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Islamism was much more favourable

to the emancipation of slaves than was
Christianity--- as interpreted by the
bishops of the Visigothic dominion.
Speaking in God's name, Mohammed

had granted permission to slaves 10
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ransom themselves. The enfranchisement

of a slave was good work, and mary
sins could thereby be expiated. Slavery
among the Arabs was thereforeneither
harsh nor permanent. After some years
of servitude a slave was often declared
free, especially if he had embraced
Islamism @
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"While we are investigating their (i.e.

the Muslim) sacred ordinances and

meeting together to study the sects of

their Philosophers-- or rather

philobraggers—- not for the purpose of

refuting their errors, but for the
exquisite charm and for the eloquence

and beauty of their language--
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m r@il(&,yr)‘u: u”,cf
neglecting the reading of the
- Scriptures, we are but setting up an
idol the number of the beast. Where
now a days can we find any learned
layman who, absorbed in the study of
the Holy Scriptures, cares to look at
the works of any of the Latin Fathers?
Who is there with any zeal for the
writings of the Evangelists, or the
Prophets, or Apostles? Our Christian
young men, with their elegant airs and

fluent speech, are showy in their dress
and carriage, and are famed for the
learning of the gentiles; intoxicated
with Arab eloquence they greedily
handle, eagerly devour and zealously
discuss the books of the Chaldeans
(i.e. Muhammadans), and make them
known by praising them with every
flourish of rhetoric, knowing nothing of
the beauty of the Church's literature,
and looking down with contempt on the
streams of the Church that flow forth
from Paradise; alas! the Christians are
so ignorant of their own law, the Latins
pay so little attention to their own
language, that in the whole Christian
flock there is hardly one man in a
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O B e
thousand who can write a letter to
inquire after a friend's health
intelligibly, while you may find a
countless rabblte of all kinds of them
who can learnedly roll out the
grandiloguent periods of the Chaldean
tongue. They can even make poems,
every line ending with the same letter,
which display high flights of beauty and
maore skill in handling metre than the
gentiles themselves possess.'®
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Spain from the time of Abd al-Rahman
il reigned (300/912-350/861) until the
Almohads (after 535/1 140) had
distinctive character among medieval

Jewish communities. No other Jewish

community produced as many Jews

who achieved positions of states and

even power in the non-Jewish world;

and no other Jewish community

produced such an extensive literary

culture reflecting the deep impact of an

intellectual life shared with non Jews®
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Jewish intellectuals seeking a historical

precedent for a more tolerant attitude
towards Jews hitupon a time and place
that met this criterion medieval Muslim
Spain. There, they believed, Jews had
achieved a remarkable level of
toleration, political achievement and
cultural integration. @
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At the time of the Muhammadan

conquest the old Gothic virtues are

said by Christian historians to have

declined and given place to effeminacy

and corruption, so that the

Muhammadan rule appeared to them

to be a punishment sent from God on

those who had gone astray into the
paths of vice; but such a statement is
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too frequent a commonplace of the
ecclesiastical historian to be accepted
in the absence of contemporary
evidence.

But certainly as time went on, matters
do not seem to have mended
themselves: and when Christian
bishops took part in the revels of the
Muhammadan court, when episcopal
sees were put up to a auction and
persons suspected to be atheists
appointed as shepherds of the faithful,
and these in their turn bestowed the
office of the priesthood on low and
unworthy persons, we may well
suppose that it was not only in the
province of Elvira that Christians
turned from a religion, the corrupt lives
of whose ministers had brought it into
discredit, and sought a more congenial
atmosphere for the moral and spiritual
iife in the pale of Islam @ .
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"In the case of Sa'sa'a b Salam, it is
the Egyptian traditionist Ibn Yunus (d.
347/958) that names him as the first of
introduce hadith into al-Andalus,
without any mention as to where he
took this information from or whether
his source was Andalusian or Oriental).
Apart from this mention, Sa'sa'a is a
scholar unknown outside al-Andalus.
Ibn ‘Asakir had to rely on Ibn Yunus
and on Andalusian sources for the
biography included in his Tarikh
Dimashq) and | have not found the
name of Sa'sa‘a in the most important
oriental rijal works. Sa'sa'a is also
credited with having been the first to
introduce the madhhab of al-Awza'i
into the Iberian Peninsula’®

© lIsabel Fierro, The Introduction of Hadith in ai-Analus,
Der Islam, Band 66, Berlin, 1989, p.71
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