
We shall embark at (his point on a detailed discuss ion 
regarding the progeny of Ibraheem ~, because Allah placed 
Prophets among his offspring and revealed Scriptures to them; 
so every Prophet who came ancr him was from his progeny. 

Men/ion of Isma 'eel ~\ 

Allah, Most High, pra ises him and describes him as being 
gentle and patient , and the one who fulfi lled his promises and 
offered his prayers regularly and ordered his family to do 
likewise, in order 10 protect them from Allah's Punishment , 
along with those olhcr acls o f worship of thc Lord o f lords to 
which he called, as He, Most High, says , ( So We gave hillllhe 
g lad tidings o f a forbe'l ri ng boy. And, when he (his son) \yas 
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old enough to walk with him, he said, "0, my son! I have seen 
in a dream that I am s laughtering you (offe ring you in sac rifice 
to Allah) , so look what you think !" He sa id, "0, my father! Do 
that which you are commanded. III sha 'Allah (if Al1ah wi ll s), 
you sha ll find me of As-SabireclI (the pa ti cnt ones, etc. )." ) 
(Saara" As-Saffat 37: 10 1, I 02) So he obeyed his fa the r in that 
mat IeI' and he promised him that he would be pat ient and he 
ful fi lled that promise and was pa ti cnt. 

Allah, Most High, says, ( And ment ion in the Book (the 
Qur 'an) Isma'eel ( Ishmael), Verily! He was true to what he 
promised, and he \Vas a Messenger, (and) a Prophet. And 
he used to enjo in on his fa mily and his people a.\·-soloh (the 
praye rs) and ::akah, and his Lord was plensed with him ) 
(Soarah MCllyalll 19:54,55) 

He, Most High, says, ( And remcmbcr Our slaves, Ibmhecm, 
Ishaq, and Ya'qoob, (a ll ) owners of strength (in worshipping 
Us) and (also) of relig ious understand ing. Ve ri ly, We did choose 
them by granting them (a good thing, i.e.) the remcmbrance of 
the home (in the Hereafter and they lIsed to make the people 
remember it. and also they used to invite the people to obey 
Allah and to do good deeds for the Herea fter) . And they are 
with Us, veri ly, of the chosen and the bcst! And remcmber 
Isma'eel (Ishmael) , AI-Yasa'. (Elisha) . and Dhul-KiA (Isa iah) , 
all are among the best. ) (Saara" Sad 38:45-48) 

He, Most High, says, ( And (rcmember) Isma 'eel, and Idrees 
(Enoch) and Dhul-Kifl. all were from among As-Sabiree11. 
And We admitted them to Our Mercy. Vcri ly, they were of the 
righteous. ) (Saarah AI-Anbi),a' 2 1 :85,86) 

He, Most High, says, ( Ve ri ly. We havc inspi red you (0, 
Muhammad) as We inspired Noah and the Prophets nfte r 
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him: We (a lso) inspircd Ibrahcem, Isma 'eel (lsma'cel ). Ishaq. 
Ya'qoob, and AI-As/)at (the twe lve sons ofYa'qoob), ) (Soora" 
An-Nisa' 4: 163) 

He, Most High, says, ( Say (Musl ims), "We bcl ieve in Allah 
and thm which has becn scn t down to us and that which has 
been sen I down to lbrahcem, lsma'cel. Ishaq, Ya'qoob, and to 
A/-Ashtlf (the twelve sons of' Ya'qoob).) (Soorah A/-Baqarah 
2: 136) Something similar was re lated in another SoO/'al1, ( I~ ) 

He, Most High, says, ( Or say you that Ibraheem, Isma'cel, 
Ishaq, Ya'qoob and AI-As/wI (the twe lve sons of Ya'qoob) 
wcre Jcws or Christians? Say, " Do you know better or docs 
Allah (know bett er. ,. thaI Ihey all were Muslims)? ) (SoO/'ali 
AI-Baqarah 2: 140), So Allah has descri bed him as possessing a 
ve ry fi ne quality and He made him a Prophet and a Messenger 
and declared him innocent of all that the ignoran t people have 
attributed to him. He commanded His be lieving slaves to 
be lieve in what was revealed 10 him . 

AI-'Umawi reported on the authori ty of' Ali Ibn AI-Husain, 
who reported on the authority o f his fa ther (Le. ' Al i Ibn Abi 
Talib ..te), from the Prophet ~ that he sa id , "The first person 
to speak clear Arabic was Isma'eel, when hc was fourteen 
yea rs o ld." (I~) Yoonus sa id to him (i.e, the narrato r), "You have 
spokcn the truth , Abu Yasar! II was narrated to me in the same 
way by Abu Jurayy," He married an Amalek ite woman when 
he was a young man, bu t hi s father ordered him 10 separa te 
from her, AI-' Umawi sa id , " Her name was ' Umarah Bint Sa'd 
Ibn Usamah Ibn Akee l, the Amalekite. Then he married another 

(14) Sec: SuurahAIi '/1111'(1113:84 . 

( IS) At- Hafiz Ibn haj ar allribulcd it in Fmh A/-llari (6/488, No. 3365) to Az
Zubair tbn Bakkar in the book AII-Nasab, on the authority of' Ali .to and 
he declared its iSllad to be hason. 
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woman and his fath er ordered him to keep her with him and he 
did so. Her name was As-Sayyidah Bint Muduad Ibn ' Amr AI
Jurhumi. It was also sa id that she was his third wife and that 
she bore him twel ve sons. And Muhammad Ibn Ishaq - may 
Allah have mercy on him - named them." 

Isma'ee l, the Prophet o f A ll a h ~, was buried with his mother 
in Al-H ijr and his age on the day o flli s death was one hundred 
and thirty-seven years. 

Mention of !shaq ;,r,;§I, SOli oflbraheem ;,r,;§\, the 
Noble, SOli ofa Noble 

Allah, Most High, says, \ And We gave him the glad tidings 
of Ishaq, a Prophet from the righteous. We blessed him and 
Ishaq, and of their progeny arc (some) that do right , and 
some tha t plain ly wrong thcmselves. ) (SoO/·alr As-Sqffat 
37: 11 2, 11 3) Allah praised him in a number o f Verses in His 
Noble Book and we have previously mentioned in the hadeelh 
of Abu Hurairah ~ from the Messenger o f Allah ~ that he said, 
"Veril y, the noble, son of the noblc, son of the noble, son of the 
noble is Yoosuf (Joscph), son ofYa' qoob, son o f Ishaq. son of 
Ibraheem." (16) 

The People of the Scripture said that when Ishaq &.9 married 
Ri fqa, daughter ofThabwa 'eel, duri ng the Ii fetime o f his fath er 
(lbrahecm ~), he was forty years of age and she was barren. 
So he invoked A Hah on her behal f and she gave birth to twin 
boys. The elder of them they named ' Eesli and it is he who is 
known by the Arabs as Al-'Ees and he is held to be the father 
of Rome. The second came out holding onto the heel o f hi s 

(\6) The takhreej of th is Imdeeth has nlrcady beell givclI. 
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brOlher and so they called him Ya'qoob. ( 11) He is also known 
as Ism'eel and the Children of Ism' eel claim descent from him. 
They (the People of the Scripture) said tha t Ishaq loved Ecsu 
more than Ya'qoob, because he was his firstborn and that his 
wife, Rifqa loved Ya 'qoob more, because he was the younger 
of the two. 

Melltioll oftileAmazillg Evellts Tllat Took Place 
Durillg tile Life of Isra'eel, Ineluding tile Story 
of Yoosuf, SOli of Ralleel 

Allah revealed details of his life and his affairs in a Som'alr 
of the Our'an, in order that we might reflect on the wisdoms, 
wamings and manners therein. I seek refuge with Allah from 
the accursed Satan (l8) ( Altf Lam Ra. (These letters arc one of 
the miracles of the Our'an and none but Allah (A lone) knows 
their meanings). These afe the Verses of the Clear Book (the 
Our 'nn lha! makes clear the legal and illcgallhings. legal laws, 
a guidance and a bless ing). Verily, We have sent it down as an 
Arabic Qur'an in order that YOlll11ay understand. We rclate unto 
you (M uhammad) the best of stories through Our Revelations 
lIIlIO YOli. of lhis Qur'an. And be fore th is (i.e. before the coming 
of Divine Inspi ration to you), YOll were among those who knew 
nOlhing "boul il (I he Que' , n) ) (SoO/'ali )'00511/ 12: 1-3) 

In summary, we may say lilat He, Mosl High, praises His 
Noble Book , which He sent down to His slave and noble 
Messenger, in eloquent and clear Arabic language, whieh can 

([7) The word ror heel is '(ll/i /), which is rrom the rOOI verb 'tlqal)(l, meaning 
10 rollow: and it is rrom this Ihnt the name Ya'qoob is derived. 

( 18) This is rec ited berore commencing the recilalion or,he Qur'an . 
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be understood by every rat ional and illlc iligent person and it 
is the 111 0st eminent Book sent down frolll the heaven to the 
most eminent of mank ind in any time or place. Whether He 
is speaking of past events or contemporary ones, it mentions 
the bes t of them and the clearest of thcm and makes the tru th 
nppa rent in mattcrs in which people have di ffered. while 
refuting. invnl idati llg and rcjcc ting th,lI which is fn lsc. Whcn 
it deals with commands and prohib itions, it is the most just 
of legislations, the clcarest of programs, fi ll ed with the mos t 
obviolls wisdom and thc fa irest o f judgments . As Allah , Mos t 
High, says, ( And the Word o f your Lord has been fulfill ed 
in truth and in justi ce. ) (Soorcd1 AI-All 'am 6: 115) That is, 
truth in the information givcn and justi ce in the commands 
and proh ibi tions; and thi s is why Allah, Most High, says , ( 
We relatc unto you (MuhnIl11l1nd) the best o f stories through 
Our Revclations unto YOll , of thi s Qur 'an. And be fore this, 
YO ll were among those who kncw nothing about it. ) (So01-ah 
rooslI! 12: 3) That is, ignorant regarding what was revealcd to 
you therein , as He, Most High, says , ( And thus Wc have sent 
to you (0. Muhalllmnd) Roohan (an Inspi ration and n Mercy) 
of Our Command. You knew not what is the Book, nor what 
is Faith. But We hnve made it (thi s Qur ' an) a light whercwith 
We guide whosoever of Our slaves We will. And veril y, you 
(0, Muhamm~d) are indeed guiding (mankind) to the Straight 
Pnth (i .e. AlIah 's re ligion of Islmnic Monotheism), the Path of 
Allah, to Whom belongs a ll Ihm is in the heavens and all that 
is in the Earth . Veri ly, all the matters at the end go to Allnh (for 
decision). ) (SoOl'ah Ash-Shoom 42 :52,53 ) 

And He, Most High, says, ( Thus We re late to you (0, 
Muhammad) some information regard ing wl1m happened 
bcrore. And indeed We have given you from Us a Reminder 
(thi s Qur ' an). Whoever turns away from it ( i.e. thi s Qur'an: 
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that is. docs not believe in it or act on its orders), ver il y. they 
will bear a heavy burden (of sins) on the Day o f Resu rrec tion, 
They wil l abide in that (s tatc in the Fire ofi-lel l), and ev il indeed 
wi ll il be thaI load for Ihcm on the Day of Resu rrec tion. ) 

(SoOl'al1 UI flo 20:99-10 I) That is, whoever rejects thi s Qur 'an 
and follows another book will have thi s th reat fulfill ed upon 
him, as reported in the hadeeth narrated in Imam Ahmad 's 
Musl1ad and in the Slll1al1 of At-Tirmidhi , on the authority of 
the Commander of the Faithful , ' Ali ~, in a mm/oo' [onn and 
also in a mawqoof fOfm : "Whoever looks for gu idance from 
some source other than it ( i,e. the Qur 'an), Allah will cause 
him to go (further) astray." (19) 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authori ty of Jabir Ibn ' Abdillah 
~ that 'Ulllar Ibn AI-Khatt ab ~ came to the Prophet fi wilh 
a book which he had obtained from one of the People of the 
Scripture and he read it to the Prop bet ii. The Prophet ~ 
became angly and said , "0 , Ibn Al-Khattab, arc we going lO 

play in re ligion? By Allah, I have come to you with a pure 
Religion. Do not ask them abou t anything, for they may say 
something true and you do not be lieve what they say or they 
may say someth ing false and you believe it. By Allah, IfMoosa 
was alive he wo uld not have done anything but follow mc." Its 
chain of narrators is authenti c. (20) 

Allah, Most High, says, « (Rcmcmbo..!r) when Yoosufsa icl to 

( 19) Narrated by Imam Ahmad (706) and At-Tinnidhi (2906) and its chains of 
narralors is weak. 

(20) Narroted by Imam Ahmad (14 736) and declared aUlhentic by Ihe author 
(i.e. Ibn Kalheer). Bul I say: In its chain o r narrators is one Mujalid Ibn 
S:l'ced (who is weak, according 10 AI- l3ukhari , who said in AI-Tal'eekll 
As-Sagheer, " Ibn AI-Qal\an said he is weak and Ibn AI-Mahdi would not 
narrote from him, while Yahya Ibn Ma 'ccn, Ibn Hibban and Abu Hmilll 
said tlmt his !todeelll cannol be cited as evidence :md he is weak .") 
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his father, "0, my fath er! Ve rily, I saw (in a dream) e leven stars 
and the SUIl and the moon; I saw them prostra ti ng themselves 
to me," I-Ie (his father) said. "0, Illy son! Relate not your 
vision to you r brothers, lest they arrange a plot against YO ll . 

Veril y! Slwifafl is to man an open enemy! Thus will your Lord 
choose you and leach yo u the interpretat ion of dreams (and 
other th ings) and perfect His Favor Oil you and oOlhc o ffspring 
of Ya 'qoob. as He perfec ted it on your fa thers, Ibra hccm and 
Ishaq aforct imc! Verily. your Lord is A ll -know ing, Most Wise: ' 

) (SoO/ooil YOOS II! 12 :4-6) 

Ya'qoob i:2iY had twelve sons and all of the twe lve tri bes of 
the Children of Isra ' ee l ascribe the ir ances try to them. The 
noblest, the most revered and the greatest of them was Yoosuf 
~. A group of scholars has stated the opinion that none was 
a Prophet except him and that hi s brothers did not rece ive any 
revelat ion. It is apparent fr0111 the ir actions and their words 
in th is story that thi s view is correct. Those who cla imed that 
they were Prophets c ited as ev idence the Words of Allah , 
Most High : ( Say (Muslims), 'olVe believe in A llah and that 
which has been sent down to LIS and that w hich has been sen! 
down to Ibraheem, Isma' eel, Ishag. Ya'goob, and to AI-Asbal. 

) (SoO/ooil AI-Boqarail 2: 136) They claimed that these (the 
brothers ofYa'qoob ~) are AI-Asbat, but the ev idence for this 
is not strong, because what is meant by AI-Asbat is the tribes 
of the Children of Isra 'eel and none of them was Prophet 10 

whom Revelation was sent down fro l11 the heaven . And A llah 
knows better. 

What supports the cla im Ihat on ly Yoosuf ~ was alone 
se lec ted from among his brothers to be a Messenger and 
Prophet is the fac t thaI hi s Prophethood and the rece ipt o f 
Revelation are attested to in several Verses in the Qur ' an and 
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there is no evidence anywhere in the Qur'an (hat any of them 
except Yoosuf ~ was a Prophct wh ich proves what we said. 
But onc must take into considera tion the narration of Imam 
Ahmad, on the authority of I Abdullah Ibn ' Umar 4-, in which 
he reported that the Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Veril y, the 
noble, son of the noble, son of thc noble, son of the noblc is 
Yoosuf, son ofYa'qoob, son of lshaq, son of Jbrahecm." (21) 

The scholars of laj~·eer and others said thaI when Yoosuf :-MJ 
was a boy - before hc rcached pubcrty - he saw in a dream as 
if ( clcven sHirs ) - this is a rcference to his brothers - ( and 
the sun and the 11100n ) - and this is a referencc to his parents -
prostra ti ng to him. His fa Lher understood that this meant that he 
would achievc a high rank and elevatcd status in thc life of this 
world and in the Herenf1er, since his parents and his brothcrs 
submi ttcd to him in his dream. So he ordered hi m to keep it 
secret and not to relate it to his brothers, in case thcy became 
afflicted with envy and devise sOl11e plot to harm him. This 
proves what we have said (i.e. that they were not Prophets). 
This is why it has been reported in SOllle traditions: "Seek help 
in attaining your needs by concealmcnt of thel11, because every 
recipient of blessings is envied." (22) 

( Thus ),our Lord will choose you. ) (Soorall )'oos I// 12:6) 
That is, as He showcd you this grem vision, if you keep it 
secret, ( your Lord will choose you ) . That is, I-Ie will favor 
you with all manne of kindness and mercy ( and leach you 
the in terpretation of speech ) _ That is, He will make you 
comprehend the meanings of specch and the interpretation of 
dreams, which none but you wi ll undersland ( and perfect His 

(2 1) The wkhreej of this IUIl/cetll has ulrcady bccn given. 

(22) This is authentic, and iI was also said that it is JIlI.felll. due to supporting 
narr:ltions. (t was 1l1lrTllled by At-Tabaran i in AI-K(/IJc/!/" (20/94, No. 183). 
on the authority of Mu' ndh Ibn Jabal ~. 
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Favor 0 11 YOLI ) . That is, with Revelation to you ( and on the 
family ofYa'qoob ) . That is, because oryou, and through YOll , 
they wi ll attain the best of the life of thi s world and of the 
Hereafter ( as He perfccted it on your fat hers, IbraheeJ11 and 
Ishaq aforetime! ) (50omh Yoosllf 12:6). That is, He bCSLOWS 
Hi s Bless ings on YOll and favors you with Prophethood, just as 
He gave it to your father, Ya 'qoob if:i:B, your grandfather, Ishaq 
~ and your grea t-grandfa ther, fbraheclll , AI-Khaleel. ( Veril y, 
your Lord is All -Knowing, Most Wise ) (Soorah Yoast!! 12:6), 
as He, Most High, says, ( Allah Knows best with whom to 
place His Message ) (Soora" AI-All 'am 6: 124). 

