
The Manners of the Prophet in 
Fighting Enemies: 

The world did not know a president or conqueror more merciful than Prophet 
Muhammad – peace be upon him – in dealing with his enemies and captives. This 
big headline may look too exaggerated, but mentioning some evidences and 
examples will sure prove the truth. In this part, we will deal with the manners of the 
Prophet – peace be upon him – before, during and after fighting in order to extract 
the best moral lessons, the human principles and the cultural values.  

  

First: his Manners Before Fighting  

The Prophet – peace be upon him – was not hostile or aggressive in dealing with his 
opponents. He was distinguishing between the covenanters, the warriors and non-
Muslims under the ruling of Islam. He did not violate the treaties or act treacherously 
toward his enemies; contrary, he was dealing with each of them according to the 
peace & war relations. Ibn Al-Qayyem has summarized the fighting manners of the 
Prophet – peace be upon him – in his book "Zad Al-Ma'ad" by saying: (After Allah 
The Almighty has ordered Muslims to fight the disbelievers, the Prophet has 
classified the disbelievers into three categories; covenanters, warmongers and Non-
Muslims under the Islamic Rule. He instructed to honor the treaties which were 
entered with the covenanters as long as they are honoring their promises but if he 
fears that they will violate the treaties, he will terminate the treaties and will not 
fight them except after notifying them duly about the termination of the treaty. Allah 
the Almighty has ordered the Prophet – peace be upon him – to fight any party who 
violates the treaties and promises. After the revelation of the verses of "Bara'a" 
which demonstrated the methods of dealing with such categories, the Prophet – 
peace be upon him – was ordered to fight the enemies from the Jews & Christians 
until they pay tributes or embrace Islam and was ordered also to fight the 
disbelievers; therefore, the Prophet – peace be upon him – has fought the 
disbelievers by sword and fought the hypocrite by proof and evidence.  

These are the rules which were organizing his relations with his opponents; the 
peace loving or warmongers. Peace was exchanged under certain conditions and war 
was preceded with objective premises aiming at attaining peace such as the 
propagation for embracing Islam by own will or paying the tribute to the Islamic 
State; otherwise, if they insisted on war, continued their stubbornness and fought 
the Islamic propagation they will find what they want.  

Second: his Manners During the Fight  

Although fighting is a process wherein the people are killed or injured, the Prophet – 
peace be upon him – has legislated to his people supreme morals and principles 
governing the manners of the Muslim fighter and imposing severe punishments on 
the violators in the current life and the hereafter. Accordingly, the holy fighting 
should not be used except under the permissible means and the fair methods. 
Safwan Bin Assal – May Allah be pleased with him – said: (The Prophet – peace be 



upon him has sent me with a brigade and said: Start Fight in the name of Allah The 
Almighty and don't exceed the proper bounds and don't be treacherous…)) (1)? 

Yahia Bin Saeed said: Abu Bakr – May Allah be pleased with him – has sent the 
armies to Al-Sham and told Yazid Bin Abi Sufian the following: (I have ten 
commandments to you: Don't destroy inhabited places, don't kill sheep or camels 
except for eating, don't sink palms or burn it, don't exaggerate, don't be coward, 
don't kill children, women, or old people, don't cut fruitful trees) (2). In another 
narration he said: (You will pass by people who dedicated their time for hermitages, 
don't bother them). These texts and the other Islamic military rules established by 
the Prophet comprised the moral principles of war, such as:  

1. Dedication and neutrality concerning the actual objectives of the war and leave 
any thing related to the hatred, treachery, revenge or retaliation.  

2- Keep the environment and avoid spoiling the land such as burning trees and killing 
the animals except when necessary.  

3- Not confronting the non-warriors such as the women, children and the old people.  

4- Religious forgiveness, respecting the sacred places of the others, not killing the 
priests or ministers unless they fight Muslims or support fighting the Muslims and 
avoid their churches and worship places.  

Those who accuse the Prophet – peace be upon him – and his followers of being 
bloodthirsty or barbaric are ignorant about these manners and morals and do not 
care about it in their wars (There are several laws which tell people the most faithful, 
dutiful and kind teachings & instructions but when the matter came to the actual 
manners they forget such teachings & instructions and turn into the hatred, severity 
and mocking the rights of people, blood shedding and making the wars. One of the 
best examples on this fact is the clear-cut contradiction between the French Wealth 
Principles and the actions of the French people in the countries which are under their 
control such as the Arabic North African Countries which suffered and still suffering 
from all kinds of injustice, persecution and humiliation. The same is also applicable 
on the large countries which declared the legislation of human rights while they were 
the first who ignored human rights and breached the dignity and liberty of the 
people on their land and wealth) (1)  

Not only this, the large countries have ignited wars and committed genocides against 
their opponents under the pretext of fighting terrorism, liberating people, achieve 
democracy and the other alleged principles while they do not have mercy on the 
children, old people or woman. Just see the prisons of Gwantanamo or Abu Ghraib 
and the other horrible examples of their manners and morals.  

