgment, people will either live in Paradise, the home of happiness and pleasure, or in

Hell, the home of sadness and misery.
Believing in the last day includes three points:

The First Point: Believing in the resurrection. The resurrection is when people will be
brought back to life after they have died. They will be resurrected after the second time
the angel Israfil blows the horn (the first blow will cause all people on earth to die).
When they are resurrected, people will rise up from their graves barefoot and naked just

the way Allah first created them:
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Just like we began the first creation, we will repeat it. (That is) a promise

from us; we will certainly do it.>°

%0 Sirah al-Anbiya, 21:104
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The resurrection is true — people will actually become alive again after they die. This is

proven by the Quran and hadith. As for the Quran, Allah clearly tells us:

]
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Afterwards, you will all surely die. Then you will all be resurrected on the

Day of Resurrection.>

As for the proof from the hadith, the prophet ( L., «ls &1 L) said:
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People will be resurrected on the Day of Resurrection barefoot and naked.>?

The Second Point: Believing in the judgment and reward or punishment. Part of
believing in the last day is to truly believe that Allah will judge people and either reward
or punish them for how they lived their lives. Allah will judge a person for his beliefs and
his actions and either reward or punish him. This judgment is also proven by the Quran

and hadith. Allah says in the Quran:
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Surely to us is their return then surely for us is their judgment.*

And he says:

5! Sarah al-Mumindn, 23:15-16
%2 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim
%3 Sirah al-Ghashiyah, 88:25-26
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And we will set up the scales on the Day of Resurrection with justice so no
soul will be dealt with unfairly in anything. And if there is (even) the weight

of a mustard seed, we will bring it forth, and we are enough as a judge.*

As for the proof from the hadith that Allah will judge people on the Day of Resurrection,
the prophet said:
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Allah will bring a believer close, placing him under his care and screening him.
Allah will ask him, “Do you remember this sin? Do you remember that sin?” The
person will answer, “Yes, my Lord.” After the believer is made to confess all his
sins and he sincerely believes he will be ruined, Allah will tell him, “I concealed

them for you in life and | forgive you for them today.”*®

That is for a believer. As for those who did not truly believe in Allah:

>4 -. Surah al-Anbiya, 21:46
® Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim
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But as for the disbelievers and hypocrites, they will be publicly called out in front
of all creation and it will be announced, “These are the ones who lied against

Allah.”®

The Third Point: Believing in Paradise and Hell. Believing in the last day is only
complete if we believe Paradise and Hell are real and true. They are both everlasting

homes for Allah’s creation.

Paradise, or Jannah in Arabic, is the home of happiness and reward which Allah has
prepared for the righteous believers who believe in everything Allah told us to believe in.
The people promised Paradise are the ones who obey Allah and his messengers and

sincerely worship Allah and follow the messengers. About Paradise, Allah says:
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Surely, those who believe and do good deeds, they are the best creatures.

Their reward with Allah will be gardens of eternity under which rivers flow

where they will live forever. Allah is happy with them and they are happy

with him. That is for whoever has feared his Lord.*’

Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim
" Sarah al- Bayyinah, 98:7-8
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Allah also describes Paradise:
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And in there is whatever the souls want and whatever delights the eyes,

and you will live there forever.*®

Prophet Muhammad ( .L.; s &l L) said about Paradise:
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When the people of Paradise have entered Paradise, a caller will call out, “You
will live forever and never die again. You will be healthy forever and never be
sick again. You will be young forever and never grow old again. And you will be

happy forever and will never be sad again.”®

The prophet ( L., «ks 4 L) also told us that there will be some things in paradise so

good that:
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%8 Sirah al-Zukhruf, 43:71
%9 Recorded by Muslim
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In it is what no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard of, and what has never

been imagined by any human heart.®

Hell, or Jahannam in Arabic, is the home of sadness and punishment which Allah has
prepared for those who disbelieve in him and oppress people. They are the ones who
do not believe in Allah and disobey his messengers. In the fire of Hell there are types of

punishment and torment that cannot even be imagined. Allah describes Hell:
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Surely Allah has cursed the disbelievers and has prepared for them a
burning fire where they will live forever, and they will find no protector or
helper. On the day when their faces will be turned over in the fire, they will

say, “Oh, we wish we had obeyed Allah and obeyed the messenger.”®*

The prophet ( .L.; s &l L) said about the fire of Hell:
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| was shown the fire, and until today, | had never seen a sight so horrible.®?

