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In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 

f/f/ praise and thanks be to Allah, Who revived 
/I {( knowledge o f His re ligion and caused it to blossom 

forth a l1er it had all but disappeared, and Who demo lished 
the fa lse conjectures of the apostates. I praise I-lim and I seck 
refuge with Him from the sins which weigh upon the backs 
o f mankind. I worship Him and seck His aid in removing 
hindrances and diffi culties inl he pract ice c fmy re lig ion. I bear 
witness that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, 
Alone, without partners und I bear witness that Muhammad 
- who, by Allah's leave, brought about the dawn of faith 10 

the darkness and misguidance which existed in the hearts 
of mankind - is the slave and Messenger of Allah. May the 
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Blessings and Peace of Allah be lIpon him in perpetllity. 

0 , Allah! We seek Your favor and through You we seck to 
ward ofr am iction. We ask You to protect us and to grant liS 
mercy. Our Lord! Make not our hea rts deviate after You have 
a lready guided us. Make it easy for li S to perform our deeds 
in the way that You have taught us. Make us grateful for what 
You have given us and make plai n a path fo r us which leads to 
You. Open lip the doors between us and You by which we may 
arrive before You. To You belong the keys 10 the hcavcns and 
the Earth and You arc Most Able to do all things. To proceed: 

Among the bless ings which Allah has bestowed upon li S, the 
community of Muslims is that He has made it easy for us to 
fo llow the path of g uidance, and He has opened the doors of 
knowledge by making avai lable to us these new publications, 
which present to liS the writings of the early scholars and 
reveal to us whm they said regarding legal verdicts, hi slOry, 
events, infonllation and lessons. These scholars opcned a clcar 
beacon of light for all those Muslims seeking guidance and 
they se t up for us a signpost in which there is neither devia tion 
nor crookedness. Whoever fol lows it will arri ve sa fe ly at hi s 
desi red destination and whoever di ve rts from it will be lost 
foreve r. They have writtcn these books and treati ses and made 
clear to LIS the re in events, information and virtues. Among sti ch 
books is thi s unique work , AI-Bidayah Wan-Nilw)'a/z, by the 
Imam, the I-Iq[iz, the masler scholar of /wdeelh , ' Imaduddeen 
ISllla'eel Ibn Katheer AI-Quras hi - may A llah have mercy on 
him . Th is book was greeted with approval by the vast maj orit y 
of Mus lims. No Islamic librnry wou ld be complete without it. 
In it. the author has recorded what A llah, Most High has made 
easy for him abo ut the history of mankincl , from the beginning 
of c reation. starling with the crea tion of the Throne and the 
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K ill's; ( Footstool), the heavens and the Earth and all that they 
contain and a ll that li es between them, such as the angels, 
the jinn and the devils. He also described how Adam ~, was 
created, and told the stories o f the prophets li p to the days of 
the Children o f Isra ' ee l and the Days o f Ignorance (Jahiliyyall) , 
until the advent o f Prophet Muhammad :iS, which hera lded the 
end of Prophet hood. He thcn rccorded his Seerah.o l Then he 
recorded the events which look place up to his own time. He 
also spoke o f the tria ls and battl es, the signs o f the approach 
of the 1·lour, then the send ing forth o f mankind and the terrors 
of the Resurrec tion, which he described in de ta il. He then 
descri bed the Hell -fire , with a ll its horrors, and Paradise and 
all the good things contained therein. He called thi s particular 
vo lume of his book: AI1-Nilw)'oh FiI-FiIOI1 lVol-Molahi ll1 ( The 
Ending ill Trials and Ba ffles ). As fo r the book which is in our 
hands loday, it is AI-Bidayah. 

By Allah's Grace, I came to know brother Abdu l Ma li k 
Mujahid, the general manager of Darussalam Publishing in 
Riyadh. He visited me in my humble office in Damasclls and 
suggested to me the idea o f cre.lIing a summari sed ve rsion 
of this wonderful book . I prayed for Allah's Guidance in the 
matter and sought help from Hi m in completi ng the projec t. 
Allah enabled me to make the acquaintance of a numbcr of 
people of knowledge and experi cnee in thi s field and a plan of 
ac tion for the work was wrillen. It cons isted of ten principal 
po ints and we then started the task, seeking help fro l11 the Lord 
o f the heavens and the Earth. All o f us exerted our utmost 
e lTort s in thi s task, mak ing repeated revisions and correc tions, 
until we reached the point where, by Allah 's Penn issiol1, we 
completed it and it was published in the fo n11 which is in your 
hands today. 

(I) Seem" : Biogmphy. li fe story. in panicILlar, of Prophet ~'I LIhall1ll1 ad j$. 
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Tile Plan of Action for Tllis Book: 

1. Summariza tion of the tex t. This was achieved by 
concentrating on the mos t important evcnts narratcd in 
the book. In doing so, we took care not to leave out any 
important details which would cause loss of mcan ing or 
import. 

2. We reli ed on a Ilumbcrofprintcd and handwrittcn copies of 
the book and in cases where any contrad iction or omiss ion 
was found, we succeeded in establi shing the most accurate 
and au thentic text. 

3. We left out the a/wdeel" which proved 10 be baseless or 
weak and confined ourse lves to the alladeelll which arc 
authentic or lIasall (II and those which are accep table duc 
to the existcnce of other supporting narrations. On rare 
occasions, when it was found that there were no other 
a/wdcelll in the chap ter, wc included some weak ahadeeth 
whose weakness was not of an ex treme nature. 

4. We perform ed takhreej (2) of the ahadeer" wi th ascription 
of the number of the sec tion and the page, the number 
of the lIadeerh and in many cases, the prec ise location of 
the Iwdeelll in the original source, then the ruling on its 
authenticity, if it was not fro m thc Saheehaill , m because 
the alladeelli therein do not require any ruling on the ir 
authenticity and they have been widely accepted by the 

(1) Hasan: Good, sound. An acceptable liar/celli. although it docs 110\ reach 
the level of salleell (authentic). 

(2) Takllreej: Referencing the sources of a Iwdeelh and evaluilting Ihelll. 

(3) Salleellain: Suheell AI-Bukl/{/ri and Sallee" MI/slim. 
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Muslim Vmlllah. ell As ror the a/wdee/h in this book, we 
have relied on the opinions of the Imams lind scholms of 
/uu/eelh - including the earlier scho la rs. the later scholars 
and those o f the present day. On some occasions, we have 
recorded the weak alwe/eellt, while making it plain that 
they arc not authentic. We have not omitted them because 
the author has incl uded them in order to wam the peoplc 
aga inst them due to their widespread popularity amongst 
the Muslims in general. In such cases, we desired not to 
oppose the author in this e nort and so we left them. at the 
same time making the scholars' ruling 0 11 them clear, so as 
to warn the people against them. 

5. We summarised the as(llleed e~) present in the book. inl110st 
cases mentioning only the Companion who narrated the 
hadeelll, or the person who reported it from him. 

6. We omitted many of the Isra 'eeliy'\lat (J) found in thi s book 
which the author referred to in the preface, where he said: 
"We do not record the Ism 'eeliy),al except those which the 
Lawgiver has pcrmillcd, i.e., those which do not contradict 
the Book or Allah and the Sunnah or I-lis Messcnger :t:;, 
These arc stori es which are neither bel ieved nor belied and 
they have been recorded because they provide detail s or 
unclari ficd narratives that we have, or they providc namcs 
for people and places that have only been mentioned in 
passing in our Revelation. due to there being no benefit in 
speci rying them ror us. Thus we have reported them in order 
to provide ex tra detail and not with the intcntion of citi ng 
thcm as ev idencc or plac ing any reliance on them. On ly the 

( I ) VII/111ft": Nation or people: in this case, what is rc lerred to is the scholars 
orthe VII/Illah. 

(2) A!i(lll(!cd (sing. "" j.l'lIlIti): Chains of narrators of the almdl:elh. 

(3) Ism 'eeliJ:\'(/f: Narr: LI ions of Jewish origin. 



Book of Alinh and the authentic Sunnah of His Messenger 
ji; may be re lied and depended upon. It is from Al lah that 
we seek he lp and it is He in Whom we plnce our trust; the re 
is no help and no power except in A ll nh , the A il -PowerfuL 
the Most Wise, the Most High, the Almighty. 

7. In some instances, we have referred back to the original 
manuscript in order 10 verify the wording of a hac/eelh 
from its source. In some cases, the author has combined 
two narrations or the same /we/eelh togethe r and so where 
thi s Ims occurred , we have noted it and separated the two 
narrations. plac ing our own words between brackets, i.e. , 
(and in anothe r narration ... ) and we have a lso identified the 
source of the addition in the footno tes. 

8. We have wri llell the Qur ' anic Ve rses in the Ulhmani sc ript. 
in confo rmity wit h the copy ofthc Qur 'an published by Al­
Madinah AI-Munawwarah Printi ng Complex . 

9. \Ve vowe li sed the words or lllany of the ahadeeth in the 
book and. in addition, the poetic verses. wherever poss ible. 

10. We mentioned the meters of the poetic verses between 
parentheses. 

II. We explai ned the meanings of some difficult or obscure 
words, relying on dictionaries, books contai ning ghareeb (1\ 

(Iliac/eel" and narrations and other sources. 

12. We furni shed a brief biography of the author, Hafiz Ibn 
Kathcc r though in reality, he requires no introduc tion and 

no description. 

Finally, I ask Allah, Mos t High, to accept thi s humble work 
from LIS and to acknowledge il as hav ing been done purely and 
sincerely wi th the aim of'p lcas ing Him and to grant us nnc! our 

(1) Gfwreeb: A {/(Idee/II which is reponed a! one or mon.' slages in ils chai n of 

narrators by a single narrator. 
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brothers, who ass isted us in the production of thi s book, pardon 
and forgivcness in religio ll s and secular mailers. In addi tion, 
weask Him that He include thi s work in the weight of our good 
deeds on the Day of Resurrection - a Day on which neither 
wealth nor sons will benefit anyone - except for those whom 
A llah has blessed with pure heart s. 

And our fina l dec laration is that all praise and thanks are due 
to A llah, and we invoke blessings and pcace upon Prophet 
Muhammad and upon all hi s righteous family ~lI1d Companions 
until the Day of Reckoning. 

Yoosuf AI-I·hljj Ahm:ld, 
The humble slave or Allah . 
Damasclis. Ash·Sham (Syria). 
2nd or Dhul·Hiiiah, 1428 A. II . 



Verily, all pl ·~li se and thanks arc due to Allah. We seck His 
aid and we ask forgiveness on-lim. We seek refuge with Allah 
from the wickedness in ourselves. Whomsoever Allah guides, 
there is none who can misguide him and whomsoever He sends 
astray, there is none who can guide him. I bear witness Ihat 
none is worthy of worship excepl Allah and thaI Muhammad is 
His slave and His Messenger. He sent him with guidance and 
the tme Religion and with the light (of truth), the admonition 
and wisdom, at a time when no Messengers were sent for a 
long period, when there was little religious knowledge and the 
people had gone astray, when the I-lour was drawing nearer. 
Whoever obeys Al lah and His Messenger has followed the 
right course, while whoever disobeys Allah and I-I is Messenger 
erred from it and gone far astray. To proceed: 

The book AI-Bidayah (The Beginning) by the Hafiz , the imam, 
the scholarly criti c, Ibn Katheer is an incomparab le work 
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regarding the study orthe events and their chronological order, 
the knowledge of which he strove hard to acquirc. He began 
by describing the start of crea tion ~ from the c reation of the 
Throne and the Kill's; and the heavens and the Earth and all that 
is in them and all that li es betwecn them, such as the angels, 
thc jinn and thc devi ls and he described the manller of Adam's 
creation ~. I-Ie recounted thc stories of the Prophets and the 
events that took place thcrein, up to Ihe timcs of the Chi ld ren 
o f Isra'cel and the Days of Ignorance, wh ich cnded with the 
advent o f the final Prophet, Muhammad ~. Theil he gave a 
deta iled description of his life and what happened after that, lip 
to the time in which he, li ved. He then wrote a separate vo lume 
ca lled An-N;lwyah FiI - FilCllI lVal-Malahilll (The Ending With 
Trials and G reat Battles). 

Furthennore, Allah inspired us to undertake the noble task of 
making thi s book easily access ible to both the students and the 
scho lars and then to translate it into several languages, by Allah 's 
Permiss ion. 

I suggested to my brother, Yoosuf AI-Hajj. the necess ity 
o f sUlllmari zing this book in a su itable manner, through the 
omiss ion o r unbenefic ial repetition, weak alwdeerh, lengthy 
poems, e tc. I am thankful to brother Yoosuf for assembling a 
team that consistcd of Abdul Malik Wadih, Abu Muslim AI­
Jaza' iri , Muwa fTeq Klmleel Hammad, and himself. Darussalam 
funded the cntire project, paying each team member for hi s 
contribution and work , A ner they completed thcir portion of 
the project, the work then went through numerous people in 
the Research Di vision of Darussalam, who met iculous ly wenl 
through the work, adding and subtracting mate rials. After th is, 
the projec t we nt through another round of editi ng o f the Arab ic 
material before it was sent to the translation department. The 
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translation was thcn checked for accuracy and thcn sent fo r 
editing, resu lt ing in the fina l project that you see before YOLI. A ll 
pra ise and thanks be to Allah for allowing us to produce such a 
classical work for the fi rst time in the Engli sh language. 

o A llah! Wc ask that You bless us with sincerity and success 
and that You spread goodness through our hands. 

'Abdul M'l lik M uj a hid. 
Jumadal-Oola 143 1 A.I-1. 



IlItfte N ame of A I/lift, tft e Most BencjiccJJl. tfte Mast Merciful 

I-Ie is thc SJ/(/ikh, the 11110111, the lIajiz, ' 1 maduclcJee ll Ab ul Fidn ' 
Isma'cel Ibn 'Ul11ar Ibn Kathccr Ibn Daw' Ibn Katheer Ibn 
Dir', origina lly A 1-8usrawi, then Ad-Dimashqi Ash-Shafi' i. 

Hc was born in MijdaJ, a villagc on thc outskirts of 8 usra , in 
the year 70 1 A.H ., where his father was a khaleeb. (I) 

In the ycar 706 A. 1-1 .. he moved 10 Damasc lls where he studicd 
Islamic Jurisprudence ((iqh) under Shaikh Burhanuddcen 
AI-Fazari and others. I-Ie married the daughter AI- Hafiz AI­
Mizzi and re ported many trad itions from him. I-Ie de livered 
fomlal legal verdicts, was a teacher and debated wi th othcr 
scholars. He was a leadi ng scholar of Islam ic Jurispmdellce, 
laf\'eef and Arab ic grammar, in addi tion to wh ich he applied 
himself ass iduously to the study of fijlll m and weaknesses or 

(I) Klltlleeb: The olle who del ivers Ihe Friday sennon (kill/ tbah) in Ihe 
mosque. 

(2 ) Rij'a/: Literally man: here it is used 10 refer to the narrators of alwd(!e/h. 
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discrepancies in alladeeili. 

He was appointed as head of UIll Ill As-Salih School and At­
Tankaziyyah School, after Adh-Dhahabi. 

Adh-Dhahabi refe rred to him in the explanatory notes of 
Tabaqal AI-HIIJJaz, and in AI-MlI'jom AI-Mtlkhlass he said: 
" He is a sound scholar of Is lam ic Jurisprudence, a ve rifi er of 
I/{Ideelh , a scholar of la/seer and a critic. He has written many 
bcneAc ial works." 

Among his written works are 

I. Al-Takllleel Fee Ma',.{jcltith-Thiqaf Wal-Majaheel (The 
Complete Book of Criticism and Praise and Knowledge of 
the Trustworthy Reporters and the Unknown Reporters). It 
combines Kitab Ift- Tahdheeb and AI-Meezal1 and consists 
ortive volumes. 

2. Jallli ' AI-Masal/eed /Vas-Sullan AI-Had; Li-Aqwom SWlml 
(The Combined Musllods and the SWUJII Which Guide to 
the Most Precious SlIIlOI/); this is sa id to be one of Ibn 
Katheer 's fines t works in the fi e ld of hadeelh and it is one 
of the last books that he wrote, though not the very last one. 
He died before completing it - may Allah have mercy on 
him. In it, he combined the l11uSJ1od~' of Imam Ahmad, AI­
Bazzar, Abu Ya ' ia and Ibn Abi Shaibah with the Six Books. 

Shaikh Muhammad Abdur-Razzaq Hamzah said in the 
introduction to the book A '-8a ';Ih A '-Hatheelh: 

His lineage, his birth, his te{lchers (1m/his upbringing II) : 

(1) Quo(ed from A/·Mall/wl A..\·-Saji W(I/-MlIstmm Ho'd AI-Waji by (he f<l-
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' I mad lldde~n Abul Fidn' bma'eel Ibn Ash-Shaikh Abu !-I afs 
Shihabuddeen . Umar - the kfrmeeb of his village - Ibn Kat heer 
Ibn Daw' Ibn Ka thcer Ibn Di r' AI-Qurashi, originally from AI­
Busrawi, then Ad-Dimashqi . 

His birth, his upbrillgillg ami his educatioll: 

He was born in Mijdal, n vill age on the outskirts of the city 
of Busra, to the ens! of Damascus. in the year 70 1 A. I-I . His 
fa the r was a klwleeb; he died in the year 705 A. I-I. , when Ibn 
Ka theer was just four years old. He was then brought li p by 
his brolher, Shaikh Abdul Wahhab, from whom he learned the 
fundamenta ls of Islam ic Juri sprudence. 

Then he moved to Damascus in the year 706 A. I-I ., w hen 
he was s ix years o ld. There he studied Is lamic Jurisprudence 
undcr the tutelage of Shaikh Burhanuddcen Ibraheem Ibn 
Abdur-Rahmnll AI-Fazari , bett er known as Ibn AI-Firkaah 
(d. 729 A. I-I .). In Damascus he learned fro lll 'Ecsa Ibn AI­
M ut'im and from Ahmad Ibn Abi Talib. better known as 
Ibn Ash-Shihnah and AI-I-Iaiiar, who livcd for more than a 
hundred years (d. 730 A. I-I .). He a lso learned fro m AI-Qasim 
Ibn ' Asak ir, f ll from Ibn Ash-Shccrazi, Ishaq Ibn Al-Amid i m 
and Muhammad Ibn Zarad. He a lso attended the lectures o f 
Shaikh Jamalllddccn Yoosuf Ibn Az-Zaki AI-Mizzi, the <Iu thor 
of Tahdheeb AI-Kamal and AlmfAI-Klllub As-Siltal!. who d ied 

mous historian, Abul tvjahasi n Jmnaluddeell Yoosuf Ibn Sai fuddeen. bet­
ler known as Ibn Tag hri Bardi AI-AIabki Az-Z:lhiri. th o.! author of AII­
NujoulI1 A:-Za},jmh Fee Akhbori Mis,. Wal-Qultim" (S 12-874 A. I-I.) 

(I) I-I e is Oaha'uddeen AI-Qasilll Ibn Mu:t_aOar Ibn 'Asakir. lie died in the 
year 723 1\.1-1. 

(2) I-Ie is Ishaq tbn Yahy:1 At-Amidi, Ihe Sha ikh of the Zahiri movement. lie 
died in the )'C:lr 725 A I-I. 
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in the year 724 A. H. He benefited great ly from his assoc iation 
with him and marr ied hi s daughter. I-Ie al so learnt and benefited 
greatl y from Shaikh AI-Islalll Taq iyuddeen Ibn Taimiyyah (d , 
728 A, I-I. ) with whom he kept company and whom he loved 
dea rl y. In addition , he studied under the Shaikh. the I/afiz and 
historian. Sha l11 suddeen Adh-Dlmhabi Mul wm11lad Ibn Ahmad 
Ibn Qayim<lz (d , 748 A. H.), In Egypt, he was endorsed by Abu 
Moosa AI -Qarafl , AI -Husain i, Abu l-Fath Ad-Dabboos i, ' Ali 
Ibn ' Umar A 1- Wani , Yoosuf A I-Khata ni and othe rs, 

A I-I lath Shamsuddeen Adh-Dhahabi said in AI-A lu·jal/l 
AI-Mukh faSs : "(He was) the 11110111 , the IIIIt/uuld;lll , the IIII!fti 
(de live rer of legal ve rdic ts) , the outstanding scholar o f Islamic 
Juri sprudence and la/veer: he wrote many va luable works"· 

AI-/-Iq{i:: Ibn i-I <ljar sa id in Ad-Dural' AI-Kaminah: " He worked 
on a/lOdeeth , stud ying the ir tex ts and their cha ins o f narrators 
and he had a phenomcl1<1l memory and was a g,!od-humored 
man:' During his life time, his written works spread throughout 
the lands and the people benefi ted from them after hi s death ." In 

As·Suyooti commented on th is, saying, " (H e was) a reliable 
source of ahadeeth knowledge, o fthe i r aut hentic il y or weakness. 
o f the va rious sources {i·om which they were reported and of 
thei r ,-(ial and their strength or weakness .. . " 

The re nowncd historia n, Abul -Mahasin Jamaluddeen Yoosuf 
Ibn Sai fuddcen, better known as Ibn Taghri Bardi AI-Hanali 
sa id in hi s book AI-Mwi/wl As-Sofi JIIal.MustCllvjcl Bo'd 11 1-

Wqli; "(I-Ie was) the Shaikh, the 1111(1111, the 1110s1 erudi te. 
'Imaduddecn Abul-Fida' ... hc was constuntly occupied and 
tireless in writing, compiling. ca tegoriz ing, studying, narrating 
aJwdeefh and authoring. He possessed huge knowledge of 

( I ) Sec: Ad· DillYII' AI-KlIlII;lIah Fee A '\"(/1/ AI-Mi"oh 11111-T/wl/I;II(lh ( 1/2 18). 
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/wdeelh, la/seer, Islamic Juri sprudence, Arabic language and 
other subjec ts. He delivered legal verdicts and he cont inued to 
study until he died." 

I-Ie was renowned for his ability to correct and revise and he 
was acknowledged as a leading historian, scholar or Iwdeelll 
and uifseer and it was he who sa id, 
'The days pass liS by. olle after allolhel: 
Ollly driving 01110 the appointed times. while the eye watches, 
Alld ,hal YOlllh which has galle wil/nel'er re/llm, 
While this irrifCllil1g old age remain". " 

His Students: 

The number of studen ts who heard from Ibn Katheer and 
reported from him is great; they include AI-Hafiz 'A lauddeen 
Ibn I-l ijji Ash-Shafi ' i - Ill ay AII 'lh have mercy on him - who 
said of him : " He had memorized more Iwe/eelll texts than 
any other scholar of our acquain tance and he waS the most 
knowledgeable of them regarding the authenti ca ti on and 
d isparagement ofm:Jfrations and their rijal. His contemporaries 
and his teachers a ll acknowledged thi s. Every time I me t him I 
gained some benefit from him." 

Ibn AI-' Imad AI- Hanbali said in his book, 'Slwdlw/"{/t Adh­
DalUlb Fee Akllbari M(1/1 Dlwlwb: "(He was) the great Hafiz, 
' Imaduddeen; he memorized At-Taubeeh and presented it in 
the year 7 18 A. I-I. and he memori zed Mllklltasar Ibll A/· I·lajib. 
He had a phenomenal mcmory and se ldom forgot anyth ing. He 
had good understanding and was a scholar of Arabic language 
who wrote average poe try." Ibn Habeeb said o r him: " He 
heard (from the scholars), he collected and authored and he 
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delighted the cars o flli s listeners with his words, I-Ie taught and 
he benefited (his li stencrs) and the pages of his legal verd icts 
spread throughout the lands and he became famous for hi s 
accuracy and his writing .md edit ing skill s," 

His Writings, Including Detailed Works and 
Brief Treatises 

I, Tt~f~·eer AI-Qllr 'an AI-'Azeem (Explanation o f the Noble 
Qur ' an), (1) which is one of his most important works, It 
is considered to be one of the best books o r taf \'eer whose 
au thor depended primaril y for the interpretation o r the 
Verses or the Noble Book 0 11 the alwdeetli of the Messenger 
o f Allah (sail Allallll 'alaiM wa a/ilii wa sallalll), It was 
ordained by Allah that thi s grea t vo lume should becomc 
accepted and spread throughou t the Muslim lands. 

2, AI-Sic/ayah Wan-Nihayah (The Beginn ing and the End): 
This is a highly estimable book and scholars through the 
limes have benefited fro 111 it and it has passed through the 
hands of researchers in every corner o f the la rge Islamic 
world. In it he spoke o f Earthly affairs, beginning with 
the start of creation, touching on the li ves of the Prophets 
(alaihimllss-salalll was-salam) and speaking in depth and 
at grea t length about the life story of the Messenger o f Allah 
(sail Alla/1II 'a/aihi Il'a aliM wa sallam ) and reco rding in 
beneficial depth the period Ihat followed the Prophet's life. 
from the era o f the rightl y-guided Cal iphs and endi ng in the 
year 767 A.I-I. , with a description of the trial s that would 
appear before the Hour, 

( I) Popularly known as T(lf~eer 1/)11 Kmheer. 
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3. At-Takllleel J\tfa'ri/a1i Ath-Thiqat IVal-Alfajaheel (The 
Comp le te Book o f Cril icism and Praise, and Knowledge 
of lhe Trus tworthy Reporte rs and the Unknow il Repo rters) . 
There is a version or it in Dar Al-Kulub A l-Misriyyah, 
No. 24227, which is in Iwo vo lumes, but it is incomplete. 
( II comb ines Kila/) Ar-Tahdheeb and AI-Meezal1, which 
consists offivc vo lumes). 

4. Jallli' AI-Masaneed Was-SII/ um AI-I-Iadi Li-Aqwol/I Sl/iUI/1 
(The Combined Musl1ad\· and the SIIIIOII Wh ich Guide to 

the Mosl Preciolls S/II/OI/); Ihis is said 10 be one of Ibn 

Katheer 's fi nes t works in the fi e ld of" fweleetll and it is one 
or lhe lasl books that he wrote, though nol the very las t one. 

He died before comp leting it - may A llah have mercy on 
him. In iI, he combined the IIIIIS/Wc/S of Imam Ahmad, AI­
Bazza r, Abu Ya'la and Ibn Abi Shaibah with the Six Books. 
''I 

5. TabaqOl Ash-ShaJi'iy)'ah (The Levels orthe Shan'; Scholars). 
A n evenhanded es tima tion orthe Shafi ' i scholars, including 
a description of the v irtues of' Imam Ash-Slwfi'i. 

6. Takhreej Ahadeelh Adillah AI-7t:lllbeeh Fee Fiqh Ash­
Shaji'~'lyah (Takhreej of the Alladeelh or "Adillah ;1(­

lClllbeeh" in Shafi'i Jurisprudence). 

7. Takhreej Ahadeelh MukJlfasar Ibll AI-f·lajib (Takhreej or 
the Ahadeeth in Ihe original ve rsion of Mukllfasar Ibl1 AI­
I-Iajib); this was published recently with an authentication 
by AI-Kubaisi and published in Makkah. 

8. Sfwrh Saheeh AI-Bukfwri (Exp lanation of Saheeh A/­
Bllklwri); unfortunately, it is incomplete. 

( J ) The Si ,,, Books: Solwell Aj.IJIlk/wri. SaheelJ MI/slim. SIIIIWI ,.,hi /)UlI'OOC/, 

5111/(111 ;/f-Tirmidhi. SIIII{III 11m Mojal! and 51111(111 All-Nasa 'i. 
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9. AI-Ahkalll AI-KI/bra (The Major Rul ings); sadly, he did 110t 
complete it , reachi ng as f~l r as the topic of J-/qy. 

10. Iklllisar 'UloulII AI-I-Iadeeth (An Abbrevia ted Book on the 
Sc ience of I-Iadeeth); it was published in Makkah in the year 
1358 A. I-I. , with an authen tication by Shaikh Muhammad 
. Abdur-Razzaq HanlZah and an explanation by Sha ikh 
Ahmad Shakir and it was printed ill Cairo in the year 1355 
A. H. AI-I-Iafiz Ibn 1-1 ajar AI-'AsqaJan i said of it, "'It contains 
many benefi ts:' 

I I. Ml/sl1ad Ash-Slwiklwill (Mllsnad of the Two Shaikh\' - i.e. 
Abu Bakr and 'Umar - may Allah be pleased with them 
both). 