This is why, when the Messenger of Allah 3:i was asked which 
of the pcople was noblest, hc said, "Yoosuf is the Prophet of 
Allah, son of the Prophet of Allah, the son of the Prophet of 
Allah , the son of Allah 's Klta/eel." (23) 

Allah, Most High, says, ( Veri ly, in Yoosufand his brethren, 
thcre were Ayaf (proofs, evidences, Verses, lessons, signs, 
revehllions, etc.) fo r those who ask. When they said : "Truly, 
Yoosuf and hi s brother Binyamcen (Bcnjamin) are loved more 
by our father than we, but we are 'Ilsbah (a strong group) . 
Reall y, our Huhcr is in plain crror. Kill Yoosuf or cast him out 
to some (other) land , so thm the favor o f your father may be 
given 10 you alone. and after that you wi ll be rightcous folk (by 
intending repentance beforc committi ng the sin)." One from 
among them snid , " Kill not Yoosllr, but if you lllUSt do it , throw 
him down to the bOllom ora we ll , he will be picked up by some 
caravan o f trave lers." ) (Soorah Yoosllf 12:7- 1 0) 

Allah, Most High, draws our attention to the s igns, wisdoms, 
proofs, warn ings and indisputable evidences contained in thi s 

(23) Narrated by AI- Bukhari (3374), Muslim (337 t) and Imam Ahmad (9284), 
on the authority of Abu I-I urairah ~. 
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story, Then He mel1lions the envy fe lt by Yoosuf's brothers 
towards him, because of the fact that his father loved him and 
his brother Binyamccll morc than them . (Yoosuf ~ and his 
brothcr, Bi nya llleen were bo th born to thc samc mother, wh ile 
the others were born of another mother). They said, " We have 
more right to his love than these two." ( '·Rea ll y. our Huher is in 
plain crror." ) (SoOl'al1 Yooslif I2:8) That is, by loving them more 
than us. Then they consulted one another regarding the idea of 
killing him or expelling him to a land from which he would not 
return , so that thcy would be left a lone with thcir fathe r, that 
his love would be devo ted sole ly 10 them and would suffice 
thcm. They harbored within them the intention of repen ting to 
Allah after that. So when they dccided on their plan and agrced 
on it ( One from among thcm said ) (Sooral1 Yooslif 12: I 0) 
Mujahid said that the one referrcd to was Sham'oon. As-Suddi 
said that it was Yahooza. Qatadah and Muhammad Ibn Ishaq 
asscrted Ihal it was the oldest o f them, Roobeel. ( One from 

among them sa id. "Ki ll nol Yoosuf (Joseph). but ifYO llll1USI do 
it, throw him down 10 the bollom ora we ll , he will be picked up 
by soml.! caravan of trave lers." ) (Soora/z Yooslif 12: 10) That is, 
some passing caravan of travc lers. ( "but ifYOlllllllst do it," ) . 
means, if you must do what you have mentioned, then do what 
J have suggcsted, rather than ki lling him or banishing him . So 
they agreed on their dccision to do th is, a t wh ich point they 
said, ( Thcy sa id. "0. our !iuher! Why do you 110t IruSlliS wi th 
Yoosuf, when we <Ire indeed his well-wishers'! Send him wi Lh 
us IOmorrow 10 enjoy himsclf'and play, and ve ril y, we will take 
care of him ." He (Ya'qoob) sa id , ''Truly, it saddens me that you 
should tnke him away. I fea r les t a wolf should devour him, 
whil~ you arc careless o r him." Thcy sa id. "If a wolf devours 
him. while we arc '/ls/wlt (a strong group) (to guard him), then 
surely. we arc the losers." ) (Sooml1 Yoo.'ilif 12: 11-14) 
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They asked their fa ther to send them with their brother, 
Yoosuf 'A!.' . and they cla im that they intended 10 take good care 
o f him and to play wi th him and give him a good time. while 
in fac t, they harbored fee lings toward him o f which Allah was 
full y Aware, The o ld man - may Allah's cho icest prayers and 
bless ings be upon him - answered them, saying, "0, my sons! 
It gri eves me 10 be parted from him for even an hour o f the day, 
and in addition 10 thi s, I fear that you will be busy with your 
games and you will not take care of him and that awol f may 
come and devour him, and he will be unable to de fend himself 
aga inst it , due to his youth fulness and your neglect of him," 
( They sa id, " I f a wolf devours him, while we are 'lIsba" (to 
guard him), then surel y, we are the losers," ) (SoOl'ali YOOSII! 

12: 14). That is, if a wolfa llacks him and cats him while he 
is among us, or we are di st rncted from him and a llow this to 
happen, then we mus t be a powerless gr0up, and we will be 
dest royed (then surely, we arc the losers) , 

Allah, Most High, says, ( So. when they took him away. they 
all agreed to throw him down to the bOllom of the well. and 
We inspircd in him. " Indeed. you sha ll (one day) inform them 
of this affa ir of thei rs. when they know (you) no\. '· And they 
cmnc to their father in the early part of the nigh t weepi ng. They 
said. "0. our fat her~ We wenl racing with one another. and left 
Yoosuf by our belongings und n wolf devoured him: bUI you 
will never believe us even when we speak lhe truth:' And they 
brought his shin stained with fa lse blood. l ie said. "Nay. bu t 
yOli yourselves have made lip a ta lc. So (for me) paticnce is 
most fitling , And it is Alhlh (Alone) Whose help can be sought 
against that which you assert," ) (Soorah Yoos /if 12: 15- 18) 

They continued to press their fathe r, until he sent Yoosuf~' 

wilh them. But no sooner were they OUI o f hi s sight than they 
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began to revile him and insult him by words and deeds. They 
agreed to cast hi m into the depths of a well and Lhey left him 
on the slOne which projects fro m the middle of it, 0 11 which a 
person who descends into the well to fill his bucket would sit, 
when the water level is low. When they cast him into the well , 
Allah inspired him, by infonll ing him that he would certainly 
be saved fro m this calamity into which he had fallen and that 
he would certa inly infonn his brothers of th is deed of theirs, 
while he was in a position of power and they were in need of 
him and feared him ( "when they know (you) not." ) (Soora" 
YooslI/12:15) 

Then, when they had placed him in the well and left him 
there, they took his shirt and stained it with blood and returned 
to their father at night and they were weeping, i.e. for their 
brother. This is why one of the Sala/sa id, "Be not deceived by 
the weeping of one who complains of having been wronged, 
because he may be a wrongdoer, though he weeps," and he 
mentioned the story of Yoosuf ffi:B and how they came to 
their fa ther al night and they werc weeping. They wepL in the 
darkncss of night , in order 10 hide their treachery (Le. believing 
tha t their faces would not betray them in the poor light). 

Allah, Most High, says, ( They said, "0, our father! We went 
racing wi th one another, and left Yoosuf by our belongings." 
) (SoO/'a" YooslI/12: 17). That is, we left him by our clothes, 
( "and a wolf devoured him." ) (Som'all }oo.nif 12: 17). That 
is, while we were absent, rac ing wi th each other. They said, ( 
"but you will never believe us even when we speak the truth." 
) (SoO/'all Yoo.\·lif 12: 17). ThaI is, you will not be lieve what 
we arc tell ing you regard ing the wolf having devoured Yoosuf, 
even if you consider us truthfu l. So what about when you 
suspect that we are not truthful , especially since you feared that 
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the wolf might devour Yoosufand we guaranteed 10 you that he 
would be sa fe, due to our numbers around him and so we have 
come to be cons idered untrustworthy by you. So we do not 
blame you for not believing us in these circllmstances. ( And 
they brought his shirt stained with fa lse blood ) . That is, with 
fabr icated evidence; they had laken a baby goat and slaughtered 
it, then they look it s blood and smeared it on his shi rt , in order 
to lend credence to their claim that a wolf had eaten hil11. It 
was said that they forgot to tear the shirt - and the ruin of lying 
is forget fu lness. When the signs o f doubt became apparent in 
them, their deed did not surprise their fa ther, because he knew 
of their enmity toward Yoosuf ittB and the envy they harbored 
toward him, because of the fact tha t he loved him more than 
them, due to the noble and venerab le attributes he displayed 
in his childhood - allributes which Allah had bestowed on 
him, as He had dest ined Prophethood for him. Once they had 
persuaded him to let them take their brother, no sooner had 
they taken him, depri ved him of him and removed him from 
his sight , than they returned, weeping over what they had done 
aga inst him and claim ing that they had been help less to save 
him. This is why Ya 'qoob ~ sa id , ( "Nay, but you yourselves 
have made up a talc. So (for me) patience is most fitting . And it 
is Allah (A lone) Whose help can be sought against that which 
YO LI asse rto" ) (SoO/ooil )oosll( 12: 18) 

Allah , Most High, says, ( And there came a caravan; they 
sent their water-drawer, and he let down his bucket (into the 
well). He said, " What good news! Here is a boy." So they hid 
him as merchandise. And Allah was the All- Knowing regarding 
what they did . And they sold him for a low price - fo r a few 
dirhams (i.e. for a few silver coins). And they were of those 
who regarded him as insignificant. ) (SoO/'all YODSlif 12: 19,20) 



344 1\ f(' /IliOIl of the Progeny of fbmheem ~ 
.~--~'~~~~' --------------~~~~~~--------~. 

Allah, Most High, informs Ihal Yoosuf~, when he was cast 
into the well , sal wai ling for Allah 10 de liver him and bestow 
Kindness on him. ( And there came a cara van ) . means, a pany 
of lTavelers. ( He said, "What good news! ) That is, whal good 
fortune forme! ( "Here is a boy." So they hid him as merchandise 
) . That is, thcy pretended that he was wilh thcm and Ihal he was 
one of the slaves that made up their merchandise. ( And Allah 
\\ns theA ll-Knowing regarding what they did ) . That is, He was 
fully acquainted with the pial that his brothers had conspired 
aga inst him and the way those who found him hid him amongst 
thei r merchandise. BlII He did not intervene due 10 His Greal 
Wisdom, His All-Encompassing Omnipotence and the Mercy 
which would be bestowed on the people of Egypt at the hands 
of this young boy, who entered Ihe land in the form ofa capti ve 
slave, and after that, he came to hold the reins of power in his 
hands and Allah benefited them th rough him, in the life of this 
world and the Hereafte r in ways 100 numerous to mention or 
descri be. When Yoosuf's brothers rea lized that the caravan had 
taken him, they overtook them and said, "Thi s is our slave who 
has run away from liS," and they (the people of Ihe caravan) 
purchased him from Ihem for a low price. ( J] few dirhams (i.e. 
for a few sil ver coins). And they were of those who regarded 
him as insignificant ) (SoO/'all Yoosly l 2: 19) 

Allah, Most High, says, ( And he (the Illan) from Egypt who 
bought him, said to his wife. "Make his stay comfortable." ) . 
ThaI is, be kind to him ( "may be he will profi t us or we shall 
adopt him as a son. " ) (SoO/'all rooslI! 12:21) This was from 
Allah 's Kindness, Mercy and BCllcncence toward him, as it 
was His Will that He should make him fee l at home ancl give 
hillllhe goodness of this life and the goodness of the Herea fter. 
Scholars said that the person who bought him was an Egyptian 
and his title was AI- 'Azeez; he was the minister in charge of the 
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treasury. Ibn Ishaq sa id, " 1-1 is name was' At feer, son of Ruhaib." 
He sa id, "The Fir'awn of Egypt at that time was Ar-Rayyan, 
son of AI-Waleed and the name of the wife of AI- 'Azee= was 
Ra'ce l, daughter of Ru'aee l." Others sa id that her name was 
Zulaikha; but it would appea r that that was her nickname. 

Ibn Ishaq sa id , " II was reported on the authority of ' Abdullah 
Ibn Mas 'ood ..;:0 that he said, 'The nobles t of people are three: 
The' Azeez ofEgypl, when he said to his wife, ( " Make his stay 
comfo rtab le." ) , the woman who sa id to her father, regarding 
Moosa, ( "0 , my fa ther! I-li re him! Veri ly, the best of men for 
YO ll to hi re is the strong, the trustworthy." ) (Soorah AI-Qasas 
28:26). and Abu Bah As-Siddeeq .:;o, when he appointed 'U mar 
Ibn AI-Khattab .:Go as his sllccessor." (24) 

Allah, Most High, says, ( Thus did \Vc establish Yoosuf in 
the land ) (Soorah Yoosu! 12: 21) That is,j ust as We ordained 
that AI- 'Azeez and his wife should trea t Yoosllf~ kindly and 
take care of him, so did We establish him in the land of Egypt 
( that We miglll teach him the interpre tation o f events. ) Tha t 
is, the understanding of them; and the interpretation of dreams 
is a part of that. ( And Allah has full power and control over 
Hi s Affa irs ) . That is, when Allah wills a thing, He ordains the 
causes of it. This is why He, Most High, says, ( And he (the 
man) from Egypt who bought him, said to his wife, " Make 
his stay comfortab le, that maybe he will profi t us or we shall 
adopt hi m as 3. son." Thus did We es tab lish Yoosuf in the land, 
that We mighttcach him the interpretation of cvents. And Allah 
has full power and cont ro l over I-lis A ffairs, hut 111 0st of men 
know nolo And when he (Yoosul) attained his full manhood, 
We gave him wisdom and knowledge (the Prophethood)_ thus 

(24) Narmted by AI-Hakim (2/345) and it is authentic, due to supporting naf-
rmions, or it is hasan, due to supporting narrations. And Allah knows bet
Icr. Sec: AI-Majltla' ( 10/368). 
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We reward the MllhsillOOIl (doers of good deeds) ) (Soorah 

Yoos,,! 12:21 ,22) 

He, Most High, says, ( And she, in whose hOllse he was, 
sought to seduce him (to do an evil act), she closed the doors 
and said, "Come on, you." He said, " I seek refuge in Allah 
(or Allah forbid)! Tru ly, he (your husband) is my master! 
I-I e made my stay agreeable! (So I will never betray him). 
Verily, the =alimooll (wrongdoers and evil-doers) will never 
be succcssful." And indeed she did desi re him and he would 
have inclined to her desi re, had he not seen the evidence of his 
Lord. Thus it was, that We might tum away from him evil and 
illegal sexual intercourse. Surely, he was one of Our chosen. 
guided slaves. So they raced with one another to the door, and 
she tore his shirt from the back. They both found her lord (i. e. 
her husband) at the door. She said, " What is the recompense 
(punishment) for him who intended an evil design agai nst your 
wife, except that he be put in prison or a painful torment?" He 
(Yoosut) said. ';It was she that sought to seduce me," - and a 
witness of her household bore witness (sayi ng), " If il be tha t 
his shirt is torn from the front, then her laic is true and he is 
a liar! But if it be that his shirt is tom from the back, Ihen 
she has told a lie and he is speaking the truth! " So when he 
(her husband) saw his (Yoosuf's) shirt torn at the back, he (her 
husband) said, "Surely. it is a plol of you women! Certainly 
mighty is your plol! 0 , Yoosuf! Turn J\vay from this! (0 . 
woman !) Ask forgiveness for your sin. Verily, you were of the 
sinfuL" ) (SoO/·aII YOOSII! 12:23-29) 

Allah, Most High, informs us abollt Af- 'Azeez's wife 's 
attempl to seduce Yoosuf lfJJ. and her demand for him to do 
that which was inappropriate to his situation and sta tion ; she 
was a woman of great beauty, possess ing wealth, high rank 
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and youthfulness. He desc ribes how she locked the doors on 
him and herself, then prepared herself for him, hmv she made 
herself up and donned her fin est and most splendid garments, 
in spite of the fact that she was the wife of AI- ·Azeez. Ibn Ishaq 
sa id, "She was the niece of Ar-Rayyan Ibn AI-Waleed, the king 
and ruler of Egypt. In addition to all of this, Yoosu f was an 
extremely handsome, young man ; however, he was a Prophet, 
descended from a line of Prophets and his Lord pro tected him 
from committing ev il deeds and from the plots of women; he 
was the master of the seven noble and God-fearing masters, 
ment ioned in the authen tic hadeel", on the authority of the Seal 
of the Prophets, who reported the Words of the Lord of the 
heavens and the Earth: "Allah wi ll give shade, to seven, on the 
day when there will be no shade but His. (These seven persons 
are) a just ru ler, a youth who has been brought up in the worship 
of Allah (i. e. worships Allah sincerely fr0111 chi ldhood), a 
man whose heart is attached to the mosques (i.c. to praying 
the compulsory prayers in the mosque in congrega tion), two 
persons who love each other only for Allah's sake and they 
meet and part in Allah's cause onl y, a man who refuses the call 
of a charming woman of noble birth for illicit intercourse with 
her and says: ' I am afraid of Allah,' a man who gives charitab le 
gifts so secretl y that his left hand does not know what his righ t 
hand has given (i.e. nobody knows how much he has given in 
chari ty) , and a person who remembers Allah in seclus ion and 
his eyes are then flooded with tears." OS) 

What is meant is that she ca lled him to her (i.e. she tried to 
seduce him) and she coveted that greatly; but he said, ("I seek 
refuge in Allah (or Allah forbid)! Truly, he is my master!" ) 
(Sooralt Yoosuf 12:23) That is, her husband was the owner of 
the house and his master. (" lie made my stay agreeable !" ) 

(25) Narr;lIcd by Al-Bukhari (660) and Muslim (1031). 
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That is, he has becn kind and hospita blc to me. ( Verily, the 
=alimool1 will ncver be sll ccessful. ) And we havc discussed 
previously I-li s Words: ( And indt:cd she d id des ire him and he 
would have inclined to her des ire had he no t seen the evidence 
of his Lord . ) (Soorah Yooslif 12:24) - in a manner which is 
suffic ient and convincing in the Tt~rseer. 

Most of the sayings of the scho lars here are taken from the 
books of the People of the Scrip ture, but is more appropri ate 
fo r us 10 avo id theln . Wha t is incum bent upon us is to believe 
that AJl ah , Most High, pro tected hi m and declared him 
innocent o f committing any wrongdoing and I-I e guarded him 
and preserved him from it. This is why He, Most High, says, ( 
Thus it was, that We mighl tu rn away from him ev il and illega l 
sexual imcrcoll rsc. Sure ly, he was one o f QUI' choscn, gu ided 
slaves. So they raced wi th one another 10 the door ) (Soora" 
Yoos III 12:24,25) That is, he ran from her, seeking to open the 
door and fl ee frol11 the room and she chased a fter him. ( They 
both fo und her lord. ) That is, her husband ( at the door ) and 
she has tened to speak to her husband before Yoosll f ~ could 
do so, and inc ited him aga inst him : ( She said , "What is the 
recompense (punishment) for him who in tended an ev il design 
aga inst your wife, exccpt thm he be pu t in pri son or a pa infu l 
torment?'" ) (50orah YOOS1!! 12:25). She accllscd him, while in 
fac t, shc was Ihe guilt y onc and she prOiec ted her reputation and 
acqu itted herself of any blame. This is why Yoosu f~ said, ( 
He (Yoosuf) sa id. " It was she Ihal sough t 10 seduce me." ) . II 
was necessary for him to speak the truth and defend himself, 
due to the need to protect hi s own honor. ( And a witness of 
her household bore witncss. ) It was said tha I he was a child 
in his crib ; thi s was the opinion o f ' Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ? 
Ibn Jareer At-Tabari prefe rred thi s saying and he narrated an 
authent ic hadeelh to thaI effec t, on the authority of ' Abdul lah 
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Ibn' Abbas ~. Olhers claimed Ihat the narration could only 
be asc ribed 10 'Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas .i;o (Ihal is, Ihey did nOI 
ascribe it 10 thc Prophet ~), ( 26) It was also said tha t he was a 
man of approximatcly the same age as 'Atfeer, her husband. 
And it was also said that his age was close to that of Zulai kha. 