° Recorded by al-Bukhart
ot ., Stirah al-Ahzab, 43:64-66
? Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim
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Believing in the last day also means to believe in everything we have learned from the

Quran or hadith that will happen after we die.

For example, we believe in the trial of the grave. This is when a person is buried in his
grave and angels will come to him and ask him who his Lord is, what his religion is, and
who his prophet is. The believers will be helped by Allah to give the right answers:
“‘Allah is my Lord, Islam is my religion, and Muhammad is my prophet.” As for the
people who do not believe in Allah, they will answer, “Uh, uh, | do not know!” and the
hypocrites (people who say they believe but really do not) and those who are uncertain
about Allah will answer, “I do not know. | just heard people saying something so | just

said the same thing.”

We also believe the grave will be a place of blessings or punishment even before the
Day of Judgment. It will be a place of punishment for the bad people like the hypocrites

and disbelievers as Allah says:
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And if you could see when the unjust people will be in the pains of death

and the angels stretch their hands (toward them) saying, “Give up your

souls. Today you will be given the punishment of humiliation for what you
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used to say against Allah that was not true and because you were arrogant

toward his verses.”®®

And the prophet (VL) ale dl L;Lp) said about a disbeliever in his grave after he does not

answer the angels correctly:
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A caller will then call out from the heaven, saying, “He lied. So give him
furnishing from the fire (of Hell) and open a door for him to the fire.” Its heat and

burning wind will then come to him, and his grave will closed in on him, tightening

around him until his ribs are squeezed together.®*

But the grave can also be a place of rewards and blessings. The prophet ( )l & du
VLJ) said that after a believer answers the angels in the grave correctly about his lord,

his religion, and his prophet:
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Then a caller from the heaven will call out, “My servant spoke the truth. So give

him furnishings from Paradise, give him clothes from Paradise, and open for him

%3 Sarah al-An’am, 6:93
% Recorded by recorded by Aba Dawid and al-Alban says it is authentic
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a door to Paradise.” The pleasant and refreshing breeze of Paradise and its
fragrance will then come to the person, and his grave will be made wide and

spacious, spread out as far as his eye can see.®

What do we learn from believing in the last day?
By believing in the last day, we should want to obey Allah more, hoping for his reward

on the Day of Judgment.

By believing in the last day, we should want to never disobey Allah and we should never
be happy with ourselves when we commit a sin, being afraid of Allah’s punishment on

the Day of Judgment.

By believing in the last day, we also learn not to be so sad for the things we do not have
in this world. This is because believers in Allah hope for better rewards and blessings in

the next life.

Review
1. What are the three points of believing in the last day? (pages 38-41)
2. Name two other things we believe in that will happen after death. (page 44)

3. What are some things we learn from believing in the last day? (pages 46)
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% Recorded by recorded by Aba Dawid and al-Albant says it is authentic
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THE SIX BELIEFS

Believing in Destiny

Destiny, or Qadr in Arabic, is Allah’s planning of everything that happens before it even
happens. He plans things according to his knowledge of what will happen and his

wisdom of why things should happen.

Believing in destiny includes four points:

The First Point: Believing in Allah’s knowledge. We believe that Allah knows
everything, in general and in detail, that happened in the past, that is happening right
now, and that will happen in the future. Whether something has to do with Allah’s
actions or with the actions and choices people will make, Allah already knows it.

The Second Point: Believing that Allah wrote down everything that will happen.
We believe that Allah has already written down every single thing that will ever happen,

and he wrote this is a book that is safe with him called al-Lawh al-Mahfiz.

Allah said about these first two points:
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Do you not know that Allah knows whatever is in the heaven and the earth?