12 & 13. As-Seerah AII-Nabawiyyah (Biognlphy of the Prophet 
~) - a full vers ion and a summarised one. He mentioned it 
in his Tafseer, in the explana tion of Saara" AI-Ahzab, in the 
story of the Battle or the Trench. The summarised vcrsion 
was printed in Egypt in the year 1358 A. H. <I nd was entitled 
AI-FI/sool Fikhlisar Seerah Ar-Rasoal (Sulllmari sed 
Chapters of the Biography of the Messenger ~) . 

14. AI-Mllqaddimal Fee Usaal AI-Fiq" ( Introductions to 
the Science of Usoal AI-Fiqh [the Principles of Islamic 
Jurisprudence)). It was referred to in the summary of 
Muqaddimah 11m As-Salah. 

15. Mllklnasar Kilab AI-Madklwl IIa Kilab As·Sllllall Lil­
Baihaqi (Abbreviation of The Introduct ion to the Book of 
the SII/1(I1/ by AI-Baihaq i). 

16. Risalah Fi/-Jihad (A Treat ise on Jihad), which is ava ilablc 
in prin!. 
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His Death 

The author of AI-Mail/wI As-Saji said: " He died on Thursday, 
the 26111 of Sha ' ban, in the yea r 747 A. H., aged seventy-four 
years. " 

AI-Hafiz Ibn i-Iajar said: " He had become blind in the latter 
yea rs of his li fe, may Allah have mercy on him and be pleased 
with him." 



The Shaikh, the Imam, the scholar, the most erudi te, Abul 
Fida' ' Imaduddeen Isma'ee l - may Allah have mercy on hilll ­
sa id : "A ll pra ise and thanks be to Allah, the First and the Last , 
IIz-ZaMr, AI-Balin, Who has complete knowledge of all things. 
He is the Firs t, because there was nothing before Him and He 
is the Last, because there wi ll be noth ing a ft er Hi m. He is Az­
Zalli,., because there is nothing above Him and He is AI-Balin, 
because there is nothing below Him. He is the Eternal, Who is 
cont inuously and pennanently present with all of His perfect 
and complete Attributes, fo rever, without end and without 
interrup tion. He is Aware of even the crawling o f a black ant 
on a solid rock on a da rk nigh t, and He knows the exact number 
of the grains of sand. He is the Sublime, the Greates t, Who 
crented everything and ordered them in due proportions. He 
erected the heavens without any supports and adorned them 
with the shining heavenly bod ies and He placed therein a lamp 
(the sun) and a lumi nous mOOI1. Above them He created an 
elevated seat, which is wide, domed and circular and that is the 
Mighty Throne, which has legs borne by noble ange ls known 
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as the KaroobiyJ'ooll (I) - may the Bless ings and Peacc of Allah 
be upon them al l. They sing Allah's praises and glori fy Ili l11 . 
Likewi se, a ll corners o f the heavens arc filled with angels 
nne! every day se"enty thousand of them arrive in AI-l3ail Al­
Ma ·/lloor m in the Seventh I-leaven. When they leave it alie r 
completing the ir saying fa ilaha ilfalfall, pwise. glorificat ion, 
praye rs and gree ti ngs etc .. they never return to it (bu t always a 
fresh ba lch comes). He placed in the Earth ri vers and streams 
for the animals and I-Ie placed thcrein tall mountains and 
blessed them, and provided nourishment of every ki nd lor 
mank ind and their li ves tock both in summcr and in win ter. 

He began the c rea tion of man from clay and l ie made his 
offspr ing fro m his semen. composed of worthless walcr, in a 
sa fe lodging (womb). Thcnl-Ic filsilioncd him in due proport ion, 
and breathed into him the soul (crea ted by Allah for Ihnt person). 
and He gave him hearing (ca rs). sight (eyes) and hearts. afte r 
he had been nothing to be mentioned and He honored him with 
knowledge and teach ings. I-Ie crea ted Adam ~, the father o f 
the nwnkind, fashioned his body and brea thed into it I-lis Spirit. 
I-Ie made the angels prostrate before him and created fro m him 
his spouse, Evc_ the mother of thc mankind for hi s company. l ie 
plnced them in I-li s Paradise and showered His Bless ings upon 
them, Theil , in I-li s Wisdo m, lie sent them down to the Earth 
and I-Ie produced from them numerous men and women and in 
His infinite Wisdom. He made some of them ki ngs and others 
subjects, some of Ihel11 poor and some of them wea lthy. some 
of them frce and some of them slaves. He made them reside 
in a ll corners of Ihe Earth , throughout the length and breadt h 
of it. He made Ih~111 in generations, succeeding one ano ther 

(1) Kmvobi)),oon: The most exalted among the angels. 

(2) AI-fJo;1 AI-'\/o'/IIOo,,: The hOilse in the Sevenlh Hcavcn where Ihe angels 
congregate dai ly ttl olTer pmycrs. 
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until the Dny o f Reckoning, when they will be presentcd to 
their Lord. the All-knowing. Most Wise. He blessed them with 
ri vcrs in a ll the lands. These ri vc rs vnricd from la rge to small , 
accord ing to the needs of the people. I-Ie c<l lIsed springs and 
we ll s to flo w 1'0 1' them. He sent them rainclouds and brought 
fo rth for them all manner o f plants and fruit s and gave them 
all that they requested: ( And if you count the blessings o f 
A llah. never will be able to count them. Veri ly. man is indeed 
an ex treme wrongdoer, .1 disbeliever (an ex tra ingra te who 
denies Allah's Bless ings by di sbclieC .md by worshipp ing 
others bes ides Allah, and by di sobeying Allah and I li s Prophet 
Muhammad. He gave you of all that you asked lo r. ) (SooI'Q1I 
Ibraileelll 14:34). G lorified be He, the Most Generous. the 
Sclf·SufTie icnt, Most Forbeari ng. One o f the greatest bless ings 
which He bestowed upon them - after He c rea ted them, gave 
them provision, made the path easy for thcm and gave them 
speech - was thai He sent Messengers to Ihem .md revea led 10 

them Scriptures which made c lear what He had made lawful 
and wha t He had made unlawfu l, His com munica tions, His 
Ru lings and deta il s of everything from the begi nning un til the 
retuJ'1l to A llah on the Day of Resurrec tion. The happy man 
is the one who believes in these communicat ions and subm its 
to them and complies wi th His Commands and ex tols His 
Prohibit ions. Such a person succeeds in attai ning eternal bliss 
and wi ll avoid thc abode of the rejec te rs in I-Ie ll. where ..1:­
Zaqqoolll (I) is located, along with hallleem m and a painful 
punishment . 

1 praise Him abundantly with pure and blessed praises, fil ling 
the expanses of the Earth and the heavens for a ll time until the 

(1 ) A:-Zaf/f/oom: A bi uer Iree in Hell . which has a bad smell and whose fmil 
i ~ the food of the inhabitants of Ihe Fire. 

(2) /lfllllcelll: A boiling hoI drink givclIlo Ihe inhabitants oflhe Fire. 
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Day of Resurrec tion, as befit s His Great Majesty, His Eterna l 
Dominion and His Beneficent Countenance. I bear witness 
that none is worthy of worship except Allah, Alone, witho ut 
partners, wi thout offspring. without any fema le companion. 
without peer, without minister, without adv iser, without equa l. 
without rival and without sharer. I bear witness that Muhammad 
is His slave and I-li s Messenger, His beloved. His Klla/ee/, (H 

A/-Musta/a, 12J o f Arab orig in, the Seal of the Prophe ts, who has 
been given the grea t Hau'd (3) of sweet water and who will be 
pennitted by Allah to intercede on behalf oflhe Muslims on the 
Day of Resurrecti on. He wi ll ho ld the banner which Allah will 
send to A/-Maqam A/-Mahmood, (4) a banner under which a ll of 
mankind wi ll desi re to ga ther, evcn Allah's Kila/ee/, Ibrahecm 
- may Allah 's Bless ings and Peace be upon him and all o f hi s 
brothers among the Prophets and Messengers and may He 
be well pleased with all of his esteemed, noble and exce llent 
Companions, who are the best o f all people after the Prophets. 

in this book, I will record - with Allah's Help and Guidance 
- what A lIah, by I-li s St rength and Power, makcs easy for me 
o f the beginning of all crea ted things, such as the creation of 
the Throne and the Kllrsi, (5) the heavens and the Earth and all 
that is in them and what lies between thcm, such as the angels, 
thc jinn and the devi ls, how Adam ~ was created, the sto ries 
of the Prophets and the events that surrounded them, up to the 

( I ) .'~/llIleel: Friend. loved one. 

(2) AI-Musta/a: The Chosen One. 

(3) AI-Hall'd: A vast pool or lake given to the Prophet . by Allah. The Believ­
ers wi ll drink rrom it on the Day o r Resurrcction. aficr which they will 
never recl thi rs t). 

(4) III-A!a!fal/l 1I/- ,\/(/lIl11ood: The Exalted Stmion_ 

(5) Kllrsi: Foot-slOol. 
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times of the Children of Isra'eel and the Jal/iliyyah, (I) which 
ended with the coming of our Prophet, Muhammad ~. We will 
give deta il s of his life story, as appropriate, thereby healing 
hearts , quench ing th irsts and ban ishing the ill s of the sick. Then 
we will report the events which fo llowed that , up to the present 
time. We wi ll speak of the trials, the battles and the Signs of 
the Hour. Then we wi ll describe the Sending Forth and the 
Gathering, the ten'ors of the Resurrection and its description, 
including what will occur on tha t Day. Then we will descri be 
the Fire and after that, the Gardens (of Paradise), the good 
th ings therein and other matters rela ti ng to this. We will also 
mention what has been sa id regarding this in the Qur 'an, the 
SIIIlI1a/J, and the traditions accepted by the scho lars. 

We shall no t mention the ' sra 'eeliyyal m except wha t is 
penll iss ible according to Islamic Law, i.e. , which does not 
contradict the Book of Allah or the SUI/noll of His Messenger 
~. Such narrations <I re neither be lieved in nor rejected and we 
will only mention those which contain detai ls where a ll we 
have is summary or names where our narrations do not supply 
them, due to there being no benefit for us in providing them. 
And we only mention them for the purpose of embellishment, 
not with the illlention of citi ng them as evidence or relying 
upon them. We only depend upon and have confidence in the 
Book of Allah and the authentic and sound narrations from the 
SWlllah of His Messenger 3€i . As for those narrations in which 
there are some weaknesses, we have identified them. Allah is 
the One from Whom we seek aid and upon Whom we depend 
and there is no strength and 11 0 power except with Allah, the 
Almighty, the MOSl Wise, the Mostl-ligh, the Grea t. Allah says 

( I ) jul/iIi),),(I": Days of tgnorance. 

(2) Ism 'ee/iy)'m: Earty litcraturc of various typcs a!lributcd by Muslim 
scholars to Jcwish and Christian sources. 



in His Book, ( Thus We rc latc to you (0 Muhammad) somc 
information or what happened before. And indeed We have 
given YOli From Us a Reminder (this Qur 'an) ) (Som'oll Ta}-fa 
20:99). And Allah has recounted to His Prophet ~ informat ion 
from the past concerning the creat ion of al l things and He has 
mentioned the previous nations and what I-Ie did to His Aw/iya ' 
and what He caused to befall His enemies. The Messenger 
of Allah ~ conveyed all of this clearly to his people and in 
each chapter, we shall narrate what has come to us fr0111 him 
~ following the relevan t Qur 'anic Verses. He in fanned us of 
what we need to know inlhi s regard and ignored matters of no 
benefit. We will only mention a few of such things in brief and 
we shall point out what is tntC in them and accords with our 
information and wha tever contradic ts that , we shall hold to be 
rejected. 

As for the hadeerh narrated by AI-Bukhari in his Saheeh, on 
the authori ty of 'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr Ibn AI - 'As ~, in which it 
is stated that he said: The Messenger of Allah j:!; said, "Convey 
from me even a single Verse. You may re late from the Children 
of Isra'eel without objection. (Relate from me and do not tell 
lies about m~). If anyone deliberately te ll s a li e aga inst me 
let him prepare his seat in the Hell fire." (I) This refers to the 
Ism 'eeliyyal on whose au then ti city we offer no opinion, for 
we have nothing with which to con finn or refute them. So it 
is permiss ible to relate them for the purpose of refl ec tion and 
contemplation and that is what we have done in this book. As 
for those narrations whose authenticity is confinlled by our 
sources, there is no need to relate them, since we may suffice 
ourselves with what we have (in the Qur 'an and SUl1nah). As for 
those narrations whose falsehood is estab lished by our sources, 
they are rejec ted and it is not penlli ss iblc to relate them, unless 

(I) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (346 1). See also Al-Mllsnad (3 /46). 
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.~----~------------------~. ~~/~~. 
it is with the intent ion of pointing out that they arc false and 
rejected. And since Allah - all praise and thanks be to Him 
- has sufficed us with His Messenger, Muhammad, aga inst 
the need to avail ourselves of all other sources and with His 
Book agai nst the necessity of referring to all other Scriptures, 
we will not resort to what is in their hands for information, 
when we know that it contains confusion, mixed-up facts, lies, 
fabrications, distortions and substitutions and in add ition to all 
thaI, deletions and a lterations. 

That which we require has been made clear to tiS by our 
Messenger, and he has explained it and elucidated it - some 
know it, wh ile others arc ignorant of it - as • Ali Ibn Abi Talib 
4 said: ''The Book of Allah contains information abou t what 
occurred before you and tidings about what wi ll occur afler 
you and mlings on what lakes p lace among you; and it is 
true, not a Ihing 10 be taken lightly. Ifany tyrant or oppressor 
who abandons it, Allah will destroy him and if anyone seeks 
guidance from <Illy other source, Allah will cause him to go 
astray." (I) And Abu Dharr .;. said: " When the Messenger of 
Allah 315 died , no bird flapped its wings in flight except that he 
had taught us some knowledge about it." (2) 

AI-Bukhari said in the Book of the Beginni ng of e re at ion: It 
was reported on the authority o f Tariq Ibn Sh ihab that he said: 
I heard ' Umar Ibn AI-Khattab ~ saying, "The Messenger of 
Allah ~ stood up among us for a long period and infonned us 
about the beginning of creation (and talked abou t everyth ing in 
detail) till he mentioned how the people of Paradise wi ll enter 
their places and the people ofl-le ll wi ll ente r the ir places. Some 

(I) This is a weak Iwdceth narrnlcd by At·7irmidhi (2906) and by Ahmad 
(706). 

(2) This is an ;!ulhcrllic Iwdcetll n3rrnlcd by Ahmad (20854). 
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remembered what he had sa id , and some forgot il. '· (I) 

Imam Ahmad Ibn I-Ianbal reponed in his Mllsnad, on the 
aUlhorilyofAbu Za id AI-Ansari ~ that he said: "The Messenger 
of A llah ~ led LIS in the Fajr prayer. then he ascended the pulpit 
and he del ivered a sermon to liS until midday, then he descended 
and offered the ZullI" prayer. Then he ascended the pulpit once 
again and delivered a sermon to liS until it was li me for the 
';Is ,. praye r. Then he descended and offered the 'Asl" prayer. 
After tha t, he ascended the pulpit once more and delivered a 
sermon to li S which lasted lIntil the sun set. In these sermons, 
he spoke to us about what had been, what was (a t thai time) and 
wha t would be (in the future) and the mosl knowledgeab le of 
us ( regardi ng these things) was the one w ith the bcst mcmory." 
(2) Muslim also recorded it in hi s Saheeh, w ith a diITerent 
chain. narrating on the authori ty ofVa'qoob Ibn Ibraheem Ad­
Dawraqi and l-lajjaj Ibn Ash-Sha ' ir, who both reported on the 
authori ty of Abu ' As im Ad-Dahhak Ibn Makhlad An-Nabeel, 
who reported on the authorit y o f ' Azrah, who in turn reponed 
on the authori ty of ' 1Iba', who in turn reported on the au thority 
of 'Amr Ibn Akhtab Ibn Rfa'ah A I-A nsari 4 , who reported it 
from the Prophet ~i , (3) 

Imam Ahmad reported on the authority of Abu Sa'eed A I­
Khudri Iha l he sa id: "The Messenger of Allah :101 de livered a 
sennOIl to liS after the 'Asl" prayer which lasted unlil sunset. 
Some o f us remembered it and o the rs forgot it." 'A ffan said: 
" l-Ial11ll1ad said: To the best of my recollection, he said: (i t was 
about) the events that wou ld take place lip until the Day of 
Resurrection." Then he praised and thanked A llah and sa id , 

( I) Narr.lIl'd by AI ·Bukhari (3192). 

(2) This is an [lUthcnlic Iweleelll narrated by Ahmad (22381 ). 

(3) Narrated by i\'lusli m (2892). 

, 
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"Veri ly, the life of thi s world is green and beautiful , and Allah 
made you dwell in it generat ion afte r genera tion so tha t He 
sees what you will do. Therefore, beware of the li fe of this 
world and beware of women." Then he reponed the rest of the 
se rmon and he sa id: Then whcn it was sunse t, he sa id, "Verily, 
the likeness of what remai ns of the life of thi s world, compared 
to what has passcd of it , is as the likeness of what remains of 
this day, compared to wha t has passed of it." tI ) 

Then Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority of Abu Sa'eed 
AI·Khudri 4> that the Messcnger of Allah ~ led LI S in the 'Asr 
prayer one day and then he stood up and delivered a se rmon 
10 us which lasted until sunset; during thi s se rmon, he did not 
neglect to mention anything o r the events which wil l occur up 
un til the Day o f Resurrect ion. Some of us mcmorized it and 
others forgot it. One of the things that he said was, "0 people! 
Veri ly, the life of thi s world is green and beautiful and ve ril y, 
Allah has made you dwe ll in it genera tion after generation so 
that I-Ie sees what you will do. Therefore, beware of the life 
of thi s world and beware of women," Then he reported the 
rest of the sermon and he said, ''Then as the sun was abollt 
to sc t, he said, "Veri ly, what remains of the life of this world, 
in comparison with what has already passed of it is like what 
remains of thi s day, in compari son with what has a lready passed 
ofit."(2) This is what has been recorded and Al lah knows belter. 

( t) This is :l WI!;Jk Iwdeclh T13rralCd by Ahmad (10759). 

(2) This is a weak hadeetll narrated by Ahmad (1 1193); in its chain of nar­
r:IlOrs is one' Ali Ibn Zaid Ibn Jud'an. of whom Ahmad and Ibn Ma'cell 
said. "He is not strong (i.c., he is weak):' 
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A De.;ojttr,:/t/u CI'cr{hrl7de 

7f:MC/ ti; ~/:'-l~ Ai'-.Lu(r{ tt; 

Chapter On The Words of Allah, Most High: 
(Allah is the Creator of all tllings ... ) 

A llah, the Most High, says inl-Jis Noble Book: ( A llah is the 
Creator of all things and I-Ie is the Wakeel (Trustee, Di sposer 
of affa irs, Guard ian , etc.) over all things ) (Soorah Az-Zul1Ior 
39: 62). So everything besides Allah was created by Him, is 
under His Dominion and His Disposal, and was brought into 
being, having previously not ex isted. 

The Throne, which is the ce ili ng of all created th ings, including 
everything that lies beneath the Earth and all that ex ists between 
it and the Throne - whether an imate or inanimate - all of it 
is His Crea tion, His Kingdom, His slaves and all arc under 
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I-lis Subjugation and His Power and they are subject to His 
Disposal and His Will. ( He it is \Vhu crc.lted the heaven s 
and the Ea rlh in six days a nd then rose (is/mjla) over the 
T hrone, He knows wlHlt goes in to the Eart h and what 
comes fort h from it, and whal descends from the heavcn 
~H1d what ascends therclo. A nd 1·lc is wit h you whcrcsocvc l' 
you m ay be, And Allah is the AII-Sceing of what Y0 1l do. ) 
(SoO/-ail AI-Nadeed 57:4)_ 

The scholars of Islam, without exception, are in eompletc 
agrcement - and no Muslim has the slightest doubt of this -
that Allah c rc~lIed the heavens and the Earth and all that lies 
between thcm in six days, as proven by the Noble Qur 'an. But 
they differed as to whether thesc days arc like Earth ly days, 
or whcther each day is equiva lcnt to a thousand years of what 
you reckon. (I) In thi s mattcr, the scholars arc di vided into two 
camps, as we have made clear in the tafseer of this Verse and 
we shall explain this in the re levant place. 

They also differed regarding the ques tion of whether or not 
there existed any creation before the fonna tion of the heavens 
and the Earth. Some groups among the rationalist theologians 
supported the idea that nOlhing existed before them and that 
they were created from absolute nothingness. Others said that 
no. before the creation of the heavens and the Earth the re were 
other creations; and they based this clai m on the Words of Allah, 
Most Hi!!h, ( And He it is \ -V ho has cre~lled the heavens and 
the Eart h in s ix d~lyS and 1·lis T hrone was over the w:l tcr. 
) (SoO/'all !-Iood 11 :7). In the Imelee/It narrated by ' Imran Ibn 
Husain it was stated that "Nothing existed before Allah and His 
Throne was over the water. He wrote everything in the Tablet. 

(I ) Sec Sovrtlh AI-I/ajj 22:47. 
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then He created the heavens and the Earth." (I) 

These people di sagreed regarding wh ich of them was created 
fi rst: 

Some said that the Pcn was created before a ll of these things 
and this was the pre ferred view of Ibn Jaree r At-Tabari , Ibn 
AI-Jawzi and others. Ibn Jareer said: "A fler the Pen, the fine 
clouds, and after it, the Throne." They cited as proof for this 
Ihe fwdeelh narrated by Imam Ahmad, Abu Oawood and At­
Tirmidhi , on the au thority of ' Ubadah Ibn As-Samit -to, who 
said: The Messenger of Allah ~ said, "The first thing that 
Allah created was the Pen, then I-Ie said to it , ' Write. ' In that 
very hour all that was to occur (was written) up to the Day 
o f Resurrection." (l) This is the wording of Ahmad 's na rration 
and At-Tinnidhi said of the /wdeeth , "(I t is) /wsGIl-saheeh­
ghareeb. " 

The opinion of the majority of scholars. according 10 what 
has been Iransmiu(:d by AI-Hafiz Abu l-' Ala ' AI-Hamdani and 
others, is that the Throne was created before that and this is wha t 
was narrated by Ibn Jareer (J) via Ad-Dahhak, on the authority 
of Ibn ' Abbas .1;c, as provcn by the hadeeth narrated by Muslim 
in hi s Saheeh, in which it W,IS reported on the autho rity of 
'Abdullah Ibn 'A mr Ibn AI-'As ~ that he sa id : I heard the 
Messenger of Allah ~ say, "A llah ordained the measures of 
the creation fifty thousand years before He created the heavens 
and the Earth - while I-l is Throne was over the waler." (~ ) They 

(I ) The takhreej ha!> already becn givcn. 

(2) This hadeeth has been narrated mnhcntieally due to other supporting 
narrations (salwell liglwirilli); il WIIS narrated by Ahmad in his MII.wwd 
(22705). 

(3) Narrated by Ibn Jarcer in hi s Tared" ( 1/39). 

(4) Narrated by Muslim in the lJook uf AI-Qadar, in Ihe Chapter: The Ex-



39 A f)l'.w:riplion o(lh(' erea/ion oflhe TIIIVIIC, Ihe 
.~--~--~--------~------------~~~~' --~, 
said that thi s IOqdeer was His writing of the measures with the 
Pell . This hadeel" proves that thi s took place after the creation 
or the Thronc, so it is confirmed thalthc crea tion of the Throne 
preceded that of the Pen, with whieh the measures were 
written - and thi s is the opinion o f the majority of scho lars. 
The J/Cideefh o r the Pen mtlst therefore be understood to mean 
that it was the first o f the crea ted things in thi s world and thi s 
is supported by the narration of AI-Bukhari, on the authority of 
' Inlnlll Ibn Husain ..& tha t he said: The people ofYcl11cn sa id to 
the Messcngcr of AlIah ;t::;, "Wc have come to you to leam the 
Reli gion and to ask you abou t the beginning o f this universe." 
The Prophet ~ said: "There was Allah and nothing el se before 
I-lim .. ." II) In another narration, he said , "There was nothing 
else w ith Him ... " (2) In a narration transmitted e lsewhere, it 
was reported that he said , " I-li s Throne was over the water and 
He wrote everyt hing in the Record : and I-Ie created the heavens 
and the Earth." (3) In another ve rsion, it was reportcd Ihal he 
said. "Then He created the heavens and the Earth." \~ l They 
asked him about the beg inning o f the creation or the heavens 
and the Earth and that ;s why they sa id: " We have come to 
you ... to ask you about the beginning of thi s uni ve rse." So he 
answered only what they had asked, which is why he did not 
inform them about the c rea tion of til e Thronc. 

Sectioll Regardillg What Has Beell Said 
COllcel'lling the Descriptioll of the Creatioll of 

change of Arguments Between Adam and Moosa (Peace Ik Upon Them). 

(I) Narrated by A l-Bukhari. in the lJook oj Ihe Ollel1e.u. UlliIIIlCIIC!SS oj Allllh 
(741 8). 

(2) I ha\'c not found this wording in Al·Buklmri's Sahech or anywhere else. 

(3) The IIIkhrecj for this lit/dee/it has already been given. 

(4) The wk/lI7'ej for this Imdee/II has already bcen givcn. 
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the Throne and the Kursi 

Allah, Most High, says, 

( O wner o f high ranks and degrees, the Owner of the Throne) 
(SoO/'ail Glwfir 40: 15) 

I-Ie , Most 1-1 igh, says, 

( So Exa lted be Allah, the True King, La ilaha ilia Hilwa 

(none has the right to be worshipped but He), the Lord o f the 
Supreme Throne ! ) (5001'011 AI-Mil 'minooll 23: 11 6) 

I-I e, Most High, says, 

( Allah, La iloilO ilia H lIIl'a (none has the right to be worshi pped 
but I-I e), the Lord of the Supreme Throne! ) (Soorah All-Nand 
27:26) 

I-I e, Most High, says, 

( And He is Oft-Forgiving, full orlove (toward the pious who 
arc real tme belie"ers in Islamic Monotheism) , Owner o f the 
Throne, the G lorious) (Soorall AI-BII/vo) 85: 14, 15) 

He, Most High, says, 

( The Most Benefi cent (A llah) I S / lIl1'lI (rose over) the (M ighty) 
Throne (in a manner that sui ts His Majesty ) ) (Soorall To fla 
20:5) 

He, Most High, says in a number of Verses of the Qur'an, 

( And then He /S101l'0 (rose over) the Throne (rea ll y in a 
manne r that suits I li s Majesty) (SoOl'all AI-A '1'0/7 :54) 

( Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those 
around it glorify the praises o f the ir Lord, and be lieve in I-lim, 
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and ask forgiveness for those who be lieve (in the O neness 
of A llah) (saying). "Our Lord ! You comprehend all things in 
mercy and knowledge " ." ) (SoO/'ah Ghajir 40:7) 

I-Ie, Most High, says, 

( And eight angels wi l! , tha t day, bear the Thro ne of yo ur Lord 
above them ) (Soorah A/-/-/aqqah 69: 17) 

He, Most High, says, 

f And you wil! sec the angels surrounding the Throne (of 
Allah) from a ll round, g lorify ing the praises of their Lord 
(A llah) , And they (a ll the creatures) will be j udged with tru th, 
and it will be said , "All prai ses and thanks be to Allah, the Lord 
o f the 'A/all/eel! (mankind, j inll and allthilt ex ists)," ) (Soorah 
Az-Zlllllar 39:75) 

In the suppl ication aga inst di stress narrated in an authentic 
//(Ideelh, it was sa id: "None has the ri ght to be worshipped 
except Allah, the Great, the Most Forbearing. None has the 
righ t to be worsh ipped except Allah, the Lord o f the Noble 
Throne, None has the right to be worshipped except Allah , the 
Lord of the heavens and the Lord of the Earth, the Lord of the 
Noble Throne." ( 1) 

It has been establi shed in an au thentic hadee/II in Sallee" A/­
Bukhari from the Messenger of Allah 3i5 that he said: "When 
you ask Allah for Paradise, ask for AI-Firdalls, because it is the 
highest and best place in Paradise and above it is the Throne of 
the Mos t Benefi cent." \2) 

(t) Narrated by AI-Bukhari in the Hook ()jllll'o('(llioll.l' (6346) and by Muslim 
(2730). 