Among those who said thai he was a man were' Abdullah Ibn 
'Abbas 4:. ' Ikrimah, Mujhaid, AI· Hasan AI-Basri , Qmadah, 
As-Suddi , Muhammad Ibn Ishaq and Zaid Ibn Aslam. The 
wi lness said, ( "Ifit be that his shirt is 10m fromlhe frollt. then 
her talc is truc and he is a liar! ) (SoO/'ali }ooslljI2:26) That is, 
because it will mcan that he tried to seduce her and she de fended 
herself, lea ring the front of his shirt. ( "But ifil be that his shirt 
is lOrn from Ihe back. then she has told a li l! and he is spe'lking 
thc lruth! " ) (Soorah }oosllj I2:27) Thai is because, ifhe had 
fled from her and she had chased after him and grabbed him 
from behi nd, his shirt would be torn from the back - and sueh 
proved to be the case, which is why Allah , Most High, says, ( 
So when he (her husband) saw his (Yoosuf"s) shirt tom at the 
back , he (her husband) said , "Surely, it is a plot Of YOll women! 
Certain ly mighty is your pial! " ) (Soorall }oosl({ 12:28). That 
is, this is from you women's plolli ng: you seduced him against 
his wi ll , and then you fa lsely accused him. Then her husband 
{umcd away and said, ( O. Yoosuf! Turn away from this! ) 
(Soorah Yoosllf 12:27). Thai is, do not mention it to anyone, 
because keeping sllch matters secret is more approprialc and 
superior. He ordered his wi fe to seek forgi veness forthe s in that 
she had commi tted and tllm in repentance to her Lord. This is 
because when a slave repents to Allah, Allah forgi ves him. And 

(26) Ibn Jareer At-Tabari narrated il in a 111l111'qoofronn (i.c. as a narration or 
'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas ~) in his Tafseer ( 121 193) and he also narrated it 
in a marroo' ronn (i.e. as a narnltion rrom the Prophc1ll) in his uifseer 
( 121194), 



while the people o f Egypt used to worship idols, they knew 
that the One Who forg ives sins and punishes the perpetrator 
of them is Allah, Alone, and I-Ie has no partners in that. This is 
why her husband spoke to her thus and pardoned her in some 
respects, because she had seen something that it was diffi cult to 
remain patient over. However, he was a virtuous and honorable 
man and so he said, ( "Ask fo rgiveness fo r your s in. Verily, you 
were of the sin ful.") (SoO/'ail Yoosl!f I2:29) 

He, Most High, says, ( And women in the c ity said , "The 
wife of AI- 'A=ee= is seeking to seduce her (s lave) young man. 
indeed she loves him vio lently; veri ly we see ht:: f in plain error." 
So when she heard of thei r accusation, she sent for them and 
prepared a banquet for them; she gave each one o f them a knife 
(to cut the foodstuff with), and she said (to Yoosuf). "Come out 
before them ." Then, when they saw him, they exalted him (at 
his beauty) and (in their astonishment) Cllt their hands. They 
sa id , " How perfect is Allah (or Allah forbid)1 No man is thi s! 
This is none other than a noble angel! " She said , "This is he (the 
young man) about whom you did blame me (for hi s love), and 
I did seek to seduce him , but he refused. And now ifhe refuses 
to obey my order, he shall certa inly be cast into prison, and 
wi ll be one o f those who are disgraccd." I-I e said , "0 , my Lord! 
Prison is marc to my liking than that to which they invite me. 
Unless You turn away their plot from me. I will feel incl ined 
toward them and be one (of those who commit s in and deserve 
blame or those who do deeds) of the ignorant fo lk." So his 
Lord answered his invocation and turned away from him their 
plOL Verily, I-I e is the A II-Hearing, the All-Knowing) (SoOl'ol1 
Yoosuf I2: 30-34) 

Allah in fonns liS about the actions of the women of the city, 
the wives of the princes andlhe daughters oflhe powerful and 
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influential , how they cri ti c ized, denounced and rev iled the wife 
of 111- 'Azeez regard ing her attempted seduction of her slave 
and her extreme love fo r him; meaning thm he was not worthy 
oril , since he was a slave, and nor, they said, did any olher like 
him deserve it. This is why they sa id, ( "verily we see her in 
plain error," ) (SoOl'all Yoosuj 12:30) That is, by placing a thi ng 
(i. e. her affec tion) in a place that was unbcfltting . ( So when 
she heard of thei r accusation. ) That is, their denuncia tion 
and beliltling o f her, their pointing accusing fingers al her and 
their censure of her for loving her slave and hav ing passionate 
fee li ngs for him. They displayed their condemnation of her, 
but at the same ti me, there was some excuse for her. For thi s 
reason, she wanted to make plain to (hem that there was indeed, 
some excuse for her and to show (hem that this young man 
was not as they thought, nor was he like their s laves. So she 
sent them an invitat ion, gathered them in her house and treatcd 
them with due hospita lity_ Among the things that she presented 
them was somcthing that needed to be cut with a kn ife, li ke 
ci tron and the li ke. ( She gave each olle of them a kni fe (to cut 
the foodSl lt fTwith) ) (Soora" )00su( 12 :3 1) She had prepared 
Yoos llf~, dress ing him in the fines t clothes - who was at the 
peak of his you th and beauty - and she ordered him to come 
out to them while dressed thus. So he came out to them and he 
was, without doubt, more beautiful than a full 11100n. ( Then, 
when they saw him. they exa lted him (a t hi s beauty) ) (SoO/-ol1 
}'oo.wf 12:3 1) T hat is, they exto lled him, reve red him and they 
cut their hands with the knives due to the ir distract ion, and 
they did not notice their wounds. ( They sa id, " How perfect is 
A llah (or Allah fo rbid)! No man is this! This is none other than 
a noble ange l! " ) (SoO/-all Yoosuf 12:3 1) II was related in the 
Iwdeeth of AI-Isra' that the Messenger of A Hah ;IIi sa id , "Then 



352 Mell/ioll oflhe Pmge/~I ' 0/ Ibmheelll ~ 
.~--~~~.~~--------------~----~~~--------~. 
I passed by Yoosufand he had been given ha lfofall beauty." (27) 

Ailah, Most High, says, ( She said , "This is he (the young 
man) abou t whom you did blamc mc ( fa r hi s love)." ) (Sooralt 
Yoosu! 12:32) Then she pra ised him for his perfect chastity, 

say ing, ( and I did seek to seduce him, but he resisted the 
tempta tion ) (Saara" YaaslI! 12:32) That is, he refused. ( ··And 

now, if he refuses to obey my order, he shall ce rtai nly be cast 
into pri son and he will be one or those who nre di sgraced." ) 
(SoO/'all Yoosu! 12:32) The other women incited him to henr 
nnd obey his mistress, but he vehemently re fused and remained 
aloof, because he was frol11 the stock of Prophets; he invoked 
the Lord of the worlds, saying in his supplicat ion, ( 0 , my 

Lord ! Prison is more to my liking than that to which they 
invite me. Unless YOli tum away thcir plot from me, I will reel 
inclincd toward [hcm and be one (of those who commit sin 
and deserve blame or those who do deeds) of the ignorant." ) 
(Saara" YOOSII! 12:33) That is, if You leave me to depend on 
myself, I will be weak and unab le to resist. I possess not the 
ability to benefit or haml, except as Allah wi ll s, because I am 
weak, unless You strengthen 111e, protect me and prescrve me 
with Your Power and Your Strength . This is why Allah , Most 

High, says, ( So his Lord answered his invoca tion and tLirned 
away from him their plot. Verily, li e is the A II -Hcaring, theA l! 
Knowing. ) (Soorall Yooslif 12:34) 

He, Most High, says, ( Thcn it appeared 10 thcm, aficr they 
had scen the proofs (of his innocence) to imprison him for a 
timc. And there entcrcd wi lh him lwo young men in the prison. 
One of thcm said , ··Veril y. I saw myself (in a dream) press ing 
wine." The other said, "Verily, I saw mysdf (in a drcam) 
carrying bread on my hend and birds werc eating thereof':' 

(27) Narrated by Muslim (162). 
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(Thcy said), "Inform us of the intcrpreta tion of th is. Veri ly, 
we think YO ll arc one o f the M lflisil1ool1 (doers o f good)." lie 
sa id. "No food will come to you (i n wakcfulncss or in dream) 
as your provision, but I wi ll inform (in wakefulness) of its 
interpretation beforc it (Ihe food) comcs. This is o f that which 
my Lord has taught I11 C. Vcril y. I have abandoncd the re ligion 
ofa pcople that belicvc not in Allah and arc disbelicvcrs in the 
Ilcreaftcr (i.e. thc K(II1'al1~)"()()1/ of Egypt who wcre po lytheists 
and used to worship the sun and other fal sc dcities). And I have 
followed the Rel ig ion of my fat hers. - Ibrahccm. Ishaq and 
Ya'qoob, and never could we <.luri bute any partners whatsoevcr 
to Allah. This is from the Grace o f Allah to us ancilO mankind. 
but mosl Illcn thank nol (i.e. they neilher believc in Allah, nor 
worship Ilim). O. two companions of the pri son~ Are many 
difTe rent lords (gods) better, or Allah, the One, the Irresistible? 
You do not worship besidcs I lim but only names which YOll 

have named (forgcd), you and your fathers. for which Allah 
has sent down no au thority. The command (or the j udgment) 
is fo r nonc but Allah. /-I e has commandcd that YOll worshi p 
nonc but I lim (i.e. Il is Monotheism), that is thc (true) straight 
Relig ion, blll most men know no\. O. two companions of the 
prison! As for onc of you. he (as a scn'anl ) wi ll pour out wine 
for his lord (king or maslcr) to drin k; and as for the Dlher, he 
will bc crucified and bi rds will ea l from his hcad. Thus is the 
cascjudgcd conccrn ing which you bo th did inqui re." ) (Som'ali 

YoosI1 12:35-41 ) 

Allah, Most High, tell s us that after it became obvious to thcm 
that Yoosuf ~ was innocent , AI- 'Azeez and his w ifc decided 
to imprison him until such time as thc gossip abolH him and 
AI- 'Azeez s wife dicd away. AI- 'Azeez suppressed the facts, in 
order to make it appear thai it was Yoosuf ifiB who had tri ed 10 

seducc her against her will and so he was imprisoncd because 
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of it. So he was wrongfully and unjustly imprisoned. This was 
a part o f what Allah had orda ined for him and it was the mcans 
by which Hc protectcd hi m, for Hc removed him from their 
company and the need to associate with thelll. It was based on 
thi s that some Sufi s c lnimed, accord ing to what Ash-Shafi ' i has 
reported from them, that a part of chasti ty is to remove oneself 
from tcmptation. 

Allah, Most High, says, And there entered with him two 
young men in the pri son. (Saora" Yoosl!f 12:36) It was sa id 
that one of them was the king 's cup bearer, and it has bccn said 
that hi s namc was Banll. The other was the king's baker, i. e. 
the onc who prepared his food, and is known to the Turks as 
Jashankir, and according to what has been said, hi s name was 
Mujallath. Both of them had been accused of something by 
the king, who had them thrown in ja il. When they saw Yoosuf 
~ in jail, they werc amazed by his characte r, his dignified 
demeanor, his Fai th, hi s words and actions, his frequent acts of 
worship and his good condllcl lOward his fe llow-man. Each of 
them had a dream appropriate to him. 

The scholars of tafseer said thaI they both had thei r dreams 
on the same night. As for the cup-bearer, he saw three branches 
from a grape-vine, which had produced leaves and ri pe grapes 
and he took them and squeezed Ihem into the king's cup and 
then he gave it to him to drink. The baker saw th ree baskets of 
bread on his head and three birds of prey eating from the top 
baske t. They both related thei r dreams to Yoosu f~ and asked 
him to interpret them for them, saying, ( " Ve ril y, we think you 
;:Ire one of the MllhsillOOIl (doers o f good ):' ) (Som'all YoosuJ 
12:36) He infomled them tha t he was knowledgeab le regarding 
the interpretation of their dreams and skilled in sll ch maile rs. 
He sa id, ( "No food will come to you (i n wakefulness or in 
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dream} as your provis ion. but I wi ll inform ( in wakefulness) 
its intcrpretation before it (the food) comes to yo u: ' ) (Soorah 
YOOSII! 12:37) It was said that thc meaning is: no matter what 
visions you sec, I will interpret them for you before it happens; 
and it will be as I sa id. It was also sa id that it means: I w ill 
inform you of w ha t food w iI1 come to yo u before it arrives, 
whether it be sweet or bitter, as ' Eesa i:&Y said , ( "A nd I info rm 
YO LI of what you eat, and wha t you store in your hOllses." ) 
(Soorah Ali '/111/'011 3:49) I-Ie sa id to them, "This is fro m the 
things that A llah has taught to me, because I believe in Him, 
affirm His Oneness and adhere to the Re lig ion of my noble 
fat hers, Ibraheem, AI-Khaleel 'h9, Ishaq ~ and Ya 'qoob." 
( "And never could we attribu te an y partners whatsoevcr \0 

AI1ah. This is from the Grace of A llah to us." ) That is, that He 
has guidcd li S to thi s. ( "And to mankind ." ) That is, that He 
has commanded us to ca ll them to I-lim, guide them and direct 
thcm to Him . He (i.e. bel ief in Him) is firml y embedded in 
the ir innate nalures and implanted in the ir natural disposit ions. 

( "But most men thank not (i .c . they neither be lieve in Allah, 
nor worsh ip Il il11), " ) (SoO/'ail YOOSII! 12:38) 

Then he ca ll ed upon them to believe in A llah's Oneness 
and he censured the worshi p o f' anyone other than A llah and 
bel itt led and expressed scorn f'or the worship of' ido ls. He sa id , 

( "0. YOll two companions o f the pr ison! Are many diOc rent 
(gods) better. or Allah, the One. the Irres istible? You do not 
worship besides Him but onl y names which YOll have named 
( forged) , yo u and your fathe rs, for which A llah has sent down 
no authority. The command (or the judgment) is fo r none but 
Al lah." ) (SoO/'ail )00.1'11[12:39 ,40), That is, He is the Disposer 
of (the afTairs of) His creat ion and He is the Doer of what He 
w ill s, Who guides whom He w ill s and increases in error whom 
I-Ie w ill s. ( " l ie has commandcd that YO ll worship nonc but 
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Him (i.c. His Monotheism):' (SoO/'ali Yooslif I 2:40) . Thai is, 
A lone, without ascribing partners 10 Him. ( "That is the st raight 
Religion ," ) (SoO/'o" YOOSII! 12:40) , That is, the true Religion 
and the Straight Path. ( " But most mell know not.'· ) (Soorall 
roo.wf 12:40). That is, they will not be guided 10 it , in spite o f 
it s c larity and ils obviousness. His preaching to them both in 
th is s ituation was or the utmos t perfection, because thei r hea rts 
exto lled him and were rcady 10 accept what he sa id. Therefore it 
was appropriate to ca ll them to Iha l which was more beneficial 
to them than abollt that w hich they asked and requested from 
him . Then he undertook that which was incumbent upon him 
and guided to that to which he had been gu ided, saying, ( "0. 
you two compan ions or the prison! As ror one or you. he (as 
a servant) wi ll pour out wine ror his lo rd (ki ng or master) 10 

drink." ) (So01'a" Yooslif I2:4 1). The scholars sa id that he was 
the cup-bearer. ( "A nd as ror the other. he will be cmcified 
and birds will em from his head," ) (SoO/'ail YOOSII! 12:4 1) 
The scholars sa id that he was the baker. < "Thus is the case 
judged concerning which YO li bo th did inquire," ) (Soomh 
YOO.\· I!( 12:4 1). That is, thi s will happen, and it is inevitable, 
no matter what. This is why it was sa id in a IlOdeet", "A vision 
nutters over a man as long as it is not interprcted, bu t whcn it 
is interpreted, it happens." (28) 

A llah, Most High, says. And he sa id to the one whol11 hc 
knew to be saved. "!\ Icntion me to your lord (i.e . your king, so 
as to ge t mc out o r the prison}." But Slmitall made him ro rgct 
to mcmion it 10 his lord. So he (Yoosul) stayed in prison a few 
(more) years. ) (Sooro" YOOS I{( 12:42) 

(28) This is .HI authentic Ilt/deelll namllcd by Abu OawOO£i (5020). At-Tirmi
dhi (22 79), tbn Majah (3914). Ahmad ( 15749) and i\d-Oarimi (2148), on 
the authority of Laqect Ibn Sabirnh ~. 
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Allah, Most High, informs us thal Yoosuf~ said to the one 
whom he knew would be saved, which was the cup-bearer, 
( " Mention me to your lord." ) , That is, mention my case 
and the situation that I am in to your king; I am imprisoned, 
without having committed any crime. This is evidence of the 
permiss ibi lity of taking the necessary steps to achieve one's 
objec ti ve and this is not inconsistent with trusting in the Lord 
of lords (taIVakkuf). As for the saying of Him, Most High: ( 
But S/wilall made him forget to mention ilIa his lord ) (SoOl'oII 

Yoosuf 12:42). ThaI is, Satan caused the man who was saved to 
forget to mention what Yoosllr~ had entrusted to him. 