Surely this is in a book; surely this is easy to Allah.%®

The prophet (L.« &l L) said about destiny:
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Allah wrote measures of all creations fifty thousand years before he even created

the heavens and earth.®’

The Third Point: Believing that anything that happens, Allah allowed it to happen.
We believe that nothing happens except that Allah wanted it to happen. Even when bad
things happen, we believe that Allah allowed them to happen for a good reason,
although we may not know the reason. So whatever Allah does and whatever his

creation does, he allows it to happen. Allah says in the Quran:
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And your Lord creates and chooses whatever he wants.®®

And he says about his actions:
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Surah al-Hajj, 22:70
" Recorded by Muslim
% Sirah al-Qasas, 26:68
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And he does whatever he wants.®®

Allah also tells us that even our choices and actions only happen if he wants them to:

ity

If your Lord had not wanted it, they would not have done it.”

The Fourth Point: Believing that everything is created by Allah. We believe that
everything we know of besides Allah (and his actions and descriptions), it is created by
Allah. Everything is created by Allah; its descriptions and its actions and movements are

also created by Allah. He says:
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Allah is the creator of everything.”

Allah has even created our own actions:
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And Allah has created you and whatever you do."

% Sgrah Ibrahim, 14:27

° Sgrah al-An‘'am, 6:112
! Sgrah al-Zumar, 39:62
2 Srah al-Saffat, 37:96
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Destiny, as we have explained it here, still does not mean that people have no choices.
People can still choose what they do and they are responsible for their actions; Allah

just already knows what we will choose.

What do we learn from believing in destiny?
By believing in destiny, we learn to rely on Allah. Although we still do actions and hope
for results, we do not rely only on our actions because we know that nothing happens

unless Allah wants it to happen.

By believing in destiny, we also understand that we should not be so amazed with
ourselves if something good happens. Good things that happen to someone are only
blessings from Allah that happen because of what Allah planned and helped the person
do. By thinking that we are the ones who caused good things to happen, we may forget

to thank Allah for these blessings.

By believing in destiny, we learn peacefulness and we learn to accept and be patient
with whatever happens in life. We feel comfortable with whatever Allah lets happen, and
we do not complain or become too sad when we lose something or someone we love or
something happens to us that we dislike. This is because we know that everything

happens according to what Allah has planned. Allah says:
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No disaster happens on earth or among yourselves except that it is in a
book before we make it happen. That is surely easy for Allah. (This is) so
you do not become too sad for what did not happen to you, or be too happy
with what he has given you. And Allah does not love any arrogant

boaster.”

The prophet ( L.; s &l L) also said:
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How amazing the matter of a believer is! Everything that happens to him is good
and that is only for a believer. If something good happens to him, he is thankful

(to Allah) and that is good for him; and if something bad happens to him, he is

patient and that is also good for him.”

Review
1. What are the four points of believing in destiny? (pages 47-49)
2. What are some things we learn from believing in destiny? (page 50-51)
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REVIEWING THE SIX BELIEFS

What are the six main beliefs?

1. Believing in Allah
2. Believing in angels
3. Believing in books

4. Believing in messengers

5. Believing in the last day

6. Believing in destiny

What are the four points of believing in

Allah?

1. Believing that Allah exists

2. Believing in Allah’s lordship

3. Believing that Allah is the only one who
should be worshipped

4. Believing in his names and descriptions

What are the four points of believing in

angels?

1.

Believing angels exist

Believing in the angels’ names we know
Believing in the angels’ descriptions we
know

Believing in the angels’ actions we know

What are the four points of believing in

books?

1.

Believing the books are actually
revealed from Allah

Believing in the names of the books we
know

Believing the information in the books is
true

Acting according to the book

What are the four points of believing in

messengers?

1.

Believing that their message is the truth
and it is from Allah

Believing in the messengers’ names we
know

Believing what they teach is the truth
Acting according to the rules of the

messenger sent to us

What are the three points of believing in the

last day?

1. Believing in the resurrection

2. Believing in the judgment and reward or
punishment

3. Believing in Paradise and Hell

What are the four points of believing in

destiny?

1.
2.

Believing in Allah’s knowledge
Believing that Allah wrote down
everything that will happen

Believing that anything that happens,
Allah allowed it to happen

Believing that everything is created by
Allah
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