(2 ) This is an excerpt from a /wdeelll narrated by Al-Bukhari, on the authority 
of Abu I lurair.th ~, in/he Book oj ii/wd lIlId ,\Iililm), Erpediliolls (2790), 
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It has a lso becn rcported in one tradition that "The inhabi tants 
of AI-Firdaws li sten to the groaning o f the Throne and it is its 
glorifi ca tion and ex tolling of Allah ." (1) And that can only mean 
that they arc near 10 it. 

It has a lso been authentically reported that thc Mcssenger of 
A llah :1'i sa id: "The Throne of thc Most Bencficc l1l shook due 
to the dcath ofSa' d Ibn MU'<1dh." m 

AI-Hafiz Ibn AI· I-Iafiz Muhammad Ibn 'Uth man Ibn Abi 
Shai bah wrote in hi s book "The Descriplioll o.(lhe Throne ' on 
the autho rity of one o f the Sa/a! 01 "The Throne was c reated 
from a red ruby and the distancc betwcen its two sides would 
take fifly thousand years to traverse." We mentioned when 
citing the Words o f A llah , Most High, ( The angels and the 
Rooh (J ibraeIlGabri c l) ascend to llim in n day the measure 
\\ hereof is fi fly thousand yea rs ) (Sooralllll-Ma 'arij 70:4) that 
the di stance between the Throne and the seventh Earth would 
take fifty thousand years to traverse and its breadth is also fifty 
thousand yea rs. 

Some of the rationali sts have contended lhat the Throne is a 
circu lar heaven lhat encompasses the world on al l sides and 
thai is why they referred 10 it <1S the Nin th Heaven, the Starlcss 
Heaven and A/-Alhee,- (the Ether). But th is is not good, because 
il has becn establ ished that it has legs which are borne by the 
angels and the heaven does not have legs, nor is it he ld and in 

(I) This was narrated oJl the authority of JubaiT Ibn Mul'im. on the authority 
o f hi s father, who reported it on the authority of hi s grandfather. 

(2) Narrated by AI- Bukhari in the Buuk of ViI'llles (JROJ) and by Muslim in 
the Book of Ihe Vir/IIt'.\· vf the Compol/iulls (2466). 

(3) Sala! The first three praised generations from the Companions * and 
those that fo llowed them (the Tabi'oon) and those that followed them 
(A ifill' ...1/-Tabi ·eell). 
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add iti on, it is above Paradise and Paradise is above the heavens 
and there arc a hundred levels between each of its scven level s, 
the distance between each of which is equivalent to the distance 
between the heavens and the Earth. And the di stance between 
the Throne and the Klirsi is nol Ihe same as that be tween one 
heaven and another, In addition, the word 'Arsh (Throne) in 
Arabic refers to the throne of a king, as Allah says, ( And she 
(i.e . the Queen of Sheba) has a great throne ... ) (SoO/'lill AI1-
Nanli 27:23) . It docs not mean a heaven and none of the Arabs 
understands it to mean that; and the Qur 'an was sent down in 
the language of the Arabs and so it is a scat, which has legs that 
arc borne by the angels and it is like a dome over the world 
and the ceiling of creation, Allah, Most High, says, ( Those 
(angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those around it 
glorify the praises of their Lord, and believe in Ilim, and ask 
for forgiyeness for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah) 
(saying), "Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and 
knowledge, . . ·' ) (Soomh Ghqfir 40:7) 

And He, Most High, says, ( and eight ange ls wi ll , that day. 
bear the Throne of your Lord above them ) (SoO/'oh AI-J-1aqqah 
69: 17) 

In the poetry of 'Abdullah Ibn Rawahah ~ which he recited to 
his wife, when she accused him of impropriety wi th his slave­
gi rl (,A I-Bahr AI-Waftr'), he says: 

"I bore witness that A/lah~' Promise is true 

Alld that the Fire is the abode a/the disbelievers. 

Alld that the Throlle is above the wateJ;j/oatillg, 

A lid above the Throlle is the Lord a/the worlds. 

And if is bome by liable allgels. 
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The aI/gels (~l lhe (olle lme) Deily (Illho are) eUlI/mallded. ,. 

This was recorded by Ibn 'A bdu l-Barr and other scho lars. 

Abu Dawood narrated on the authority o f Jabir Ibn 'Abdullah 
that the Prophet ts said: " 1 was permitted to speak about one 
o f the ange ls o r Allah, the Almight y, the A ll -Powerful , who 
is one or the bearers or the Throne and (to te ll you) that the 
di stancc be twcen his earlobe and his shoulder is a journey of 
sevcn hundrcd ycn rs." II) It was a lso narrated by Ibn Abi 'Asill1 
with this wording, "(The distance is) like that of a b ird fl ying 
for seven hundred years." m 

And it is reported on the authority of Ibn ' Abbas .& and Sa'ecd 
Ibn Jubai r tha t they said regardi ng the Words of Allah, Most 
High. ( I li s Kurs; ex tends over the heavens and the Earth . 
and Ilc fee ls no fat Igue in gll ~lr(ling and preserving them. And 
l ie is the Most Il igh, Ihe Most Grea t ) (Soorall AI-Baqara/t 
2:255), " It means, His Knowledge." But what is known from 
Ibn ' Abbas 4 is tha t he sa id, as reported by AI-Hak im in ;1/­
MII~'/(Idrak - who sa id that it is authentic according to the 
criteria for acceptance c ited by AI-Bukhari and Muslim - "The 
KI//'si is the Footstool and no onc is able to prope rl y estimate 
the Throne except Allah, the Almighty, Ihe Ail- PowerFul." OJ 

Ibn Jareer Al-Tabari said: YOOllUS to ld me: I was told by 
Ibn Wahb that hc said: Ibn Zaid said: My falher to ld me tha t 

( I) Thi s is an :Iluhcntic Iwdeet!, narrated by Abu Dawood. in The Book oJ'he 
SIIIIII(I" (-1727 ). 

(2) [n his ~xplana tion of SOOI'(/" AI-I I(lqq(l" (41-11 5). Ibn Kathccr atlributcd 
th is nilrr.Jlion to tbn Abi ft atim and he said, "A nd thi s chain of narralors 
is good," 

(3) This narration is aulhcnlic. though I1W,IY/ooJ (i.e. il can only be t rac~d 

back 10 Ibl1 . Abbas .~ . 110110 the Prophet l6). [I was narrated by AI- Hakim 
ill A[· Musladrak (2/3 to. No, 3116), 
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the Messenger of A llah :ls: said, " In respect to the KlIl'si , the 
heavens and the Earth are no more than seven dirhallls throw n 
into a shield." (H 

Abu Dharr ~ sa id: I heard the Messenger of Allah ~ saying, 
"The KursZ):)I in relation to the Throne is no more than a ring of 
iron thrown into an open dese rt on Earth." ( 2) 

Section: Regarding What Has Been Said 
Concerning A I-Lawh A I-Mahfooz 

It is reported on the authority of ' Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ... ;.., that 
the Prophe t ::t;: sa id, "Veril y, Allah created a Prcserved Table t 
from a whi te pea rl ; its pages are made from a red ru by and its 
Pcn is light and it s record is light. In each day, A llah has three 
hundred and sixty moments in which He c rea tes, sustains, 
causes death and g ives life, honors and humbles and does as 
He wi ll s." (3) 

Ishaq Ibn Bishr reported on the authori ty of Ibn 'A bbas 4> 
tha t he said: Ve rily, at the beginning of AI-LUII'll AI-Mal!fooz, it 
is writt en: 'Nolle has the right to be worshipped except Allah , 
Alone. His Religion is Islam and Muhammad is I-li s slave and 
His Messenger. and so whoever has faith in Allah. be lieves in 

( I) This is an authentic lIadeerh Il<trratcd by Ibn Jarec:r At-Tabari in his Taf 
seer (3/ 10). 

(2 ) This hadeerll is raised to the level or salweh (allthemic) by ,,11 of the 
sources from which it was reponed: it was narrated by tbll Jarccr At­
Tabari in his TlIf~el!r (3 / 10). Sec al so Silsilall AI-Alwdeellt As·Sallee/wlt 
by Shaikh Muhammad Nasimddeen AI-Albani - may Allah have mercy 
on him - ( 109). 

(3) This is a weak Iwr/eelh narrated by At-Tabarani in AI-Kaheer( IO/260. no. 
10605). 
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His Prom ise and obeys His Messengers, He will adm it him to 
Paradise. II He (Ibn ' Abbas ~) said, "And A I-LOIvll A I-Mal!fooz 
is a tab let made From wh ite pearl ; its length is equivalen t to 
the distance betwecn the heaven and the Earth, its breadth is 
equiva len t to the distance bctween the East and the West and 
its edgcs are pearl and ruby. its two sides are red ruby, its Pcn 
is light , its words are hung upon the Throne and its base is in 
the lap of an ange l. ·' (1 ) 

Allas Ibn Mal ik Jjt, and others from among the Sola/said, "Al­
LalVII AI-Mall/ooz is on the forehead of Israfcel. lI 

( 2) 

( I) This is a 1J/(IIl'qoojnarral ion and it is a base less fabrication. In its eha in of 
narrators is one Ishaq Ibn Oishr. who was known to bc a liar and a fabrica­
tor of /wdeell'. 

(2) T)lis is a weak hadeelll narrated by Ibn Jareer in his TlIfi;eer (301140). 
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11r,' (;"'(t/i('I( 'lllrt' fir(Ii'elf.; ((If'; ti" I:~frllr 

Allah, Most High, says, ( All praise be to Allah . Who created 
the heavens and the Earth . and origi nated the d .. rkncss and the 
light. ye t those who di sbel ieve ho ld o thers as equa l with their 
l ord ' (Soora" AI-All 'am 6: I) 

He. the Most High, says, Indeed, your Lord is A llah. Who 
cre'Heei the heavc l1s<1 nd the Earth in six days ) (SoorahAI·A 'raj 
7:54). This is repeated in ,I number of ve rses in the Qur'an. 

Scholars o f taj\'eer holcl lwo difTercnt opi nions rega rdi ng the 
measure of these six days: The majority holds that they arc like 
om (Enrthl y) days. It is reponed 011 the authority of Ibn ' Abbas 
~, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and Ka 'b AI-Ahba r that: "Every clay 
of them is equi va lent to a thousand years of your reckoning." 
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This was narra ted by Ibn Jareer and Ibn Abi Hatim and it was 
the preferred view of Ahmad Ibn Hanbal in the book in which 
he refuted the arguments of the Ja/lIl1iyyah. It was a lso the 
preferred view o f Ibn ./areer and a number of the later scholars 
- and A llah knows better. Later, we sha ll present evidence to 
suppon thi s opinion. Ibn Jareer narrated , on the authority of Ad­
Dahhak Ibn Muzahim and others, that the names of the six days 
are: "Abjad, I-Iall'lI'az. I-Iutli, Ka/ell/lIlI, Sa/as and Qarashl." 
Ibn Jareer al so reponed three sayings relati ng to the first days. 
He narrated, on the authority of Muhammad Ibn Ishaq, that 
he sa id, "The followe rs of the Torah say that A llah began the 
creat ion on Sunday, while the followers o f the Il1jeel say that 
Allah began the creation on Saturday, while we Mus li ms, 
accord ing to what has come to us frolll the Messenger of Allah 
~, hold that A llah began the creat ion 0 11 Saturday." And this 
say ing which is reported by Ibn Ishaq from the Muslims was 
favored by a number of Shqfi 'j scholars of Islamic Juri sprudence 
and others. It was reported in a J/{Ideelll on the authority of Abu 
Hurairah ~ that th~ Messenge r of Al lah ~ said: "Allah crealed 
the soil (or c lay) on Sahmiay." (I) 

A llah, Most High, says, ( He it is Who created fo r you all 
that is on Earth. Then He is/ flJl'tl (rose over) toward the heaven 
and made them seven heavens and He is the All-Knowing ) 
(Soorall AI-Haqarall 2:29) 

He, Most High, says, ( Say (0 Muhammad): " Do yo u ve rily 
di sbelieve in I lim Who crealed the Earth in two days and you 
ScI lip rivals (in worship) with 1 lim '!" That is the Lord of the 
'AlameclI (mankind.jinn and all thai ex ists). l ie placed the rein 
(i.c. the Earth) firm mountains from above it. and He blessed 

( I) Narrated by Abu Dawood in the Description of The Day of Judgment. 
Paradise And I leI! (2789). by Ahmad (8 141) with simi lar wonling. 
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It. and measured therein it s Slistenance (for its dwellers) in fou r 
days equal (i.e. a ll these four days were equal in the length 
o f time), for all those who ask (abo li t its creation) . The il He 
; .'11(111'(1 (rose over) toward the heaven when it was smoke, and 
said to it unci to the Earth : "Come both of you willingly or 
unwi ll ingly." They bo th sa id: "We come wil ling ly." Then He 
completed and fini shed from their creation (:Is) seven heavens 
in two days and I-Ie made in each heaven il s affair. "And We 
adomed the neares t ( lowest) heaven with lamps (stars) to be an 
adonlmcilt as we ll as 10 guard (from the dev ils by using them 
as missilc!-. against the devils), Such is the Decree of I-lim the 
All-Mighty, the AIl-KnolVi ng" (Soorall FIIssil014 1 :9-12) This 
proves that the Earth was created before the heavens, because it 
is like a fo undation for the stmcture, as Allah, Most High, says, 

Allah, it is l ie Who has made for you the Earth as a dwelling 
place and the sky as a canopy. and has given you shape and 
made your shapes good (looking) and has prmidcd you with 
good things, That is Allah, your Lord, then blessed be Allah, 
the Lord of the 'A/ameell (mankind. j inn and aHlhat exists) ) 
(SoOl'oll Glwfir 40 :64) 

He, Most High, says, ( Ilave We not made the Earth as a bed? 
And the mounta ins as pegs'! ) (SOO,.o17 AII-Nabo ' 78:6,7) - up 
to His Words, ( And We have built above you seven strong 
(heavens). And have made (therei n) a shining lamp (sun) ) 

(SoOl'oll AII-Nobo ' 78: 12, 13) 

He, Most High, says , ( Ilave nOllhosc who disbelieve known 
that the heavens and thc Earth wcre joined together as one 
unitl:d piece. then We parted them and We haw made from 
water every liv ing thing. Will they not then believe? ) (SoO/'oll 

AI-Al1hiyo ' 2 1 :30) - That is, "We parted the heaven and the 
Earth so that the winds blew, the rains rell and springs and 
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rive rs Ho wed and the animals wcre re freshed," Then He says. 
(And We have made the heavcn a roof, safe and wcll-guarded. 
Yet thcy tllrn away from its s igns (Soorall A I-Al1b~J'a' 2 1 :32) 
- That is, from what He has crea ted in the heavens, such as 
thc fi xed and the moving celest ia l bod ics , thc shini ng sta rs and 
the illuminated heavenly bodies and the proofs of the Divi ne 
Wisdom o f the Creator of the heavens and the Earth. as Allah 
says, (And how many a sign in the heavens and the Earth they 
pass by, while they a rc averse therefrom. And 1ll0 s1 of them 
bel ieve not in A llah except that they attribute partners 1I 11 to 
lI im ) (Soora" )OOSI!F 12: I 05, I 06) 

As for His Words: ' Arc you morc diffi cul t to c rl.!atc or is 
the heaven that li e constructed? lie rai sed its height. and has 
perfec ted it. lI s nigh t l ie covers and l ie brings oul its fo renoon. 
And alier th ,1I l ie spread the Earth . And brought forth 
there from its wa ter alld it s pasture. And the mOll ll ta ins l ie has 
fi xed firml y, as prO\ is ion and benefit for you and your ca ttl e 
) (SoOl·oII AI1-Nozi '(I/ 79:27-33) - some people have taken 
these Verses as proof that the heavens were c reated before the 
Earth, thus contrad icti ng the clear evidence provided by the 
abovementioned two ve rses. They have nol understood thi s 
Verse , because it must be understood from this Verse that the 
flatte ning out of the Earlh and the bringing fort h o f wate r and 
pastures from it was in fact after the crea tion of" lhe heaven. Th is 
was thc measuring of sustenance, as He says, And measured 
there in it s sllstenance (Sooralt FlIssi/ol 41: 10) - Tha t is, He 
prepared the places of cu lt iva tion and the locations of springs 
and ri vcrs. 

Then when I-Ie had completed the creation of the form of 
the higher and the lower world, He spread out the Earth and 
brought fo rth from it that which had been deposited therein, 
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e( so that the springs gushed forth and the rivers fl owed and the 
~ crops and fru its grew, This is why the fl atten ing or spreading 
L- WilS explained as meaning the bringing forth of wa ter and 
'tL pasture frolll it and the fi xing o f the mountains, He says, ( And 
.:!'-.. after tha t I-!e spread the Earth. And brought forth therefrom its 
4-V) wale r and Its pastu re ) (Soorall All-Nazi 'at 79:30,3 1) and I-Ie 
~ , ~ says_ (A nd the mountains He has fixed fi nn ly) (SoO/'all AI1-
. -5t Na=i 'ol 79:32) - That is, I-Ie scttl cd them, made them finn and 
~ c: established them in their places, 

"3 ~ And He says, ( With Ilands We constructed lhe heaven. 
- .c Verily, We are able 10 expand the vastness o f space thereof. And 

We have made the Eart h afiras h; how excellent the Spreader 
(thereof) arc We! And of everything We have created pairs_ 
that you may remember ) (SoOl'ali Adll-Dhariyal 5 J :47-49). 
His saying, ( Wi th Ilands) means "With Strength." 

( Vc ri ly. We arc able to c'=pa lld the vastness o r space Ihereof) 
- That is because all that is above is wider and so each heaven 
is wider than the one below it - and s ince the Kill'S; is higher 
than a ll o f them, it follows that it is wider than all o f them, 
And the Throne is much greater than all of lhesc. Afte r Ihat, Hc 
says, ( And We have made the Enrt h afirash ) (Soorah Adh~ 
DIlll/yol 51 :48) - That is, "We spread it out and made it a bed, 
i.e, fix ed, calm, undisturbed and unshaken, which is why He 
says, Ilow excellent the Spreader ( thereof) arc We! ) (SoO/'all 
Ad-Dhariyal 51 :48) The word "And" in Allah's saying, ( And 
We have made the Earth a firas ll ) does not ind ica te the order 
or the sequence o f events; it only indica tes gcnera l information 
- and Allah knows better, 

AI-Bukhari narrated on the authority of ' Imfa n Ibn Husain 
..;.. that he said : I went to the Prophet ~ and ticd my shc-camel 
at the gate_ The people of Sanu Tameclll came to the Prophet 



52 Wlral Hm Beell Said Regarding fhe Crl!alim/ 0/ 
.~--~w~. --------------~~------~. 
who said, "0. Banu Tameell1 ! Accept thc good tidings." 
They said twice, " You have given us thc good tid ings, now 
g ive us something." Then some Ycmcnis came to him and he 
said: "Accept the good tidings, 0 , pcople o f Yemen, for Banu 
Tamecll1 refused them." They said, "We accept it, 0 Messenger 
o f Allah! We have come to ask you about this mailer (i.e. the 
start of creation)." He said, " Fi rst o f all , there was noth ing btJl 
Allah, and (thcn Hc created His Throne). His Throne wns ovc r 
the water, and He wrote everything in the Book (in the he;:lvcn) 
and crea tcd the heavens and the Earth." !!IAnd Imam Ahmad 
Ibn Hanbal narrated on the authority of Abu Hura irah ... ;e tha t 
he said: The Messenger o f Allah ~ took mc by the hand and 
said: "A llah crea ted the dust 0 11 Sa turday and He created the 
Illountai ns on Sunday. and He created the trecs on Monday, and 
He cre.lted the unp leasant things all Tuesday and He created 
the light on Wednesday and I-Ic spread the creatures throughout 
it on Thursday and Hc creatcd Ad<'11ll '1I:Y after 'As/' on Friday. 
He was the las t c reation during the i::tst hour o f Friday, belwcen 
'As/, and thc night." m 

And All-Nasa ' i reported in the TClJ.~ee/' on the authority o f Abu 
Hura irah ~. who said : The Messengcr of Allah ~ look me by 
the hand and sa id: "0 Abu I-Iu ra ira h! Veril y. Allah crcated the 
heavens and the Earth and wha t li es betwecn them in six days, 
then He istCl IIIO over the Throne all the seventh day and He 
created thc dust on Saturday." OJ 

' Ali Ibn AI-Madccni , AI-Bukhari, AI-Baihaqi and othc r 
hadeeth masters di sc llssed th is /ull/eefh ; AI-Bukhari said in 

( t ) Narr.J ted by AI-Buk hari in the Hook offill! Beginlling OfCll!!ltioll (3 191). 

(2) Tile tuk/tree) for this 'll/deeth has already been given. of 4-~ 
(3) An-Nasa 'i namlled something similar to this in AI-KI/bra (61427, No. 

11392). but the author d isputed that it was IIImfoo ' (i.e. nllribuled to the 
Prophel :ts:) and aUribul cd il 10 Ka ' b AI-Ahbar. 
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his Tareekh: "Some have said that it was on the authority of 
Ka ' b mid that is more correc t. " That is 10 say, Ihis hadeerh was 
hea rd from Ka'b AI-Ahbar by Abu I-iu rai rah, because they 
were Companions and used to sit togethe r 10 study hadeerh 
One of them would recite from his papers and the other would 
reci te from what he believed to be fro m the Prophet ~. So this 
/wdee'" was obtained by Abu l-Iurairah ";:" from Kn'b , who read 
it in his papers and so some of the narrators assumed that it was 
narrated fr0111 the Prophet Ji. I-Ie confirmcd that it was marfho . 
by his saying, "The Messcnger of Allah :b: took me by the 
hand ..... Afte r that , there is something ex tremely singula r in 
its text , such as the fact that there is no mention o f the crea tion 
of the heavens in it, but Ihe crea tion of the Eart h and ;:111 that 
is in it in seven days is mentioned. This con fli cts with wha t 
the Qur'an says, because the Earth was created in four days, 
then the heavens were created in two days from c;moke. This 
is the steam from water which ri ses when the g-reat water -
which Allah c rea ted by His churning of the Earth , through I-li s 
All -Encompass ing Omni potcnce - is agitated, as narrated by 
Isma'eel Ibn 'Abdur-Rahman As-Suddi in a tradition which he 
reported on the authority of Abu Malik and on the authoriti es of 
Abu Salih, Ibn ' Abba s ~, Murrah AI-I-Iamd<m i (who reported 
on the authority of Ibn Mas 'ood) and on the authority of people 
from among the Companions of the Messenger of Allah :;; that 
he said regard ing the Words of A llah, Most I-ligh, ( l ie il is Whu 
created ror you all thaI is on Earth . Then. li e i .\·WlI'll towards 
the heaven and made them ~evcn heavens iJnd l ie is the AIl ­
Knowing , (SoO/'ah AI-Baqarah 2:29) They said Ihal Allah 's 
Throne was over the wa ter and He had not crea ted any part of 
I-li s crea tion before the wa te r. Then when I-Ic wanted to create 
the crea tion, He ext racted smoke (i .e. steam) frolll the water 
and it rose above the water <Inc! He ca lled it the heaven. Then 
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He dried the water and made it into a single Earth and then He 
rent it apart and made seven Earths in two days - Sunday and 
Monday - and I-Ie created the Earth on a whale, that bei ng the 
whale (Noon) mentioned by Allah in the Qur'an: ( Noon. By 
the Pen and what they (the angels) write ) (Soomh AI-Qalam 
68: 1) The whale was in the water. The water was upon the 
back ofa (small) rock. The rock was upon the back o f an angel. 
The angel was upon a rock. The rock - the one mentioned 
by Luqman - was in the wind, neither in heaven nor on the 
Earth. The fish moved and became agitated . As a result , the 
Earth quaked, whereupon He firml y anchored the mounta ins 
on it, and it was stable. Allah created the mountains and the 
beneficia l and useful things that are in them 011 Tuesday and 
on Wednesday, He created the trees, the water, the ci ti es and 
the cultivated and barren land. I-Ie rent apart the heaven, which 
had been one single unit , and made it into seven heavens in 
two days - Thursday and Friday - and He only ca lled Friday 
AI-Jlllnll 'all because on that day He combined in it the creation 
of the heavens and the Earth and inspired His Command in 
every heaven. He crea ted in each heaven the ange ls, the seas, 
the mountains of hail and all of the other things wh ich none 
knows but He. Then He beaut ified the heaven with the stars 
and made them as adornments and as a guard ian against the 
devi ls. Then, when He had fini shed creating what He loved, He 
istawo (ascended) over the Throne." In thi s narration As-Sudd i 
mentions a great number of strange th ings, and many of them 
are deri ved from !sra 'eeliyyat. This is because when Ka 'b AI­
Ahbar embraced Islam during the Cali phate of ' Umar 4 , he 
used to speak ill front of 'Umaf Ibn AI-Khattab ..;., about things 
from the knowledge of the People of the Scripture and ' Umar 
~ would li sten to him out of friend liness toward him and 
from surpri se at the things he sa id that concurred with much 
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of the truth that is contained in the Qur 'an and the authent ic 
sayings of the Prophet ~. As a result , many people deemed it 
pennissible to transmit what Ka' b AI-Ahbar sa id. BUl llluch of 
wha t he conveyed was incorrect and fa r from the truth . 

AI-Buk hari narrated in his Saheeh, on the authori ty of 
Mu' awiyah ~, that he used to say regarding Ka 'b A I-Ahbar, 
"Even though he was the most truthful o f those w ho transmitted 
things from the People of the Scri pture, we found that some 
of what he sa id was lies." (I) This means that he regarded the 
transmiss ions as untrue, not that he held Ka ' b to be a de liberate 
conveyor of lies - and A llah knows bette r. 

We re la te them and then fo llow them with ahadeeth which 
either prove them to be true or disprove them, wh ile the rest 
remain ne ithe r pro ven nor di sproved . Allah is the O ne Whose 
Help is sought and upon Whom we depend . 

A I- Bukha ri narrated on the authori ty of Abu Hurairah 4. tha t 
he sa id: The Messenger of A llah ~ said: "When Allah orda ined 
the creation, I-Ie wrote in His Book which is w ith Him above 
the Throne: Ve rily, My Mercy has overcome My Anger." (l) 

Then AI-Bukhari sa id: Chapter: What Has Been Said 
Regarding Seven Earths and the Words of A llah, Most High: 
( It is A llah Who has created seven heavcns and o f the Earth 
the like thereo f (i. e. scven). His Command descends between 
them (heavens and Earth), that you may know tila t A llah has 
power over a ll things, and that Allah surroll nds (comprehends) 
all th ings in (His) Knowledge ) (500l"Oh Ar-Talaq 65: 12) - and 

(I) Narrated by AI-13uklmri in [he Book oJHoldil1!J. Fasl fO IIII! Qur'OI1 ulld 
SIIIIII(l/J (736). 

(2) Narr.Hcd by Al-B ukhari in the Book oj Ihe Begillllillg oj Cr(!{llioll (3194). 
by Muslim in the Book OJRl!pl!lIWI1Ce (3751) and by An-Nasa·j in AI­
Kllbra (4/417 , No. 775 0). 
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then he sa id: It is reported on the authority of Abu Sa lamah 
Ibn' Abdur-Ra hman tha tthcre was a dispute between him and 
some peoplc and so he vi sitcd 'A' ishah (may Allah be pleased 
w ith her) and acqua inted her w ith the detai ls of the di spute and 
she said , "0 Abu Sa larnah! Avoid the land, for the Messenger 
of A llah ~ said, 'Whoever takes even a span of land unjust ly, 
his neck shall be encircled with it down seven Earths. '" II I 

Then AI-Bukhari na rrated on the authority o f Salim, on the 
authority of his father ~ that he said: The Prophe t :k said, 
"Whoever took some land without right wi ll sink down the 
seven Earths on the Day of Resurrection." (21 

I-Iere AI-Bukhari mentioned the Illldeelh o f Muhammad Ibn 
Seereen, on the authori ty of' Abdur-Rahman Ibn Abi Bakrah, 
on the authority of his father ..&, that he sa id, "The Messenger 
of Allah ;b: sa id, '(The di vis ion of) ti me has turned to its orig inal 
form which was curren t when Allah created the heavens and 
the Earth. The year is twelve months, '" (3) What he mea 111 by it 
- and Allah knows bctlcf - was to de tennine the meaning of the 
Words of Al lah, Most l-ligh: ( It is Allah Who has crea ted seven 
hl:a,·cns and o rthe Earth thc lik l: thereof (i.e. seven) ) (SoOl-ail 
At-Talaq 65: 12) - That is, the likc thereor in numbers. That 
is to say, j ust as the number o r months, which is now twelve, 
corresponds with the number of months with Allah in His first 
Book, so these correspond in time, just as they correspond in 
place, 

Imam Ahmad narrated all the authority or Ibn Mas'ood that 
he sa id , " I sa id: 0 , Messengcr o f A llah! Which injusti ce is 

(1) Narralcd by Al-Bukhari in the /Jook oJlhe Begillilillg oJCn:alitm (3 (95). 