He, Most High, says, ( And the king (of Egypt) said , "Veril y, 
I saw (i n a dream) seven fal cows, whom seven lean ones were 
devouring - and o f seven grcen ears of eorn, and (sevcn) others 
dry, 0, notables! Expla in to me my dream, if it be that you can 
interpret dreams," They said, "M ixed up false dreams and we 
arc not ski lled in the in terpreta tion of dreams," Then the man 
who was re leased (one of the two who were in prison), now at 
length remembered and sa id , " [ wi[ 1 tell YOll its inte rpreta tion, 
so send me forth ," (I-Ie sa id), "0, Yoosuf, the man of truth ! 
Explai n to LI S (the dream) o f seven fat cows whom seven [can 
ones were devouring, and of seven green ears of com, and 
(seven) others dry, that I may retu rn to the people, and that 
they may know," (Yoosuf) said, " For seven consecuti ve years, 
you shall sow as usual and that (the ha rvest) which you reap 
yo u sha ll leave in cars, (a ll ) - except a litt le of it which yo u 
may eat. Then will come aner that , seven hard (years), which 
will devour what you have laid by in advance for them, (a ll) 
except a litt le of tha t which you have guarded (stored), Theil 
the reafter will come a yea r in which people will have abundant 
ra in and in which they will press (wi,l}e and o il)," ) (SoO/'oll 
Yoosu! 12:43-49) 
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This was one of the means by which Yoosuf &JJ obtained 
his release from prison, with honor and respect. To wit, this 
vision was seen by the king of Egypt, who was Ar~Riyyan Ibn 
AI-Waleed Ibn Tharwan, Ibn Arashah Ibn Faran Ibn 'Amr Ibn 
' Imlaq Ibn Lawuz Ibn Sam (Shem) Ibn Nooh ~. 

The People of the Scripture sa id that he saw in the dream that 
he was on the edge of a river and seven fat cows had emerged 
from it and they began to graze in a meadow there; then seven 
lean, weak cows emerged from that ri ver and they began to 
graze along with the first seven. Then they tumed upon them 
and devoured them. Then he awoke in a stale of alarm. Then he 
slep t again and saw seven green ears of wheat on a single stalk 
and suddenl y, seven thin , withered ears ate them. Then the 
king awoke in a state of alann. When he informed his counci l 
of elders and his people about what he had seen, there was 
no one among them who was skilled in the in terpretation of 
dreams. Indeed, ("Mixed up rai se dreams." ) (SoO/'a" Yoosuf 
12:44). That is, these are a mixture oflhe dreams that you had 
during the nighl and it may be that there is no meaning to them; 
in addition to this, we have no expertise in this field. This is 
why they said, ( and we are not skilled in the interpretation pf 
dreams ) (Soorah Yoos/if 12:44). At this moment, the one who 
had been freed from jail remembered the trust with which he 
had been charged by Yoosuf ~. 

This is why Allah, Mos t High, says, ( Then the man who was 
released (one of the two who were in prison), now at length 
remembered and said. ) (Soorall Yoo,nif 12:45) That is, he 
remembered the tmst after a few years had passed, He sa id to 

his people and to the king, ( "I wi ll tell you its interpretation, 
so send me forth ." ) (SoO/'ail Yoos/if 12:45) That is, send me to 
Yoosuf; and he went to him and said, ( (I-Ie said), "0, Yoosuf, 
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the mall of truth! Explain to liS (the dream) of seven fat cows 
whom seven lean ones were devouring, and of seven green 
ears o f com, and (seven) others dry, that I may return to the 
people, and that they Illay kno w." ) (50omli YOOSIU" I 2:46) He 
in terpreted for them from the dreams of the king that which 
showed that seven yea rs of abundance would bc followed by 
seven yea rs of drought. ( "Then thereafter will come a yea r in 
which people will have nbundant rain." ) (SoO/'ali Yaoslif I2:49). 
That is, they will experience rain, abundance and comfort ( 
"and in which they will press." ) (Saara" Yaosl~r 12:49). That 
is, they wi ll press or juiee the things that they commonly lI sed 
to press, such as sugar cane, grapes, olives, sesame seeds and 
other things. He interpreted the dreams for them and guided 
them as to wha t they should do during the years o f plenty and 
the years of fa mi ne and how they should store the grain they 
had harvested during the seven years of plenty, i.e. in it s ears, 
except for what they set aside for the ir li se (i.e. 10 be eaten). 
He also told them to keep only a minimum of seeds during 
the seven lean years, since it was most likely that the seeds 
would not produce any return. This proves how complete was 
Yoosuf's knowledge, perception and understandi ng. 

He, Most High, says, ( And the king said , " Bring him to me." 
But when the messenger came to him, (Yoosuf) said , "Return 
to your lord and ask him, " What happened to the women who 
cut their hands'? Surely, my Lord (A llah) is Well -Aware of their 
plot." (The king) said (to the women), "What was your a fTair 
when you did seek to seduce Yoosuf!" The women s.l id, "A llah 
fo rbid! No evil know we against hi m!" The wife ofA/~ 'Azeez 
sa id, "Now the truth is manifes t (to a ll ), it was I who sought to 
seduce him, and he is surely o f the trmhfu!." l Ie sa id , " It was in 
order that he (;1/- 'A::ee=) may know that I betrayed him not in 
secret. And, ve rily! Allah guides not the plot ofth c bctrayers. 
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And I free not mysclf (fro m the blame). Veril y, the (human) self 
is incl ined to evil, except when my Lord bestows I lis Mcrcy 
(upon whom He wills). Veri ly, my LonJ is On-Forg iving, 
Most Merci fu l." ) (SoO/-oil Yoosllj I2:50-53)_ When 'he king 
rea lised the completeness of Yoosuf's knowledge, the perfect 
na ture of his intellect, his acute powers of perception and his 
understand ing, he ordered that he be brought in his presence, 
so that he might become a member of his inner circle. When 
the king's messenger came to hi m with Ihis information, he 
preferred not to leave until it had become clear to everyone 
that he had been wrongly and unj ustly imprisoned and that he 
was totally innocent of the crime they had false ly ascribed to 
him. ( [Yoosuf] said , Retu rn to your lord ) , that is, the king. 
( "and ask him, " What happened to the women who cut their 
hands? Surely, my Lord (Allah) is Well-Aware o f thei r plot." 
) (SoO/'ail Yoosllj I 2:50) It was said that it means: Verily, 
my master, AI- 'Azeez knows that I am innocent of what was 
attributed to me; i.e , so te lllhe king to ask them how I strongly 
rejected their advances, when they attempted to seduce me 
and encourage them to tell the truth about this matter, which is 
neither honorab le nor right. So when they were asked about it, 
they acknowledged what had actually happened and confimled 
Yoosuf's pra iseworthy conduct. ( Thc womcn said, "Allah 
forbid! No evil know we against him! " ) (SoO/'ah YooslIf I2:5 1). 
At this point, ( the wife of A/· 'Azeez said ) , That is, Zulai kha. 
( "Now the truth has hasha.w ." ) (Soorah Yoosuf 12:5 1). That 
is, now the truth has become man ifest to all ; and the tnuh 
has a greater right to be heeded (than fa lsehood)_ ( " It was I 
who sought to seduce him, and he is surely of the truth fuL" ) 
(SoO/'all YOOSlI! 12:51). That is regarding his claim that he is 
innocent, that he did not attempt to seduce me and that he was 
wrongfully and unj ustly imprisoned, based on fa lse testimony. 
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And He, Most High, says, ( He said, " It was in order that he 
(111- A=ee=) may know that I be trayed him not in secret. And, 
veril y! Allah guides not the plot of the betrayers." ) (SoOl'all 
YooslI! 12:52). 1i was said Ihallhis was Ihe saying ofYoosufWl; 
i.e. I only requested this invest igation in order that AI-'Azeez 
should know that I did not betray him in his absence. It was 
also said that it was the conclus ion of the speech of Zulaikha, 
i.e. I only acknowledged this (s in) ill order that my husband, 
AI-'Azeez should know that I did not aclually belray him in 
this matter (by committing adultery). It was only an attempted 
seduction, and it did not result in unlawful sexual intercourse. 
This interpretation was supported by a great number of the 
later scholars and others. But Ibn Jareer and Ibn Abi I-Iatim 
only related the first interpreta tion. 

( "And I free not myself( frol11 lhe blame). Verily, Ihe (human) 
sclfis incli ncd to evi l. exccpt when my Lord bestows His Mcrcy 
(upon whom He wills). Verily, my Lord is On-Forgiving, Most 
Mcrcifnl." ) (SoO/'ail YOOS II! 12:53) It was sa id that this was 
from the speech of Yoosuf ~ and it was also said that from 
the speech of Zulaikha; the view that it is a continuation of 
the speech of Zulaikha is more apparent, more appropriate and 
stronger. And Allah knows better. 

And He, Most High, says, ( And the king said, " Bring him to 
me tha i I may attach him to my person." Then, when he spoke 
to him. he said. "Vcrily, this day, you arc wilh us high in rank 
and fully lniSled." (Yoosuf) said , "Sel mc over the storehouses 
of the land; I am indeed /wfeez and ·a/eell/ ." (as Minister of 
Financc in Egypt, in place of AI- 'A=ee: who was dead at that 
time). Thus did We g ive full authority to Yoosuf in the land. to 
take possession therein, as when or where he likes. We beslow 
of Our Mercy on whom We please, and We make nOI to be lost 
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the reward of AI-Mllhsinooll. ) (Soorah YOOSII/ 12:54-57) 

When Yoosuf's spotless character and his innocence of the 
accusation they had leve led aga inst him bcc<lme appa rent to 
the king, he sa id, ( Bring hi m to me that I may allach him 
to my person." ) That is, I wi ll make him one of my inner 
circle members , a prominent member of my government and 
an eminent personage in my entourage. When he had spoken 
to him and heard his words and his situation had become clear 
to him, ( I-Ie said, "Verily, this day, you arc with li S high in 
rank and full y trusted ." ) (SoO/'all Yoosllf 12:54) That is a 
person occupying a posit ion of authority and trustworthiness. 
( [YoosufJ sa id, "Set me ove r the storehoLlses orthe l<l ncl ; 1 am 
indeed IIqfee:: and 'aleem." ) (500roll }oos/if 12:55) He asked 
the king to appoi nt him to oversee the gra in stores, because 
of the expec ted depletion in the amount of gra in stored a fter 
seven years of plenty, as he wo uld then be in a position to 

manage the si tuation in a manner that was pleasing to Allah, by 
making provisions fo r thcm and treating them w ith kindness. 
He in fo rmed the king that he was ( "lwJeez" ) . That is, strong 
in preserving what was in his hands and hc could be trusted 
not to deal with it in any d ishonest way. He a lso said that he 
was ( .. 'aleem" ) , That is, possessing full knowledge of things 
and of the best way to dea l with the grain stores, In th is, there 
is ev idence of the pcnniss ibili ty of seeking an appo intment for 
the one who kn ows himse lf to be trustworthy and capab le, 

Allah, Most High, says, ( Thus did We give full authority 
to Yoosuf in the land, to take possess ion the rein , as, when 
and where he liked. ) (SoO/'all YODs/if 12:56) Tha t is, after 
imprisonment , hardship and confine ment came freedom to do 
as he pleased w ithin the lands o f Egypt, ( 10 take possess ion 
there in. as , when and w here he li ked. ) That is, wha t'soever he 
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wished was made lawful for him; thus did Allah honor him, 
bestow on him an enviable rcward and exalt him. ( We bestow 
of Our Mercy on whom We pleJse, and We make not to be 
lost the rcward of AI-A'fuhsil1oo11 (those who do good deeds) 
) (Soomil Yoos.if 12:56) That is, a ll of this is a part of Allah's 
Recompense and Reward fo r the Bel iever, in addi tion to the 
abundance of goodness and handsome reward that have been 
stored for him ill the Hereafter. This is why Allah, Most High, 
says, ( And veril y, the reward of'the Hereafter is better for 
those who believe and used to fear Allah and keep their duty to 
Him (by abslaining from all kinds of sins and evil deeds and by 
performing all kinds of righl eo us good deeds» (Soorah )'oosu! 
12:57) It was said that 'Alfee r died and the king appointed 
Yoosuf in his place and married his widow, Zulaikha, to him, 
and he was an honest and trustworthy minister. 

Allah, Most High,says, ( And Yoosuf's brethren came and they 
entered unto him. and he recognized them, but they recognized 
him not. And when he furni shed them forth with provisions 
(according to their need), he sa id , " Bring me n brother ofyollrs 
from your fllther; (he meant Binyameen). Sec you not lhal J 

give full measure, and that I am the best o f the hosts? But if 
you bring him not to me, there shall be no measure for you with 
me, nor shall you come near me," They said , " We shall try to 

gel permiss ion (for him) fro lll his father, and ve ril y, we shall 
do it." And he (Yoosuf) told his servants to put their money 
(with which they h'ld bought the corn) into their bags, so that 
they might know it when they go baek to their people, in order 
that they might come back. ) (SoO/'oil Yoos.if 12:58-62) Allah, 
Most High, infomls us about the arriva l of Yoosuf's brothers 
in the lands of Egypt , where they had COllle to purchase food 
(grain, etc.) after the years o f drought had spread throughout 
the lands surrounding Egypt. At that time, Yoosuf ~ was in 
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charge of both sccular and rcligious affa irs in Egypt and when 
they entered in his presence, he recognized them, but they did 
not recognize him, for they could not have dreamed of the rise 
to high slatus and greatness that had come to Yoosuf~; this is 
why he recognized them, but they did nOI recognize him. 

Allah, Most High, says, ( And when he fu rn ished them 
forth with provisions (according to their nced) ) . That is, 
he had given them the foodstuffs (grain etc.) which were 
in accordance with his custom, of giving to every person 
a camel-load and not more, ( he said " Bring me a brother 
of yours from your fat her." ) This was after he had asked 
them about their situation and how many they were, and 
they had replied, " We were twelvc men, but one of us d ied 
and his full brother remained with our father." He then said, 
" If you come back next year, bring him to me." ( "Sec you not 
that 1 give fu ll mcasure, and thaI 1 am Ihe best of the hosts?" 
) That is, I have treated you hospitably and enterta ined you 
wcll. Thus did he encourage them to return to him with their 
half-brother (Binyameen). In case they entertained the idea of 
not returning to him, he sa id, ( " But if you bring him nol to 
me, there shall be no measure fo r you with me, nor shall you 
come ncar me." ) . That is, I wil l not give you any supplies and 
I wi ll not allow you to comc to me at all. This was in contrast 
to the kindness thaI he had ex tended to them on their arriva l. 
So he strove to ensure that they would bring Binyameen with 
them, in order to satisfy his desire to SCI! him, by employing 
a carrot-and-s ti ck-approach. ( They said. " We sha ll try to get 
permission (for him) from his fat hcr." ) (8oom ft Yoostif12:6 1). 
That is, we will try our utmos t to arrange that he accompan ies 
us and to bring hi m to you. ( " And ve rily, we shall do i l. " 
) (SoO/'aft Yoostif 12:6 1). That is, and certainly, we are able 
to accomplish that. Then he ordered his servants to place the 
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merchandise they had brought with them to exchange for food 
in their saddle-bags, withou t them rea li z ing it. ( So when they 
returned to their father, they sa id , "0, our father! No more 
measure o f gra in shall we ge l. So send our brother with liS, 

and we shall get our measure and truly we will guard hi m." He 
sa id, "Can 1 entrust him to YOll except as I entrusted his brother 
(Yoosuf) to you af'orctimc? But Allah is the Best to guard, and 
Ilc is the Most Merciful o r those who show mcrcy." And when 
they opened their bags, they found their merchandise had been 
retu rned to them . They said. "0 , our fa ther! What (more) can 
we des ire? Thi s, our mcrchandise has been returned to us, so 
we shall gct food for our famil y. and we shall guard Oll r brother 
and add one marc measure ora camel's load. This quant ity is 
easy." I-Ie (Ya 'qoob) sa id, " I will not send him with you lImil 
YOll swcar a solemn oath to mc in A llah's Namc, that you will 
bring him back to mc unlcss you arc yoursc lves surrounded 
(by cnemies. etc.) ." And when they had sworn their solemn 
oath, he sa id , '"A llah is the Witness ovcr what wc havc sa id." 
And he sa id, " 0 , my sons! Do not cn tc r by onc gatc, but enter 
by differe nt gates, and I cannot ava il yo u agai nst A llah at all . 
Veril y! The decision resls only with Allah . [n him, I put my 
trusl and leI all those that trllst, put the ir trust in Him." And 
when they ente red according to thei r fa ther 's advice, it did not 
avail them in the least against (thc Wi ll of) Allah , it was but a 
need ofYa'qoob's inncr-sc lf' wh ich he di scharged . And verily, 
he was endowed with knowledge because We had taught him, 
but mos t men know not. ) (Soomh Yoosllf 12:63-68) Allah, 
Most High, relates what happened to thcm aftcr they returned 
to their fat her and how they said to him, ( "No 1110re mcasure 
of gra in shall we gct." ) Tha t is, after thi s year, unless you 
send our brother (B inyamcen) with us; if you send him with 
us , we wi ll not be prevented from receiving gra in. ( And when 
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they opened their bags, they found their merchandise had been 
returned to them. They said. "0. our fa ther! What (more) can 
we desire? This, our merchandise has been returned to li S: ' ) . 