Third: his Manners After Fighting  

When the battle has come to an end and the victorious party appears, if the Muslims 
were the victorious party and the enemy fell under the control of the Muslim and 
their states defeated by armies of Islam the Prophet – peace be upon him – applied 
the just & fair rules of Islam on the captives by considering the welfare of the 
Muslims, the dignity of man and the security aspect of the captives toward Muslims.  



The jurists of the Prophet's life have demonstrated the manners of the Prophet – 
peace be upon him – and the rules of Islam after the fight. They said: (As for the 
defeated party, we respect their believes, lives, money and temples and they will be 
under the protection of the state and shall have the rights of the citizens. They will 
not be obliged to do any thing except keeping loyalty toward the country and pay a 
simple amount called the tributes which were imposed on the defeated nations by 
the victorious nations before and after Islam. Several countries in our era are 
imposing tributes on their citizens as a personal tax on people …) (1).  

Ibn Al-Qayyem Al-Jawziah has summarized the manners of the Prophet – peace be 
upon him – toward the captives by saying: (He was freeing some captives, kill 
others, take ransom for some of them, exchange them with the Muslim captives and 
all of this according to the Muslims' welfare. The Prophet – peace be upon him – has 
taken ransom for the captives of Bader Battle and said: If Al-Mute'm Bin Adai was 
alive and negotiated with me about those captives I will sure leave them to him. On 
the Treaty of Hudaibiah, more than eighty armed people attacked the Prophet – 
peace be upon him – suddenly, but the Prophet – peace by upon him – defeated 
them and took them as captives and then released them. He has captured Thumama 
Bin Athal, the Head of Bani Hanifa tribe, then released him. Seeing the mercy & 
forgiveness of the Prophet – peace be upon him, Thumama has embraced Islam.  

The treatment and the dealings of the Prophet – peace be upon him – during his 
battles were conforming to the statements of the scholars and here are some of his 
wise stands toward the captives:  

- Captives of Bader Battle: they were seventy captives. The Prophet – peace be upon 
him – consulted Abu Baker and Omar – May Allah be pleased with them – about the 
captives, but each of them has different opinion. Abu Baker's opinion was to take 
ransom due to their kinship so that they may embrace Islam while Omar's opinion 
was to kill them because of their previous torture & persecution to the Muslims. The 
Prophet – peace be upon him – adopted the opinion of Abu Baker. Then Allah The 
Almighty has revealed this verse supporting the opinion of Omar: {It is not fitting for 
an apostle that he should have prisoners of war until he hath thoroughly subdued 
the land. Ye look for the temporal goods of this world; but Allah looketh to the 
Hereafter: And Allah is Exalted in might, Wise} (Anfal: 67). The ransom started from 
four hundred Dirham and reached four thousand Dirham. (1). The Prophet – peace 
be upon him – has took the ransom from Al-Mutaleb Bin Hantab, Saifi Bin Abi Rifaa 
and Abu Iza Al-Jamahi in addition to Abi Al-As provided that the later should release 
Zainab and let her immigrate to the Medina.  

- The Captives of Bani Al-Mustalek Battle: The Muslims in this battle has captured 
women and children, among them was Juwairiah Bint Al Hareth, the Head of Bani Al-
Mustalek. She was the share of Thabit Bin Qais Bin Shamas who entered an 
agreement with her against a certain sum of money. The Prophet – peace be upon 
him – has paid for her and married her. Seeing that, the Muslims said: the relatives 
of the Prophet's wife are arrested by us?? Then they released the captives of Bani Al 
Mustalek who have all entered Islam (3). 

  

- His Ruling on Bani Quraidha: Bani Quraida was in alliance with the parties who 
formed a union in order to invade the Prophet – peace be upon him – although they 



were in treaty with the Prophet – peace be upon him. After the battle of Al-Ahzab 
directly, the Prophet – peace be upon him – invaded and blockaded them for twenty 
five days. When the blockade became very severe and they felt the pain of the 
plight, they were told to submit to the ruling of the Prophet – peace be upon him. 
They have then consulted Abu Lubaba Bin Abdul Munther but he told them it is only 
the death; hearing that, they said we will submit to the ruling of Sa'ad Bin Mu'ath. 
The Prophet – peace be upon him – agreed, and Sa'ad was called and brought on a 
donkey. When he reached, they began asking him for sympathy and to alleviate their 
punishment. Sa'ad has applied on them the judgment of Allah The Almighty which is: 
The men to be killed, the women and children to be taken as captives and the 
money to be distributed. This judgment was fair and just because in addition to their 
betrayal, Bani Quraida have collected one thousand and five hundred swords, two 
thousand spears, three hundred armors, and five hundred shields to fight Muslims 
but the Muslims have taken the same after they have conquered their dwelling.  