(2) Narraled by A l-Buklmri in the Book oJThe Beginllillg oJCrcatioll (3 196 
and 2454). 

(3) Narrated by A l-Bukhari in the Book oj Ihe Beginning o/CrclIIion (3 197). 
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greatest?" He said , "That n Muslim should decrease a single 
cubi t from the land of his brother, for there is not a pebble fro m 
the land that a person takes which does 110t enci rcle his neck on 
the Day of Resurrec tion down to the boltom of the Earth and 
none knows the bottom of it except Allah." Ahmad was nlone 
in narrating this, but it s chain of narrators is acceptab le. 

These ahadeefh are similar to IIIl1tawQtir ( I) narrations in their 
affimla tion of the ex istence of sevcn Earths. What is meant 
by that is that each of them is above the other. The scholars 
have disagreed regarding whether or not they are piled up, with 
nothing separating thcm or whether there are spaces between 
each of them. There arc two opinions in Ihe matter and there is 
a similar disagreement regarding the celestial bodies. It would 
appear that between each of thcm there is a distance, based on 
wha t is apparent from the Words of Allah , Most High: ( It is 
Allah Who has created seven heavens and of the Earth the li ke 
thereof (i.c. seven). lIis Command descends between them ) 
(SoO/oail AI-Talaq 65: 12) 

As for what one of the rationa li sts said regarding the /wc/eefh: 
" ". his neck shall be enci rcled with it down seven Earths." (2) _ 

thnt it means seven regions, this opinion contrad icts the clear 
meaning of the Verse and the authentic hadeefh wh ich we have 
narmled via AI-/-Iasal/ , on the authority of Abu I-Iurairah ~. (3) 

Then he interpreted the Iwdeefh and the Verse in a way that 

( I) Afurllll'Orir: A Iwdeerll which is reported by so many reliable narr.ltors at 
each level in iL<; chain of narrators that it negates the possibi lity that they 
cou ld have conspired together to concoct a fabrication. 

(2) The rakhreej for this 'wdeerh has already been given. 

(3) [t is weak, which is why we have omitted it . See SlIlIoIIAr-'!irmidhi (3398) 
and Ahmad's Afllsllad(21370) and in it is: .. ... ifat[ of youlowcrcd one of 
you by a rope down to the seventh and lowest Enrth, it would reach AI · 
[ah.·' 
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contradicts lheirciear meaning, without any support and without 
any proof - and A llah knows better. It is the same with much of 
what is said by many of the People of the Scripture and which 
has been accep ted by a group of our scho lars, wh ich states that 
thi s Earth is made from dust and what is below it cons ists of 
iron, and the other is from sulphur stone and the other from 
such-and-slich. Blit al l of th is, if it has not been authen ti ca lly 
reported with a chain of narrators reaching to the Prophet ~ 
is rejected. Likewise, regarding the trad ition narrated on the 
authority of Ibn ' Abbas ~ wh ich states that he said, " In every 
Earth of til e creation there is something similar to what is in thi s 
Olle, even an Adam, like your Adam and an Ibraheem, like your 
Ibraheem," it was reported in a summarised form by Ibn Jarce r 
and it was examined by Al-Baihaqi in Kitab AI-AsII/a 'i Was­
SifOl. Ifit is authent ic, it mllst be understood that Ibn 'Abbas ~ 
took it from the Isra 'eeliyyal - and Allah knows better. 

Geographers have mentioned the number of mountains in the 
Earth in a ll of the ir locations, cast and wes t and they mentioned 
the ir length, how far they stretch and their height and they have 
spoken at great length on these matters, and it would not be 
fill ing 10 expla in a ll that they have sa id on the subject here. 
A llah, Most High, says, ( And among the mountains arejlldad, 
white and red. of\-arying colors and (others) gharabeeb, black 
) (Soar"" F"tir 35:27) 

Ibn ' Abbas and others said that the Arabic word j lldad means 
pathways and ' Ikrimah and others sa id that gl/arabeeb means 
tall , black mounta ins, This is the case of the mounta ins allover 
the Earth. They diffe r in the ir locat ions and their colors. 

Allah has ment ioned AI-Joodi by name in His Book; it is a 
great mountain which lies to the cast of Jazeerah Ibn 'Umar, by 
the s ide of til e River Tigris, near AI-Mawsi!. It stretches from 
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the south to the north, for a di stance o f th ree days' journey. Its 
sUlllm it is half a day's journey and it is green in color, because 
it is covered in oak trees. To the side of it is a town knowll as 
Ath-Thamaneen, which was the home of those who survived 
the flood in the ship with Nooh ~, acco rding to wha t has been 
related by more than one scho lar of tafseer - and A llah knows 
better. 

Allah also mentions Mount Sinai and AI-Hafiz Ibn 'Asakir 
narrated on the authori ty of Ka 'b AI-Ahbar that he said: "On 
the Day of Resurrection, fo ur mountains - and they arc AI­
Kha leel Mountain , Lebanon, At-Toor (Mount Sinai) and AI­
Joocli - each of them will become a white pearl that shine 
between the heaven and the Earth and they will return to Bait 
AI -Maqd is (Jerusa lem), so that its corners wi ll be illuminated 
and His Kllrsi will be placed on it and there He wi ll judge 
between the people of Paradise and the people of the Fire. 
( And you will see the angels surrounding the Throne from all 
around. glorifying the praises o f their Lord . And they wi ll be 
judged with trut h. And it will be sa id, "A ll praise and thanks be 
to Allah, the Lord of the worlds." ) (Soorah Az-Zumar 39:75) 

Section Regal'{ling tlte Seas and tlte Rillers 

Allah, Most High, says, ( And l ie it is Who subjected the sea 
(to you), that you may eat from the fresh tender meat , and that 
you bring forth oul of it om aments to wear. And yo u see the 
ships plowing through it , that you m.ly seek from His bounty 
and that you Illay perhaps be gratcful. And He has driven fi nn 
standing mountains into the Earth, lest it should shake with 
you: and riYers and roads. that you lllay guide yourselves. And 
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(by the) landmarks: and by the stars. they guide themse lves, 
Is then lie Who creates the same as one who c refltes. not Will 
YOll no t then re fl ect. And if yoll would try to COlillt the favors of 
A llah, you would never be able to CO lilltlhel11 . Truly, Allah is 
Forgiving, Most Merc iful ) (Soomlllin-Nahl 16: 14-1 8) 

He, Most High, says, ( And the \wo seas (kinds of water) are 
not alike: this is palalable. swee t and pleasant to drin k, anclthat 
is salty and bitter. A nd from them both you cat fres h tender 
me~1t (fi sh). and deri ve the ornamcllIs that YOll wear. And you 
sec the shi ps cleaving, that YOll may seek of I lis bounty, and 
that you may g i\'e thanks.) (SoO/'all Farir 35: 12) 

He, Most High, says, ( See yo u not that the ships sail through 
the sea by A llah's Grace that li e may show YO ll of His Signs? 
Ve rily. in thi s arc signs fo r every patient, grate ful (person). And 
when waves cove r them like shades, they invokc Allah. making 
the ir invocations for I li m only. But when I-Ie brings them safe 
to land. the re arc among them those that stop in between, And 
Our Aytll arc not d l! nied except by every perfid ious ingrate, ) 
(50oralt Lllql1l(lll 3 1:3 I ,32) 

He, Most High, says, ( Veril y, in the creation of the heavens 
and the Earth , and in the alte rnation of night and day. tlnd the 
ships which sa il through the sea with that which is of use to 

Ilwllkinci , and the wa ter ( rain ) which Allah sends down from 
the sky and makes the Earth ali ve therewith after its death , tl llci 
the moving (li ving) crea tures of all kinds that lie has scattered 
there in , and in the veering or winds and c louds w hich arc 
held betwecn the sky und the Earth , arc indeed Ay at {proo f's. 
evidences. s igns, etc.} for peoplc of understanding. ) ( 500mh 
A I-Baqarah ) 

So Allah , Mos t High, has blessed I-lis slaves w ith the things 
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that He created for them, sll ch as the seas and ri vers. The vast 
seas which stretch across the Earth and that which they produce 
in al1 comers o r it is salty and biller and in this there is great 
wisdom for the health of the atmosphere, for if it were sweet , 
the atmosphere would become malodorous and the ai r bad, 
because of the large creatures that d ie in them and that would 
lead to the extinction of mankind and the spo il ing o r their 
environment. BtH (A llah's) far-reaching Wisdom necessi tated 
that it should be the way it is in order for this advantagc to 

be attai ned. This is why, whcn the Messenger of Allah :fi was 
asked about the sea, he said , " Its water is pure and its dead 
things arc lawful (to ca l) ." Ol 

As for the rivers, their wa ters arc swect and pcnnissible to 
drink , for those who wish to do so. The fact that Allah has caused 
them to flo w freely, making them spring fort h in one land and 
sending them to other lands as Sllstenance for H is slaves. Some 
of them are large, while others are small , accord ing to the need 
nnd the benefit. 

Scholars of geography havc spoken about the number of seas 
and about the major ri vers, their sources, and where they end 
in words contain ing wisdoms and proofs of the Omnipotence 
o f the Creator, Most High. It al so shows that He acts by Choice 
and with Wisdom. Allah, Most High, says, ( And the sea 
kindled by fire (o r kepi filled ) (SaO/·ail At-Taor 52:6). There 
nrc two opi nions regarding this; one states that it is the sea 
which is under the Throne, mentioned in the Iwdeefh of the 
goats m and that it is above the seven heavens. The distance 

( I) This is an authentic hat/eelh. narrated on thc authority of Abu Hurairah 
.;0 by Abu Dawood in the Book of Purificatioll (83). AI-Tirmidhi (69). AII­
Nt/.w 'j (332). Ibll Ml/jall (386), Ahlllat/ (7 192). Malik (43) and At/·Darimi 
(729). 

(2) This I/(Idee,h has becn declared as weak by scholars or /mdee,,,. Sec Silsi-
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between the lowest part o f il and Ihe highest part o f it is like 
the di stance between each heaven. II is from this that the ra in 
will fa ll be fore the Sending Forth and from it the bodies will be 
restored to li fe from thei r graves. This is the prefe rred opinion 
of Ar-Rabee' Ibn Anas. Thc second opinion states that the 
word bahr is a generic collecti ve noun, mcan ing a ll the seas on 
Earth - and that is the opinion of the majority. 

Scholars d isagreed regarding the meani ng o f A/-Bohr ;/ 1-
Masjoor in the abovemcntioned Verse. It was said that it means 
"filled" and it was a lso said that it means " that which will 
become a kind led fire on the Day of Resurrec tion and that it w ill 
surround AM AI- I'v/all'qif," (I) as we mentioned in the Tafseer, 
on the au thority o f ' Ali Ibn Abi Talib ~, Ibn 'Abbas 40, Sa 'ecd 
Ibn Jubair, Mujahid and others. It was a lso sa id that what is 
intended by ll1asjoor is prevented, restrai ned and preserved 
from overflowing and inundating the land, and drowning those 
upon it. This was narra ted by AI-Wa libi , on the authori ty of Ibn 
'Abbas 4 and it was thc opinion of As-Suddi and others. It was 
reported all the authori ty of ' Umar Ibn A I -Kha tt ab .:.~ from the 
Messenger of Allah ~ that he sa id: "There is not a single nigh t 
when the sea does not ri se three ti mes and ask permiss ion from 
Allah, the Almighty, the All-Powerfu l to unfold and flow over 
them (mankind), but A llah prevents it." (2) 

This is one of the blessings whieh Allah bestows on His 
s laves, that He prevents the ev il of the sea from inundating 

lall A /·Alwdeetll Ad-Da 'eefidl Wal·M(/\\'doo 'all ( 1247). 

( I ) AM AI·Mmrqif; Thosc on the Day of Rcckoning who will be facing whut 
they deserve because of what they did in the life of this world. Those 
people will seck intercession from Adam 'tiB, Null 'ti9 and other Prophets 
and Messengers, but none of them will be pennilted to intercede except 
Muhummad ~. 

(2) Th is is a weak Iwdee/II narrated by Ahmud in his MII.mad ( 1/44 , No. 305). 
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them and makes it subservient to them, so that it carri es their 
ships so that they may reach distant lands with their trading 

goods and other thi ngs. And He guides them on it , wi th what 
He has created in the heaven and on Earth , such as the stars 
and the mounta ins, which He has made as landmarks by which 
they are guided on their journeys . He has also blessed them 

with the precious, rare, and beautiful pearls and gems that He 

has created therein. wh ich are not found anywhere else and 
with the strange creatures that I-Ie has created in it and which 

He has made lawful for them to cat, even when they arc dead, 
as He, Most I-ligh, says, ( To hunt and eat the creat ures o f the 

sea is made law ful 10 you ) (Saara" AI-Ma 'idctl! 5:96) and the 

Prophet ~ said , " It s water is pure and its dead things arc lawful 
(to ca t)." ( I I In another IIOc/eelh , he said, ' 'Two dead things and 

two types of blood have been made lawful to us: Fish and 
locusts and the liver and the spleen." ill 

AI-I-l aJiz Abu Bakl- AI-Bazzar reporled in his MII.mad on the 
authority of Abu Hurai rah ..,be - in a 111m/a D' form - thaI he 

said: "Allah spoke to this western sea and He spoke to the 

eastelll sea. '-Ie said to the western sea, ' I transport some of 
my slaves upon you, so what do you do with them? ' It said, ' I 

drown them. ' Allah said , ' May wre tchedness be in (a ll of) your 

regions.' And so He deprived it of jewels and game (Le. fi sh 
etc.). Then He spoke to this eastern sea and said, ' I transport 
some of my s laves on, so what do you do with them? ' It said, 

( I) Thi s is an authclllic I/{Ideelh. narrated 011 the authority of Abu Hurairah 
~ by Abu O[lwood in the Book ojPllI'ijicalioll (83 ). II/-nl'/Ilit/hi (69). AII­
Na.WI ·i (332). 11m Maja" (386), " hmad (7 192). Malik (43) and Ad-Dal'imi 
(729). 

(2) This is an aut hentic /wdeelh narrated by Ahmad ;n his MWI/ad (2197, No. 
5690) and Ibn Majah (3 314). on the authority of ' Abdullah Ibn ·VlIlar .;.. 
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' I cany them in my hand and I am to them like a mother to 
her child.' And so Allah rewarded it with jewels and game." 
( I) Then he (A I-Bazzar) sa id, "We do not know of anyone who 

narrated it on the authori ty of Suhail except ' Abdur-Rahman 
Ibn ' Abdu llah Ibn 'Umar and he narrates l/(ldeel" which are 
mIff/ka,:" (2) I-Ie added, "And Suhai l narrated it on the authority 
of An-Nu' man Ibn Abi 'Ayyash, on the authority of' Abdullah 
Ibn 'Anu in a malVqooj(3 ) form. 

I say: To say that it is mall'qoof at 'Abdullah Ibn' Amr Ibn 

A I- 'As is more correct, because on the day of the Battle o f 
Yarmook, he had found two pack-animals, loaded with books 

which conta ined knowledge of lhe People of the Scripture; and 
he used to re late things from the Ism 'eeliyyat from them, some 
of them well -known and accepted and some of them unknown 

and rejec ted. As for the 11Ia1/aa' IlalTation, it was narrated only 
by 'Abdur-Rahman Ibn 'Abdu llah Ibn 'Amr Ibn I-Ia fs Ibn 
'Asim Ibn ' Uma!" Ibn AI-Khattab Abul Qasim AI-Madan i, the 

chief just ice of AI-Madinah. Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal sa id of 
him, "He is noth ing. I heard it from him, then I tore up his 

"aeleeth. He was a liar and his alwdee," were "'llnkar." He was 

also declared weak by Ibn Ma'cen, Abu Zur' ah, Abu Hatim, 
AI-Juzjani , AI-Bukhari and Abu Dawood. Ibn 'Adiyy said, " In 

(I) Recorded by AI-Haithami in 'AI-M(/)I/IQ' " (5/28 1) and he said, "It was 
narratcd by Al-Bazznr; but in its chain of narrators thcre is one' Abdur­
Rahman Ibn 'Abdullah Ibn 'Umtlr Al-'Amri, who is abandoncd (by schol­
ars of Iwdeeth). The author also denied its being 111(///00 ' and said that il 
is from the Ism 'el'liY)'(I(. 

(2) MUllk(/r: A wcak nnrmtion which contrndiclS somclhing that has bccn au­
thcntically rcported. 

(3) MUlI'qoof With a chain ofnnrralors that does not rcach to the Prophct *. 
but on ly as far as the Compan ions. 
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general. his alwdeeth arc mlll/ko,. and the wors t of thcm is the 
/wdeellt of the sea."' 

The geographers - who deal with lati tude, long itude, seas, 
ri vers, mountains, te rrains and the c ities , ruins, buildings, the 

seven true regions, <lccordi ng to their te rmino logy, and the 
numerous commonly known regions, wha t is contained ill 
the cites and the countryside - including pri V<l tc property and 
plants and trade that ex ists in every area - say tha t the land is 
fl ooded by the great waler (Le. the seas) , except for about a 
qua rter o f it and thal is ninety degrees. And Divine Providence 

necess itates that the water be held back frol11 thi s area, in order 

that animals might li ve on it and that crops and frui ts might 
grow on it, as Allah, Most High, says, ( And the Earth lie has 
put for the creatures. Therein arc fruils, date-palms producing 
sheathed frui t ~sta l k s (enclosing dates). And <1 150 corn , wi th (its) 
leaves and stalk for fodder, and sweet-scented plants. Then 
wh ich of the Blessings or your Lord will you both Ginn and 
men) deny? ) (Som·all Ar-Ralllnan 55: I 0- 13) 

They said that the inhabi ted portion of this land is abollt two­
thirds of it, or a lillie more than that; and thaI is ninety-five 
degrees. With regard to the Western ocean - which is known as 
Oceanus (Okeanos) and which borders the lands of the West, 
including the Canary Islands - between thcm and its coast is 
ten degrees, which is approx imately one month's journcy. It 
is not possible to travcl or sa il across it, due to its waves and 
the vary ing winds and waves that exist therein. It contains no 
fi sh or other ediblc life and has noth ing that can be extracted 
from it. It cannot bc traveled on for thc purpose of trade or 
anything else and it stretches in the south to the Mount<l ins of 
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Darkness , or the Mountai ns o rthe Moon, where in is the source 

or lhe Egypti an Ni le. It traverses the equato r and then stretches 

eastward and rcaches the south of the land. In it there arc the 

islnnds of the black people and on its coast there arc many ruins. 
Theil it stretc hes (Q the cast and to the north, unti l it connects 

with the Sea of Chi na and India. Theil it stre tches eastward 

until it borders til l! e nd of the exposed eastern land - and there 

a re the lands of China. Then in the east of Ch ina , it turns 

northward , so thaI it crosses the lands of China and faces the 

Dam o fVa'jooj and Ma 'jooj. The il illu rns and encircles lands 

whose ci rcumsta nces are unknown. Then it s tretches westwa rd 

and borders the 1 ~lI1ds of the Russ ians and passes thcm, then 

turns westward and southwa rd and e nci rcl cs the land. Then it 

retu rns toward the west and the s tra it pours alit from the west 

to the body of the land , the furthermos t point of which ends 

at the western borders of Ash-Sham (Syri a). Then it c rosscs 

the lands of thc Christians, until it reaches Consta ntinople and 

o ther lands o f the ir. 

They say thaI betwecilthc Indian Sea and the China Sea there 

are mountai ns which separate them and between thcm therc 

arc lanes on which ships travel and they arc caused to do so 

by their Creator. He has a lso madc paths similar to thel11 Oil 

the land. A llah , Most High, says, ( And We have placed Oil 

the Earth fi ml mountains, lest it should shake w ith them, and 

We placed therc il l broad highways for thcm to pass th rough. 

that they may be guided. ) (Soorah AI-Allbiyo· 2 1:3 1). And 
Ptolemy, one of the kings of Ind ia, ( 1) mentioned in hi s book, 

(I) Claudius PlOlelll.leliS (Greek: Ktaudios Plolelllaios; afler 83 - C. 168 
C.E.). known ill Eng tish as Ptolemy. was an ancient mnihelllaliciall. as­

tronomer. gcogr:lpher and astrologer in the Greek lradilion . He lived in 
Roman Egypt alltl was probably burn Ihere in a IOW II illlhc Thcbaid called 
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AI·Mijisli, which was translated into Arabic duri ng the reign 
of AI·Ma'moon - which is the source of this information -
that the seas which fl ow from the western, castern , southern 
and northcrn oceans are ve ry numerous. Some of thcm are in 
fact , one sea, but bear diffe rent names, according to the lands 
which they border; these include Bahr AI.QlIlzlllll (the Red 
Sea) and AI·Qulzum is a vi llage on the coast, near Aylah. There 
is also the Sea of Persia, thc Khazar Sca (Caspian Sea), the 
Sea of Warnak, the Roman Sca (the Mediterranean Sea), thc 
Bantash Sea and the Blue Sea - a city on its coast - and it is 
also known flS AI·Qann Sea. It becomes narrow un til il pours 
into the Roman Sea, to the sOllth of Constantinople, i.e. , the 
Gu lf of Constantino pic. This is why the ships move quickly on 
its current from AI·Qarm to the Roman Sea, whi le they move 
slowly when they come from Alexandria to AI·Qarm. This is 
because they encounter a current of water; and this is one of the 
wonders of thc world, because evcry flowing water is sweet , 
except this. And every non·flowing sea is salty, except [or the 
Khazar Sea, which is also known as the Georgian Sea and the 
Sea of Tabar is tan find has a large port ion o[sweet wfltc r in it. 
according to what has been reported by trave lers to the area. 

They (the geographcrs) have mcntioned the limits of these 
seas, their origins and their end·points. And they have also 
mentioned the lakes on Earth into which the ri vers empty 
and other fl ow - nnd they arc the wide beds. They have also 
men tioned the well·known great ri vers that exist on Earth, 

Ptolemais Henlliou; he died in Alexandria around 168 C.E. Ptolemy was 
the (IUthor of several scientific treati ses, three of which would be of con­
tinuing importance to later Islam ic and European science. One of them 
was the astfonomicallreatise now known as ,1f· Magesl , or AI-Mijisli (The 
Great Treatise). He was not a king of India. 
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along with their sources and where they end. 

But we arc not concerned with lengthy explanations of such 
things here; we only wish to speak of what relates to the rive rs 
which are mentioned in the /wdeelli. Allah, Most High, says, 
( Allah is He Who has created the heavens and the Earth and 
sends down water (rain ) fro 111 the sky, and thereby brings fo rth 
fruits as provision for you: and lie has made the ships to be 
of service to YOll , that they may sail through the sea by His 
Command: and lie has made rive rs (also) to be of service to 
you. And He has made the SUIl and the 11100n , both constant ly 
pursuing the ir courses, to be of service \0 you; and He has made 
the night an cl the day to be of service to you. And I-I e gave you 
of all thai you asked for, and if you (try to) coum the bless ings 
of Allah , nevcr will you be able to count thelll . Verily. man is 
indeed an ex tremc wrongdoer, ungrateful ) (SoO/·all Ibraheelll 

14:32-34) 

In the Saheehail7, it is reported on the authority of Malik 
Ibn Sa'sa'ah ~ that when the Messenger of Allah ~ spoke 
of Sidmll AI-MlIlIlalw, he said: "Two hidden ri vers and IwO 
visible ri ve rs ran from its root s. As for the two hidden rive rs, 
they arc in Paradise, and the two visible ri ve rs, they are the 
Nile and the Euphrates." ( II 

In Soheeh Muslim , it is reported on the authority of Abu 
Humirah .;-.. thil t the Mcssenger of Allah ~ said. "Saiban, 
Jaihan, the Euphrates and the Nile arc all among the rivers of" 
Paradise." (2) 

(I) Narrated by AJ-8 ukhari (3207) lind M uslirn (164) 

(2) Narmtcd by Muslim (2839). 
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What is meant - and Al lah knows better - by thi s is that these 
ri vers resemble the ri ve rs o f Paradise in the ir c l<l rity. their 
sweetness. their courses and other such attribu tes. as he :il said 
in another Iwc/eel /r, narrated and declarcd authentic by At­
Tirmidhi. 011 the au thority o r Abu Salamah, who reported on 
thc authority of Abu I-I urai rah ~ thallhc Messenger or Allah :t;: 

sa id , "Tlte 'ajll'a/r dales are from Paradise and contain a cure fDr 
poison." II I That is, they resemble the fruit s of Paradise, not that 

thcy arc harvestcd from Paradise. becausc prac ti ca l experience 
proves otherwise: so it is clcar that it refe rs to somcthing else. 

Likcwise, the Prophet ~ said , " Fever is from the breath of Ihe 
Hellfire: so cool it with watcr." m And he ~ said. "The severity 

o f the heat is from the breat h of thc Hellfi rc." tH In thc samc 

way. the sources o f these ri ve rs have becn witnessed on Earth. 
As for the Nile. it is the ri ver which is without equal on Earth 

in its lightness and it s fin eness and thc di stance IDr wh ich it 
nows /i'om its beginning to it s end. II starts in Ihc mountains or 

AI-Qumr, i. e. o f while. Somc said that they are the mountains 

o f Al-Qamar. i.e. the moon and they arc in the west of the land. 

bcyond the equato r, lying in a sout herl y direc tion. It is sa id that 
len streams o f watcr - all o f thcm distant from onc another ­

combine to form it nnd lhat each fi ve o f them combine to fDrm 
a lake , then s ix ri vers now from it, thcn all o ft hc l11 combi ne to 

fDrm nllo thcr lake and [hcn one ri vcr nows from it and that is the 

Nile. It then passcs through the In nds of Sudan and Abyss in ia 

(1) Namlled by A t-Tinnidhi (2066). who dec lared it husol/ s(lfteeh. 

(2) Narrated by AI- ll ukhari on the atJIhori ly of -Abdullah tbn 'Umar (3264) 
and tvluslim (2209), Ibn t\'lajah (3472). Ahmad (4705) and Malik (1 761 ). 

(3) Narrated on Ihc lItJlhority of Abu lIurnirnh + by AI-Bukhari (534) and 
Musli m (6 15). Abu Oawood (402). At-T in nidhi (157). An-NaS<I 'i (SOO). 
Ibn 1>. lajah (677). Ahmad (7205). 1>. 1;.]ik (29) and Ad-Darimi ( 1207). 
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and then through Nubia and its main city is Dongola. It then 
passes through Aswan, aner wh ich it passes through the lands 
of Egypt. It then goes a little way beyond Egypt and splits 
into two pari s near a village on it s shoreline; th is village is 
known as Shattanawf. Then the westerly fl ow takes it through 
Rasheed and pours into the briny sea. As for the easterly fl ow, 
it also divides into two flows at Jawja r. The wes tern flow 
passes th rough the western side of Dimyat and pours into the 
sea, whi le the eas tern flow passes through Ushmoon Tannah, 
where it pours into a lake east of Dimyat. This lake is known 
as Lake Tinnccs or Lake Dimyat. The distance betwcen its 
start ing point and its end point is a vast one and this is why 
it is such a calm river. Ibn Seena said , " It has characteristi cs 

which no other ri ver 0 11 Earth has; these include the fac t that 
measured fro m its source to its end-po int, it is the longest river. 
in addition, it flows through rocks and sands, bu t it contains no 
moss or mi re. Also, it does not cause the rocks and stones over 
which it flows to become green and this is due to it s purity, 
sweetness and calmness. [And of that the increase in the days 
of a decrease of other rivers, and the decrease in the days of 

increase and its plenty. ] As for the claim made by some, that 
it s source is in an elevated place seen by some people and that 
they saw there a great horro r, beautifll1 maidens and strange 

things and that whoever sees it is unable to speak after that, all 
of these are supersti tions o f chron iclers and liars. 