That is, what else can you wish for, now that our merchandise 
has been returned to us? ( "so we shall get food fo r our famil y." 
) . That is, we will be able to provide for thl.!m and bring them 
that which is beneficial to them this year and which will 
reli ve the drought they are faci ng. ( "And wc shall guard our 
brothc l' and add." ) . That is, because of his presence, ( "one 
more measure of a camcl's load." ) . Allah. Most High, says, 
( 'This quantity is easy," ) . That is, in return for his other son 
going wi th them. Ya'qoob ~ was very close indeed to his son, 
Binyamccn, because he could smell in him thc sccnt ofYoosuf 
~ and he found consolat ion in him for the loss of Yoosuf 
~. This is why he said, ( '" will not send him with you until 
you swenr a solemll oath to me in Allah's Name, that you wi ll 
bring him back to me unless you are yourselves surrounded (by 
enemies, etc.)." ) . That is, unless you are all prevented from 
bringing him back. ( And whcn they had sworn their solcmn 
oath, he said, "Allah is thc Witncss over what we have said." 
) . He confinned their oaths and validated their covenants and 
took precautions to enSure the safety of his son (Binyamcen); 
but caution cannot avail against that which has been Di vinely 
ordained. Had it not been for his need and the need of his 
people for supp lies, he would not have sent his beloved son. 
But Al lah 's Divine Ordainment has its own ru les; and the Lord, 
Most High, ordai ns what He Wills, chooscs what He Wants 
and decides what He wills. And He is the Most Wise, the AII 
Knowing. Then he ordered them not to enter the city through 
one gate; but to enter it through difTerent ga tes. It was said that 
he des ired that nOlle should amict them with the evil eye of 
jealousy; this was due to the fac t that they were all handsome 
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men of strong form . This was said by 'Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas 
..;." Mujahid, Muhammad Ibn Ka'b , Qatadah, As-Suddi and 
Ad-Dahhak . It was also said that he wanted thcm to separate , 
that haply, they might find some trace ofYoosllf~. Thi s was 
said by Ibraheem An-Nakha ' i. But the fi rst opinion appears 
more correct, which is why he said , ( "and I cannot avail YOll 
agai nst All ah at all ." ) . Allah, Most High, says, ( And when 
they entered according to their fa ther 's advice, it did not avail 
them in the least aga inst (the Wi ll of) Allah, it was but a need 
of Ya'qoob 's inner-se lf whi ch he di scharged. And, verily, he 
was endowed with knowledge because We had taught him, but 
most men know not. ) (SoO/'all )'ooSI!f 12:68) 

He, Most High, says, ( And when they went in before 
Yoosuf. he betook his brother (Binyameen) to himself and 
said , "Verily ! I Hm your brother, so gri eve not for wha t they 
lIsed to do." So when he had furni shed them fo rth with their 
provis ions, he put the bowl into his brother 's bag, then a crier 
ca lled out, "0, YOll ( ill) the caravan! Surely, YOll arc thieves !" 
They, turning toward them, said. " What is it that you have 
missed?" They said. "We have missed the bowl of the king 
and for him who produces it is (the reward of) a camel load; I 
wiil be bound by it." They said, " By Allah! Indeed you know 
that we came not to make mischie f in the land, and we arc no 
thieves !" They (Yoosuf's men) said, "What then shall be the 
penalty of him. if YOll are (proved to be) liars?" They (Yoosuf's 
brothers) said. "The penalty should be that he in whose bag it 
is found should be held for the punishment (of the crime). Thus 
we punish the ::al;lIIool1 (wrongdoers elc.)!" So he (Yoosuf) 
began (the search) in their bags be rore the bag of his brother. 
Then he brought il out o f his brother 's bag . Thus did We plan 
fo r Yoosuf. He could not take hi s brother by the law of the king 
(as a slave) . except that Allah willed it. (So Allah eaused the 
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brothcrs to bind thcmsclvcs with their WHy of " punishmcnt , 
i. e. the enslavement ofa Ihief.'·) We raise to degrees whom We 
please, but over a ll those endowed with knowledge is the AII 
Knowing (A llah). They (Yoosuf's brothers ) said, " If he steals, 
there was a brother o f his (Yoosuf) who did steal before (him)." 
But these th ings did Yoosuf keep in himself, revealing not the 
secrets to thcm. I-I e said (within himsel f) , " You arc in the worst 
case. and Allah knows best thc tru th of what you assert! " Thcy 
said, "0, rule r of the land! Ve ri ly, he has an old father (who will 
gri eve lor him); so take a ile o rus in his place. Indeed we think 
that you are one o f the MuhsinooH (those who do good)." I-Ie 
said, "Allah forbid that we should take anyone but him with 
whom we found our property. Indeed (if we d id so), we should 
be =alilllooll (wrongdoers)." ) (SoO/·ail YOOSII! 12:69-79) 

Allah relates what happened to them when they entered with 
their brother, Binyameen, the presence of his full brother, 
Yoosuf~. and how he received him and in formed him in secret 
that he was his brother, ordering him to keep this knowledge 
to himsel f and no t to share it with them. Then he ordered his 
servants to place the bowl from which he drank and which he 
used as a measure for the people during those times of drought 
among Binyameell 's belongings. Then he told them tha t they 
(h is brothers) had stolen the king's measuring bowl. And he 
promised them (the servants) that if it was returned to him, he 
would reward the fi nder wi th a camel-load of food. The ca ller 
guaranteed this to them. They (the brothers) approached the 
one who had accused them and they rebuked him and strongly 
censured him for what he had sa id to them. ( They said , " By 
Allah! Indeed you know Iha l we came not to make mischief 
in the lund, and we are no th ieves!" ) . That is, you know of 
us what cont radicts the accusation of theft that you have madc 
against liS. ( They (Yoosuf's I11cn) said , " Whallhen sha ll be the 
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penalty of him, if you are (proved to be) liars'!" They (Yoosuf's 
brothers) said , "The penalty should be that he in whose bag 
it is rOllnd should be hcld for the punishmcnt (o f the cri mc). 
Thus we punish the =alillloCH/ (wrongdocrs etc.)'" ) . This was 
their law, that the thief should be given up to the victim of the 
theft, which is why they said, ( "Thus we punish the =a/imooll 

(wrongdoers. etc.)!" ) 

He, Most High, says, ( So he (Yoosul) began (the search) 
in thcir bags befo rc the bag or his brothcr. Then he brought 
it out of his brother's bag ) (SoOl'all YOOS lIJ 12: 76) This was 
in order to avo id suspicion and to perfec t the p lot. Then He, 
Most High, says, ( Thus did We plan lor Yoosur (Joseph). He 
could not take his brother by the law of the ki ng (as u slave), 
) (Saara" Yaasu! 12:76) That is, had they not acknowledged 
that the punishment ror one in whose luggage the bowl was 
found was that he be handed over to the victim of the theft , 
Yousuf ~ would not have been ab le to take him, according to 
Egyptian law. ( Except tha t Allah wi lled it. (So Allah caused 
the brothers to bind themselves with their way of" punishment , 
i.e. the enslavement ofa Ih iee") We ra ise to degrees whom We 
please ) , that is, in knowledge, ( but over all those endowed 
wi th knowledge is the All-Knowing (Allah). ) This is because 
Yoosuf ~ was more knowledgeable and more perceptive 
than his brothers and he possessed a stronger w ill and fi nner 
resolution than they did. He only did what he did in accordance 
with Allah 's Command to do so. This was because o f the great 
benefit that resulted from it - and that was the coming of his 
father and his people to him and their approaching him in a 
delegation. When they saw the bowl being brought out from the 
baggage or Binyameen, ( They (Yoosurs brothers) said , " Ir he 
steals, there was a brother of his who did stea l beforc (h im)." 
) (Soorah Yoosu! 12:77). They were referring to Yoosuf ffa'. . It 
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was said that he had stolen the idol of his maternal grandfather 
and destroyed it. It was also said that hi s paternal aunt had ti ed 
a belt belong ing to Ishaq ~ around him, under his clothing, 
when he was an infant; then they discovered it unde r his 
clothing and he (being a small child) was unaware of what she 
had done. And she had only done this because she wanted him 
10 be in her carc, bccausc she loved him. 

I-Ie, Most High, says, ( " You are in the worst case, and Allah 
knows bes t the truth o f'wha t you asse rt !" ) . He answered them 
silen tly, in low voice - and his words were words of clemency 
and kindness, forgiveness, and pardon; they also spoke with 
kindness and gentleness, (though aloud) saying, ( "0, ruler 
of the land! Veril y, he has an old fat her (who will gri eve fb I' 
him); so take a ile o f us in hi s place. Indeed we th ink that you 
are one of the Mullsinooll (those who do good)." I-Ie sa id. 
"A llah fb rb id that we should ta ke anyone but him with whom 
we fbund ollr prope rt y. Indeed (if we did so), we should be 
ZolilllOOIl (wrongdoers): ' ) (SoO/'oll )'oosl!f' 12:78). That is, if 
we let the accused go free and took an innocenl person. This is 
something lilal we would not do and we would not penni! it to 
be done. We will only take the person in whose possess ion we 
found our property. 

He, Most High, says, ( So, when they despaircd o f him, they 
held a con fe rence in priva te. The eldest among them said. 
" Know you not that your father did ta ke an oath fro l11 you in 
Allah 's Name, and before this you did fa il in your duty with 
Yoosur? Therefb re I will not leave thi s b nd until my fat her 
permits me, or Allah decides Illy case and He is the 8 est o f 
the judges. Return 10 your fath er and say, "0, our father! 
Ve ril y, your son (8inymnccn) has stolen, and we tes ti fy 11 0t 
except according to whal we know, and we could nO! know 
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the unseen! And ask (the people of) the town where we have 
been, and the caraV<l 11 in which we returned. and indeed we arc 
tell ing the trut h." I-I e (Va 'qoob) sa id , " Nay, but yo ur oWllsc lves 
have beguiled you into something. So patience is most fitt ing 
(for me). May be Allah wi ll b: ing them all (back) 10 111e. Truly. 
He, only J-Ie is All- Knowing, Most Wise." And he turned away 
from them a nd said, " A las, my gri e f for Yoosur l !" And he lost 
his sight because or the sorrow he was suppressing. They sa id. 
" By Allah! You wi ll never cease remembering Ycosuf until you 
become weak with o ld age, or until yo u be of the dead." He 
said, "1 only complain of my grief and sorrow to Allah , and I 
know from A llah thaI which YOLI know no t. "0, my sons! Go 
you and inquire aboul Yoosuf and his brolher, and never give 
up hope o r A llah's Mercy, Certai nly no one despai rs o f A llah's 
Mercy, except the people who disbelieve." ) (Som"all Yoosllf 
12:80-87) 

Allah, Mosl High, infonns us about them, saying that when 
they despaired of taking Bi ll yameell from Yoosuf ~, they 
began to wh isper to one another in priva te. ( The e ldest among 
them said , ) - that was Roobeel ( "K now you no t that your 
father did take an oalh from you in Allah's Name " ," ) . That is, 
you have broken your oath to him and you have been negligent 
with him (i.e. Binymneen) as you were fo nnerly negligent with 
his brother, Yoosuf. Now I C11 nnot face him. ("Therefore I will 
not leave thi s land .,, " ) . That is, ) wi ll continue to stay here 
( "until my fa ther permits l11e . , .. · ) , That is, to come 10 him 
( "or Allah decides my case ., ," ) . That is, )-Ie enables me to 
secure my brother's relUrn to my father. ( And He is the Bes t 
of the j udges. Return to your father and say. "0 , our fa ther! 
Verily, your son (Bcnjam in) has stolen.,. ' J ) . That is, infonll 
him of what you have seen orlhe matter with your own cyes. ( 
"And we testify no t except accord ing 10 what we know, and we 



could not know the ull seen! And ask (the people of) the town 
where wc have been, and the caravan in which we returned." ) . 
That is , what we have told you about them scizing our brother 
because he had cOlllmitted an act of theft is a matter which has 
become wide ly known in Egypt and the people of the caravan 
in which we returned know about it , because they were there. 
( "A nd indeed we arc tell ing the truth." !-I e (Ya'qoob) said , 
"Nay, but your oWllselvcs have begu ilcd you into somcth ing. 
So pa tience is most fi lling." ) . That is, the matte r is not as you 
have described; he did not stea l, because it is IlOt in his nature 
to do so. It is only your own selves that have seduced you into 
believ ing something (that is not true) , so pat ienee is the most 
filling thing for me. 

Then he said , ( "May be Allah wi ll bring them all (back) 
to me." ) . ThaI is, Yoosuf :'Ml, Binyameen and Roobee!. ( 
''Truly, l Ie, only l Ie is All-knowing." ) . That is, regarding my 
situation and the separa tion that I am endur ing from my loved 
ones. ( " Most Wise." ) . That is, in all lhat He ordains and all 
that He does; and I-lis is the most far-reaching Wisdom and 
the irrefutable evidence. ( And he turned away from them ) . 
That is, Ya 'qoob ~ turned away from his sons. ( And said, 
"Alas, my grief fo r Yoosuf1" ) This new grief reminded him of 
his fonner grief and resurfaced that which had been lat.ent, as 
someone said, 

Let YOllr heart rOLl I. 1 wherever YOlt wish j ar the sake oj love, 
But (true) love is only jar the first love. 

And someone else sa id, 

My companion censured me Jar weeping at tile graves, 
For the tears tho/welled lip Qnd spilt/orlll, 

1 
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And he said, "Do YOII weep for evel), grave Ihal YO II see? 
For a grave which consists of layers afsand?" 
I said fa him. "flerily. grief evokes grief so leave me, 
For al/ of rhis is fh e grave of Malik. ,. 

He, Most High, says, ( And his eyes became whi te because 
of the sorrow. ) That is, he became bl ind due to excess ive 
weeping ( that he was suppressing. ) That is, the extreme grief, 
sorrow and long ing that he was feeling for Yoosuf~. When 
his sons observed the emotiona l upset and the pain of being 
paned (from Yoosuf and Binyamccn) that he was suffering, ( 
they sa id ) 10 him in tones o f compass ion, pi ty and cOllcem for 
him, ( "By Allah! YOll will never ce<lse rl.!!11embcring Yoosuf 
until YOll become weak with old age. or unti l YOll be o f the 
dead." ) That is, YO ll wi ll cont inuc 10 remember him until your 
body bccomes wenk and your strength departs, so if you take 
care o r yourself, il will be beller for you. ( He sa id. " I on ly 
complain of my grief and sorrow 10 Allah. and I know frol11 
Allah that which you know not.·· ) (SOOl'"'' Yoosuf I2:86). That 
is, I do not complai n to you or to anyone among the people 
about my s ituation ; I only complain 10 Allah, the A lmighty, the 
All-Powerful , and I know that He will make a re lease and an 
escape for me from the situation that I am in. I also know that 
Yoosuf's vision Illust be fulfill cd and that you and I wi ll find no 
a lternat ive to prostrating to him, as he saw. This is why he said , 
( "and I know from Allah that which you know not." Then he 
sa id to them, in order to inci te them 10 find Yoosuf~ and his 
brother, that they should go and inquire about the matter: ( "0. 
my sons! Go you and inquire about Yoosufand his brother. and 
never give lip hope of Allah's Mercy. Certainly no one despairs 
of Allah '5 Mercy, except the people who disbel ieve:' ) (Soorab 
Yoosuj' 12:87). That is, do not dcspair o f attai ning re li ef after 
hardship, becausc no one despairs o f Allah's Mercy rand Relief 
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and the release frol11 adversity that I-Ie can ordain, except the 
disbel ieving peopl e_ 

I-Ie, Most High, says, ( Then, when they entered unto him 
(Yoosuf), thcy s<lid. "0. ru ler oflhe land! A hard ti me has hit li S 

and our fam ily. nnd we have brought but poor capi tal. so pay li S 

ful l mcasure and bc charitable to us. Truly, Allah docs reward 
the charitable." l ie sa id, " Do YOll know what YO li did with 
Yoosuf and his brother, when YOli were ignorant?" T hey said, 
"Are you indeed Yoosur?" li e said, ';\ am Yoosuf, and thi s is 
my brother (Binyall1ccn). A llah has indced been Graciolls to us. 
Vcrily, he who fea rs Allah with obedience to Him (by abstaining 
from sins and ev il deeds, and by performing righteous good 
deeds), and is pUlien!. then surely, Allah makes not the rcward 
of the tlflfhsillOOIl (those who do good) to be lost." They sa id. 
"By Allah! Indeed Allah has preferred YOll above li S, and wc 
certainly havc been sinners." He sa id, "No reproach on you 
th is day. may Allah forgive you, and He is the Most Merciful 
of those who show mercy! Go with Ihis shirt o f mine, and casl 
it over the fa ce of my fath er, he will become clear-sighted. and 
bring to 111 0 all your fa mily," ) (SoO/'ail }'<:>0511[ 12:88-93) 

Allah, Most High, informs us abou t the return of yoosuf's 
brothers to hi m, their visit to him and their desire for his gra in 
and for him 10 show charity toward them by returning their 
brother, Binyamcen to the ln. ( Then, whell they cntcreel unto 
hi m (Yoosuf), Ihey sa id, "0, rule r of the land! A hard time has 
hit us and our fa mil y." ) . That is, drought and straitened times, 
in addition to a large famil y ( "and we ha ve brought but poor 
capi tal. . ." ' ) . That is, we have brought money for the food 
we want to buy, but it is not substantial. Ii was sa id Ihat they 
brought a mean Slllll of dirhams . II was also said thaI they were 
goods ofliltle:~xch a nge value, ex.ccpt by the one who would be 
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kind cnough to ovcrlook thi s. It was also sa id that they brought 
pine nu ts, terebinth seeds (29) and such. It was rcportcd on the 
authority of 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas ,*, that they were types of 
straw sacks, ropes and thc like. ( "So pay us full measure and 
bc charitable to us. Truly, Allah docs reward the charitable." 

) . It was said by As-Sliddi thai itl11cans by accepting what wc 
have brought. It was also said that it mcans by retuming our 
brother to li S. This was the opinion of Ibn Jura ij . 

I-Ie saw the situation they wcre in and the pit iful paymcnt 
that they brought and hc felt compassion for them and made 
hi mself known to them, info rming thcm about the COlllmand 
of his Lord and their Lord. When he had revealed his identity 
to them, ( l ie said, " Do you know what you did with Yoosuf' 
(Joseph) and his brother. whcn you were ignorant? They said" ) . 

