Day of Resurrection: Allah Judges the Creation
Imam Ibn al-‘Uthaymin

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

The Eight Event

Allah Judges Creation

The Arabic word commonly used here, “ilas (muhasabah) or <l (hisab),
‘judging,” “reckoning,” or “taking to account” is when people will be called to
recollect, admit, and be judged on the Day of Resurrection for the actions they
did in this life.

As far religious evidence for this event, it is confirmed by the Qur'aan, the
Sunnah, the consensus of mainstream Muslims, and even suggested by one’s
intellect.

In the Qur'aan, Allah (&g'ds) says:
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Certainly, to us is their return, then certainly upon us is their reckoning.[Sdrah al-
Ghashiyah, 88:25-26]
And:
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Then as for he who is given his record in his right hand, he will be judged with an
easy reckoning. [Sdrah al-Inshiqaq, 84:7-8]

As for the Sunnah, numerous hadith have been authentically reported from the
prophet (& JAwaslss 4de ) that Allah will judge his creations. For example, the
prophet (alus 4le &) =) used to say in some of his prayers:

Oh Allah, call me to account with an easy reckoning.
Upon hearing this, ‘Aishah (Lo=s 1dds £c0) asked, “What is an easy reckoning?”
He answered:
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That he looks into his book but pardons him (or finds in his book that he has
been pardoned).[86]

As for the consensus among mainstream Muslims, the entire nation of believers
has always agreed that Allah will judge creation.

And as for the intellect, it is understood that Allah will judge us because we have
been made responsible for actions: obligated to do some, obligated to avoid
some, and obligated to hold certain beliefs. Intellect and wisdom dictates that
anyone made responsible for something will be held accountable for it and
judged for it.

There are, however, some people who will be exempt from being
judged; they will be allowed to enter Paradise without judgment or punishment.
This has been confirmed in “Sahth al-Bukhari” and “Sahth Muslim.” The prophet
(elu; ade Al ‘;m) sald
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| was shown the nations (of prophets) and | saw a prophet with an entire nation
with him, a prophet with only a single follower, a prophet with ten followers, a
prophet with five, and a prophet with none. | then saw a huge crowd and asked,
“Oh (Angel) Gabriel, is this my nation?” to which he replied, “No, but look to the
horizon.” | then looked and saw a huge nation (of followers). Gabriel said, “This is
your nation and in front of them are seventy thousand who will have no judgment
and no punishment.” | asked, “Why?” He answered, “They did not practice
cauterization, did not seek rugya (incantations, healings with Qur'aan recitations),
did not believe in good or bad omens, and they relied exclusively on their Lord.”
After hearing this, a companion named ‘Ukkashah Ibn Mihsan stood and said to
the prophet, “Pray to Allah to make me one of those.” So the prophet said:

Oh Allah, make him one of them.
Then another man stood and he too asked, “Pray to Allah to make me one of

them,” but the prophet (a5 4ie 4 1) replied:

‘Ukkashah beat you to it. [Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim]

There is even a narration recorded by Imam Ahmad (5/280, 281) in which these
seventy thousand will each have with them an additional seventy thousand, and
all of them (70,000 x 70,000) will enter Paradise without judgment or punishment.

The creations to be judged will also include the Jinn, the creatures created
by Allah that are unseen by mankind, because they too are held accountable for
their beliefs and actions. So like a human, a disbelieving Jinn will enter the fire:
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(Allah) will say, “Enter among nations which had passed on before you of Jinn
and mankind into the fire.” [Strah al-A’raf, 7:38]

...and a believing Jinn will enter Paradise according to the opinion of most
scholars, and this position is correct as indicated by the statement of Allah about
two particular gardens given to those who will enter paradise:
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In them are women limiting (their) glances, untouched before them by man or
Jinn. [Sdrah al-Rahman, 55:56]



Here is a question: Will animals be judged and held accountable?

The answer is as far as judging between them to establish justice and fairness
for what occurred between them, then yes, they will be judged because the
prophet (ol 4de 4l ) said:
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The rights of justice will be established among those who deserve them on the
Day of Resurrection so much so that a ram without horns will be given its rights
taken from it by a ram with horns. [Recorded by Muslim.]

But again, this is only for ensuring that complete fairness and justice is finally
established. As far as being judged for actions they were responsible for carrying
out, then no, animals will not be held accountable as they are not responsible for
such actions. They will have neither reward nor punishment.

A Believer's Judgment

Describing the manner in which Allah will judge a believer and take him to
account, Ibn ‘Umar (Lgc 4l a)) narrated that the prophet (aus e 4 i)
described the private counsel to be held between a true believer and his Lord:
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Allah will draw a believer close, placing him under his care and screening him.
Allah will say to him, “Do you remember this sin and that sin?” The person will
answer, “Yes, my Lord.” After he is made to confess all of his sins and he
sincerely believes he is ruined, Allah will say, “/ concealed them for you in life
and | forgive you for them today.” [Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim]

While speaking with his servant, Allah (s«=zlce s<glds) will screen him so that no
one will see or hear him during their private conversation. This is a way of Allah
(Jas =) favoring and showing kindness to a true believer in him. When people
make someone confess their crimes publicly in front of everyone, even if they
pardon the individual for them, there is still an aspect of scandal and humiliation
that remains. Yet if such proceedings were held privately, then this would be a
better way of concealing and protecting people from that.