'Abdu llah Ibn Lahi ' ah reported on the authority o f Qais Ibn 
Al-Hajjaj , who reported from someone else tha t he sa id : When 
'Amr Ibn AI-'As .JJc conquered Egypt, its people came to him 
during the month of Ba' unah, whieh is one of the months of 
the Coptic calendar, and sa id to him, "0, Commander! There 
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is a re ligious custom relating to thi s Nile of ours and it will not 
flood without it. " He said to them, "And what is that?" " When 
twelve nights of the month have passed, we go to a vi rg in slave 

who is liv ing with her parents and tak ing care of thcm, then 
we decora te her with jewels and the fin est clothes and throw 
her into the Nile." 'Amr ~ said , "This is not a part of Islam 
and Islam eradicates wha t came before it." So they celebrated 

Ba'unah (with sacrificing a virgin) and the Nile did not flood ­
neither a litt le nor a lot." According to another narration, "They 

celebrated the three months of Ba' unah , Abeeb and Misra and 

it did not flood , wh ich caused them to consider migration. "So 
'A mr .;;. wrote to 'U lllar Ibn Al - Khattab ~ and informed him 
abou t thi s. I-Ie wrote back to him, saying ';You were right in 

what you sa id. Tru ly, Islam erad icates what preceded it." He 
sent a slip of paper inside his Ictter and wrote to 'AmI", '; 1 have 

sent you a slip of paper inside my letter, so throw it in the Nile." 

When ' Umar 's leiter reached 'A mr Ibn AI- 'As .. 1c, he took the 

slip and opened it, and there was in it , " From the slave of Allah, 
'Umar Ibn AI-Khattab, the Commander of the Faithful , to the 

Nile of Egypt: Now, if you used to flood before of yo ur own 
accord, then dan ' , flood! If it was Al lah , the Subduer, Who 

made you flow, then I ask Allah to make you flow. " He threw 

the slip into the Nile. They woke up on Saturday morning, and 

Al lah had made it fl ow (and it rose) sixteen cubi ts in one night. 
Allah cut off this custom of the people of Egypt right up to thi s 
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As for the Euphrates , its source is in northern Arzan Ar­
Room and it passes close 10 Malalyah and thell it passes 
through Sumayaat. Then it passes through southcrn Ilbeerah 
and then it tu rns cast, towa rd Balls and Ja'ba r Fortress. Then 
it flows toward Ar-R'lqqah, then it fl ows to the northern side 
of Ar-Rahbah and then to . Annah, then to Heel and then to 

AI-Koofah. Then it goes Oul 10 the empty spaces of Iraq and 

pours into broad, sha llow bodies of wa ter, i.e., lakes and large 
rivers, wh ich arc we ll -known, flow out from them and toword 

Ar-Raqqah, thcn it flows and pours into the Sea of AI-Basmh. 

As for Sailmn, it is sa id thaI it is also known as Sa ihoon. It 
begins in Ihe lands of Ihe Romans and it flows from the north 
and weSI to the south and east. II is to the west of the course 

of Ja ihan and it is smaller in size than it. II is in thc land o f 
the Annenians, which arc today known as the lands of Sees 

(S isiyah). At the start of the Islam ic State, it was in the hands 

of the Muslims. But when the Fat imids conqucred the lands of 

Egypt and occupied Ash-Sham and it s garrison was unab le to 
protcct it from it s ellcmies, Niccphorus theA rmcnian conqucred 
Ihese lands, i.e. , the lands of Sees (S isiyah) - that was in the 

yea r 300 A.I-1. and they still cont rol thcm up to our timc. And 

it is Allah Whom we should ask that they be retumed 10 us, by 

I-li s Power and Strength. Then Sa iha ll and Ja ihan combinc at 

(I) Abu Ash-Shaikh in AI-'/b lllwh (941) and Ibn 'A sakir in Tareekh Oi­
II/tI.\·hq (13/ 135). Tmnslator 's notc: Th is story is rejectcd on a !lumber of 
levels: Fi rsdy. the person Ibn AI· Hajjaj reportcd from where is unknown, 
secondly. Ihe text of the story is inconsisleni with Islamic pmclice and, 
Ihirdly, there is no hiSlOrical cvidence Ihm il was evcr thc pmelicc of the 
COPIS 10 cast a virgin into Ihc Ni le - ei ther before or :Ifter Ihey became 
Christians. 
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Azanah and become one river. Then they pour into the Sea of 
Rome (the ledi terrancan) between Iyas and Tarasoos. 

As for Jnihan, which is al so known as Jai hoon, and by the 
com mon people as Jah<ln. its source is in the lands of Rome 
and it fl ows into the land o f Sees (S isiyah) from north 10 south 
<lnd it is simila r in s ize to the Euphrates. Then it combines wi th 

Snihan nnd they become one ri ver, which flows into the sen at 
Iyas and Tarasoos. And Allah knows beller. 

Sectioll Pertaillillg to the Explallatioll of A ll 
Creatioll - Oil Lalld alld ill the Sea 

Allah. Mos t High, says. ( Allah is He Who rai sed the heavens 
without ,IllY pi ll ars that you can sec. Theil. lie i s /{lU'lI (rose 
above) the Throne (really in a manllcr that suits II is Majesty) . I-Ie 
has subjected the sun and Ihe 11100n (to continuc goi ng ro und)! 
Each running (i ts course) for a term appo inted. l ie regu lates all 
a lTa irs. explai ning the A)'aI (proofs, evidcnces, verses. lessons. 
signs. revelations, etc.) in detail. that YOLI nmy believe with 
certainty in the meeting with your Lord. And it is l ie Who 
sprcad out the Earth, and placed there in fiml mountains and 
ri vers and 0 f every kind of fru its I I e made .:ouj aill iI/main (two 
in pairs - may mean two kinds or it may mean: o('two sariS, e.g. 
black and white, swee t ami sour. sma ll and big, etc.) li e bri ngs 
the night as a cover over the day. Veri ly, in these things. there 
an.: Ayaf (p roofs. ev idenccs. lessons, s igns, etc.) for people who 
refl ec t. And in the Earth arc neighboring tracts. :Jnd gardcns o f 
vincs, and green crops (fields, ctc. ). and dalC·palms, growing 
out two or three from a sing le stem root. or otherw isc (one stem 
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root for every palm), watered with the same waler. yet some 
of them We make more excellent than others to cat. Veril y, ill 
these things, there are Ayal (proofs, evidences, lessons, s igns) 
for the people who understand. ) (Saarah A r-/?o 'd 13 :2-4) 

He, Most High, says, ( Is not He (better than your gods) Who 
created the heavens and the Earth , and scnds down for you 
water (ra in) from the sky, whereby We cause to grow wonderful 
gardens fu ll of beauty and delight'! It is not in your abi lity to 
cali se the growth o f their trees. Is there any ilah (god) with 
Allah? Nay, but they arc a people who ascri be equa ls (to I-lim)! 
Is not J-Ie (better than your gods) Who has made the Earth as a 
fi xed abode, and has placed ri vers in its midst, and has placed 
finn mountains therein, and has set a barrier between the two 
seas (o f sa lt Li nd sweet writer). Is there any ilah (god) with 
Allah? Nay, but most of them know no l. ) (Saara" All-Nand 
27 :60,6 1) 

He, Most High, says, ( He it is Who sends down water 
(rain ) from the sky ; from it you drink and from it (grows) the 
vegeta tion 0 11 which YOll send your cattle to pasture. With it I-Ie 
causes to grow for you the crops, the oli ves , the date-palms, 
the grapes, and every kind of fmil. Veri ly! In this is indeed an 
evident proof and a mani fest sign for people who give thought. 
And He has subjected to you the night and the day, the sun and 
the moon; and the Slars arc !:i ubjected by His Command. Surely, 
in this arc proofs for people who unde rstand. And whatsoever 
I-Ie has created fo r you on this Earth of vary ing co lours [and 
qualities from vegetation and fru its, etc. (botanical lire) and 
rrom animal (zoological life)]. Ve ril y! In this is a sign for 
people who rememher. ) (Soora" AII-Nahl I 6: I 0- 13) 

So Allah , Most High, has ment ioned the things that He has 
created in the Earth, such as the mountai ns, the trees, fruits, 
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the plains, and the rugged surf~l ces. He has mentioned the 
types of things that He crea ted , such as the inorganic material s 
(minera ls, etc.), the living creatures in the countryside, in the 
desert and in the seas. All of these prove His Grea tness, Hi s 
Power, Hi s Wisdom and His Mercy toward His creation and 
He has made ror every moving creature the provision thai 
they require day and night, in summer and in winter, in the 
morning and in the evening, as Allah, Mos t High, says, ( And 
no moving crea ture is there on Earth bUI its provision is due 
from Allah. And He knows its dwell ing place and its deposit. 
All is in a Clear Book.) (Soorall Hood I I :6) 
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We have already slated thaI the creation of the Ea rt h look 
place before the creat ion or the heaven, as Allah , Most High, 
says, li e il is Who created lor YOli all thaI is on Earth. Then 
I k /s/aIl'o ila thl: heaven and made them seven heavens and I-I e 
is the Knower or everything. (5001'011 II I-Baqara/i 2:29) 

He, Most High, says, ( Say: " Do you ve ril y disbelieve III 

Ilim Who created the Earth in Iwo days and you sci lip rivuls 
wilh Him Who is the Lord orall that exists." l ie placed therein 
firm mountains from above il. and l ie blessed il. and mC.lsurct! 
therei n its sustenance in four Days equal for all those who nsk. 
Theil lie rose over (is/mm ita) the heaven when it \\as smoke. 
and said 10 it <lilt! to the Earth: "Come both of you willingly 
or unwill ingly'" They both sa id: "We comc willingly." Then 
lie completed and finished their creation (as) SC\'cn heavcns 
in two days .mel li e madc ill each heaven its nmlir. And We 
adoll1cd the ncarest (lowest) heaven with l<lmps (stars) to be an 
adornment as we ll as to guard . Such is the dec ree or I-lim, the 
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Almighty, the All -Know ing. , (Sooralt F'1I.'I'Silal 41 :9- 12) 

He, Most High, says, ( Are you more di fTi c ult to crea te or is 
the heaven Ihat I-Ie constructed, li e ra ised its height. and has 
per fec ted it. Its night li e covers and I-Ie brings Oll t its forenoon . 
And after that l ie spread the Ea rth. ) (Soorah Alf-Nazi'af 79: 
27-30) 

\Ve have explained His Words : ' And a lier tha i He spread 

the Earth ) by saying that the A rabic word dahya (spreading) 
docs not mean khalq (c reation) ; it was aft er the creation ortlle 
heaven. 

He, Most High , says, ( Blessed be He in Whos\.! lIand is the 
dominion; and I-Ie is Able to do all things . Who has crea ted 

death and life that He rnay test you wh ich of you is best in deed , 

And l ie is Ihe A lmighl y, the Oft-Forgiv ing. Who has created 
the seven heavens one above the other; you can see no fault in 
the crea tion of the Most Gmcious , Then look again , Can you 

sec any rifts'! Then look aga in a nd yet agai n , you r s ight will 
return to YO Li humiliated and worn out. And indeed We have 

adorned the nearest heaven wit h lamps, and We have made 
such lamps (as) missiles 10 drive away the Shayati n, and have 

prepared for thcm the torment or the blaz ing Fir!.!. ) (Soom/i 
;II-Mllik 67: 1-5) 

He, Most 1-1 igh, says, ( (I-Ie is Ihe) C leaver of til e daybreak . l ie 

has appoint~d the night fo r res ti ng. and the sun and the moon 
for rcckon ing. Such is the measuring o r the A lmighty, the AII­

Know ing. II is li e Who has set the s tars for you. so that you 
may guide your course with Iheir help through the darkness o f 
the land and the sea, We have (indeed) explained in detail Our 

Signs 1'0 1' people who know . .. (Sooredl AI-An '01116:96-97) 

He, Most High, says, Indeed. your Lord is Allah. Who 
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crea ted the heavens :md the Earth in six days , and then He 
rose over (israll'a) the Throne. Hc brings the night as a cover 
ovcr the day, seeking it rapid ly, and (He c reated) the SUll , the 
moon, the stars subjected to His cOlllmand, Surely, His is the 
crcation and commandment. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all 
that ex ists .) (Saarali A/~A '/'qf 7:54), And the Ve rses a ll thi s 
subject are ex tremcly numerous and we have spoken about a ll 
o f thcm in our Tq/ ... eer. 

What is meant is that He, Mos t High infonns us about the 
creation o f the heavens and its grea t vastness and elevat ion, that 
it is the ultimate ill beauty, splendor, perfec ti on and brill iance, 
as I-Ie, Most High, says , ( By the heaven full of 11IIhuk (full of 
beauty, grace, magnificence and perfection), ) (Soorah Ad"­
Dlwriyaf 51 :7) That is, the beauti ful c reation. 

He, Most High, says , ( Who has crea ted the seven heavens 
one above the other; you can sec no fau lt in the creation o f 
the Most Gracious. Then look again. Can you see any rifts. 
Thcn look again and yet aga in , you r sight will retu rn to YO LI 
humiliated and worn out. ) (Soorali AI-Mulk 67: 3-4) That is, 
humiliated from trying to sec any defect, impcrfec tion or flaw 
in it. The Arab ic word liaseer mcans exhaustcd and weak; 
even if onc looket.! until one's sight became feeble , fa tigucd 
and weakened, onc wo uld not find any dcrcct in it , nor any 
fa ult, because Allah , Mostl-l igh, had ordaincd its creation and 
adorned its sky wit h the stars. 

A I ~Bukhari sa id in the Book of the Beginning of Creatioll: 
Qatadah said, ,,( And indeed Wc have adorned thc ncarest 
hcaven with lamps. ) (Soorah Al-Mll lk 67:5) The creation of 
these stars was for three purposes: as decoration of the sky, as 
missiles to hi t the devils, and as signs to guide travelers. So, if 
anybody tries 10 find a differen t interpretation, he is mistaken, he 
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will lose his reward and has takcn on a task abollt which he has 
no knowledge." Th is was Qatadah's clear statcmcnt regarding 
the Words of Albh, Most High: ( And indced We have adomed 
the nearest heaven wi th lamps and We have madc such lamps 
(as) missiles to drive away the s/w),ateen (devils). ) (Soorah A/­
M"lk 67:5) 

He, Most High, says , ( It is He Who has se t the stars for you, 
so that you may guide your course with the ir help through the 
darkncss o f the land and Ihe sea. ) (Soorah AI-AII 'oIl16:97 ) So 
whoever ass igns any other purpose to them, i.e. slleh as the 
knowledge of (Divine) ordainments, taking their movements 
as evidence and comparisons between their orbits and cla ims 
that this is proo f that cert ain Earthly events will take place, is 
mistaken. This is because most o f what they sayan this subjec t 
contains no thing but conjecture, li es and fa lse cla ims. Allah 
mentioned that He crea ted seven heavens one above another. 
But scholars have differed as to whether or nOI the spaces 
between them are piled up together or whether there arc spaces 
between them. In facl , the latter is the correct opi nion. 

In the Saheehain it is reported on the authority of Anas 4> 
in the hadeerh of AI-/!'Ta' that he said: In the lowest heaven 
he (Prophet Muhammad ;IS) found Adam ...... and Gabriel said 
to the Prophet ~. " He is your father; greet him." The Prophet 
#$ gree ted him and Adam ~ returned his greeting and said , 
"Welcome, Oh, my son! 0, what a good son you arc!" And 
then he ascended to the second heaven. Li kewise, he reported 
that the same thing happened in the third , fourth , fifth, sixth 
and seventh heavens." This proves that they arc separatcd 
from each other, because he sa id that they asccnded unti l lhey 
reached the second heaven and sought ent rance, upon which it 
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was said , "Who is this? .. .. (I) up to the end of the lIadeetli. So 
this proves what we have said. And Allah knows better. 

Ibn Hazm, Ibn AI-M uncer, Abul Faraj Ibn AI-Jawzi and other 
scholars have reported that the re is a consensus among scholars 
that the heavens arc spheri cal and what lends weight to that is 
I-li s Saying: ( They all noat, each in an orbi t ) (SoOl'all ),(, Seen 
36:40) AI-J-/asan sa id, "They revolvc." Ibn 'Abbas ..;:., said, " In 
an orbit, li ke the turning o r a spinning mill." They said, Thi s is 
provcn by the fac t that the sun sets every night and thcn it rises 
at the end of it from the east, as Umayyah Ibn Abis-Salt said in 
AI-BaliI' AI-Komi!: 

Tile SIIII rises at tile end of evelY night, 

Red alld rosy is tile place al whicll il rises. 

r ~ According to the !wdeelll narrated by Al-Bukhari on the 
~ ~ author ity of Abu Oharr ~: The Messenger of Allah ~ said 
~ , :::. to Abu Dhan' ~ as the sun set , " Do you know where it (the 
j sun) goes (at the timc of sunset)?" I replied, "Allah and I-lis 
.+- £ Mcssenger know belter." He said, " It goes (i. e. trave ls) till it 

l; prost rates il selfun derneath the Throne and takes the pellll ission 
i ~ to risc again, and it is penll itted and then (a time will come 
';! when) it will be about to prostrate itselfbut it s prostration wi ll 
~ ~ not be accepted, and it will ask perm ission to go on its course 
~ ~ but it will not be permitted, but it will be ordered to re turn 
r;) whence it has come and so it will rise in the West. And that 

.>-' is the interpretation of Ihe Statement of Allah: ( And the sun 
runs its fi xed course for a tcrm (decreed). Thm is the Decree 
o f (A llah) the Allmght y. the All -Knowing ) (SoO/'all Ya Seen 

36:38)" -(he..- Sun w, \ \ ;:, ,,,,- J p.~ 
____________ -"W=h"'c"-" ---"--'''''<>-co.>:.e \'<U''' f'~ YT . 
( I) Narrated by AI-Bll khari in the Book of T{/\\'heed (75 17) and Mll slim 

( 162). 
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When this is known, then it (will be reali zed that) this is a 
hadeeth which does not contradict wha t we have mentioned 
regarding the rota tion of the heavenly bodies, accord ing to the 
most well-known Iwo opinions. There is not evidcnce o f the 
spherical shape of the Throne, as some have claimed. we have 
al ready proven the fa lseness of their opinion. Nor does it prove 
tha t it (the sun) ascends to a place above the heavens fro m our 
direction until it prostrates beneath the Throne. Rather, it sets 
out of our sight and continues in it s coursc. There is nothing in 
the revealcd Scripture to inva lidate it , rather tha t which proves 
it and requ ires it is in percept ion, like ec lipses. This is because, 
if it fo llows its course un til it reaches the midd le of il - so Ihat it 
is the lime oflile middle o f the night , for example - then it wil l 
be at it s fllrthesl point from the Throne and likewise, it will be at 
its closest poi nt a t the time of setting from our di rec tion . When 
it is in the place of its prostra tion, it seeks permi ss ion from the 
Lord as it ri ses from the East and permission is granted to it and 
it appears from the direct ion of the East. 

And when it is the time which Allah wi ll s for its se tting from 
the dircction o f" the West, it prostrates according to it s custom 
and seeks permission to rise, according to its custom, but it will 
not be permitted 10 do so and so it prostrates aga in, then asks 
perm iss ion, but is denied, then it prostra tes a third time, but 
it is denied and this goes on throughout the night , as we have 
sa id in the Tafs·eel". Then it will say, "0 Lord! The dawn is nigh 
and the distance is far. " Then it will be said to it, " Return frol11 
whence you came." And so it wi ll ri se from the West. Then, 
when the people sec it , they wi ll all believe and that is (the 
mean ing of) the Words of Allah, Mos t High: ( When no soul 
which had not bel ieved previously or ea rned good though its 
belief will benefit thereby and the sun rllns its fi xed course for 
a term (decreed). ) (5001"011 }'O Seel1 36:38). 
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It was sa id tha t this mcans unti l the time at which it has been 
commanded to rise from the West. It was also said th<l! the 
word IIIl1staqarrmc<lns thc place in which it prost rates benea th 
the Throne, And it was also said that it means the end of its 
course, which is the cnd o f the wo rld, And it was reported on 
the atllhority of' Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas .t<, that he rec ited, ( And 
the sun runs withou t II 111l1.\'taqarl' for it ) , That is, it does no t 
stop; based on this rec iwlion, it would mean that it pros tratcs 
wh ile moving in its course, Th is is why Allah, Most High, says, 
( It is not for the sun to ovcrtake the moon. nor does the night 
outstrip the day. They all fl oat, each in an orbit. ) (Sool'(ll1 Ya 
Seen 36:40) That is. the sun cannot overtake the moon and rise 
in its domain; neither can the 11100n overtake the sun and ri se in 
its domain. Likewise, Ihe night cannot precede the day, Rather, 
when the clay has gone, the nigh t comes after it, following on 
its heels, as the Messenger of Allah :fiI: sa id , " When the night 
approaches frolll here and the day departs fro m here and the sun 
sets, the fa sting person should break his fast " ( I) It is accep ted 
that ti me is divided into night and day and there is nothing 
between them. This is why A llah, Most High, says, ( A llah 
merges the night into the day (i.e. the dec rease ill the hours 
o f the night <I re adJed in the hours of the d,IY), and merges 
the day into the night (i ,e , the decrease in the hours of day arc 
addcd in the hours of night), and has subjec ted the sun and the 
moon, each rUllning its course for a tenn appoint cd, ) (500m" 
Lllqmal1 31 :29), 

That is. He merges thi s into that ; He takes from the length o f 
thi s and adds to the shortness o f that and they become equal, 
j ust as at the start of the spring season, the nights be fore that 

(t) Namllcd on the 3U1horily or 'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab ~ by AI-tlukhari 
(1954), Muslim (1100). Abu D[lwQod (2351), AI-Tirmidhi (698), Ahmad 
(193) lind Ad- Darim i (1700). 
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are long and the days shO[1. But the nights continue to shorten 
and the days to lengthen, until they are equal - and that is 
at the beginning of spring. Then the days begin to lengthen 
and the nights get shorter, until they also become equal at the 
beginning of the autumll . Then the nights begin to lengthen 
and the days to shorten, until the end of the autumn. Then the 
days begin to lengthen slowly and the nights begin to shorten 
slowly, until they become equal at the start of the spring, as 
we said previously. That is what happens every year. This is 
why Allah says, ( His is the alternation of night and day. Will 
you not then understand? ) (SoO/'all A/-Mu 'minOOI1 23 :80) That 
is, the d isposal of all that is in His Hands; the Judge, Who is 
not contradicted and is not opposed. And this is why He says 
in three Verses, when speaking of the heavens, the stars, the 
night and the day, ( Such is the measuring of the Almigh ty, the 
All -Knowing ) (Saara" AI-An '01/1 6:96) That is, the Almighty, 
Who has subjugated all things and to Whom all things have 
submitted and so He is not opposed and He cannot be overcome. 
He is the Knower of a II things and He has appointed a measure 
for everything, according to a nile which does not change and 
cannot be disturbed. 

So the bodies that are in the sky include those that constantly 
move and they are known as lI1utahayyirah (1) by the scholars 
of tasyeer; (2) and most of this knowledge is correct, unlike the 
"science" of (astro logical) rulings, most of which is false and 
without any evidence to support its claims. These are seven 
in number and they arc: the moon, which is in the lowest 
heaven, 'Ularid (Mercury), which is in the second, Az-Zllhrah 

(\) MUlaha):.I'imh:Wandering stars; Ihey were known as such because they 
seemed to stray irregularly across the sky. At times they arc seen moving 
from East 10 West, and at others, from West to East. 

(2) Tasyeer: The science of calculating the movements of heavenly bodies. 
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(VCIlUS), which is in the third, thc sun , which is in the fourth, 
AI-Mirreekll (Mars), which is in thc fifth , AI-MlIslltari (Jupi tcr) 
and Zullol (Sa turn) in the sevcnth. The othcr plancts are known 
as the fi xed stars and thcy are, acco rding to them, in the e ighth 
heavcn. which is known in the language of many o f the latcr 
scho lars tiS AI-Kllrsi. Others dcny thi s saying, a ll or the plancts 
are in the lowcst hcavcn and therc is no objection to thc view 
that SO l11 e of them arc above others. It might be sa id that there 
is evidence for this in the Words of Allah, Most High: And 
indced We have adorned the nearest heaven wi th lamps. and 
We h,1\-e made such lamps (as) missiles to drive away thc 
SI1(~roteel1 (dedls) (SoO/'oll AI-Mulk 67:5), and in the 'Nords 
o r I-lim, Most High: Then I lc completed and fin ished from 
their creat ion (as) seven hem"cns in two days and Hc made in 
each heaven its affa ir. And We adorned the ncarcst (IO""C51) 
heaven with lamps (stars) to be an adornmcnt as weH as to guard 
(from the devi ls by using them as missiles against the c1evi ls) . 
Such is the Decre(' o f Ilim the Alm ighty, the All-Knowing 
(Sooroll Pussi/a/ 4 1: 12). So Allah se lccted the lowest heaven 
from among the heavcns to be ado rned with heavenly bodies, 
and if thi s proves lhat they (the plane ts) a re adornments, then 
so be it. If not, then there is no objection to what the others 
say. And Allah knows better. According to them, the scvcn 
heavcns, indecd, the e ight, turn with all the fi xed stars that they 
contain, while the wandering stars move in an orbit contrary to 
it , from the "Vest to the East. So the moon completes it s orb it 
in a month and the slln completes il s orbit in a year. I r there is 
no di sparity between the two courscs and their movements arc 
simi lar, then the ex tent o f the fO ll rt h heaven is twe lve times 
greatc r than that of the lowes t heaven. Zullol (Saturn) - which 
is in Ihe seventh heaven - completes ils orbit in thin y years. 
Based on Ihis, the ex tcnt or the seventh heaven will bc thrce 
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hundred and sixty times greater than that of the Earth . 

The scholars have spoken about the masses of these stars and 
thei r orbits and movements and they have enlarged on these 
things until they have crossed over into the "seience" of AI­
Allkalll and the "knowledge" o f EUrlhly events de ri ved from it 
and matters of which Illost o f them have no knowledge. The 
Greeks, who resided in Syria many years before the time o f the 
Messiah ~\ had spoken at great length about such matters and 
it would require a lengthy di scussion to explain a ll or it. It was 
they who built the city or Damascus and Illude seven g;'l les for 
it and at each gatc they built a temple represent ing each of the 
planets . They would worship each o f them in the app ropriate 
tcmple and make supplications to them which have becn passed 
down from thcm by more than one historian and by others. 
The author of the book As-SilT Af-k' aktoom Fee MllkJwwbaf 
Ash-Shams WaJ-Qwl/ar H't:IIHVIU'OOIll (The Hiddcn Secret in 
the Address to the Sun, the Moon and the Stars) - but they are 
superst itions to which none should pay any heed. And that is 
fa iry tale, and people did not ca re o f it. They were also recorded 
by some of the scholars of the Hamanis. the philosophers o f 
anc ient Harran. They were pagans, who worshipped the seven 
stars and they were a sect from among the Sabians. (II This is 
why Allah, Most High, says, And from alllong Ilis Signs ar\! 