They wcre abso lutely amazed to know his identity. fo r they had 
visited him numerous ti mes and they had not re('ognised him. 
( "A rc you indeed Yoosufr I lc said , " I am YooslIf, and this is 
111y brother (Binyamccn)" ) . That is, I am Yoosufwith whom 
you dealt as you did and whol11 you abandoned aforetimes. ( 
"And this is my bro ther (Binyamccn) .·· ) I-Ie said thi s in order 

to confirm the truth o f what he had to ld thcm and to make clcar 
to them the cnvy that they had harbored toward them and the 
deceitful stratagems they had employed against them, wh ich 
is why he sa id, ( "A lI nh hns indeed becn Gracious to li S." ) 

That is, by the ki ndness and charity He has shown to us and 
by gathering us together after having becn separa ted . This was 
the result of our obedience to Him and the paticnce wc have 
shown in the face o f the tria ls that have beset us, in addition to 
the obed ience and fi lin l piety we have shown toward our father 
and his great love and affcction for us. ( "Verily, he who fl!af!.; 

(29) Terebi nth : Pistacia vera , a small tree which is grown for its edible seeds 
(akin to pistachio nuts). 
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Allah with obedience to Him (by abstaini ng from s ins and evil 
deeds, and by performing righteous good deeds), and is pat ient , 
then surely, Allah makes not the reward of the Mllilsillooll 
(those who do good) to be lost. " They sa id. "By Allah ! Indeed 
Allah has preferred you above us.") That is, He has favored 
you over us and given you th <lt which !-I e has not given to us 
(Le. Prophethood) . ( "And we certainly have been sinners'" 
) . ThaI is, in what we have done to you; and now here we are 
before you. ( He sa id , "No reproach all you Ihis day." ) ThaI 
is, I will not rebuke you for what you did to me after this day. 
Then he went further, saying to them, ( "may Allah forgive 
YOll, and He is the Most Merciful of those who show mcrcy!" ) 
Thcn he ordered them to go wi th his shirt, which he wore next 
to his skin, and he told them to place it over their fathe r's eyes 
and he told them that his sight would be restored as a result, by 
Allah 's Penniss ion, after he had lost it. This was an amazing 
phenomenon, proof of his Prophethood and a major mi racle. 
Then he ordered them to bring all of their fami lies to the lands 
of Egypt , to enjoy goodness, abundant provision and uni ty, 
after separation, in the most complete manner. ( And when the 
caravan departed, their falh el" sa id. " I do indeed feel the smell I 
ofVoosuf, ifonly you think me not a dotard (a person who has I 
weakness of mind because of old age)." They sa id , " By Allah! 
Certai nl y, YO ll arc in YOllr old error." Then. when the bearer 
of the glad tidings arri ved, he cas t it (the shirt) over his face 
and he became clear-sighted. I-Ie sa id, "D id I not say 10 you 
that I know rrom Allah that which you know not?" They sa id , 
"0, ollr fa the r! Ask ror rorgiveness ( rrom Allah) for our sins. 
indeed we have been sinners." He sa id , " I will ask my Lord for 
forgiveness ror you, ve ril y, I-Ie, only lie is the Oft-Forgi vi ng. 
the Most Mereifu l." ) (Saara" Yaasuf I2:94-98) 

'Abdur-Razzaq narrated on the 3U1hori lY of 'Abdullah Ibn 
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' Abbas ~ that he said regard ing the Words of Allah, Most 
High: ( And when the caravan dcparled ) , " When the caravan 
departed, a wind sprang up and it carried the smell ofYoosuf's 
shirt to Ya'qoob ~ and he said, ( I do indeed feel the smell 
ofYoosuf, if only you think me not a dotard (a person who has 
weakness of mind because of o ld age) . ) " Ibn ' Abbas ,*" sa id, 
" I-Ie picked up his scent from a distance of eight days' (travel) 
away!" Ath-Thawri also narrated it thus, as did Shu 'bah and 
others, on the authori ty of Abu Sinan. AI-H asan AI-Basri and 
Ibn Juraij Al-Makki said that the distance betwcen them was 
eighty filrsakhs (30) and that he had been parted from him for 
eighty years. ( " If only you think me not a dotard (a persa ll 
who has weakness of mi nd because of old age)." ) That is, you 
say that I have only sa id this because I have become old and 
seni le. 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas <Ge, ' Ata' , Mujahid, Sa'ced Ibn 
Jubair and Qaladah sa id that it means: "you think me fooli sh." 
Mujahid also said - as did AI-Hasan Al-Basri - that it means 
"you think me senile and decrepil." ( They said , '· By Allah! 
Certainly, you arc in your old error.'· ) Qatadah and As-Suddi 
said that they spoke harsh words 10 him . Allah, Most High, 
says, ( "When the bearer of the glad tidi ngs arrived. he cas t it 
(the shirt) over his face and he became clear-s ighted." ) Thai 
is, as soon as he arrived with the shirt, he put it over Ya 'qoob 's 
face and immedia tely, his sight returned, after having been 
blind. When this happened, he said to his sons, ( '·Did I not 
say to you that I know from Allah that which you know notT 
) That is, I know that Allah wi ll reunite me with Yoosuf ~, 

that my eyes wi ll be delighted by (seeing) him and thai He 
will show me that which will please me regarding his situation. 
At this point, ( They said. "'0, our father! Ask for forgiveness 
(from Allah) for our sins, indeed we have been s inners." ) They 

(30) Fa,..wkl,: A parasang, whieh is an ancient Persi an unit of d ist:lI1ec. 
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requested from him that he ask Allah, the Almight y, the AII
Powerful to forgi ve them for what they had done, what they 
had inflic ted on hi m and his son and what they had resolved 
to do against him (i. e. Yoosuf :-MJ). And because they had 
made the intention 10 repeI1l before cOlllmi ning the deed, Allah 
caused them to seck fo rgivcness after they had committed it. 
Thei r father agreed to do what they asked. ( l ie said, "1 will 
ask my Lord for forg iveness for you. Verily, He, only He is the 
On-Forgiving, the Most MercifuL") 

Allah , Most High, says, ( Theil, when they entered unto 
Yoosu f, he betook his parents to himself and said, "Enter 
Egypt , if Allah will s, in security." And he rai sed his parents to 
the throne and they fell down before him in prostrat ion. And 
he said , "0, my fath er! Th is is the interpretation of Ill y dream 
aforetimc! My Lord has made it come true! He WliS indeed 
good to me, when He took mc out of the prison and brought 
YOll (all here) oul of the Bedouin life, aner SIW;/(I11 had sown 
enmity between me and my brothers. Certai nly, my Lord is 
the Most Courteous and Kind unto whom He Wi lls. Truly, He, 
On ly lie is the All -Knowing. the Most Wise. My Lord! You 
have indeed bcstowed on me of the sovereignty, and taught me 
the interpretation of dreams; The (only) Creator of thc heavens 
and the Earth ! You arc my lVali (Protector, l-Iclpcr, Supportcr, 
Guardian, etc.) in this world and in the I rereaficr; cause me 10 

die as a Muslim (the one submilling to Your Wi ll), and join me 
with the righteous." ) (500roll Yoos /if 12 : 99~ I 01) 

The People of the Scripture cla im that Yoosu f~ was absent 
fro lll hi s fa ther for forty years; but the course of events related 
in the story is a fairl y re liable guide to the length o f his absence, 
because the woman att cmpted to seduce him whcn he was a 
young boy of seventeen, accord ing to what has been related by 
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a numbcr of reporters, but he refused. Then he was in pri son for 
a few years (seven, accordi ng to ' Ik rimah and others). Then he 
was re leased and thc seven yea rs of abundance occurred , then, 
when the people were suffering from the effccts of the drought 
in the second year of the seven years, his bro thers came, 
seeki ng food supp lies in thc first yea r. Then in thc second ycar, 
they brought his brother, Binyamecn wilh them. In the third 
yea r, he revea led himself to them and ordered them to bring all 
of their fami lies with them and all o f thcm came. ( Thcn, when 
they en tered unto Yoosur. he betook his parents to himself ) . 
That is, he met with them alone, withou t his bro thers ( "and 
sa id, " Enter Egypt, if Allah wills, in security." ) It was said 
tha t this means that he to ld them to enter and then he betook 
thcm to himsclf. This was described as weak by Ibn Jarccr 
At-Tabari; bu t he is excused ( for that). It was also said that 
he met them and be took thcm to himself in a tent (outside the 
city) and that when they approached the gate o f Egypt, he said 
( " Enter Egypt , if Allah wi lls, in securi ty." ) Th is was sa id by 
As-Suddi . But if we sa id that the matter does not requi re this 
(explanation) and it is implicit in the word ( "Entcr. .. " ) that 
means rcside in Egypt ("if Allah wi ll s, in security." ) (SoO/·all 
YOOS II/ 12:99) - it would be correct and also more appropriate. 

Allah, Most High, says, ( and they fell down before him 
in prostration ) . That is, his parents and his cleven brothers 
prostrated before him, in order to venerate and honor him 
and this was legislated for them (by Allah) and it continued 
to be acted upon in all of the Divine Legislations until it was 
made un lawful in the Revela tion given to Muhammad. ( And 
he said, "0, my father! This is the interpret<l tion of my dream 
aforcti me!") That is, this is the in terpretation of the dream that 
I re lated to you, in which eleven planets and the sun and 11100n, 
which prostrated before me when I saw them; and you told me 
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to keep it sccret and you promised me tha t which you promised 
l11e at that time. ( "My Lord has made it come true! I-I e was 
indeed good 10 me, when l ie took me uut of the prison," ) That 
is, alier the a ffli ction and hardship, I-Ie hus made me a governor 
and a person whose words are heeded and implemented in the 
lands of Egypt, wherever I wish ( "and brought YO ll (a ll here) 
a lit o f the Bedouin life." ) That is, from the desert , for they lived 
in the region o f the Arabs, in the I<mds of A/-Klia/eel. ( "After 
S/lOirllll had sown enmity between me and my brothers." ) 
This refe rs to the envy and malice wh ich Satan inspi red in their 
hearts, which caused them to do what they did to Yoosuf~, 

which we have a lrcndy descri bed. Then he said, ( "Certainly, 
my Lord is the Most Courteolls and Ki nd unto whom l ie 
wills." ) That is, when A llah Wills something, I-Ie prepares the 
causes that will bring it abou t and makes them casy in ways 
of which the slaves are unaware. Indeed. He ordai ns them and 
faci litates them, as a Kindness from Him, by His Supreme 
Omnipotence. ( "Truly. lIe, Only lie is the All-Knowing" ). 
That is, He possesses (complete and perfec t) Knowledge of all 
amlirs. ( "The Most Wi se." ) . That is, regarding His creation, 
His Legislation and His Di vine Predestination. 

Then, when Yoosuf 'f:,:B saw that his b lessing was complete 
and all of his family had been ga thered, he realized th is 
(earthly) abode wi ll not remai n and tha t everything in it and on 
it is transitory. He saw thaI there is no thing after completeness 
except defic iency. As he realized a ll Ih is, he praised his Lord 
in OJ manner Ihat bcfitt cd Hi m and he acknowledged His G reat 
Kindness and Grace and asked Him - and He is the Best of 
those who are asked - to grant that when death came to him, 
he might die as a Muslim and be joined with His righteous 
slaves. Thus it is said in the words of the supplication: "0, 
Allah! Calise liS to live as Muslims and to die as Muslims." 



381 Melllioll oflhe l'mgeflY olJhraheelll 
.~----~----~~~--------------~~~~~----~, 

Thil t is, when You bring death to us. It is poss ib le that he asked 

th is whe n dea th a pproached hi m, as the Prophe t 3'i: asked, when 
death approached hi m , that Allah ra ise h is soul to the heavenl y 
host and the ri ghteous companions from among the Prophets 

and the Messe nge rs; he sa id three times, "0, A llah! Let me be 
with the h ighest compan ions," and then he d ied. (1) 

As fo r our Islamic Law, it prohibits us fro m suppli cati ng 
for dea th , except where we fea r jill/ali, 1m as in the /wdeelh 
o f Mu'az ~. describing the sup plicat ion of dea th , which 

was narrated by Ahmad, " I I' You are go ing 10 send Jill/ah to a 
peop le, then cause us to di e and come to Yo u without be ing put 
to tri al. '· (H) In anothe r hadeelli. it is sa id : "Son of Adam! Death 
is bell cr fo r you than Jil/wh." (l~) 

Mary:uTI (peace be upon her) sa id , ( ';Would tha t I had d ied 

before th is. and had been forgo tt en and oul of s ight !" ) (5001'0h 
M W}'C11Il 19:23). 'A li Ibn Abi Talib ~ wished for death when 

the s ituation became g rave, the di scords and tr ia ls becamc 

oppressive, thc fighting increased in inte nsity and ru mor, 
goss ip and hea rsay became widespread. Abu ' Abdullah A I

Buk hari , the compiler of the famous 5alleeh wished for it when 

c ircums ta nces became diffic ult f'or him and he cncoun!c red 
those who opposed him. 

However, in circlllllstances of comfort and case, it was namlled 
by AI-Bukhari and Muslim in their authentic compilations. on 
the authority o r Anas Ibn Ma li k ~ that he said: ''The Messenger 

(3 1) Narrated by AI· l3ukhari (H 37). h luslim (2444). At·Tirmidhi (3496). 
Imam Ahmad (24253) and tmam Malik (562). 

(32) Fillmh: Temptation. tria t. discord. s trife ete. 

(3 3) This is an lmlhcntie Im(/n'fh narral.;d by [ma1l1 t\lunad ( 15066); sce the 
COl1l1l1cll!:lry of A I·A lbani on A I·/l r/ab AI·J\fIlJrad (699). 

(34) Th is is an authentic imdecfh narrated by Imam Ahmad (2311 3). 
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of Allah :J:S said, "None of you shou ld wish for death due to some 
hann that has bef:1 l1en him, but if he has to wish ror death, he 
should say, '0, Allah! Keep me ali ve as long as li re is beUer ror 
me, and let me die if death is better for me. '"~ t35) What is intended 
by the word harm (dIllT) here is illness and the li ke, not hal111 in 
his religious affairs. 

(35) Narrated by AI· Bukhari (5671) and r.,'luslim (2680). 



Ibn Ishaq said, " He was a man rrom Rome and his name was 
Ayyoob, SOil of Moos, son of Razaah, son of AI-'Ees, son of 
Ishaq. son of Ibraheem, A/-Klla/eel." Others said Ihal he was 
Ayyoob (Job), son of Moos, son of Raghweel, son of AI- ' Ees, 
SOil of Ishaq , son ofYa 'qoob, And other genealogies have been 
given for him, 

Allah, Most High, says, ( And (remember) Ayyoob (Job), 
when he cri cd 10 his Lord, "Verily, distress has se ized me, and 
You are the Most Merciful of all those who show mercy." So 
We answered his ca li , and We removed the dislress Ihal was on 
him, and We reslOred his fa mily 10 hi m (that he had lost), and 
the like Ihereof along wilh them, as a mercy from Ourselves 
and a Rcminder fo r all who worshi p Us.) (SoOl'all A /-AlIhiya' 
21:83,84) 

In Soorall Sad, !-I e, Mos t High, says, ( And rCITI!'llbcr Our 
slave Ayyoob, when he invoked his Lord (saying) , "Vcrily! 
SImi/Gil has touched mc with d islress (by losing my health) and 
torment (by losing my wealth)!" (Allah sa id to him). "Strike the 
ground with your foor: This is a spring of wate r 10 wash, cool 
and a (refreshi ng) drink," And We gave him (back) his fam ily, 



and along with them the like Ihereo f~ as a Mercy from Us, and a 
Reminder for those who understand. "A nd take in your hand a 
bundle o f thin grass and strike therewith (your wi Fe) , and break 
110 1 you r oa th.'" Truly! We found him pa lienl. How excellent (a) 
slave! Veri ly, he was ever oil-returning in repentance (to Us)! 
) (SoO/·"iI Sad 38:41-44) 

Scholars of ta/seer and history, and others have sa id that 
Ayyoob ~ (Job) was a man o f great wea lth, consis ting of 
grazing stock, slaves, ca tt le and vast lands in Batheniyyah, 
which is located in I-Iooran. 

Ibn 'Asakir re lated that Ayyoob ~ had all of th is and he 
al so had many children and a large family, but a ll o f this was 
taken from him and he was affi icted in his body by a variety 
of ill nesses; and it has been authentica lly reported that the 
Messenger of Allah :ti: said, "The people who are tested the 
most severely are the Prophets, then the righteous, then the 
next best and the nex t bes t. A man is tried in accordance wi th 
his fai th ; ifhi s faith is finn , then his affl ict ion is hard and if his 
fa ith is weak, then his affii ction is light." (36) But all of thi s only 
increased Ayyoob ~ in patience, hope of Allah's Reward and 
praise and thanks for Him - to sllch an ex ten t that his namc 
has become a byword for pati ence; and it has a lso become a 
byword fo r tribu lat ion, due 10 thc many tria ls that he endured. 

Ibn Abi Hal im and Ibn Jareer narrated on the authority of 
Anas Ibn Malik .. ~ ' hal the Prophel :IS said, "Allah's Prophet, 
Ayyoob, suffered lor eighteen years from his affl iction and 
was shunned by re latives and strangers a like, besides two men 
who were the closest of his brothers to him. They used to visi t 

(36) The mcaning of this can be found in the Sallee/will and it was narrated 
with an authcntic chain ofnarmtors by Imam Ahmad, on the authority of 
Sa' d Ibn Abi Waqqas .:;;. (1484). 



him every morning and every eveni ng. One o f them said to 
hi s companion, 'You know, by Allah, that Ayyoob committed 
a great sin which nobody in the world ever committed. ' His 
companion said , ' Why are you saying that?' I-I e sa id, 'For 
e ighteen years he has been suffering and A llah has not had 
Mercy on him and re lieve hi s suffering.' When he went to him 
the nex t morn ing, the (second) man could no t wait to te ll this 
to Ayyoob. Ayyoob sa id , ' I do not know what you are ta lking 
about , but A llah knows that if I passed by two men who were 
arguing and they mentioncd the Namc of Allah, I would go 
back home and offer cxp iation lest they had mentioned the 
Name of A llah in an improper manner.' Whenever he went out 
to answer the ca ll of naturc, w hen he fin ished, hi s wife would 
take hi s hand unt il he came back homc. One day he took a long 
time, and Allah had revea led to Ayyoob, ( Strike with your 
foot. This is (a spring of) wa ter to wash, cool and a (re freshing) 
drink ) (SoO/"oil Sad 38:42) She thought that he had taken too 
long, so she turned to look at him, and saw that A llah had taken 
away the afflictions he had been suffering, and he looked better 
than he had ever looked. When she saw him, she sa id , " May 
A llah bless you! Have you seen Allah 's Prophet, the one who 
is sore ly tested By Allah? I have ncver seen a man who looks 
more likc him than you, if he were healthy." I-I e said, " I am 
he." He had two threshing floors, one for wheat and one fo r 
barley. Allah sent two c louds, and when one of them reached 
the threshing floor of the whea t, it rained gold until it was fu ll. 
The other rained gold onlhc th reshing fl oor ofthc barley until 
it was full. " 437) 

Ibn Abi Hatim narra ted on the authority of Abu Hura irah 
.t;e, from the Prophet 3i$ that he said , " Whcn Allah restored to 
hea lth , Ayyoob ~ He rained golden locusts down on him and 

(37) Narrated by Ibn Jnrccr in his Ta/seer (23 /167). 
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he began to gather them up wi th his hands and place them in 
his ga rment. It was sa id to him, ' 0 , Ayyoob! Do you not have 
sufficient? ' He sa id, ' 0 , my Lord! Who can ever have sufficient 
o f Your Mercy?' (3S) It was also narrated by Ibn Hibban in his 
Sahee" , 09) but none of the compilers o f the (six authentic) 
books narrated it, though it conforms to the criteria rcquircd for 
a hadeefh to be accepted as authentic. And Allah knows bcltcr. 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authori ty o f Abu I-Iu rai rah ..#f, 

that he said : The Messenger of Allah ;l'; said, " While Ayyoob 
~ was bathing naked, locusts of gold fe ll upon him. Ayyoob, 
peace bc upon him, began ga theri ng them in his gannenl. Then 
his Lord called to him, '0 , Ayyoob, have I not made you so 
ri ch that you have no necd of what you sec?' I-I e said, ' Yes, 
Lord ! But I cannot do without Your Blessing' !" This was also 
na rrated by AI-Bukhari,on Ihe au thorityof ' Abdur-Razzaq ...;e. (40) 

Allah's Saying: ( Stri ke wi th your foot ) means: strike the 
ground with your foot; and he did as he was commanded to 
do, upon which, Allah caused a spring, whose water was cold, 
to gush fo rth for him . Then Allah commanded him to wash in 
it and to drink from it; he did so, and Allah removed thereby 
all of the pain, di sfi guremcnt and illness that had affi icted his 
body, both outside and inside. I-Ie replaced his former ill-health 
with good health , bestowing on him perfect beauty and great 
wea lth, to such an extcnt that I-I e rained down a shower of 
golden loc llsts upon hi m and He returned his famil y to him, as 
He, Most High, says, ( and We restored his I~uni ly to him (that 
he had lost), and the like thereof along with them. ) (Soorah 

(38) Narrntcd by Imam Ahmad (10260). 