A Disbeliever’'s Judgment
Describing a disbeliever's judgment, Ibn Taymiyyah, said:



"As for a disbeliever, they will not be judged in the same manner as someone
who has his good and bad deeds weighed. This is because those who disbelieve
in Allah have no good deeds at all. Still, their deeds will be counted and they will
be held responsible for them; they will be made to confess them and will be
humiliated."

The meaning of this has come in the same hadith of Ibn ‘Umar previously
mentioned in which the prophet spoke about how Allah will conceal a believer
and speak privately with him. The prophet (alus 4le 4 L) then said:
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But as for the disbelievers and hypocrites, they will be publicly called out in front

of all creation and it will be announced, “These are the ones who lied against

Allah.” [Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim]

Also in “Sahth Muslim,” Aba Hurayrah narrated that the messenger of Allah ( 1=
ol 5 4de ) said:
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Allah will meet with a servant, asking, “Oh so-and-so, did | not honor you, give
you authority, give you a spouse, give you control over horses and camels, and
made you a leader (or allowed you to live a comfortable life)?” The person will
reply, “You did.” Allah will ask him, “Did you think you would ever meet me?” and
he will answer, “No.” So Allah will say, “Then | will forget you as you forgot me.”
Then Allah will meet with a second person and ask, “Oh so-and-so, did | not
honor you, give you authority, give you a spouse, give you control over horses
and camels, and made you a leader (or allowed you to live a comfortable life)?”
The person will reply, “You did, my Lord.” Allah will ask him, “Did you think you



would ever meet me?” and he will answer, “No.” So Allah will say, “Then | will
forget you as you forgot me.”

Allah will then meet with a third person and will ask him similarly as he did with
the others, but this person will say, “My Lord, | believed in you, in your book, and
in your messengers. | prayed, fasted, and gave charity.” And he will continue
praising the good (he did) as much as he can. Allah will say, “(Stop) then. Now
we will bring forth our witness against you.” The person will think to himself about
who this witness could be to testify against him. His mouth will then be sealed
and his legs, his flesh and bones will be told, “Speak.” His legs, flesh, and bones
will then speak about what he did. That is the person who will have no excuse for
himself; that is the hypocrite, and that is the one with whom Allah is
angry. [Recorded by Muslim.]

On the Day of Judgment, the first people to be judged will be this nation, the
Muslims who followed Muhammad (a5 4 & 1), based on the prophet's
statement:

We are the last ones (in this life) but the first ones on the Day of Resurrection to
have their accounts settled before the rest of creation. [94]

Similarly, Ibn ‘Abbas (Lic 4 ) narrated that the prophet (aus 4ile 4l 1) said:
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We are the last religious nation (in this life) but the first to be judged. It will be
said, “Where is the illiterate nation and its prophet?” So we are the last ones yet
the first ones.[95]

The first thing for which a worshipper of Allah will be judged and called to account
regarding the rights of Allah will be his prayer based on the statement of the
prophet :(d Lo Ay ade)
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The first thing for which a worshipper will be judged on the Day of Resurrection
will be prayer. If it is sound, the rest of his deeds will be sound, but if it is bad, the
rest of his deeds will be bad. [96]

However, the first crimes to be judged regarding the rights of other people will be
those pertaining to bloodshed as he (als 4le &) Ja) said:
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The first thing to be settled between people on the Day of Resurrection will be
(crimes of) bloodshed.[97]

This is because prayer is the best bodily act of worship related to the rights of
Allah, and bloodshed is the greatest violation of communal rights related to
mankind.

Footnotes:

[86] Recorded by Ahmad (6/48) and lbn AbT ‘Asim in “Kitab al-Sunnah” (no. 885).
al-Albant said it is authentic in his checking of “Kitab al-Sunnah” (2/429).

[94] Recorded by al-BukharT and Muslim. In a similar hadith, also recorded by
them both, the prophet (a5 4de 41 12) said:
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We are the last ones but the first ones on the Day of Resurrection. They were
given the scripture before us and we were given it after them. So this is the day
they differed about, but Allah has guided us. So tomorrow is for the Jews, and
the day after is for the Christians.

[95] Recorded by Ibn Majah, Ahmad, and al-Bayhaqi. al-Albant said it is
authentic in “Sahih Sunan Ibn Majah” (no. 3463).

[96] Recorded by al-Tirmidht, al-Nasai, Ibn Majah, and al-Tabarani. The text is
from al-Tabarani and al-Albant said it is authentic in “Sahih al-Targhib wal-
Tarhib” (1/185).

[97] Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim
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