(I) Ilarnanis: Or 1-larralli s: later Muslim writers (afier Ihe . Abbasid Ca liph 
AI-r-. la'mun 832-833 C.E.) described Ihem as people who worshipped 
plancts . idols. stars and Jj\'cd in the city of 1-laTr..lI1. ill sOUlh-east Turkey. 
It was said that Al-Ma·moon. passing through ilamm on his way to a 
campaign against Byzantium. {arced the Harrania ns to convert 10 either 
to Islam or one of the "religions of the book", mcaning Judaism, Chris­
tianity. or SabianiSTll. The people of lIarran identified themselves with 
the Sabians in order to fa ll under Ihc protection of Islam. Sabians wcre 
mentioned in the Qur'an, bUI those were a group ofG nostie Ma11(hl~'ans 
living in somhcrn 1r.1(1 who wcre eX linet <lIthe lime ofA I-r-,·ta·moon. 
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the night and the day, and the sun and the 1110011 . Proslmte nOllO 
the sun or to the moon, but prostrate to Allah, Who created them, 
if you (rea lly) worship II illl ) . (Saorail Fllssil,,! 41:37) And I-I e 
infomls tiS that the hoopoe said to Sulaiman (Solomon ~), when 
infonning hi m about Bilqees, the Queen of Saba', in Yemen and 
her al1nies and supporters, ("I found a woman ruling over them, 
and she has been given all things that could be possessed by any 
ruler of the Earth, and she has a great throne. 1 found her and her 
people worshipping the sun instead of Allah. and Slwitall (Satan) 
has made their deeds fair-seemi ng to them, and has barred them 
from (Allah 's) Way, so they have no guidance. , AI-La (th is word 
has two interpretations: (i) Satan has barred them from Allah's 
Way so tilal they do not worship (prostrate berore) Allah, or (ii) 
so that they may worship (prostrate before) Allah, Who brings 
to light what is hidden in the heavens and the Earth, and knows 
what you conceal and what you reveal)." (To/seer At-Tabari, 
Vol. 19, Page Allah, La ilalla ilia HIIIVa (none has the right to be 
worshipped but I-Ie), the Lord of the Supreme Throne! ) (Saara" 
AIl-NoIll127:23-26) 

Because the most cminent of the visible bodies in the heavens 
and the Earth arc Ihe planets and the mosl eminent of them 
arc the sun and the moon, AI-Khaleel Ibrahecl11 .'fJl proved the 
fu til ity of worsh ipping them; and that is in the Words of Allah, 
Most High: ( When he saw thc moon rising up, hc said, 'This 
is my lord.' But when il set, he said, 'Unless my Lord guides 
me, 1 sha ll surely be ilmong the erring people.' Whcn he saw 
thc sun rising up, he sa id, 'This is my lord. This is greater.' 
But when it set, he said , '0, my people! I am indeed free from 
all that you join as partners in worship with Allah. Verily, I 
have tumcd my face toward Him Who has created the heavens 
and the Earth Hanijan (Islamic Monotheism, i.e. worshipping 
none but Allah, Alone) and 1 am not of al-nlllshrikaoll (pagans. 
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idola te rs, etc,." ) (Soorah AI-An 'aIJ/6 :77-79) So he made clear, 
using dccis ive ev idence, that worshi pping any of these visible 
bodies, such as the planets, the moon and the sun docs not 
benefit anyonc at a ll , because all of them are created things, 
subject to A llah 's Lordship, His Direct ion and made to fo llow 
their orbits and they cannot deviate fr0111 what has been crea ted 
for them, un less it is orda ined for them. This is thc proof that 
they are subject to Allah 's Lordship, crea ted, made subse rvient 
and subj uga ted, which is why Allah, Most High, says, ( And 
from among 1-1 is S igns arc the night and the day, and the sun and 
the 11100n . Prostra te 1101 to the sun or to the 11100n, but prostrate 
to Allah Who created them, if you (rea lly) worship Him. ) ( 
500,.017 Flissilal4 1 :37) It has been authentica lly reported in the 
Saheehain regarding the ec li pse praye r that the Messenger of 
Allah ~ sa id during a sermon one day, "Verily. the sun and the 
moon arc two S igns from among Allah 's Signs and they do not 
ec lipse for the death of anyone, no r fo r hi s life." (I) 

Al-B ukhari narrated in the Book o/Ihe Begillning a/Creation, 
on the authority orAbu I-I ura irah .}t"., from the Prophct ~ that he 
sa id , "The sun and the moon will be rolled up on the Day of 
Resurrec tion." (2) 

These tradi tions prove that the sun and the moon are from 
among Allah 's creations, which He created for the purposes 
that I-Ie des igned and then He docs with them as He wills. And 
to I-lim belongs the argument tha t e liminates fa lsehood and is 
incont rove rtible. 

When this is known, (it becomes c lear that) a ll of the wandering 
and fixed stars which are in the heaven arc crea tions of Allah, as 

(I) Narrated by AI-Bukhari (1044) and Muslim (90 1), on the authority of 
·A ' ishah (may Allah be pleascd with hcr). 

(2) Narrated by AI-Bukhari (3200). 
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He, Most I-ligh= says, ( And lie made in each heaven its affair. 
And We adorned the nearest (lowest) heaven with lamps (stars) 
to be an adornment as we ll as to gua rd (from the devils by using 
them ~I S miss il es aga inst the dev ils) . Such is the Decree of II im 
the A ll -Mighty. the All -Knower.) (SoO/·oil F lIssiial4 1: 12) 

As for what many of the scholars o f faj5eer have sa id 
regard ing the story or !-I arool nnd Maroot, that A=-ZlIhrah 
was a woman whom they attempted 10 seduce. but she refused 
un less they agreed to leach her the greatest Name, which they 
did and she spoke it and ascended to the heaven and became a 
planet, I be li eve tha t thi s is from among the Isra 'eeJiXJ1oI and 
even though il may have been narrated by Ka 'b A I-A hbar and 
passed on from him by a group from among the Sala/, who 
rc latcd it as a story from the Childrcn of lsra'ee l. 

Section Regarding What Has Been Said About 
the Galaxy and RainbolVs 

Abul Qasim At-Tabarani narrated on the authority o f ' Abdulbh 
Ibn 'Abbas ";" that Hcrac lius wrote to Mu ' awiyah .to and sa id , 
" Ir thcre remains mnong them anything o r Pro phc thood, thcn 
he wi ll inronn me aboll t whateve r I ask them:' So he wrotc 
to him, asking him about the galaxy and about ra inbows and 
abou t a place on which the sun has not shone excep t for one 
hour. When the Illi!ssenge r reached MU'awiyah wi th the le iter, 
hc sa id , "Th is is a thing about which I d id not think that I would 
be asked before today." He asked, " Who can answer th is?" It 
was sa id. '''Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas." So Mu 'awiyah .. ~ raided 
up Heracl ius' message and sent it to 'Abdu llah Ibn 'Abbas ..t;" 
and he (' Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ... ) wrote (back) to him, ·'The 
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rainbow is a protection for the people of the Earth from Hooding 
and the galaxy is the door to the heaven, from which the Earth 
is separated. As for the place on which the sun has no t shone 
except for an hour of the dayt imc, it is that which lies beneath 
the sea that was parted for the Children of lsra ' ecl." (I ) This has 
an authent ic chain or narmtors up to 'A bdullah Ibn 'Abbas ..;e. 

Allah, Most I-ligh, says, ( Veril y, in the creation of the heavens 
and the Earth, and in the alternation of night and day, and the 
sh ips which sai l th rough the sea with that wh ich is of lI SC to 
mank ind, and thc water (rain) which Allah sends down from 
the sky and makes the Earth a li ve therewi th afier its death, and 
the moving (living) crea tures of a ll kinds that He has scattered 
there in , and in the veering of winds and clouds which are 
held between the sky and the Earth , afC indeed A)'aI (prools, 
evidences, signs, e tc.) fo r people of understanding. ) (Sooral1 
AI-Baqarah 2: 164) 

Imam Ahmad narra ted on the authority ofYazecd Ibn Haroon, 
who in turn rcported on the authority of Ibrahecl11 Ibn Sa' d, who 
repon ed from hi s fath er, who in turn reported on the authority 
of one of the Shaikhs ofBanu Ghi far that he said , " I heard the 
Messenger of Allah 3.i: says, 'Vcri ly, Allah crea tes the cloud and 
He speaks in the best way and laughs in the best way,." (2) 

Mal ik na rrated on the authority of' Abdullah Ibn Az-Zubai r 
that whenever he heard thunder, he would stop speaking and 
then he would say, "Glory be to Him Whose praises the thunder 
glori fies, as do thc angels fro m fear of Him." (J) 

(I) Nllrratcd by At-Tabarani in A /-/''''" }(lm Af-Kabeer ( 10/244). A l-Haithami 
said in Majll/(l' A=-Zall'(J 'it! ( 15524), " It was narrated by At-Tabarani and 
its narrators are reliable." 

(2) This is an authentic flatfeelll narrated by Imam Ahmad (23 174). 

(3) Narrated by Imam Malik in AI-Ml/Il'Qlla' (Book 56, Nllmber 56.11.26) 
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imam Ahmad narrated 0 11 the authority of Abu Hurairah ~ that 

the Messenger of A llah ~ sa id , "Your Lord said , ' If My slaves 
were to obey Me, I would send down rain to them at night and 
I would send down the sun upon them during the dayt ime and I 
would never let them hear the sound of thunder,. " (I) 

and by Al-Bukhari in I lf-Adab !If-Mlljrad (724) and others. [t was de­
clared authentic hy the II/lIhaqqiq (verifier) of Tafsee"lbn Karliecr. 

(I) Narrated by Imam Ahmad ill his MlIsllad (2/359). 
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nell-Att;-Jdes 

Allah, Most High, says, (A llah bears witness that La ilaho 
ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), and the 
angels, and those having knowledge (also g ive this witness); 
(He is always) maintaining His creat ion in Justice. La i1allo ilia 
Huwa (none has the ri ght to be worshipped but He), the AIl­
Mighty, the AII -Wise. ) (Soora" A Ie 'hllrall 3: 18). 

He, Most High, says, ( But Alia!', bears wi tness to that which 
lie has sent down (the Qur'an) unto you (0, Muhammad), 
He has sent it down with His Knowledge, and the angels bear 
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wit ness. ) (Soorah AII-Nisa' 4: 166) 

He, Most High, says, ( And they say: 'The Most Benefi cent 
(A llah) has begotten a son (or chi ldren).' G lory to Him! They 
(those whom they call children of Allah, i.e. the ange ls, ' Eesa 
[Jesus] son o f Mary am [Mary] and 'Uzair [Ezra]. etc.) a rc but 
honored slaves. They speak not un ti l He l1<.1 s spokcn, and they 
act on His Command. He knows what is before them, and 
what is behind them, and they cannot inte rcede cxcept for him 
with whom I-Ie is pleased. And they stand in awe lo r fear of 
Hilll . And if any of them should say: 'Verily, I am an itah (a 
god) bes ides Him (A llah),' such a one We shou ld recompense 
with Hel l. Thus We recompense the zalilllOOIl (po lytheists, 
wrongdoers, etc.) (Soorah AI-Allhiya' 21 :26-29) 

He, Most High, says, ( Nea rl y the heavens might ren t asunder 
from above them (by !-li s Majesty) , and the angels glorify the 
praises o f their Lord, and ask for forg iveness for those on the 
Earth , ve ril y. Allah is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merc ifu l. ) 
(SoO/'alr Ash-Shoora 42:5) 

He, Most High, says, ( Those (angels) who bear the Throne 
(of Allah) and those around it glorify the pra ises of their Lord , 
and believe in Him. and seek forgiveness fo r those who bel ieve 
(in the Oneness of'Allah) (say ing): 'Ollr Lord ! YOLI comprehend 
a ll things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those who repent 
and fo llow Your Way, and save them from the torment o f the 
blazing Fire ! Our l.ord! And make them enter the 'A dn (Eden) 
Paradise (everlast ing Gardens) which YOll have promised 
them, and to the righteous among their fa thers, their wives, and 
their offspring! Ver il y, You are the Almighty, the All-Wise,. ) 
(Saarah Ghafir40:7,8) 

He, Most High, says, ( All praises and thanks be to Allah, 
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~t :hC (only) Originalor (or Ihe [only] Crealor) of lhe I:avens an~ 
~ ~ the Earth. Who made the angels messengers with wings· IwO 

tn ~ or thrc,c or four. He iJ1CrC~l Scs in creation ~hat lie wills. Verily_ 
~ Allah IS Able 10 do alll illngs . ) (Soara" I,atil' 35: I) 

a..£. I-ie , Most High, says, ( And (remember) the Day when 
the heaven shall be n;nl asunder with clouds, and the angels 
will be sent down. with a grand descending. The sovereign ty 
on that Day will be the true (sovereignty). belonging to the 
Most Beneficent (A llah), and it will be a hard Day for the 
di sbelievers (those who di sbelieve in the Oneness of Allah 
(Islamic Monotheism). ) (Saora" AI-FlIrqoI125:25 ,26) 

I-Ie. Most High, snys, ( 0 , you who believe! Ward off fro m 
yourse lves and your families a Firc (Hell) whose ruel is men 
and stones. over w hich arc (appointed) angels stem (and) 
severe, who d isobey not, (from executing) the Commands they 
receive from A llah, bu t do that which they are commanded. ) 
(300mh AI-Tahrcem 66 :6) 

The Verses which mention the ange ls are Ilumcrous; Allah 
desc ri bes them as be ing strong in worship and in phys ical 
rorm. They arc o f comcly appearance and huge in size and 
they take on Illany forms, as I-Ie, Most High, says . ( And 
when Our Messengers came to Loot (Lo t), he was grieved 
on their account and relt himselr straitcned ror them (lest the 
townspeople should approach them to cOlllmit sodomy with 
them). lie said. 'This is a distressful day.' And his pcople camc 
nlsh ing toward him, and since nrorctimc they uscd to com mil 
crimes (sodomy, elc .» (SooraiJ Nood II :77,78) 

We mention cd in the Tt~/.~·eer wha! marc than one scho lar said 
that thc angels appeared in the form of handsome mcn as a test 
and a tria l, so that the evidence would be establi shed aga inst the 
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people o f Lot ~ and Allah will inflict upon them the se izure 
of Allah, the Almigh ty, Most Competent. Likewise, Gabriel ~ 
lI sed to come to the Prophet :f5 in dirrerent forms; sometimes he 
wou ld come to him in the fo rm of Dihyah Ibn Kha lccfah AI­
Ka lbi , (I) sometimes in thc form or a Bedouin man, (2) somcti mes 
in his true form. (3) He has six hundred wings and the distance 
between each wing is like the distance be tween the East and the 
Wes t. The Prophet ~ saw him in this fo rm on two occasions: 
Ollce, when he was descending frolll the heaven to the Earth 
and once, at Siclrah A I-MlIIllalw, {-I I which is near to JallllClh A /-
1\1/a 'wa. (S) And this is mentioned in the Words of Allah, Most 
High: ( I Ie has been taugh t (t hi s Qur 'an) by one migh ty in 
power (J ibrael [Gabriel]), dJllIl1lirrah (free from any defect in 
body and mind). /as/m\YI (then he [JibraelJ rose and became 
stable) (Tafseer Af-Tubari) whi Ie he (J ibrael) was in the highest 
part or the horizon. Then he (Jibrael) approached and came 
closer. ) (Soorah AII-Najm 53 :5-8). Tha t is, Gabriel ~, as we 
reponed on the aut hority of more than onc of the Companions, 
including' Abdullah Ibn Mas 'ood, Abu Hura irah, Abu Oharr 
and 'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with a ll of them). (And 
was at a d istance of two bows ' length or (even) nea rer, So did 
(Allah) convey the I nspiration to II is slave. ) (Som'ail AII-Najm 
53:9, 10) Tha t is, to the slave of Allah, Muhammad ~ . Then 
He says, ( And indeed hc (Muhammad) saw him (J ibrael) at 
a second descent (i.e. anothcr time) ncar Shirah Al-Mlllltaha 
(the Late-tree of the Utmost Boundary [beyond which none 
can pass]) ) (SoO/-ali All-No jill 53: 13, 14)_ The reference in a ll 

(I) See: Sa/weh AI-Ellk/w/'i (3634) and Salleeh Muslim (2451). 

(2) Sec: Sal/celt MII.\/im (8). 

(3) Sec: Sa/well MII~1i1l/ (177). 

(4) Sit/rahAI-M/lnta/lll: '!lIe Farthest Latc-tree. 

(5) jWlI/(lh ,1I-lIIa'\\'a: The Garden of Refuge. 
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these is 10 Gabriel ~' and we have mentioned in the ahadeeth 
of A 1-1.\.,.0 . in SOOl'all SUb/lOll ( I) that Sidra" AI-Mlll/wha is 
in the seventh heaven. In .molher narration, it is men tioned 
that it is in the sixth heaven. That is, it s trunk and its branches 
arc in the seventh heaven. ( When that covered the Lotc-tree 
which d id cover it ) (Soora" III1-Nomj 53: 16). It was said thaI 
it was covered by the Light o f the Lord, the Almighty, the AIl­
Powerful. It was also said that it was covered by golden moths. 
It was also said that it was covered by Ilumerous di ffe rent 
colors, witholil limit. It was also said that it was covered by the 
angels, like ravens. It was also sa id that it was covered by the 
Light o f Allah, Most High, and no one can desc ri be it , becausc 
o r it s beauty and it s splcndor. 

There is no contradiction between these sayings. because all 
oflhem arc possible al one lime. 

Sufyan Ath-Thaw ri , Shu ' bah and Abul -A hwas narrated on 
the authority of Simak Ibn I-I arb , who reported frolll Khalid 
Ibn 'A r'a ra h that Ibn AI-Kawwa ' asked 'A li Ibn Abi Tal ib ... ,., 
about AI-Bair AI-Ma'woor and he said: " It is a mosque in the 
seventh heaven, which is known as Ad-Du/'Oh, opposite the 
Ko·boh from abovc. It s sacredness in the heaven is like the 
sacredness of the 1·louse on Earth. Every day, seventy thousand 
angels pray in it and they ncver return to it." (2) 

Others said that in cvery heaven therc is a 1·lousc wh ich is 
fi ll cd with angels, who come the re in order to worship. They 
visit it in shift s, just as the people or the Earth visil the Sacred 
1·louse in order to perfo rm Hajj every year and 10 perform 
'VII/rail a1 a ll timcs and to make fOll'cljand orIcr praye rs. 

(I) SaamII A/- /sm·. 

(2) Narrntcd by AI-Baihaqi ill Asil-S/III·ab (3/437). It also has support in the 
Sa/we/will. A/-Bllk/wr; (3207) and Mlls/im (164). 
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The name of the House which is in the heaven is Bair AI­
'I=zah and the name of the ange l who leads the ange ls in it is 
Isma'eel According to thi s. the seventy thousand ange ls who 
enter Bail AI-Ma '1I100r every dny and they do not return to it 
ngain - i.e. , they wi ll never return to it until the end of time ­
are from the inhabitants of the seventh heaven alone. This is 
why A lIah, Most High, says, ( And none can know the hosts o f 
your Lord but l ie )t (SOOl-(l" AI-klllddalluhi,. 74:3 1) 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority of Abu Dharr .:.Go that 
he said: The Messenger of Allah ~ said, " Veri ly, I see what 
you do not see and I hear what you do no t hear. The heaven 
c ri ed out and it was entitled to cry out. There is no place larger 
than the space of four fingers which does not have a prostrating 
ange l on it. If you knew what I know, you would laugh little 
and weep much, and you wou ld not take pleasure in women 
on your beds - YOll would go out to the heights and raise you r 
vo ices to Allah, the Almighty, the All-Powerful." Abu Dharr 
..t;.. said , "By Allah, I wished that I was a firm supported tree." ( I ) 

AI-H.afiz Abul-Qasim At-Tabaralli narrated on the authority 
of Jabir fbn 'Abdullah * that he sa id: The Messenger of Allah 
1k said, "There is not in the sevcn heavens the space of a foot , or 
cven a finger jo int. or a hand which does not have a prost rati ng 
ange l or a bowing angel in it. When the Day of Resurrect ion 
comes, they will a ll say, 'We would not have worshipped You 
as You deserve to be worshipped if we had not done so without 
ascribing partners to you. '" (2) 

These two narrations prove that there is no place in the seven 

(I) A sound (hllsall) hadeelh, narrated by Ahmad (2 1005), AI-Tinn idhi 
(23 12). Ibn Majah (4 190). AI-Hakim in AI-MII5flldrak(4/622. No. 8724) 
in a 111(fIl'Qooj ronn . 

(2) Narrated by A I-l~1baraJli in AI-MII}lIlII Ai-K(lbeer (2/184, no. 1151 ). 



Melliion oJlhe Crelliion oJlhe Angels lind Their 97 
.~----~------~--~----------~.~~~~~. 
heavens which is no l occupied by the angels engaged in all 
kinds of worsh ip. Some of them are continuously standing, 
others are continuously bowing and others are continuously 
prostrating. Others are involved in other fon11s of worship 
and Allah knows beller what thcy arc. They are continuously 
occupied in worshi p, glorification and remembrance of Allah; 
deeds which Allah has commanded them to do and they have 
places near to their Lord. Allah, Most High, says, ( There is not 
one or us (angels) but has his known place (or posit ion); Ve rily, 
we (angels), we stand in rows for the prayers (as you Muslims 
stand in rows for your prayers); Ve ril y, we (angels), wc are 
those who glorify (A llah's praises, i.c. ofTer prayers) (SoO/'oli 
As-SajJat 37: 164-166) 

The Prophet ~ said: "Why don ' t you draw yourselves 
up in rows as angels do in the presence of their Lord?" Thc 
Companions said , "Messenger of Allah, how do the angels 
draw themselves up in rows in the presence of their Lord'!" 
He ~ said , "They make the first row complete and keep close 
together in the row. " (I) 

He said: "We have been favoured over the rest of the mankind 
in three matters: the earth has been made as a mosque (i.e. 
a place in which to pray) for us and its dust has been made 
a means of purification for us and our ranks (in prayer) have 
been made like those of the angels." (2) 

Thus they will corne on the Day of Resurrection in front of 
their Lord, the All-Powerfu l, in ranks, as Allah, Most High, 
says, ( And your Lord comes wilh the angels in rows ) (Som'all 

(I) Narrated on the authority of Jabir Ibn Samurah .l;o. by Muslim (430), Abu 
Dawood (66 1), An-Nasa'j (8 16), Ibn Mtljah (992) tlnd Ahmad (20519). 

(2) Narrated on the authori ty of Hudhai fah Ibn AI- Yaman ..;-. by Muslim 
(522). 
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AI-Fajr 89:22) 

They will stand in rows before their Lord, the Almighty, the 
All -Powerful on the Day of Resurrec tion , as He, Most High, 
says, ( The Day that Ar-Rovh and the angels will sland forth in 
rows, none sha ll speak except him whom the Mosl Benefi cent 
(A llah) allows, and he will speak what is right ) (Soorah AI1-
Naba' 78:38) What is meant by Ar-Rooh here is mankind, 
accordi ng to • Abdu llah Ibn ' Abbas ~, AI-Hasan and Qatadah. 
It was also sa id that it means a group of angels resembling 
mankind in appearance. This was also sa id by 'Abdullah Ibn 
'Abbas ~, Mujahid, Abu Salih and A I- A ' mash. It was also sa id 
that it refers to librae l. This was the opinion of Ash-Sha'bi, 
Sa'eed Ibn Jubair and Ad-Dahhak. It was a lso said that it refers 
to an angel who is known as Ar-Rooh, who is responsible for 
all mankind. 'A li Ibn Abi Talhah reported on the authority of 
'Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ... ,n ,hat he said regarding the Words of 
Allah, Most High: ( The Day that Ar-Rooh ... will stand forth 
) that it is one of the greatest of the ange ls in form. A great 
thing has been mentioned in the descri ption of l ibrae l ~ in 
the Words of Allah, Most High: ( I-I c has been taught by One 
Mighty in power :' (Soorah AI1-Najlll 53:5). The scholars sa id 
Ihat so great is his slrength tha t he lifted up the c ities of the 
people of Loot &..9. - and they were seven in number - with 
a ll of their inhabi tants; they numbered four hundred thousand, 
in add ition to their li vestock and other animals. He also lifted 
up all the cities of the surrounding lands and their bui ldi ngs, 
e lc. He lifted all of these on the tip of one of hi s wings unti l it 
was as high as the clouds in the sky, so that the ange ls heard 
the barking of dogs and the crowi ng of their cockerels. Then 
he turned them upside-dowil - and that is the One Mighty in 

( I) According 10 scholars of /Jatieelli , . Al i Ibn Abi Talhah did not hear from 
. Abdullah Ibn· Abbas 4 . 
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Powcr. As for His Saying: ( /J/I/I Mirra" ), it means: handsome 
in fo rm, splcndid and radiant , as Allah, Most High, says in 
anOl her Vc rse: ( Ve rily. thi s is the Word o f a 1110St honorable 
messenger. ) (SoO/'all Al~ /-Iaqqall 69:40), i.c. Ji brael . and 
thc word ( honorable ) hcre means beautiful in appearance. 
His Saying: ( one mighty in power ) means that he possesses 
grcat strength and enormOliS power. ( With thc Lord o f the 
Throne means that he has a high status and eleva ted station, 
nex t 10 Allah, the Lord of the Glorious Throne. ( Obeyed there 
) means l ibrael is obeyed by the heavenly host (i.c. the angels). 
( And trustworthy ) means grea t trust has been placed ill him 
by Allah, which is why he wns the ambassador betwecn Allah 
and His Prophets (peace be upon them all ), descending to them 
with Revelation containing true informntion and just laws. 
He used to comc to the Messcnger o f Allah ;t\ and he would 
dcscend to him in a number o f d i lTerent forms, as we mentioncd 
earl ier. He saw in him in the fo ml in which Allah created him 
on two occasions. He has six hundred wings, according to the 
narration of AI~Bukhar i , onlhc authority ofTalq Ibn Ghannam, 
who reported on the authority o f Za ' idah Ash-Shaiban i that he 
sa id , " I asked Zirr about the Words o f Allah: ( And was at a 
distance of two bows' Icngth or less . So did lie con\'cy thc 
Inspiration to I li s slave. ) (Soorall An-Najm 53 :9, I 0) and hc 
said, "'Abdullah (' Abdu llah Ibn Mas'ood .J;o) in formed LIS that 
Muhammad ~ saw J ibrael ':2ii~ and he had six hundred wings." (I) 

Imam Ahmad narra ted on the authority o f Abu Wa' il, who 
reported on the au thority of' Abdullah ~ that he said , "The 
Mcssengerof A llah :t saw lib rac l ~ in hi s (original) form and 
he had six hundrcd wings and each wing fi ll cd the horizon and 
pearl s and prec ious stones of a ll co lors fe ll from his wings, in 

(I) Narrated by AI-Bukhari (4857). 
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In the Sallee/will it was reponed on the au thority of Masrooq 
that he sa id, " I was with 'A' ishah and 1 said, 'Docs not Allah 
say, ( And indeed he (M uhammad >l') saw him ill the c lear 
ho ri zon (toward the East) ) (Sooret/l At-Takweer 8 1 :23) and, 
( And indeed he (Muham mad ¥t ) saw him at a second descent 
(another time» (50omh AII-Najlll 53: 13)' She said, ' [ was the 
firs t of this nation 10 ask the Messenger o f Allah ~ about thi s 
and he s;'lid, 'That refers to none other than Jibracl ~'.'" (2) He 
did not sec hi m in the form in wh ich Allah crcnlcd hi m except 
on two occasions: he saw him descending from the heaven LO 

the Earth , the greatness o f hi s size fi lling what li es be twccn the 
heaven and the Earth. 

AI·Bukhari narra ted on the authority of • Abdullah Ibn 
'Abbas .;.. that he said, "The Messenger of A \lah ~ said 10 

librael ~~, ' Wi ll you not visit li S more than you do?' Upon 
wh ich Allah revealed: ( And we (angels) descend not except by 
the Command of your Lord (0, Muhammad). To Him belongs 
what is be fore us and what is beh ind us ) , " (Soorall Mel/ y am 
19:64) 

A I·Bukhari narrated on the authori ty of' Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas 
~ that he sa id, '·The Messenger of Allah ~ was the most 
generolls of people and he was at his 1110st generalis during 
the month of Ramadan, when l ibrac l ~ met hi m. Jibrael ..f;t, 
lI sed to meet him 0 11 every nigh t of Ramad,m ti ll the end of the 
month. The Prophet used to recite the Holy Qur'an to Jihracl, 
and when Jibrael met him, he used to be morc generolls than a 

( I) This iS:I sound (IIasllll) tradit ion narrated by Imam Ahmad (3905. 4382). 

(2) Narrated by AI·13ukhari (3235) and Muslim (177) and the wording is that 
of the laller. 
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fas t wind (which brings rain and welfare)." (I) 

One oflhe attributes o f Israfeel - who is one of the bearers of 
the Throne - is that he wi ll blow the trumpet by the Command 
of his Lord three times. The first trump is the trump ofl error, the 
second will be the Irump of swooning and the third will be the 
trump of Resurrection. The trumpet is a horn on which he will 
blow. Every circle of iL is like the distance between the heaven 
and the Earth. And in it there is a place in which the souls o f 
the slaves arc placed when Allah commands the blowing orthe 
trumpet. When it is blown, the souls will come oul of it and the 
Lord , the All-Powerful wi ll say, " By My Might and My Power, 
let evcry soul return 10 the body which it inhabited during it s 
earthly li fe." They wi ll enter the bodies in the graves and they 
wi ll enLer them, as po ison enters a person who has been stung, 
Then the bodies will come to life and the graves will split open 
over thcm and they will emerge from them and hasten to the 
ga thering place, 

This is why the Messenger of All ah ~ said, " I-low can [ li ve 
a life of ease when the bearer of the hom has pu t it to his li ps 
and raiscd his forehead anticipa ti ng to hear the call , so when 
he is ordered to blow, he will blow." The Companions said , 
"Whal should we say (supplicale) 0 , Messenger of Allah?" He 
replied: "Say. 'Suffi cient is Allah for ti S and He is the best of 
Guardians, we put our trust in Allah, our Lord ' ," (2) 

AI-Hafiz Abul-Qasim At-Tabaran i narrated on the authority 
o f ' Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ~ thai he sa id: Change on ly this 
While the Messcngcr of Allah ~ was with .librael ~ in a 
secluded place, the hor izon of the heaven split and Israfcel ~1 

( I) Narrated by AI-Bukhari (1902). 