(39) This is an authentic /wdeellt narr.ltcd by Ibn Hibban in his Saltcelt ( 141122, 
No. 6230). 

(40) Narr.ltcd by im;llll Ahm;ld (27376). 



AI-Anbiya' 21 :84) It was sa id that He resto red the selfsame 
fam ily to li fe. It was also said that He rewarded him for those 
he had losl and recompensed him in the li fe o f this world with 
othe rs, and that He reunited him with all of them in the life o f 
the Hereafter. 

He, Most High, says, ( as a Mercy from Ourselves. ) (Soorah 
AI-Anbiya' 2 1 :84) That is, We relieved him of his hardship. ( 
and We removed the distress that was on him. ) (Soorah AI
Allbiya ' 2 1 :84) - as a Mercy from Us 10 him and a Kindness and 
Benefi cence ( and il reminder for the worshippers. ) (Soorah 
AI-Anbiya ' 2 1 :84) Tha t is, a remi nder for those who are tested 
in their bodies, their wealth or their children, for they have an 
example in the Prophet o f Allah, Ayyoob e , who was tested 
by Allah with a test greater than that and he bore it pat iently, 
hoping for Allah's Reward , unt il He relieved him of it. 

He, Most High, says , ( And take in your hand a bund le of thi n 
grass and strike therewith (your wife) , and break not your oath. 
Truly! We found him pati ent. I-low excellent (a) slave! Veri ly, 
he was ever o ft -retuming in repentance (to Us)! ) (Soorah Sad 
38:44) This is a license from Allah, Most High, to His slave 
and I-li s Messenger, Ayyoob ~. because of the oath he had 
made to beat his wife with a hundred slripes. II was said Ihal 
he made an oath to do this because she had sold her braids. 
It was also said that Satan appeared to her in a pleasan t form 
and he described to her how to prepare a cure for Ayyoob .~ 

and so she prepared it and informed Ayyoob ~ of what had 
happened. He reali zed immediately that it was Satan and he 
swore an oath that he would beat her with a hundred stripes. 
When Allah, the Almighty, the All-Powerful cured him, He 
commanded him to take a hundred stems of thin grass and 
strike her with them once; and thi s wo uld be equi va lent to a 
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hundred stripes. Thus he had fulfilled hi s oath and not broken 
it. This is a release and a way out for the one who fears Allah 
and obeys Him, especially with regard to the right of a pati ent 
wife, who hopes for Allah 's Reward, who is long-suffering. 
honest, duti ful and rightl y guided - may Allah be pleased with 
her. This is why Allah gra nted this license and explained it in 
His Words: ( Truly! We found hi m pmiell t. Ilow excellent (a) 
s lave ! Verily. he was ever ofl -returni ng in repentance (to Us)! 
) (SoO/"ail Sad 38:44) 



Who, According to SOllie People, Was the Son 0/ 
Ayvoob ~\ 

A llah , Most High, says, after re lating the SIOI)' of Ayyoob 
~ in SoO/'ali AI-Anhiya', ( And (remember) Isma'eel. and 

Idri s (Enoch) and Dhlll-Kffl ( Isaiah), all we re li'om among ...1 .... -

Sahircell (the patient Diles, cIC.). And We admitted them to QUI' 

Mercy. Veril y, they were orlhe righteous. ) (Soorah AI-Allbiya ' 
21 :85,86) 

Also afte r relat ing the story of Ayyoob :i!::9 in 500mh Sad, He, 
Most High, says, ( And remember Our slaves. [bra hccm, Ishaq . 
and Ya 'qoob. (all) oWllers of strength (in worshipping Us) and 
(a lso) ofrcl igious understanding. Ver il y, We did choose them by 
granting [helll (a good thi ng, i.c.) the remembrance of the home 
( in the Hereafter and Ihey used to make the people remember 
it, and a lso they used to invite the people 10 obey Allah and 10 
do good deeds for the Ile rcaficr) . A nd Ihcy arc wi th Us , verily, 
o rlhe chosen and the bes t! And rcmember Isma 'eel (l sma 'cc!) . 
AI-Vasa"a (Eli sha ), and DII/{I-K[fl (I sa iah) , all arc alllong the 
best ) (SoO/·ali Sad 38 :45-48). 
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Ibn Jareer and Ibn Abi Najeeh narrated on the aUl hority of 
Mujahid that he was not a Prophet, but that he was a righteous 
man, who was appointed to act on behalf o f the Prophet sent 
to his people and to carry out his responsibilities towards them 
and to judge betwcen them with fairness; as a result, he was 
known as Dhul-Kift. ( J [) 

And Ibn Abi Hatim said: It is reported on the au thori ty of 
Kinanah Ibn AI-Akhnas that hc said: I heard Al-Ash'ari (Lc. 
Abu Moosa) when he was at the pulpit, saying, "Dhul-Kin 
was not a Prophet; but thcre was a righteous man alllong the 
Children of Isra ' ce l, who used to ofTer a hundred prayers evel) ' 
day. He died and DIIIII-Kif/ took his place, o fTering a hundred 
praye rs every day. For this reason, he was called Dhul-Kifl ." (J2) 

Mention of Communities That Were Completely 
Eradicated 

This was before the revelation of the Torah , based on the 
evidence in the Words o f Allah, Most High: ( And indeed We 
gave Moosa (Moses), afie r We had destroyed thc gencrations 
of old, the Scripture (the rtlll'rlIII [Torah]) ) (SoO/·all A I-Qastls 
28:43). Likewise, Ibn Jarecr At-Tabari, Ibn Abi Hatim and 
AI-Bazzar narrated on the au thorit y o f Abu Sa'eed AI-Khudri 
~ that he said, "A llah did not destroy any peoplc on the face 
o f the Earth with a pun ishment frolll the heaven or from the 
Ea rt h aficr the Tawrah had been revealed, cxccpt fo r Ihe village 

(4 1) Thi s is because the word kifl is derived rrom Ihe verb kaJala, meani ng to 
be responsible. 

(42) See Ad-DI/n· Al-Mallll/oor (5/664). AI-Hafiz Ibn Katheer said in his · Tal
.~l!er' (311 92), ·· It is IIII/m/tlli" (broken) between Q:lIl1dah and Abu Moosa .... 
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whose people were transfonned into apes. Do you not see tha t 
Allah, Most High, says, ( And indeed We gavc Moosa, 'I fler 
We had destroyed the generations o f old, the Scripture (the 
1'(111'1"011» (Sooralt AI-Qasas 28:43) (4J) In one vers ion narra ted 
by AI-Bazza r, he described it as 1/101/00 '. BUI it appears most 
like ly that il is IIUlII'qoof(i.e. that it may be atlribUled to Abu 
Sa'eed Al- Khudri , and not to the Messenger of Allah ~). In any 
case, it proves that every nation Iha t was complctely destroyed 
was before Moosa ~\. Among them were Ihe dwellers o f Ar
Rass, of whom Allah, Most High, says, ( And (a lso) • Ad and 
Thulllood, and the dwellers of Ar-Rass, and many generations 
in between. And for each of them We put fo rward examples 
(as proof') and lessons, etc.), and each (of thcm) We brought to 
uller ruin (because of thei r disbelief alld ev il deeds» (Soorab 
AI·FlIrqaI1 25:38,39) 

He, Most HiGh, says in Sooralt Qaf, ( Dcnied be fore them 
(Le. these pagans of Makkah who de nied YOll, 0, Muhammad) 
the people of Nooh. fi nd the dwe llers o f Ar-Rass, and Thamood. 
And ·Ad, and Fir 'awn (Pharaoh), and the brethren of Loot. And 
the dwe llers o rthat wood. and the people o fTubba' Everyone 
of them den ied (thei r) Messengers. so My Threat took effec t. 
) (SoO/'ail QaJ50: 12.14), The context of these Soorails proves 
that they were destroyed, eradicated and ann ih ilated. And this 
refutes the preferred opinion oflbn Jarcer At-Tabari, which was 
that they were the People of the Ditch, who were mentioned in 
SOOl·ah AI-Burooj, because these people came after the Masech 
~, according to Ibn Ishaq and a number of others. And this 

(43) Narr:ltcd by Ibn Jarccr At-Tabari in his Tafteer (20/80). In AI- J\lajlllll'. AI
J-Iai lhami amihUled it to AI- Bazzar in both 1//{/\l"(lo<ifand II/ar/oo' forms. 
while in At/·/JII"" i11-MUll/hoor (5/ 129). As·Suyooti ascribed it to Ibn Abi 
lI alitn. And Al-Haitharni said. ·· ... :lnd it s rijal (men) arc all narrators of 
authentic (llllIdeelh." 



392 The SIOfJ' oj DIIIII-Kifl ~ 
.r--~Y'~~~~------------------~~----~~. 

claim also requires careful investiga tion. 

Ibn Jareer At-Tabari narrated on the authori ty of 'Abdullah 
Ibn ' Abbas 4:0 that he said: "The dwellers of Ar-Rass were the 
inhabitants of one of the villages ofThamood." And at the start 
of his Tareekh, when describing the buildi ng of Damascus, 
AI-Hafiz Abul-Qasim Ibn 'Asakir related from the 7llreekh of 
Abul-Qasim ' Ubaidullah Ibn ' Abdullah Ibn Khurdazbah and 
from other sources that the dwellers of Ar-Rass were in !-Iadoor 
(44) and A Ilah sent a Prophet to Ihem whose name was l-Ianzalah 
Ibn Safwan, but they rejected him and killed him . So ' Ad, son 
of' Aws, son of Iram, son of Sam, son of Nooh ~ led his 
children from Ar-Rass and sett led in AI-Ahqaf and thcy spread 
out through the land of Ycmen and throughout all the lands, 
until Jairoon, son ofSa 'd, son of ' Ad, son of ' Aws, son of Iral11, 
son of Sam, son of Noah settled in Damasl.:us and built the city, 
ca ll ing it Jairoon and that is Iram of the Pillars. (4~) And there 
is no place with marc stonc pillars than Damascus. Allah sent 
Hood, son of 'Abdullah Ibn Rabah, son of Khal id, son of AI
Khulood, son of 'Ad to the descendants of ' Ad at AI-Ahqaf, but 
they rejected him and so A \lah, the Almighty, the All -Powerful 
destroyed them. This means that the dwellers of Ar-Rass lived 
a vcl)' long time before 'Ad. And Allah knows better. 

Ibn Abi Hatim narrated on the authority of 'Abdullah Ibn 
' Abbas ~ tha t he said, UAr-Rass is a well in Azerbaijan." Ath
Thawri narra ted 0 11 the authority of Abu Buka ir, who reported 
on the authority of ' Ikrimah that hc said, "Ar-Rass is a we ll in 
wh ich they buried their PropheL" (46) Ibn Juraij said, " Ikrimah 

(44) Iladoor: A town in Yemen. 

(45) See: Soorllit AI-Fajr 89:7. 

(46) This is said to be deri ved from the Arabie verb rassa, which mcans to 
bury. 



said that the dwelle rs of Ar-Rass were the dwellers of the town 
mentioned in Soomh }il Seen, according to what ' Ikrimah has 
claimed, who were completely annihilated. Allah, Most high, 
says regarding them, ( It was but one Sailwll (shout, etc.) and 
lo! They (all ) were silent (dead - des troyed). ) (Soorah Ya Seen 
36:29) And we shall relate their story after these people's story, 
though it would appear that they were another people (i.e. not 
the people referred to in Sool'all Ya Seen); and they were also 
destroyed and eradicated. At all events, it contradicts what Ibn 
Jarcer said. 



Who Were the Dwellers a/the Town 

Allah, Most High, says, ( And put forward to them a similitude; 
the (Slory of the) dwe llers of the town, when there came 
Messengers 10 them. When We sent to them two Messengers. 
they belied them both, so We reinforced them with a third . and 
Jhcy sa id, " Verily! We have been sent 10 you as Messengers." 
They (people o f the town) sa id , "YOLI arc only human beings 
like ourselves, and the Most Beneficent (Allah) has revealed 
nothing, YO LI arc only telling lies." They sa id, "Our Lord knows 
that we have been sent as Messengers 10 yo u. And our dUly is 
only to convey plainly." They (the people) said , " For liS, we sec 
an evi l omen from you, if YOli cease not , we wi ll su rely stone 
you, ,mel a painfultonllcnt will touch yo u from us:' They (the 
Messcngers) sa id, "Your cvi l omens be with you! (Do you ca ll 
it an evil omen) because you are admonished? Nay, btu YO ll arc 
a people IIIl1srifoOI1 (transgress ing a ll bounds by cOll1mitting 
a ll kinds of great sins, and by disobeying Allah). And therc 
came running from the fanhcst pan of the town. a man, saying. 
"0, my peoplc! Obey the Messcngers: obey those w ho ask no 
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wages of you (fo r themselves), and who are rightly guided. And 
why should I not worship Him (Allah, Alone) Who has created 
me and to Whom YOll shall be returned. Shall I take besides 
Him a/ilia" (gods) , (when) if the Most Beneficent (Allah) 
intends me any hann, the ir intercess ion will be of no use for me 
whatsoever ~ and nor can they save mc? Then verily, I should 
be in plain error. Ve rily! I have bel ieved in your Lord, so li sten 
to me!" It was said (to him when lhe disbe lievers killcd him), 
"Enter Parad ise." He said, "Would that my people knew! That 
my Lord (Allah) has forgiven me, and made me of the honored 
ones!" And We sent not aga inst his people after him a host from 
heaven, nor do We send (such a thing). It was but one Sailwh 
(shout, etc.) and lo! They (all) were si len t (dead - destroyed) . ) 
(Saarali Ya Seell 36: 13-29) 

It has been widely reported from many of the Salcif and the 
later scholars that th is town was Ant ioch (Antakiyah). This 
was narrated by Ibn Ishaq, who reported it on the authority 
of 'Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ~, Ka 'b AI-Ahbar and Wahb Ibn 
Munabbih. It was likewise narrated on the authority ofBuraidah 
Ibn Al-Husaib, ' Ikrimah, Qatadah, Az-Zuhri and others. 

But this saying is very weak, because when the Maseeh ~ 
sent three of the Disciples 10 the people of Antioch (A ntakiyah). 
they were the fi rst c ity to believe in the Masceh ~\ at that time. 
For this reason, it was one or the four cities in which there 
were Chri stian Patriarchs; and they were An tioch, Jerusalem. 
Alexandria and Rome. Arter them, Constantinople became 
a Patriarchal cily, but none of them was destroyed, wh ile 
the inhabitants of this village mentioned in the Qur 'an wcre 
destroyed, as Allah says at the end of their stOlY, after they 
had killed the one who believed in the Messengers. ( And put 
forward to them a similitude; the (story of the) dwellers of the 
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10\\ Il . whell there camc Messcngcrs 10 Ihelll ) (SoOl'ol1 }'O Seen 
36: I 3) But if ( it was said that) the Ihree Messengers mentioned 
in the Qur'an were sent to the people or Antioch in the di stant 
past and they rejec ted thcm and Allah des troyed them. The c ity 
was then rebu ilt a ftcr that and thcn whcn it was thc limc of the 
Masech ~, Ihey believed in the messengers he sent to them, 
Ihis cannot be ruled out. And Allah knows better. 

He, Most High, says, And pUI forward to Ihem a simil itude. 
) That is for you r people, Muhammad . ( the (story o f the) 
dwe llers of the town ) , That is, the city, ( whell there camc 
Messengers to them. When We se lll 10 them lwO Messengers. 
they belied them both, so Wt.: reinforced Ihem with <l thi rd . 
) (SoO/·ail Yo Seell 36: 13,14) That is, We supported them by 
sending a third person to de li ver the Message. They sa id. 
"Our Lord knows that we have been sent as Messengers 10 

you .. · ) (SoO/·oil Yo Seell 36: 16). But they answered them by 
saying that they were only human beings, li ke them, as (all ) Ihe 
disbeliev ing nations said to the ir Messengers, deeming the idea 
Ihat Allah would send a human Messenger to be farfetched. The 
Messengers replied Ihat Allah knew that Ihey were Messcngers 
sent 10 them and that ir they were lying about Him, He would 
have punished them and exac ted condign Retr ibut ion on lhem. 

"And our duty is only to convey plainly." ) (SoOl'al1 }'c1 Seen 
36: 17) That is, the only ob ligation upon liS is to convcy 10 you 
Ihe Message with which Allah has sent us to you; it is Allah 
Who guides whom He wills and increases in misguidance 
whomsoever He will s, ( Thcy (Ihe people) said, "For us, wc 
sec an t.:v il olllcn rrom you ," ) That is, we see an evil omen in 
tha t which you have brought. ( .. .. . if you cease not, we will 
surdy stone you," ) . That is, we will rev ile you verba ll y. It was 
also sa id that it means we wi ll physica lly stone you, But the 
first explanation is supported by His Words: ( "and a painful 
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torment will touch you from LIS." ) _ So they threatened them 
wi th dea th and vc rba l abusc. ( They (the Messengers) said. 
"Your evil omens be wi th you~" ) That is, they arc th rown back 
upon YOll. ( "(Do you cu ll it .• an ev il olllen") because you are 
admonishcd?" ) That is, bccause of the guidance 10 which we 
have ca llcd you, would you thrcaten us wi th dea th and verba l 
abuse? ( "Nay_ but you arc a people mllsrijiJOJI (transgrcssing 
all bounds by committing all kinds of great s ins, and by 
disobeying Allah)," ) That is, you do not accept the tmth, 
no r do you desire it. And He, Most High, ( And therc came 
runn ing from the fa rthest part of the town, a man . ) Thm is, 10 
support the two Messengers and to open ly declare his bclief 
in them ( saying, "0, my people! Obey the Messcngers; those 
who ask no wages of you (for themselves), and who are rightly 
guided." ) (Soorall Ya Seell 36:20,2 1). That is, they ca ll you to 
Ihe pure truth, without reeciving or expecting any payment or 
.my recompense, Then he ca lled upon them 10 wJrship Allah, 
Alone, withou t ascrib ing partners to him and he forbade them 
to worship any other de ity besides I-li m, which can offer them 
no benefit in this world or in the Hereafter. ( "Then vcrily, I 
should be in plain error." ) (SOOl'OIr Yo Seen 36:24). ThaI is, if I 
abandoned the worship of A Il ah and worshipped others besides 
Him. Then he sa id, address ing the Messengers, ( "Veril y! I 
have bel ieved in your Lord, so listen to me!" ) (Soorah )'t1 Seen 
36:25). It was said that it means: Listen ( 0 Illy words and bear 
witness fo r me to them before your Lord. It was also said tha t it 
means: Hear, 0, my people, my open testimony of belief in the 
Messengers of Allah. Upon hearing this, they killed him; it was 
said tha t they stoned him. It was also said that they tortured 
him to death. And it was also sa id that they leapt upon him 
as one man and ki lled him. Ibn Ishaq related from one of his 
companions, who reported on the authority of • Abdullah Ibn 
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Mas'ood ~ that he sa id, "They stamped on him un til they had 
spilled hi s entra il s." 

