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The first question of Fatwa no. 6301

Q 1: I found a picture of my wife's older brother-in-law in a small frame, which she has
been keeping in her bag for a few months. Is it permissible for her to keep this picture? I
am angry at her but she claims to consider him as her own brother. What is the ruling on
this? May Allah bless you!

A: Photographing soul-possessing creatures is Haram (prohibited) and a major sin. Accordingly,
neither your wife nor anyone else has the right to keep such pictures. In addition, considering her
brother-in-law as her own brother does not permit her to keep forbidden pictures. Being her brother-
in-law does not make him a Mahram (an unmarriageable relative) to her and does not permit her to
keep his picture or the picture of any other person.

May Allah grant us success. May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions.
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