(2) Narrated by Ahmad (1 1299) and graded authenlic. due to supporting nar­
rations. 
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approached, coming close to the Earth and swayed and then an 
ange l stood before the Prophet :IS and said , "0, Muhammad! 
Veril y, Al lah commands you to choose be tween (being) a slave­
prophet and a king-prophet. " He said , "Gab riel ~ signed to 
me with his hand to be humble and I knew that hc was advising 
me and so I said, 'A slave-prophet.' Then that angel ascended 
to the heaven and I said, '0, Gabriel! I wanted to ask you about 
this, but I saw in your expression something which deterred 
me from asking the quest ion. So who was lhat, 0 , Gabriel?' 
He said. "That was (srafecl 'i>!l. On the day that Allah crea ted 
him, He created him in front of Him, with his fee t together 
and he did not rai se his gaze. Between him and the Lord were 
seventy lights and every ti me one of them came ncar to hi m, it 
would burn out. In front of him is a tablet and whenever Allah 
commands something in the heaven or the Earth, it is raised up 
to the tablet and it strikes his forchead and he looks. I f it is one 
of my responsibi lities, then it commands me to do it; if it is one 
of Mecka 'ecl's responsibili tics, then it commands him 10 do it 
and if it is one of the Angel o f Death 's responsibilities, then it 
commands him to do iL ' 1 said, '0, Gab riel! And what arc your 
responsibilities?' He said , ' For the wind and the armies.' I sa id, 
' And what arc Mceka'ecl's responsibilities?' l-Ie sa id , 'For the 
plants and the rain ." I said, 'And what are the responsibilities 
of the Angel of Death?' I-Ie said, ' For taking the souls; I thought 
that he had descended for no other reason than to begin the 
HOll r (of Resurrcct ion) and what you saw in mc was only fear 
of the start of the Hour." (l j This h(ldeeth is glUlreeb from this 

( I) Narmted by At-Tabarani in AI-Mil 'jalll A I-Kobec,. (1 1/379, No, 1206 1). 
AI- Haithami said in Majma' A.:-Zmm 'id (9119), ··It was namltcd by At­
Tabarani and in ils chain is one Muhammad Ibn Abi Lai la; he was de­
cl3red trustworthy by some, but he had a poor memory. All or Ihe other 
narrators in the chain arc trustworthy:' The author s3id tl![llthe lext or lhe 
lu/{/eerh is glwrceb. 
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source. 

In Saheeh Muslim , it is reportcd on the au thority of ' A ' ishah 
that whcllthe Messenger of Allah ~ stood up at night to pray. he 
would say, "0, Allah, the Lord of librael, Michael and isra fccl , 
the Creator of the heavens and the Earth, Knower o f the unseen 
and the seen! Vou j udge be tween Your slaves in those matters 
in which they di sagree. Guide me with Vour permiss ion in the 
divergent views (which the people ho ld) about Truth, fo r it is 
You Who guides whom You will to the Straight Path." ( I) 

Imam Ahmad sa id : Abul-Vaman to ld LIS: Ibn ' Ayyash told us 
on the authority of' Umarah Ibn Ghaz iyyah A I-Ansa ri that he 
heard i-iumaid Ibn ' Ubaid , the freed slave ofBanu Mu 'aJJa say: 
i heard Thabi t Al-Bunan i reporting on the authori ty of Anas 
Ibn Malik ..t<., who reported from the Messenger of Allah ti 
that he sa id to Gabrie l ~, "Why do I never see Michael ~\ 

laughing?" librael ~ replied, "M ichael has not laughed since 
the Fire was created." III So these angels, who have becn clearly 
men tioncd in the Qur'an and au thentic a/wdeelh , are those 
who arc mentioned in the Prophe tic sup plica tion: "0, Allah, 
the Lord of l ibrael, Michael and Israfeel. .. " (3) So l ibrael ~ 
descends with gu idance to the Messengers, in order that they 
might convey it to the nat ions. Michael ~ is charged with 
responsib ility for the rain and the plan ts, from both of which 
sustenance is created in this (ea rthly) abode. He has ass istants 
who do as he orders them to do, by A ll ah's Command. They 
di stri bu te the winds and the c louds, in according to the Will of 
the Lord. the All- Powcrfu i. 

( I) Narrated by Muslim (770). 

(2) Narrated by Imam Ahmad ( t2930); it W;JS declared 10 be 1/(/.\"(111 due \0 
olher supporting Ilrmal ions. 

(3) The rakhreej h,ls already been given. 
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As for the Angel o f Deat h, hi s name is not made clear in the 
Qur 'an or in the au thentic afTadeelli, though it has been givcn 
as ' Izra 'cel in some traditions - and Allah knows better, 

Allah, Most High, says, ( Say: 'The angel of death, who is 
selover you, will take your souls, then you shall be brought to 
your Lord ' ," ) (Sool'ali As-Sajdali 32: 11), He has helpers who 
ex trac t the soul of the slave from the body until it reaches the 
throat, whereupon, the Angel of Death takes it in his hand; and 
when he takes it , he docs not leave it in his hand for more than 
the bl ink of an eye before it is taken by his he lpers and cast 
into shrouds befi tting it , as made clear in the explanat ion of the 
Words of Allah, Most High: ( Allah will keep firm those who 
believe, with the \\ord that stands finn in this world ( i. c, they 
will keep on worshippi ng Allah alolle and none else) and in the 
Hereafter. ) (SoOl'afT fbraheelll 14:27) 

Then they ascend with it. Ifit was a righteous soul, the ga les 
of the I-leaven are opened for it , but if it was not righteous, 
they remain closed to it and it is thrown down to the Earth, 
Allah, Most High, says, ( He is the Irresistible, Supreme over 
His slaves, and I-I e sends guardians (angels guarding and 
writing all of one's good and bad deeds) over you, until when 
dea th upproaehes one of you, Our Messengers (the Angel of 
Death and his assi !-tants) take hi s soul , and they never neglect 
their duty. Then thl.!Y arc returned 10 Allah, their Mawla (True 
Master [God] , the Just Lord [to reward them]) , Surely, llis 
is the Judgment and lIe is the Swiftes t in taking account. ) 

(SoO/"ail AI-A ll 'all/ 6:6 1,62) 

We mentioned in the hadeelh of the trumpet, on the authority 
of Abu H urai rah ~ , who reported from the Messenger of Allah 
:fij, in a long Iwdeerh, that he said, "Allah wi ll command Israfeel 
to blow all the trumpet and make the trump of swooning and 
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he wi ll do so, upon which the inhabitants of the heavens and 
the inhabi tants of the earth will swoon, except those whom 
Allah wills. Then while they are lying still , the Angel of Death 
will come to Allah, the Omnipotent, the Almighty, the AIl­
Powerful and he will say, ' 0 , my Lord! The inhabitants of 
the heavens and the earth have died, except those whom You 
willed. ' Then Allah - Who knows better who remains - will 
say, ' Who remains?' The Angel of Death wi ll reply, 'You, the 
Ever-Living, Who does not die, remain and the bearers ofVour 
Throne remain, as do Gabriel and Michael and I (also) remain.' 
Then Allah will say, ' Let Gabriel and Michael die.' Then Allah 
will make His Throne speak and it wi ll say, '0, my Lord! Shall 
Gabriel and Michael die?' Allah will answer, "Silence! For I 
have ordained death for everyone who is beneath My Throne. ' 
So they will both die and then the Angel of Death will come 
to the Omnipotent, the Almighty, the All -Powerful and he 
wi ll say, '0, my Lord! Gabriel and Michael have died." Then 
Allah - Who knows better who remains - will say, 'Now who 
remains?' He will say, ' You, the Ever-Living, Who does not 
die, remain , the bearers of Your Throne remain and I remain. ' 
Then Allah will say, ' Let the bearers of My Throne die.' So they 
will die and A llah will command the Throne and it will se ize 
the trumpet from Isra fee l. Then the Angel of Death will come 
to Allah and say, '0, my Lord! The bearers of the Throne have 
died.' Then Allah - Who knows better who remains - will say, 
'Who remains? ' The Angel of Death wi ll reply, 'Vou, the Ever­
living, Who does not die, remain and I remain. ' Then Allah will 
say, 'You are one of My creation; I have created you for what I 
willed, so die. ' Then he wi ll die and when none remains , except 
Allah, the One, the Irresistible, the (Indivisible) One, the Self 
-Sufficient, Who does not beget, nor was He begotten and Who 
has no equal, He wil l be the Last, just as He was the First ... " 
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Th is was narrated by At-Tabarani , Ibn Jareer and AI-Baihaqi . (I) 

Among the angels whose names have been mentioned in the 
Qur 'an are Harool and Maroa!. There are numerous sayings 
pertaining to them reported from the Sala/ and many traditions 
have been reported concern ing their siory and their affairs, but 
mosl of them are Isra'eeliyyat. 

Among the angels whose names are given in Ihe aIJadee/h are 
Munkar and Nakeer (peace be upon them both). Their names 
have been ment ioned numerous times regarding the questions 
in the grave and we have recorded them with Allah 's Words: 
( Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that 
stands firm in thi s world (i .e. they wil! keep on worshipping 
Al lah , Alone, and none else) and in the Herea fter and Allah wi ll 
cause to go (further) astray those who are zalimool1 (polythe ists 
and wrongdoers, elc.), and Allah does what He will s. ) (Soorah 
Ibraheem 14:27) They arc responsible for the trial of the grave 
and have been charged with the responsibi li ty of ques tioning 
the inhabitant of the grave about his Lord and his Religion 
and his Prophet and they test the righteous and the sinners. 
They have black faces and blue eyes and they have fangs; their 
physical fo rms arc disturb ing and their voices are terrify ing. 
May Allah protect us from the punishment of the grave and 
make us steadfast with steady speech. Ameen. 

Al-Bukhari has narrated on the authori ty of 'Unvah that 
' A' ishah, the wife of the Prophet ~, informed him that she 
said to the Prophet ~, " Have you encollntered a day harder 
than the Day (of the BaUle) of Uhud?" The Prophet 3< replied, 

(I ) Narrated by At-Taburan i in AI-Alwdeelh AI-Ti lm/ (36), by Ibn Jarccr in 
his Taf~eer (24/30), by AI-Baihaqi in A/-8(/ 'th AII -NI/shoor (668 and 669) 
and by As-Suyooti in Ad-Dll r,. AI-Mall/hoor Fi/-Ta/seer Bi/-Moilwor 
(7/257). 
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" Your tribes have troubled me a lot, and the worst troub le was 
the trouble on the day of 'Aqabah, when I presented myself to 
Ibn 'Abd Yalil Ibn 'Abd Kulal and he did not respond to my 
demand. So I departed, overwhelmed with ex treme sorrow, and 
proceeded on and could not rclax till 1 found myself at Qarn 
Ath-Tha 'alib where I lifted my head toward the sky to see a 
cloud shadi ng me unexpected ly. I looked up and saw Gabriel in 
it. He ca lled me saying, 'Allah has heard your people's saying 
to you and what they have replied back to YOll . Allah has sent 
the Angel of the Mountains to you so that you may order him 
to do whatever you wish to these people. ' The Angel of the 
Mountains called and greeted me and then sa id, '0 Muhammad! 
Order what you wish. If you like, I will let AI-Alcllshaba in (i.e. 
the two mountains) fa ll on them.' The Prophet ~ said, 'No, but 
I hope that Allah willict thcm beget children who will worshi p 
Allah, Alone, and wi ll worship none bes ides Him ' ." ( I) 

Sectiol1 011 the Categories of AI/gels 

The ange ls (peace be upon them) are divided into varioll s 
categorics, accord ing to the responsib ilities which Allah has 
ordaincd for them. Among thcm are the bearers of the Throne, 
as mentioned earlie r. Others include the Archangels, who are 
around the Thronc and they are the l11os1 honorcd of the angels, 
along wi th the bearcrs o f thc Throne; and they are the angc ls 
closest to Allah, as He, Most High, says, ( The Messiah wil l 
never be proud to rejcc t to be a slave to Allah, nor the angcls 
who arc ncar (to Allah). ) (SoO/'oil AII-Niso' 4: 172) 

Also among thcm are Jibracl and Michacl (peace bc upon 

(I) Narrated by AI-l3ukhari (3231) and Muslim (1795). 
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them both). A llah has ment ioned regardi ng them Ihal they 
seck forgiveness for the Bel ievers in thcir absence, as A llah , 
Most High, says, Thos\.! (ange ls) who bea r the Throne (of 
Allah) and those around it g lorify the pmises o rtheir Lord, and 
believe in I-l im, and seck forgiveness fo r those who be lieve (in 
the Oneness of A llah) (say ing): 'Our Lord! You comprehend 
a ll things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those who repent 
and follow Your Way, and save them from the torme nt o f the 
blazing Fire! O ur Lord! And make them enter the 'lie/II (Eden) 
Parad ise (everl astil lg ga rdens) wll ich you have promised them, 
and to the righteou j among thei r fathers, the ir wi \es, and the ir 
offspring! Verily, YOli arc the Almighty. Ihe Most Wise. A nd 
save them fro m (the punishment , because of what they did 
o f) the sins. and whomsoever You save from (the punishment. 
because of what thcy did of) the sins ( i.e. excuse them) that 
day, him verily, Yo u have taken into mercy.' And that is the 

supreme success. (Soorah Glwjil' 40:7-9) 

And because of their pure natures, they love those who 
possess thi s attribute and it has been authentica lly reported in 
the hadeefh onlhe authority of the truthful Olle and the one who 
is be li eved (i. e. Muhammad ~), "When the s lave supplicates 
on behalf of his brother in hi s heart , the angel says, 'A meen; 
and for you be the same'." nl 

Also among them arc the inhabi tants of the seven heavens; 
they ab ide there in constant worship, night and day, morning 
and evening, as A llah, Most High, says, ( They (i .e. the angels) 
glorify Il is Prai ses night and day (and) they never slacken ( in 

doing so). ) (Soornh AI-AI/hiya· 2 1 :20) 

The cllstodi<lll of Paradise is an angel whose name is Ridwan; 

( I) NarrJted by Muslim (2732). Abu Dawood ( I 534). tbn Majah (2895). Ah­
mad (270 10). on the authority or Abu Ad-Darda· -Go. 
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thi s has been clearly reported in a number of ahadeeth. I I) 

Also among them are those responsible for the Fire and they 
are Az-Zabaniyyah. In front of them are nineteen angels. The 
custodian of the Fire is Malik and he is in charge of all of the 
guardians. Il is they who are referred to in the Words o f Allah, 
Most High: ( And those in the Fire will say to the keepers 
(angels) o f Hell , ' Ca ll upon your Lord to lighten for us the 
torment fo r a day' I" ) (Saaral! Gha];r 40 :49) 

Allah, Most High, says, ( And they will cry : ' 0 Malik 
(keeper or Hell)! Let your Lord make an end o r us." He will 
say: 'Veri ly, you shall ab ide forever.' Indeed We have brought 
the truth (Muhammad ~ with the Our'an) to you, but Illost of 
you have a hat red for the truth . ) (5001'011 Az-Zukhl'llj43:77, 78) 

AI-Walibi reported 0 11 the authority of' Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas 
..!'fi, regardi ng the Words of Allah, Most High: ( For each (person), 
the re are IIIl1 'aqqibol in succession, before and behind him . 
They guard him by the Command of Allah . Verily ! Allah will 
110t change the good condition of a people as long as they do not 
change their state of goodness thcmselves (by comm itti ng sins 
and by bei ng ungra tcfu l and disobedien t to Allah). BUI when 
Allah wills a people's punishment, there can be no turn ing back 
of it, and they wil l find besides Him no protector.) (Soorah Ar­
Ra'd 13: II ) that he sa id that the /11/1 'aqqibat by the Command 
of Allah are lhe angels. ' Ikrimah reported on the authority of 
'Abdullah ibn ' Abbas ~ that he said regard ing the Words of 
Allah: ( They guard him by lhe Command 0(' A llah . ) , The 
angels guard him from in front of him and from behind him 
and when Allah's Ordainment comes, they leave him. Mujah id 

( \ ) Sec: Must/ad Ash-Shilwb (21\30). In Ad-DII/'/' AI-Man/fwo/' Fil-T(lf~ee/' 

Bil-Ma [floo/' (355/8), As-SuyOOli attributed it to Ad-Daraqutni, on the 
authority of Anas J;;, . 
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said , " Evely s lave has an angel charged with protecting him 
during his sleep and his wakefulness from thejinn and mankind 
and haml ful creatures . And nothing can come to him intending 
to harm him without an angel saying, "Behind you!" - Unless 
Allah wi lls that it should affli ct him, in which case it will do so. 
Also among them are the angels entrusted with protect ing the 
deeds of the slaves, as Allah, Mosl High, says, ( (Remember) 
Ihat the two rece ivers (recording angels) receive (each human 
being a fter he or she has atta ined the age of puberty), one sitt ing 
on the right and one on the left (to note hi s or her actions). Not 
a word does he (or she) utter, but there is a watcher by him 
ready (10 record il). ) (Saara" Qa[SO: 17, 18) 

Allah, Most High, says, ( But veri ly, over you (are appointed 
angels in charge o f mankind) to watch you. Kiramon (honorable) 
Ka fi been writing down (your deeds). They know all that you 
do. ) (Saarah A I-Inft/ar 82 : I 0-12) 

So Allah made them honorable in their being and in their 
behavior. A part of their honorableness is demonstrated in the 
hadeelll narrated in the books of authentic alladeelll and in the 
Sunon II) and MasQneed (2) on the authority of a number of the 
Companions 4 , who reported from the Messenger of Allah 3%' 
that he said, "The ange ls do not enter a house in which there 
is a picture or in wh ich there is a dog or in which there is a 
person in a state ofjanaball. (3)" (4) In the narration of' Asim Ibn 

([) Sill/an : Collections of ahadeerh arranged according to subject matter. 

(2) /v/a!i(llleed: Collee lions of (lhadeelh arranged according to their (lsullf.'ed 
(chains of narrators). 

(3 ) JU/Jabah: Ritual impurity. 

(4) With the add ilioll ur the words: "or where there is a person in a state of 
jal/abah,"th is is a weak narration . II was narrated by Abu Dawood (227), 
by An- Nasa'i (26 1), by Ahmad ( 1292) and by Ibn Hibban in his Sahedt 
(5/4, No. 1205). As for Ihe hadeeth narraled on the aUlhorily of ' Abdullah 
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Damrah, who reported on the authority of 'Ali Ibn Abi Talib 
.:;c, is the addition "or urine." (1) In the narration of Rafi' , on 
the authority of Abu Sa'eed AI-Khudri ~, in a lIlaljoo' form, it 
was stated: "The ange ls do not enter a house in which there is 
a picture or a statue." (1) And in the narration of Mujahid on the 
authority of Abu I-Iurairah ~, in a l/1a1foo' form , it was stated: 
"The angels do not enter a house in which there is a dog or a 
statue." (3) In a narration on the authority of Abu I-I urairah .f,..., it 
was stated that he said: The Messenger of Allah ~ said, "The 
angels do not accompany travelers who have with them a dog 
or a bell." (4) It was narrated by Zurarah Ibn Aw fa, who reported 
on the authority or the Messenger of Al lah ~ that he said, "The 
angels do not accompany travelers who have with them a bell." 
(5) AI-Bazzar narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah 4> that 
he sa id: The Messenger of Allah ;s sa id , "Verily, the angels of 
Allah know t~' l e children of Adam," and I thi nk he said, "and 
they know thei : deeds, so if they see a slave performing an 
act of obedience to Allah, they speak of it among themselves 
ilnd they name it and say, 'So-and-so has succeeded this night. 
So-and-so has been saved this night. ' But if they see a slave 
committing an act of disobedience to Allah, they speak of it 
among themselves and they name it and say, 'So-and-so is 

Ibn 'Abbas ~, which states that: "Angels do not en ter a house in which 
there is a dog or a picture," it was narrated by Muslim (3929). 

( I) This is an extremely weak fwdeelh. It was narrated by Imam Ahmad .;.. 
and it contains in its chain of narrators one 'Arm Ibn Khalid, who is a liar. 

(2) Thi s is an authentic hac/eelll narrated by Imam Ahmad ( 11448), Malik 
( 180 I) and 1\1-Tinnidhi (2805). 

(3) Th is hadeelh is authentic in meaning; it was narrated by Abu D,l\vood 
(4 158) and I\t-Timlidhi (2806). 

(4) Narrated by Muslim (21 13), I\bu Dawood (2555), At-Tirm idhi (1703), 
Ahmad (75 12) and Ad-Darimi (2676). 

(5) An authentic hadeelll narrated by Ahmad (8772). 
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destroyed th is night '." (I) 

AI-Bukhari narrated on the au thority of Abu Hurairah 4;, that 
he said: The Messenger of Allah j1f; said, "The angels keep on 
descending from and ascending to the heaven in turn, some at 
night and somc by day, and all of them assemble togethe r at 
the time of the Fa)r and ' Asr prayers. Then those who have 
stayed with you overn ight asccnd unto Allah, Who asks them, 
and He knows the answer belter than they, ' How have you 
left My slaves?' They reply, 'We have left them pray ing as we 
found them praying' ." (2) This is the wording in the Book a/the 
Beginning a/Creation. 

What is meant is that every person has two protect ing angels, 
one before him and the other behind him. They protect him 
fro m Allah 's Command, by Allah 's Command. And there are 
two recording angels, one on his right and one on his left; and 
the recording ange l on the right commands the ange l on the 
left. The one on the right records his good deeds, while the 
one on the lert records his bad deeds. When the angel on the 
left intends to record a bad deed, the angel on the right says 
to him, "G ive him a respi te, that haply, he may repent or seek 
forgiveness." If he. performs a good deed, the angel on the 
right records it without hes itation, as Allah, Most High, says, 
« Remember) that the two receivers (recording angels) rece ive 
(each human being after he or she has attained the age of 
puberty), one sitt ing on the right and one on the left (to note his 
or her actions). Not a word docs he (or she) utter, but the re is 
a wa lcher by him ready (10 record il ). ) (Soara" Qa[SO: 17, 18) 

(1) This was mentioned by Al- Haitharni in Majma' A::-Zawa 'it! (I 0/226) and 
he said orit, "Narfilled by Al- Bazzar; it contains (in its chain of narrators) 
people whom I do not know," 

(2) Narrated by AI-Bukhari (3223). 
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As fo r the hac/eelh narrated by Imam Ahmad on the authority 
of' Abdullah Ibn Mas'ood ~, in which he sa id: The Messcnger 
of Allah ~ said, "There is not a single one of you but has his 
qarecn fro m among thej inn and his qareen (companion) from 
among the angels." They sa id, "And you also, Messenger of 
Allah?" I-Ie replied, " Yes, I also, but Allah has helped me against 
him so that he does not command me except in that which is 
(rue and good." (II It is possib le that this qareell from the ange ls 
is unlike the qareen that protec ts mankind. He is on ly charged 
with guidi ng [md directing him by Allah's Perm ission to the way 
of goodness and the path o f righteousness. Li kewise, the qareell 
from among the devi ls has been charged to spare no effo rt in 
causing con fusion and misguidance. The one who is protected 
is the one whom A Ilah, the Almighty, the All -Powerful protec ts 
- and Allah is the One from Whom protection is sought. 

Al-Bukhari narrated on the au thority of Abu Hurairah ~ that 
he sa id: The Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Every Friday the 
angels take their stand at every gale of the mosques 10 write Ihe 
names o f the people chronologica lly (i.e. accord ing to the timc 
of thei r arriva l for the Friday prayer) and whcn the IlIIalll sit s 
(on the pulpit) they fold up their sc rolls and gel ready to li sten 
to the sermon." (1) Al-Bukhari narrated in this from th is source 
and it is narrated in the Saheehain from anothe r source. (3) 

Allah, Most High, says, ( And recite thc Qur'an in the 
ea rl y dawn (i.e. the morn ing prayer). Veri ly, the reci tation o f 
the Qur'nn in the early dawn is ever witnessed (attended by 
the ange ls in charge of manki nd of the day and the nigh t). ) 
(SoO/-ail AI- Ism' 17:78) 

([) Narrated by Muslim (28 [4) and Imam Ahmad (3770). 

(2) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3211 ). 

(3) Narrated by AI-I3ukhari (929) and Muslim (850). 
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AI-Bllkhari narrated on the authority of Abu Hll rai rah 
.t;r. from the Proph ~t ~ that he said , "A prayer perfo rmed in 
congrega tion is tw~nty-five times more superior in reward to 
a prayer performed by a single person. The angels of the nigh t 
and the angels of the day are assembled at the lime or the Fajr 
prayer." Abu I-Iurairah ..;o added, " If you wish, you can recite: 
( And rec ite the Qur'an in the ea rly dawn ( i.e. prayer. Verily, 
the rec itat ion of the Qur ' an in the carly dawn is ever witnessed 
(attended by the ange ls in charge of mankind of the day and the 
night). ) (Saara" AI-Isra ' 17:78) 

Al-Bukhari narrated , on the authority of Abu I-Iurairah ~, 

that he sa id: The Messenger of A llah ~ sa id , "When a man 
calls his wife to his bed (to have sexual relat ions with her) and 
she refuses and causes him to sleep in anger, the ange ls curse 
her tilll11orn ing." /II 

It has been narrated in the Saheehail1 that the Messenger of 
A llah ~ sa id, " When the l//tam says Ameell (in the prayer), 
says Ameen, because if anyone's {(I'meen (saying Ameen) 
coincides with that of the angels, all of his previous sins will 
be for given." (21 

Imam Ahmad narrated, on the authori ty of Abu J-Iura irah ..tc. 
or on the authori ty of Abu Sa'eed AI-Khudri ~, - AI-A ' mash 
(one of the narra tors) was unsure which of them it was - sa id: 
The Messenger of A llah ;is said, "Veril y, Allah has angels 
who travel throughout the earth in addition to the recorders 
of manki nd and when they find people remembering Allah, 
the Almigh ty, the A ll -Powerful, they call out to one ano ther, 
'Collle to the object of yo ur des ire! ' And they take them li p to 
the lowest heaven. Their Lord asks then, and He knows be tter 

( I) Narrated by At-tlukhari (3237). 