'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas ~ sa id, " I-I e advised his people while 
he li ved: ( "0 , my people! Obey the Messengers." ) (SoO/'oll 
Ya Seen 36:20) ~ and after hi s dea th: ( He sa id, "Would that 
my people knew ! That my Lord (A llah) has forg iven me, and 

made Ille of the honored ones!") (SoO/'oll Ya Seen 36:26,27) 
This was narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim. Qatadah said: "You will 
never find a be liever but he is sincere and is never insincere. 
When he saw with hi s own eyes how A llah had honored him. 
He said, ( ' Would that my people knew! T hat my Lord (Allah) 
has forgivc lll11c, and made I11C o rthe honored ones!' ) (Soomh 
Ya Seen 36:26,27). He wished tha t hi s peop le could know abo lit 
what he was seeing with his own eyes of the honor of Allah," 
Qatadah added, "And no, by A llah! Allah did not censure hi s 
people after they had kill ed him." ( It was but one Saihah and 
lo ! They (a ll) were si lent (dead - destroyed). ) (SoO/'o il Yo Seen 
36:29) 

And He, Most I-I igh, says, ( And We sent not aga inst his 
people afte r him a host from heaven, nor do We send (such a 
thing) . ) (Soorall Yo Seen 36:28) That is, We did not need to 
send down an army from the heaven in order to exact retribut ion 
upon them. Th is was the meaning narrated by Ibn Ishaq, who 
report ed on the authority or one o f his companions, who in 
tum reported on the authority of' Abdullah Ibn Mas'ood 4i>. 
Mujahid and Qatadah sa id, that His not sending upon them a 
host means: I-Ie did not send down to them another Message. 
But Ibn Jareer At-Tahari said, " But the first explanat ion is more 
appropriate. " 

I say that it is a lso stronger, which is why A llah says, ( nor 
do We send (such a thing). ) (SoOl-aII Ya Seell 36:28) That is, 
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We did not need to do this in order to exac t ret ribution, when 
they belied Qur Messengers and ki lled Qur /Va/i . ( It WllS but 
aile Sailwh and 10! They (all) were si lent (dead - destroyed). ) 
(SoOl·all )'Cl Seen 36:29) 

The scholars of ta!'ieer said that Allah sen t Jibracel ~ to 
them and he seized the posts of the gates 10 their city, then he 
unlcashed a single shout upon them ( and lo! They (a ll ) were 
silent (dead - destroyed) ) (SoO/'oil Yo See" 36:29). That is, their 
voices were silenced and their movemcnts were stilled , so that 
not even an eye movement remained among them. All of this 
proves that this village was not Antakiyak (Antioch) , because 
these people were destroyed because of their rejec tion of the 
Messengers whom Al lah sent 10 them, while the inhabitants of 
Ant ioch bel ieved and obeyed the messengers of the Maseeh 
~~ from among the disc iples whom he sent to them. For this 
reason it was said that Antioch was the first c ity 10 believe in 
the Masech ~. 



A llah , Most High, says in SOOl"all YOOI1I1S , ( Was there any 

town (community) thai believed (after see ing the punishment) , 
and it s fa ith (at that moment) saved it ( from the pun ishment)? 
(The answer is none,) - except the people of Yo onus (Jonah); 
when they be lievcd, We rcmoved from them the torment or 
disgrace in the life of the (present ) world , and permitted them 
to enjoy for a wh ile . ) (Saarall Yaol/lls 10:98) 

He, Most High, says in 500/'011 AI-IInhiya', ( And (remember) 
DlulI1-Noon (Jonah) . when he went ofT ill ange r, and imag ined 
that We shall not punish him (i.e. the ca lamities which had 
befa ll en him) ! But he cried through the darkness (say ing). 
"La iloIlO ilia lima (none has the right to be worshipped but 
YOli [0, Allah]), Glorified (and Exalted) are YO li (above all 
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that [evil] they associa te wi th You). Tmly, I have been of the 
wrong-doers .. · So We answered his ca li , and delivercd him 
fro m the distress. And thus We do deliver the Believers (who 
be lieve in the Oneness of Allah , abs ta in from evil <.lnd work 
righteousness) . ) (Saara" 1I1-lIlIb;yo' 2 1 :87,88) 

He, Most High, says in SoO/·all As-SaJJal, ( And, ve ril y, 
YOOIlUS was one of the Messengers. When he ran 10 the laden 
ship, He (agreed to) cast lots, and he was among the losers. 
Then a (big) fi sh swallowed him and he had done an act worthy 
ofblalllc. Had he no t been of them who glorify Allah, he would 
have indced remained insidc its (the fish) belly till the Day of 
Resurrec tion. But We cast him forth on the naked shore while 
he was sick. And We caused a plant of gourd to grow ovcr him. 
And We se lll hill1lO a hundred thousand (people) o r even more. 
And they believed; so We gave them enjoyment for a while. ) 

(Saara" As-SajJor 37: 139-148) 

He, Most High, says in SoO/·all Noon (i.e . SoO/·oll AI-Qafolll), 
( So wa it with patience for the Decision of your Lord, and be 
not like the Companion of the Fish, when he cried out (to Us) 
wh ile he was in deep sorrow. (Sec the Qur ' an, Verse 21 :87). 
Il ad not a Grace from his Lord reached him, he would indeed 
have been (left in the stomach of the fish, but We forgave 
him) , so he was cast oITon the naked shore, while he was to be 
blamed. But his Lord chose him and made him of the righteoll s. 
) (Soa,.a" AI-Qalalll 68:48-50) 

The scholars of la/seer said that Allah sent YOOIlUS ~ to 
the people of Neenawa, in the land of AI-Mawsil (Mosul); 
he ca lled them to Allah , the Almighty, the A ll-PowerFul , but 
they rejected him and arrogantly persisted in their di sbelief 
and wi ll fu l rejec tion of lhe truth . When this sta te of affairs had 
gone on for a long time, he departed from them and threatened 
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them wi th the descent of Allah's Punishment upon them after 
th ree days. 

' Abdullah Ibn Mas'ood 4 , Mujahid. Sa'eed Ibn Jubai r, 
Qatadah and more than one of the earlier and the later 
generations said tha t when he departed from among them and 
they became convinced of the imminent descent of Allah's 
Punishment upon them, Allah cast repentance and remorse into 
their hearts and they felt a sense of regret for the way they had 
treated the ir Prophet. 

Th is is why Allah, Most High, says, ( Was there any town 
(community) that believed (afte r seeing the punishment), and 
its faith (at that moment) saved it (from the punishment)? 
) That is, was there any town in past times whose whole 
population be lieved? This (rhetorical question) ind icates that 
th is did not happen. Indeed, as Allah, Most High, says, ( And 
We did not send a wamer to a township, but those who were 
given the wo rldly wealth and luxuries among thcm said, "We 
believc not in the (Message) with which you have been sen\." 
) (SaO/"ail Saba" 34:34)" Then He, Most High, says, ( except 
the people of Yo onus; when they believed, We removed frol11 
them the torment of disgrace in the life o f the (p rescnt) world, 
and pcnnittcd them to enjoy for a while. ) (Soorah YOOI1US 

10:98) That is, a ll of them be lieved. Scholars of tafseer have 
disagreed as to whc ther or not their belief would benefilthem 
in the Afte rl ife and save them from the Punishment of the 
Hereafter, as it saved them fro m Punishment in the li fe of this 
world . The most apparent answer, according to the context , is 
yes. And A llah knows better. As He, Most High, says, ( when 
they believed. ) (Soorah }'OOI1I1S 10:98) And I-Ie, Mos t High, 
says, ( And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) or 
even more. And they bel icved; so We gave them enjoyment 
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ror a whi le. ) (SoO/'ail As-Sa/Jat 37: 147, 148) This enjoyment 
for a while docs not negate the possibility that there is another 
reward with it , that bei ng the lifting of the Punishment of the 
Hereafter. And Allah knows better. 

He, Most High, says, ( And \~nly, Voonus was one of the 
Messengers. When he mn to the Iilden ship, he (agreed to) cast 
lots, and he was among the losers. Then a (big) fi sh swallowed 
him as he had done an act worthy of blame. ) (5oorah As
Sa/Ja! 37: 139-1 41). That is to say, when he was the loser 
when they drew lots, he was cast overboard into the sea and 
Allah, the Almighty. the All-Powerful sent a grea t fi sh fro m 
the Medi terranean Sea and it devoured him ; Al lah, Most High, 
commanded it not to cat his fl esh or break his bones, because he 
was not food for it. So it took him and swam through all o f the 
seas. It was said that Ihis fi sh was swallowed by another, even 
larger fi sh. They sa id that when he had stayed for some lime in 
the fi sh belly, he thought that he had died; then he moved his 
limbs and saw that he was alive. He fell down in prostration 
before Allah in the belly of the fi sh, and he said, "0 , Lord! I 
have taken as a place of worship to You a place which no other 
person has reached." They differed as to how long he spellt in 
the belly of the fi sh. Some said th ree days; this was the view 
ofQatadah. Some said seven days; this was the view of la'far 
As-Sadiq, may Allah be pleased wi th him. Some said forty 
days; this was the view of Abu Malik. Mujahid said , narrating 
from Ash-Sha'bi, " It swallowed him in thc morning and cast 
him forth in thc evening." This is supported by thc pOClry of 
Umayyah Ibn Abi As-Salt 

And }{J II , by a Grace/rom YOtl , saved YOO lI llS. 

And lIe remained in the belly of the fish for a night. 

What is mcant is that when the fish began to swim with him 
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in the deep seas, and hurtl ed with him through the salty waves, 
he heard the sound o f the fi sh praising the Most Beneficent 
and he cven heard the praises of the pebbles for Ihe Splitter of 
secds and (fruit) stones (47) and the Lord of the seven heavens 
and the seven earlhs and all thaI li es be tween them and Ihat 
which is benea th the soil. O n hearing Ihcse praises, he began to 
beseech Allah, sil ently and in words, as Allah has infonncd LIS, 

the Owner o f Might and Majesty, Who knows the secrets and 
confi dential ta lks and Who a lleviates harm and affl ict ion, Who 
hears a ll vo ices, even though they may be weak. Who knows 
the unseen th ings, even though they may be minu te and Who 
answers the supplicat ions o rlhose who arc in great distress. as 
I-Ie says in His Book, which was revea led to His trustworthy 
Messenger - and He is the Mosl Trut hfu l of Speakers, the 
Lord o f the Worlds and the God of the Messengers - ( And 

(remember) DlulII-NoOI1 (Jonah) , when he went o ffi n anger, and 
imagined that We shall not pun ish him (i.e. the ca lamites which 
had befa llen him)! But he c ri ed through the darkness (saying), 
"La ilaha ilia Anta (none has the righl to be worshipped but 
You [0 , A llah]) , G lorified (and Exa lted) a rc YOll (above a ll 
that [evil] they associate with You). Truly, I have been of the 
wrong-doers." So We answered his ca ll , and deli ve red him 
from the distress. And thus We do de liver the believers (who 
bel ieve in the Oneness of Allah, absta in from evil and work 
righteousness). ) (Soorah A I~Allbi)'(t' 2 1 :87,88) 

As for His Saying: ( and (he) imag ined that We shall no t 
punish him (i .e. the ca lami tes which had be fa ll en hi m)! ) 
(Soorah A f~Allbiya' 2 1 :87), it means: We would not constrain 
him . It was a lso sa id that it means: We would not ordain for 
him ; and Ihis is linguisti ca ll y well-known, as the poet says (in 
'AI-Bahr A t~ Taweel), 

(<17) Sec Soorah AI-All '11111 6:95. 
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71u!re is 110 relllm jiw 111m lime 1I'IIi('II lias gO/Ie. 

/JIe.<;sed ore )011 - rlull whicll )'Uu ordain l\'ill he. 

Aml lhe II/alter i.'i all ill )'(JIIr I/auel,·. 

As for His Sayi ng: ( But he cried through the darkness ) 
(SoOl",,1I AI-AI/biy,, " 21 :87), ' Abdu llah Ibn Mas'ood ,.,g, 
• Abdullah Ibn • Abbas .,;;" ' Amr Ibn Maimoon, Sa 'eed Ibn 
Juba ir, Muhammad Ibn Ka 'b , AI-Hasan AI-Basri, Qatadah 
and Ad-Dahhak sa id that it means the darkness of the fish, 
the darkness of the sea and the darkness of the night. As for 
His saying: ( Ilad he no t been of those who g lorify Allah. He 
would have indeed rema incd inside it s bcIt y (the fi sh) til l the 
Day of RCSlIITCc<ioll ) (SoOl",,1I As-S"JJ,,' 37: 143, 144), it was 
sa id tha t it means: Were it not for the facl that he had praised 
Allah when he was in that si tuation, and spoken those words 
am nlling Allah 's sole right 10 be worshipped, glorifying Him, 
acknowledging Him with humi lity and repentance to Him and 
resort ing 10 Him (in his hour of need), he would have rcmained 
there until the establ ishmcnt of the Day of Resurrcc tion - and 
he wo uld have been sent fo rth from the be ll y orl hal fi sh. 

This is suppo rted by the na rration of Imam Ahmad and some 
of the compilers of the Swum, on the authority of ' Abdullah 
Ibn 'Abbas ~. who sa id: The Messenger o f Allah ~ said to 
me, "0, boy! I will teach YOll some words: Remember Allah 
and He will remember YO li . Remember Allah and you wi ll find 
I-l im before YOli . Remember Allah in ti mes of ease and He wi ll 
remember you in times of hardship." (~ 8) 

He, Most I-I igh, says, ( But We threw him ) (Soorah As-Set/fat 
37: 145). That is, We cast him forth ( on 01- '(lm' ) (Soorah 

(48) This is an authentic hadeelll naml1cd by Im.un Ahmlld (2800) and At
Tinllidhi (25 16). 



As-Saffat 37: 145). That is, in a deserted place, in which there 
are no trees; rather, it is ba re o r them. ( Wh ile he was sick ) 
(Soorafl1ls-SaJJaI 37: 145). That is, phys ica lly weak . 'Abdullah 
Ibn Mas'ood "*' said, " Like the body of a chicken without 
feathers on it." (~ 9) 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas '*', As-Suddi and Ibn 
Zaid said that hi s body was like the body of a chi ld when it is 
born, swollen and wi thout anything on it. ( And We caused a 
gourd plailt to grow over him ) (Soorah As-Saffat 37: 146). 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority of Sa 'd Ibn Abi 
Waqqas ~ that he sa id: I passed by ' Uthman Ibn 'A fTan ~ in the 
mosque and I greeted him with sa lutations of peace; he looked 
at me, but he did no t return my sa lutations of peace. So I went 
to 'Umar Ibn AI-Khattab ~ and sa id, "0 , Commander of the 
Fa ithful ! Has anything happened in Islam?" Twice I repeated 
thi s, but he replied, "No. Why do yo u ask?" I sa id, "Only 
because I passed by 'Uthman Ibn ' Arran a short whi le ago in 
the mosque and I greeted him with saluta tions of peace and 
he saw me clearl y. But he d id not answer my salutations." He 
said: So 'Umar ~ sen I ror 'Uthman ~ and said to him, " What 
prevented you from rep lying to your brother 's salutation?" He 
sa id , "1 did not (ignore his sa lutations)." Sa'd -*' sa id, " Yes 
(you did)." They cont inued to contradict each other until they 
bo th swore that they were te lling the truth. He said: Then 
'Uthman .:t:t> remembered and he said, " Yes (I remember now). 
I ask A llah's Forgiveness and I turn to Him in repentance. You 
passed by me a while ago and I was preoccupied with thoughts 
ofa ~aying which I heard from the Messenger of A llah jS which 
I never think of except that a ve il comes down over my eyes 
and my heart. " Sa 'd sa id: And I wi ll tell you what it was. The 
Messenger of Allah told us the fi rst part of the supp licat ion 

(49) Narrated by Ibn Abi Shaibah in AI-Mllsollluif (6/338, No. 31866) as part 
ofa lengthy narration. 
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Tlte S/()/)' of }bOIlIf.l" ( Jonah) ~ 407 
~--~------~----------w--~. 
then a Bedou in came and kep t him busy, then the Messenger of 
Allah 3i got up and I fo llowed him. When I fe lt worried that he 
would enter his hOllse, I stamped my fee t on the ground ancl the 
Messenger o f Allah ~ tu rned toward me and sa id , " Who is this. 
Abu Ishaq?" he sa id, " I rcplied, "(What is the mallcr) I said, 
yes,O Messenger of Allah. he said: "keep silent" "Nothing, by 
Allah, except that you told us the fi rst part of the supplication. 
then th is Bedouin camc and kept you busy." I-Ie said, " Yes, the 
supplica tion of DlulII-Nooll when he was in the be lly of the 
fi sh: ( "None has the right to be worshipped but You. Glorified 
be You! Tnily, I have been of the wrongdoers." ) (SoO/-ct/111/
Al1b~J""a ' 2 1 :87). No Muslim ever suppl icates to his Lord wilh 
these wOlds for anything, bu t Hc will answcr his praye r. (SO) 

(50) This is an authentic Iwc/eefll narrated b~ Imam A~mad (~~~5). At-Timl;
dh; (3505) and An-Nasa'; in 'AI-Kubra (61168, No. 104 w 
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Allah, Most High, says, ( And, verily, Yoonus was one of the 
Messengers ) (Soorah As-SafJot 37: 139). A\lah, Most High, 
ment ioned him as being among the Noble Prophets in Soorah 
An-Nisa' and Soorah A I-A nbiya ' - may the choicest prayers 
and blessings from Allah be upon them all. 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority of 'Abdullah ~ that 
he said: The Messenger of Allah ~ said, "No slave should say 
that I am better than Yoonus, son of Matta." (5 1) 

AI-Bukhari narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah ~ that 
he reported from the Prophel <!'l lhat he said, "No slave should 
say that I am better than Yoonus, son of Matta." (.S2) 

(5 1) Narralcd by Imam Ahmad (3695) and AI-Bukhari (4603). 

(52) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (34 16). 
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