  

- The Stand of the Prophet in the Day of Makka Conquest: When the Prophet – 
peace be upon him – conquered Makka, controlled it and commanded the heads of 
Makka who have tortured him and his companions the Prophet – peace be upon him 
– gave them the full security and stability on their properties and bloods except 
certain group of them who have committed crimes against the Muslims such as: 
Abdul Ozza Bin Khatal, Abdullah Bin Saad Ibn Abi Sarah, Al Hareth Bin Nufail Bin 
Wahb, Ikrema Bin Abi Jahl, Maqis Bin Sababa, Habar Bin Al-Aswad, two female 
singers for Ibn Khatal who were satirizing the Prophet – peace be upon him – and 
Sara's the female slave of certain person of Bani Abdul Mutaleb who was caught 
having the letter of Hateb. As for Abi Sarah, Othman Bin Affan has brought him to 
the Prophet – peace be upon him – and pleaded for him; therefore, the prophet 
forgave him as he has embraced Islam before and immigrated but then converted 
again to polytheism and went back to Makka. As for Ikrema Bin Abi Jahl, he escaped 
away to Yemen but his wife requested protection from the Prophet – peace be upon 
him – and the Prophet gave him the protection; therefore, she followed him and he 
returned back with her and embraced Islam. As for Bin Khatl, he was clinging to the 
curtains of the Kabba, then a man came to the Prophet – peace be upon him – and 
told him about that. The prophet said: "Kill him"; therefore, he killed him. As for 
Maqis Bin Sababa, he was killed by Numaila Bin Abdullah. Maqais was a Muslim but 
he killed a man from the people of the Medina, converted to polytheism and 
supported the polytheists. As for Al-Hareth, he has harmed the Prophet – peace be 
upon him – very much; therefore, Ali – May Allah be pleased with him – has killed 
him.  

  

As for Habar Bin Al-Aswad who has harmed Zainab, the daughter of the Prophet – 
peace be upon him – when she immigrated and made her fell on the rock and 
caused her abortion, he escaped a way to Hibar at the day of Makka Conquest then 
embraced Islam. As for the two female signers, one of them was killed and the other 
was protected. Sara also was protected then she embraced Islam (1). Thereafter, 
the Prophet – peace be upon him – has gathered the people of Makka and told 
them: (Non has the right to be worshipped except Allah The Almighty alone, Who 
has honored His promises, supported his Prophet and defeated the Al-Ahzab (the 
conspiring polytheists parties). Any exploit, blood or claimed money is under my feet 



except the custody of the Kaba and supplying water to the pilgrims. The one who is 
killed by mistake by lash or stick is subject to a blood money of One Hundred 
camels, forty of which are pregnant. O people of Quraish, Allah The Almighty has 
liberated you from the zeal and the glorification of your fathers before Islam. All 
people came from Adam and Adam was created out of soil, then the Prophet – peace 
be upon him recited this verse {O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a 
male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that ye may know each 
other (not that ye may despise (each other). Verily the most honoured of you in the 
sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you} (Al-Hujurat: 13) then he said: 
((O people of Quraish, what do you think I'll do with you?)) the replied: Sure 
forgiveness, you are the dear brother and nephew. He said: (go! You are free)) (1) 

No doubt, if the Prophet – peace be upon him – has killed them he will not be unjust 
with them because they have tortured him and his companions, killed several of 
them, took their money, exiled them from their houses, fought them for their 
religion, supported their enemies and satirized them by their poets!! See his mercy in 
dealing with his people, his enemies and his opponents.  

  

Submission to Allah and Thanking Him after Victory & Stability  

The kings of the earth and the masters of the world, when they achieved victory in 
their wars, used to take proud in such victories, recite the speeches, say the poems, 
talk about their achievements via all media means out of their joy and they forgot 
that the victory is one of the blessings of Allah and that He is alone the One who 
grants victory. But the Prophet – peace be upon him – has invented unprecedented 
manner for the conquerors and invaders by submission to Allah The Almighty and 
thanking Him for the blessing of victory. The Prophet – peace be upon him – has 
entered Makka lowering his head and submitting to Allah The Almighty after wining 
the blessings of Allah by conquering Makka and remained lowering his head until he 
felt that his beard will touch his saddle … (1). 

Sheikh Safurahman Al-Mubarakfori said: (The Prophet – Peace be upon him – then 
entered the house of Umm Hane' Bint Abi Taleb, made a shower and prayed eight 
Rak'as (prayers) in her house at the time of the morning. People thought that this is 
the prayer of Dhuha which is not like this but it is the prayer of conquest …)(2).  

All of this was to comply with the order of Allah The Almighty mentioned in the Sura 
of An-Nasr which stated: {When comes the help of Allah and Victory * And thou dost 
see the people enter Allah's Religion in crowds * Celebrate the praises of thy Lord, 
and pray for His Forgiveness: For He is Oft-Returning (In Grace and Mercy)}. 

 