(2) Narrated by AI-Bukhari (780) and Muslim (78 t). 
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than them, ' What are My slaves saying?' They say: 'They are 
glorifying, magnifying, praising and extoll ing You.' He asks, 
' Have they seen Me?' They say, 'No, by Allah, they have not 
seen You.' He asks, 'And how would it be if they saw Me?' 
They say, 'They would be even more fe rvent and devoted in 
their praise and worship.' He asks, ' What arc they asking me 
forT They say, 'They ask You for Paradi se.' He asks, ' And 
have they seen it?' They say, 'No, by Allah, Lord, they have not 
seen it .' He asks, 'And how would it be if they saw it?' Thcy 
say: 'They would be even more eager for it and they would 
beseech You even more earnestl y.' He asks, 'And what do they 
seek My protec tion from?' They say, ' From the Fire of Hell .' 
He asks, ' j-jave they seen it?' They say, 'No, by Allah, they 
have not seen it .' He asks, ' And how would it be if they saw 
it?' They say: 'They would be even more afraid and anxious 
to escapc it .' Allah says: ' You arc My wi tnesses that I have 
forgiven them.' One of the angels says: 'So-and-so is not really 
one of them; he came (to the ga thering) for SOme other reason. ' 
Allah says, 'They were all in the gathering, and onc of them 
will not be excluded (frol11 forgiveness),." tI) 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the <lUthority of Abu Hurairah ..;c, 
that he said : The Messenger orA llah ~ said , " Whoever relieves 
a believer from a hardship in this li fe, Allah will re lieve him from 
a hardship on the Day of Resurrection. Whosoever brings ease to 
a believer who is in d ifficulty, Allah will bring ease to him in both 
this life and the next. Whosoever concea ls the shortcomings of 
a Muslim, Allah will conceal his shortcomings in this world and 
the nex t. Allah will always help a servant as long as that servant 
helps his brother. And whoever follows a path by which he seeks 
knowledge, Allah will make easy for him a path to Paradise. 
Those people who assemble in a house from among the houses 

( I) This is an authentic !wdeellt narrated by Imam Ahnmd (7376). 
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of Allah (mosques) and reeite the Book of A llilh and learn and 
teach the Q ur ' an, tranquility will descend upon them and merey 
will cover them and the angels will surround them. Allah makes 
a ment ion of lhem in the presence o rl ilose ncar Him, and hc who 
is slow-paced in doing good deeds, his (exa lted) lineage will not 
make him go faste r." (I) 

Imam Ahmad narrated from' Abdullah Ibn Mas'ood ~ that 
the Mcssenger of A llah ~ said : " Verily, Allah has angels who 
travel in the ea rth. They convey to me Ihe peace greet ings 
(sa/alii) from my Vlllmob." (2) 

Likcwise, when a slave leaves his house and says, " Bislllillalu' 
Tawakka/fll 'A/aI/alii Hi-I La t-1awla IVa La QUII'II'ara ilia Billah 
(In the Name of Allah, I have placed my trust in Allah and there is 
no strength and no power except in Allah)," the ilngcl says to him, 
" Your needs sha ll be fulfi lled, you shal l be saved from diffi culti es 
and hardships. Satan , hearing thcsc words, leaves him," O) 

The a/wdeerh in which the angels are mentioned are numerous 
and we have mentioned from them what A llah has made casy 
for liS, all praise be to Him. 

Section Regarding the Superiority of Angels 
Over Mankind 

People have differed regarding the superiority o f the ange ls 

( I) Narrated by Ahmad (7379) and ;"'llIs li111 (2699). 

(2) This is an allthemic //{Ide!!'}' nlJrralcd by Imam Ahlllild (4198). 

(3) This is an authentic har/eelh narrated by Abu D .. wood (5095) and 1\1-

Ti rmidhi (3426), on the authority of An as Ibn M<1 lik ~. 
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over mankind, hold ing a number of di ve rse opin ions: Most o f 
what has been written re lating to this issue is recorded in the 
book s of the rational ists and the disagreements there in with 
the Mu ~azilires and those who agreed with their opin ions, 
The o ldest di scourse tha t I have seen relat ing to th is issue is 
that mentioned by A I-Hafiz Ibn ' Asak ir in h is Tareekh, in the 
biography of Umayyah Ibn 'A nlr Ibn Sa'eed Ibn A I- 'As, in 
which it was sta ted that he attended a gathe ri ng he ld by ' Umar 
Ibn ' Abdul-Aziz and found wi th him a group of people, ' Ulllar 
sa id, "There is no one more noble in Allah's Sight than a noble 
person from the children of Adam," And he cited as evidence 
for hi s claim the Words of Allah, Most High: ( Ve ril y, those 
who be lieve (in thc O neness o f Allah and in His Messenger, 
Muhammad [peace be upon him] includ ing al l ob ligat ions 
ordered by Is lam) ancl do righteous good deeds, they arc the best 

of crea tures. ) (Soorah AI-Bayyillall 98:7) Umayyah Ibn 'A mr 
Ibn Sa'eed agreed with him in thi s, but 'lrak Ib;, Mal ik said, 
"There is none more noble in Al lah's Sight than His angels: 
they perpetua ll y se rve Hi m and they arc His messengers to hi s 
Prophets." He c ited as ev idence fbr his claim the Words of Allah, 
Most High: ( " Yo ur Lord d id not fo rbid you thi s tfce save you 
should become angels Of become of the imll1orta ls," ) (Soomh 
AI-A 'raJ 7:20) 'Umar Ibn 'Abdul-Aziz said to Muhammad 
Ibn Ka ' b AI-QlIrazi, "What do you say, Abu I-I amzah?" He 
sa id , "A llah has honored Adam and created him with His Hand 
and He breathed into him of His Spi rit and caused the angels 
to prostra te before him and I-Ie c reated from his progeny the 
Prophets, the Messengers and those whom the tIngels visi!." 
' Umar Ibn 'Abdul -Aziz agreed with this jlldgment, but he c ited 
evidence other than that c ited by Muhammad Ibn Ka ' b and he 
declared the li se of Allah's Words: ( Veri ly, those who believe 
(in the Oneness o f Allah and in Il is Messenge r. Muhammad 
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[peace be upon hun] includi ng all obligations ordered by 
Islam) and do rigll1eous good deeds ... ) as evidence for man's 
superiority to be weak, because the Verse is not exclusive to 
mankind; Allah has described the angels as havi ng fa ith in 
His Words: ( And they (the angels) believe in Him. ) (SoOl·oll 
Gllafir 40:7) and also the jinn: ( And indeed when we heard 
the Guidance (th is Qur 'an), we believed therein (I slamic 
Monotheism) ) (Saarah AI-Jinn72: 13) and: ( And of us some 
are Muslims (who have suhmilled to Allah, after listening to 
Ihis Qur 'an), ) (SoO/'oil A/-Jillll 72: 14) 
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Allah, Most High, says, ( He created man (Adam) from 
sounding clay like the clay of pottery. And thej inn did He create 
from a smokeless flame offire. Then which of the Bless ings of 
your Lord will you both Uinn and men) deny? ) (SoO/'al1 Ar­
Rahman 55: 14-16) 

He, Most High, says, ( And indeed, We created man from 
sounding clay of altered black smooth mud. And the j illn, We 
created afore timc from the smokeless fla me of fi re. ) (Soomh 
AI-Hijr 15:26,27) 

'Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ~. ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, AI-Hasan and a 
number of others said that the meaning of the Words of Allah, 
Most High: ( from a smoke less flame of fi re ) (SoOJ'all Ar­
Rahman 55 :15) is: from the tip of the flame, or in another 
narration, from the purest and best part efit. We have mentioned 
previously by way of Az-Zuhri , on the authority of ' Urwah, 
who reported on Ihe authority of 'A' ishah Ihat she said: The 
Messenger of Allah ~ sa id: "The angels were created from 
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li ght, the j inn were c reated from a smokeless fire and Adam 
was created from what has been described (in the Qur 'an) to 
you (i.e. from clay )." (I) 

Many of the scholars of taj~'eer said that the jinn were created 
before Adam i:&9 and that the /tinn (2) and the bil1l1 lived in the 
Earth bcfore mankind and Allah sent the ji nn against thcm and 
they killed them, drove them out of it and exterminated them. 
And they inhabited it afte r them, because of what they had 
donc. As-Sudd i sa id in hi s Tt!fseeron the authority o f ' Abdullah 
Ibn 'Abbas, on the authori ty of MlJn'uh, who rcported 011 the 
authority of ' Abdullah Ibn Mas 'ood and on the authority of 
some of the Companions of the Messenger of Allah :l1fj, that 
they sa id tha t when A llah had completed the crea tion as I-Ie 
w il led, He ascended (istall'a) over the Throne and He appoi nted 
Iblees over the dom inion of the earth ly heaven . I-Ie be longed 
to a tribe o f the ange ls known as the j inn. They were called the 
jinn because Ihey were the guardians of A I-Jalll/a/t (Paradise). 
In add ition to hi s do min ion o f Ihe earthly heavcn, Iblecs was a 
guardian and the idea grew in hi s heart that Allah had favored 
only him above a ll of the ange ls. Ad~Dahhak mcnt ions, on the 
authority o f 'Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ~, that when thejinn caused 
corruption in the Earth committed bloodshed, Allah sent Iblees 
aga inst thcm wilh an army of ange ls and thcy killed them and 
expelled thcm from the land to is lands in the seas. 

Muhammad Ibn Ishaq reported, on the authority o f' Abdullah 
Ibn ' Abbas ~. lhal he said lhal lhe name of IbIees before he 
committed the act of di sobedience (to Allah) was' Azazeel 
and he was one of the inhabitants of the Earth and one of the 
strongest o f Ihe angels in formulat ing legal j udgments and the 

(I) Namucd by r-,'Iuslim (2996) and Imam Ahmad (24826). 

(2) /linll: Tht! wcakes1 and lowest or1hejinn. 
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greatest of them in know ledge. He hai led from a tribe known 
as the linn. 

A I-Hasan A I-Basri said: " He was not of the angels for even 
the blink o f an eye. His orig in was the jinn, just as Adam 's 
orig in was human." Shahr Ibn Hawshab and others sa id that 
Ib lces was of the j inn whom the ange ls expe lled and they 
captured some o fth cm and took them to the heavell . This was 
narrated by Ibn Ja ree r A l-Tabari . 

They said that when A llah w illed to create Adam ~ in orde r 
that he might be 0 11 the Earth along with his progeny who came 
after him and created his body from it, Ib lees - whose name at 
that time was' Azazcc l and who was the leader of the jinn and 
the most ferve nt of them in worshipping Allah - went around 
and inside his body and w hen he found that it was hollow, he 
realized that he was a creation who could not be contro lled and 
he sa id , " If I gain mastery over you, I will certa inly destroy yo u, 
but if you ga in mas tery over me, I w ill di sobey you." Then, 
when A llah blew into him o f His Spirit , as we shall see, and 
commanded the ange ls to prostrate be fore him, Iblees became 
fi lled with extreme envy and re fused to prostrate befo re him. 
I-Ie said , " I am better than he; You created me from fire and 
You crea ted him from clay." So he di sobeyed the command 
and opposed the Lord, the A lmighty, the A ll -Powerful and he 
commitled a sin by hi s words and was w ithdrawn from the 
Mercy of ll is Lord and removed from the high position that he 
had occupied due to his worshi p. I-Ie had resembled the angels 
but he was no t o f the same spec ies as them, because he was 
created from fire, while they were created from ligh t. He had 
been deceived by hi s nature and returned to hi s fiery orig in: 
( So the ange ls prostra ted themselves, all ofthel11, except Iblees 
(Satan) he was proud and was one oflhe disbe lievers . ) (SoOl'aII 
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Sad 38 :73 ,74) 

So Iblccs was scnt down fro lll thc heavcnly host and he was 
prohib ited from ever entering it again. As a resu lt , he went 
down to the Earth wretched, humbled, di sgraced and expelled, 
with the threat (or promise) of the Fire for him and those of the 
jinn and mankind who follow him. In spite o f thi s, he exerts 
all of his efforts to misguide the children of Adam, by every 
means and every way, as Allah, Most High, says, ( (Iblees) 
sa id. 'See? This one whom You have honored above me, if You 
give me resp ite (keep me alive) to the Day of Resurrection, I 
will surely se ize and mislead his offspring (by sending thcm 
astray), a ll but a rew!' (A llah) sa id , 'Go, and whosoever of 
them fo llows you, sure ly! Hell will be the recompense of 
you (a ll ) an ample recompense. And lstajii= (litera lly means: 
befool them gradually) those whom you can among them with 
your vo icc (i.e. songs, Illllsic, and any other call for Allah's 
di sobedience), make assaults on them with your cavalry and 
your infalllry, 111lilually share with them wealth and children (by 
tempting them to earn money by illegal ways usury, etc., or by 
committing illegal sexua l intercourse, etc.), and make promises 
to them. But Satan promises them nothing but dece it. Veri ly! 
My slaves (Le. the true believers of Islamic Monotheism), you 
have no authority over them. And AlI~Su fficie nt is your Lord as 
a Guardian' ,") (Saara" AI-Isl'o' 17:62-65) And we shall rcla te 
the story in de tail when we ment ion the crea tion of Adam ~. 

Allah, Most High, says in SOO/'o" AI-Jillll, ( Say (0, 
Muhammad): ' It has been revealed to me that a group (from 
three to ten in number) ofjinn li stened (to this Qur'an). They 
said, 'Verily! We have heard a wonderful Recital (thi s Qur ' an)! 
It gu ides 1O the Right Path. and we have believed therein , 
and we shall never join (in worship) anything with our Lord 
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(Allah). And exalted be the Majesty o f ollr Lord, He has taken 
neither a wife, nor a son (nor ofTspring nor ch ildren). And that 
the fooli sh among li S ( i. e. Iblces) or the polythcists among the 
j inn used to utter against Allah that wh ich was wrong and not 
right. And verily, we thought that men anci j inil would not utlc r 
a lie against Allah. And verily, therc were men among-mankind 
who took shelter with the masculine among the j inn, but they 
(the jinn) increased them (mankind) in sin and disbelief. And 
they thought as you thought. that A llah wi ll not send any 
Messenger (to mankind or jinn). And we have sought to reach 
the heavcn: but found it filled with stcrn guards and flaming 
fires. And ve ril y, we lIsed to sit there in stations. to (steal) a 
hearing. but anyone who li stens now wi ll fi nd a fl aming fire 
watching him in ambush. And we know 110t whether evil is 
intended for those on Earth, or whether their Lord intends for 
them a Right Path. There are among us some that arc righteous, 
and some the opposite; we arc groups each having a d ifferent 
way (rel igious sect. etc.) . And we think that we cannot escape 
(from the punishment of) Allah on Earth, nor can we escape 
(from the punishment) by fli ght. And indeed when wc hcard 
the Guidance (th is Qur' an) , we be lieved therein (Islamic 
tVlonotheism). and whosoever believes in his Lord shall have 
no fear. either o f a decrease in the reward of his good deeds 
or an increase in punishment for his sins. And of us some are 
Muslims (who have submitted to Allah, after li stening to this 
Qur 'an), and of us some are al-qasiloon. (disbelievers, those 
who have dev iated from the Right Path)." And whosoever has 
embraced Islam (i.e . has become a Muslim by submitt ing 10 

Allah). then such have sought the Right Path . And as for the 
qasilooll (disbelievers who dev iated from the Right Path). they 
shall bl.! the firewood for Hell, If they (the non-Muslims) had 
believed in Allah. and went on the Right Way (i.e. Islam) We 
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should surely have bestowed on them walcr(rain) in abundance. 
That We might try them thereby. And whosoever tums away 
from the Rem inde r of his Lord (i.e . thi s Qur ' an , and practices 
not its laws and orders), lie wi ll cause him to enter in a severe 
torment (i .e. Il e ll ). ) (Soora" AI-Jillll 72: 1-1 7) 

We have given the explanation ofthisSoorah and the complete 
story at the end of Soorah A I-A IIqafand we mentioned aJw(/eelh 
re lating to it therc. We sa id that th is group was from among 
thc jinn o f Naseebecn (I) - or according 10 other narrations, 
from thc ji nn of Busra - and they passed by the Messenger of 
Allah ~ when he was stand ing in prayer wi th hi s Companions 
..;.. at Baln Nakhlah, in Makkah and they slOod and listcned 10 

hi s rec ita tion. Then the Prophct ~ mcl with them for a whole 
night and they asked him about th ings that he had enjoined 
upon thcm and things that he had fo rbidden to them. They also 
asked him abou t provision (for thc Aftcrtile) and he said to 
them: "Every bone all which the Ila llle o f Alb.l h is rec ited is 
your prov ision. The time it w ill fall in your hand it wou ld be 
covered with ncsh, and the du ng of (the camels) is fodder for 
your animals." (2J 

The Prophet ~ forbade Muslims from performing iSlillja 'I J) 

with these ( things), saying, " For these are the provision of yoll r 
brothers, the j inn." (4) 

Scholars have d isagreed regarding whether the believ ing 
j inn would ente r Paradise, or whe ther the reward fo r their 
obedience would only be that they wcre not punished in the 

(I) Nasecbeen: A lown on the upper reaches urlhe Euph rates. 

(2) Narrated by Muslim (450), At·Tirmidhi (3258) and Imam Ahmad (4 138). 

(3) is/il/ja': Wiping the private parts ,Ifter answeri ng the call of nut ure. 

(4) Narmtcd by AI·Tirmidhi ( t8, 29), An-Nasa 'j (34) and Imam Ahmad 
(20251). 
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Fire. According to one opin ioll (the correc t one) they would 
enter Paradise, based on the generality of the Words of Allah, 
Mosl High, ( But fo r him who (the true be liever of Islamic 
Monotheism who performs all the duties ordained by Allah and 
lIis Messenger Muhammad, and keeps away (abstai ns) from 
all kinds of s in and ev il deeds prohibited in Is lul11 and) fcars 
the sl<lnding before his Lord, there will be IWO Gardens (i.c. in 
Paradise). Then which o f the Blessings of your Lord will you 
both Ginn and men) dcny?" ) (Soorah Ar-Rahmall 55:46,47) 

AJ-Bukhnri namHcd, on the authority of Abu Sa'eed AI­
Khudri 4 . that the Prop het ~ sa id: " \ observe Ihm you like 
sheep and the wilderncss. So whcnevcr you are with yo ur sheep 
or in the wildcrness and you want 10 pronounce the GUill for the 
prayer, rai se your vo ice, for whoever hears the a::al1, whether a 
human being, ajinll or any other c reature. will be a witness for 
you on the Day of Resurrection." Abu Sa'ecd added, "~ I heard 
it (thi s narration) fro m the Messenger of Allah." tI) 

As for the di sbclievers among the jinn, some o f them are 
s"a~·"(lfeel1 and their leadcr is Iblccs, the enemy of Adam ~, 

the rather o f the mankind and he and his progcny have becn 
givcn the opportunity to ga in ascendancy over Adam '&B and 
his progeny. Allah, the Almighty, the All-Powerful pledges to 
protect those of them who have fa ith in Him, believe in His 
Messengers, obey His Laws, as He, Most High, S<lYs, ( Ve rily! 
My slaves (i.e . the true believers in Is lamic Monotheism) , you 
have no authority over them. And A ll -Sufficient is your Lord as 
a Guardian " ) (SaO/"oil AI-lsl"O" 17:65) 

And He, Most High, says, ( And indeed Iblecs did prove 
true his thought about them, and they fo llowed him, all except 

( I) Narrated by AI-Bukhari (609). An-Nasa'j (lH4), Ibn Majah (723) and Ah­
lII:ld ( \09 12). 
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a group of tme believers (i n the Oneness of Allah). And he 
(lblees ) had no authority over them, except that We might test 
him, who believes in the Ilcreafter fr0111 him who is in doubt 
abou t it. And your Lord is a Haft:: over everything. (Knower 
of everything i.e. He keeps record of each and every person as 
regards deeds, and then I-Ie will reward them accordingly) . ) 
(Soarail Saba' 34:20,2 1) 

He, Most High, says, ( 0, Children of Adam! Let nOI Shaifall 
deceive yo u, as he got your parents (Adam and I-Iawwa' (Eve]) 
out of Paradise. stripping them of their raiments. (Q show 
them the ir private parts, Verily, he and qahee/l1 ll11 (h is so ldiers 
from the jinll or his tribe) sec you from where you cannot sec 
thel11 . Verily, We made the ShaYllleen awfjya' (pro tectors and 
helpers) for those who be lieve not. ) (SoO/'oil AI-A 'raJ 7:27) 
What is meant is that Allah has granted him respite and delayed 
his punishment until the Day of Resurrection, as a trial and a 
test for His slaves, as He, Most High, says, ( And he (/blees) 
had no authority oyer them, except that We might test him. who 
bel ieves in the Hen::a fter from him who is in doubt abo lit it. And 
your Lord is a flal;:: over everything. (Knower of every th ing 
i.c, lie keeps record of cach and every person as regards deeds. 
and then I-Ie will rcward them accordingly). ) (SoO/'ah Saba' 
34:2 1) 

So Iblees - may Allah 's curse be upon him - is a live now, 
given respite unt il the Day of Resurrection, accord ing to the 
evidence orthe Qur'an and he has a throne over the sur face of 
the sea. He sits on it and sends forth his legions to spread ev il 
and trial s among the mankind. A1Jah, Most High, says, ( Ever 
feeble indeed is the plot o f ShailCiI/ ) (Soorah An-Nisa' 4:76) 

The proof that the throne of Iblees is on the sea is the hac/eelh 
narrated by Imam Ahmad, all the autho rity of Jabir Ibn 
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'Abdullah ~, who said: The Messenger of Allah ts said: ''The 
throne of lb lees is on the sea and he sends his Icgions evelY day 
to spread discord among the people and the greatest o f thcm in 
rank in Iblccs' sight is the one who causes the grea tes t di scord 
among the people." (II 

Imam Ahmad narrated, on the authori ty of Jabir Ibn ' Abdi llah 
~, that he said: I heard the Messenger of Allah ~ saying: "The 
throne of Iblees is over the sea and he sends his legions cvcry 
day to spread discord among the people and the grea tcs t of 
thcm in his sight is thc one who sprcads the 111 0st di scord." m 

Imam Muslim narrated, on the authority of Jabir Ibn 
'Abdullah ~ from the Prophe t ~, that he sa id: " Iblces places 
his throne upon wa ter: he thcn sends detachmcnts (for creat ing 
di sscnsion): the nearer to him in rank are those who arc Ihe 
greatest in crcati ng discord. One of thcm comcs and says: ' ) 
did such-and-such.' And he says: 'You have done nothing.' 
Theil one amongst thcm comcs and says: ' ) did no t spare so­
and-so unt il I caused discord be tween a husband and his wifc.' 
The devil goes ncar him and says: ' You have done well. ' Al­
A' mash said, ' He then embraces him'," (3) 

And we have al ready mentioned th is hadeefh in explanation 
of the Words of Allah, Most High: ( that by which they cause 
separa tion between a man and his wife ) (500mh AI-Baqarah 
2: 102) That is, the magic that is lea rnt from the dev il s among 
the mankind and the jillil leads to the separation of those 
between whom there ex ists the greatest intimacy and love; this 

(I) Thi s is an authentic Iwe/eelll narr.lled by Imam A hnlad ( 14400) and all or 
the mcn in its chain [lrc tnlstwonhy. 

(2) This is an authent ic Ill/deetll I1llmltcd by Imam Ahmad (14699) lind the 
men in its chain are trustwonhy. 

(3) Narrated by r.,·luslim (2813). 
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is why Satan thanks the efforts o f the one who causes this. 
So the one whom A Ilah rebukes, Satan praises; the one who 
invokes Allah 's anger, Satan is pleased with him - may Allah's 
Curse be upon him. Allah has revealed the Mil 'awwidllataill 
(i.e. 5001"0h A/-Fa/of! and 500l"all Ali-NtIS) (1) as a means of 
repe ll ing all manners of evil and its causes and objectives, in 
parti cular, 

SOOl'al1 An-Nos, which sates, ( Say, "I scek refugc with (Allah, 
) the Lord of the mankind, the King of the mankind, The !lah 

(God) of the mankind, fromlhe evi l of the whispcrcr (the devil 
who whispers evi l into Ihe hearts of people) who withdraws 
(from his whispcring in onc 's heart aOer one remembers Allah), 
who whispers in the breasts of the mankind, ofjinn and men." ) 

(Soora" All-Nas 114: 1-6) 

In Saheeh AI-Bllk"ari, It IS reported, on the authority of 
Safiyyah Bini Huyayyi (may Allah be pleased with her), that 
the Messenger of Allah ;J:t sa id , "Veril y, Satan circulates in the 
human mind as b lood ci rculatcs in it." (2) 

Allah, Most High, says, ( But Shai/all made him fo rgct to 
mention it to his Lord (o r Satan caused [YooslIf 'M!] to forget 
the remembrance of his Lord [Allah] so as to ask for His Help, 
instead of others). ) (Saara" YOOSIl! 12:42) That is, when 
Yoosuf said to the w ine-poure r, ( "Mention me to your lord 
(i.e . your king, so 3 S to get mc Ollt of the pri son)." ) (SoOl'a" 

( I) NArrated by AhmAd in his MII.mud (No. 16983) with an Authentic chain 
of narrators, on the authority of' AbdullAh Ibn ' Abbas AI-Juhani .:400, who 
said that the Messenger of Allah :.Q: said to him, "0 'Abdullah Ibn 'Ab, 
bAS! Shall I infonll you About the best thing with which to seek protection 
with All:1h?" He said, "Ccrtuinly." The Messenger of Allah '* said, "Say, 
' I seek refuge wi th the Lord of the daybreak' and ' I seek refuge with the 
Lord of the l11:1nkind '." 

(2) Narrnled by AI-Bukhari (2038). 
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Yoosu! 12:42) - the wi nc-poure r forgot to mention him 10 his 
lord (the king) and thi s forgetfulness was from Satan , as a result 
of which Yoosuf ~' remained in prison for a number of years 
morc. This is why '-Ie says after it , ( Then the man who was 
rel eased (one or the two who were in prison), now at length 
remembered and sa id ... ) (Soarall Yoosu/ 12:45) 

Imam Ahmad narrated, all the autho rity of Abu Hurairah ..;." 
that he said : The Messenger of Allah ~ said : " W hen any ofyoll 
is in the mosque Satan comes 10 him and beguiles him with hi s 
whisperings as a man entices his riding beast and whcn it is 
quiet, he hobbles it or bridles it. " Abu Hurairah ~ said , "And 
you people see that: as for the one that is hobbled, YOli see him 
inclining this way and that and he docs not reme mber Allah, 
while as for the one who is bridled, he opens hi s mouth , but 
he does not mention A llah, the Almighty, the Al l-Powerflli ." ill 
Imam Ahmad a lone narrated this. 

Imam Ahmad narrated, on the authority of ' Abdullah Ibn 
' Abbas ~, that he said : A man came to the Prophet jS and said , 
"0 Messenger of Allah! I speak to myse lf about somethi ng 
which I would ra ther fa ll down from the sky than di scuss 
(wi th another)." The Prophet ~ sa id, "Alia/ill Akbar (Allah is 
Greatest)! A ll praise and thanks be to A llah , Who has reduced 
the guile of Satan to mere whispering .. . " (2) 

AI-Bukhari narrated, on the authority of Abu Hurairah ,*" that 
he sa id: The Messenger of Allah ~ sa id: " Satan comes to one 
of you and says, ' W ho created this?' and, ' Who created th is?' 
Until he says , ' Who created your Lord?' So, when he inspires 

( \ ) This is an authentic hadeefh narrated by Imalll Ahmad (8 170) and the 
men in its chain arc trustworthy. 

(2) This is an authentic hadeelh narrated by imam Ahmad (2098) and Abu 
Dawood(S I1 2}. 
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such a ques tion, one should seek re fuge with A llah a nd g ive up ~ 

such thoughts." ( 1) I 
Allah, Most High, says, ( Verily, those w ho arc a/-II1f1uaqool/ 

(pious, God-fearing). when an ev il thought comes to them 

from ShaifOlI, Ihey reme mber (Allah). and ( indeed) they thell 
sec (ar ight) . ) (Saorah AI-A 'ra(7:20 I) 

I-Ie, Mosl High, says, ( And say: 'My Lord! I seek re fuge 
w ith You from the whisper ings (suggestions) or tile S/w),aleell. ,­

And I seek refuge with You, My Lord. lest they may attend (or 

come ncar) me." ) (Soorall AI-Mil ' lIIi110011 23:97,98) 

A ll ah, Most Hi gh, says, ( And i f an ev il whisper comes to 
YO ll from S/lOirml lhcn seck refuge with Allah. Verily, He is the 
A ll -Hearing, A ll -Knowing. ) (Soarah AI-A 'ra[7:200) 

He, Most High , says, ( So when you want 10 rec ile the Qur ' all . 
seck refuge w ith Allnh from S/Witall, the outcas t (the at:curscd 

one). Veril y, I-Ie has no power over those who believe rmel put 
the ir trus t onl y in their Lord (A llah). His power is onl y over 

those who obey a nd fo llow hi m (Satan). and those who joi n 
pa rtners with Hi m (A lla h) (i.c. those who arc A1l1shrikoo..!.£: -::. 
poly theists). ) (Soora" All-Noh! 16:98-100) 

Imam Ahmad and the compi lers orthe SIfIUI11 narra ted on the 
aut hority of Abul-Mulawakkil , who reporled on the authority 
o f Abu Sa'eed A I-Khud ri ~, that he said: T he Messenger of 

A llah ~ used to say, " I seck re fuge w ith A llah, the A ll-Hearing, 
the A ll-Knowing from the accursed Satan , from his urg ing, 
from his inspiration and fro 111 his utt erances." m 

( 1) Narrated by AI-Bukhari (3276) and Muslim (134). 

(2) An authentic fladeet" narr..l ted by Imam Ahmad (11 08 1), Abu Oawood 
(775). At-Tinnidhi (242) and Ad-Oarillli (1239). 




